TOGETHER WE CAN
" BEATIT
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HE Penang government
Thas proposed a deficit

budget for 2022 due to
the projected lower revenue
next year after considering the
ongoing Covid-19 impact.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said the state was very
concerned with the people’s
financial burden due to the
pandemic.

“The state expects a rev-
enue of RM485.42 million next
year. The projected amount is
4.07% lower than the projected
revenue of RM506.02 million
this year.

“The low revenue
projection next year is
also contributed by re-
duced interest rates
for fixed deposits and
state investments.

“Although the collec-
tion of revenue for «
2022 is limited, the
Penang government
still needs to prepare a Budget
for 2022 which is tantamount
to 2021.

“This is to ensure effective
delivery of government ser-
vices and projects, as well as
to safeguard the wellbeing of
the people,” he said when ta-
bling the state’s Budget at the
Penang Legislative Assembly
recently.

The 2022 Budget, themed
“Accelerating  Penang2030”,
was chosen in line with the
state’s intention to revive Pen-
ang’s economy post-Covid.

Chow said the total pro-
jected operating expenses for
2022 was RM935.22 million,
while the expected revenue
was RM485.42 million.

“The deficit of RM449.80
million will be supported by the

[
&

AT THE
STATE

I

il

ASSEI

B

iz
r
—

I YT

uStory by Christopher Tan, Riadz Akmal, Kevin Vimal, Edmund Lee and Tanushalini Moroter

=Pix by Ahmad Adil Muhamad and Muhamad Amir Irsyad Omar

Budget 2022:

Accelerating

state’s consolidated savings
(reserves) (Consolidated Rev-
enue Account) of RM887.78
million as of 2020 year-
end,” he said.

Chow said the Pen-
ang government is
optimistic that the
state’s revenue would
.increase with the eco-
l[ »nomic recovery mea-

. sures taken by the
state and federal gov-
ernments.

He also mentioned that
the state’s projected develop-
ment Budget for 2022 was
RM316.13 million.

In his speech, Chow said da-
ta from Socso’s MYFutureJobs
showed an increase in labour
demand in August and Septem-
ber this year.

“Atotal of 23,251 vacancies
were advertised as at Sept 17,
of which the manufacturing sec-
tor comprised 60%, followed
by the accommodation sector
12.4% and transport (6.5%).

“In addition, a total of 55
manufacturing projects were
approved in Penang for the first
half of this year with an invest-
ment value of RM1.3 billion.
These projects are expected to
create 2,705 new jobs in the

hall after the meeting.

state,” he said.

Chow said the state’s econo-
my is expected to recover grad-
ually next year.

“Tourism and hospitality ac-
tivities are expected to recover
at a modest growth rate sup-
ported by domestic tourism.

“A stable growth in the man-
ufacturing sector, especially in
electrical and electronics, man-
aged to offset the challenging
situation faced by the tourism
and hospitality sectors.

“The Penang government will
provide an allocation of RM50
million next year to revive the

s |

tourism sector,” he said.

Chow added that the state
government would provide a
management grant of RM11
million to Penang Hill Corpora-
tion (PHC) next year while the
tourism sector recovers.

“Penang Hill was also af-
fected by the movement con-
trol order and the closure of
several economic sectors to
curb Covid-19.

“PHC recorded a total of
780,106 visitor arrivals in 2020
as compared to 1,865,783 in
2019, a decrease of 58.2%.

“Visitor arrivals to Pen-

e | - L
Chow and the state executive council members exiting the Penang State Legislative Assembly

ang Hill this year have also
declined where a total of
104,519 visitors were re-
corded in the second quar-
ter of 2021 as compared
to 301,795 visitors in the
same period in last year,”
he said.

Chow said Penang Devel-
opment Corporation (PDC) is
developing two new industrial
parks, namely Batu Kawan In-
dustrial Park 2 and East Batu
Kawan, to support strategic in-
vestments in the state.

*Turn to pg 3
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HE road to reaching ‘The
TSiIicon Valley of the East

2.0’ means Penang must
grab investment opportunities
in medical technology, life sci-
ences, automation, and robot-
ics industries.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said the state would also
have to continue to encourage
growth of its manufacturing,
global semiconductor and elec-
trical and electronics (E&E)
sectors.

“Global semiconductors will
continue to be a highly compet-
itive sector. The state needs to
be consistent in the E&E and
other industrial sectors.

“The Penang government
will continue to implement ex-
isting projects, including the
Batu Kawan Industrial
Park 2 (BKIP2) to remain
competitive in the global
arena. The state is also
taking various approach-
es to grow talent in Pen-
ang as it is important
to drive investments, %
and to address supply #
and demand gaps in TVET
(technical and vocational edu-
cation and training). There is
also a need to shift to the digi-
tal economy and information
and communications technol-
ogy (ICT),” he said in his wind-
ing-up speech at the recent
State Assembly sitting.

He added the state had gen-
erated RM110 billion of trade
surplus in 2020, and manufac-
turing investments in Penang
had created over 32,000 jobs
between 2019 and 2020.

Meanwhile Penang has re-
corded the lowest unfinished
loan balance (baki pinjaman
belum selesai) as of March
31 last year.

Chow said the state re-
corded RM49.6 million of
unfinished loan balance as
compared to several oth-
er states such as Kedah
(RM2.6  billion), Pahang
(RM3.2 billion), Selangor
(RM1.1 billion) and Kelantan
(RM834.3 million).

“We continue to perform well
in our financial management de-
spite having less revenue.

“The facts are clear that
Penang is being sidelined
when it comes to development
funding from the federal gov-
ernment under the annual na-
tional Budget.

“Penang is only receiving
RMO0.996 billion in develop-
ment funding under the Fed-
eral 2022 Budget, the second
lowest among the states in
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Striving for

‘The Silicon
Valley of the
East 2.0’

Malaysia. We are just slightly
better than Melaka.

“Meanwhile, other states
are receiving billions in devel-
opment funding.

“We can do even
better if we have more
revenue from the fed-
eral government,” he
said, urging the fed-

Y eral government to
\'[ ¥ consider allocating

* at least RM5 billion
to Pen- ang in development
funding annually.

Chow had said that the
state’s gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) accounted for be-
tween 6.7% and 6.9% of the
country’s GDP in the recent
three years.

“Given our contributions,
Penang should be getting a de-
velopment allocation of RM5.2
billion from the federal govern-
ment,” he said.

Putrajaya had announced a
RM332.1 billion national Bud-
get for 2022 and RM75.6 bil-
lion was apportioned for devel-
opment expenditure, with Pen-
ang expected to receive only
1.3% of that total.

Chow also highlighted that
the state’'s financial state-
ments for the year 2020 had
been audited by the Auditor
General before being tabled in
the State Legislative Assembly.

“The Penang government’s
financial management has
been recognised by the Audi-
tor-General and the state has
been given a ‘Sijil Berstatus
Bersih’ (Certificate of Clean
Status), which is also the ‘Si-
jil Tanpa Teguran’ (Certificate
Without Reprimand) although
the state recorded a deficit
Budget last year.

“This proves that the finan-
cial management of the state
government is efficient and or-
derly,” Chow said.

On the Penang Lawan Cov-
id-19 Special Assistance Pack-

ages, Chow said the state had
allocated RM191.22 million to
reduce the burden of the most
vulnerable groups and to reac-
tivate the economic sectors
impacted by Covid-19.

“The actual expenditure re-
corded was RM158.13 million
or 82.69% of the total alloca-
tion provided.

“The difference between the
allocation and actual expendi-
ture was because it was based
on the estimated recipients
from the target groups, as well
as compliance with the eligibil-
ity requirements set,” he said,
adding that in general, the
state government has made
payments to all qualified re-
cipients who meet the needed
conditions.

The Penang 2022 Supply
Bill and Development Bud-
get proposal were debated
and passed during the six-
day sitting.

The Penang Legislative As-
sembly was adjourned sine die
on Dec 3.

Committed to safeguarding
Penang biodiversity

THE Penang government is al-
ways committed to preserving
biodiversity in the state.

State Welfare and Environ-
ment Committee  chairman
Phee Boon Poh said this is prov-
en with 6% of Penang being ga-
zetted as forest areas, measur-
ing about 6,568.77 hectares.

“Of the total, about 5,386.77
hectares are permanent forest
reserves gazetted under the
Forestry Act 1984 (Act 313).

“This also includes part of Pu-
lau Jerejak measuring 285.84
hectares that was gazetted as
a permanent forest reserve on
March 26, 2020.

“Meanwhile, the remaining
1,182 hectares are gazetted un-
der the National Parks Act 1980
as state parks.

“This shows the commitment
of the state government to keep
a balance between land devel-
opment and biodiversity pro-
tection in the long run,” Phee
(PH-Sungai Puyu) told the State
Legislative Assembly during his
winding-up speech recently.

According to Phee, the
state  government  through
Penang Structure Plan 2030
(RSNPP2030) is also planning
to put all mangrove swamp ar-
eas in the state to be gazetted
as permanent forest reserves.

"As of now, we have some
381.04 hectares of man-
groves which have been ga-
zetted under the National For-
estry Act 1984.

“These mangrove forests are
in the Byram Forest Reserve in

South Seberang Perai and Balik
Pulau Forest Reserve in the
Southwest district.

“And we are in the process of
gazetting another 428.61 hect-
ares of mangroves as perma-
nent forest reserves.

“This includes the mangrove
forests in Air Hitam Dalam in
Butterworth and Penaga in
North Seberang Perai district,
Sungai Jawi (Juru) in Central Se-
berang Perai district and Pulau
Betong which is located at the
Southwest district,” he added.

On a separate matter, Phee
also announced that the con-
struction works of a transit
centre for the homeless in Ja-
lan C.Y. Choy in George Town
is expected to be completed in
March this year.

“The project was delayed
several times due to the lock-
down caused by Covid-19 in
our country.

“As of now, the project is
75% complete and since we can
operate at full force now, we are
confident of completing the proj-
ect within the stipulated time,”
added Phee.

He said the RM4.4 million tran-
sit centre for the homeless was
funded by the Penang govern-
ment, Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) and private sector.

The project, which was an-
nounced by Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow during the state as-
sembly meeting in 2018, is
to turn a pre-war house at 19,
Jalan C.Y. Choy into the transit
centre for the homeless.

Penang Welfare and Environment Committee chairman Phee Boon Poh celebrates his birthday during a
break at the Penang State Assembly building. With him are (from right) Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
state Youth and Sports Committee chairman Soon Lip Chee, Bagan Dalam assemblyman M. Satees, Jawi
assemblyman H'ng Mooi Lye, and Permatang Pasir assemblyman Muhammad Faiz Mohamed Fadzil.
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Dedication to the welfare

of Muslims in Penang

TIE increase in allocation
for Islamic affairs shows
the state’s dedication to
accord the religion the
status it deserves as
the official religion of
Penang, in accordance
with Article 5 (1) of the
State Constitution.

In this respect, Depu-
ty Chief Minister | Da-
tuk Ahmad Zakiyuddin )
Andul Rahman (pix)
conveyed his highest apprecia-
tion to the state government for
its commitment in strengthen-
ing Islamic teachings in the
state.

“The allocation of RM71.13
million for 2022, an increase of
RM6.97 million as compared to
2021, is significant to the wel-
fare of Muslims in the state.

“Penang Zakat (ZPP) wel
comes the proposal by Pantai
Jerejak assemblyman to spon-
sor more excellent (top achiev-
ers) ashaf (those eligible to
receive Zakat) students who
want to venture into critical ar-
eas needed in the Penang job
market.

“ZPP is sponsoring four ex-
cellent asnaf students who
are pursuing the Association
of Chartered Certified Accoun-
tants (ACCA) course in collabo-
ration with Malaysia Profes-
sional Accounting (MyPAC). This
is to produce professional ac-
countants among Muslims. ZPP

has also agreed to sponsor five
asnaf students who excel in this
field each year,” he said.

Ahmad  Zakiyuddin
added ZPP would also
explore other critical
areas needed in the
Penang job market for
outstanding asnaf stu-
dents to be sponsored

Y }_using zakat funds.

» “/PP has allocat-
e d  RM11 million ayearto
provide scholarships to Penang
Muslim children who are pursu-
ing their studies in institutions
of higher learning, locally and
abroad. Among those who ben-
efitted from the scholarships
were excellent asnaf students,”
he said in his winding-up speech
at the recent state assembly sit-
ting.

Ahmad Zakiyuddin added
that various official religious
ceremonies, such as the Maal
Hijrah celebration, Maulidur-
Rasul and Nasyid Festival, were
also organised by the Penang
Islamic Religious Affairs Depart-
ment (JHEAIPP) annually, with
allocations from the state gow
ernment.

“These are important events
in the Islamic calendar,” he
said.

Ahmad Zakiyuddin also com-
mented on the recently conclud-
ed “Covid-19 Green Zone Com-
munity” event.

He said the Penang govern-

ment recognised the sacrifices
and hard work of the Village Com-
munity Management Councils
(MPKKs) in assisting the commu-
nity during the Covid-19 crisis.

A total of 24 MPKKs partici-
pated in the competition.

Ahmad Zakiyuddin also laud-
ed the MPKKs for playing a cru-
cial role in circulating useful in-

formation among the local com-
munity during the pandemic.

RM13m for sports development

THE Penang govern- |
ment has allocated r
RM13.471  million
for the development
of sports and open
spaces next year.

State Youth and
Sports  Committee
chairman Soon Lip
Chee (pix) said the al-
location will be spent
on existing sports
facilites and new
ones.

“This also includes the up-
grading works of the MBSP
sports complex in Bertam, Balik
Pulau Sports Complex, Dewan
Millenium in Kepala Batas,
Pokok Sena Sports Complex,
MBSP Sports and Recreational
Complex in Jalan Betek, Bukit
Mertajam and many others.

“The allocation will be man-
aged by the Penang Stadium
and Open Spaces Corporation
(PSDKLPP).

“And also from 2018 until
last year, a total of 27 construc-
tion of new sports facilities
and 35 upgrading of sports fa-
cilities such as football fields,

bicycle lanes,
badminton court,
futsal court, jog-
ging track, sepak
takraw court and
many others have
been completed,”
Soon (PH-Bagan
Jermal) told the
State Legislative
Assembly during
his winding-up
speech recently.

Soon said based on the lat-
est Penang Sports Index survey
conducted earlier last year, jog-
ging tracks received the highest
demand with 53% votes.

“Meanwhile, gyms and exer-
cise equipment for the elderly
received 35% of votes and 33%
respectively.

“These three are the most
desired sports facilities of Pen-
angites.

“Based on that, we have al-
ready started the construction
this year to build three jogging
tracks and four gymnasiums at
several locations.

“For jogging tracks, the loca-
tions are Taman Bayu in Bagan

Jermal, Taman Ampang Jajar
(Bagan Jermal) and Sungai
Udang in Sungai Acheh.

“As for gymnasiums, they will
be in Kampung Magbul in Sun-
gai Pinang, Sungai Gelugor (Seri
Delima), Taman Guar Perahu
(Penanti) and Taman Sembilang
in Seberang Jaya,” he said.

On a separate matter, Soon
said the Penang government
has made it compulsory for
every Village Community Man-
agement Council (MPKK) in the
state to have at least two youth
representatives in each MPKK.

“This is important to ensure
youth involvement in decision
making for any programme in-
volving the local community.

“In Penang itself, we have
375 MPKKs and from that
number, 310 have met the cri-
teria by having two youth repre-
sentative each.

“So, there are still another
65 MPKKs that haven't done
so. Thus, we would like to urge
them to do the necessary to en-
sure the involvement of youth.
After all, youths are the hope of
our future,” added Soon.

GURNEY
WHARF
PROJECT

DEVELOPMENT

/' OF SPORTS AND OPEN §

OTHER
MAIN
ALLOCATIONS

Q v
COMMUNITY
MANAGEMENT

COUNCIL

ASSISTANCE T0
CHINESE, MISSIONARY,
? HEI.Iécl:ill%lTshHL
10 ENCOURAGE

PUBLIC TRANSPORT '

USE

2023 or 2024 date for industrial parks

*From pg 1

“The two industrial parks will
provide a total of 1,500 acres of
new industrial areas. The total
size is larger than the current
Batu Kawan Industrial Park.

“The two industrial parks will
be developed in stages and are
expected to start operating from
2023 or 2024,” he said.

Chow said that the state is
committed to upholding Islam
as the official religion of the Fed-
eration and to strengthen syiar
Islam (Islamic glory) in Penang.

“The Penang government
will allocate RM71.13 million
for the development of Islam in
Penang.

“The state, in collabora-

tion with the federal govern-
ment, has built many new
mosques and upgraded
mosques in Penang.

“Three mosques are expect-
ed to be completed next year,
namely the al-Qahhar Mosque in
Permatang Damar Laut, Masjid
Jamek Sungai Puyu in Butter-
worth, and Masjid Jamek Perai
in Perai.

“The state government also
intends to make the Tanjung
Bungah Floating Mosque a dis-
trict mosque for the northeast
district. The Penang Islamic
Religious Affairs Department
(JHEIPP) is currently improv-
ing the infrastructure of the
mosque,” he said.

*On other matters

mthe state’s iSejahtera pro-
gramme to continue next year with
an allocation of RM50 million.

man allocation of RM1.3.95 million
for the development and mainte-
nance of public housing in Penang
and another RM6.8 million for
the Penang Maximum 80 percent
Maintenance Fund (TPM8OPP)
next year.

Emanagement grant of RM12 mik
lion to Penang Housing Board next
year.

ERM34.72 million for Department
of Irrigation and Drainage (DID) for
river deepening and repair proj-
ects and flood mitigation projects,
among others.



Penang to
continue

assisting the
differently abled

be given equally to all,

including the differently
disabled people, says Deputy
Chief Minister Il Prof Dr. P Ra-
masamy (pix).

For that, he said the Penang
government has always been
at the forefront, and with exist-
ing programmes already up and
running, everyone including the
differently abled, will continue to
be assisted in near future.

During his winding-up speech
at the recently held State Leg-
islative Assembly sitting, Rama-
samy (PH-Perai) said
some of the initiatives
taken to provide job
opportunities for this
group of people in
clude the Job Coach-

J OB opportunities should

ing programme and | #11%
Disability  Equality o | ASS
Training. .

“These two pro- g

grammes are jointly collabo-
rated with the Social Welfare
Department (JKM) and other
agencies such as the Human
Resources Department, state
Health Department and poten-
tial employers seeking to hire
differently abled people into
their workforce.

“Apart from that, JKM also
organinses career carnivals to
provide a platform for poten-

tial employers or companies to
directly locate suitable jobs for
those differently abled people.
. “We also have the
‘2-Year Exit Programme’,
which is organised by
JKM to function as a pro-
ductive welfare concept
= to train and build a work-
force capable of meeting
the current needs of
< the everrevolving in-
£l .

dustries,” Ramasamy
said.

He also said there is another
initiative called Human Capital
Development programme, which
is purely dedicated to train inter-
ested individuals to master the
art of cooking and sewing.

“The differently abled people
can rightfully participate in this
course to enhance their knowl-
edge while making an earning
for themselves too,” he added.

Green Iightﬁ for modern livestock farming

PIG farm operators that have
at least upgraded 50% of their
traditional ~ farm-
ing system to the
closed-system
(modern  system)
are allowed to op-
erate and are given
time until Dec 31
next year to fully
transform them.

State Agrotech
and Food Security,
Rural Development and Health
Committee chairman Dr Norlela
Ariffin conveyed this during her
winding speech at the State
Legislative assembly recently.

“In line with the Pig Farming
Enactment 2016 (Section 54)
which was enforced on Jan 1,
2020, pig farmers are required
to change their traditional farm-
ing system (open-system) to
the modern system (closed-sys-
tem) within two years from the
effective date of this enactment
which is by Jan 1, 2022.

“However, taking into consid-
eration the Covid-19 situation,
pig farmers that have
upgraded at least
50% of their farms in
accordance with the
Modern Pig Farming
System  (closed-sys-
tem) will be allowed to
operate.

“They are given
until Dec 31, 2022
to fully upgrade their
farms to the modern farming
system.

“For those who fail to up-
grade, their pig farms will be
ordered to be closed in line with
Section 54 of the Pig Farming
Enactment 2016 starting Jan
1, 2022," Norlela said in reply
to a question by Datuk Moha-
mad Yusoff Mohd. Noor (BN-
Sungai Dua).

Norlela added that modern
livestock farming is the direc-
tion that the state government
is heading towards to ensure

its sustainability.

“It all started with the gazett-
ing of the Pig Farming Enact-
ment in 2016. To date, a total
of 143 pig farms have obtained
a licence according to the crite-
ria and conditions set.

“The gazetting of the Pen-
ang State Poultry Farming En-
actment 2020 is a continuation
of the Pig Farming Enactment
2016 to ensure that livestock
farms operate in compliance
with the basic veterinary regula-
tory requirements," she added.

Norlela also thanked the
state government for the 2022
budget which includes an al
location of RM3.49 million to
the Department of Veterinary
Services Penang for the de-
velopment of the livestock in-
dustry, veterinary regulatory
services, high value industry
development, poultry industry,
livestock disease control and
veterinary public health as well
as other related projects.

TWOAS not ‘free ticket’ to get into State Assembly

THE Top-Up Wom-

en-Only  Additional
Seats (TWOAS)
initiative is not a

“free ticket” to be
part of the state as-
sembly, says Chong
Eng (pix), the state
executive councillor
for non-Islamic Re-
ligious Affairs and
Social Development.

“Instead it will ensure there is
no misuse of the system,” she
said in her winding-up speech at
the recent State Assembly sit-
ting.

“TWOAS candidates will
be selected from the list of
candidates submitted by the

political party.

“The system s
A similar to the Party
List implemented in
Germany, Taiwan and
New Zealand.

“Thus, the TWOAS
candidates are also
the representatives
| elected by the people
indirectly and it in-
volves a democratic process as
well.

“The White Paper on the
TopUp Women-Only Additional
Seats (TWOAS) initiative is ready,
and we have distributed it to all
the assemblymen," she added.

Chong Eng (PHPadang Lal-
ang) said TWOAS has been well
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Pasai apa Pakcik
tak dapat lagi sumbangan tunai
i-Sejahtera ni? Dah dua tahun
dah tak dapat.

Pakcik baru tau. Ha, Pakcik ada
nombor akaun bank. Macam
mana Pakcik nak tukar kaedah
pembayaran tunai
ke EFT tu?

ditangguhkan sebab COVID-1g,
Pakcik. Pembayaran hanya dapat
dibuat ke akaun bank pemohon
yang memilih kaedah pembayaran
pindahan wang secara
elektronik (EFT).

Log in pemohon di
portal i-Sejahtera, kemaskini
maklumat bank dan pilih kaedah

pembayaran secara EFT. Kemudian, muat
naik dokumen akaun bank terkini untuk
pastikan akaun bank yang dikemukakan

itu masih aktif. Itu saja Pakcik.
Mudah kan?

=
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PROGRAM i-SEJAHTERA

Pembayaran secara tunai terpaksa ditangguhkan bagi
mengurangkan risiko penularan wabak COVID-19

JON TR REEFI/

KEMASKINI MAKLUMAT AKAUN BANK DI LAMAN WEB SISTEM
FSEJAHTERA DAN MUAT NAIK PENYATA AKAUN BANK TERKINI
BAGI MEMBOLEHKAN BAYARAN DIBUAT TERUS KE AKAUN

http://isejahtera.penang.gov.my

received by assemblymen from
both sides of the divide.

TWOAS was introduced in
2020 following the implemen-
tation of 30% quota at Vil-
lage Community Management
Council (MPKK), both the Pen-
ang Island City Council and Se-
berang Perai City Council, and
state agencies.

It was introduced by the state
government to ensure that there
is 30% of women representation
in the state assembly.

“I' would like to thank H'ng
Mooi Lye (PH-Jawi), Syer-
leena Abdul Rashid (PH-Seri
Delima), Nor Hafizah (BN-Per-
matang Berangan), Satees
Muniandy (PH-Bagan Dalam),
Mohd. Tuah Ismail (PH-Pulau
Betong), Goh Choon Aik (PH-
Bukit Tambun), and Lim Siew
Khim (PH-Sungai Pinang) for
supporting our initiative.

“l would like to also com-
mend the state government for
their bold move concerning the
TWOAS initiative.

“l urge all political parties to
at least have 30% of women can-
didates in the upcoming general
election,” she added.

Chong Eng also welcomed the
suggestion by Dr Afif Bahardin
(Bersatu-Seberang Jaya) to in-
clude other minority groups in
the TWOAS.

“But now, let us focus on the
TWOAS initiative for the women
folk first," she added.



flux of foreign workers in resi-

dential areas, the construction
of dormitories is seen as a long-
term solution, says State Local
Government, Housing,
Town and Country Plan-
ning Committee chair-
man Jagdeep Singh Deo
(Pix).

Jagdeep  (PH-Datok
Keramat), in his winding-

IN a move to overcome the in-

ST

cent State Assembly ;
sitting, said the state
is committed to solving the prob-
lem.

"There are a total of 10
schemes of workers dormito-
ries, which will house 73,660
foreign workers.

"Out of those schemes, two
have been completed while eight
are under construction.

"We are also looking forward
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to the completion of these new
schemes of dormitories," he
said.

As a shortterm solution, the
Temporary Living Quarters (TLQ)
permit had been intro-
duced.

Jagdeep said the TLQ

initiative had garnered
positive feedback from
the factories and hous-
ing developers.
I{ » "This initiative will
#  Dbe able to solve the
complaints of the influx
of foreign workers in residential
areas.

"There are various alterna-
tives that can be considered by
factories and housing develop-
ers to accommodate the foreign
workers," he said.

Jagdeep added the state
does not agree with the plan to
accommodate the foreign work-

More dorms for
foreign workers
in Penang

ers in housing areas.

"We decided on this as it can
lead to various social issues,"
he said.

On another matter, Jagdeep
pointed out that the state has
been trying to address the cli-
mate change issue.

"This climate change will in-
crease our global temperature.

"Both our local authorities
- Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) and Seberang Perai City
Council (MBSP) - are aiming to
become low carbon cities in the
future," he said.

NEWS“§E

Skim Pinjaman Harapan assists
3,662 local entrepreneurs

A TOTAL of 3,662 local entre-
preneurs have benefited from
the Skim Pinjaman Harapan
since its introduction by the
Penang government from 2009
till last October.

State Entrepreneurial De-
velopment, Trade and Industry
Committee chairman Datuk
Abdul Halim Hussain (PH-Batu
Maung) (pix) said the state gov-
ernment, through Penang Devel-
opment Corporation (PDC), had
implemented such a scheme.

"A total of RM20.37 million
has been spent in this scheme
alone.

"As for the selection pro-
cess, the Skim Pinjaman Ha-
rapan's team would check and
verify the applications before
approving the loan to ensure
that the loan is given out to the
qualified ones.

"As of now, the state, through
PDC, does not intend to dis-
burse the loan to small traders
who are not registered with the
Companies Commission of Ma-
laysia (SSM).

"It would indirectly lead the
state to supporting them," Ab-
dul Halim said in his winding-
up speech during the State
Legislative Assembly sitting

recently

He also hoped the relevant
authorities at the federal level
could address the issue of ris-
ing prices involving daily ne-
cessity items.

"They should identify the is-
sues and challenges which had
affected the people, especially
during this challenging time.

"A detailed plan should be
drafted to tackle the rising
costs," he said.

Abdul Halim also pointed
out that the state has been
consistently providing job op-
portunities to the people.

"Various efforts have been
undertaken by the state to
create job opportunities," he
added.

Penang still choice destination
for domestic tourists

PENANG remains one of the
preferred holiday destinations
among domestic travellers, says
state Tourism and Creative Econ-
omy Committee chairman Yeoh
Soon Hin (pix).

“Based on statistics ob-
tained by Malaysian Associa-
tion of Hotels (MAH) Penang
Chapter and the Malaysia Bud-
get and Business Hotel Asso-
ciation (MyBHA) Penang, the av-
erage weekly hotel occupancy
rate recorded recently in Pen-
ang is between 70 and 80%.

“These numbers show Pen-
ang still remains as one of the
destinations of choice for do-
mestic tourists," Yeoh (PHPa-
ya Terubong) said this during
his winding up speech at the
State Legislative Assembly sit-
ting on Dec 1.

Yeoh also thanked Pulau Be-
tong assemblyman Mohd Tuah
Ismail for showing concern for
development of ecotourism in
the state.

“Mohd Tuah’s participa-
tion in promoting tourism ac-

tivities in Balik Pulau is very
much welcomed.

“In line with the Penang State
Tourism Master Plan, the state
government intends to develop
and promote ecotourism as a
new product that encompasses
the entire state of Penang.

“This is to stir interest in ec-
otourism-based activities among
the public," Yeoh added.

Meanwhile, Yeoh said the
state government agrees with
the suggestion by Jawi as-
semblyman H'ng Mooi Lye and
therefore has urged the fed-
eral government to list Penang
International Airport and Pen-
ang Port under the Vaccinated
Travel Lane (VTL) to increase
the tourist arrivals.

“This will further boost Pen-
ang's tourism economy while
waiting for the country's borders
to be reopened,” he said.

Yeoh added that the govern-
ment constantly monitors and
examines the pandemic situa
tion to ensure that the recovery
plans are appropriate with the

==
|

(from Ieft) Penang Tourism and Creative Economy Commlttee chalrman Yeoh Soon Hin having a
discussion with Machang Bubuk assemblyman Lee Khai Loon and Penang State Legislative Assembly

Speaker Datuk Law Choo Kiang.

current situation.

Yeoh said the state govern-
ment always prioritises in regain-
ing the confidence of tourists
to return to Penang as well as
showcasing Penang as a major
destination that practises re-
sponsible tourism.

“The Covid-19 Safety Accredi-
tation Programme and Respon-
sible Tourism campaign are the

initiatives by the state govern-
ment to introduce the standard
operating procedures (SOPs) for
the tourism operators and tour-
ists as well," Yeoh said in reply
to a question posed by Joseph
Ng (PH-Air Itam).

Yeoh added that Penang
is the only state in Malaysia
which has allocated RM10
million for interest-free loans

to assist hard-hit businesses
in the tourism and creative
industry.

“Moratoriums for interest-
free loans, water bills, parcel
tax, quit rent, assessment
tax and business licence fees
were also given to tourism in-
dustry players to ease their
financial burden and to help
their cash flow," he added.
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow

chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 0218
F) 04 - 226 0218

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Dato’ Ir. Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul
Rahman

T) 04 - 575 6526
F) 04 - 575 6526

NAMA ADUN

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

04 - 649 3976
04 - 649 3976

‘ NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG

No Tel/ No Faks

N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Haiji Mohd. Tuah Ismaill

(T) 04 - 866 0214

N.0O1 PENAGA
YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah M
N.02 BERTAM }T) 013 - 430 6400

YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishaq

P) 04-576 7606

N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 383 2131
F) 04 - 383 2131

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Boon Poh
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my;
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 - 2620860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04-261 8745

N.12 PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin

norlela.ariffin@gmail.com

T) 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 530 3028
F) 04 - 530 3028

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain
pusatkhidmatn37@gmail.com

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee

(T) 04 - 331 0163

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

(T) 04 - 890 3866

YB Mustafa Kamal
mustafakamal.mkba@gmail.com

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG

YB Yeoh Soon Hin [B 81— %%; ggz%
N.28 KOMTAR

YB Teh Lai Heng T) 04 - 227 7068
komtar@dappg.org F) 04 - 227 7068
N.06 TELOK AYER TAWAR

(T) 04 - 351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n%.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 305 4962

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR

YB Heng Lee Lee
berapit@dappg.org

YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil (T) 04 - 521 1106
faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com
N.13 BERAPIT

T) 017 - 813 3509
F) 04 - 540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon

kllee78@gmail.com

T) 013-399 0519
F) 04-551 1442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

T) 04 - 502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
jawi@dappg.org

[T 04-5941163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah
ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

(T

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng
limguaneng@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
k nbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit

pulautikuskadun@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 228 5298
016 - 691 2548
016 - 415 2548

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen

pengkalankota@dappg.org

T) 04 - 250 1522
F) 04 - 250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim

limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
YB Nor Hafizah Othman

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor

(T)

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

T) 04 - 390 5109
F) 04 - 390 5109

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH

YB Zulkifli lorahim (T)
n2ladunsgacheh@gmail.com

N.40 TELUK BAHANG

YB Zolkkifly Md. Lazim (T)

PENANG CARE SOCIETY

Hotline
T) 04 -291 0123

04 -6427777

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

DAP PENANG HQ
dappg@streamyx.com

04 - 228 8482
04-2288514

N.01 PENAGA
Aida Yusof Rawa

gidarawas4@yahoo.com

(T) 019 - 338 2668

PKR PENANG HQ

(T) 04-3970115

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
Mohd. Taupek Abd. Rahman

haijifek@gmail.com

(T) 019 - 415 3850

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Muhammad Fitri Termizi

fitritermizi@amanah.org.my

(T) 011 -3112 7702

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN NEGERI 04-262 1957
PBA (PUSAT PANGGILAN 24 JAM)  04-255 8255
KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women’s Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF
SOCSO

l’i"_'"\

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airtam@dappg.org

(T) 04 - 829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam

kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

[T% 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail

T) 04 - 293 7545
F) 04 - 293 7546

JPJ
JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-656 4131
04-398 8809
04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA
FERI (GEORGETOWN)

( BUTTERWORTH)
JAMBATAN PP

04-261 0058
04-828 8880
04-210 2363
04-310 2377
04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN
KANAK-KANAK

CAP

BEFRIENDERS PENANG

PERPUSTAKAAN PP

04-829 4046

04-829 9511
04-281 5161
04-281 1108
04-229 8555

<) Make Covid-19 Immunisation Programme a Success

ﬁ penanglawancovid19
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FTER having gone
through a series of 5G
emonstration projects

in the past, Penang is set to
see 151 locations on the is-
land installed with 5G networks
this year.

State Transport and Infra-
structure Committee chairman
Zairil = Khir Johari
(pix)
said
the
in -

stallation works would com-
mence during the first quarter
of 2022.

“The power of 5G will bring
about a new landscape in
terms of our economic perfor-
mance in the coming years.

“We can expect wider job
opportunities for all, especially
those that would require the
use of digitalisation,” Zairil (PH-
Tanjung Bunga) said while de-
livering his winding-up speech
during the State Legislative As-
sembly sitting on Dec 2.

Zairil added the Penang gov-
ernment is currently in discus-
sion with Digital Nasional Ber-
had (DNB) on expanding the 5G
network across areas on the
= mainland as well.
DNB is wholly
owned by the Min-
, istry of Finance
Y (Incorporated)
and is the single

neutral party to
@ undertake the
deployment
of 5G infra-
structure
and net-
work  na-
tionwide.

Mean-

151 Iocatlons set

for 5G roll out

while, Zairil also told the State
Assembly that the state govern-
ment was informed by
the relevant authorities
that the first phase of the
installation is expected
to cover areas in George
Town.

“The Penang govern-
ment will urge for the
installation works to
first cover Komtar as =
the government agencies are
placed here, and this to speed
up our services for the people,”
Zairil added.

On a separate matter, he
also thanked Digijtal Penang for
spearheading many industry-
driven initiatives to spark digi-
talisation in the state, and to
name a few, the launch of Digj-
tal Transformation Masterplan
(DTMP), #DahDigijtal campaign,
‘Go Digital, Go International’
and many others.

Among the many initiatives,
one that had a special mention
was the combination
of minds of Digital
Penang, Chief Minis-
ter Incorporated (CMI)
and Think City to iden-
tify George Town as a
potential Creative Dig-

Y }ltal District (CD2).

' “CD2 is regarded
as a potentlal digital hub
in the state, paving the way
for high-tech companies in the
vicinity of George Town to fur-
ther boost digjtalisation,” Zairil
added.

He also added another
example was the tripartite
agreement signed between
Digital Penang, Universiti
Sains Malaysia (USM) and
Angkasa-X Innovation Sdn
Bhd in April to further pro-
mote talent development in
space economy in the state.

“Our future lies in the hands
of fresh, innovative and young
minds. So, it is really good to
see Digital Penang stretch its
wings to collaborate with educa-
tional institutions,” he added.

From the perspective of digi-
tal infrastructure, Digital Pen-
ang is also mulling over the
idea of setting up an Internet
Exchange and Data Centre in
Penang.

Separately, Zairil also stated
that the Digital Integrated Ser-
vice Centre (DISC) project by
Digital Penang is in its tender
evaluation process.

“This application, which
will be used in all the state
constituency service centres,
will enable the centres to as-
sist people to register digi-
tally for programmes such as
i-Sejahtera, e-Rumah, as well
as following up on enquiries
and other matters.
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in engineering

uStory by K.H. Ong
=Pix by Ahmad Adil Muhamad

I Malaysia Sdn Bhd, former-
le known as National Instru-

ments, has proved to be an
ardent supporter of the state gov-
ernment when it comes to educa-
tion and talent development.

It recently announced an ad-
ditional donation of RM830,000
to the Penang Science Cluster
(PSC) for the next four years to
fund its Girls in Engineering and
Tech (GET) Programme.

NI managing director Selvam
Chinappan made the announce-
ment during his speech at the
commencement ceremony of
the construction of the compa-
ny’s new supply chain distribu-
tion hub next to its existing fac-
tory in Bayan Lepas on Nov 13.

Among the guests at the
launch were Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow, Mida Investment
Promotion & Facilitation deputy
chief executive officer Sivasuri-
yamoorthy Sundara Raj and PSC
director Yoon Chon Leong.

“This initiative is aligned with
our purpose in making a differ-

ence in the community where
we live and work,” said Selvam,
who is also the senior director
of APAC Manufacturing.

Chow praised NI for exempli-
fying its good corporate citizen-
ship role in Penang.

“Besides continuously in-
vesting in top-notch technolo-
gies and products here, NI
also donated RM1 million for
the Penang Future Foundation
Scholarship Programme and
RM150,000 to Penang Science
Cluster in 2020.

“NI's dedication to creating
a positive impact towards the
talent pool in Penang is indeed
a role model to the industry,”
Chow said in his speech.

Yoon also thanked Selvam
for NI's solid support for the
programme.

“NI has been a tremendous
contributor to PSC for developing
science among our young chik
dren. By announcing four years
of donations, especially for the
girls to get them into engineer-
ing, we are indeed thankful.

“There are many girls in uni-
versities but we want to have

,J_-,-
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NI empowers glrls@ér

more of them in engineering.
They are smart and we just
need to introduce them to engj-
neering. The current Malaysian
engineering sector is a boy’s
thing,” Yoon said.

In November 2019, NI had
announced a broad-based ex-
pansion of their business in
Penang that would include
US$40 million (RM166 million)
in capital investment.

To enable this growth, NI said
they would build a new state-of-
the-art wing at the site. It would
be a mixed-use building housing
the shared service centre and
the new supply chain distribu-
tion hub.

The launch of the project was,
however, delayed twice because

Honouring fallen heroes

AFTER over year of hiatus due
to Covid-19, more than 100
people, including Chief Minis-
ter Chow Kon Yeow, visited the
Air Itam War Memorial Park to
mark the Penang Overseas Chi-
nese Anti-Japanese War Memo-
rial World Remembrance Day.

It is celebrated annually on
Nov 11.

The Penang Overseas Chi-
nese Anti-Japanese War Me-
morial World Remembrance
Day is held to remember the
members of the armed forc-
es who died during the Japa-
nese Occupation.

It was not held last year fol-
lowing the severity of the Co-
vid-19 pandemic.

Those present observed
strict standard operating proce-
dures (SOPs).

A minute of silence was ob-
served and the guests sang the
Negaraku and the state anthem
before the event started.

Chow, in his speech, was
thankful that the people could
gather at the Air Itam War Me-
morial Park once again.

"It is of utmost importance
for us to promote love, peace
and harmony. We need to be
grateful for the harmonious sur-
rounding that we have managed
to achieve,” he said.

Chow also conveyed a spe-
cial thanks to the rakyat, es-
pecially to the frontliners and
volunteers who have tirelessly
contributed their strength dur-
ing the pandemic.

"You are the heroes of
this era,” he added.

Chow also reminded the
people to be vigilant al-
though Penang has entered
Phase Four of the National
Recovery Plan (NRP).

Meanwhile, Chinese consul-
general to Penang Lu Shiwei
was grateful that the event
could be held this year.

"This is a symbolic event.
We commemorate the strug-
gles of the fallen heroes back
then,” he said.

Lu also hoped that the Co-
vid-19 situation would improve.

Also present were Penang
Chinese Town Hall (PCTH) chair-

The Air Itam War Memorial
Park.

man Datuk Khor Teng How,
state executive councillors and
state assemblymen.

o how pullingithellevers to/launch the ’E,.
Bpiling forlthe construction work of[l\j_T’s
new/supply/chain/ distribution hub-\With ®

himi(fromjleft) arelLee; Loo, Yew, Selvam
" and|Sivasuriyamoorthy: 2

of the Covid-19 pandemic. It fi-
nally occurred on Nov 13.

NI, which started opera-
tions in Penang in 2009, is the
Group’s third largest operation
site. It is one of the largest
R&D outside its headquarters
in Austin, Texas, with functions
such as manufacturing, R&D,
IT, finance, customer operations
and more.

According to Selvam, the new
project is expected to be com-
pleted by the second quarter of
this year and would create 250
high value jobs in Penang.

Currently the NI plant in Pen-
ang hires 1,000 employees out
of a global workforce numbering
7,000.

Chow said he was glad the

launch of the construction could
get off the ground and congratu-
lated everyone at NI for their
perseverance to make the ex-
pansion a reality.

“This project serves as NI's
new supply chain distribution
hub for products that cater for
Industry 4.0, 5G and the auton-
omous vehicle markets.

“l am pleased that the state
has garnered RM14 billion of
approved manufacturing in-
vestments in 2020, the sec-
ond highest in history and 75%
of the amount was contributed
by FDI.

“This is an attestation of the
investors’ confidence in Pen-
ang as a sustainable invest-
ment location,” Chow said.

Penang Miao Hui 2022 to be
held over a month

ONE of Penang’s most excit-
ing events, the Penang Chi-
nese New Year celebration
(Miao Hui) will be held from
Jan 1 to Feb 15.

However, the annual cel-
ebration will be carried out
virtually in view of the Co-
vid-19 situation.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said some small-scale
physical activities might be
held should the situation im-
prove next year.

“The theme for the 23rd
Miao Hui celebration is
‘Check-In’. The annual event
was initiated back in 1999.

“The people have been
taking part in the celebra-
tion virtually since the start
of the Covid-19 pandemic,”
Chow told a press confer-
ence in Komtar.

The Penang Miao Hui
2022 is organised by Pen-
ang Chinese Clan Council
and supported by the state

government.

Chow said the state gov-
ernment has been focus-
sing on developing various
arts and culture.

“We hope that more
young people will step for-
ward to assist in the prepa-
ration of the event.

“It is not an easy task to
organise such an event as
it covers a wide range of re-
sponsibilities.

“The cost of organising
the celebration is about
RM400,000.

“We hope that more non-
governmental organisa-
tions and businesses can
do their part in support-
ing the event. Those who
are interested to fund the
event can contact Komtar
assemblyman Teh Lai Heng
at 016-4459808,” he said.

Chow also thanked the
sponsors who had provided
their assistance.



uStory by Kevin Vimal
®Pix by Noor Siti
Noorazis

TIE art of rattan weaving
is slowly becoming a dy-
ing trade in this tech age,
claims 60-year-old Ng Joo Long,
a third-generation successor of
the business in his family.

Rattan is used for a variety of
purposes, most notably in the
making of furniture, handicraft
and building materials or con-
struction tools.

Ng, who has been making rat-
tan products for more than 40
years, said he was happy at be-
ing able to carry on the legacy of
his family, going back all the way
to when his grandfather started
it many years ago.

Before his grandfather
bought a lot in Bukit Mertajam
in 1970 to run the business,
Ng recalled the initial days
when his family owned a shop
in Sia Boey on the island.

“| started learning about mak-
ing rattan products when | was
10. As a thirdgeneration suc-
cessor, | am proud to carry the
family business on my back,
but unfortunately, the younger

Nabilah

generation these days do not
understand the unigueness of
rattan-weaving.

“Due to rapid develop-
ments surrounding us in this
modern era, the young peo-
ple, including my children,
have resorted to technology
and have their own jobs.

“My three kids have no idea
about the art of rattan-weaving,
and that’s okay because | have
no intention of forcing them to
delve into something that’s out
side their interest.

“Besides that, the struggle is
real as rattan supply is limited
these days, and this is mainly
because Bukit Mertajam is rap-
idly developing.

“Due to this challenge, | am
left with no choice at times, but
to purchase rattan from Pah-
ang and other states, resulting
in higher cost,” Ng told Buletin

Ngsweaving! the-rattan-at-the.entrance of ' his: shop hlle,__. o
somejof.his products/can be'seenlinithe background —

Mutiara during an exclusive in-
terview at his shop in Bukit Mer-
tajam recently.

As age is catching up, Ng said
he no longer has the pace and
strength to move fast while mak-
ing the rattan products.

When asked if it was dif-
ficult to make furniture and
other products made of rat-
tan, Ng said it wasn’'t hard
for him, but the process of
making the products requires
a good amount of detailing,

strength and hard work.

“It is normal to experience
some pain, especially on our fin-
gers when engaged in this pro-
cess, but we have to know that
nothing comes easy in life.

“As the saying goes, no pain,
no gain. However, the art of
weaving requires great amount
of patience, skill and passion.

“Without these three at-
tributes, it is difficult to see
a good result at the end of
the day. Patience because

nothing works right at the
first go as it would take
time before you eventually
see the fruits.

“Skill because when you
work on something, you must
have some flair to excel in it,
and that comes with a lot of
practice as well.

“And without passion, it's
best not to venture into this busi-
ness. It is not entirely profitable
but with passion, you will do it
with all your heart,” Ng said.

~
e "m

Llek Hou presenting his badmlﬁton jersey to Chow. Also in the picture are Rashid (left), Soon
(fourth from left), Ng (fifth from left) and Chai (right).

Shuttler sets sight on 2024 Paris Games

PENANGITE Cheah Liek Hou
proved that age is no barrier
when he claimed a straight sets
win against a younger para-
badminton player, clinching the
gold medal in the men’s single
SU5 event of the 2020 Summer
Paralympics in Tokyo, Japan, two
months ago.

Liek Hou, 33, went against
Dheva Anrimusthi, 22, from In-
donesia, and won the final in
straight sets 21-17, 21-15.

The victory made him the
first Malaysian athlete to
win a para-badminton gold
medal for the country in the
Paralympic Games.

Despite suffering from SU
5 (standing/upper limb impair-
ment) since the day he was born,
Liek Hou was not discouraged
by his disability but worked to
achieve greater success in life.

Speaking to Buletin Muti-
ara after a sharing session
with Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, state Youth and Sports
Committee chairman Soon Lip
Chee and Penang State Sports
Council (PSSC) director Harry
Chai on Nov 20, Liek Hou said
it was a dream come true for
him to take part in the biggest
sporting arena.

“| was overwhelmed with joy
after the match. | just couldn’t
believe that | had won.

“My coach and mentor, Da-
tuk Rashid Sidek, was instru-
mental to my achievement. |
have been training consistent-
ly under his guidance.

“My family has also been
very supportive and it encour-
ages me to do well.

“The journey was tough but
my perseverance helped me to

get through,” he said.

Liek Hou said he is now
spending some quality time
with his family and enjoying
his other hobby, cycling.

“I will return to training soon
as | am looking forward to the
2024 Paralympic Games in
Paris,” he said.

Chow offered words of
encouragement to Liek Hou
and congratulated him on his
success.

He also praised Rashid for
being a good coach and men-
tor to Liek Hou.

Rashid said Liek Hou’s men-
tal grit was the main factor which
contributed to his success.

At the end of the event, Liek
Hou presented a badminton
racket and his jersey to Chow.

Also present was Air Itam as-
semblyman Joseph Ng.

Kung Fu Panda ‘arrives’

VISITORS to the Taman Pekaka
field in Sungai Dua will be met
by characters from the movie
“Kung Fu Panda” following
the latest upcycle project by
the Penang Island City Council
(MBPP).

It is learnt that the project’s
theme was initiated by MBPP
councillor Tan Seang Keat.

“The sculptures include six
characters from the movie,
namely the panda, tigress,
praying mantis, viper, monkey
and crane.

“These will definitely attract
kids as well as give them the
urge to engage in outdoor
activities rather than being
hooked on gadgets.

“This will also encourage
parents to come out with their
kids and spend quality family
time," Tan told Buletin Muti-
ara at the launch of the proj-
ect on Nov 16.

He also thanked the MBPP
Landscape Department for
helping to enhance the sculp-
ture works.

Credit also goes to MBPP as-
sistant health officer Ahmad Ni-
zuar Nordin, who oversees the
council’s upcycling projects.

Upcycling, or taking old or
used materials and transform-

at Taman Pekaka field

ing them into new and higher
quality objects that have artis-
tic and environmental value,
started off as a hobby for him.

But when MBPP Urban
Services Department direc-
tor Xavier Sebastian saw the
display of his upcycle work at
his sub-office located in Jalan
Sungai, he instantly decided
to tap into Ahmad Nizuar's
passion for upcycling.

Xavier then took the initia-
tive to collaborate with the MB-
PP councillors as well as the
state assemblymen to further
expand the project," Ahmad Ni-
zuar said.

Ahmad Nizuar, whose job
scope includes maintenance
work as well as collecting re-
cycling items, said a special
task force was formed under
MBPP’s Urban Services De-
partment to execute the upcy-
cling projects.

“My team would normally
do the upcycling work after
we have completed our main
tasks.

“We actually do this after
work, so it really takes passion
and interest to commit your-
selves to this. It is something
like an extra job," Ahmad Ni-
zuar said.
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OM an old and abandoned building
to winning two prestigious awards.
That’s the journey of the Butter-
worth Digital Library (BDL), the first digj-
tal library in Seberang Perai.

The first award was the Malaysian In-
stitute of Interior Designers (MIID) Reka
Awards 2020 under the Green Interior
and Adaptive Reuse category and the
other was the Architects Association of

Malaysia (PAM) Awards 2020 under
the Adaptive Reuse category.
MIID Reka Awards,
which were inau-
~ gurated in

.'.'f',-.\._

Ahmad Zaini

Tw a\;a rds for
Butterworth Digital Library

are a platform for upcoming and well-
established interior designers to receive
recognition for their talent, expertise and
excellence in pursuing their artistic abili-
ties and technical know-how.

PAM Awards, which were established
in 1990, recognise Malaysian architects
who pursue excellence in design and pro-
mote the advancement of a quality built
environment that creates a positive im-
pact (socially, physically or culturally) in
Malaysia, as well as highlight the diver-
sity of Malaysian architecture.

And the person
i be -
TTmma T e NiNd
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giving the thumbs up in front of the Butterworth Dlgltal

Library, a library that he created and designed.

successful BDL project was none other
than its architect, Ahmad Zaini Zainul
Abidin.

“The two awards were totally unex-
pected because of the fierce competition
under the Green Interior and Adaptive Re-
use categories.

“The MIID Reka Awards and PAM
Awards attracted more than 100 sub-
missions from other architecture firms
nationwide for both categories.

“I submitted the BDL entry last year
for both categories and was informed of
the results this year. The award ceremo-
ny was conducted online for PAM Awards
(Jan 6) and MIID Reka Awards in April
this year.

“I could not believe it. It was like a
dream come true. | am truly grateful
for that.

“The BDL project is like my legacy for
the local community in Butterworth since
| was also born and raised there.

“l am glad that | can contribute some-
thing valuable to my community through
this project,” Ahmad Zaini said during an

exclusive interview with Buletin Mutiara at
the Butterworth Digital Library recently.

Located in Kampung Benggali, BDL is
a double-storey building, fully equipped
with a community hall, a digjtal library,
conference and seminar rooms, telecon-
ference room, indoor playground for kids
and cafeteria.

The BDL project was announced in
2018. Construction work began in April
2019 and was fully completed in January
2020 at cost of RM6.6 million.

The digital library project was done
through a publicprivate partnership
(PPP) between Think City Sdn Bhd, Se-
berang Perai City Council (MBSP) and
Penang government, through Chief Min-
ister Incorporated (CMI).

BDL is the fourth digital library in
Penang.

The others are located on the is-
land, namely Penang Digital Library 1
and Penang Digital Library 2 in Jalan
Masjid Negeri, and Penang Digital Li-
brary @ Batu Maung at Southbay Pla-
za in Batu Maung.

RUMAH TERES 1 TINGKAT JENIS A

RUMAH TERES 2 TINGKAT

RUMAH TERES 2 TINGKAT

Harga: RM544,000 - RM707,000

KEDAI PEJABAT 2 TINGKAT

Harga: RM550,000 - RM923,000

FAKS: +604-646 7932

Pemaju: PAVILION EVERISE SDN. BHD. | No, Syarikat: 1073290 K I No. Lesen P" i
Berhad | Mo. Kelulusan Pelan Bangunan: MB:
Pemaju: PAVILION EVERISE SDH. B
Kelulusan Pelan Bangunan: MBSP/.

Syarikat: 1073290 i(l

Lot Biasa Luas Tanah: +22'x 70" | Luas Tanah: + 22'x 45'

/28 | Bilangan Unit: 16 unit Rumah Teres 2 Tingkat / 209 unit Rumah Teres

UNTUK
BUMIPUTERA
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KEDAI PEJABAT 2 TINGKAT

RUMAH TERES 1 TINGKAT

Jenis A Luas Tanah: + 22'x 65" | Luas Tanah: + 22'x 45
Harga: RM371,000 - RM582,000

Jenis B Luas Tanah: £ 22'x 65' | Luas Tanah: + 22"x 45’
Harga: RM371,000 - RM582,000

Lot Biasa Luas Tanah:+ 20'x 70° | Luas Tanah: + 20'x 63’

PAVILION EVERISE SDN. BHD. 173200-

Lot 20084 Jalan Kubang Menerong, 13300 Tasek Gelugor, Pulau Pinang.
E-MEL: info@dhalonaplace.com.my

IKLAN INI TELAH DILULUSKAN OLEH JABATAN PERUMAHAN NEGARA
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1700 818 365

www.dhalonaplace.com.my

dari 11/03/2021 hingga 10/03,/2023 | Tarikh dijangka siap: Mar 2023 | Hak Milik Kekal | Pelan dilubuskan oleh: Majlis Bandaraya Seberang Perai | Pajakan Tanak: CIMB Bank
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