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5% rate

for Penang

govt’s

report card
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SCORE of 75% in most exam
Agapers would mean a high credit
r, in some
cases, even a dis-
tinction and most
students would
be elated as it in-
dicates that they

The main objective 2
IS to ensure that the

Chow said the report card was based
on the state’s administration perfor-
mance from May 2018 to September
2021.

“Besides the report card, the state
government will
also provide

dashboard
through the Pen-
ang2030 web-
site to directly

have_ per_formed State government display the cur-
we " e S is on the right track o it ong
So too the Pen- programmes

ang state govern-
ment after it offi
cially launched its
Three-Year Achieve-
ment Report Card
recently.

Speaking to re-
porters after the event, Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow said the overall perfor-
mance of the state government during
this three-year period is at 75% in terms
of the projects and programmes imple-
mentation.

to bring Penang to

greater heights —
Chow

implemented in
the state to en-
able the people
to provide feed-
back,” he said.

“This is the
first time we are
launching such a report card for the
public.

“The main objective is to ensure that
the state government is on the right
track to bring Penang to greater heights.

“It also serves to reflect the state’s

IUNIARY

SPLENDOUR OF LIGHTS: after having to hold its annual

lighting ceremony virtually last year due to Covid-19, the event at the Kek
Lok Si Temple was held physically this year. Hundreds of visitors thronged
the temple in Air Itam to witness the tradition. The ceremony saw the
130-year-old temple transformed into a fairyland of lights. Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow, who was present, wished everyone a blessed Chinese
New Year. Also present were Penang Social Development and Non-Islamic
Religious Affairs Committee chairman Chong Eng, Air Putih assemblyman
Lim Guan Eng, Air Itam assemblyman Joseph Ng, Komtar assemblyman Teh
Lai Heng and temple trustee Datuk Seri Steven Ooi.

* SEE ALSO P4

actual achievements and its commit-
ment to achieve the Penang2030 vision
(of A Family-Focused, Green and Smart
State that Inspires the Nation).

“This report card might not be perfect,
but it is our first step towards account-
ability to all Penangites,” Chow said in his
speech when launching the report card
at The Top Komtar on Jan 21.

Also present were Deputy Chief Min-
ister | Datuk Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul
Rahman, Deputy Chief Minister Il Prof Dr
P. Ramasamy, State Speaker Datuk Law
Choo Kiang and State Secretary Datuk
Dr Ahmad Jailani Muhamed Yunus.

Accordlng to Chow, the mfographlc
type of report card makes it easier for
the people to view and understand.

“This infographic report card pro-
vides information regarding various
projects and programmes initiated by
the state government between 2018
and 2021.

“This includes housing initiatives,
climate change resilience, econo-
my, technology, digitalisation, fam-
ily, youth empowerment and gender
equality.

*Turn to pg 2




Cost of new plant:

RM600 million.

Plant Size: 39,200sq m

Expected completion:

2024

Creation of 600 new jobs
in the next five years

)

Defend our

democracy

=Story by Edmund Lee &
Tanushalini Moroter

ALAYSIANS should
not give up in defend-
ing the democracy in

the country despite the politi-
cal instability that has taken
place, says Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow.

“As voters, we should not give
up on the democratic system in
the country.

“We might have given up on
the politicians who have hopped
party, or on the political parties
which have destroyed people’s
trust, but we should never give
up on our country’s hope.

“Therefore, no matter how
hard it is, we have to continue
defending our democracy. And
if you find any party or politi-
cian not prioritising the people’s
hopes and desires, you can bring
those people down.

“We have to defend the future
of our country as well as our fu-
ture generations,” Chow said af-
ter distributing 500 meal boxes,
in conjunction with the Chinese
New Year celebration to Seri De-
lima residents.

In this respect, Chow said
the tabling of an anti-party
hopping bill and a two-term
limit for prime minister must
be finalised first under the
Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) on Transforma-
tion and Political Stability
between the federal govern-
ment and Pakatan Harapan

(PH) before the next polls.

He said these two items un-
der the MoU must be approved
in the next parliamentary ses-
sion to prevent an elected gow-
ernment from being overthrown
due to party hopping.

Penang, he said, had already
established an anti-party hop-
ping law and also limit the chief
minister’s post to two terms.

Minister in the Prime Minis-
ter's Department Datuk Seri Dr
Wan Junaidi Tuanku Jaafar had
said that a Bill on anti-hopping,
which is being finalised, would
be tabled in the Parliament meet-
ing in February-March.

Chow expressed his grati-
tude to Penangites for con-
sistently supporting the state
government.

Chow also wished everyone
present a happy, prosperous
and healthy Year of the Tiger.

Meanwhile, Seri Delima as-
semblyman  Syerleena  Abdul
Rashid said the gathering was a
gesture of appreciation towards
the residents in her constituency
in conjunction with the festivity.

After visiting the Karpal Singh
neighbourhood park in Island
Glades, Chow and Syerleena
also met the residents at the
Hunza Complex in Greenlane
Heights where 800 meal boxes
were prepared to be distributed
to the residents.

Also present during the event
were Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) councillors Darren Quah
and Tan Soo Siang.

fe=>- MARCH 1—15, 2022

<Y

Swiss-based manufacturer sets up
second plant in Batu Kawan

LEADING global developer, man-
ufacturer and supplier of high-
end vacuum valves, VAT Group
AG, will be expanding its opera-
tions in Penang with a new facil-
ity in the Batu Kawan Industrial
Park (BKIP).

The first plant of VAT Manu-
facturing Malaysia Sdn Bhd is
located at Persiaran Cassia
Selatan 1 while the new one
is located at Persiaran Cassia
Selatan 6 in BKIP.

The Swiss-based com-
pany’s new plant will cost
RM600 million.

VAT Manufacturing Malaysia
managing director Paraveen
Singham said the new 39,200sq
m plant is expected to be com-
pleted in 2024.

“This expansion project is ex-
pected to create 600 new jobs in
the next five years, bringing VAT
Malaysia’s total headcount in
Penang to over 1,200.

“The new plant will more than
double the production capacity
of VAT's Malaysian operations,

increasing factory output to over
RMA4.6 billion.

“In addition, VAT Malaysia will
also set up a new apprentice
training centre to ensure that we
are able to build up fresh talents
in partnership with local voca-
tional institutes,” he said in his
speech before taking part in the
groundbreaking ceremony of the
new facility on Jan 27.

Also participating in the
ground-breaking ceremony were
Deputy Chief Minister | Datuk An-
mad Zakiyuddin Abdul Rahman,
Chief Minister of Penang special
investment adviser Datuk Seri
Lee Kah Choon, InvestPenang
chief executive officer Datuk Loo
Lee Lian, Swiss ambassador to
Malaysia Andrea Reichlin and
VAT Group AG chief executive of-
ficer Mike Allison.

Ahmad Zakiyuddin, in his
speech, congratulated VAT
Group AG for the outstanding
milestone.

“True to its reputation as the
Silicon Valley of the East, Pen-

ang, besides being one of the
prominent hubs for electrical and
electronics (E&E) manufacturing,
is also a regional thriving hub in
machinery and equipment (M&E)
and medical devices. Penang ac-
counts for an estimated 5% of
global semiconductor sales.

“Importantly, we are proud
that Penang is gaining momen-
tum in frontend equipment
manufacturing, where VAT plays
an important role in the value
chain,” he said.

Paraveen said during the se-
lection of the site for expansion,
the company received strong
support from Loo and the Invest-
Penang team.

“Penang Development Corpo-
ration (PDC) also provided techni-
cal support in order to complete
our due diligence assessment,”
he said.

According to Allison, a robust
and competent local supply
chain ecosystem is one of the
factors that attracted VAT Group
AG to Penang.
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Chow officially unveiling the Three-Year Achievement Report Card while Ahmad Zakiyuddin
(right), Law (third from right) and Ahmad Jailani (fourth from right) look on.

State to accelerate Penang2030 vision

*From pg 1

“I would also like to thank
all state executive councillors,
state agencies and state pub-
lic servants for their contribu-
tions to make all the above
achievements possible,” he
said.

In his speech, Chow added
the state government aimed
to accelerate the Penang2030
vision based on three main ini-
tiatives.

“They are the ‘Place-making
Initiatives’, ‘Community Build-
ing Initiatives’ and ‘Industry
Engagement Initiatives’.

“Through the Place-making
Initiatives, we want to create a

creative digital innovation hub
that will be a catalyst to the
K-Economy (knowledge econo-
my) of the future.

“Thus, we are working very
closely to identify key poten-
tial areas to be turned into the
Creative Digital District (CD2)
or CD Square, which will pro-
vide the catalyst for the state’s
economic development, entre-
preneurship, technology trans-
fer and enhancement of knowl-
edge,” he added.

For the Community Building
Initiatives, Chow said public co-
operation is needed to empow-
er the community in the state.

“Thus, community leaders
need to establish close coop-

eration with government-linked
companies (GLCs) to organ-
ise various community pro-
grammes.

“Meanwhile, for the Indus-
try Engagement Initiatives, the
involvement of the state gov-
ernment, the public and the
private sector is crucial as it
will create a more developed,
sustainable and capable eco-
system to expand our invest-
ment base, especially during
the post-pandemic area,” add-
ed Chow.

For more information on
the Penang government’s
Three-Year Achievement Re-
port Card, visit https://pen-
ang2030.com/.



ENANG will explore op-
Pportunities with Dubai

which could benefit both
parties, considering the simi-
larities they share.

State Entrepreneurial De-
velopment, Trade and Industry
Committee chairman Datuk
Abdul Halim Hussain said Pen-
ang and Dubai could leverage
on trade, tourism, e-commerce
and halal initiatives as both
are strategically located and
well connected by air, sea and
land within their own regions.

“We could explore opportu-
nities which could benefit both
parties,” he said after a visit
to the Dubai Airport Freezone
(DAFZ) recently.

Dubai Airport Freezone mar-
keting and business growth
senior vice-president Abdu-
laziz Al Hammadi said DAFZ
has become an integral and
vital economic contributor to
Dubai over the past 25 years.

“Dubai Airport Freezone
was established in 1996. It is
the second oldest free zone in
Dubai.

“DAFZ contributes around
10 to 12% of total Dubai for-
eign trade annually. This rep-
resents more than 25% of the
total free zone trades in Dubai.

“DAFZ embarks on innova-
tion. We have always tried to
enhance our ways of doing
business; not only for Dubai
and the UAE, but also for glob-
al trade.

“The Covid-19 pandemic
and its restrictions did not
stop us. As a free zone, we
must keep on being the en-
abler and the engine.

“It is not just for the econo-
my but also for the companies
and the relations that we are
building,” he said.

Abdulaziz said DAFZ still
managed to contribute 10 to
11% of Dubai’s trade during
the pandemic period.

Also present was Dubai Air-
port Freezone director general
Amna Rashed Lootah.

The delegates from Penang
were in Dubai for the Penang
Week at Expo 2020 Dubai.

Besides participating in the
international expo, the del-
egates also went on official
visits to DAFZ, Dubai Commer-
City, Jebel Ali Free Zone (JAF-
ZA) and HSA Group. Meetings

Dubal CommerCity vice-president (marketing) Rashed Al Mulla (right) briefing (from left)
Seberang Perai City Council mayor Datuk Azhar Arshad, Abdul Halim, Penang Development
Corporation chief executive officer Aziz Bakar, Penang Entrepreneurial Development, Trade
and Industry Committee member Goh Choon Aik and Penang State Financial Officer Datuk Dr
Mohamad Farazi Johari during their visit to Dubai CommerCity.

and briefings by Tradeling,
Halal Trade Marketing Centre
(HTMC), DP World and Pacific
Inter-Link Sdn Bhd, were also
held during the visits.

Over at DP World Port Op-
erations, Abdul Halim thanked

DP World for hosting the Pen-
ang delegates.

“We have learnt how DP
World managed to increase its
port activities despite the Co-
vid-19 pandemic.

“The port was able to re-

duce its costs and expand its
trade volume with its technol-
ogy and efficiency.

“Stakeholders in Penang
can learn from this experience
and improve their efficiency,”
he said.
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Escape goes global

SIM Leisure took an important
step forward towards interna-
tional expansion of its ESCAPE
attraction brand through the
signing of Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoUs) with part-
ners in Oman, Qatar and Saudi
Arabia recently.

The partners will represent
the ESCAPE brand on the
ground in each of their respec-
tive territories.

They will source and se-
cure relevant and appropriate
funding partners across mall
operators and land owners to
develop the ESCAPE brand of
adventure parks.

The signing ceremony, which
was held on Jan 19 at the Ma-
laysia Pavilion at Expo 2020
Dubai, was witnessed by Pen-
ang Governor Tun Ahmad Fuzi
Abdul Razak, Penang Entrepre-
neurial Development, Trade and
Industry Committee chairman
Datuk Abdul Halim Hussain, and
Penang Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee chairman

Yeoh Soon Hin.

Senior representatives from
Sim Leisure partners were also
present at the event.

They included Oasis Busi-
ness & Investment (Oman) chief
executive officer Hood Albalushi;
and managing partners of Oasis
Business & Investment (Qatar
Branch) Ibrahim Hamed Ham-
ood Al Amri and Khalfan Al Amri.

Alam Albahjah for Entertain-
ment (Saudi Arabia) director
Naif Mohammad Al Shammary
appeared virtually.

The MoU signing ceremo-
ny was also held in conjunc-
tion with Penang Week, with
the theme “Entrepreneurship
and Energy”.

Sim Leisure founder and
chief executive officer Sim Choo
Kheng said he was very excited
at the prospect of what they
could achieve together with their
partners in Oman, Qatar and
Saudi Arabia.

“This is truly a coming of age
for ESCAPE as we launch the

~ESCAPE
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brand internationally.

“We had plans to take the
ESCAPE brand internation-
ally earlier.

“However, we were delayed
for the last two years due to
the pandemic. Now, as travel
restrictions are eased, its fi-
nally time to venture into in-
ternational markets.

“These territories will add
to the ESCAPE park that is
already under construction
in Sri Lanka and an ESCAPE
park that has recently been
approved to start develop-

ment in China,” Sim, who has
over 30 years experience in
the theme park industry, said.
The idea for the ESCAPE
brand of theme parks was con-
ceived in 1998 when Sim re-
lived his childhood during a visit
to the Viethamese Thu Duc Vil
lage, just outside Saigon.
Today, the ESCAPE brand
is a proven Malaysian suc-
cess story. In the past 10
years, ESCAPE theme parks
have welcomed over 1.2 mil-
lion visitors. The brand has
also marked notable achieve-
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Ahmad Fuzi, Abdul Halim and Yeoh W|tnessmg the exchange of MoUs between Sim
Leisure Group and Oasis Business & Investment (Oman) chief executive officer Hood
Albalushi, and Oasis Business & Investment (Qatar Branch) managing partners lbrahim
Hamed Hamood Al Amri and Khalfan Al Amri.

B

ments including the Guinness
World Records for Longest
Tube Water Slide in the world
in ESCAPE Penang.

Ahmad Fuzi, in his keynote
address, said Sim Leisure
is a good example of how a
Malaysian company could be
successful on a world stage,
establishing its Middle East
headquarters in Dubai some
20 years ago; and having since
delivered over 300 unique in-
ternational theme parks and
attraction design and building
projects around the world.



a year for
recovery,
consolidation
and strength
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Air Itam township is lit up with lanterns galore
for the Chinese New Year celebration.

Chow and Consul General of the People's Republic of China in Penang Lu Shiwei
wishing everyone a blessed year ahead.

ALAYSIANS, as Chi-
nese worldwide, wel-
comed the Tiger in

a way befitting the majestic
animal.
It was a time for brightly-lit

lanterns and neon lights, bril-
liant fireworks displays and
of course the dragon dance.

In his speech during the
Spring  Festival reception
hosted by the People's Re-

public of China, Chief Min-
ister Chow Kon Yeow hoped
that this year would be a
year for recovery, consoli-
dation and strength for the
people.

The special ornate
archway at Taman
Chai Leng can change
colour every minute to
six different colours,
thus livening up the
Lunar New Year mood
in Seberang Perai.

A ‘tiger’ welcomes visitors to Air Itam which has once again been brightened up with
its streets adorned with decorative red lanterns.
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develop %5
musicians=
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E music will live on in
I Penang after Penang Youth
Development Corporation
(PYDC) initiated a platform to
assist musicians in Penang.
The Youth in Music (YIM),
a platform under Youth with
Rhythm, aims at collecting and
publishing profiles of musicians
to allow them to shine in their
respective areas of expertise.
Youth with Rhythm, an ini-
tiative jointly collaborated by
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New platforing

PYDC and Exabytes Network
Sdn Bhd, is dedicated to bring-
ing progress to the local music
industry.

YIM is featured under the
Youth for Future’s official
website.

State Youth and Sports Com-
mittee chairman Soon Lip Chee
has encouraged all youths with
musical talents in Penang to
join the programme and be fea-
tured on the website.

“This will be a one-stop plat-
form for young music practitio-
ners to be discovered, and to

Soon (fourth from right) with PYbC general manager Dr Gwee Sai Ling (third from right), Sungai Pinang
assemblyman Lim Siew Khim (second from right) and Pengkalan Kota assemblyman Daniel Gooi, as
well as event participants posing for a group photo.

be connected with each other.

“The platform can help to
generate potential collabora-
tions, aiding musicians to grow.

“Besides that, a series of
relevant programmes such as
workshops, concerts, compe-
titions and talks will be organ-
ised to benefit the YIM commu-
nity and the public.

“I believe that the launching
of this music platform is timely,
and it will be a boost in devel-
oping our youths for the future.

“This platform is created to
develop creative talents and it
is in line with PYDC’s mission,
which is to develop the youths
holistically,” Soon said during
the launching of the Youth in
Music platform in Komtar on
Jan 25.

Any individual or groups with
members aged 15 to 40 with
musical talents are welcome
to apply to be on the platform.

The applications will be
reviewed by YIM panel board

members, all of whom are
experienced music profes-
sionals.

They are Penang House of
Music director Paul Augustin,
singer Kamal Chopra, Sound
Maker Studio co-founder Cole
Yew Kok Cheong and singer
Vivian Lau Xiau Yin.For more
information about the plat-
form, visit Youth for Future’s
official website at www.youth-
forfuture.my/bakat-belia-pu-
lau-pinang.

RM22m for maintenance of eligible housing schemes

THE Penang government has
approved a total of RM22.25
million to carry out various
maintenance works on eligible
housing schemes in the state
this year.

State Local Government,
Housing, Town and Country Plan-
ning Committee chairman Jag-
deep Singh Deo (pix) said the
allocation shows that the state
government remains commit-
ted to assisting eligible housing
schemes that require facility
maintenance assistance.

“The RM22.25 million is for
the ‘Peruntukan Pembangunan
Kerajaan’ (RM8.95 million),
‘Peruntukan Amanah Peny-
elenggaraan’ (RM6.5 million)
and Penang Maximum 80%
Housing Maintenance Fund
(TPM8O0PP) with an amount of
RM®6.8 million.

“Such an allocation is crucial
for the people to live properly if
there are some critical issues
that need to be addressed, such
as lift maintenance, water tanks
and other related matters.

“And we will continue to
implement such initiatives,”
Jagdeep told a press confer-
ence during his visit to the Ta-
man Jelutong Jaya Apartment
in Jelutong on Jan 26.

During his visit, Jagdeep
announced that the state has

also approved the TPM8O0OPP
application by Taman Jelutong
Jaya Apartment.

“It is for the upgrading of
two units of lifts at Block 3 of
the apartment as its frequent
malfunctioning has inconve-
nienced the residents.

“The total cost of the mainte-

nance work is RM290,000 and
the state has agreed to bear
80% of the total cost.

“We are happy that the man-
agement corporation of the hous-
ing scheme is willing to bear the
remaining 20%,” Jagdeep said.

“The Penang government
has various housing mainte-

nance funds and programmes
to assist eligible housing
schemes in need.

“We have spent about
RM290.55 million to assist
various maintenance projects
for eligible housing schemes,
from 2008 until Jan 25 this
year,” he said.
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Terma dan syarat

1. Penyertann terbuks kepada mereka yang berusia 13 tahun dan ke atas.

2. Bebas manggunakan ssharang jenis bahan mewarna.
3. Sair kertas lukisan adalah A3 (29.7 cm x 24 cm).

4. Lukisan grafik dan

puter adalah tidak dibanarkan,

TR A

5. Lulisan dan idea adalah hasil ciptaan sendiri.

6. Setiap set penysrtaan periu bertemakan, “Experience Penang -
bersarta dengan

Hustrasi Anda” dan

logo Buletin Mutiara,

7. Borang butiran maksmat peribadi peserta periu ditampal di bahagian belakang karys,

B. Penyartann ahli keluarga berdekat barisan panganjur adalah tidak sah.

9. Semin karys adalah hak milik penganjur,
10. Sebarang pertanyaan, sila hubungt 04-650 5704 / 04-250 3322 / 04-650 5256.
11. Alamatkan semua borang penyertaan Kepada:

r?an Melukis Pester - 1/2022,
nnqiu.u Homitar, 10503 Pulau Pinang.

Hu.itln Mublm

HADIAH

Pertama: RM700
Kedua: RM500
Ketiga: RM300

Tarikh peraduan: 15 Januari 2022 - 30 April 2022

Nama:
Kad Pengenalan:
Alamat:

No. Telefon : (Rumah)
(Bimbit)

Emel:

(Pastikan semua butiran diisi dengan lengkap.)
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

ET 04-2260218
04 -226 0218

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Dato’ Ir. Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul

NAMA ADUN

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

__/,l

No Tel/ No Faks

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976

MARCH 115, 2022

‘ NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG

No Tel/ No Faks

N.39 PULAU BETONG

N.01 PENAGA
YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah (M)
N.02 BERTAM {T) 013 - 430 6400

YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishaq

P) 04-576 7606

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
YB Nor Hafizah Othman

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor

(M)

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

T) 04 - 548 4541
F) 04 - 548 4541

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH

YB Zulkifli lorahim ]
n21adunsgacheh@gmail.com

N.40 TELUK BAHANG

YB Zolkifly Md. Lazim m

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

N.01 PENAGA
Aida Yusof Rawa

gidarawa54@yahoo.com

(T) 019 - 338 2668

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

(T) 04 - 890 3866

T) 04 - 575 6526 & .

igmoicl H SEEac YB Haiii Mohd. Tuah lsmail (T) 04 - 866 0214
N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy T) 04 - 383 2131
ramasamy@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 383 2131
N.07 SUNGAI PUYU
YE Phee BoonhPoh (T) O(% - %%% %3%%

n nan v.my; -
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com (F) 04-2618745
N.12 PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin T) 04 - 538 2871
norlela.arifin@gmail.com F) 04 - 538 4871
%légADAEIG HALANG T) 04 - 530 3028

ong Eng -

chong.eng@penang.gov.my SF% 04 - 530 3028
N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT H
Y6 Jagdeen gingh Sl fB 8 i i %% ? % i 2 ﬁ PENANG CARE SOCIETY %%06&1}6 010123

o] nan V.m - 04 - 6427777
N.37 BATU MAUNG DAP PENANG HQ T) 04 - 228 8482
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain T) 04 - 626 1442

. . . -

B ool R e i ) 047452 1445 doppgiistreamyx.com H Thoezidsli
N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee (T) 04-331 0163 PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-397 0115

Mohd. Taupek Abd. Rahman

| ] (T) 019 - 415 3850
hajifek@gmail.com

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Muhammad Fitri Termizi

: Ay (T)0O11-31127702
fitritermizi@amanah.org.my

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

T) 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtar@dappg.org

T) 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.0é TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal
mustafakamal.mkba@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n%.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 305 4962

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil
faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04- 5211106

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee
berapit@dappg.org

ET% 017 - 813 3509
F) 04 -540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon
kllee78@gmail.com

sT% 013-399 0519
F) 04-551 1442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsico-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

ST% 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

T) 04 - 502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
jawi@dappg.org

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah
ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

(T)

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng

limguaneng@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit
pulautikuskadun@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 228 5298
016 - 6912548
016 - 4152548

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen
pengkalankota@dappg.org

T) 04 - 250 1522
04 -250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

ST% 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
agirtam@dappg.org

(T) 04 - 829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam
kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail

T) 04 - 293 7545
F) 04 - 293 7546

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN NEGERI 04-262 1957
PBA (PUSAT PANGGILAN 24 JAM)  04-255 8255
KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF
SOCSO

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ 04-656 4131
04-398 8809

JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA 04-261 0058
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
FERI (GEORGETOWN) 04-210 2363

( BUTTERWORTH) 04-310 2377
JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTHO04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN
KANAK-KANAK
CAP 04-829 9511

04-829 4046

BEFRIENDERS PENANG 04-281 5161
04-281 1108
PERPUSTAKAAN PP 04-229 8555
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=Story by K.H. Ong
=Pix by K.H. Ong and courtesy
of Datuk Teh Kew San

E has achieved numer-
Hous memorable feats in

badminton on the world
stage, but for Datuk Teh Kew
San the highlight was captain-
ing the Malaysian
Thomas Cup /
winning team in
1967.

The staging of the
tournament in Jakarta was
set to be controversial, coming
at a time when the Indonesia-
Malaysia Confrontation (1963
65) had already ended but its
effects still lingered.

The final itself against hosts
Indonesia saw some unprece-
dented crowd trouble which led
to play being halted with Malay-
sia leading 4-3 in the best-of-
nine match-ups.

Malaysia’s top doubles pair of
Ng Boon Bee and Tan Yee Khan
were fancied to score the vital
fifth point in their match against
Muljadi and Agus Susanto.

Boon Bee and Yee Khan
romped to a 15-2 win in the
first game and led 10-2 in the
second.

But they let the lead slip
away from unforced errors and
disturbances from braying In-
donesian fans, some of whom
were reported to have used
flashlights on the faces of
Boon Bee and Yee Khan who
lost the second game 13-18.

Tournament referee Her-
bert Scheele then requested
the Indonesian authorities to
help restore order but when
the vociferous fans were not
removed, Scheele, fearing for
the players’ safety, declared
the tie abandoned.

The International Badminton
Federation (IBF) subsequently
decided that the two countries
must resume play in New Zea
land, but Indonesia rejected the
decision, thus forfeiting the re-
maining matches.

Malaysia was later awarded
the Thomas Cup, regaining it of-
ficially by a 6-3 margin.

“The Malaysian team was
eventually escorted back to the
hotel, but we dared not even eat
in the hotel. Overall, it was the
longest three weeks in my life.”

f\\

Badminton was versatlle
Hew San’s forte

member of the victori-
ous team, from the trav-
elling party.

That was Kew
San’s fourth and final
Thomas Cup, having
been a member of the
1958 and 1961 Ma-
layan teams and 1964
Malaysian one.

Kew San, 87, retains his

ardour for the game, making

. it a point to sweat it out at

the Penang YMCA badmin-
ton hall once a week.
Because of his ad-
vanced years, Kew San
indulges only in stroke
play. His flicks and lobs

1 are still steady, and his

backhand returns crisp

J and accurate.
His group consists of
| his wife Datin Ng Mei
Ling, daughter Karen, for-

‘ mer Uber Cupper Yap Hei
_ Ling and several young

and veteran players.

Kew San belongs to a rare
breed of athletes.

In badminton, he was con-
sidered an “all-rounder” for
his prowess in the singles,
doubles and mixed doubles.

Kew San’s singles titles
¥ included the Mexico City In-
/" ternational in 1960 and the
Asian Badminton Champion-
\ ship in 1962.

While Kew San was delight-
ed that the Malaysian team
was sent to England in 1968
to receive the Thomas Cup,
he was saddened the BA of
Malaysia excluded Billy Ng, a

Kew San in
action in his
heyday.

(From left) Badminton legends Tang Hsien-hu (also known as ‘The
Thing’), Eddy Choong, Hou Jia Chang and Kew San meeting for the
first time when Tang and Hou came with the China team to play their
inaugural friendly matches in Penang in 1973.

Kew San with the replica of the
Thomas Cup which Malaysia won
in 1967.

He formed a potent men’s
doubles partnership with Lim
Say Hup. Their banner year was
1959, sweeping the Glasgow
World Invitation, All-England,
Canada Open, US Open, Ma-
layan Open and Mexico Inter-
national titles.

Kew San excelled in the mixed
doubles, too, partnering Mei Ling
to win the 1962 Malayan Open
and the 1965 Malaysian event.

He was not just an “all-round-
er” in badminton; he was remark-
ably versatile at other sports.

He represented Penang in
inter-state cricket even be-
fore he joined the state bad-
minton team.

Kew San’s affinity for ball
games enabled him to be good
at football at which he was se-
lected to play for his employers,
Penang Island Municipal Council
(now Penang Island City Council)
where he ended his occupational
career as chief clerk.

To round off his versatility he
played basketball for his second-

AYew Cheng Hoe (left) and Kew
San with their trophies after
winning the 1966 Penang Open
men's doubles.

<« Mei Ling receiving the trophy

from the Sultanah of Kedah

after winning the mixed doubles

with Kew San (left) in the 1965

& Malaysian Championships held in
4 Kedah.

Mei Ling and Kew San with
the Perak State Championship
trophy, which they got to keep
outright after having won the
mixed doubles title three times
in a row.

ary school, the Anglo Chinese
School (ACS) Boys.

Methodist Boys School (for-
merly known as ACS) has hon-
oured Kew San with a prominent
niche in its Hall of Fame.

Kew San and Mei Ling have
been married for 56 years. They
have two children, Thomas and
Karen, and two grandchildren.

They got to know each other
while playing exhibition matches
in Alor Star after Kew San re-
turned from the 1958 Thomas
Cup in Singapore where the Ma-
layan team finished runners-up
to Indonesia.

In the course of his glorious
exploits for the country, Kew San
had to endure the thorns and
thistles that were incidental to
the pursuit.

He suffered blisters in one All-
England tournament and had to
undergo an operation in Middle-
sex Hospital in London.

Allowances given for overseas
tournaments, if any, were insuffi-
cient. In fact, they were derisively
small compared to what national
shuttlers receive today.

Moreover, most national play-
ers of Kew San’s era had to take
their own leave when they were
chosen to represent the country.

He had to apply for a pass to
watch the 1992 Thomas Cup fi-
nal in Kuala Lumpur but it did not
entitle him and other ex-national
players to a seat.

Most heartbreaking of all
was when he received news of
the death of his newborn baby
while playing in Pahang about
55 years ago. He immediately
flew back to Penang.

When you talk about bad-
minton to him, his face lights
up. The fact he can still hold a
racket and stroke the shuttle
are enough to bring a smile to
the maestro’s face.

Bad memories fade in its glow.



Preserving art

of Teochew
puppet opera

uStory by Edmund Lee
=Pix by Chan Kok Kuan

ESPITE various chal-
D lenges, the legacy and

cultural heritage of the
Teochew Puppetry and Opera
Show lives on with the Penang
Teochew Puppet and Opera
House

Once a widely famous stage
performance in any Chinese
community celebration, this tra-
ditional art form is losing much
of its lustre.

The Covid-19 economic im-
pact, inheritance issue and lack
of funds are part of the chal
lenges the opera show is facing.

In an exclusive interview with
Buletin Mutiara recently, Ling
Goh, who is a fourth-generation
Teochew opera performer, re-
lated that it was not an easy
task to handle the stage perfor-
mance for a few decades.

“You need to have self-deter-
mination, passion and interest

to learn all these sets of skills
in handling the puppet show
when on stage.

“Most youngsters are not so
passionate about it or keen on
learning all this as it takes them
a few years to master it.

“For me, I've been raised in
the troupe’s family and | don’t
have any qualms about it.

“We need to pass on this tra-
ditional art from one generation
to the next. It's worth for the
young generation to learn the
skills,” she said.

According to Ling Goh, her
mother Toh Ai Hwa, who was
founder of the now-defunct Kim
Giak Low Choon Puppet Troupe,
has been instrumental to the
troupe’s success.

“Hopefully by this year, |
can publish her biography,
detailing her journey and ob-
stacles since she started.

“It will feature her knowl-
edge and experiences for the
people to understand her sac-

Ang (second from left) presenting the award and
appreciation certificate to Ling Goh, who is accompanied

by Toh (second right) and Goh (right).

rifices,” she added.

Toh, 72, shared her side of
the story, saying that she had
grown up in the Teochew op-
era troupe.

“| travelled all over the coun-
try with my family and even per-
formed in other places.

“I picked up the learning
skills when | was young and
the rest is history,” said the
soft-spoken Toh.

When asked why she did
not want to take a rest, Toh
pointed out that she has al-
ready been accustomed to it.

“I've been going all over plac-
es since | was young, so that’s
fine with me,” she said.

Goh Lih Tat, who is the
brother of Ling Goh, said he

has been learning the skills
since he was five years old.

“When | was a child, | did
not really understand its sig-
nificance.

“However, when | grew up, |
began to appreciate the cultural
value of the stage performance.

“It's an honour for me to be
part of this art,” he said.

George Town World Heri-
tage Inc (GTWHI) general man-
ager Dr Ang Ming Chee, who
was present to hand over an
award and appreciation certif-
icate to Ling Goh, told Buletin
Mutiara that such contribu-
tions must be valued.

“Respect and recognition
must be given to them for their
efforts all this while."

e
This intricately designed
puppet is an important
material for the troupe.

From abandoned pho

WHO would have thought that
some old phone booths along
Beach Street in George Town
could be transformed into
beautiful and colourful mini li-
braries?

Penggerak Komuniti Muda
Pulau Pinang (Peka) executive
director Joshua Woo Sze Zeng
struck this idea in 2019 when
he saw some of the abandoned
phone booths on Beach Street.

“They were in a dilapidated
condition and unsightly in the
heart of the heritage core zone.

“I knew | had to do some-
thing to change this.

“After doing some think-
ing and reading, | decided
to transform the old phone
booths into mini libraries,”
Woo told Buletin Mutiara dur-
ing an interview recently.

He then initiated the project
with the support of the state
government to inculcate read-
ing habits among the people,
especially the younger genera-
tion, as its main objective.

In total, Peka has so far

These phone booths are a refreshing addition to the city’s landscape.

transformed five old public
phone booths into mini librar-
ies. Three are located at the
north end of Beach Street, one
on Gat Lebuh Gereja and anoth-
er on Lebuh China.

“Through this initiative, the
public can read, borrow, ex-
change or donate their books to
be shared with the community,”
he added.

Woo is also glad that Pen-
ang Island City Council (MBPP),
which owns the five phone
booths, is very supportive of
the project.

“After getting the neces-
sary approval from MBPP,
we started to decorate the
phone booths.

“The project started in 2020
but got delayed for almost two

e booths to m|n| Ilbrarles
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years due to a series of lock-
downs caused by Covid-19.

“After the lockdown ended,
we completed the mini library
at the end of last year.

“We are glad that MBPP
loves our idea and is willing
to help us as well to decorate
the old phone booths, such
as by providing USB ports and
lights to allow people to visit

Woo holding some of the
books in front of the mini
libraries.

them at night.

“The overall cost is around
RM9,000. Basically, the design
remains unchanged; we didn’t
shift or change the structure of
the booths.

“We just cleaned them, re-
moved the protruding wires and
unwanted parts, painted them,
and installed racks with acrylic
covers,” he said.

He urged the public not to
vandalise the mini libraries.



uStory by Edmund Lee
=Pix by Adleena Rahayu
Ahmad Radzi

worth a thousand words.
So to with art as an im-
portant tool to advocate en-
vironmental causes, says Dr
Paul Boey Teik
Soon.

The nature
lover, who is
also the for-
mer chairman
of Balik Pulau
International
Art Village
and Trustee
of Artopia Edu-
cation Trust,
said art brings
out the mes-
sage from the per-
son who created the artwork.

"For instance, you can see
that many of the art pieces
were produced by children
with disabilities.

"Although they have their
barriers and limitations to ex-
press themselves, they can
still manage to come out with
such creative pieces in order
to urge the public and authori-
ties to protect the endangered

IT is said that a picture is

Message via art to
conserve enwronment

—

The art works produced by the children.

animals in the country.

“Their talent in this aspect
should be lauded as it's not
an easy task for them to come
out with these art works.

"Hence, issues related to
environmental protection and
endangered animals need to
be addressed accordingly,"
he told Buletin Mutiara when
met at the “2nd ART for Wild-
life & Environmental Conser-

RM4.188m boost for SMJK, missionary
and Chinese private schools

THE Penang government has al-
located RM4.188 million to aid
vernacular secondary schools
(SMJK), missionary schools
and Chinese private schools
this year.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow said the allocation is part of
the RM13.5 million total alloca-
tion provided to assist various
types of schools in the state
this year.

“From the
RM4.188 million,
RM1.355 million
is for 12 SMIK,
RM833,000 to
18  missionary mm"
schools and RM2
million for five
Chinese  private
schools.

“Last  week,
we had also donated a total of
RM4.312 million to 87 Chinese-
medium schools — SJK(C) in
Penang.

“This is an annual practice
by the state government to help
various schools in Penang.

“The funds that were chan-
nelled to all these schools are
mainly to assist them to build
more classrooms, toilet upgrad-

ing works, maintaining their sci-
ence labs and many others.

“Thus, this shows that the
state government cares about
the welfare of various schools in
the state so that they can pro-
vide better facilities for students
and teachers.

“This is important to cre-
ate a comfortable and con-
ducive learning environment
in schools,” Chow
said during the mock
cheque presentation
ceremony in Komtar
on Jan 28.

Also present were
state Social Develop-
ment and Non-lslam-
. ic Religious Affairs
Committee chairman
Chong Eng, Pengka-
lan Kota assembly-
man Daniel Gooi Zi Sen and
Komtar assemblyman Teh Lai
Heng, who is also Chow’s politi-
cal secretary.

Chong Eng (pix) urged
schools that had received funds
from the state last year but have
yet to complete the projects to
do so as soon as possible to
ensure this year’s allocation is
used for other projects.
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Boey (left) explaining the messages conveyed in the art pieces to Buletin Mutiara.

vation — International Collec-
tive Art Exhibition”.

During the session, Boey
also urged everyone to play a
pivotal role to conserve the en-
vironment.

"Nowadays, many people do
not realise how important it is
to conserve animals and pro-
tect the environment.

"Hence, it is our hope that
people can get this message
through the showcase art-
works ," he said while explain-
ing each of the messages con-
veyed through the art pieces.

In addition, Boey hoped
more people can come and
visit the Balik Pulau Art Inter-
national Village.

"The local community can
come forward to visit this cen-
tre. We always welcome the
people to come here.

"In fact, there were those
who approached to have their
camping's here as well.

"It's a nice and peaceful

environment whereby you can
enjoy the mother nature here,"
he said, while emphasising
the importance to conserve
the environment.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-

ow had launched the ‘2nd ART
for Wildlife & Environmental
Conservation’ — International
Collective Art Exhibition’ in
Balik Pulau, on Jan 1.

It will end on Feb 28.

Recycled items used by Boey to decorate the entrance of the

art centre.

Pasai apa Pakoik
tak dapat lagi sumbangan tunal
i=Sejaktera ai? Dah dus tahun
dah tak dapat

pindahan wang secara
elektronik (EFT).

Lah ya ka,

Fakrik bare tau. Ha, Pakcik ada
nomber akavn bank. Macam
amand Pakerk nak tukar kzedak
pembayaran tunai
ke EFT tu?
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Bayaran tunal
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PROGRAM 1-SEJAHTERA

Pembayaran secara tunai terpaksa ditangguhkan bagi

mengurangkan risiko penularan wabak COVID-19

HEMASHINI MAKLUMAT AKAUN BANK Di LAMAN
FSEJAHTERA DAN MUAT NAIK PENYATA AKAUN BANK

naik dakumen akaun ba

pastikan akaun bank yang «

JON TINIR REEFTY..

BAGI MEMBOLEHKAN BAYARAN DIBUAT TERUS KE
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