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TOGETHER WE CAN
BEATIT

Chow e
witnessing the :
MoU exchange M T -
between
Kenny (second
from left) and
Noor Hisham
(second from
right). Also
present are
Khoo (left) and

- Muaz (right). & & &
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E Balik Pulau township will soon

I attain another first when a private

specialist hospital is built there

soon following the signing of a memo-

randum of understanding (MoU) be-
tween two companies.

Property developer MTT Properties
& Development Sdn Bhd and Selgate
Healthcare Sdn Bhd inked the MoU to
jointly realise the project on five acres
of land in Bandar Baru Air Putih, Balik
Pulau.

This will mark MTT Properties & De-
velopment Sdn Bhd'’s first venture into
healthcare.

MTT Group of Companies chairman
Datuk Seri Kenny Ong said the partner-
ship with Selgate Healthcare marked a
historic milestone for MTT.

“The private specialist hospital will
be able to provide quality healthcare to
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the township and the neighbouring com-
munities. It will also enhance our first
integrated aged care facility, Eden@Bo-
tanica CT, which will be launched later
this year,” Kenny said in his speech at
the signing ceremony on Feb 17.

Kenny recollected the moments after
he purchased the 300-acre land in Balik
Pulau — over 15 years ago.

“Balik Pulau was quite undeveloped
then. The previous landowner was my
neighbour.

“After completing the Sale and Pur-
chase Agreement, my wife and | rede-
signed the entire masterplan for the
300-acre land.

“There were a few must-haves in our
masterplan. My wife wanted to have
an international school while | wanted
some commercial content,” he spoke
about the currently matured garden
township, Botanica.CT.

Kenny said the plan was to also in-
clude a retirement resort, which is now
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in the process of completion.

“Another main piece of the jigsaw
was the medical establishment. Look-
ing at the demographics of Penang is-
land, (most) private hospitals are situ-
ated in the northeast area.

“We only have the Balik Pulau Hospi-
tal in Balik Pulau.

“I believe that this private specialist
hospital will bode well for the future of
our township,” he said.

Among those present were Ken-
ny’s wife Datin Seri Saisunee Ong,
who is also the executive director of
MTT Properties & Development Sdn
Bhd, Balik Pulau MP Datuk Muham-
mad Bakhtiar Wan Chik, Penang Is-
land City Council (MBPP) mayor Da-
tuk Yew Tung Seang, Selgate Corpo-
ration Group chief executive officer
Noor Hisham Mohd Ghouth, Selgate
Healthcare Sdn Bhd Group senior
general manager (healthcare manag-
ing director & chief executive officer)
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Dr Muaz Omar, MTT Group of Com-
panies Group director of corporate
strategy and legal affairs Elysa Ong,
and MTT Properties & Development
Sdn Bhd chief executive officer Khoo
Teck Chong.

Muhammad Bakhtiar said the Balik
Pulau Hospital is the only hospital in
Balik Pulau which has been in existence
since 1883.

“The government hospital is in need
of expansion with the evergrowing pop-
ulation in the southwest district of Pen-
ang island.

“After | became Balik Pulau MP in
2018, | wrote to the then Health Minis-
ter and personally met him to convince
the ministry and the federal government
to expand the capacity of the district
hospital which has only 81 beds. This
included the male and female wards,
paediatric ward and maternity ward.

*Turn to pg 3
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ENANG will soon have
Pa new industrial park

in Kepala Batas (north
Seberang Perai district) to
cater foreign investors’ inter-
ests in the state.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow told Japanese Ambassa-
dor to Malaysia Katsuhiko Taka-
hashi that the state has looked
into industrial land issues after
having attracted various foreign
investments last year and the
preceding years.

Takahashi was paying a cour-
tesy call on Chow in the latter’'s
office in Komtar.

“The Kepala Batas Indus-
trial Park, which is estimated
to be ready by the second half
of this year to attract inves-
tors, is close to Kulim and is

New industrial park
in Kepala Batas

about a 20-minute drive from
the Penang Bridge.

“This is the urgent measure
taken to ensure sufficient land
for the factories.

“We hope that Penang can
remain the destination of
choice for many investors, es-
pecially from Japan, through
this initiative.

“We will make further an-
nouncements when everything
is ready,” Chow said.

They also discussed various
topics, including the state’s
tourism, Covid-19 situation,
Japanese community, and oth-
er related matters.

Takahashi expressed his
hope that the annual Bon
Odori festival would take
place this year.

“It is an annual event, which
will attract tourists to the state.

“We hope that it can be held,
at least as a small-scale event,
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amid the pandemic,” he said.

Chow too hoped the festival
would materialise this year, al-
though it would be subject to
the situation at that time.

Meanwhile at another
event, Consul-General of Ja-
pan in Penang Hiroyuki Orika-
sa said the friendly Penang-
Japan relations have been
shown through collaborations
in the past, and the Consul-
ate-General of Japan is com-
mitted to ensuring the ties
stay intact in the future.

He said about 2,800 Japa-
nese residents and more than
120 Japanese companies in
Penang have deepened Ja-
pan’s friendship with the peo-
ple of Penang.

“Through all possible chan-
nels, we have managed to
strengthen the relationship with
Penang based on our mutual re-
spect, understanding and trust.

“We will continue to
strengthen our ties as Penang
has been the home for many
Japanese residents, and we
hope for better and fruitful
outcomes in the future.

“The relations, in the past
and up until now, have been ex-
hibited through events such as
the Penang Bon Odori festival,
Penang Yosakoi dance parade
and many others.

“Besides the long history
of exchanges with Kanagawa-
prefecture, Katsushika and Ita-
bashi cities in Tokyo, Penang
has fostered a friendly environ-
ment between the people of Ja-
pan and Penang.

“Therefore, | would like to take

Takahashi presenting
a souvenir as an
appreciation to Chow
after the courtesy visit.
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this opportunity to thank the Pen-
ang government and its people
not only for their continuous
friendship but also for supporting
the Japanese residents and com-
munities,” Orikasa said during a
low-key celebration to commem-
orate the Emperor of Japan’'s
62nd birthday on Feb 15.

Emperor Hironomiya Naruhi-
to turned 62 on Feb 23.

Deputy Chief Minister | Datuk
Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul Rah-
man, on behalf of the state,
expressed his gratitude to all
the Japanese people living in
Penang, particularly those that
have contributed immensely to
the growth of the state.

Also present was Takahashi.

Romania envoy
impressed with Penang

THE ambassador of Romania
to Malaysia, Nineta Barbules-
cu, is keen on forging closer
ties with Penang after finding
the state full of potential.

Barbulescu said she would
like to pitch Penang to Roma-
nia and vice-versa as both
have the Unesco city status
that would further boost their
tourism initiatives.

“Just like Penang, Romania
has historical as well as natu-
ral sites. As such, tourism
can be a good way of getting
to know each other better.

“During my conversation
(with state Tourism and Cre-
ative Economy Committee
chairman Yeoh Soon Hin) ear-
lier, | was convinced that Pen-
ang has a lot of potential.

“Therefore, | have made my
first official visit here to ex-
plore more of it,” Barbulescu
said during a press confer-
ence on Feb 15 at the TOP
Komtar.

Besides that, Barbulescu
also conveyed her hopes of
initiating sister city ties be-
tween Penang and Romania.

“I have also shared my

idea with the Penang Island
City Council mayor, Datuk
Yew Tung Seang, of forming
a ‘brotherhood or sisterhood’
between our two cities.

“We need a certain natural
chemistry for this, perhaps a
port city (in Romania) which
shares the same values and
traditions as George Town,”
she said.

Barbulescu also shared
that some universities in
Romania offer scholarships
for countries outside Europe
which can be applied online
via https://studyinromania.
gov.ro/

“Not only scholarships,
but we can also conduct stu-
dent and tutor exchange pro-
grammes,” she added.

Barbulescu said Penang
could cater to visitors of all
kinds, let it be backpackers or
entrepreneurs.

She also expressed her ap-
preciation of the hospitality
shown by its people.

“Penang is really promising
and as a community you are
doing a great job.

“Visitors will definitely re-
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Yeoh, Barbtjlescu and her husband

turn home with good memo-
ries. And | hope to come back
here with my sons,” she said.

She also added that by
strengthening ties between
Penang and Romania, a stron-
ger bilateral relationship be-
tween Asean and the Euro-
pean Union could be fostered.

Among other areas that
Barbulescu would like to
share expertise with Penang
are in ship building and inter-
net connectivity.

Interestingly, = Barbulescu
also mentioned Bukit Roma-
nia which is located on Pen-
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enjoying the view _from thé Raihbow Skywalk at the TOP Komtar.

ang island during her visit.

“I would like to organise
a competition for the locals
to find out why the hill was
named after Romania and its
history,” she said.

Meanwhile, Yeoh said the
East European and European
market in general would be
a great market for Penang to
tap into as far as trade, re-
newable energy and sister cit-
ies are concerned.

“I believe Penang, which has
rich resources in nature, his-
tory, arts, culture, gastronomy,
will be a partner of choice.

“We are also dubbed as one
of the forerunners in South-
east Asia having strategic lo-
cation along the Straits of Ma-
lacca and air gateway to neigh-
bouring countries,” Yeoh said.

According to Yeoh, he and
his team (Petace) had made
a courtesy call on Barbulescu
at the Romanian embassy in
Kuala Lumpur last Dec 13.

Therefore he was delighted
with her reciprocal visit.

Barbulescu was accom-
panied by her husband Dan
Barbulescu during the press
conference.



mill

status

cards for templ'e

uStory by Tanushalini
Moroter
=Pix by Law Suun Ting

HE Penang government
Twill move for for the

135vyear-old Caunter Hall
Tua Peh Kong Temple in Jalan
Terengganu to be conferred heri-
tage status, says State Local
Government, Housing, Town and
Country Planning Committee
chairman Jagdeep Singh Deo.

He said the over century-old
temple is eligible to be gazetted
as a heritage building.

"We will try our best to help
the temple to be conferred the
heritage status.

“We have been discussing
the matter for some time, there-
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fore | would like wish all the best
to the temple in getting the due
recognition,” Jagdeep said at
the temple's 135th anniversary
celebration on Feb 15.

Meanwhile, it is learnt that
the Caunter Hall Tua Peh
Kong Temple has pledged to
donate a total of RM8,000 to
eight non-governmental or-
ganisations (NGOs).

However, Jagdeep said he
would be making the contri-
bution instead.

The organisations include
Penang Cheshire Home, The
Penang Home for the Infirm
and Aged, Children’s Protec-
tion Society Penang, Persat-
uan Syukur Penyayang Pulau
Pinang, Persatuan Kebajikan
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Gooi (third from Ieft) and Jagdeep taking part in a cake-cutting ceremony in conjunction
with the temple's 135th anniversary celebration.

Anak-Anak OKU Taman Island
Penang, Persatuan Bomba
Sukarela Perak Lane Pulau
Pinang, Penang Fo Yi Haemo-
dialysis Society and Pertubu-
han Penyayang Hospis Pure
Lotus Pulau Pinang.

Jagdeep also commended
the temple for its active par-
ticipation in various charitable

works.

Besides that, Jagdeep also
reaffirmed that the state govern-
ment would continue to help
both Islamic and non-slamic
houses of worship in Penang.

“To date, the RIBI (non-Islam-
ic houses of worship) fund has
disbursed a total of RM8.691
million.

“Let it be Islamic or non-
Islamic houses of worship,
the state government will
stay committed to meeting
the needs of these houses of
worship,” he added.

Also present with Jagdeep
during the visit was Pengka-
lan Kota assemblyman Dan-
iel Gooi.

Chow: Necessary to have
private hospital in Balik Pulau

*from pg 1

“l requested for a full-fledged
hospital which would include an
operation theatre, intensive care
unit, high-dependency unit and
s0 on. However, due to the lack
of funds and not sensing our ur-
gency, our wait for a full-fledged
government hospital in Balik Pu-
lau will be much longer.

“For me, there should be no
reason for any patient to be
transported from Balik Pulau to
the Penang Hospital, which is
about 45 minutes away, in any
cases of emergency,” Muham-
mad Bakhtiar said in his speech.

“Frustrated with the response
by the ministry, | remember
chatting with MTT Properties &
Development Sdn Bhd chief ex-
ecutive officer Khoo Teck Chong,
stating the need for a proper pri-
vate hospital.

“l suggested a few names for
the company to collaborate with.

“Honestly, | thought that he
had forgotten about this. But
today’s event has proven that
Khoo and the MTT team have
not only stuck to their word but
most importantly, saw the im-
portance of having a proper
medical facility for the people of
Penang, particularly for the resi-

dents of Balik Pulau,” he said.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow, who was present to witness
the MoU signing ceremony, said
the state government is in sup-
port of the private specialist hos-
pital which would also comple-
ment MTT’s Eden@Botanica CT.

“It is encouraging to see play-
ers such as MTT Properties and
Selgate Healthcare building new
bridges together to perpetuate
key ideas of the Penang2030
initiatives.

“The establishment of a pri-
vate specialist hospital, particu-
larly in Balik Pulau, is unques-
tionably necessary as there is
no such private healthcare facil-
ity in the area.

“I am confident that the addi-
tion of this private hospital to the
18 existing private hospitals, will
further solidify our position as
the top destination of Malaysia
Healthcare Travel Industry.

“According to the Malaysia
Healthcare Travel Industry Blue-
print 2021-2025, Penang leads
the way in healthcare travel
revenue, earning RM750 mil-
lion from 500,000 patients who
flew to the state in 2019. Pen-
ang was named as the ‘Most
Established State in Healthcare
Travel’,” Chow added.

Representatives from OCBC Bank, Ideal Healthcare, Sky Resources, YBS Berhad, Solarvest Holdings Berhad, Hotayi
Electronic, Vitrox Technologies and Menara Kerjaya Fasteners with a mock cheque for RM480,000 which they

contributed to PFF.

Nurturing local talent through PFF

THE Penang Future Foundation
(PFF), an initiative by the state
government, came in for some
praise by two recipients of schol-
arships to further their studies
at tertiary level.

The graduates, Ooi Tze P'ng
and Loh Jing En, studied electri-
cal and electronics engineering
at University Malaya.

Ooi, in his speech, thanked
the state for the opportunity
given to him.

“| greatly appreciate the state
government as well as the spon-
sors for the financial support giv-
en. | hope that more companies
can support this programme to
help retain local talents in the
state,” said the research and
development (R&D) digital firm-
ware design engineer in Aemu-
lus Penang.

Loh also concurred with Ooi,
saying that PFF was a great ini-
tiative by the state to realise stu-
dents’ dreams.

“Thanks to PFF for helping to
reduce my family’s financial bur-
den. It helped me to concentrate
on my studies.

“I hope other students can
benefit from this programme as
well,” said the structural design
engineer at Intel Corporation.

They were speaking to Buletin
Mutiara after the presentation
of contributions to PFF and Chi-
nese New Year (CNY) Hi-Tea ses-
sion recently.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said PFF was established
to provide eligible scholars with
opportunities to pursue their
studies, and to connect these
future leaders with the state’s
progress.

“As chairman of the PFF Se-
lection Committee, it is my plea-
sure to note that PFF is now in
its eighth year and continues to
make a difference in the lives of
its scholars," Chow said in his
speech.

Chow said that a total of 655
students had received the schol-
arship awards in various fields
since the establishment of PFF.

These fields include science,
technology, engineering, mathe-
matics, accountancy and finance.

He added that 14 students

have been chosen for the Muti-
ara Scholar award while 56 were
selected for the Penang Scholar
award last year.

“These  two  scholarship
awards are to provide assis-
tance to those with poor finan-
cial background, and to encour-
age the academic high-flyers to
maintain a strong academic per-
formance,” he said.

Eight donors each contributed
RM60,000 to PFF at the event,
making it a total of RM480,000.

They are OCBC Bank, Ideal
Healthcare, Sky Resources,
YBS Berhad, Solarvest Holdings
Berhad, Hotayi Electronic, Vitrox
Technologies and Menara Ker-
jaya Fasteners.

Among those present were
Chow’s wife Tan Lean Kee,
Federation of Malaysian Manu-
facturers (FMM) Penang branch
former chairman Datuk Seri Dr
Ooi Eng Hock, OCBC Bank (Ma-
laysia) Berhad chief executive
officer Datuk Ong Eng Bin, ViTrox
Group chief executive officer
Chu Jenn Weng and representa-
tives from the industry.
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Blessing to serve Penang
says State Secretany

form an average performing

state to a successful one
but trying to make a success-
ful state like Penang even more
successful is more challenging,
says Penang State Secretary
Datuk Dr Ahmad Jailani Mu-
hamed Yunus (pix).

Jailani, 60, who took office
last December, didn’t think twice
when he was offered to serve
in Penang after requesting for a
change in work environment.

Before his transfer to Pen-
ang, he was working at the Ru-
ral Development Ministry.

Coming to Penang was his-
toric for the man who hails from
Perak as this was his first time
working for a state government.

“It is a blessing for me to
come to Penang and take on
such an important role, espe-
cially after seeing the amount of
success this state has achieved
in important economic sectors.

“l was happy when | stepped
into my office here for the first
time knowing that | am in a
place that’s been successful
in many ways, and it gave me
the extra drive to carry out my
duties with great determination.

“Even before joining the state

IT is relatively easier to trans-

government here, | was aware

of Penang and its achievements
in countless areas. This was
because my wife’s hometown
is in Kedah, and we've visited
Penang frequently in the past.

“When my daughter was
young, she kept asking if we
would ever move to Penang
some day. She loves the beach-
es here and obviously because
Penang is one of the best holi-
day destinations, not only across
Malaysia but worldwide as well.

“Besides, Penang is a
friendly state that is always con-
cerned about the well-being of
the people here.

“The public facilities are very
userfriendly in certain places,
and | can tell that the leaders
running the state are extremely
influential and of high calibre.

“When | attend the weekly
state executive council (exco)
meetings that's chaired by
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
| could see that he has a line-
up of members that are equally
fantastic in pitching ideas to im-
prove the state’s economy, as
well as executing and material-
ising those ideas.

“That is why | regard manag-
ing the success that Penang
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already has achieved and im-
proving on it as my biggest chal-
lenge. But there’s always room
for improvement.

“While the state has done
so much for the economy and
its people, we should always
strive harder to reach greater
heights,” Jailani told Buletin
Mutiara during an exclusive in-
terview in his office at level 25
in Komtar on Feb 15.

While Jailani seems to be a
nice person to speak to during
the interview with his calm and
cheerful demeanour, he has ze-
ro tolerance for lacklustre perfor-
mance when it comes to work.

“In life, we need a balance
in almost anything we do. | can
have a chat and laugh my lungs
out during a conversation, but
when it comes to work, | have
least or zero tolerance for un-
der-par performance.

“For those who have been
to my office, you will see | have
three different working spots.

“One is a round table for my
daily tasks; the other is a casual
table with sofas when | receive
guests and friends; and lastly,
the one spot that’s less friendly
and often has a sour ending for
the one sitting opposite me,”

he added.

When asked about other
challenges he had faced since
taking office, he was quick to
mention how badly the Covid-19
pandemic has wreaked havoc
and slowed down the state’s

economy.

“Although many sectors
were dampened, the collective
efforts from all degrees of sup-
port points have kept us going
in this Covid-hit era.

“As the State Secretary, one
of the many tasks is to facilitate
the revival of the state’s econo-
my,” Jailani said.

Jailani, who will be retiring in
a few months, has worked in six
different ministries and depart-
ments.

“l don’t see years of working
experience as a factor to stop
me from performing my best.

“From where | come, it is un-
surprising to witness individu-
als being transferred within a
year's time, a month’s time,
days or even hours.

“For example, we all know for
a fact that a tortoise has a lon-
ger lifespan than a mosquito.
But which of these two has a
bigger impact, particularly on
us?

“Mosquitoes can cause all
the misery to make your life a
living hell. The impact is greater
than what a tortoise can do,
even though a mosquito has a
shorter lifespan.

“It's not always about the
years of service, but the num-
ber of achievements we record
during our years of service.
Now, that’s what really matters.

“Don’t think about yesterday
as it's over, and don’t worry
about tomorrow because it is
not certain. Live the moment,
get the job done today and
things will happen as it is,”
Jailani, who holds a PhD in en-
vironmental management and
landscape ecology from Hiroshi-
ma University in Japan, added.

Jailani’'s motto in life is sim-
ple — BE PREPARED.

MBPP
strengthens
digital
infrastructure

THE Penang Island City Coun-
cil (MBPP) has formed a smart
partnership  with  Malaysian
Administrative ~ Modernisation
and Management Planning Unit
(Mampu) to strengthen its digijtal
infrastructure in the state.

MBPP mayor Datuk Yew Tung
Seang said the move to sign a
services agreement with Mam-
pu was crucial in line with the lo-
cal council’s Digjtal Transforma-
tion Plan 2021-2025.

“We thank Mampu for mak-
ing this smart partnership a
success. This effort to utilise
MyGovCloud@PDSA enables us
to boost our digital initiatives,
which will benefit the communi-
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Yew and Nik Sharifah (left) at the services agreement signing ceremony in City Hall.

ty,” he said in his speech before
signing the services agreement
together with Mampu Infrastruc-
ture  Communication and ICT
Security Services Development
Division director Nik Sharifah Nik
Yusoff at the City Hall on Feb 7.

According to Mampu’s web-

site, the MyGovCloud@PDSA
is a government-private cloud
computing service offered by
the Public Sector Data Centre
(PDSA) under Mampu to public
sector agencies.

Two main services are of
fered are data centre services

and disaster recovery centre
services.

Yew said the PDSA provided a
Tier Four data centre of interna-
tional standard.

“This smart partnership be-
tween MBPP and Mampu is
timely and in line with Penang’s

vision of becoming a smart
state.

“We are the first local govern-
ment in the country to ride on
this platform. We are able to
save on installation and main-
tenance costs through this part-
nership,” he said.



Flats to get
new jumbpo
water tank

THE Penang government
on Feb 11 announced
its approval to replace a
218,000-litre water tank at
the Kampung Melayu flats
(Block A) in Ayer Itam.

The estimated cost of
the replacement tank is
RM500,000 which will be
fully borne by the state.

Other works also include
replacing the water reticula-
tion system.

State Housing, Local Gov-
ernment, Town and Country
Planning Committee chair-
man Jagdeep Singh Deo
said the issue of the water
tank without efficient pip-
ing system has affected
many families there.

“The Penang government
will continue to prioritise qual-
ity living for all Penangites,
and we will stay committed to
ensure everyone receives sys-
tematic water supply.

“From 2008 to January
this year, we have spent
RM291.05 million on various
housing maintenance funds.

“The amount includes
maintenance  works for
housing schemes under the
Penang Island City Coun-
cil (MBPP) and Seberang
Perai City Council (MBSP),
all private and public hous-
ing schemes and the Pen-
ang Maximum 80% Mainte-
nance Fund (TPM8OPP).

“We sincerely hope that
this new project will be benefi-
cial for the residents.

“We will continue to assist
all private and public hous-
ing schemes in Penang, es-
pecially where maintenance
is concerned,” Jagdeep said
during a brief press confer-
ence at the Kampung Me-
layu flats on Feb 11.

According to him, the proj-
ect which is expected to start
this month, is estimated to be
completed by October.

Built in 1974, the Kam-
pung Melayu flats, which has
two blocks, is regarded as
one of the oldest low-cost
flats in Penang.

Also present during the
press conference were Bukit
Gelugor MP Ramkarpal Singh
and Air ltam assemblyman
Joseph Ng.
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EADING digjtal marketing

and website development

ompany, Salt Tech Solu-
tions Sdn Bhd, celebrated the
opening of its office at Bishop
Street in George Town on Feb 8
in a grand manner.

Founded in December 2020,
the company that also has a
branch in Kuala Lumpur, has
businesses in Malaysia, Singa-
pore, Vietnam, the United States
of America and United Kingdom.

State Entrepreneurial Devel-
opment, Trade and Industry
Committee chairman Datuk Ab-
dul Halim Hussain, who offici-
ated the ceremony, expressed
his excitement over Salt Tech’s
core objective of bringing to-
gether great solutions to accel-
erating digitalisation to greater
heights for businesses and the
education sector.

“With the increasing demand
for online education and training,
there’s a need for more interac-
tive solutions beyond just having
a video call with your students.

“Currently, while Zoom is
widely used as a platform for
online meetings, it lacks the
ability to be more interactive
during class sessions.

“I believe Salt Tech would
plug the missing gaps during
online classes.

“They provide trainers and
trainees with a platform to de-
liver engaging content through
their proprietary virtual class-
room solution called Edulive,
which allows interaction between
trainers and trainees through the

-
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Salt Tech Solutis
opens new office
in Penang

combination of video calls and
interactive whiteboards.

“l am confident that this com-
pany would be able to help train-
ers and trainees to communi-
cate better and faster with each
other, progressing towards a
higher quality of education even
when it is done online.

“This is also in line with our
state government’s vision to ac-
celerate digjtalisation and inno-
vation to support the economic
growth of our state and country,”
Abdul Halim said in his speech.

Salt Tech Solutions chief ex-
ecutive officer Nhu Nguyen said
with the support of her hard-
working employees, she aims
to reach more trainers and
trainees as well as businesses
that need assistance in trans-
forming themselves digitally.

“We are well aware of the
current economic difficulties,
and this will mean that we
need to get extra creative and
aggressive in our sales and
marketing methods.

“We have also managed hy-

brid events by developing virtu-
al event systems and business
matching for event companies
as well as serving major gov-
ernment systems.

“We will be launching sev-
eral platforms this year, and
with these platforms, we hope
to create a business and social
matching for potential trainers
and trainees, which is to en-
courage everyone to use their
knowledge to teach and share
with others, even in a remote
setting,” she said.
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Terma dan syarat

Pamyirtaan terbubka kepada mereka yvang berusia 13 tahun dan ke atas,
Baba:s menggunakan sebarang jenis bahan mesarma.

Saiz kertas lukizan adalah A3 (29.7 cm x 24 cmi.

Lukizan grafik dan adaptasi menggunakan komputer adalah tidak dibenarkan.

o B

Lukisan dan idea adalah hasi ciptaan sendiri.
. Setiap set penyertaan perlu bertemakan, "Experience Penang - lustrasi Anda” dan
berverta dengan logo Buletin

Matiara.

HADIAH

Pertama: RM700
Kedua: RMS500
Ketiga: RM300

L

Tarikh peraduan: 15 Januari 2022 — 30 April 2022

Nama:
Kad Pengenalan:
Alamat:

7. Borang butiran maklumat peribadi peserta perlu ditampal oi bahagian belakang karya,

8. Penyertaan ahll keluarga terdekat barisan penganjur adalah tidak sah.

9. Semua karya adalah hak milik penganjur.
10. Sebarang pertanyaan, sila hubung 04-650 5704 f 04-250 3322 / D4-650 5156,
11, Alamatkan semua borang penysrtaan kepada:

Baslertin Mulil.ri

Malukis Poster - 172022,

Tingkat 4-? Kamtar, 10503 Pulau Finang,

Mo. Telefon : (Rumah)
(Bimbit)
Emel:

(Pastikan semua butiran diisl dengan lengkap.)
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

m 04-2260218
F) 04 -226 0218

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Dato’ Ir. Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul
Rahman

T) 04 - 575 6526
F) 04 - 575 6526

NAMA ADUN

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

No Tel/ No Faks

04 - 649 3976
04 - 649 3976

N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Haiji Mohd. Tuah Ismail

(T) 04 - 866 0214

N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 383 2131
F) 04 -383 9131

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU
YB Phee Boon Poh
h npoh nan: v.my:;

pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 - 2620860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04 - 261 8745

N.12 PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin
norlela.arifin@gmail.com

ET% 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 530 3028
F) 04 - 530 3028

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
j ingh nan v.m

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain
pusatkhidmatn37@gmail.com

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee

(T) 04 - 331 0163

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

(T) 04 - 890 3866

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

T) 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtar@dappg.org

T) 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.06 TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal
mustafakamal.mkba@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n%.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 305 4962

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil
faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04- 5211106

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee
berapit@dappg.org

ST% 017 - 813 3509
F) 04 -540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon
kllee78@gmail.com

sT% 013-399 0519
F) 04-551 1442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsico-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

ST% 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

T) 04 - 502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
jawi@dappg.org

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah
ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

(T)

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng

limguaneng@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit
pulautikuskadun@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 228 5298
016 - 6912548
016 - 4152548

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen
pengkalankota@dappg.org

ST 04 -250 1522
F) 04 -250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

m 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
agirtam@dappg.org

(T) 04 - 829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam
kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail

T) 04 - 293 7545
F) 04 - 293 7546

PENANG CARE SOCIETY

Hotline
T) 04-291 0123

04 -6427777

DAP PENANG HQ
dappg@streamyx.com

04 - 228 8482
04-228 8514

PKR PENANG HQ

(T) 04-397 0115

No Tel/ No Faks

‘ NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG

N.01 PENAGA
YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah T)

(
N.02 BERTAM gT) 013 - 430 6400
YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishag P) 04-576 7606

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
YB Nor Hafizah Othman

N.05 SUNGAI DUA M

YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA }Tg 04 - 548 4541
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin F) 04 - 548 4541

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Zulkifli lbrahim ]
n21adunsgacheh@gmail.com

N.40 TELUK BAHANG
YB Zolkifly Md. Lazim m

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.01 PENAGA
Aida Yusof Rawa

(T) 019 - 338 2668
gidarawa54@yahoo.com

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
Mohd. Taupek Abd. Rahman

| ] (T) 019 - 415 3850
hajifek@gmail.com

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Muhammad Fitri Termizi

: Ay (T)0O11-31127702
fitritermizi@amanah.org.my

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN NEGERI 04-262 1957
PBA (PUSAT PANGGILAN 24 JAM)  04-255 8255
KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF
SOCSO

l’r;"_\"\

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ 04-656 4131
04-398 8809

JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA 04-261 0058
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
FERI (GEORGETOWN) 04-210 2363

( BUTTERWORTH) 04-310 2377
JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTHO04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN
KANAK-KANAK
CAP 04-829 9511

04-829 4046

BEFRIENDERS PENANG 04-281 5161
04-281 1108
PERPUSTAKAAN PP 04-229 8555

=) Make Covid-19 Immunisation Programme a Success

€ renanglawancovid19




SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MBSP 2022
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
NS Bam el 7595 Kewarganegaraan
Ahmad Rizal Abd. 019 - 464 6696 . .
Hamid 1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut Penyelia 013 - 449 0366
Bahagian
Ahmad Tarmizi Jusoh 012 - 487 7575 Kewarganegaraan
2. K. Velan Barat Daya 018 - 394 4537
Anuar Yusoff 016 - 461 6390
04 -507 5390 ] _
3. Lim Zheng Han Seberang Perai ) ) 011 - 1244 7167
Utara Pejabat Bahagian
Chee Yeeh Keen 019 - 455 7731 Kewarganegaraan Pulau Pinang,
] ] Tingkat 46, KOMTAR
4. K. Nirmala Seberang Perai 017 -572 0272
Cheen Goon Hooi 012 - 4020923 Tengah 04 - 650 5105
5. K. Viknesh Prabu Seberang Perai 012 - 693 4786
David Marshel a/I 019 - 412 3397 Selatan
Pakianathan 04 - 399 6689
Delakan a/l Ratha 012 - 584 4437 Nota:
Krisnak Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.
sfri i 018 - 232 2502 SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS [ | |
MBPP 2022 B -
1
1
Galaimani a/I 012 - 534 1384 Nama Telsfon : EDITORIAL
Subramnian I
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uStory by Edmund Lee

LTHOUGH the authorities
Ahad assured that a total

ockdown would not be
implemented again due to the
rising Covid-19 cases, stake-
holders in Penang and the public
at large are keeping a watchful
eye on the highly transmissible
Omicron wave.

Just recently, the World
Health Organisation (WHO) had
said the Omicron coronavirus
variant caused less severe dis-
ease than the Delta strain but
it remains a “dangerous virus”,
particularly for those who are
not vaccinated.

Several people whom Buletin
Mutiara spoke with shared their
views and have urged everyone
to remain cautious.

Datuk Finn Choong, Penang Chi-
nese Chamber
of Commerce

(PCCC)  vice-
president:
“The situa-

tion right now

has already be- famd™
come a norm. |

The  Cov- ny
id-19 situation,

in my view, is very dynamic as
we are part of the democratic
system vis-avis the rest of the
world.

Many other countries have
been moving to the endemic
phase despite the increasing
number of cases.

Hence, it's important for us
to maintain our precautionary
measures all the time within our
community.”

Ennis Soon, beautician:

“We can-
not let our
guard down
although
we are fac-
ing the less
lethal Omi-
cron strain.

As usual,
we need to
make sure

‘Do not take
Covid-19 for
oranted’

that everyone around us is fol-
lowing regulations.

No matter whether it is Omi-
cron or Delta, we still need to
practise the SOPs.

| hope the number of active
cases will go down soon.”

Raj Kumar, Malaysian Associa-
tion of Hotels [ aass

(MAH)  Pen-

ang Chapter n e
chairman: . @) -

“The cas- [{ L 2 |

es are rising, = r'uE-_..

but the hos-

pitalisation

and  death

rates are unlike the previous
situation.

We need to be cautious as
usual and adhere to SOPs, but,
at the same time, we need to
learn to live with the virus.

For hotels, our revenue will
surely go down after the fes-
tive seasons as this had hap-
pened previously. As long as
we are taking precautionary
measures, everything will be
all right.

Mohd Akbal Mohd Hussain, gar-
dener:

“I hope the education au-
thorities will monitor the cases
involving schools.

The education clusters have
been emerging lately and |
hope the kids can study from
home if the cases turn from
bad to worse.”

The team from PgCare Society with the Buletin Mutiara team in Komtar.

‘PgCare Society cares for you’

THE Penang Care Society (Pg-
Care Society) is ever ready to
aid families and individuals in
view of the current surge in new
Covid-19 cases.

PgCare Society pro tem com-
mittee chairman Dr Ngoo Seong
Boon said the society expects
calls for help from the public
to increase, with the rise in Co-
vid-19 cases.

“We are ready to provide the
necessary aid to the needy. We
offer mental health aid, food aid,
job aid, financial consultation,
as well as virtual care and tele-
health services through our Pg-
Care Society website,” Ngoo told
Buletin Mutiara during a visit by
the society in Komtar on Feb 8.

PgCare Society (formerly
known as PgCare Alliance) is

an alliance of like-minded non-
governmental organisations
(NGOs), institutions, and individ-
uals. It was formed on July 16
last year to address the short
and long-term needs related to
mental health, food aid and em-
ployment which have been ag-
gravated by Covid-19.
“Currently, we have 28 alli-
ance partners under the um-
brella of PgCare Society. The
PgCare Society leverages the
strength of our partners to ac-
celerate help to those in need.
“Our focus is on the commu-
nities in Penang. We can extend
our help to the other states if it is
within our capability,” Ngoo said.
He said the PgCare Soci-
ety’s matured digital platform
would enable society to move

forward smoothly.

Ngoo added that the soci-
ety had received a strong re-
sponse from the public since
its formation.

“We have received about
5,000 calls from the public
since we were established,
and we hope to reach out
to more people who are in
need,” he said.

Also present were PgCare
Society pro tem committee
secretary Cefinny Teh and the
society’s legal adviser Patri-
cia Chung.

Visit  https://www.pgcareal-
liance.com/ for more details
about PgCare Society.

The public can also call the
hotline at 04-642 7777 or 04-
291 0123.

Penang Power 100 celebrates success stories

HOMEGROWN brands, person-
alities and organisations came
in for some praise during the
launch of the Penang Power
100 coffee table book on Feb 7.

State executive councillor for
tourism and creative economy
Yeoh Soon Hin said these play-
ers have thrived despite the
global pandemic and made up
the blueprint of Penang’'s suc-
cess.

“Without these people’s
strength, hard work, and relent-
less contributions, we would not

be what we are today.

“The Penang government
has and will always emphasise
stakeholders’ engagement and
involvement for close collabora-
tions to elevate Penang to great-
er heights.

“Although the Covid-19 con-
tinues to plague us, | am con-
fident Penang will rise to meet
the challenges head on,” Yeoh,
who was representing Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow, said
in his speech.

He also commended CHTNet-

work founder and president
Ch'ng Huck Theng for the pub-
lication of the Penang Power
100 coffee table book featuring
dynamic, homegrown organisa-
tions and influential individuals
who have continued to triumph
during these challenging times.

Yeoh added that Penang re-
mains steadfast and is commit-
ted to achieving Penang2030 -
a vision coined by Chow to turn
the state into a “Family Focused
Green and Smart State that In-
spires the Nation”.

Pasal apa Pakcik
tak dapat lagi sumbangan tunal
E-S:_juht:lra ni? Bah dua tahun
dah tak dapat. 2

Lah ya ka,

Pakcik baru tav, Ha, Pakcik ada
nombor akaun bank. Macam
mana Pakcik nak tukar kaedah
pembayaran tunal
ke EFT tu?

e
coviD-19

Bayaran tunai
ditangguhkan sebab COVID-19,
Pakcik. Pembayaran hanyas dapat
dibuat ke akaun bank pemohon

yang memilih kasdah pembayaran
pindahan wang secara
elektranik (EFT).

Log in pemohon di
portal i-Sejahtera, kemaskini
maklumat bank dan pilih kaedah

pambayaran secara EFT. Kemudian, muat
naik dokumen akaun bank terkini untulk
pastikan akaun bank yang dikemukakan

itu masih aktif. Itu sajs Pakcik,
Mudah kan?

PROGRAM i-SEJAHTERA

Pembayaran secara tunai terpaksa ditangguhkan bagi
mengurangkan risiko penularan wabak COVID-19

“JOM TUKAR KE EFT/.

KEMASKINI MAKLUMAT AKALN BANK DI LAMAN WEB SISTEM

HSEJAHTERA DAN MUAT NAIK PENYATA AKAUN BANK TERKINI

BAGI MEMBOLEHKAN BAYARAN DIBUAT TERUS KE AKAUN

http://isejahtera.penang.gov.my




uStory by Edmund Lee
"Pix by Muhamad Amir
Irsyad Omar

§ the sole state rep-
resentative in the Ma-
laysian football league

(Malaysia M3 League), Bukit
Tambun F.C. will have much
riding on it as Penangites hope
the team will do well.

“It is our hope that Bukit Tam-
bun FC can shine this season.

“Show your sportsmanship
spirit on the pitch and refrain
from any unnecessary inci-
dents.

“We are grateful that the
team can play its home match-
es at the Batu Kawan Stadium.

“We congratulate Bukit Tam-
bun FC for obtaining support
and financial assistance from
various sponsors,” Chief Min-

ister Chow Kon Yeow said in
his speech before the team’s
opening match against Harini
KS FC at the Batu Kawan Sta-
dium.

Chow was glad that many
strategic partners had stepped
forward to provide assistance
to Bukit Tambun FC.

“The help is timely for an
amateur team like Bukit Tam-
bun FC,” he said.

Chow watched the match
which ended 1-1.

Chow also officiated a
friendly match between Olym-
pic 1980 and Penang2030 be-
fore the Bukit Tambun FC took
on Harini KS FC.

The friendly match was
meant to raise funds for the
construction of SJK (C) Kuang
Yu in Batu Kawan.

A total of RM200,000 was

) : .‘u—-'-—.——:
--rr.l""-'# 1‘.u'.l'l

raised, and Batu Kawan MP P.
Kasthuriraani topped it up with
RM20,000 from her constitu-
ency allocation.

Chow was delighted to wit-
ness the significant event.

“The school’'s board had
contacted the state stating
its intention to relocate the
school from Penaga.

“So, we have decided to
provide land in Batu Kawan for
such a purpose,” he said.

Bukit Tambun assemblyman
Goh Choon Aik, who was pres-
ent, thanked Chow for attend-
ing the event.

Former national football
coach Tan Cheng Hoe was al-
So present.

Among others present were
Sungai Bakap assemblyman
Datuk Dr Amar Pritpal Abdul-
lah, state Social Development
and Non-Islamic Religious Af-
fairs Committee chairman
Chong Eng, Kasthuriraani, who
is also the Bukit Tambun FC
adviser, and Bukit Tambun FC
president Foo Yu Keong.

Call to stop vandalising WWII pil

THE Penang government has
taken the initiative to conserve
and preserve historic military pill-
boxes in the state.

Penang Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee chairman
Yeoh Soon Hin said his office
has pioneered the move.

“The conservation and pres-
ervation project will be imple-
mented via the George Town
World Heritage Incorporated
(GTWHI).

“The objectives of the project
are to conduct research on the
pillboxes, and to examine the pill-
boxes which have the potential
to be conserved and preserved
as heritage tourist attractions.
Heritage tourist attractions can
add value to our local area.

“In a meeting on Dec 17,
2020, the Penang executive
council agreed to implement
the conservation and preserva-
tion project,” Yeoh told a media
conference before checking out
two historic pillboxes in Jalan
Tokong Thai Pak Koong, Tan-
jung Tokong, on Feb 9.

GTWHI general manager Dr
Ang Ming Chee said GTWHI had
identified 14 pillooxes in Pen-
ang so far — 13 on the island
and one on the mainland.

“Some of the pillboxes are in
fine condition, while others were
quite dilapidated,” she said.

Yeoh said GTWHI was in
the midst of getting a written
response from the National
Heritage Department, Tourism,
Arts and Culture Ministry and
the Defence Ministry before
conducting the physical conser-
vation and preservation works.

“Getting written consent from
the landowner and the owner
of the pillboxes is necessary to
enable the project team to be
authorised to enter the site and
carry out the conservation and
preservation works.

“I have also proposed to as-
sign these pillboxes as heritage
sites under the Penang State
Heritage Enactment 2011.

“This will enable GTWHI of-
ficers to enter the said sites to
inspect, survey, investigate and
to carry out the necessary works
for the purpose of designating
the sites as heritage sites, while
awaiting the formal approval
from landowners and the owner
of the pillboxes,” he said.

GTWHI seeks assistance
from the public to take photos
of pillboxes and e-mail them
(together with the necessary de-
tails such as GPS coordinates)
to GTWHI if they come across
any military pillbox in Penang.

The public can e-mail the
photos and details to info@
gtwhi.com.my

box
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Meanwhile,  two Penang—
based youth community groups,
Generasi Penang and Penggerak
Komuniti Muda Pulau Pinang
(Peka), have urged the public to
stop vandalising the pillbox lo-
cated at Permatang Damar Laut.

According to a joint statement
issued by both groups, they ad-
vised the public to be more ap-
preciative as the structure is
part of the state’s history.

“This is important as the
historical relic is believed to
have been built by the British
to guard the southern front
of Penang Island around the
time of World War Il.

“Since then, the pillbox

has been left unattended
and has partly sunk into the
sand and been vandalised
with spray paint.

“Thus, we also would like
to urge the relevant authori-
ties and government agencies
to preserve the relic from any
vandalism activity and put up
a protective fence around it to
prevent further erosion from
the sea waves dunng»"'
high tide,” the Feb ;=
6 statement said.

The joint statement
also added that both | _
the youth groups
cleaned up the abandoned pill-
box on Feb 6.
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=Story by Kevin Vimal

ITH Covid-19 caus
ing havoc everywhere
with the disruptions

caused to our daily lives, inno-
vation became one way to keep
things moving.

Among the areas that was
badly impacted by the lockdown
implemented from March 2020
till last year was education.

Although the medical crisis
took the world by storm, teach-
ers had to ensure that studies
progressed with as little inter-
ruption as possible.

Lessons were conducted on-
line and this is where innovation
came in so as to give students
the best possible learning av-
enue.

S. Premalatha (pix), a teacher
in a rural primary school of 250
pupils, realised that her lessons

had to be innovative to retains
her students’ attention span.

For her innovative teaching
methods, she did the country
proud by bagging this year's
Google Innovator Academy’s
certified coaching award.

The distinction here is that
she was the only Malaysian to
have done it!

Premalatha, 37, has been
teaching mathematics and
information and communica-
tions technology (ICT) at SJK(T)
Ladang Krian in Nibong Tebal for
the past 11 years.

“l am truly honoured to have
won this award, and important-
ly, | feel recognised for all the
efforts | had put in to receive
it,” Premalatha told Buletin Mu-
tiara during a phone interview
recently.

The award is part of the
Digital Educational Learning

Initiative Malaysia under the
Digital Certification Training Pro-
gramme, recoghised by the Edu-
cation Ministry.

During the interview, it was
evident that she was someone
who would always go the extra
mile when conducting work-
shops for many other schools,
including national and Chinese
vernacular schools.

“Technology will be the one
and only tool for education in
the future. If students fail to
keep up with the pace of learn-
ing through this method, they
will be left behind.

“This also applies to teach-
ers as well,” Premalatha added.

Premalatha officially entered
the first stage of learning how to
use digital tools when she won
the Google Innovator Academy
certification in 2015.

She has also conducted 130

Penang teacher does
Malaysia proud

workshops between 2015 and
last year.

“Moving forward, | hope to
train as many Malaysian teach-
ers as possible, share my ex-
pertise with them as an innova-
tor, and of course, | aim to get
at least 50 applications for certi-
fication from Malaysia,” Premal-
atha said.

Besides being the only Malay-
sian winner, she was also one
of the 11 winners from the Asia-
Pacific region.

Help in legalisation of nurseries, klndergartens and nursing centres

THE Penang government is as-
sisting the operators of nurser-
ies, kindergartens and nursing
centres in the state in their ap-
plications to legalise their busi-
ness.

State Housing, Local Gov-
ernment, Country and Town
Planning Committee chairman
Jagdeep Singh Deo noted the
importance of the legalisation
process for nurseries, kinder-
gartens and nursing centres.

“We are concerned over the
issues of these operators, who
are facing difficulties in obtain-
ing the registration certificates.

“In the first phase process,
45 of them had already ob-
tained the registration certifi-
cates, but we will extend the
application period for others as
well.

“There are 319 nurseries,
kindergartens and care cen-
tres involved in the process,
but 17 had already cancelled
their applications due to vari-
ous reasons, leaving only 302
involved.

“Till Feb 3, there are still
257 centres that have yet to
undergo the application pro-
cess. Hence, we have decided
to extend the application dead-
line, which ended on Dec 31

Jagdeep, Gurmit (rlght), Rajendran (left) and those present wishing everyone a bIessed year
ahead.

last year,” he told reporters
after visiting the Children’s Pro-
tection Home.

Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) secretary A.Rajendran,
who was present, said the
council was working to ensure
the process was carried out
smoothly.

“A total of 181 unlicenced

nurseries, kindergartens and
nursing centres have been
identified on Penang island,
of which 14 had been legal-
ised while the remaining are
still under consideration pro-
cess,” he said.

In another development,
Jagdeep said the state has
provided a total of 131,391

various types of affordable
housing units.

“We hope to reach 220,000
units by 2030.

“The Selection and Pro-
cess Enhancement Commit-
tee (SPEC) has conducted 66
meetings, with a total of 15 as-
semblymen participating in the
selection process,” he said.

State
committed to
maintaining
facilities

at housing
schemes

THE state government has
spent a total of RM290.55 mil-
lion on maintenance projects
for both the public and private
housing schemes in Penang
as of Jan 25 this year.

“Out of this amount, the
state government has spent a
total of RM46.87 million for the
Penang Maximum 80% Mainte-
nance Fund (TPM8OPP),” state
Local Government, Housing,
Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman Jagdeep
Singh Deo said during a press
conference at the Sri Tanjung
Apartment in Datuk Keramat
on Feb 7.

“This involves a total of 297
applications for 497 mainte-
nance works which have been
carried out.

“All  these maintenance
works mostly involved the up-
grading and replacing of lifts
(285 projects), followed by
water tank replacement and
repair works (195 projects),”
he added.

Jagdeep added that the
RM290.55 million also in-
cludes the maintenance works
for housing schemes under
the Penang Island City Coun-
cil (RM24.82 million) and
Seberang Perai City Coun-
cil (RM4.59 million) as well
as public housing schemes
(RM214.26 million).

Besides that, Jagdeep
thanked the federal govern-
ment for allocating RM35.19
million under the “Program
Penyelanggaraan Perumahan”
(PPP) and “Tabung Penyeleng-
garaan Perumahan Malaysia”
(TPPM) for the year 2020 and
RM18.44 million for 2021.

“For 2022, the state gov-
ernment through the Penang
Housing Board has appealed
for a RM134.76 million fund
from the federal government
for the public and private hous-
ing schemes’ maintenance
works,” he said.

“I would like to also urge
the federal government to ex-
pedite the building of afford-
able homes for our people in
Penang.
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