on
N
=)
N
Te)
—
|
—
—
o
o
=T

uStory by Edmund Lee
uPix by Alissala Thian

VER 1,500% increase
Oin international direct

flights and close to
8,500% increase in foreign
tourist arrivals!

These are impressive fig-
ures that show Penang's
tourism is on the rebound
and that the state will con-
tinue to be one of the top
tourist destinations.

State Tourism and Cre-
ative Economy Committee
chairman Yeoh Soon Hin said
the number of international
direct flights increased from
a mere 10 weekly flights in
November 2021 to 184 in
December last year.

“This was an increase of
1,740% while the arrival of

Yeoh and the state's kei{ tourism players are in a happy mood with the increase in touriét arrivals to Penang.

international  passengers
rose from 7,367 in 2021
to 629,476 last year. It

was a significant 8,445%
increase.

“The number of passen-
ger movement at Penang In-
ternational Airport (PIA) for
both arrival and departure of
domestic and international
passengers has increased
by 681% as well.

“It is a pleasing recovery

rate, and we hope more tour-
ists will flock to Penang, ” he
said at a press conference
in George Town recently.

Yeoh noted the reopening
of China’s international bor-
ders was one of the reasons
as well.

“On our part, we will re-
activate our marketing pro-
grammes and campaigns to
attract more tourists by cu-
rating attractive packages.

“We should continue to
enhance Penang’s position
as a world-renowned desti-
nation, making Penangites
proud,” he said.

Yeoh expressed his grati-
tude to the airlines, hoteliers,
travel agencies, travel indus-
try associations, the Tourism,
Arts and Culture Ministry (MO-
TAC), and the relevant indus-
try stakeholders.

During the press confer-

ence, Yeoh also answered
the hoteliers’ queries about
the rebound in the tourism
industry as well as efforts to
tackle traffic issues.

Among those present
were Malaysian Associa-
tion of Hotels (MAH) Penang
chapter chairman Tony Goh,
Penang Global Tourism (PGT)
chief executive officer Ooi
Chok Yan and hoteliers’ rep-
resentatives.
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~ May date for Priority One of Gurney Wharf project

MARK the month of May this
year on your calendar as that is
the scheduled completion time
of construction of Priority One
(Phase One) of the Gurney Wharf
project which has reached the
50% per cent completion mark.

State Local Government,
Housing, Town and Country
Planning Committee chairman
Jagdeep Singh Deo said Priority
One would be completed in May
instead of March this year after
some delay due to factors be-
yond their control.

When the whole project is

completed in 2025, Jagdeep
said it is going to become the
icon of Malaysia.

“We have two phases, Priority
One and Priority Two, going on
at the same time. The laying of
topsoil has almost been done in
some areas in Priority One.

“There are many compo-
nents that are moving at a rapid
pace. The state government is
committed to ensuring the proj-
ect is delivered.

“The most important thing is
that this facility is for the benefit
of the people.

“It is a green lung, which is
part and parcel of our Penang
2030 vision. We will be a fam-
ily-focused, green and smart
state,” Jagdeep told a press
conference when he visited the
site on Feb 7 to monitor the sta-
tus of the project.

He said some components
might be added after looking
at Priority One and Priority
Two, adding that an announce-
ment would be made after dis-
cussions with relevant stake-
holders.

* Turn to pg2
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AYFAIR, Oxford
M Street, Liverpool

Street Station and
others are familiar names to
Monopoly players.

But imagine playing this pop-
ular board game featuring some
of the most iconic landmarks in
Penang.

Well, Monopoly is going to
launch its Penang edition in Oc-
tober, which will feature unigue
landmarks in the state, from
cultural attractions, local busi-
nesses to iconic places.

Monopoly is a classic fast-
dealing property trading board
game that is known worldwide.

Winning Moves UK, a games
company based in the United
Kingdom, will be creating the
Penang edition of the popular
board game under the official
licence of Hasbro.

It is learnt that Penang Global
Tourism will be involved in the
making of this new edition that
will replace traditional streets
with Penang’s best landmarks,
attractions and popular sites.

Winning Moves UK represen-

Vionopoly Penang edrtion

tative Jennifer Lau said the pub-
lic is urged to submit their sug-
gestions and proposals of their
favourite places in Penang to be
included in the new edition.

“We would love to hear about
your favourite places in Penang,
your memories, must-see plac-
es and your thoughts on what
makes Penang so special.

“From street markets to view-
points to museums and every-
thing in between, we are looking
forward to creating a beautiful
portrayal of what locals and
visitors love about Penang,” Lau
said in her speech during the
Monopoly: Penang edition press
conference at The TOP Komtar
on Feb 9.

She added that a selection
committee would be given the
responsibility to finalise the sug-
gestions and proposals from
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Yeoh posing with Mr Monopoly (second from right), Ooi (left) and Lau (right) during the press conference.

the public.

All the suggestions and
proposals can be sent to the
company’s email at penang@

VR world based on Penang’s popular attractions

HAVE you ever imagined your-
self immersed in a virtual reality
(VR) world that features some of
the most popular attractions in
Penang?

It is like you are really there
but actually never were!

Well, it is possible now once
the video game project that is
based on the virtual reality con-
cept is completed.

Frenchborn artist Jérémy
Griffaud, the mastermind be-
hind this ongoing project, said
the VR project will feature
unigue landmarks in the state,
from cultural attractions, and lo-
cal businesses to iconic places.

“Among them are Waterfall
Hilltop Temple, Kek Lok Si Tem-
ple, Penang Hill, the meromictic
lake in Penang National Park,
and many others.

“There are also stories be-
hind all those attractions pre-
sented in the game where gam-
ers can know more about the
places.

“l also took many pictures
of all these places when | first
came to Penang in December
last year, and later drew them to
integrate them into this VR gam-
ing project.

“The important aspects,
such as architecture, nature
and craftsmanship in Penang
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Haryany and Grlffaud
(right) looking at

some of the artworks
produced by the latter.

will be put into this game.

“They just need to use a VR
headset to be able to interact,
experience and move inside the
special VR world that resembles
Penang,” Griffaud told Buletin
Mutiara during an interview at
Wisma Yeap Chor Ee in George
Town recently.

Also present was state Mu-
seum and Art Gallery director
Haryany Mohamad.

According to Griffaud, once
he is done with the storyline that
includes sketching and drawing
processes, he would then work
with a developer for coding, and
also with a musician to put the
sound and music into the game.

“Roughly, it will take about
one to two years for the virtual
reality gaming project to be

completed.

“This is my first VR project
that is inspired by the Penang
‘elements’ and mixed with my
own vision as well. I'm very ex-
cited about it.

“I will do my best to complete
it and make the game as attrac-
tive as possible,” he said.

Haryany said Griffaud is in
Penang for the “Arles-Penang
Artist Exchange Residency” pro-
gramme.

“The programme is a collabo-
ration involving several parties,
such as the Penang government
through Chief Minister Incorpo-
rated (CMI), Galerie Huit Arles in
France, French Embassy in Ma-
laysia, Penang State Museum
and Art Gallery, Alliance Fran-
caise de Penang and Hikayat."

winningmoves.co.uk or to their
Facebook page at Penang Mo-
nopoly | Facebook.

Meanwhile, state Tourism
and Creative Economy Commit-
tee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin
said Penang is excited to be the
first state in Malaysia to get its
own version of the world-famous
Monopoly board game.

“The Penang version of the
board game will be a fun way
to showcase what Penang has
to offer, from its two Unesco-
designated sites, which are the
George Town Unesco World Her-
itage Site and the recently rec-
ognised Penang Hill Biosphere

Reserve.

“Proud to also announce that
the game will be launched just
in time for the year-end festive
season.

“It will be made available at
our retailers as an official an-
nouncement will be made once
the launch date is nearer.

“l would like to express my
gratitude to Hasbro for the part-
nership, and together we shall
enhance Penang’s position as
a world-renowned destination,”
Yeoh said during his speech.

Also present during the event
was PGT chief executive officer
Ooi Chok Yan.

40 acres of 131 acres of reclaimed
land for public facilities

* From pgl

The ground-breaking cer-
emony of the RM200 million
project was done on May 14,
2022.

Over 131 acres of land has
been reclaimed, of which 40
acres would be used for pub-
lic facilities.

Priority One will have fa-
cilities such as a children’s
playground, skate park,
viewing deck (south vantage
point), public toilets, pedes-
trian promenade, traders’
kiosks, recreational park,
landscape areas and open
space car parks.

Under Priority Two, the
features include additional

landscaping areas, more rec-
reational parks, a hawker
centre, a viewing deck (north
vantage point), public toilets,
more trader’'s kiosks, multi-
storey car parks, open space
car parks, a beach area and
boardwalk, water garden and
the drainage system.

Among others present at
the press conference were
Chief Minister Incorporated
deputy general manager Datin
S. Bharathi, JKR civil engineer
Goh Kiet Rhee, consultants,
architects and contractors.

Goh said they would work
very hard to meet the dead-
line for Priority One and hoped
that everyone involved would
work hand in hand.
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ENANG has changed all
P33,101 street lamps on

the island from high-pres-
sure sodium lights to lightemit-
ting diodes (LEDs).

State Local Government,
Housing, Town and Country
Planning Committee chairman
Jagdeep Singh Deo said he was
happy with the achievement as
it was one of the 108 smart ini-
tiatives under the Penang 2030
vision.

He added they are working
very hard to do likewise in Se-
berang Perai, having changed
27,908 out of the 77,359 old
lights to LEDs thus far.

Jagdeep said he would now
seek incentives from the Local
Government Development Min-

Brighter Penang |

with LEDs

istry for achieving 100% conver-
sion from old lights to LEDs on
Penang island which would help
reduce the cost of electricity.

“The federal government
bears half the cost of electricity
when we use the old lights, but
now that we invest in the LEDs
and reduce the bill, they should
increase the incentive.

“l would present my case to
the federal officials when they
visit Penang soon. | would ask
for 100% support, or certainly
more than 50%.

Thumbs-up to Bukit Mertajam
market redevelopment

THE federal government,
through the Local Government
Development Ministry, recently
announced an allocation of
RM24 million for the redevel-
opment of the Bukit Mertajam
Market.

It was also announced by its
minister, Nga Kor Ming, that the
construction works of the Bukit
Mertajam Market are expected
to begin this year and due for
completion in 2026.

Following the announce-
ment, Buletin Mutiara spoke
with some of the traders and
hawkers at the market. Below
are their views:

Fong Wei Lung
(55, vegetable
seller):

“I would like
to thank the
federal govern-
ment for such

good news.
This will cer-
tainly bring

a huge relief to all of us here
as this market is usually very
crowded in the morning. Once
completed, the market will sure-
ly become the new icon in Bukit
Mertajam.”

Cheah Wei Kian (45, meat seller):

“I was very
happy when |
heard about it
from a friend.
| mean it has
been a very
long time since
the old market
was destroyed in a fire and has

been in a dilapidated condition
since then. Hopefully, the re-
development project could be
completed within the stipulated
timeline.”

Che Zarina s

Abdullah b
(48,  fruit | 4
seller): H

“Thef
project is
a dream
come true
for all of us ™
here, includ-
ing those residing near Bukit
Mertajam. After waiting for so
long, this is the moment that
we all have been waiting for.
With a bigger market, it will be
easier for marketgoers to do
their groceries here. And it will
be easier for us as well to con-
duct our business in a spacious
place.”

Lim Yong Seng
(44, fishmon-
ger):

“The an-
nouncement
came at the
right time con-
sidering we
have been operating at the tem-
porary market for quite some
time. After all, this is the only
public market in the centre of
Bukit Mertajam and it is very
crowded and busy in the morn-
ing. So, with the new market, it
will not only benefit the locals
here but also can breathe new
life into this place and turn it
into a tourist attraction.”

“They need to incentivise not
only Penang but the whole of
Malaysia. Since we've already
achieved our initiative, Penang is
a good example. When there is
an incentive for us, other states
will also follow suit to carry out
this smart initiative and save
cost,” Jagdeep told reporters at
a press conference at Gat Lebuh
Macallum on Feb 13.

Jagdeep commended Penang
Island City Council (MBPP) secre-
tary Datuk A. Rajendran and his
team for achieving the feat.

He said MBPP and the Se-
berang Perai City Council (MBSP)
have been working together with
Tenaga Nasional to replace the
old lights with LEDs.

Out of the 33,101 old lights
on Penang island, he said MB-
PP changed 17,542 while TNB
changed 15,559 of them to
LEDs.

In Seberang Perai, he said out
of the 77,359 old lights, 27,908

have been changed to LEDs,
leaving a balance of 49,451.
Jagdeep said various smart
initiatives have been completed
in Penang, including smart park-
ing and the installation of CCTVs.
He said a total of 36,000
parking lots have been installed

Jagdeep (right) and
Rajendran proudly
showing a streetlight
using high-pressure
\s sodium bulb being
changed to LED at Gat by
Lebuh Macallum. 0

with sensors, and so far, 1,300
CCTVs have been installed on
the island and mainland.

The aim, he said, is to set up
a total of 5,000 CCTVs.

Rajendran said the LED
streetlights would certainly help
brighten up the island.

Ministry allocates RM40m for two projects

THE Local Government Develop-
ment Ministry announced not
one but two pieces of good news
for Penang on Feb 6.

It has approved two alloca-
tions, each for the redevelop-
ment of the Bukit Mertajam
market (RM24 million), and the
upgrading and repair works at
eligible flats in the state (RM16
million).

The allocations amounted to
RM40 million.

Its Minister Nga Kor Ming,
during his visit to the market,
said the construction work on
the Bukit Mertajam market is
expected to begin this year and
due for completion in 2026.

The estimated cost for the
Bukit Mertajam market project is
RM24 million.

It is understood that RM1
million was allocated earlier for
the initial works. The remaining
RM23 million allocation for the
market project was announced
on Feb 6.

The Bukit Mertajam market
project is divided into five com-
ponents — the redevelopment of
the marketplace at RM8 million,
the multi-storey carpark (RM8.5
million), infrastructure upgrade
(RM5 million), temporary mar-
ketplace (RM500,000) and the

Bukit Mertajam creative centre
(RM1 million).

The old Bukit Mertajam mar-
ket, which was built inthe 1960s,
caught fire in February 2014 and
is currently in disrepair.

“I believe the Bukit Merta-
jam market redevelopment
project is a dream come true
for the residents of Bukit Mer-
tajam, especially for some
240,000 market-goers,” Nga
told a press conference after
officiating the upgraded back
lane which connects Armenian
Street to Ah Quee Street in
George Town on Feb 6.

Nga also announced an al-
location of RM16 million for the
repair and upgrading works at
eligible flats in Penang.

Meanwhile, about the up-
graded back lane project which
connects Armenian Street to
Ah Quee Street, Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow said the state
is embarking on many efforts to
transform Penang into a green
and smart state.

“One of them is to ensure
that back lanes, especially those
within the Unesco World Heritage
Site, are upgraded and made in-
to tourist attraction spots.

“We want to remove the nega-
tive stigma that people have

towards the back or side lanes.
These lanes are not sidelined.

“We want to make these
places colourful, safe and green
where people can walk leisurely
and enjoy their time.

“We thank the Local Govern-
ment Development Ministry and
the Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) for playing a crucial part
in this upgrading project,” Chow
said during his speech.

It is understood that a total
of RM125,000 was spent by
the ministry to upgrade the back
lane, spanning 135 metres.

Some of the works included
the installation of lights, land-
scape, re-constructing the
drains and others.

Meanwhile, in a related de-
velopment, Chow hoped other
ministries under the current
unity government would take
heed of other issues and needs
of Penang.

“I have asked my adminis-
tration to take a proactive ap-
proach to engage with the min-
istries so that we can open a
direct line with the ministers to
cater to the needs of Penang.

“This is a good start, and we
look forward to more good things
happening here in Penang,”
Chow added.
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TIE Penang government
has allocated RM9 million
to assist various types of
schools this year - an increase
of RM500,000 compared to
RM8.5 million last year.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow said this was the 15th year
the state government is helping
the various schools in Penang.

“Out of the amount,
RM4,481,000 is given to a total
of 85 SJK (C) schools.

“The funds that are being
given are to assist the schools,
specifically to build more facili-
ties, and for other purposes, to
ensure a better learning environ-
ment for the students.

“The allocation has been in-
creased compared to last year.
We were made to understand
that some schools need funds
to construct new buildings and
expansion purposes,” Chow
said in his speech during the
mock cheque presentation cer-
emony in Komtar.

Chow said SJK (C) Kuang Yu
at Penaga received the highest
allocation of RM210,000.

“Besides allocating funds,
we also support the develop-
ment of Chinese schools. The
new SJK (C) Kuang Yu building
in Batu Kawan is expected to be
constructed in June this year.

“Other schools that will be ex-
panded include SJK (C) Perem-
puan Cina and SJK (C) Chung
Hwa 2 in Butterworth.

“In addition, SJK (C) Aik

Chow, Chong Eng (sixth from left) and others present in a group photograph taken after announcing the aid for the schools.

Hua’'s new building in Sungai
Ara is nearing completion. It is
expected to be opened to pupils
next year,” he said.

On the issue of low enrolment
in Chinese primary schools,
Chow noted there are a total of
18 schools with less than 100
students.

“We have discussed with the
relevant authorities to find a so-
lution to tackle the issue,” he
said.

Penang Chinese Education
Affairs Coordinating Committee
chairman Chong Eng hoped the
allocations would be fully uti-
lised.

Also present were state
Local Government, Housing,
Country and Town Planning
Committee chairman Jagdeep
Singh Deo, Tourism and Cre-
ative Economy Committee
chairman Yeoh Soon, state
Youth and Sports Commit-
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tee chairman Soon Lip Chee,
assemblymen Teh Lai Heng
(Komtar), Heng Lee Lee (Bera-
pit), Joseph Ng (Air Iltam), A.
Kumaresan (Batu Uban), Ja-
son H'ng (Jawi), Goh Choon Aik
(Bukit Tambun), Ong Ah Teong
(Batu Lancang), Chris Lee (Pu-
lau Tikus), Daniel Gooi (Peng-
kalan Kota), Azrul Mahathir Aziz
(Bayan Lepas) and former Bukit
Bendera MP Wong Hon Wai.

At another event, 16 mis-
sionary schools along with 12
secondary and five Chinese
private schools received a total
of RM4.096 million to support
them in their development, up-
grading and repair works.

Chow handed out mock
cheques to the respective
school representatives present
during the brief ceremony.

In his speech, Chow said he
understood that quite a num-
ber of schools, especially mis-

lous schools
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sionary schools, were already
a century-old and required a
close watch to ensure the facili-
ties and building components
stayed intact.

“We hope that this annual
allocation that we have been
practising since 2008 will
somehow continue to benefit
these schools, even if it’s in
the smallest way possible.

“Although the amount al-
located may not be sufficient
to fulfil the entire cost for a
particular project, we hope it
can help ease the burden of
the schools and the Parent-
Teacher Association.

“This is our commitment
at the state level to provide a
conducive teaching and learn-
ing environment for the teach-
ers and students,” Chow said
during his speech at the brief
ceremony in Komtar on Feb 7.

He also echoed the con-

cerns of the missionary
schools on the lack of funds
from the public.

“For this, | would like to
urge the unity government to
pay heed to this issue involv-
ing missionary schools, not
only in Penang but throughout
the country.

“A much more systematic
and consistent flow of funds
will play a key part in making
sure these school buildings
are conserved for an even lon-
ger time,” he added.

Meanwhile, out of the
RM4.096 million, RM1.23
million was contributed to 12
SMJK schools, RM866,000
to 16 missionary schools and
RM2 million to five Chinese
private schools.

Some of the main recipients
were SMJK (C) Jit Sin, SMJK
(C) Phor Tay, SMK St Mark, SM
Han Chiang and others.

SMK St Mark to fully utilise funds from state govt

THE Board of Governors of
SMK St Mark in Butterworth is
thankful to the Penang govern-
ment for allocating funds to the
school.

Acting board chairman Soong
Hoe Pin told Buletin Mutiara
that the funds allocated to the
school would be used to repair
the roof of one of the old build-
ings.

“Many tiles and gutters have
broken, resulting in damage to
some parts of the wooden ceil-
ing and water leakage in some
of the classrooms and corri-
dors.

“It is a timely boost as we
plan to change the roof tiles,

gutters and the ceiling of the
building.

“We will utilise the funds for
such purposes to secure a bet-
ter studying environment for the
students,” he said.

Soong expressed his grati-
tude to the state for prioritis-
ing the welfare of missionary
schools.

“We truly appreciate the
funds received from the state
and we hope to upgrade the
students’ toilets, science labs,
walkways and other facilities as
well.

“The allocation of funds for
maintenance of school build-
ings will certainly help create

a better and safer environment
for the students,” he said.

On the school’s plans, Soong
said the school would upgrade
its ICT facilities.

“More projectors and smart
TVs need to be installed in some
of the special rooms, such as in
the conference room, seminar
room, computer lab and library.

“We hope to create WIFI
zones in the school’s com-
pound to ensure a smoother
learning environment,” he said.

The SMK St Mark's school
authorities are pleased with
the state's effort in allocating
funds to them.
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FTER two years of muted
Aelebrations due to Co-

id-19, the 237th annual
Thaipusam celebration in Pen-
ang was held on a grand scale
this year.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow commended the Hindu
community for maintaining the
traditional festival for over two
centuries.

“This is an extraordinary
achievement.

“Imagine the generations
that have inherited this religious
practice today.

“And of course, this year’'s

celebration, unlike any other,
is a special one after Penang
came through muted celebra-
tions previously due to Covid-19
restrictions.

“Have a safe and healthy
celebration while fulfilling your

Thousands of Hindu devotees flockmg to the Sni Maha Mariamman
Temple in Queen Street to witness the departure of the golden
chariot to the Waterfall Hilltop Murugan Temple.

Chow and Ramasamy (in Iong—sleeved white shirt) walking along Jalan Utama in
Hindu devotees during this year's Thaipusam celebrations.

respective vows,” Chow said in
his speech during his visit to the
Arulmigu  Balathandayuthapani
Temple (Hilltop) on Feb 5.

In his speech, Chow also
announced an allocation of
RM200,000 for the temple in
conjunction with the Thaipusam
festival this year.

Meanwhile, temple chair-
man Datuk Seri P. Kuvenaraju
thanked the enforcement bod-
ies, volunteers and his temple
committee members for working

e presence of many

hard to ensure a smooth and
peaceful celebration.

Kuvenaraju also spoke about
a proposed multipurpose hall
to be built at the temple for the
devotees to take part in social
and cultural activities.

Deputy Chief Minister Il Prof
Dr P. Ramasamy, who was pres-
ent earlier, said the need for a
funicular railway at the lower
part of the Hilltop temple was
important to transport senior
citizens to the top.

Cultural diversity in Chap Goh Me\h event

IT was a sea of people at the
state-level “Experience Penang:
Chap Goh Meh with A Bang”
celebration at the Esplanade
on the last day of Chinese New
Year recently.

Many visitors from all walks
of life came with their families
and friends to celebrate the
meaningful occasion, organ-
ised by the state government
under the Penang Tourism
and Creative Economy (PET-
ACE) office.

Many of them were spot-
ted enjoying the event as they
caught a glimpse of the orang-
es throwing ceremony after
a hiatus due to the Covid-19

comes the arrival of spring and
it symbolises new beginnings
and growth.

“This is a time to reflect
on the past, to give apprecia-
tion for those blessings and to
look forward to the opportuni-
ties and challenges of the year
ahead,” he said in his speech
at the event.

In keeping with the Chap Goh
Meh mandarin-throwing tradi-
tion, Chow also joined in the
celebration with those present.

Chow said he was proud to
witness people from all walks of
life at the event.

State Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee chairman

pandemic. Yeoh Soon Hin said the celebra- Sila ng Kata é
Some of them had arrived at  tion was meant to bring happi- " s TYT: 44
the Esplanade in the evening ness, health and prosperity to Dari Gabenor Ke o (=
to celebrate the occasion and the people. : o
managed to taste the sumptu- “This cultural event is an ex- o Sk S e o
ous street food. cellent way to promote tourism, R iy - ",':r,;, - SRR
That is until the skies opened  attracting local and foreign visi- ® ’.J.‘:.‘ITE.”;::'L.‘J:.ZE’.‘Z;,W.., :
up and the rains came! tors. . ok e T R A Fa s u
The organiser later an- “A meeting will be held soon el o L AT
nounced the postponement of to decide when to hold the Chap :"ﬂ..iii:‘!'ﬁ&"" T e A R+ ke akaysd 8
the event till further notice. Goh Meh celebration. We have | & maemssdsimsiiame

Chief Minister Chow Kon no choice, but to put it off for e e L
Yeow, who graced the opening safety reasons,” he said.
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ceremony of the event earlier,
said it was an opportunity to
cherish the spirit of unity and
friendship.

“Chap Goh Meh, which is

Among those present were
Chow’s wife Tan Lean Kee, Lo-
cal Government Development
Minister Nga Kor Ming, Deputy
Education Minister Lim Hui
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

sT% 04-2260218
F) 04 -226 0218

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Dato’ Ir. Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul
Rahman

T) 04 - 575 6526
F) 04 - 575 6526

NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ‘ NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG No Tel/ No Faks

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS N.01 PENAGA
YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz T) 04 - 649 3976 YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah (M)
ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com F) 04 - 649 3976

N.02 BERTAM %T) 013 - 430 6400

YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishag P) 04-576 7606

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
YB Nor Hafizah Othman

N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Haiji Mohd. Tuah Ismail

(T) 04 - 866 0214

N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 383 2131
F) 04 -383 9131

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU
YB Phee Boon Poh
h npoh nan: v.my:;

pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 - 2620860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04 - 261 8745

N.12 PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin
norlela.arifin@gmail.com

ST% 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 530 3028
F) 04 - 530 3028

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
j ingh nan v.m

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain
pusatkhidmatn37@gmail.com

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee

(T) 04 - 331 0163

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

(T) 04 - 890 3866

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

T) 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtar@dappg.org

T) 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.06 TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal
mustafakamal.mkba@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n%.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 305 4962

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil
faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04- 5211106

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee
berapit@dappg.org

ST% 017 - 813 3509
F) 04 -540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon
kllee78@gmail.com

sT% 013-399 0519
F) 04-551 1442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsico-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

ET% 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

T) 04 - 502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
jawi@dappg.org

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah
ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

(T)

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng

limguaneng@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit
pulautikuskadun@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 228 5298
016 - 6912548
016 - 4152548

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen
pengkalankota@dappg.org

ST 04 -250 1522
F) 04 -250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
agirtam@dappg.org

(T) 04 - 829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam
kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail

T) 04 - 293 7545
F) 04 - 293 7546

N.05 SUNGAI DUA (M)
YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA }T% 04 - 548 4541
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin F) 04 - 548 4541

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Zulkifli lbrahim ]
n21adunsgacheh@gmail.com

N.40 TELUK BAHANG
YB Zolkifly Md. Lazim m

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

N.01 PENAGA
Aida Yusof Rawa

gidarawa54@yahoo.com

No Tel/ No Faks

PENANG CARE SOCIETY %{)%ﬁne 910123
04 - 6427777

DAP PENANG HQ {T; 04 - 228 8482
dappenang@dapmalaysia.org F) 04 - 228 8514

(T) 019 - 338 2668

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
Mohd. Taupek Abd. Rahman

| ] (T) 019 - 415 3850
hajifek@gmail.com

PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-397 0115 N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Muhammad Fitri Termizi

fitritermizi@amanah.org.my

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

(T) 011 -3112 7702

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999 JPJ 04-656 4131
& PENYELAMAT 04-398 8809
DIREKTORI TELEFON 103 JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101

HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637 PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM 04-228 9012 TOURISM MALAYSIA 04-261 0058
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893 KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN NEGERI 04-262 1957 FERI (%E%'Egﬂggy) 83‘%}8 %g?;
PBA (PUSAT PANGGILAN 24 JAM) 04-255 8255 JAI\/\éATAN PP ) 04:398 7419
KASTAM 04-262 2300 STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTHO04-261 0290
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342 EiﬁﬁgyKimiiRUNDUNGAN 04-829 4046
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340 CAP 04-829 9511
EPF 04-226 1000 BEFRIENDERS PENANG 83—%2} ?}823
SOCSO 04-238 9888 PERPUSTAKAAN PP 04-229 8555
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SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MBSP 2022
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MBSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
Ahmad Rizal Abd. 019 - 464 6696 . .
Hamid 1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut Penyelia 013 - 449 0366
Bahagian
Ahmad Tarmizi Jusoh 012 - 487 7575 Kewarganegaraan
2. K. Velan Barat Daya 018 - 394 4537
Anuar Yusoff 84116 —6161 369?690
-507 5
3. Lim Zheng Han Seberang Perai . . 011 - 1244 7167
Utara Pejabat Bahagian
Chee Yeeh Keen 019 - 455 7731 Kewarganegaraan Pulau Pinang,
] ] Tingkat 46, KOMTAR
4. K. Nirmala Seberang Perai 017 -5720272
Cheen Goon Hooi 012 - 402 0923 Tengah 04 - 650 5105
5. K. Viknesh Prabu Seberang Perai 012 - 693 4786
David Marshel a/l 019 - 412 3397 Selatan
Pakianathan 04 - 399 6689
Delakan a/l Ratha 012 - 584 4437 Nota:
Krisnak Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.
st T 018 - 232 2502 SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS [ | |
MBPP 2022 B T -
1
1
Subramnian 1
MBPP 04 - 259 2020 : Editors :
. f Christopher Tan (English)
H - 1
Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 -261 2460 Abdul Latif Mohamad 012 - 248 5016 : Tan Kean Ming (Chinese)
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 019 - 541 4818 : (S0 RV (eIl
1
Jeffery Koay Kai Chin 013 - 521 2868 Alan Lim Wei Lun 017 - 343 3995 : Writers :
| M. Tanushalini, Ong Kok Hoay, Edmund Lee,
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I Photographers :
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Singh ‘.
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Tempting Penang-style ‘1
kacang phool

=Story by K.H. Ong
=Pix by Muhamad Amir Irsyad
Omar

TIE signboard over her stall
reads: Roti Bakar Kacang
Phool Penang, The 1st,
The One & Only in Penang — Est
2015.

It was almost eight years ago
when Nasirah Sharif started sell-
ing kacang phool, a Middle East-
ern dish, at a stall in Kompleks
Desiraan Tanjung in Tanjung To-
kong.

She said phool comes from
the Arabic word, ful, which
means beans.

“It is largely consumed by the
Ethiopians and Egyptians; meat
is rather expensive, so they have
to replace it with beans,” Na
sirah, 46, told Buletin Mutiara
during an interview at her stall
recently.

Business was sluggish at first
because kacang phool was an
uncommon dish to the locals
and the hawker centre where
her stall, Nazzeeras, was located
was a “dead” place for want of
stall operators.

“As it is a traditional Middle

Naswahngarmshmg- .J

the kacang,phoolils.,
dISh W|th chopped
onlons sllced

(right) showingoff
her,cheesy melts:

Eastern dish, it is not something
that the locals will enjoy or ap-
preciate.

“l had to come out with my
own version, adding my own
spices and curry to give it a ‘Pen-
ang flavour’,” she said.

The kacang phool set is the
favourite on the menu with her
regular customers.

It is basically made of beans
cooked with minced chicken or
minced beef, spices, tomatoes
and curry, and topped with a sun-
ny side up egg or half-boiled egg.

Nasirah then garnishes the
dish with chopped onions, sliced
chili and lime.

Nothing goes better with it
than thick slices of “hailam”
bread, which you can choose
from a variety of toast styles —
butter toast, garlic toast, cheese
toast, French toast or garlic
cheese.

“The sourness of the lime,
the sweetness of the onions and
the spiciness of the chili greatly
enhance the customer’s taste
buds.

N

MI..‘

[Nasirah| garnlshmg :

ithelkacang phool
dish'with chopped
onions} sllce‘chlll

“The best way to eat it is to
stir everything together before
you dip the bread into the ka
cang phool sauce.

“It's a very balanced meal for
those who are health conscious
or on diet. This is a complete
meal; it is a bowl of complete
protein, served with the ‘hailam’
(Hainanese) bread.

“Itis actually a meal, not just a
breakfast. Our perception of roti
(bread) is something we only eat
for breakfast. Actually, it is some-

thing you can enjoy throughout
the day,” Nasirah added.

Anocther signature dish is the
cheesy melt.

Nasirah said if you enjoy ka-
cang phool, you will love the
cheesy melt even more because
of its enhanced flavour.

Nazzeeras is closed every
Monday, but will open as usual
if it is a public holiday. Its daily
operating hours are from 8am to
2pm. For inquiries, call 019-220
1355.

Ensuring the legacy lives on

A CLEAN environment and fresh ingredi-
ents are the two important elements to
ensure returning customers.

Young entrepreneur Ahmad Danial Mu-
hammad Noor, 37, now holds a heavy re-
sponsibility to continue the legacy of the
popular family-operated Nasi Melayu res-
taurant — Restoran Minah. His father Mu-
hammad Noor Abu Bakar passed away
last year.

Ahmad Danial said he learned the ele-
ments to run the generation-old business
from his father and elders.

“We believe there are several key ele-
ments which we must have to retain our
customers and grow our business. Having
a clean environment, using fresh ingredi-
ents, strictly upholding our food quality,
and retaining our ‘secret recipe’ are the
key components of our success.

“We source our fresh ingredients daily
to ensure that we do not compromise the
food quality. The original (secret) recipes
have been passed down for generations
from the time this restaurant was estab-
lished in 1957.

“This is the original premises,” he told
Buletin Mutiara at the restaurant in Jalan
Sultan Azlan Shah, Gelugor, on Feb 14.

Ahmad Danial said the staff were
mostly family members.

“Our family — my wife, younger brother,
younger sister, aunt... everyone — helped
to grow this business. This is so that the
recipes stay with the family.

“The recipes have been passed down
from my late grandmother, Aminahbi Sul-
tan, and that is where the restaurant got
its name — Restoran Minah.

“My late great-grandfather (Aminahbi’s
father) Mohd Sultan Eusoff was from In-
dia, and he migrated to Malaya to open
the restaurant here for my grandmother,
Aminahbi.

“Back then, the restaurant was only
half the size of its current premises. It ex-
panded when it bought the neighbouring
lot in 1969,” he added.

Ahmad Danial said the restaurant had
served many notable members of the
royal family, leaders, and artistes, such
as the current Prime Minister Datuk Seri
Anwar lbrahim and former prime minister
Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad.

“We look forward to enhancing our cus-
tomers’ dining experience by transforming
the front portion of the restaurant into an
airconditioned area,” he said.

Ahmad Danial and his wife Sabarina
Subian, 37, showing the fish head curry
and ayam goreng Minah at Restoran
Minah.

Restoran Minah serves up to 60 dish-
es daily and can accommodate up to 100
customers at any time.

Popular dishes include ayam goreng
Minah, fish head curry, beef rendang,
beansprout kerabu, mutton kurma, and
lamb shank.

Ahmad Danial said the ayam goreng
Minah was one of the traditional dishes
produced and passed down by Aminahbi.

Food hunters can check out Restoran
Minah from Tuesdays to Sundays.

(From top, clockwise) Ulam, fish head
curry, ayam goreng Minah, crispy enoki
mushroom, and beansprout kerabu are
among the favourite dishes.

“It is best to come early. Weekends are
mostly packed with customers,” Ahmad
Danial said.
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the next level, more efforts

are needed to encourage
students to take an interest
in STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathemat-
ics) subjects.

The Chief Minister's special
investment adviser Datuk Seri
Lee Kah Choon said these ef-
forts are crucial for Malaysia to
produce talents that are needed
by the manufacturing industry.

“There is a serious shortage
of university students enrolling
in STEM courses.

“Tracing back to secondary
education, parents prefer their
children to take up courses or
subjects in which their children
can ‘score’, and that may not be
STEM courses.

“Hence, these students are
not able to get into the engineer-
ing sector which requires tal-
ents,” he said during a meeting
with delegates from the Interna-
tional Trade and Industry Minis-
try (Miti) in Komtar on Feb 3.

Earlier, Miti minister Tengku
Datuk Seri Zafrul Abdul Aziz
paid a courtesy call on Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow at his
office in Komtar.

Zafrul said he was aware of
the challenges faced by Pen-
ang, namely, land, water and

I F Malaysia aims to go to

Chow presenting a memento to Zafrul. With them are Liew (eighth from left), Mohd Sayuthi (fifth from left), Abdul Halim (fourth from
left), Teh (third from left), Lee (left), Loo (second from left) and other guests.

Call to produce more
STEM talents

talent issues.

Lee also touched on the
need for more participation
from the industry to grow Tech-
nical and Vocational Education
and Training (TVET) talents in
Penang.

He also gave a strong pre-
sentation about Penang’s ini-
tiatives in attracting strategic
investments to those present
at the meeting.

“Many industry pillars are
interrelated and are supported
by the electronics sector.

“Medical technology

(MedTech), medical devices,
renewable energy (solar), and
automotive, among others, are
very much supported by the
electronics sector.

“We have many opportuni-
ties to build different ‘pillars’
on the electronics foundation,”
Lee said.

Lee added that building a
strong ecosystem must be one
of Malaysia’s top priorities for
the country to move forward.

“Without the ecosystem, in-
vestments will come and go
because whatever that we can

offer the investors, others may
be able to offer them too.

“Only with a matured ecosys-
tem, can we attract and retain
valuable investments in Malay-
sia,” he said.

Chow thanked the delegates
for the fruitful meeting.

“There are several key take-
aways from the meeting, and
| hope that together, we can
work on them,” he said.

Among those present were
State Secretary Datuk Mohd
Sayuthi Bakar, Miti deputy
minister Liew Chin Tong, Pen-

ang Entrepreneurial Devel-
opment, Trade and Industry
Committee chairman Datuk
Abdul Halim Hussain, Zaf-
rul’s political secretary Datuk
Rizam Ismail, Chow’s political
secretary Teh Lai Heng, Ma-
laysian Investment Develop-
ment Authority (Mida) Penang
deputy chief executive officer
Sivasuriyamoorthy  Sundara
Raja, Penang Mida director
Muhammad Ghaddaffi Sardar
Mohamed, and InvestPenang
chief executive officer Datuk
Loo Lee Lian.

VISION-INSPECTION  equip-
ment maker ViTrox Corporation
Berhad launched its own edu-
cation centre, ViTrox College,
on Feb 10.

It is located at the same
site as its plant in Batu Kawan
Industrial Park (BKIP).

ViTrox chief executive officer
and president Chu Jenn Weng
(pic) said the college would
provide industry-centric, inspir-
ing and
inclusive
educa-
tion with
a strong
+ emphasis
on pro-
moting a
practical
learning
environ-
ment.

“ViTrox College is set up
to bridge the education and
industry systems by applying
classroom practices relevant
to the actual day-to-day work in
the industry.

“The college can cater to
more than 500 students.

“The Penang government

ViTrox sets up college to address talent shortage

has set a bold vision for the
future with its Penang2030
vision. And ViTrox is proud to
support this vision,” Chu said
in his speech before Chief Min-
ister Chow Kon Yeow officiated
the ViTrox College on Feb 10.
Also present were state
Youth and Sports Commit-
tee chairman Soon Lip Chee,

Bukit Tambun assemblyman
Goh Choon Aik, InvestPenang
chief executive officer Datuk
Loo Lee Lian, Malaysian In-
vestment Development Author-
ity (Mida) (investment develop-
ment) deputy chief executive
officer Lim Bee Vian, ViTrox
chairman Datuk Seri Dr Kelvin
Kiew Kwong Sen and Chow’s

wife Tan Lean Kee.

Chow congratulated the
company for its grand opening
of ViTrox College.

“It is a new industry-cen-
tric education institution that
strongly focuses on a practical
learning environment.

“My heartiest congratula-
tions go to ViTrox for its con-

tinuous efforts in supporting
the talent agenda and bringing
ViTrox College to fruition,” he
said.

According to Chow, since
its inception in 2000, ViTrox
has been committed to bridg-
ing and reinforcing the link
between the industry and aca-
demia.

Pasai apa Pakcik
tak dapat lagi sumbangan tunai
i-Sejahtera ni? Dah dva tahun
dah tak dapat.

nombor akaun bank. Macam

pembayaran tunai
ke EFT tu?

Pakcik baru tau. Ha, Pakcik ada

mana Pakcik nak tukar kaedah

B Y

COVID-19

Bayaran tunai
ditangguhkan sebab COVID-1g,
Pakcik. Pembayaran hanya dapat
dibuat ke akaun bank pemohon
yang memilih kaedah pembayaran
pindahan wang secara
elektronik (EFT).

Log in pemohon di
portal i-Sejahtera, kemaskini
maklumat bank dan pilih kaedah

pembayaran secara EFT. Kemudian, muat

PROGRAM I-SEJAHTERA

Pembayaran secara tunai terpaksa ditangguhkan bagi
mengurangkan risiko penularan wabak COVID-19

“JON TUKAR KE EFT7

KEMASKINI MAKLUMAT AKAUN BANK DI LAMAN WEB SISTEM
FSEJAHTERA DAN MUAT NAIK PENYATA AKAUN BANK TERKINI

naik dokumen akaun bank terkini untuk

pastikan akaun bank yang dikemukakan

itu masih aktif. 1tu saja Pakcik.
Mudah kan?

BAGI MEMBOLEHKAN BAYARAN DIBUAT TERUS KE AKAUN

http://isejahtera.penang.gov.my




State to push for Juru Sungal Dua
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fic woes in Seberang Pe-

rai, especially in the Batu
Kawan parliamentary constit-
uency, the state government
will push for an elevated high-
way from Juru to Sungai Dua.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow said this when he attended
the Perai Chinese New Year
Open House near Chai Leng
Park Market on Feb 11.

“The problem that | often
hear is the traffic congestion in
Seberang Perai, which causes
inconvenience to the residents,
especially those living in the
Batu Kawan parliamentary con-
stituency.

“I have been appointed as
the Penang Development Action

I N a move to alleviate traf-

Council (MTPNG) chairman, a
council which will coordinate the
state government, local govern-
ment and federal government in
the implementation of projects.

“Among the projects that
have been proposed (concern-
ing the traffic congestion) is the
elevated highway project from
Juru to Sungai Dua,” Chow
said.

Commenting further, Chow
said the elevated highway
would help to separate the lo-
cal traffic from that heading to-
wards other states.

“This is an important proj-
ect, just like the one in Ipoh
which separates the local traf-
fic from that heading north and
south.

“It helps to overcome the
traffic woes there.

“I will ensure that the proj-
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Children entertaining the crowd with their colourful dance performance at the event.

ect (Juru-Sungai Dua elevated
highway) gets the attention of
the federal government so that
it becomes a priority project to
rectify the traffic woes in the
major part of Seberang Perai.

“If the project is not imple-
mented, it would affect the
quality of life of the people as
they would be ‘trapped’ in the
traffic jams.

“It would also impact the
socio-economic development as
well as the industry in Penang,”
Chow added.

He added talks on the Juru-
Sungai Dua elevated highway
project have already begun and
that he would pursue the matter
until it gets approval.

Meanwhile, Deputy Chief
Minister Il Prof Dr P. Ramasamy

thanked the Perai residents for
their overwhelming support giv-
en to him as the Perai assem-
blyman for the past 15 years.

Others present during the
open house included state ex-
ecutive councillor Chong Eng,
Bagan assemblyman M.Satees
and Seberang Perai City Coun-
cil (MBSP) councillor David
Marshel.

Boston
Scientific aims
to strengthen
ESG initiatives

LEADING medical technology
manufacturer Boston Scientific
Medical Device Sdn Bhd hopes
to collaborate with Penang in
the area of Environment, Social
and Governance (ESG).

Its vice-president (Penang
operations) Fearghal Hennessy
(pic) said the company is look-
ing at emulating initiatives con-
ducted in countries such as
India, particularly involving the
environment and society.

“We are trying to align our
ESG strategy in Penang with a
combined vision of allowing our
employees to lend a helping
hand to the community, as well
as to benefit the community at
large through our initiatives.

“We are also looking at ad-
dressing social issues in the
community, and that is why
we are hopeful of looking at a
possible collaboration with the
Penang government to assist
us in this vision,” Hennessy
said during his courtesy call on
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
in Komtar on Feb 7.

Chow said healthcare could
be an area that can be further

explored but it certainly comes
with a lot of procedures as it in-
volves the interest of the federal

government.

“As for state-level policies,
we can discuss and probably
get schools that are interested
to be involved in relevant pro-
grammes.

“Meanwhile, another area
that we could look at is organ-
ising programmes to promote
healthy aging in the state.

“We are currently working
with a KlLbased non-govern-
mental organisation (NGO) on
this area,” Chow said.

On another matter, Chow add-
ed that state executive council-
lor Chong Eng, who helms the
Social Development and Non-ls-
lamic Religious Affairs portfolio,
is currently working on setting
up a daycare in Batu Kawan to
cater to the needs of the work-
ing women there.

INFINEON Technologies (Pen-
ang) Sdn Bhd, a prominent
global support centre for Infine-
on Technologies, is focusing on
nurturing the nextgeneration
talent pool by reaching out to
university undergraduates.

lts managing director, Gark
Chee Jin (pic), said Infineon
Technologies (Penang) is com-
mitted to growing the local tal-
ent pool through its partnership
with local universities.

“We believe industry expo-
sure will give the students a
strong foundation to meet the
growing industry demand for
electrical and electronic prod-
ucts (E&E) and Global Business
Services (GBS) sector.

“Talent development is cru-
cial for us to remain at the fore-
front of innovation and for long-
term growth.

“Infineon has a highly tal-
ented and diverse workforce.
Our employees can gain more
knowledge and business apti-
tude by being part of the Infi-
neon global network.

“There are always opportu-
nities to collaborate and inno-
vate,” Gark told Buletin Mutiara
recently.

Infineon Technologies (Pen-
ang) covers the activities of
global financial services, design
engineering, supply chain, engi-
neering labs, sales & marketing
operations, and other services.

Building a sustainable future

The Penang site
also packs and sup-
plies semiconductor
devices and compo-
nent parts for Infineon
customers globally.

Headquartered in
Munich, Germany, In-

fineon Technologies
employs more than
56,200 employees

in 160 sites world-

wide, which include more than
14,500 employees across
three main sites in Malaysia.

Infineon Technologies (Pen-
ang) was formerly a site for
Cypress Semiconductor and it
became a family member of In-
fineon Technologies following a
merger and acquisition activity
in 2020.

Gark said Infineon Technolo-
gies is determined to shape
a future that addresses four
major concerns — demograph-
ic and social change, climate
change and scarce resources,
urbanization, and digjtal trans-
formation.

“The company’s mission, as
a whole, is to make life easier,
safer, and greener.

“Particularly, Infineon pro-
vides semiconductor solutions
that focus on main areas such
as energy efficiency, mobil-
ity, security, loT and Big Data.

Many of these are
among the mega-
trends of our cur-
rent lifestyle,” he
added.

Emphasising
the career de-
velopment of its
employees, Gark
said, Infineon of-
fers various pro-
gressive learning
platforms, initiatives, and op-
portunities such as corporate
training programs, functional
academy, Engine 2.0, SEAL
and StarTalent in the com-
pany.

“These talent programmes
are designed to accelerate the
employees' leadership develop-
ment and business capabilities,
pathing ways for our employees
to advance in their career lad-
der,” he said.

He also spoke about Infine-
on’s commitment towards sus-
tainability to become carbon
neutral by 2030.

“The company has estab-
lished its global manage-
ment system called IMPRES
to integrate targets and pro-
cesses which are related to
ecological sustainability. They
include energy management,
occupational  safety, and
health protection.



FAP building
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ITH names such as
Yeap Cheng Eng, Da-
tuk M. Kuppan and

the Abdullah brothers, Namat
and Shahaharuddin, Penang
has been a major force in the
local football scene.

In a move to unearth future
talents who can be mentioned in
the same breath as the above-
mentioned legends, the Football
Association of Penang (FAP) is
hoping to revive the Under-8,
Under-10, Under-12, and Un-
der-16 local domestic leagues
this year.

FAP president Mohd Azizu-
din Mohd Shariff said the as-
sociation has always been fo-
cused on developing football
in Penang.

“Our association plays a sig-
nificant role in developing and
discovering football talents at
the grassroots level.

“The local domestic leagues,
such as the Under-8, Under-10,
Under-12, Under-14, Under-16,
Under-19, as well as Division 1,
2 and 3, can stir the interest of

the young generation in football.
“We are seeing more youths
from various ethnic groups re-
turning to football.
“Football is a sport which
unites people, and we are very
happy to see the participation

r

talent for lon

Mohd Azizudin
(left) and
Katherisan

Mutiara.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow and Mohd AZ|zud|n (right) greetmg the players from Kampung
Rawa FC and Kelab Sukan Kampung Makam before the Piala Sumbangsih final match last year.

of youths from all backgrounds
coming together for the love of
football,” he told Buletin Muti-
ara recently.

Mohd Azizudin was with the
association’'s  vice-president-
cum-executive secretary Kath-
erisan Letchumanam.

Katherisan spoke about

the various activities and pro-
grammes which were held last
year.

“We had the local domes-
tic leagues, coaching clinics,
coaching courses, Olympic
Carnival football clinic, goal-
keeper clinic for youths, and
many more.

“It is our responsibility to
discover and develop talents;
and it has been challenging for
us to secure sponsorship.

“We hope to receive con-
tinuous support from the
Penang government and the
private sector,” he said.

Recently, FAP was awarded

g-term

speaking to Buletin

N'EW'S

the Penang Centennial Heri-
tage Excellence Award by the
state government.

It was among the 112
recipients recognised for
their outstanding contribu-
tions that have propelled the
state’s excellence in the past
century.

Mohd Azizudin said he was
proud and honoured to be
serving in the FAP which has
102 years of history.

“The  association has
groomed and developed foot-
ball legends and talents over
the many years,” he added.

He hoped that the associa-
tion could continue to grow
football talents in Penang
with the support from corpo-
rations and the state.

Interested contributors can
contact Katherisan at 016-
4886714 for more details.

PgCare’s ‘Project ASAP’ promotes mental wellness

PENANG Care (PgCare) Soci-
ety is now focusing more on
mental well-being to assist
families and individuals who
have been greatly affected by
the Covid-19 pandemic.

PgCare Society chairman
Dr Ngoo Seong Boon said the
society is a platform which
combines the strength of non-
governmental organisations,
industry associations, and
professionals, to work with
the state government to pro-
vide support and services to
the community in need.

Currently, the society has
30 association members.

“We have recently launched
‘Project ASAP’ to promote
mental wellness.

“Project ASAP focuses on
four key strategies, namely,
Awareness, Support, Analyse,
and Prevention.

“The objective of the proj-
ect is to create mental health
awareness, provide emotional
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Ngoo (front row, fifth from left), Chong (front row, sixth from right) and other Penang Care Society members with the Buletin Mutiara
team in Komtar.

support, analyse major areas
of concern, and educate the
public to prevent cases from
becoming critical,” he said.

Recently, PgCare Society
signed a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) with Plus
Vibes (M) Sdn Bhd (PlusVibes)
to collaborate in conducting
mental health initiatives in
Penang.

Ngoo said it is crucial for
the community to take mental
well-being seriously.

“We are seeing more sui-
cide or attempted suicide cas-
es happening which involve
teenagers, and many are re-
lated to mental well-being.

“We have spoken to the
school principals and teach-
ers, and we understand that
many students have chosen
not to go back to school post-
Covid-19. Some students are
finding it hard to catch up,
while others are struggling to
blend in with society.

“That is why we are aiming
at supporting mental wellness
for those in need, especially
the younger generation aged
14 to 25.

“Besides that, we are al-
so planning to organise the
‘Mental Health First Aid’, an
awareness and training pro-
gramme for corporate mem-
bers and school counsellors,”
Ngoo said.

PgCare Society deputy
chairman Chong Soon Kheng

said it plays a crucial role in
leveraging the available re-
sources to benefit the com-
munity.

PgCare Society visited Bu-
letin Mutiara at its office in
Komtar on Feb 2 in conjunc-
tion with the Chinese New
Year celebration.

In the delegation were
Ngoo, Chong, secretary Ce-
finny Teh, treasurer S.P. Keng,
and committee member Felix
Chuah Gim Chuan.
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