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A mouth-watering selection of
food at the PIFF 2023 finale.
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$ famed American chef
AJuIia Child once said:

“People who love to eat
are always the best people.”

And we Penangites are cer-
tainly one happy lot as proven
by our age-old love for great
food!

That was also the case as
seen by the huge crowds that
thronged the recent Penang In-
ternational Food Festival 2023
(PIFF 2023).

The event took thousands
of visitors on a month-long cu-
linary adventure.

It also allowed visitors to ex-
perience Penang through food
in various places on the main-
land and island.

The PIFF 2023 finale held on
June 24 and 25 at the SPICE
Rooftop Garden in Bayan
Lepas was graced by Governor
Tun Ahmad Fuzi Abdul Razak,
then Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow and then state Tourism
and Creative Economy Commit-
tee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin.

Also present were Chow's

Ahmad Fuzi doing the opening gimmick ceremony during the

PIFF 2023 finale while Teoh (left), Yeoh (second from left), Chow
(fourth from left) and Tan (fifth from left) look on.

wife Tan Lean Kee and Yeoh's
wife Teoh Lay Fung.

Yeoh said PIFF 2023 pro-
moted two interconnected con-
cepts that were in line with the
Penang2030 vision and the
Penang Tourism Master Plan.

“The two concepts are di-
versity and inclusion. To stay
competitive in the global travel
market, we must continue ap-
plying creativity and diversifying
our tourism products to lure
visitors to discover the hidden
gems in Penang.

“Hence, PIFF ensures its on-
going appeal by introducing the
unique food culture on the is-

land and mainland throughout
the month-long festival,” he
said in his speech.

Yeoh added that this year,
PIFF 2023 held its mini festi-
vals at multiple locations to in-
volve the local community and
encourage them to be part of
the international festival.

“At the same time, we
brought the crowd to lesser-
known places to generate im-
portant spillovers to the wider
economy.

“We took the bold step of
hosting the opening weekend
in Bertam, Kepala Batas, and
introduced the smoky flavours

uge success

ral edition in 2017, PIFF has
played an important role in pro-
moting the state as a destina-

| tion of choice for tourists who

want to experience Penang
through food.

“Festivals such as PIFF offer
a common space for families
to enjoy a hearty meal together
in the presence of other fellow
Penangites as well as local or
foreign tourists, which further
fosters a sense of community
well-being.

“Looking at the selection of

Thousand of visitors thronged the PIFF 2023 finale at the SPICE
Rooftop Garden in Bayan Lepas recently.

of Kampung Terus, Penanti,
homemade treats of Batu
Maung, seafood delights at
Batu Kawan, and even cooking
sessions at our creative spot
at Hin Bus Depot,” he said.
Chow said since its inaugu-

food on offer and the visitors
from all walks of life, | am very
happy to say that Penang is on
track to becoming a Family-Fo-
cused Green and Smart State
that Inspires the Nation,” Chow
said in his speech.
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TIE Local Government De-
velopment Ministry has
announced an allocation of
RM200 million to supply 1,000
units of the People’s Housing
Project (PPR) in Penang.

Local Government Develop-
ment Minister Nga Kor Ming
said it is the highest PPR alloca-
tion ever provided to Penang by
the federal government.

The RM200 million allo-
cation is part of a total of
RM211.4 million allocated for
41 projects announced by Nga
during his visit to Penang.

“This shows our ministry’s
commitment to the people of
Penang to enable them to own
a house.

“The state government also
has identified suitable land to
kick start the PPR projects,”
Nga said in his speech at the
Sentuhan Kasih Sayang pro-
gramme at City Hall.

Also present were then state
Local Government, Housing,
Town and Country Planning Com-
mittee chairman Jagdeep Singh
Deo, Jelutong MP RSN Rayer,
then Sungai Pinang assembly-
man Lim Siew Khim and Penang
Island City Council (MBPP) may-
or Datuk A. Rajendran.

Nga said one PPR project
would be built on Penang island
and another in Seberang Perai

RM200mil
for PPR
projects

Highest-ever
allocation from
federal govt

at RM100 million each.

“The state currently has 999
PPR units, and these additional
1,000 units are set to double
the number of PPR units for
needy families.

“Each PPR unit, designed to
condominium standards, will be
sold at RM45,000. A rent-to-own
scheme will be made available
for those unable to obtain loans
from banks,” Nga added.

Nga said Putrajaya has al
ways been committed to looking
into the plight of the needy.

He assured that no state in
the country would be sidelined
as the federal government was
committed to caring for the
people.

Jagdeep thanked Nga and his
ministry for the much-needed
assistance.

“As we know, out of the
114,652 PPR units announced
by the federal government in the
previous administration, only
999 units were supplied to four
PPR locations in Penang.

“It is unfair to us as the
supply of PPR units was cru-
cial, especially for the low-in-
come group.

“After all, this is the best
alternative before low-income
earners can afford to own
their home.

Nga (front row, centre), Jagdeep and those present giving the thumbs-up after conveying the good
news at City Hall.

“ am glad about the an-
nouncement today. That will give
Penang a total of about 2,000
PPR units. This shows that the
current federal government
cares for our state,” he said.

Jagdeep added that the state
government, through the Pen-
ang Housing Board (PHB), has
set a target of 220,000 afford-
able homes by 2030.

“I am proud to announce
that we currently have reached
68.8% of our target or 155,055
units already built, being built, or
being planned to be built.

“That is quite an achievement
for us, and that achievement |
was made to understand, is the
highest in the country.

“We remain committed to
achieving our target to have
220,000 affordable homes by
2030,” he said.

Before the launch of the Sen-
tuhan Kasih Programme at City
Hall, Nga and Jagdeep visited
the Kota Giam project site in Jel-
utong which has been identified
for the PPR project.

The other PPR project site
is in Kepala Batas, Seberang
Perai.

According to Jagdeep, the
Kota Giam PPR project will con-
sist of 575 units, including 279
studio units of 500sq ft and the
remaining 296 units with three
bedrooms spanning 700sq ft.

The Penang Housing Board
will oversee the project, which
is expected to be completed
in five years.

Empowering HR leaders to drive
digital age transformation

TO meet the evolving de-
mands of doing business,
organisations worldwide are
leveraging technology more
than ever.

The workplace has become
a digital one in many coun-
tries across the globe.

As such there is a need to
ensure digital transformation
plays an integral role in the
human resources space here
in Malaysia.

Given this, InvestPenang,
Global Talent Alliance (GTA),
Malaysia Digital Economy
Corporation (MDEC) and the
Human Resource Develop-
ment Corporation (HRD Corp)
recently co-organised the Dig-
ital HR Symposium Penang
2023: Empowering HR Lead-
ers in the Digital Age.

The theme was “Transfor-
mation Through Digital Opti-
misation of Human Capital
Space”.

The session brought togeth-
er 150 industry leaders from
different types of backgrounds
and companies in Penang and
the northern region.

Then Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow, in his opening re-
marks, said the symposium
would serve as a catalyst
for innovation and improve-
ments in the Silicon Valley of

the East.

“The convergence of tech-
nologies is predicted to lead
to the transformation of the
industry in the next decades.

“As we have all witnessed,
digitalisation has been accel-
erated globally, especially dur-
ing the Covid-19 pandemic. In
Malaysia, the digital economy
is also poised to hit its goal of
contributing 25.5% to the na-
tion’s gross domestic product
(GDP) by 2025.

“The advent of the digital
revolution presents organisa-
tions with tremendous oppor-
tunities to optimise their hu-
man resource practices, un-
lock the untapped potential,
and pave the way for unprece-
dented growth and success,”
Chow said in his speech be-
fore launching the Digital HR
Symposium Penang 2023
programme on June 26

Also present during the
event were then state En-
trepreneurial  Development,
Trade and Industry Committee
chairman Datuk Abdul Halim
Hussain, Chief Minister’s spe-
cial investment adviser Datuk
Seri Lee Kah Choon, Invest-
Penang chief executive officer
Datuk Loo Lee Lian and Lead-
eronomics Group founder Ro-
shan Thiran.
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Chow: Educatio
success

®Pix by Siti Nuratikah Rah-
mat

$ the saying goes - give a
man a fish and you feed
im for a day; teach a man

to fish and you feed him for a life-
time.

That in a nutshell gives a
clear picture of the importance
of education.

Keeping this in mind, then
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said education must be priori-
tised as it remains a key to suc-
cess and is of paramount im-
portance for a person to excel
in life.

“For instance, where would
we be now if we did not re-
ceive our education? Educa-
tion plays a crucial role as our
neighbouring Asean countries
are currently competing with us
in terms of development and
foreign investments," he said
during his speech at the open-

AR

ing ceremony of a closed-hall in
SMK Westlands on June 24.

“If we don’t strive to improve
our education level, our coun-
terparts in the region might be
ahead of us in the future.

“Hence, education is pivotal
to lift our country to greater
heights,” he said.

The hall was built to cater
to the school’s various pro-
grammes and Chow hoped it
would be fully utilised by the
school authorities.

“Any facilities that benefit
the students would be given
consideration. We are commit-
ted to students’ education,” he
added.

Chow also hoped that the
Education Ministry can look in-
to climate resilience of schools.

Deputy Education Minister
Lim Hui Ying, who was present,
said her ministry would look
into the request by the school
to instal air-conditioners.
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“We strive to provide a bet-
ter learning environment for the
students,” she said.

Lim also concurred with
Chow on the importance of ed-
ucation in achieving success.

Among those present were
state Education Department
representative  Mohamad Za-
wawi Ahmad, SMK Westlands
principal Nor Hanita Mohd
Hanapiah, and Parent-Teacher
Association chairman Ahmad
Ibramsa.

The new hall at SMK Westlands.

A PASSION for the place you
live in will drive anyone to show
its excellence.

Then Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow said this as he
praised SK Seri Permai for be-
ing shortlisted for the World’s
Best School Prize for the Innova-
tion category.

The school now carries the
hope of Penang as it eyes the
big prize in the competition.

It is learnt that the school
had been participating in this
programme in phases since
January this year.

Chow regarded the primary
school’'s achievement as a
boost for Penang’s drive to spur
innovation in education.

“This is also in line with the
Penang2030 vision for a Family-
Focused Green and Smart State
that Inspires the Nation.

“The Penang2030 vision en-
compasses many categories
that allow each one of us to
participate and contribute rel-
evantly.

“Teachers and students of
SK Seri Permai have shown us
how much they love Penang be-
cause, without a passion for the
place you live in, it is impossible
to embark on such a project.

“This is something that

Chow: SK Seri Permai a pride to Penang
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SK Seri Permai stands proud as a leading light of. Penang.

must be emulated by all the
schools in Penang,” Chow
said in his speech during a
celebration to honour the
school’s achievement at the
SK Seri Permai premises in
Bayan Baru on June 24.

The students invented the
Smart and Easy Desk (SnET)
2.0 by adding lockable compart-
ments to school desks, which
led to bag weights dropping
from 10kg to a mere 2.5kg.

This was to lighten the bur-

den of carrying heavy school
bags students have to Iug
around daily.

Chow reiterated that Penang
has never neglected the need to
prioritise education in the state.

“Until May last year, we have
seen a total of four digjtal librar-
ies already established in three
districts in the state.

“Another initiative = was
when we introduced special tu-
ition classes for children from
needy families.

NEdb L ks g

“During the Covid-19 pan-
demic, online classes were im-
plemented to ensure classes
went on although it was done
in a rather different approach,”
Chow said.

He added Penang would
continue to prioritise STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing, Mathematics) learning and
emphasise its importance for
a brighter and more successful
future for the students.

The five World’s Best School

Prizes, founded last year by T4
Education in collaboration with
Yayasan Hasanah, Accenture,
American Express, and the
Lemann Foundation, are the
world’s most prestigious educa-
tion prizes.

During the event, Chow and
Bayan Baru MP Sim Tze Tzin
jointly announced their con-
tribution of RM80,000 each,
totalling RM160,000 towards
improving the school’s facilities.

Another school, Sekolah
Kebangsaan Kanchong Darat,
Banting, Selangor, is in the Top
10 shortlist for the World’s Best
School Prize for the Supporting
Healthy Lives programme.

The two schools stand to win
part of the US$250,000 (about
RM1.16mil) prize, to be equally
shared among winners of the
five prizes, with each receiving
US$50,000.

Also present during the event
earlier were then state Entrepre-
neurial Development, Trade and
Industry Committee chairman
Datuk Abdul Halim Hussain,
and SK Seri Permai principal
Mohammad Sabarullah Shaik
Ismail.



Honours for |
‘Best’ youths, ¥

athletes

uStory and pix by Christopher
Tan

for Penang's outstand-

ing youths and athletes
when the state awarded them
through the Penang State
Sports Incentive  Scheme
(Skimas) and the special in-
centive scheme known as the
“Best! Anak Penang — Penang
Young Talent Excellence In-
centive Scheme”.

Seven Penang athletes who
contributed four gold medals
in the Cambodia 2023 SEA
Games were given cash incen-
tives by the state government
under Skimas.

Also recognised was 16-year-
old Malaysian para swimming
athlete Zy Lee Kher, who won
two gold medals, each in the
Men’s 200m freestyle S5 and
the Men’s 200m individual
medley SM5 during the Asean
Para Games last year, also in
Cambodia.

Zy took home RM12,000
while Moh Keen Hoo (Men’s
Snooker 6-Red Singles), and
Thor Chuan Leong (Men’'s
Snooker  Singles)  bagged

IT was a golden bonus

RM®6,000 each for winning the
gold medal in their respective
categories. Moh's and Thor’s
awards were received by Pen-
ang Billiard and Snooker Asso-
ciation (PBSA) president Datuk
Michael Tan.

Meanwhile, women hockey
players Nurmaizatul Hanim Sy-
afi Shiek Fuad and Siti Nur Ar-
fah Mohd Nor and men hockey
players Muhammad Hamizan
Azahar, Muhamad Faris Harizan
and Muhammad Danish Danial
Abdul Wahab received RM1,500
each for their outstanding per-
formance.

Then state Youth and Sports
Committee chairman Soon Lip
Chee said besides awarding Ski-
mas recipients, a total of 104
outstanding youths were also
given cash incentives under the
“Best! Anak Penang — Penang
Young Talent Excellence Incen-
tive Scheme”.

Soon said the state allocat-
ed RM31,500 for Skimas, and
RM36,583.34 for the “Best!
Anak Penang — Penang Young
Talent  Excellence Incentive
Scheme”.

“The Penang government
congratulates and honours our

Soon (second row, centre) together with Gooi (on Soon's right), Ng (on Soon's left), Gwee, Chai, and
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the guests taking a group photo after the incentive presentation ceremony in Komtar.

recipients who have striven so
hard to make our state and
country proud.

“We hope that our youths and
athletes will maintain their mo-
mentum and continue to do bet-
ter for our state and country,”
he said during the incentive pre-
sentation ceremony in Komtar
on June 25.

When met, Zy thanked the
Penang government for honour-
ing him on his success.

“I would like to thank the
state, my family, coaches,
teachers, and friends for their
support. All these achieve-
ments would not be possible
without them.

“They keep pushing me to do
better,” he said.

“I will be sitting for my SPM
this year. It is not easy to strike
a balance between my studies
and swimming career,” he said.

“l plan to go deeper into
sports after my studies. And |
do not want to limit my skills to
swimming alone.

“l have a passion for sports
and | will continue to pursue my
dreams,” he said.

Accompanying Zy were Pen-
ang Sports and Recreation

Association for the Disabled
(Pesron) deputy chairman
Dr Mohd Sharizal Abdul Aziz,
vice-chairman Prof Datuk Dr
G.P. Doraisamy, and secretary
Rashidah Mat Saad.

Also present were then Air

[tam assemblyman Joseph Ng,
then Pengkalan Kota assembly-
man Daniel Gooi, Penang State
Sports Council director Harry
Chai, and Penang Youth Devel-
opment Corporation general
manager Dr Gwee Sai Ling.
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RM370,000 boost for voluntary
fire brigade associations

THE Penang government has an-
nounced a special allocation of
RM370,000 to voluntary fire bri-
gade associations in the state.

Then Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow said currently there
are a total of 37 voluntary fire
brigade associations in all five
districts in Penang.

“So, each of the voluntary fire
brigade associations will receive
RM10,000 from the state gov-
ernment.

“We realise that most of the
members from voluntary fire
brigade associations have their
own occupation but still, your
commitment to your job or oc-
cupation did not keep you from
serving as volunteers and mem-
bers of the voluntary fire brigade.

“This is the true spirit of vol-
unteerism. You are the unsung
heroes who soldiered on without
seeking anything in return.

“And we hope with this small
contribution from us tonight, it
can help voluntary fire brigade
associations in the state to con-
tinue providing its excellent ser-
vices to the community, espe-
cially in terms of operations or
rescue missions,” Chow said in
his speech during a special ap-
preciation dinner for all voluntary
fire brigade associations in the
state on June 23.

Also present were Local Gov-
ernment Development Minister
Nga Kor Ming, then state So-
cial Development and Non-ls-
lamic Religious Affairs Commit-
tee chairman Chong Eng, then
state Welfare and Environment
Committee chairman Phee
Boon Poh, then state Tourism
and Creative Economy Commit-
tee chairman Yeoh Soon Hin,

then state Youth and Sports
Committee chairman Soon Lip
Chee and Penang Fire and Res-
cue Department director Saa-
don Mokhtar.

Chow also thanked the volun-
tary firemen for their sacrifices
and contributions to society.

He praised them for always
responding to fire cases, special
services, humanitarian aid, as-
sistance in cases involving am-
bulances and disaster relief to
prevent fire or property destruc-
tion due to fire.

What makes him even more
proud is that some of them also
do not only provide aid in Penang
but also in other states as well.

The previous missions in-
cluded flood incidents in Kelan-
tan, Selangor, Kedah, Johor and
other parts of Malaysia.

Some of them were also
involved in humanitarian aid
abroad such as the major flood
operations in Thailand and the
earthquake in Nepal.

Meanwhile, Nga said the cur-
rent federal government cares
about the welfare of voluntary
firemen.

“This is proven when the Lo-
cal Government Development
Ministry increased the allow-
ance of voluntary fire brigade
associations from RM1,500 to
RM3,000 this year.

“This year also, my min-
istry has allocated a total of
RM900,000 to provide impor-
tant equipment such as firefight-
ing helmets, gloves and others
to all voluntary fire brigade as-
sociations in the country. This is
important so that they can oper-
ate effectively when carrying out
any operation," Nga said.
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ITH families from near
and far attending, Hari
Buletini’2.0' achieved

its aim ofi strengthening the re-
lationship between the people
and the Penang government.

Organised by the Penang
Information Division under the
Chief Minister's Office, the
event also helped in realising
the Penang2030 vision, to-
wards a Family-Focused Green
and Smart State that Inspires
the Nation, as proclaimed five
years ago.

Hari Buletin 2.0 was held in
Balik Pulau on June 25.

Then Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow congratulated the
Penang Information Division
team for successfully organis-
ing the second edition of Hari
Buletin. The first was held on
March 18 at Taman Tangling,
Bukit Tambun in Batu Kawan.

“In addition to embracing
the local community, Buletin
Mutiara, the official media of
the Penang government, aims
to give back to its readers and
loyal social media followers
through activities specially de-
signed for the whole family.

“We hope that with the con-
tinuous support from all, Hari
Buletin will traverse the entire
Penang as a platform for family
interaction.

“Buletin Mutiara plays a role
in delivering information on cur-
rent issues and government
policies. Keeping up with the
times, Buletin Mutiara is now
available not only in print but
also online, allowing for broader
access,” Chow said, reflecting
on the history of Buletin Muti-
ara since its initial publication
in 2010.

Chow said people often en-
counter sensationalised news
without verified authenticity in
this era of rapid circulation and
technological advancements.

“There were also some who
became fanatical about social
media platforms that dissemi-
nate such content. Besides
causing  misunderstandings,
such content sometimes indi-
rectly touch on sensitive eth-
nic issues, leading to
_discord and division
in a state or even a
country.
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and scrutinise what we read,”
Chow said in his closing speech
at the Balik Pulau Sports Com-
plex.

He co

Chow (second from left) closing the Hari Buletin 2.0. With him are
mmended Buletin Mu- (from left) Mohd Hafiz, Azrul Mahathir, and Muhamad Azrai.

“Hari Buletin is an indirect
manifestation of the people’s
acceptance towards this publi-
cation,” Chow said.

Many exciting events such
as singing, colouring, and draw-
ing competitions; best costume
design contests, mural/graffiti
painting contests, and family
sports activities were held.

Various government agen-
cies also set up attractive ex-
hibition booths and displayed
informative materials which
benefitted the visitors.

Also present were then Bay-
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Visitors taking some time to shop during the Hari
Buletin 2.0.

i - T

Children having fun at the Hari éuletin 2.0in
Balik Pulau.

tiara for its ethical |
stance to report
only true news
without  touching |
on the sensitivi- |
ties of any party.
“As aresult, this
publication continues to
be the preferred newspaper &S
published and broadcast by T
the Penang government.

There may just be a budding
fashion designer among
these young contestants
taking part in the
best costume
design contest.

Participants taking part in
the mural/graffiti painting
contests.

an Lepas assemblyman Azrul
Mahathir Aziz, Penang South-
west district officer Mohd Hafiz
Aswad Nadzri, Chow’s senior
confidential secretary Muha
mad Azrai Mohamad Zaini, and
communications director Yap
Lee Ying.
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No Tel/ No Faks No Tel/ No Faks

| NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG

Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks NAMA ADUN

N.26 PADANG KOTA N.38 BAYAN LEPAS N.05 SUNGAI DUA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow T) 04 - 226 0218 YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz ) {Tg 04 - 649 3976 YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor (T)
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my H 04-2260218 ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com F) 04 - 649 3976 T S T ST)
N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL YB Nor Hafizah Othman P)
) - . N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Dato’ Ir. Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul T) 04 - 575 6526 i p
U Plosr H Sy YB Haji Mohd. Tuah Ismail (T) 04 - 866 0214 NOIPENAGA
N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy T) 04 - 383 9131 N.02 BERTAM (T)
ramasamy@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 383 2131
N.O07 SUNGAI PUYU N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Phee Boon Poh (T) 04 -262 0860
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my; 012 - 480 5495
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com (F) 04-2618745 N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH M
N.12 PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin }T; 04 - 538 2871
norlela.arifin@gmail.com F) 04 - 538 4871 N.40 TELUK BAHANG
'Y‘lélgI:ADAI'E\IG HALANG T) 04 - 530 3028 i
ong En -
chong.egg@ggenong.gov.mz }F; 04 - 530 3028 PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN No Tel/ No Faks
N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT i N.0T PENAGA
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo 94226 2004 PENANG CARE SOCIETY (2401 0123 Aida Yusof Rawa (1) 019 - 338 2668
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 227 2464 04- 6427777 aidarawa54@yahoo.com
N.37 BATU MAUNG DAP PENANG HQ T) 04 - 228 8482
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain T) 04 - 626 1442 i - N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
; f [e]e] g pi ysia.org _
pusoikhidmaing7 @gmail com ng 04 - 626 1442 dappenang@dapmalaysia.or EF; 04-2288514 Hising . IeWaie AIBCL RTne: (T) 019 - 415 3850
j gmail.
N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee (T) 04 -331 0163 PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-397 0115 N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Muhammad Fitri Termizi (T)011-31127702
N.22 TANJONG BUNGA 5 W
YB Zairil Khir Johari (T) 04-818 3866 fitritermizi€amanah.org.m

tanjongbunga@bukitbendera.org

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

m 04 - 827 8868
F

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

m 04 -502 5818

04 - 506 2138
N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye }T% 04-594 1163
jawi@dappg.org F) 04 - 594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah
ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

(M

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng
limguaneng@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee

kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit
pulautikuskadun@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 228 5298
016 - 691 2548
016 - 415 2548

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen
pengkalankota@dappg.org

fT 04 -250 1522
F) 04 - 250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid

32seridelima@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airitam@dappg.org

(T) 04-829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam

kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail

T) 04 - 293 7545
F) 04 - 293 7546

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

€ renanglawancovid19

048278868 POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999 JPJ 04-656 4131
NZLXOMIAS oz | SRk e JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04 296 5161
' DIREKTORI TELEFON 103 ABATA A -
komtar@dappg.org F) 04 - 227 7068
e OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
'Y‘s% Lg#c?fg ngrl]i (;I'lAWAR (T) 04-351 1732 HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637 PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166
mustafakamal.mkba@gmail.com ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM 04-228 9012 TOURISM MALAYSIA 04-261 0058
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893 ';EERRF(TSE 'OBRLg'ETTgE\A“/‘S)ERA oS8 5089
N.09 BAGAN DALAM -
YB Satees A/L Muniandy (T) 04 - 305 4962 SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN NEGERI 04-262 1957 ( BUTTERWORTH) 04-310 2377
n.bagandalam@gmail.com PBA (PUSAT PANGGILAN 24 JAM)  04-255 8255 JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419
N.11 PERMATANG PASIR - STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-261 0290
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil (T) 04 - 521 1106 KASTAM 04-262 2300
faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419 PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN  04-829 4046
%13 BER?PIT ) 1017813 3509 WCC (Women'’s Centre for Change) 04-228 0342 KANAK-KANAK
St R A e H 04 - 540 0006 Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340 E):’Al\_'POME CARELINE 83-&233; 8;} }
N.14 MACHANG BUBOK EPF 04-226 1000 B
YB Lee Khai Loon ) 013 - 399 0519 SOCSO 04-238 9888 BEFRIENDERS PENANG 04-281 5161
kllee78@gmail.com H 04 - 551 1442 S 84%2; 2:,108
PERPUSTAKAAN PP 4- 555
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uStory by Christopher Tan and
K.H. Ong
mPix by Siew Chia En

ENANG is a “pearl of
Pgreat price”.

There are many tourism
assets and layers of complex-
ity, says academician Dr Mark
Hampton.

Hampton, a Reader (Associ-
ate Professor) in Tourism Man-
agement at the University of
Kent, England, said Penang is
unique as it has a major sec-
ond sector — the manufacturing
industry — besides just tourism.

“The state has all the indus-
trial sectors just down the road
from here where people from
the tourism sector who lost their
jobs, especially when the tour-
ism industry collapsed, could
still get some work.

“That is really unusual from
all the other destinations | have
looked at, which are recovering
post-Covid-19. The people have
some opportunities to earn
some money for their families
during tough times,” he com-
mented about Penang during
his public lecture titled “Penang
Tourism Through the Years: Map-
ping Socio-Economic Change”
at the Penang State Heritage
Commission Office on June 23.

The public talk attracted
some 30 participants.

On June 20, Hampton also

Hampton (centre, in white shirt) in a group photo with the partlclpants

Unlocking Penang’s

unique tourism assets

had a community workshop
to discuss how tourism had
evolved in Penang over the
years.

He highlighted the need for
the state to attract different seg-
ments of tourists.

“You need the top-end tour-
ists, the backpackers, the
eco-tourists, those travelling
with families and others. You
should not put all your eggs in
one basket.

“Many countries see ‘quality’
or topend tourists as targets
and not just Malaysia. Indonesia
is trying to get quality tourists,
Thailand and Vietham want qual-
ity tourists.

“We must be very careful.

These ‘quality’ tourists have ma-
ny demands. They want top fit-
tings in their luxury hotel rooms,
they want everything to be tip-
top and sometimes these items
have to be imported. This would
mean money leaking out of the
country. And there is a limited
number of the super-rich.

“It is important to look at tour-
ist spending and what they spent
on; and to reduce economic leak-
ages out of the state and coun-
try. Having a large tourist num-
ber can be a problem because it
leads to overcrowding, pollution,
parking problems, and traffic
congestion, among others.

“The key questions are where
the tourists go, where they

spend, and would the money
stay in Penang.

“It is best if tourists to Penang
stay longer, spend more, and the
money stays in Penang. It is less
helpful if the money does not
stay in Penang,” he said.

Hampton also expressed his
concerns about the increas-
ing cruise tourism in Penang,
which in his view, has a poor
return on investment (ROI) for
destinations.

He recommended tourism-
led inclusive growth as a guiding
strategy which could benefit the
local community and grow the
state’s tourism sustainably.

Hampton is internationally
recognised for his research on

tourism’s  socio-economic im-
pacts in developing countries,
particularly small-scale and
coastal/island tourism. He has
given over 130 conference pa-
pers, often as keynote speaker;
published over 60 journals/
book chapters and written or ed-
ited four books.

Hampton said he first came
to Penang in November 1989.

“l came as a backpacker and
stayed in a small Chinese hotel
in Chulia Street for about RM4
to RM5 per night. That was my
first memory of Penang.

“l have a very good impres-
sion of Penang. | find Penang an
interesting state with its culture
and energy. | love the food."

CELEBRATING its 100th anni-
versary this year, the Penang
Hill funicular railway service
must drive the Penang Hill Cor-
poration (PHC) team to achieve
more extraordinary things, said
then Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow.

Chow said the focus now
should be on making the hill not
only popular throughout Malay-
sia but a preferred eco-tourism
destination worldwide!

“To make this happen, the
team at PHC must give their
100% commitment, continue
with their tireless efforts, and
most importantly, move for-

Making Penang Hill

ward with a vision of making
Penang Hill greater than it was
yesterday.

“We have seen how badly
the tourism industry was hit
due to the unprecedented Co-
vid-19 pandemic, dampening
and crippling most if not all the
activities surrounding this sec-
tor, domestically and globally.

“What we also witnessed
was how amazingly this indus-
try, as well as others, bounced
back to normalcy during the
post Covid-19 era.

“One good example was

Pavai apa Pakelk
tak dapat lagi sembangan tunai
i-Sajubtera mi? Dah dua tabun
dah tak dapat

Lah ya ka,
Pakcik barw taw. Ha, Pakclk ada
mimbad akaun bank, Mecam

pembayaran tunai
ke EFT tu?

1w masih sk,

a world-class eco-tourism site

Chow (seated thlrd from rlght) posing for a photo with the PHC staff during the dinner.

when Penang Hill recorded a
total of 1,486,269 visitors in
2022 alone.

“That was a 326% increase
after only 455,292 visitors
thronged the hill in 2021.

PROGRAM i-SEJAHTERA

Permbayaran secara tunal terpaksa ditangguhkan bagi
mengurangkan risiko penularan wabak COVID-19

JON TIRARRE EFTY..
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FSEJAHTERA DAN MUAT NAIK PENYATA AMALN BANK
BAGI MEMBOLEHKAN BAYARAN DIBUAT TERUS KE

http://isejahtera.penang gov.my

Mudsh kan?

“This is a significant and
meaningful achievement for
PHC, and it should be the driv-
ing tool to achieve even great-
er amazing results in the fu-
ture,” Chow said in his speech
during the PHC annual dinner
on June 23.

Several initiatives taken by
the Penang government and
the PHC, such as the Penang
Hill Festival, Penang Hill Heri-
tage Forest Challenge and the
Trash Free Hill, were instrumen-
tal in garnering a good number
of visitors to the hill.

“Another latest attraction
that was announced last year is
the Penang Hill Gallery @ Edge-
cliff. It has all the exciting and
informative values that can at-

tract more visitors to the hill.

“The Penang Hill Gallery @
Edgecliff is not just a gallery
but an education centre sur-
rounded by rich flora and fau-
na,” Chow added.

Later in his speech, Chow
also thanked all the board of
directors from PHC, its staff
and all relevant bodies for col-
lectively playing a vital role in
ensuring Penang Hill remains
one of the most preferred tour-
ism destinations for local and
international visitors.

Also, during the dinner, PHC
staff that had served for more
than 10 years were rewarded
with certificates to acknowl-
edge their contribution and ef-
forts.



=Story by Riadz Akmal
=Pix by Noor Siti Nabilah
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HE Penang government
Thas allocated RM6.8 mil-

lion for the repair of two
slopes located near Grandview
Heights and Bukit Saujana
apartments in Lorong Bukit Ku-
kus, Paya Terubong.

Then Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee chairman
Yeoh Soon Hin, who was also
then Paya Terubong assembly-
man, said such action is impor-
tant to ensure the stability of
the existing slopes and also to
safeguard the safety of the resi-
dents there.

“The repair works for the two
slopes started on May 15 and
they are expected to be com-
pleted on Nov 14, 2024.

“Among the works that will
be carried out are soil nailing
and guniting, rock bolting, in-
stallation of flexible barrier,
drainage and road resurfac-
ing works.

“Since the repair works are
near residential areas and ex-
posed to the public, the Engji-
neering Department of Penang
Island City Council (MBPP)
implemented a Traffic Manage-
ment Plan (TMP) at the site be-
fore starting work to avoid any
disturbance to residents.

“Besides that, the level

“Yeoh (right)-
briefed by an/ ™
engineeriregarding
the repair,wo
the slopes.

of security at the site will be
monitored from time to time to
prevent any unnecessary inci-

Chow with Soon (fourth from right), Ong (second from left) and other guests with the artist
impression of the badminton academy.

New badminton academy to produce world-class shuttlers

SINCE the prestigious All-
England Badminton Cham-
pionships began in 1899,
Malaysia has produced six
men’s singles winners.

Remarkably, three - Datuk
Eddy Choong, Datuk Tan Aik
Huang and Datuk Lee Chong
Wei - are from Penang.

To continue this illustrious
history, a new badminton
academy will be established
at Karpal Singh Drive in Pen-
ang by 2029.

Then Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow, who announced
the initiative, emphasised
the state government’'s com-
mitment to providing more

recreational areas for sports
activities.

“We are committed to re-
alising this academy, which
will start construction by the
first quarter of 2024.

“This academy will be built
on land belonging to the
Chief Minister Incorporated
(CMI). The work will be un-
dertaken by PGBC Sdn Bhd.

“We hope this academy
will help to retain the talents
in the state,” he said at a
press conference in Komtar
on June 22.

Chow hoped more bad-
minton players could be pro-
duced in the future to carry

on Penang’s proud history in
the sport on the world stage.

Former national player Ong
Ewe Hock, who is the PGBC
Sdn Bhd founder and chair-
man, revealed plans to rent
out the badminton courts.

“We hope to continue Pen-
ang’s dominance in badmin-
ton by producing more shut-
tlers through this academy,”
he said.

Among those present were
then state Youth and Sports
Committee chairman Soon
Lip Chee, then Sungai Pinang
assemblyman Lim Siew Khim
and CMI deputy general man-
ager Datin S. Bharathi.
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dents from happening,” Yeoh
told a press conference during
a site visit on June 24.

Yeoh also advised the resi-
dents there not to park their
cars near the site where the
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slope repair works are being
conducted.

“This is important to ensure
the repair works are carried out
smoothly without endangering
public property,” he said.

Water refill stations initiative
to expand in Penang

THE Penang Green Council
(PGC) plans to establish water
refill stations across the state
to reduce plastic waste from
the purchase of disposable
bottled drinks.

PGC general manager Jose-
phine Tan said the first station
has been installed at an open
space in front of the transit
centre for the homeless in Ja-
lan C.Y. Choy.

“Our aim is to reduce the sin-
gle use of plastic bottle waste
while providing free drinking wa-
ter to the people.

“The availability of free water
refill stations will encourage the
public to carry their own water
bottles when going out.

“They can refill their bottles
at these stations when they are
thirsty, which helps to increase
environmental awareness
among the people,” she said in
an interview on June 21.

Tan said filtered water sta-
tions were already popular in
many countries.

“Such an initiative has been
successful in reducing plastic
bottle waste.

“In Australia, Japan, and
other countries, water refill sta-
tions are common. We have
taken inspiration from their

successful models and hope
to implement this environmen-
tal concept in Penang,” she
added.

Tan said they plan to intro-
duce the concept of free water
refill stations to enhance the en-
vironmental efforts in Penang.

“We are now drafting a pro-
posal to be submitted to the
Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) and Seberang Perai
City Council (MBSP).

“Once approved, they will
proceed with a pilot project for
the water refill stations.

“All these stations need a
designated  person-in-charge
to handle the regular mainte-
nance, with an estimated an-
nual cost of RM4,000 per sta-
tion,” she said.

On the places where these
stations will be set up, Tan
pointed out that tourist attrac-
tions, recreational parks, and
hiking trails were considered
for the pilot project.

“Tourists will reduce the
purchase of bottled drinks,
and this helps to promote the
state’s commitment towards
environmental sustainability,”
she said, adding that the pri-
vate sector would be roped into
this initiative.
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HE Penang Youth Develop-
Tment Corporation (PYDC)
has announced an official
collaboration with the Malaysia-
Henan Chamber of Commerce
to support and facilitate the de-
velopment of start-ups in Malay-
sia and China’s Henan province.
PYDC general manager Dr
Gwee Sai Ling said the collabo-
ration is intended to help young
startups in promoting their
products in international mar-
kets.

“The young startups are
participants from the Youth En-
trepreneurship Challenge (YEC),
an annual flagship programme
by PYDC since 2020 to cultivate
the spirit of entrepreneurship
within the youth in Penang.

“Through this partnership,
the Malaysia-Henan Chamber
of Commerce will provide the
young start-ups with opportuni-
ties to showcase their products
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Soon (centre) in a group photo together with Chong (fourth from left), Gwee (sixth from left) and youth entrepreneurs

after the press conference.

PYDC, Henan support
young entrepreneurs

in Henan, China, through exhibi-
tions or programmes.

“This, in turn, will give them
more exposure in terms of
how to market their products

locally and globally and also to
help them in other areas, such
as networking and promotional
activities.

“This will also boost PYDC'’s

Hundreds of yoga enthusiasts showing their moves at the Penang International Yoga Day celebration.

Hundreds mark International Yoga Day

HUNDREDS of yoga enthusi-
asts from diverse backgrounds
and races participated in the
Penang International Yoga Day
celebration at Taman Banda-
raya (formerly called Youth Park)
recently.

Organised by the Malaysia
Hindhudharma Maamandram
Penang branch, this annual
event has been taking place
since 2018.

The event, which was offici-
ated by then state Youth and
Sports Committee chairman
Soon Lip Chee, also featured a
two-hour yoga session.

It was led by experienced
yoga instructors, starting at
6.30am.

Malaysia Hindhudharma
Maamandram Penang branch

chairman Thanabalan Nanda
Kumar was happy to see an
increased participation com-
pared to last year.

“Last year, we managed to
record an attendance of 250
participants but this year we
have some 400.

“I would like to thank them
for their continued support of
yoga.

“Our association will con-
tinue to organise events like
this to promote the physical,
mental and spiritual well-be-
ing of the people.

“After all, yoga practices are
also beneficial for our health
and have proven to be effective
in combating a stressful life-
style,” Thanabalan said in his
speech on June 24.

Soon also commended the
Malaysia Hindhudharma Maa-
mandram Penang branch for
conducting such an event to
promote yoga in the state.

“I hope more associations
will come forward to organise
more yoga programmes in Pen-
ang as yoga is suitable for ev-
eryone regardless of age.

“Such an event is also in line
with the Penang2030 vision
which promotes active living and
aims to build stronger commu-
nities by creating opportunities
for people from all walks of life
to come together and engage in
physical activity.

“This can lead to increased
social connections, improved
mental health, and overall well-
being,” he said.

efforts to accelerate our young
entrepreneurs under the PYDC
platform,” Gwee told a press
conference at the PYDC office in
Jelutong on June 19.

Also present were then state
Youth and Sports Committee
chairman Soon Lip Chee and
Malaysia-Henan Chamber of
Commerce chairman Derek
Chong.

According to Gwee, PYDC
is always committed to provid-

ing the best platform for young
entrepreneurs in Penang to be-
come successful entrepreneurs.

Soon said such a collabora-
tion would enable young start-
ups to showcase their products
at exhibitions.

“These start-ups will experi-
ence accelerated growth in their
entrepreneurial endeavours
after achieving success in the
Youth Entrepreneurship Chal-
lenge (YEC),” he said.

New hall for Perai folk

THE oldest public hall in Pe-
rai will be demolished soon to
make way for a new one, ac-
cording to then Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow.

He said the dilapidated Ta-
man Senangin Village Commu-
nity Management Council (MP-
KK) hall, which has been in op-
eration for more than 30 years,
is in need of replacement.

“The state government is fully
funding the project, which is es-
timated to cost RM2 million.

“The implementing agencies
for the project are the District
and Land Office (central Se-
berang Perai) and the state Pub-
lic Works Department (JKR).

“Preliminary work on the proj-
ect has already started and is
expected to be completed within
two years.

“In line with the Penang2030
vision, the state government is
committed to fully utilising MP-
KK halls as a place to conduct
various community activities for
the people,” Chow said in his
speech before the ground-break-
ing ceremony on June 20.

Also present were then Depu-

ty Chief Minister Il Prof Dr P. Ra-
masamy, who was also the then
Perai assemblyman, Seberang
Perai City Council (MBSP) mayor
Datuk Azhar Arshad and then
MBSP councillor David Marshel.

Chow added that once the
new MPKK hall is completed,
it will be managed by the Perai
MPKK.

“This project also shows
that the state government is
consistent in providing com-
fortable, safe and compre-
hensive public infra structure
facilities in Penang.

“We will always monitor
from time to time to ensure
that these halls are in good
condition and are ready to be
used for various social ac-
tivities with the participation
and involvement of the local
community,” said Chow.

In addition to the MPKK
hall project, Chow also an-
nounced that various infra-
structure projects have been
completed and assured that
ongoing projects would be
completed within the desig-
nated timelines.
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