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Public servants celebrating the state-level
Merdeka Month launch and the raising of
the Jalur Gemilang at the Esplanade.
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ET'S set aside our differences
I and come together in the pursuit
f the nation’s progress, welfare,

and well-being.

In this respect, caretaker Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow said it is the
state’s sincere hope that the Merdeka
Month celebration would serve as a
catalyst to restore the people’s confi-
dence and faith in Malaysia after fac-
ing several years of challenges, be it
in politics or the economy.

This year also holds a special sig-
nificance as it marks the first time
Malaysians celebrated the Merdeka
Month launch and the raising of the
Jalur Gemilang under the banner of
the unity government and Malaysia
Madani.

“Over the past few years, our coun-
try has experienced its fair share of
instability, testing the resilience of the
people and the nation as a whole.

“We look forward to a brighter fu-
ture, united as one, as we enter the
phase of recovery,” he told a media
conference after launching the state-
level Merdeka Month launch and the
raising of the Jalur Gemilang at the
Esplanade on July 21.

Earlier in his speech, Chow ex-
pressed his appreciation to the state
and federal departments and agencies

Chow and other dignitaries flagging off a,
40-vehicle convoy in front of the City Haﬂl!. .
A al

for making the celebration a success.
“This celebration holds great impor-
tance in conveying a clear message to
ignite patriotism among the rakyat.
“We believe that unity in diversity,
which is the aspiration of the chosen

chowkonyeow

theme, will drive our determination
and commitment to develop our state
and country with love.

“Take pride in our Jalur Gemilang
wherever we may be, embrace the
Madani spirit, and love our state and
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country,” Chow said.

He added that the Jalur Gemilang
is a national pride, capable of igniting
the patriotic spirit and nationalism in
the hearts of every Malaysian.

Themed "Malaysia Madani: Tekad
Perpaduan Penuhi Harapan", the
state-level celebration saw 21 state
departments, 19 federal depart-
ments, 11 state agencies, and 10
federal agencies involved in the Jalur
Gemilang presentation ceremony,
symbolising the start of the Merdeka
Month campaign.

Chow and several key dignitaries
also flagged off a 40-vehicle convoy in
front of the City Hall after the momen-
tous celebration.

<( Penang Island City Council mayor
Datuk A. Rajendran (centre) and his
team waving the Jalur Gemilang in front
of the City Hall.
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O paraphrase Captain
TJames T. Kirk in the

“Star Trek” movies:
Space the final frontier.

We can now proudly say that
Penang has reached that fron-
tier when AngkasaX, the home-
grown space tech company,
launched its maiden satellite, A-
SEANSAT-PG1 (PG1), into space
on June 27.

The historic launching cer-
emony was streamed live from
Vostochny Cosmodrome, Rus-
sia across four locations in Ma-
laysia, namely Universiti Sains
Malaysia (USM) in Penang, Sar-
awak Digjtal Economy Corpora-
tion Berhad (SDEC) in Kuching,
Sarawak, Malaysian Space
Agency (MYSA) headquarters
and GreenPro Capital office in
Kuala Lumpur.

Caretaker Chief  Minister
Chow Kon Yeow, who was pres-
ent at USM on June 27 to wit-
ness the proud moment, said
the launching of A-SEANSAT-

satellite blas

PGl (PG1l) was extremely sig-
nificant to the state.

“As we stand on the verge
of witnessing the launch of the
Penangl satellite tonight, let us
remember that this is just the
beginning of an extraordinary
journey.

“It symbolises our unwaver-
ing commitment to continuous
growth and exploration in the
realm of space technology.

“Together, let us embrace
the limitless possibilities that
lie ahead and work hand in
hand to realise the vision of
Penang2030, making Penang
‘A Family-Focused Green and
Smart State that Inspires the
Nation'.

“Let us continue to strive
for excellence, innovation,
and progress as we propel
Penang into a future where
the sky is no longer the limit,”
Chow said during the launch-
ing ceremony.

Chow shared that the
launching of PG1 would be
instrumental in achieving the
Penang2030 vision.

Since taking office as Chief
Minister in 2018, Chow said the
Penang2030 vision has been
his personal invitation to all Pen-
angites to collaborate with the
government and one another
to elevate the state to greater
heights.

He expressed his joy in see-
ing that AngkasaX has an-
swered the call (Penang2030)
as the launch of the satellite
would contribute significantly to
achieving these objectives.

“As the first satellite launched
by AngkasaX, it is aptly named
after the state of Penang, show-

casing our ability to lead the way
in developing the space tech
ecosystem.

“Leveraging on its technologi-
cal know-how, AngkasaX's of-
fering of Satellite-as-a-Service
(SaaS) to create the first con-
stellation of Low-Earth-Orbit
(LEO) satellites along the equa-
tor, is designed in Malaysia by
Malaysians, and based in Pen-
ang,” he added.

Chow also lauded the col-
laborative efforts between AN-
GKASA-X, USM, the Malaysian
Industry-Government  Group
for High Technology (MIGHT),

state and federal government
agencies, academia, and in-
dustry partners in realising
the project.

Also present were caretaker
state Transport and Infrastruc-
ture Committee chairman Zair-
il Khir Johari, caretaker state
Entrepreneurial Development,
Trade and Industry Committee
chairman Datuk Abdul Halim
Hussain, USM vice-chancellor
Prof Dr Datuk Dr Abdul Rah-
man Mohamed, Angkasa-X
mission and systems engj-
neering director Zulkifli Abdul
Aziz and other guests.

First geospatial data centre coming up

THE caretaker Penang govern-
ment is committed to realising
the digitalisation and smart
city initiatives in the state.

In line with this vision,
caretaker state Local Gov-
ernment, Housing, Town and
Country Planning Committee
chairman Jagdeep Singh Deo
announced that the country’s
first geospatial data centre
would be set up in the state.

“The 3D lab will be set up
at Level 11 in Komtar. It will
be the first-of-its-kind centre

managed by the Penang Is-
land City Council (MBPP).

“Its purpose is to drive the
development of the ‘Smart
Digital Twin’ (SDT) initiative
and facilitate the gathering of
scientific data.

“We are moving towards a
smart city direction and we
will expand it to Seberang Per-
ai as well,” he said at a press
conference at I0C centre in
Komtar on July 5.

Jagdeep said the centre
would assist the state in its

data collection effort.

“Our cashless system has
also experienced overwhelm-
ing success.

“All these add to our ef-
forts in promoting Penang
to become a smart city,” he
said.

Jagdeep added the theme
for the digital transformation
is “We are Virtual Family”.

Also present was caretaker
state Transport and Infra-
structure Committee chair-
man Zairil Khir Johari.

Jagdeep speaking to reporters during the press conference in
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Komtar in the presence of Zairil (second from left) and other

MBPP staff.
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stilled at the Penang City

Park and Penang Botanic
Gardens on the island, Se-
berang Perai has a new park
called WoodHaven and it is
now officially open to the
public!

Located at Jalan Betek
in Bukit Mertajam, the park
was completed under the
guidance of the Penang Sta-
dium Corporation and Open
Spaces (SCOS).

Caretaker Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow said this
project was part of the 68
electoral commitments un-
der the 14th General Elec-
tion (2018) manifesto.

“I am happy to witness the
completion of this park, and
as | have said before, this new
addition will be a huge boost
to improve Seberang Perai’s
image by attracting more local

INSPIRED by concepts in-

second night pa p

and international visitors.

“With the LovePENANG spir-
it, we have added an important
element at this park, which is
the ‘Family Lawn’, making it
the first recreational park in the
state with this new feature.

“This is part of our drive at
the state government to ensure
such open spaces are given
extra life, instilling important
elements to attract and cre-
ate a platform for families and
friends to bond in green sur-
roundings.

“l also understand that this
will be regarded as the second
night park to ever be built in the
state after the first one at Ta-
man Areca on the island.

“Thank you Penang Stadium
Corporation and Open Spac-
es and other relevant bodies
for all your efforts and time
in materialising this initiative
here today,” Chow said in his
speech at the official launching
ceremony of the park in Bukit
Mertajam on June 26.

The event was graced by

Governor Tun Ahmad Fuzi Abdul
Razak.

It is learnt that WoodHaven
Park, which is located on a
6.5-acre land, was completed at
a total cost of RM2.47 million.

Promoting herltage V|a Dlscovery Walk

SOME 2,000 participants took
part in the 5km George Town
Discovery Walk to celebrate the
15th anniversary of the George
Town Unesco World Heritage
listing.

Caretaker Chief  Minister
Chow Kon Yeow, who flagged
off the event at about 7am on
Beach Street, said it was a mo-
mentous occasion for the state
to usher in the 15th edition of
the heritage listing.

“We witness a vibrant tapes-
try woven with history, culture,
and diversity.

“The architectural marvels,
historical landmarks, and the
harmonious blending of tradi-
tions and contemporary expres-
sions speak volumes about the
indomitable spirit.

“The George Town Discov-
ery Walk, which is a pre-festi-
val event of the George Town
Festival 2023, invites us to
immerse ourselves in the rich
narrative of our collective lega-
cy,” he said in his speech be-
fore the event on July 7.

Chow said the festival has
become a platform for both lo-
cal and international artists to

Participants clad in pmk ready to enjoy the waIk with their families
and friends.

showcase their talents.

“l understand that the partici-
pants today come from a total of
18 foreign countries,” he said.

Chow added that the preser-
vation of heritage was a continu-
ous effort.

“It requires the commitment
of all stakeholders to ensure
that George Town is preserved.

“It is essential for us to con-
tinue fostering a sense of be-
longing and pride in our commu-
nity,” he said.

Chow and his entourage
took time off their busy sched-
ule to join the participants on
the 5km walk.

The participants, dressed

in pink, grabbed the chance to
have a wefie with Chow during
the walk.

Also present were Deputy
Education Minister Lim Hui
Ying, who is also Tanjung MP,
former Air Itam assemblyman
Joseph Ng, former Komtar as-
semblyman Teh Lai Heng, for-
mer Pengkalan Kota assem-
blyman Daniel Gooi, Penang
Island City Council (MBPP)
mayor Datuk A. Rajendran,
Chief Minister Incorporated
(CMI) general manager Datin
S. Bharathi, and George Town
World Heritage Incorporated
(GTWHI) general manager Dr
Ang Ming Chee.

Fu2| (rlght), Chow and |

Tan:checking a familyg
figurine at the park.
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As part of the celebration,
a mural measuring 218.5
metres in length and 2.1 me-
tres in height was unveiled.
The artwork shows a combi-
nation of natural and abstract
concepts.

Also present during the event
were State Secretary Datuk

-

Mohd Sayuthi Bakar, Chow’s
wife Tan Lean Kee, Seberang
Perai City Council (MBSP) may-
or Datuk Azhar Arshad, Penang
Island City Council (MBPP) may-
or Datuk A. Rajendran, former
Komtar assemblyman Teh Lai
Heng and SCOS executive di-
rector Rashidah Jalaludin.

PBAHB makes dividend payout
for 22nd successive year

FOR the financial year 2022,
PBA Holdings Bhd (PBAHB)
reported a profit after tax of
RM77.12 million, caretaker
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said.

Chow added despite the chal-
lenges it faced, the Penang Wa-
ter Supply Corporation (PBAPP),
PBAHB’s principal subsidiary,
did acommendable job in 2022.

“It is noteworthy that PBAPP
charged the lowest domestic
tariffs in Malaysia in 2022 for
the first 35,000 litres of water
per month.

“PBAPP’s average domestic
tariff for the first 35,000 litres
per month is only 32 sen per
1,000 litres, which is 141%
cheaper than the national aver-
age of 77 sen per 1,000 litres
in 2020.

“To sustain the 32 sen per
1,000 litres domestic tariff,
PBAPP had to absorb domestic
water subsidies amounting to
RM103.71 million in 2022.

“As such, | believe it would
be fair to say that PBAPP has
proved itself to be one of the
most efficient water supply op-
erators in Malaysia in 2022.

“Besides operating profit-
ably, it also fulfilled a significant
corporate social responsibility
(CSR) commitment to Penang by
providing domestic water subsi-
dies for the benefit of 585,740
domestic water consumers,”
Chow told a media conference
after attending PBAPP’s annual
general meeting (AGM) on June
27.

In a related development,
Chow also announced that
PBAHB’s dividend payout for
2022 would amount to 3.0 sen
per share after the AGM ap-
proved an additional single-tier
final dividend of 1.5 sen per
share for the yearend of 2022
(Dec 31).

“The total payout for this sin-
gle final tier dividend will amount
to RM4.96 million,” he added.



travel

TIE travel bug has returned
to Malaysians as seen by
the huge crowds at the
Malaysian International Travel
Mart (MITM) 2023 at the Setia
SPICE Arena on July 1.

Organised by the Malaysian
Chinese Tourist Association
(MCTA), the two-day travel fair
attracted around 15,000 visi-
tors.

Despite the early morning
rain, early birds flocked to the
fair, where 37 exhibitors set up
a total of 220 exhibition booths.
Organising chairman Edwin Tan
expressed satisfaction with
the strong presence of exhibi-
tors and sponsors, anticipating
sales worth RM45 million.

During the fair's opening
ceremony, Penang’s caretaker

deals

Tourism and Creative Economy
Committee chairman  Yeoh
Soon Hin lauded MCTA for host-
ing the event.

He said all the stakeholders
are working hard to draw tour-
ists from all over the world to
Malaysia.

However, he also urged air-
port management, and the Im-
migration and Customs authori-
ties to play their part in promot-
ing tourism.

“The outlook for the tourism
sector in Penang and Malaysia
is bright. Our challenge moving
forward is to work together to
create a seamless and unfor-
gettable experience for tourists
when they visit Malaysia as a
single yet multifarious travel
destination,” Yeoh said in his

The response to MITM 2023 saw sales of some 7RM45 million.

speech.

Yeoh regarded the MITM
travel fair as an opportunity to
cross-sell and re-market domes-
tic tourism products at both lo-
cal and international stages.

He added that over the
years, he had taken multiple ini-
tiatives to consistently diversify
the state’s tourism products,
leveraging local resources.

He said while preserving the
state’s cultural and natural as-
sets, Penang has also ventured
further on the paths of medical
and education tourism, creative
industries and the MICE (meet-
ings, incentives, conferences
and exhibitions) sector.

Among those present were
MCTA national president Paul
Paw, MCTA life honorary presi-

dent Datuk Albert Tan Sam
Soon, Penang Global Tourism
senior manager Pauline Yoon,
Malaysia Airlines area manager
(northern region commercial
— sales) Lisa Wong Wen Ling,
RW Shipping senior manager
(sales) Lacey Sim and Tourism
Authority of Thailand (TAT) KL
marketing officer Jackson Paul
Xavier.

Addressing climate change challenges

THE effects of climate change,
such as extreme weather con-
ditions, ocean acidification
and rising sea levels, pose
significant threats to coastal
cities and the marine ecosys-
tem.

Penang, being a treasure
trove of natural wonders, has
stressed the need to preserve
marine biodiversity, ensure
food security, build climate re-
silience, and create a sustain-
able future.

Caretaker Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow said several
issues lie at the intersection
of marine biodiversity, food se-
curity, climate resilience and
the future.

“Food security demands our
immediate attention. With the
growing global population and
the increasing pressure on our
somewhat limited resources,
we must find sustainable solu-
tions to ensure adequate food
supply for all.

“Like other coastal cities,
Penang plays a crucial role as
the centre of commerce and
innovation, where ideas and
solutions can be generated
to address the challenges of
feeding our planet sustain-
ably,” he said in his speech
during the 6th World Confer-
ence on Marine Biodiversity
Gala Dinner 2023 on July 4.

Chow said it is crucial to

adapt and build resilience to
ensure the long-term sustain-
ability of communities, and to
protect marine biodiversity.

Chow shared that Penang is
home to 17 permanent forest
reserves.

“To Dbetter conserve and
protect the environment, eight
mangrove forest areas have
been gazetted as permanent
reserved forests by the state
government,” he said.

The 6th World Conference
on Marine Biodiversity (WCMB
2023), with the theme “Biodi-
versity in the Anthropocene”,
was held from July 2 to 5.

The conference brought
together over 400 delegates
from 50 countries. It was a
proud moment for Penang as
the conference graces the
Southeast Asia region for the
first time.

Chow said Penang demon-
strated its commitment to fos-
tering international coopera-
tion and knowledge sharing by
hosting the WCMB 2023.

“This gathering of experts,
scientists, policymakers,
and conservationists serves
as a platform for exchanging
ideas, discussing challeng-
es, and developing innova-
tive solutions.

“It is through collabora-
tion that we can address the
pressing issues facing our

oceans and create a sustain-
able future for all,” Chow said.

“Congratulations to the
Centre For Marine & Coastal
Studies (CEMACS), Universiti
Sains Malaysia (USM), Pen-
ang Institute, collaborators,
and sponsors for making this
conference a success,” he
added.

CEMACS director Prof Datuk
Dr Aileen Tan Shau Hwai, who
is also the WCMB 2023 chair-
man, said WCMB 2023 marks

a pivotal moment where the
people confront the pressing
challenges that the oceans
face.

“We are witnessing the
devastating  consequences
of habitat destruction, pollu-
tion, overfishing, and climate
change.

“The time to act is now.
The fate of our oceans, and
the delicate ecosystems they
hold, hang in the balance,”
Tan (pix) said.
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ENANG’s success can be attrib-
uted to the good leadership of the
current federal and state govern-

ments, says Bayan Baru MP Sim Tze
Tzin.

“We need good leaders for us to
move forward. Lend your support to our
Prime Minister, (then caretaker) Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow, and his team
in Penang to drive Penang forward and
become better.

“We need people who promote unity
and bring people together,” Sim said
in his speech before taking part in the
Malaysia Madani Walk 2023 at Taman
Sunway Tunas on July 2.

Chow said the state
government has done §

its best to ensure good Chow (forefront, fourth fro

e \ i
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governance for the past  from right) taking a group photo at the event.

15 years.

“We have done to the best of our
ability to ensure your mandate is
achieved through good policy and
management.

“Whatever we have done and plan to
do is for Penang to rise to the next level
of development. And it is important to
ensure that the people benefit from the
development of the state,” he said in his
speech.

Chow praised his team in Penang,
which includes then caretaker state En-
trepreneurial Development, Trade and
Industry Committee chairman Datuk Ab-

Plans afoot for cemeteries under UHC

THE 219-year-old Penang United Hokkien
Cemeteries (UHC), which is the oldest
continuously-run cemetery operator in the
state, is embarking on redevelopment
and expansion plans for its cemeteries.

The cemeteries under UHC’s manage-
ment are in Batu Gantong, Paya Teru-
bong, Mount Erskine, Batu Lanchang and
Teluk Bahang.

Caretaker Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow, who was the guest of honour during
UHC'’s one-hour briefing session at its of-
fice in Batu Gantong on July 4, expressed
his gratitude to the operator.

“UHC has come a long way in serving
the communities for the past 219 years.
Its unwavering service to the people over
all these years is much appreciated.

“It has been relentlessly providing the
necessary service and we (the state) fully
appreciate UHC’'s commitment.

“I was also made to understand that
some of the deceased, who were with-
out next-ofkin, were given free niches
in the columbarium. The cremation
charges were also waived following
requests made by the hospitals or old
folks’ homes.

“Therefore, the state values UHC’s
contributions and is looking forward to
the completion of the various initiatives
being rolled out,” he said at a press
conference.

Chow was earlier briefed by UHC

chairman Datuk Cheah Cheng Ean on
its expansion proposal as well as those
in the pipeline.

These include transforming Batu
Gantong cemetery into a historical and
memorial park, constructing a new low-
cost columbarium in Batu Gantong and
establishing a VIP columbarium there,
gaining planning permission for the
Mount Erskine Funeral Parlours and co-
lumbariums, and constructing an open
air theatre for public use.

The new low-cost columbarium in
Batu Gantong will house 12,000 niches
and is expected to be completed by the
end of this year, with an estimated cost
of RM7 million.

Besides this, a new six-storey build-
ing with a two-storey columbarium will
be built at Mount Erskine, providing
27,600 niches.

Listening attentively to UHC’s propos-
al for various expansions, Chow said all
the plans must be carried out soon.

“We will do our level best to collabo-
rate with UHC and other clan associa-
tions in the state.

“In fact, many renowned Hokkien per-
sonalities such as former chief minister
Tun Dr Lim Chong Eu, Dr Lim Chwee Le-
ong, Lim Kek Chuan, Tan Sri Datuk Loh
Boon Siew, Tan Sri Teh Ewe Lim as well
as Dr Wu Lean Teh have been laid to
rest there,” he said.

dul Halim Hussain and Sim for their hard
work in improving the livelihood of the
community in Penang.

“The statistics speak for themselves.

“Penang is among the top investment
and trading states in Malaysia. In addi-
tion, we also achieved the highest gross
domestic product (GDP) growth of 13.1%
last year (2022),” he said.

It was reported that Penang’s perfor-
mance tops the list, followed by Selan-
gor (11.9%), Pahang (10.8%) and Kuala
Lumpur (9.2%). These four states also
exceeded the national GDP average of
6.9% last year.

Earlier, Sim said Phase Two of the
Bayan Baru Walkable City project has
been completed, and Phase Three will
be implemented later this year said.

31 /g TR
m right), Abdul Halim (forefront, third from right) and Sim (forefront, fifth

“Once completed, the three phases
would provide 10km of pedestrian walk-
way for the people to walk to their desti-
nation in Bayan Baru with ease.

“They can walk to Sunshine Square
or Giant Bayan Baru Hypermarket to get
groceries or food.

“They can also avoid traffic conges-
tion on the road while staying healthy.

“Those working in the Bayan Lepas
Free Industrial Zones (FIZ) can also eas-
ily walk to work after the project is com-
pleted.

“Alternatively, the public can opt for
cycling or using the e-scooter to com-
mute,” he said

Sim said the Bayan Baru Walkable
City project was aimed at connecting
homes to public transport locations.
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1-2% of young children may
be affected by autism.

Recognizing the importance
of early detection and
intervention, the Penang
State Government will
sponsor the training of
100 preschool teachers in
recognizing and supporting
young children with autism
in inclusive preschool
settings.
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SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MBSP 2023
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MBSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
Ahmad Rizal Abd. 019 - 464 6696 . .
Hamid 1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut Penyelia 013 - 449 0366
Bahagian
Ahmad Tarmizi Jusoh 012 - 487 7575 Kewarganegaraan
2. K. Velan Barat Daya 018 -394 4537
Anuar Yusoff 016 - 461 6390
04 -507 5390 _ ]
3. Lim Zheng Han Seberang Perai ) ) 011 - 1244 7167
Utara Pejabat Bahagian
Chee Yeeh Keen 019 - 455 7731 Kewarganegaraan Pulau Pinang,
] ] Tingkat 46, KOMTAR
4. K. Nirmala Seberang Perai 017 -572 0272
Cheen Goon Hooi 012 - 402 0923 Tengah 04 - 650 5105
5. K. Viknesh Prabu Seberang Perai 012 - 693 4786
Selatan

Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.

Delakan a/l Ratha 012 - 584 4437 Nota:
Krisnak
SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAILIS
MBPP 2023 .
1
1
Galaimani o/l 012 - 534 1384 Nama Telefon !
Subramnian i
MBPP 04 - 259 2020 !
1
Heng Yeh Shivan 016 -261 2460 Abdul Latif Mohamad 012 -248 5016 ]
1
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 019 - 541 4818 ]
Jeffery Koay Kai Chin 013 - 521 2868 !
Alan Lim Wei Lun 017 - 343 3995 !
1
) i : 1
Ng Yee Siang 010 - 562 2698 Dato’ Haji Komarudin Abdullah 019 - 411 5665 :
Francis a/l Joseph 012 - 474 3321 ]
1
Ngoh Cheng Hai 017 - 979 0933 Goh Huey Ee 016 -723 8373 ]
1
1
) Hari Krishnan a/l Ramakrishnan 010- 505 5571 '
Noor Azuawati Ahmad 018 - 965 4559 ]
Harvindar Singh a/I Darshan 012 - 428 2250 !
Singh 1
Norly Masitah 013 - 582 2503 !
Mohamed Noor Kaliyappan a/l P. Renganathan 012 - 407 7276 :
1
Lee Chee How 012 - 470 3389 !
Normahani 019 - 477 3784 :
M TE IS Lee Wei Seang 012 - 452 8305 :
1
1
Ong Jing Cheng 012 - 758 3779 Mohd Faruk Abdul Rahman 012-552 1820 |
016 - 445 5709 1
Mohd Hafiz Abd. Aziz 019 - 480 6273 !
1
. _ 1
OIS OlCIE A A2 Mohd Suhairi Arumugam 016 - 521 3369 i
Abdullah :
1
Ooi Yong Wooi 016 -421 1196 Nurhafiza Huda Idris 017 - 450 5751 :
Quah Boon Lim 017 - 462 2431
Tan Chee Teong 012 - 4017718 . ]
Rodziah Abul Khassim 019 - 319 4840
Tan Choo Eng 019 - 448 4344 Rohaizat Hamid 019 - 510 0075
04 - 323 2679
Tan Chiew Choon 019 - 470 4499
Teh Chuann Yien 010 - 441 7749
Tan Seng Keat 012-438 6191
Tharani a/p Kesavan 017 - 450 2431
Tan Soo Siang 012 - 475 2453
Theng Jie Wey 016-4187108
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Aid boost
for two

associations

uStory by Edmund Lee
=Pix by Darwina Mohd Daud

HE caretaker Penang
Tgovernment gave out a
total of RM117,500 in
financial assistance to the
state Newspaper Vendors’
and Book Sellers’ Association
(Penba) and the Persatuan Pe-
kebun Sayur Pulau Pinang.
Caretaker Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow announced the
aid for the two associations,
given the hardship facing them.
“Our state executive coun-
cil had on June 9 approved an

RM500 one-off payment to
82 Penba members totalling
RM41,000, and an RM500
one-off payment to 153 mem-
bers of the Persatuan Pekebun
Sayur Pulau Pinang, totalling
RM76,500.

“This is our commitment to
reducing their financial burden
after the Covid-19 pandemic,”
he said during a press confer-
ence at Komtar on June 28.

Chow said Penba’s opera-
tion was greatly impacted fol-
lowing the Covid-19 pandemic
outbreak.

“In addition to this, newspa-

N
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per circulation has also been
limited due to the rise of online
media,” he said.

As for the Persatuan Peke-
bun Sayur Pulau Pinang, Chow
said the association‘s earnings
had also dropped.

“We hope it will benefit from
this aid,” he added.

Also present during the press
conference were Penba presi-
dent Murugesu Muniandy and
Persatuan Pekebun Sayur Pulau
Pinang president Ng Lean Hui.

m._lll.'ﬂ"-"l |
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Chow presenting two mock cheques to representatives of
Penba and the Persatuan Pekebun Sayur Pulau Pinang.

Call to preserve Hokkien dialect

wear,” he said.

At the same event, Chow
also launched the Penang Hok-
kien Dictionary and the “Learn
Penang  Hokkien”
channel.

MORE efforts must be made
especially by the younger gen-
eration in Penang to ensure
that the Hokkien dialect can be
preserved for the future.

Caretaker Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow said he noticed
that the younger generation
nowadays only uses it to com-
municate with their close family
members or relatives.

“This is worrying as the Hok-
kien dialect is threatened with
‘extinction’.

“The success of promoting
Mandarin as the official lan-
guage for Chinese also has left
a negative impact on other dia-
lects such as the Hokkien dia-
lect in Penang.

“Because of that, most of
the youth nowadays are no lon-
ger fluent in Hokkien. The same
situation also can be observed
in other states as well,” Chow

said in his speech before offi-
ciating the Penang Heritage Fo-
rum Series — “Penang Hokkien:
Our Language, Our Heritage” at
the Penang Town Hall in Jalan
Padang Kota Lama on July 5.

The forum was or-
ganised by the Pen-
ang State Heritage
Department.

Also present were
caretaker state Tour-
ism and Creative
Economy  Commit-
tee chairman Yeoh
Soon Hin and Penang
State Heritage com-
missioner Rosli Nor.

Chow added that
although the Hokkien dialect
has become diluted, Penang-
ites must hold strongly to it.

“After all, it is something that
all Penangites are identified
with and a badge they proudly

YouTube

Both of the plat-
forms were created
by Hokkien dialect
activist ~ Timothy
Tye.

Tye (pix) hoped
people will get to
learn more about
Hokkien  through
both mediums.
£ Penang Hok-

kien Dictionary can

be accessed at
https://www.penang-traveltips.
com/dictionary/index.htm and
Learn Penang Hokkien You-
Tube channel can be accessed
at https://m.youtube.com/c/
learnpenanghokkien.

Pasal apa Pakeik
tak dapat lagi sumbangan tunsi
I-Sejaktera ni? Dah dua tahun
dah tak dapat.

Lah ya ka,

Palocik barw tau, Ma, Pakcik ada
nombor akaun bank, Macam
mana Pakcik nak tukar kaedah
pembayaran tunal
ke EFT fu?

ditangguhkan sebab COVID-14q,
Palecik, Pembayaran hanya dapat

naik dokumen akaur bank
=% pastikan skaun ban o
Ity masih skl 1tv sajs Pakcik,

o

PROGRAM i-SEJAHTERA

Pembayaran secara tunal terpaksa ditangguhkan bagi

mengurangkan risiko penularan wabak COVID-19

JON TINAR RE EFTY..

HEMASHINI MAKLUMAT AKAUN BANK Di LAMAN WEB SISTEM
HSEJAHTERA DAN MUAT NAIK PENYATA AKAUN BANK TERKINI
BAGI MEMBOLEHKAN BAYARAN DIBUAT TERUS KE AKAUN

Midah kan?

http://Isejahtera.penang.gov.my

Social development grant
application for active NGOs

THE Penang government,
through the state Social De-
velopment and Non-Islamic
Religious Affairs Committee,
is welcoming non-governmen-
tal organisations (NGOs) in
Penang which are actively
promoting social develop-
ment to apply for a grant
under the Penang Social De-
velopment and Non-Islamic
Religious Affairs Office.
Caretaker Penang Social
Development and Non-Islam-
ic Religious Affairs Commit-

tee chairman
Chong Eng
(pix) said the

organisation
could receive
a grant of up

of RM5,000
depending on
its portfolio,

H

activities, pro-
grammes con-
ducted and oth-
ers.

“The organisation must be
actively organising and pro-
moting social development to
be eligible for the grant.

“Some examples of social
development programmes
are active aging programmes
to promote a healthy lifestyle;
parenting and childcare pro-
grammes; emotional and men-
tal health development pro-
grammes; and anti-violence
against women and children
awareness programmes,”
she told a media conference
in Komtar on.July 1

Chong Eng said the appli-
cants could contact her of-
fice at 04-650 5143 (during
office hours) to learn more
about the grant.

Chong Eng said the Pen-

Eo
to a maximum ‘.q r ".

ang government appreciated
the efforts of the NGOs and
therefore would like to assist
them through the grant.

“Moving forward, we hope
to become strategic part-
ners of NGOs in implement-
ing social activities and pro-
grammes in Penang.

“We are grateful to have
many NGOs which are com-
mitted and dedicated to car-
rying out community works in
Penang.

“We have several other
grants which these
organisations  can
apply to ease their
burden,” she said.

Then Bukit Tam-
bun  assemblyman
Goh Choon Aik, who
is also the state So-
cial Development
and Non-Islamic Reli-

el

e gious Affairs Commit-
tee member, said the

social development
scope is very wide.

“The social development
portfolio encompasses new-
born to senior citizens, and
it is not just about welfare.
It includes the well-being and
development of the whole so-
ciety,” he said.

Commenting about the
Penang2030 vision of “A
Family-Focused Green and
Smart State that Inspires the
Nation”, Chong Eng said the
state government will strive
to work towards achieving
the vision.

“We can achieve a more
‘wholesome  development’
in Penang when we focus on
family. In Penang, we work
hard to realise our vision.
Our vision is not just a slo-
gan,” she added.
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Sun shines on- - 1

apartment

=Story by Tanushalini Moroter
=Pix by Law Suun Ting

HE caretaker state gov-
Ternment will keep assist-
ing the eligible housing
schemes with the various main-
tenance works to ensure the
convenience of the residents,
says caretaker state Local Gov-
ernment, Housing, Town and
Planning Committee chairman
Jagdeep Singh Deo.
Jagdeep who visited the Ta-
man Sinar Pelangi apartment

on June 30 announced that the
state government via the Penang
Maximum 80% Maintenance
Fund (TPM80PP) has approved
an allocation of RM247,280 for
the maintenance work at the
flats.

He said the maintenance
works include the replacement
of a new water tank as well as
the replacement of HDPE (High-
Density Polyethylene) Lining for
two units of water tanks.

“This serves as a testament
to our unwavering dedication to

Taman Sinar. ¢

—— o T "
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assisting Penangites with their
housing maintenance needs.

“We will continue with the
maintenance  work  projects
which we have approved across
all the five districts in Penang,”
said Jagdeep.

The balance, RM61,820
(20%) was borne by Taman Sinar
Pelangi Management Commit-
tee.

Meanwhile,

former Sungai

- —

(front row, fo?gr&th([rpm Igft"), Limiand} = .
— Mohd Fauzy.(behmd Jagdeep) in 1a_‘gro_trlp ]
: plcturflth theTaman Sinar Pelangi_ -

“*Management Committee.

Pinang assemblyman Lim Siew
Khim, said to date a total of
43 housing schemes in Sungai
Pinang had received assistance
from the TPM8OPP amounting
to more than RM7 miillion via the
Penang Housing Board (LPNPP).

“l would like to thank the
state government for assisting
the housing schemes in the
Sungai Pinang neighbourhood
which often required various

maintenance works,” Lim said.

It is learned that, since 2008,
the state government had spent
some RM344 million for a total
of 35,443 maintenance works
at various housing schemes.

Also present were Jelutong
MP RSN Rayer, LPNPP chief op-
erating officer Mohd Fauzy Mohd
Yusoff and Taman Sinar Pelangi
Management Committee chair-
man Lee Eng Kok.
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An Mol is
not just a piece
of paper
— Chow

=Story by Riadz Akmal
=Pix by Darwina Mohd Daud

ILWAY travel has always
Rr:ad some nostalgia and
omance added to it.

Most railway stations in Ma-
laysia are decades old, some
more than 100 years.

As such, a transformative
programme that is aimed at
celebrating Malaysia’s rich rail-
way heritage while promoting
best practices in placemaking
and adaptive reuse of heritage
railway stations was launched
recently.

The Railway Assets Corpora-
tion (RAC) signed a Memoran-

Giving life to

? .

i
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railway.heritage

Chow (centre) taking a group photo together with Loke (eight from left), Yeoh (left), Zairil (second from left), Dr Anwar (third from
left), Hamdan (fourth from left), Guan Eng (fifth from left), Lim (sixth from left), Azhar (ninth from left), Jana (tenth from left) and Mohd

Sayuthi (right).

dum of Understanding (MoU)
with Think City Sdn Bhd as
strategic partners to realise the
‘Heritage Railway Rejuvenation
Programme’ that is slated to
begin immediately across the
country.

RAC is a federal statutory

body under the Transport Minis-
try and Think City is an impact
organisation dedicated to mak-
ing cities more livable.

The MoU signing ceremony
was held at the Think City office
in Gat Lebuh China on July 8.

RAC was represented by its

PBSA to set up academy, further inspired
by snooker stars' succes

FOLLOWING the achievements
of national champions Lim Kok
Leong and Moh Keen Hoo, the
Penang Billiard and Snooker As-
sociation (PBSA) aims to set up
an academy to unearth future
top players in the sport.

Kok Leong, 28, was adjudged
the Penang Sportsman of the
Year during the recent Penang
State Sports Award 2019-2022.
He also received the best team
award together with Keen Hoo.

In October last year, the
duo clinched the World Team
Snooker Championship in Kuala
Lumpur and a month later, Kok
Leong made history by becom-
ing the first Malaysian to win the
World Amateur Snooker Cham-
pionship in Antalya, Turkey.

PBSA president Datuk
Michael Tan congratulated
them on their remarkable
achievements.

“They deserved the recogni-
tion given by the Penang State
Sports Council (MSNPP). | am
confident that the awards will in-
spire them to continue perform-
ing at their best in the future,”
he said.

“We hope to set up a snook-

receiving the award.

er and billiard academy centre
in Bayan Baru, pending assis-
tance from the authorities.

“Establishing an academy
is important for us to nurture
more shooker and billiards tal-
ents for the state and country,”
Tan said.

Kok Leong expressed his
delight in receiving the award,
admitting that it was completely
unexpected.

“l thank the Penang State
Sports Council (MSNPP) for
nominating me as the best

Kok Leong (right) with karate kata exponent Khaw Yee Voon after

men’s athlete.

“And | am also grateful for
the unforgettable moment |
shared with my partner, Keen
Hoo,” said the soft-spoken
Kok Leong, who mentioned
that he would utilise the prize
money received from the dou-
ble honours for the benefit of
his family.

As for Keen Hoo, he has yet
to decide how he will spend
the prize money but is deter-
mined to train even harder in
the future.

chief executive officer Azhar Ah-
mad and Think City by its man-
aging director Hamdan Abdul
Majeed. The MoU signing cer-
emony was witnessed by Trans-
port Minister Anthony Loke Siew
Fook and caretaker Chief Minis-
ter Chow Kon Yeow.

Azhar said the programme
is designed to catalyse culture-
based urban regeneration and
foster local economic develop-
ment.

“By combining the preserva-
tion of historical assets with
sustainable urban planning,
this programme aims to create
vibrant, revitalised spaces that
honour the past while embrac-
ing the future, beyond the sta-
tion and the city,” Azhar said in
his speech at the MoU signing
ceremony.

Loke said the partnership
between RAC as the owner and
administrator of the railway as-
sets and Think City as a con-
sultant and delivering partner
also aims to help boost the
economic and business value
of these assets that are rich in
heritage and history.

“The partnership leverages
Think City’s expertise in rejuve-
nation and placemaking.

Azhar added the MoU is an
effort by the federal govern-
ment through RAC to preserve
the history and aesthetic values
of a building and other assets
owned by RAC.

“In addition, this programme
can ensure that these valuable
railway assets continue to gen-
erate income for the govern-
ment,” he said.

Hamdan said the partnership

between Think City and RAC
holds immense importance.

“This collaboration has the
potential to be a game-changer,
as it strengthens the historical
landscape of urban areas.

“With RAC as the custodian of
railway assets and Think City’s
expertise in culture-based eco-
nomic approaches and place-
making, we will be strengthen-
ing our collaborative work to
unlock the potential of these
assets,” he said.

Meanwhile, Chow said the
MoU between RAC and Think
City marks a significant mile-
stone towards fostering col-
laboration, innovation, and
shared success.

“An MoU is not just a piece
of paper, it represents a com-
mitment to a shared vision,
a common goal, and a deep
belief in the power of collabo-
ration.

“As we embark on this jour-
ney, let us remember that suc-
cess is not measured solely by
the milestones we achieve but
by the transformative impact
we have on society,” said Chow.

Also present were Deputy
Education Minister Lim Hui
Ying, who is also the Tanjong
MP, State Secretary Datuk
Mohd Sayuthi Bakar, care-
taker state Transport and In-
frastructure Committee chair-
man Zairil Khir Johari, caretak-
er state Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee chair-
man Yeoh Soon Hin, Bagan
MP Lim Guan Eng, Think City
chairman Datuk Seri Dr Anwar
Fazal and RAC chairman Da-
tuk Jana Santhiran Muniayan.
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