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NE hundred years and still
chugging on!
The 100th anniversary of the

Penang Hill funicular railway was cel-
ebrated in a big bash, marking the his-
toric maiden journey that took place on
Oct 21, 1923.

This significant event in the state’'s
history represented the opening of
doors to a world of stunning natural
beauty and panoramic vistas.

The funicular railway has been instru-
mental in providing access to the lush
landscape and breathtaking views of
Penang.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow, who
was present during the gala dinner to
celebrate the landmark, lauded the rail-
way’s remarkable century of memories.

He emphasised that it reflects the
transformative journey of the Penang
Hill funicular railway.

“Over the years, the Penang govern-
ment and the Penang Hill Corporation
(PHC) have undertaken various initia-
tives to continuously improve the infra-
structure and amenities on the hill.

“These efforts have been carried out
through harmonious alignment with con-
servation efforts, and unwavering com-
mitment to safety and reliability through
slope stabilisation and maintenance
works. This also includes the develop-
ment of the forward planning Penang
Hill Summit Area Concept Master Plan.
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Ahmad Fuzi seems captivated by the cake to mark the railway’s centenary. With him are (from left) Rosli, Mohamad, Chow,

Koh, Lim and Cheok.

"Tonight’s gala dinner is not just a
celebration of the past, but also an op-
portunity to look forward to the future.

“We are committed to enhancing the
Penang Hill experience, making it more
accessible, enjoyable, and sustainable
for everyone,” he said in his speech
during the event.

Chow said the celebration was to
recognise the dedication and hard
work of the funicular railway contribu-
tors, including the funicular design en-
gineer, A. R. Johnson.

Chow also mentioned a few projects
in the pipeline aimed at further elevating
Penang Hill.

Among the notable projects are the
ongoing Upper Station, the upcoming
endeavours such as the redevelopment
of Cliff Café (Astaka), the creation of
a second gallery (after the Gallery @
Edgecliff) known as the Gallery @Gate-
house with immersive reality technology,
and the redevelopment of Coolie Line
(Phase 6 development).

Governor Tun Ahmad Fuzi Abdul

Razak was also present to grace the
dinner event.

Those present were entertained by
captivating stage performances and a
sumptuous dinner.

Among the guests present were
former chief ministers Tan Sri Dr Koh
Tsu Koon and Lim Guan Eng, Deputy
Chief Minister | Datuk Dr Mohamad
Abdul Hamid, State Secretary Datuk
Rosli Isa as well as Penang Hill Cor-
poration (PHC) general manager Da-
tuk Cheok Lay Leng.
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E are a smart city
in the making, says
Chief Minister Chow

Kon Yeow.

According to Chow, this is de-
fined by a series of recent trans-
formative initiatives demon-
strating the state government’s
unwavering commitment to this
vision, one of the central pillars
of the Penang2030 vision.

“We envision Penang as a
global hub of innovation, where
technology is harnessed to im-
prove the quality of life for our
citizens.

“This  involves leveraging
data and digital technologies to
enhance urban mobility, health-
care, education, and public ser-
vices.

“It means creating a city
that is not just responsive to
the needs of our residents and
visitors but one that anticipates

city status

those needs, where information
flows seamlessly, and where
sustainability is at the forefront
of every decision.

“After all, the Penang2030 vi-
sion is about making Penang a
place where everyone can thrive
or succeed, where innovation
and technology play a pivotal
role in our niche area,” Chow
said in his speech before offici-
ating the Touch ‘n Go RFID Pen-
ang Roadshow on Oct 15.

Also present were state Infra-
structure, Transport and Digital
Committee chairman Zairil Khir
Johari, Digital Penang chief ex-
ecutive officer Ng Kwang Ming
and Touch ‘n Go Sdn Bhd chief
executive officer Praba Sangara-
joo.

Chow added the digital ini-
tiatives in the state are mostly
planned and carried out by Digj-
tal Penang, a state government-
linked company established in
April 2020 to bridge the digital
divide and improve digital litera-
cy among residents.

Chow said the state government éhvisioned Penang
as a global hub of innovation, where technology is
harnessed to improve the quality of life for its citizens.

“We understand that digital
literacy is not just a skill but a
fundamental necessity in the
21st century.

“Thus, through the various
initiatives of Digjtal Penang, we
are ensuring that everyone, re-
gardless of age or background,
has the opportunity to embrace
the digjtal age.

“As a result, these initiatives
help in empowering our youth,
upskilling our workforce, and
providing our seniors with op-
portunities to connect with the
digital world,” he said.

Chow said that the state gow-

Empowering MSME entrepreneurs

THE Penang government is com-
mitted to empowering micro,
small and medium enterprises
(MSMEs) entrepreneurs in the
state.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said this is proven by vari-
ous programmes and initiatives
implemented over the years.

He listed several state gov-
ernment initiatives such as the
Entrepreneurship One Culture
(K1B) campaign, digjtal strength-
ening programmes for 3,000 en-
trepreneurs since 2018, and the
Go Digital Micro Entrepreneur
Programme in 2021 to assist

micro-entrepreneurs.
“We have also collaborated
with  ecommerce platforms

such as Shopee, Foodpanda,
Grab, PG Mall and AirAsia Gro-
cer, benefiting a total of 42,935
MSME entrepreneurs and con-
tributing a gross merchandise
value (GMV) growth of RM150
million in 2020.

“Furthermore, the state gov-
ernment has provided RM45
million in interestfree loans
through the PEKA Loan Scheme,
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Visitors did not miss the chance to visit various booths during the
Jelajah Jiwa SME 2023 programme.

benefiting 2,170 entrepreneurs.

“All these efforts are in line
with the Penang2030 vision to
upgrade the people’s income
through entrepreneurship.

“We are committed to increas-
ing the number of entrepreneurs
in the state who are resilient,
globalkminded, and competi-
tive,” Chow said in his speech
before opening the Jelajah Jiwa
SME 2023 Pulau Pinang at Aeon
Mall Bukit Mertajam on Oct 21.

Also present were state
Trade, Entrepreneurial Develop-
ment and Rural Development
Committee chairman Rashidi

Zinol and Astro Awani chief edi-
tor Ashwad Ismail.

Chow also urged MSME en-
trepreneurs to fully embrace dig-
italisation to transform the way
they conduct business.

“This is because we want to
bring MSME products to the in-
ternational level. Therefore, it
is important for local entrepre-
neurs to master digjtal technol-
ogy.

“The MSMEs play the role of
a catalyst for the state’s eco-
nomic growth and are among
the contributors to investment
growth,” he said.

ernment also has been actively
investing in smart transporta-
tion solutions, with a focus on
alleviating traffic congestion, re-
ducing emissions, and enhanc-
ing overall mobility.

He added that long-term initia-
tives such as the Penang Trans-
port Master Plan, the expansion
of the state public transporta-
tion network and the integration
of smart mobility solutions are
already yielding promising re-
sults.

Speaking about the pro-
gramme, Praba said it is the
first Touch ‘n Go roadshow in
Penang.

He said the objective is to
promote tech awareness about

Speaking about the programme, Praba said it
is the first Touch ‘n Go roadshow in Penang.

Touch ‘n Go initiatives including
its app (TnG e-wallet).

“The roadshow will run from
now till December 2023 across
multiple locations on Penang
island and Seberang Perai. The
roadshow aims to introduce
seamless mobility solutions to
Penangites, in the form of Touch
‘n Go RFID and enhanced Touch
‘n Go card.

“A  specially fitted mobile
van will be parked at key loca-
tions and Penangites will be
able to enjoy special campaign
offers on RFID tags as well as
purchase exclusive Touch ‘n
Go bundle sets consisting of
one RFID tag and an enhanced
Touch ‘n Go card,” he said.

Penang Institute’s FLAG initiative
aims to develop leadership

THE call to discuss and devel-
op leadership is more crucial
than ever in the country, given
the evolution of various sectors
that contribute to the nation’s
economy.

Penang Institute, a state-
owned entity that is responsible
for undertaking and oversee-
ing vital policies that drive the
state’'s growth, introduced a
new project, called the Forum
for Leadership and Governance
(FLAG) on Oct 17.

Situated within the South
Wing building of the institute,
the initiative officially started on
Oct 17 and serves as a major
platform for hosting leadership
roundtables, seminars and
Courses.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow, who officiated the project on
Oct 17, commended the FLAG
project and said the initiative
will serve beyond just being a
ground for state executive coun-

cillors and their staff to partici-
pate in roundtable discussions
with experts and think tankers.

“This will be an avenue for
collaborations between govern-
ment-linked companies (GLCs),
which can help generate syner-
gy for more effective and practi-
cal policy suggestions.

“Over time, the Penang pub-
lic policy ecosystem will consist
of a strong network of brain
trusts and passionate individu-
als working together for change
from below, and from above at
the same time.

“Penang has many institu-
tions populated by very capable
people.

“Getting our talents to come
together, to discuss issues, and
to have everyone’s ideas cap-
tured and formulated as collec-
tively agreed suggestions for the
state government to consider
is a commendable approach,”
Chow said during his speech.
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HOSE who make Pen-
T ang proud on the nation-

al or international stage
at a very young age may soon
be in line for special incen-
tives by the state.

State Youth, Sports and
Health Committee chairman
Daniel Gooi Zi Sen said the
scheme, which is for those
under the age of 15, aims to
award and recognise these out-
standing youths.

He said the proposed
scheme shares similarities with
the “Best! Anak Penang — Pen-

ang Young Talent Excellence In-
centive Scheme” with the only
difference being the age group.

Best! Anak Penang caters to
youths aged 15 to 30.

“We will discuss with related
state departments or agencies
to explore the feasibility of imple-
menting this scheme with guide-
lines akin to Best! Anak Penang,

“After all, it is one of the state
government’s initiatives to show
support and appreciation to
Penang’s youth talent pool.

“We want them to know that
the state government values
their wonderful achievements at
such a young age.

“We hope that the incentive

.

Gooi (centre) with Gwee (on Gooi's right), Phee (on Gooi's left) and Khor (on Phee's left) in a group

photo with the talented children.

scheme can encourage them
to maintain their momentum
of success,” Gooi told a press
conference during his visit to the
private music school Jammin’
Senzation in Jelutong recently.

Also present were Sungai
Puyu assemblyman Phee Syn
Tze, Penang Youth Development
Corporation  (PYDC) general
manager Dr Gwee Sai Ling and
Jammin’ Senzation managing di-
rector Jasmin Khor.

Gooi was there to celebrate
the achievements of the young

talents from the Jammin’ Senza-
tion who showcased their excep-
tional skills and abilities on the
international stage.

Among the children’s achieve-
ments were their performances
at the 2023 Asia Pacific Inter-
national Arts Festival, 2023
Euroasia Youth Music Festi-
val, 2023 Rockfest Outstand-
ing Performance Award, 2023
Royale Music Competition, Roy-
al Sound Keyboard Competition
and many others.

These achievements resulted

in the children taking home tro-
phies and certificates of excel-
lence.

He said this remarkable feat
reflects not only their dedication
but also the unwavering support
they have received from their
families, mentors, and the com-
munity.

He added that to nurture a fu-
ture generation that aims high,
parents also play a crucial role
with their valuable support so
that their children can achieve
outstanding achievements.

TEL: 604-668 1173 / 016-4417888
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HE state government, through the
Penang Stadium and Open Spaces

Corporation (PSDKLPP), is working
on the concept and financing model for
the Sports City project in Batu Kawan.

State Youth, Sports and Health Com-
mittee chairman Daniel Gooi Zi Sen em-
phasised the significance of this prepara-
tory phase before initiating a request for
proposal (RFP).

“We do not have any exact date yet on
when to call for RFP. So, we will work on
the project’s concept and financing mod-
el first to ensure that the RFP can attract
reputable investors or bidders.

“The Sports City is supervised and
handled by PSDKLPP, which has dis-
cussed with related agencies and stake-
holders to identify the components to be
included in the project,” Gooi told a press
conference when asked about the matter
when he visited the Seberang Perai City
Council (MBSP) Sports and Recreational
Complex in Jalan Betek, Bukit Mertajam
on Oct 16.

The Sports City project in Batu Kawan

Gooi (standing, fifth from left) with
the athletes from the Fitness District
who took part in the 35th Malaysian
International Open Masters Athletics
Championship in Kuala Lumpur.

was first announced by former state
Youth and Sports Committee chairman
Soon Lip Chee last year.

Gooi added that the Sports City proj-
ect, if successfully materialised, can turn
Batu Kawan into a sports hub besides
the industrial hub in the area which will
stimulate the growth of Penang.

He said this, in turn, will benefit the
locals and also attract people from neigh-
bouring states and perhaps from other
neighbouring countries as well to come
over to participate in sports events.

Earlier, Gooi was there for the presen-
tation of certificates and medals to ath-
letes from the Fitness District who took
part in the 35th Malaysian International
Open Masters Athletics Championship in
Kuala Lumpur recently.
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Chin (centre) with his team during the award pregentation ceremony.

MBPP gets ‘Excellent Local Council’ award

IT was another feather in the cap for
Penang Island City Council (MBPP)
when it recently received special rec-
ognition from the Local Government
Development Ministry as an “Excellent
Local Council” in the environmental
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health campaign category.

The recognition was made in conjunc-
tion with World Environmental Health Day
2023, a significant event organised by
the Local Government Development Min-
istry at Putrajaya International Conven-
tion Centre (PICC) on Oct 17.

During the special ceremony, MBPP
was represented by its Environmental
Health Department deputy director Dr
Chin Wee Loon.

The award was presented by Local
Government Development Minister
Nga Kor Ming.

Chin said MBPP would like to thank
the Local Government Development Min-
istry for the recognition for "Dengue Pre-
vention Campaign 2023".

He said MBPP is proud of the award
and will take it as a stepping stone to
enhance dengue fever prevention for the
good health and well-being of the people
of Penang.

Meanwhile, MBPP mayor Datuk Rajen-
dran Anthony congratulated the city coun-
cil's Environmental Health Department
for this remarkable achievement.

He said the recognition served as
a testament to the MBPP Environmen-
tal Health Department’s commitment
through its various campaigns to curb
dengue in the state.

“l hope the Environmental Health De-
partment will continue their good efforts
to raise awareness among the public,
such as distributing brochures, conduct-
ing roadshows and others,” he said.
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HE Penang Club’s Patron’s Night
on Oct 20 saw members and

guests enjoying the club’s unique
culture and tradition.

The annual Patron’s Night is an im-
portant feature of the club’s social cal-
endar.

Penang Club president Datuk Malkit
Singh Dalip Singh commended the club
for being an icon of tradition.

“It is the oldest club in the country.
It was set up as a meeting place for
social interaction and business discus-
sions.

“The Penang Club has since evolved
from a club for British expatriates to
become cosmopolitan and inclusive,”
he said in his speech during the presti-
gious dinner at the club.

Malkit said the club has a special
place in the hearts and minds of its
members.

He also welcomed Governor Tun Ah-
mad Fuzi Abdul Razak and his consort
Toh Puan Khadijah Mohd Nor.

“It is Tun’s second term as patron
and it is with great honour and privilege
that we welcome Tun and Toh Puan.

“His leadership and unwavering
commitment are a living testament to
what it means to serve with love and

JAN YANG TERU
AHMAD FUZ
L

fraga elantny b —
Ahmad Fuzi and Khadijah (seated, centre), together with Chow (seated, third from left), Jagdeep (seated, second from left) and

his wife Belinda Bhar (seated, second from right), Malkit (seated, right) and the other VIPs in a group photo before the Patron's
Night event.

Celebration of
tradition, culture

dedication,” Malkit said.
He also praised the leadership of
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow, who was

also present at the event, and his team. cal Government, Town and Country Plan-
Also present were Deputy Chief Minis- ning Committee chairman Jason H'ng
ter Il Jagdeep Singh Deo, and state Lo-  Mooi Lye.

LITTERBUGS in Seberang Perai be

warned!
Under initiative named “Watch
U”, mobile closed-circuit television

(CCTV) cameras will be installed at 16
hotspots throughout Seberang Perai
to combat littering.

A proactive step taken by the Se-
berang Perai City Council (MBSP) with
the collaboration of Happy lcon Sdn Bhd,
a technology-based company, the initia-
tive aims to discourage indiscriminate
dumping of rubbish near communal bins
and enhance cleanliness of the city.

State Local Government, Town and
Country Planning chairman Jason H'ng
Mooi Lye, who officially launched the
programme at the MBSP hall on Oct 19,
said so far four CCTVs have been in-
stalled and another 12 will be installed
within the next three months.

He said the mobile cameras would
be installed for a three-month period at
each site or un-
til the problem
of illegal dump-
ing is effectively
addressed.

Following
this, the CCTVs
will be relocated
to other areas
with similar [it-
tering issues.

“Since Feb-
ruary this year,
two CCTVs
have been

used in a trial watching you.

Be careful where you dispose of your rubbish as these CCTVs are

MBSP’s eye on littering

phase to monitor irresponsible gar-
bage disposal activities. During this
period, MBSP has issued a total of
55 compounds to individuals or com-
panies for improper waste disposal,
including disposing of garbage out-
side designated bins and burning rub-
bish, among other offences,” he said.

H'ng added that the haphazardly dis-
carded rubbish in residential areas and
along roadsides would lead to odour

trash by the roadside or from vehicles in
a ‘drive-thru’” manner must end,” H'ng
said.

MBSP mayor Datuk Azhar Arshad,

who was also present during the launch,
noted that even when bins are not at
full capacity, some people still chose to
dump their waste next to the bins.
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pollution, pose health risks, affect the
quality of life and foster pest infestation. _

“It is not only the responsibility of Lebih banyak Pemindahan Mengurangkan
the local authority to take care of the saluran wang yang risiko ian
environment and the area around us but penge&amn selamat :
also the local residents who have a cru- .
cial role to play. s lo '
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ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ‘ NAMA

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

ET 04-2260218
04 -226 0218

DECEMBER 16 — 31, 2023

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Dr. Mohamad Abdul Hamid
mohdhamid@penang.gov.my

ET 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

No Tel/ No Faks

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 -261 8715

N.01 PENAGA _ PENANG CARE SOCIETY iHotline
YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah (T) T) 821 - 63% 9;%’:
N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL

! . DAP PENANG HQ T) 04 - 228 8482
YB Bukhori Ghazali M dappenang@dapmalaysia.org }p{ 04 - 228 8514
N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-397 0115
YB Mohd Sobri Salleh m

N.15 PADANG LALANG

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
YB Muhammad Fauzi Yusoff

M

YB Dato’ Seri Sundarajoo A/L Somu
nlé.k nperai@gmail.com

YB Gooi Zi Sen (T) 04 - 530 3028
izisen nan v.m
N.16 PERAI

(T) 04 - 397 3600

N.0é TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Azmi Alang

M

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
ni19dunjawi@gmail.com

T) 04 - 594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Izhar Shah Arif Shah

U]

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Rashidi Bin Zinol

n2Isgachehpk@gmail.com

ET% 04 - 593 2408
E

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Amir Hamzah Abdul Hashim

M

N.12 PENANTI
YB Zulkefli Bakar

M

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

tanjongbunga@bukitbendera.org

T) 04 - 818 3866
F) 04 - 262 5952

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Nor Zamri Latiff

U]

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim

limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Mohamad Shukor Zakariah

M

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Wong Hon Wai
wonghonwail973@gmail.com

EB 04 - 826 1898

N.40 TELOK BAHANG
YB Muhamad Kasim

M

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Fahmi Zainol
fahmizainol@penang.gov.my

EB 04 - 293 7545

N.02 BERTAM

YB Datuk Seri Reezal Merican Naina
Merican
dsrmpusatkhidmat@gmail.com

04 -293 7546
7

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU
YB Phee Syn Tze
n07sungaipuyu@gmail.com

m 012 - 428 5594
F

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Chee Yeeh Keen

cheeyeehkeen@gmail.com

E,T:; 018-388 6317

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Kumaran Krishnan @ Calvin
bagandalamn09@gmail.com

T) 04 - 313 1002
i

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee
berapit@dappg.org

ET% 017 - 813 3509
F) 04 - 540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon
kllee78@gmail.com

ET% 013-399 0519
F) 04 - 551 1442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

ST% 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

T) 04 - 502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng
dapairputih@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA

YB Lee Boon Hen
Igggggnhgng%@g’gmgil.ggm

(T) 011 - 2773 6684

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Woo Sze Zeng
joshuawoosz@gmail.com

(H) 016 - 417 2548

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Wong Yuee Harng

pengkalankota@dappg.org

ET% 04 - 299 2574
E

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtar@dappg.org

T) 016 - 270 6808
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
ongahteong@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Tan Hooi Peng

n32seridelima@gmail.com

SB 04 - 659 5611

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airitamdap@gmail.com

T) 016 - 421 9143
F) 04 -829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam

kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Dato’ Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN NEGERI 04-262 1957
PBA (PUSAT PANGGILAN 24 JAM)  04-255 8255
KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women’s Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perknidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF
SOCSO

A -

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

/'

JPJ 04-656 4131
04-398 8809

JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA 04-261 0058
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
FERI (GEORGETOWN) 04-210 2363

( BUTTERWORTH) 04-310 2377
JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTHO04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN  04-829 4046

KANAK-KANAK

D'HOME CARELINE 04-291 0111

CAP 04-829 9511

BEFRIENDERS PENANG 04-291 0100
011-5670 6261

PERPUSTAKAAN PP 04-229 8555
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SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MBSP 2023
Nama Telefon
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MBSP 04- 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
A Y ff 016 - 461 6390
nuarusse 1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut Penyelia 013 - 449 0366
Bahagian
Benson Neoh Kah Wei 012 - 402 0923 Kewarganegaraan
Bernard Cheen Goon 012 402 0923 2. K. Velan Barat Daya 018 -394 4537
Hooi
3. Joseph Tan Seberang Perai ) ) 011 - 5628 5600
_ Utara Pejabat Bahagian
Chong Wei Hoong 012 - 484 9693 Kewarganegaraan Pulau Pinang,
- ] Tingkat 46, KOMTAR
4. K. Dasirani Seberang Perai 012 -412 2375
Datuk Mohd Noor 019-473 1172 Tengah 04 - 650 5105

Ahmad

Dato’ Omar Haji Abdul
Hamid

019 - 577 0800

5. M. Nakulan

Seberang Perai
Selatan

010 -462 0073

Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.

Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 - 261 2460 Nota:
Lim Chee Chien 012 - 521 9894 SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS
MBPP 2023

Linggeswaran a/I 013 -419 9071 Nama Telefon
Charmar

MBPP 04 - 259 2020
Muhammad Fadzli 011-1109 6646 Abdul Latif Mohamad 012 -248 5016
Roslan

Alan Lim Wei Lun 017 - 343 3995
Muhammad Fitri Termizi 011-31127702 Bakar Noordin 012 - 495 6347

Benji Ang Ming Quan 012 - 423 3227
Ng Wai Leong 016 - 4155494

Chan Soon Aun 012 - 485 0728
Ng Yee Siang 010 - 562 2698 Choong You Ray 012-456 1133

Datuk Haji Abdul Razak Abdul 012 - 464 6277
Ngoh Cheng Hai 017 - 979 0933 Rahman

David Chen Wooi Teong 012-4921114
Norly Masitah 013 - 582 2503 Hari Krishnan a/l Ramakrishnan 010 - 505 5571
Mohamed Noor

Koay Gaik Kee 016 - 447 5088
N hani -
Mopaaal | 019 -477 3784 Lee Seng Hwai 016 - 440 6798

Mohd Faruk Abdul Rahman 012-552 1820
Nurhidayah Che Rose 010 - 388 7977

Mohd Hafiz Abd. Aziz 019 - 480 6273
Nur Aishah Zainol 019 - 407 6197 N

Mohd Roshidi Roslan 019 - 555 6607

. Mohd Suhairi Arumugam 016 - 521 3369

Ong Jing Cheng 012-758 3779 Abdullah

Ooi Mei Mei 011-1443 8734
Ooi Yong Wooi 016 -421 1196 .

Quah Boon Lim 017 - 462 2431
Ponnudurai a/l 012- 4233578 N El e o1y - Slieetrs
V Anthony Srinvasagam

Saiful Azwan Abd. Malik 016 - 465 2787
Predeeb Kumar a/I 016 - 498 5421 : ; _
Kalidass Shafiz Rahim Raja 012 - 426 8926

Tan Chiew Choon 019 - 470 4499
Teh Chuann Yien 010 - 441 7749

Tan Soo Siang 012 - 475 2453

Theng Jie Wey 016-4187108
Zainuddin Mohamed 012 - 479 4200

Vickneson a/l Rajendran 016 - 489 6162
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Telling ‘Our Story’

25th Miao Hui

uStory by Norman Sim
=Pix by Adleena Rahayu Ahmad Radzi

ENANG’s well-known cultural

Pbrand Miao Hui will take place next

Feb 18 on the ninth day of the Chi-

nese lunar calendar at the heritage pre-

cinct of George Town from 4pm to 11pm.

Next year’'s event marks the 25th an-
niversary of Miao Hui.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow praised
the Penang Chinese Clan Council (PCCC)
for hosting the event and the Penang
Cultural Inheritors Society (Inheritors)
for planning and coordinating the event
since April this year.

Chow announced that the Miao Hui
event will cover 12 streets within the
George Town heritage area and will involve
the participation of more than 20 ances-
tral halls, guild halls and temples, many of
which are more than a century old.

“Besides showcasing the customs or
cultural practices we inherited from our

forefathers, the public will also get to ap-
preciate the stories behind the occupa-
tions or industries pioneered by them at
the time when they first arrived in Penang.

“I think I have participated in the Miao
Hui event for more than 20 years and
yet, | still have a different feeling every
year and | continue to learn from every
annual participation.

“I look forward to the exciting temple
fairs that all the volunteers, under the
leadership of the clan council and Inheri-
tors, will bring to us,” Chow said.

He said the event, which is supported
by the state government, aims to awak-
en interest in cultural heritage among the
younger generation.

Chow shared the state government’s
aim to develop the Miao Hui annual
event into an internationally renowned
brand. He mentioned that policies and
strategies will be discussed to achieve
this goal, building on the hard work of the
organisers to make Miao Hui 2024 inter-

Chow (centre) and Lau (fourth from right) with members of PCCC and Inheritors.

nationally recognised.

Organising chairman Leong Keng Fei
expressed his gratitude for the trust
placed in the PCCC and Inheritors by the
state government since the event was
first held in 1999.

“We have established over 40 exhibi-
tion teams to curate cultural aspects of
each clan association, street and stage.

“The theme of the 2024 Miao Hui is
“Our Story” as we want to focus on col-
lecting and presenting the precious culk
tural and industry history established by

our ancestors in Penang. This is to help
people understand how our Penang fore-
bears paved the way in earlier times.

“The success of next year's Miao Hui
relies on the hard work of our volunteers,
therefore, we also call upon the public to
join the volunteer teams,” said Leong.

Miao Hui event master planner Chong
Jian Mei hopes that the theme “Our Sto-
ry” will give attendees an opportunity to
turn back time and re-experience unfor-
gettable and beautiful memories so as to
arouse a collective resonance.
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For a taste of pure ¢

mStory and pix by Kevin Vimal

ROM a small canteen serving
Fmeals for students attending clas-

sical dance and music classes, An-
nalakshmi, the key arm of the Temple of
Fine Arts (TFA), has grown to be a veg-
etarian restaurant par excellence.

Buletin Mutiara had the privilege of in-
terviewing J. Balakumar, a senior mem-
ber overseeing the operations at Annal-
akshmi, who said the canteen-turned-
restaurant was not at all aimed at the
public.

“Our humble beginnings started in
1985 when TFA was first established
in Penang, as an extension to the main
set-up in Kuala Lumpur, which was intro-
duced in 1984.

“As we all know, TFA primarily focuses
on traditional dance and music classes.
The small canteen at TFA was initially
set up to cater to the students attending
these classes.

“There was a recession in the 90s
that resulted in price hikes for all the raw
materials, crippling a lot of businesses
and we were not spared.

“However, through collective efforts A

and the drive to practise sustainability
in whatever we do, we weathered the

storm. Today, Annalakshmi is an estab- &

lished brand under TFA, serving pure

vegetarian meals to the public,” Bala- c

kumar said during the interview on Oct
15 at TFA Penang chapter at Lebuhraya
Babington in George Town.

While Annalakshmi’s philosophy of
“eat as you like, pay as you wish”, which
was envisioned by Swami Shantanand,
remains a core value, Balakumar said

“Over time, in the 90s, word of mouth £’

about our food operations started §
spreading far and beyond, leading to
requests to open beyond Sundays, the

only day the canteen initially operated.

“So, we looked at the prospect of (Wit

prise, we could sense that the chain was
about to get bigger with many requests
coming in.

“Fast forward, we went through a lot
of ups and downs because we didn’t
know whether we were going in the right
direction.

“We were not sure if opening a proper
restaurant was the ideal thing to do be-
cause the fundamental purpose of this
place in the initial years was to provide
food only on Sundays.

“Our Guru, Swami Shantanand Saras-
wathi, was informed about this matter,
and he questioned us if we were serious
about the venture.

“He knew what we should be ex
pecting out of this approach, and fair
enough, it was not a pleasurable activity
but a painful one in its early years.

opening on Saturdays, and to our sur- b

the ages and which will satisfy all diners.

slight adjustments had to be made to
stay relevant in the food industry.
“Our mission is not profit-driven, but

. we aim to stay relevant and serve our

purpose at the same time.

“We don’t wish to run a business at
a loss, and at the same time, we don’t
want to be held under a sponsorship
programme because we have a hame to
uphold.

“The prices of raw materials, fresh
produce and other main cooking items
are no longer how they used to be. So,
to complement and stay in the market,
we had to make several adjustments to
our existing philosophy.

“We are a not-for-profit organisation.
That doesn’'t mean we don’t make a
profit at all; we do but not an outrageous
one.

“It is important that we remodel our-
selves, and adopt necessary measures
to stay functional in this period.

“Our objective is to make enough
money so that we can cover the opera-
tional expenses, which are vital to en-
sure this set-up sustains.

“Annalakshmi’s philosophy may have

BE

—TE Y
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oo
/Annalakshmilmakes T
dining{a(pleasurable

shifted but the prime aim is to provide
an experience of a kind, which is not just
food but food of a very different experi-
ence,” he added.

Relatively, he said the three most im-
portant stakeholders in a food business
that must be protected by any means
necessary are the bank, suppliers and
the staff.

The restaurant boasts a team of well-
trained cooks, including a pioneer staff

who has been with the Annalakshmi
group for 25 years, having worked in
countries such as Singapore and India.
He is having his stint now in Penang.

According to Balakumar, customers
come to Annalakshmi because it serves
different types of dishes daily, and “paal
appam” (tasty, lacy and fluffy pancakes
made from ground, fermented rice and
coconut batter) stands out as a top fa-
vourite.

y

< A Vegetarian meal sets that are one for
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uStory by Christopher Tan
=Pix by Wong Sook Shyan,
Christopher Tan and courtesy
of Norm Micro Roastery

WO former high school
T classmates with disparate

gualifications - one in ac-
counting and the other in ma-
rine science, best friends Miles
Teow and Lee Shi Hong experi-
enced great difficulties before
they grew their local roaster and
coffee company with two other
business collaborators.

After completing their high
school studies, Teow took up
accounting at INTI International
University and Colleges, while
Lee pursued marine science in
Tasmania, Australia.

While completing his studies,
Teow realised that he preferred
a more exciting career instead
of being an accountant after he
graduated.

“I love coffee and, back then,
the coffee café culture was rela-
tively new.

“l got inspired to start a cof-
fee business and together with
five other partners, we started a
café in George Town.

“The business was good but
soon the direction it was head-
ing to was not what | envisioned
it to be.

“So, | sold off my share,” Te-
ow, now 34, said in an interview
with Buletin Mutiara recently.

Teow anticipated a swift re-
bound after he left his first cof-
fee business, but unfortunately,
that wasn’t the case.

Journey of tenacity, growth o

“l was jobless and was at my
lowest. Every day for over a year,
| ‘pretended’ to go to work as |
did not want to worry my par-
ents,” he said.

Meanwhile, Lee became a
marine biologist, lecturer, and
lab manager after his studies.

“l was in Australia for 11 years
and whenever | was in Penang,
Teow and | would hang out.

“When | came back in 2017, |
learnt that Teow had left his cof-
fee business.

“Together with two other busi-

The cosy
ambience of '
Norm Micro
Roastery.

ness partners, Tan Yaw Tzong
and Lim Guan Hong, we again
decided to pursue the coffee
business. In 2017, our partner-
ship began,” Lee, 34, spoke
about the history of Norm Micro
Roastery in Gat Lebuh Gereja.

Teow and Lee said initially,
the four of them were keen on
tapping the relatively new coffee
culture in Shanghai, China.

“We were travelling frequently
to Shanghai between 2017 and
2019, looking for opportunities

el | HE
Teow (second row, centre), Lee
(on Teow's right), partners and
staff taking a group photo at
Norm Micro Roastery.

to start our business there. In
the meantime, we started our
first Norm café in Carnarvon
Street in 2018,” Lee said.

Teow added despite their
strong interest in starting a busi-
ness in Shanghai, they decided
against it eventually.

“The business culture differs
significantly from our own, and a
substantial capital investment
is required to initiate the busi-
ness,” Teow said.

Lee said Norm Micro Roast-

1 Teow (standing, left) in a group photo with (seated, from right)
= ¥ Penang Legislative Assembly Speaker Datuk Law Choo Kiang,
~= Batu Lancang assemblyman Ong Ah Teong, Buddhist Tzu Chi

Merits Society Malaysia commissioner Datuk Khoo Boo Leong
and Gan Realty director Thanapon Ganthavee at Norm Micro

Roastery in Gat Lebuh Gereja.

ery in Gat Lebuh Gereja was
established around December
2019 or January 2020.

“We moved the café here
from Carnarvon Street, and af-
ter three months Covid-19 hit.

“In short, our business was
impacted again,” Lee said.

Teow and Lee said they were
grateful that the staff braved
hardships together with the
company during the period of
uncertainty.

“It was so bad that we could

no longer afford to pay their
salaries. Nevertheless, most of
our staff stayed behind and we
struggled together as a team.

“This is how we managed to
make a swift recovery once Co-
vid-19 became endemic.

“Our strength lies with our
team. Without them, all these
are just concrete and bricks,”
Teow said.

Lee said the company appre-
ciates the employees and treats
them like family.

Cardiac arrest survivors vow to learn CPR, AED

LIFE has taken a new signifi-
cance for two cardiac arrest sur-
vivors, Wong Kean Hoe, 53, and
Ng Lian Chye, 52.

Both are now undergoing
cardiopulmonary resuscitation
(CPR) training, a skill that played
a significant role in saving their
lives when they suffered sudden
cardiac arrests (SCA) in Butter-
worth and Permatang Tinggi, re-
spectively.

Their mission is to equip
themselves with the necessary
knowledge to assist others
should the need arise.

Both attended an AED instal-
lation ceremony at Auto City in
Juru on Oct 9 officiated by Pen-
ang Youth, Sports and Health
Committee chairman Daniel
Gooi Zi Sen.

It is placed prominently in

front of the Suite Hotel.

Among those present were
Bukit Tengah assemblyman
Gooi Hsiao-Leung, Penang Heart
Safe Society president Datuk
Dr Luah Lean Wah, Auto City
managing director Gary Teoh,
ZOLL national sales manager
Eric Khoo and Permatang Tinggi
Residents Association chairman
Goh Son Weng.

Last Aug 18, Wong, a ma-
chine designer, collapsed while
playing futsal with some friends
in Mak Mandin.

He stopped breathing and
had no pulse, prompting a team-
mate to initiate CPR while anoth-
er called the ambulance.

A volunteer, who learned of
the emergency, rushed to the
scene with his own AED. With
the assistance of the AED, two

electric shocks were admin-
istered, successfully reviving
Wong's heart rate and respira-
tion.

After a harrowing 15 minutes
of CPR and AED application,
Wong was sent to Seberang Ja-
ya Hospital and then to Penang
Hospital where he underwent
guadruple bypass surgery on
Sept 6.

Before this, Wong had four
stent procedures done on himin
the last 18 years, with the most
recent one three years ago.

“I'm thankful to be alive.
There were no symptoms before
| suffered the sudden cardiac ar-
rest. | was quite fit; | played fut-
sal every Friday.

“l have been given a second
lease on life. After this incident, |
cherish every day. | wake up feel-

-‘JT

Luah presenting an AED device to Goh at the AED installation
ceremony at Auto City in Juru. With them are (from left) Khoo,
Wong, Zi Sen and Ng.

ing different every day.

“Everyone should learn CPR,
and | want to learn it so | can
help others if the need arises.
You never know when your life
will cross that line,” Wong said.

For Ng, his SCA occurred
while playing badminton on Aug
29.

His wife, Wang Siew Gwek,
who was present during the in-

cident, was the first to perform
CPR on him. Subsequently, their
friends joined in, including utilis-
ing the church’s AED.

Ng was then transported to
Bukit Mertajam Hospital and
subsequently to Gleneagles
Hospital where he underwent
triple bypass surgery on Sept 2.

“We're grateful to God for this
second chance,” Wang said.
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