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HE good times, and the smiles
Ton traders’ faces, are slowly re-

turning for businesses in Penang
with domestic tourism booming once
again.

And going by comments of traders to
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow, there is
much to look forward to in 2023.

Chow said he is delighted to see a
better livelihood for the people as the
country heads towards endemicity.

“It is good to see that businesses in
Penang are flourishing once again after
being severely impacted by the Cow-
id-19 pandemic over the past two years.

“| was also told by the traders dur-
ing my walkabout today that their busi-
ness is getting better though it has yet
to reach the level of the pre-pandemic
period.

“It is my hope as the chief minister
that the situation will get better in the
year 2023. We want businesses to
continue to flourish and contribute to
the state’s economy,” Chow told Bu-
letin Mutiara after distributing 2023
calendars to traders and visitors in
Campbell Street.

Also present was Padang Kota as-
semblyman service centre director
Lau Keng Ee.

Commenting on the calendar pro-
gramme, Chow said it is a tradition
for the Padang Kota assemblyman
service centre to distribute calendars
during the year’s end.

“As the Padang Kota assembly-
man, | have been doing this for more
than 10 years.

“And while doing this, | get to lis-
ten to the views and engage with the
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Chow in a groﬁp photo with other Penangites who are thrilled to meet the Chief Minister after receiving the 2023 calendars.

taurant in Lorong Abu Siti, MS Food
Court in Jalan Macalister and the New
World Park food court to distribute cal-
endars.

constituents here to know more about
local issues that they might want to
bring up.

“Traders can breathe much better

and they are relieved that their busi-
nesses have improved,” Chow added.

Earlier, Chow and his entourage
also went to the Star Dimsum Res-

Maintain cleanliness, CM urges hawkers

CLEANLINESS is next to godliness,
goes the old saying.

“I hope traders will take care of
cleanliness of their premises and the
safety of customers with business pick-
ing up in Penang,” Chow said after visit-
ing the popular Roti Bakar Hutton Lane
in George Town on New Year’s Eve.

He joined hundreds of customers
to have breakfast there before he and
his Padang Kota Service Centre team
members distributed 2023 calendars

to many of those present.

Chow was elated to see the crowds
flocking to Penang as business is get-
ting better and better with each passing
day.

For 2023, he encouraged hawkers
and traders to ‘jia yu’ (step on the gas)
besides cautioning them to take care
of workplace cleanliness and hygiene.

“As you can see, this stall attracts
hundreds of customers every day, even
more during the festive season and

weekends.

“This is significant for local business-
es to recover from the pandemic. | think
most businesses were affected during
the pandemic but since the reopening
of borders, most, if not all, are able to
do business and attract a lot of custom-
ers in view of the fact that Penang is
still one very popular tourist destination
for all Malaysians.

*Turn to p3
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IGHT mangrove forest
Eareas in Penang have

been gazetted as per-
manent reserved forests by
the state government in a bid
to conserve and preserve the
environment better.

On Oct 5 last year, the state
executive council approved the
move to gazette 676.48ha of
mangrove forest areas as per-
manent reserved forests.

The mangrove forest areas
were gazetted as permanent re-
served forests on Dec 15 last
year under the National Forestry
Act 1984 (Act 313).

The eight mangrove forest ar-
eas are Pulau Betong reserved
forest (1.22ha), Juru reserved
forest (22.56ha), Chenaam
reserved forest (190.11ha
& 58.63ha), Sungai Udang
reserved forest (44.45ha &
10.9ha), Pasir Gebu reserved
forest (127.58ha), Lahar Endin
reserved forest (129.1ha), Kua-

la Bekah reserved .3 s
forest  (69.7ha) T

and Air Hitam =
Dalam reserved [ |
forest (22.08ha). |

State Welfare
and Environment Committee
chairman Phee Boon Poh (pix)
said the latest addition brought
the total hectarage of perma-
nent reserved forest in Penang
(which was gazetted under the
National Forestry Act 1984) to
6,063.25ha, an increase of
18.86% from 2019 when Pen-
ang recorded 5,100.93ha of
permanent reserved forest.

“Of the total permanent
reserved forest hectarage in
Penang (6,063.25ha), some
1,057.52ha are permanent re-
served mangrove forests,” he
said in an interview on Jan 5.

He said the latest perma-
nent reserved mangrove forests
also comprised the 326.49ha
Penaga coastal areas which are
hotspots for magnificent migra-
tory birds.

now permanent're
forests 3

It is touted that over 100 spe-
cies of birds — migratory and lo-
cal ones —would gather at these
spots in search of food.

Between March and June,
travellers touring along Sun-
gai Abdul, Sungai Lahar Endin,
and Sungai Tembus in north
Seberang Perai by boat will be
stunned by the magnificent mi-
gratory birds in the picturesque
landscape there.

Migratory Asian openbills
(Anastomus oscitans), storks
and herons are often seen rest-
ing on trees along these rivers.

Phee said the state govern-
ment, through the state Environ-
ment Committee on Sept 11,
2019, had decided and agreed
that 38 mangrove forest loca-
tions (plots of land belonging to
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the government and its agen-
cies) comprising 1,619.22ha
(digital expanse) were deemed
suitable to be gazetted as per-
manent reserved forests.
“Since 676.48ha of man-
grove forest have been gazetted
as permanent reserved man-
grove forest on Dec 15 last year,
there is still some 942.74ha of

Migratory and local birds would
gather at these hotspots in
search of food. - Filepic
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mangrove forest remaining and
yet to be gazetted.

“The Penang government will
cautiously carry out the process
to ensure everything is in or-
der,” he added.

Phee said the Penang govern-
ment is committed to conserv-
ing and preserving the environ-
ment for a sustainable future.

Chow (centre), together with Ramasamy (fourth from right), Goh (fourth from left), Soon (fifth 'from

left), and the school board members during their visit.

RM100,000 boost for SJK(C) Chung Hwa 3

THE Penang government recent-
ly announced an allocation of
RM100,000 for SJK(C) Chung
Hwa 3 in Perai.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said the donation was to
assist the school in its repair
works and upgrading projects.

“The special contribution is
to help the school to conduct
repair works involving some
broken structures in the school,
upgrade its hall and library, and
also to buy some digital learning
equipment for the pupils.

“l was told that the estimat-
ed cost of the repair works and
upgrading projects is around
RM1.5 million.

“And | hope that the donation
could assist in some way.

“The donation announced
today also shows that the
state government has never ne-
glected its duty to ensure that
this school and various other
schools in the state are well
equipped (in terms of their facili-
ties) and in a good condition to
accept new intakes every year,”
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Chow said in his speech during
his visit to the school recently.

Also present were Deputy
Chief Minister Il Prof Dr P. Ra-
masamy, who is also the Perai
assemblyman, state Youth and
Sports Committee chairman
Soon Lip Chee, Bukit Tambun
assemblyman Goh Choon Aik
and SJK(C) Chung Hwa 3 head-
mistress Goay Swee Kee.

Those who wish to donate to
the school fund can contact the
school secretary Heng Soo Aun
at 012-4528678.

112 get Penang Centennial
Heritage Excellence Award

THE Penang government on
Jan 5 awarded 112 recipients
the Penang Centennial Heritage
Excellence Award to recognise
their outstanding contributions
that have propelled the state’s
excellence in the past century.

Held for the first time, Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow said
this initiative reflects the
state’s commitment to trea-
suring and giving due recogni-
tion to all the organisations,
associations, societies, edu-
cational institutions, business-
es, services or related groups
that have played a vital role in
Penang’s development.

“These century-old prem-
ises come from different back-
grounds, and they all have a
unique story to tell.

“It is truly applaudable what
they have achieved so far, espe-
cially working tirelessly to con-
serve, preserve and protect the
heritage values of their respec-
tive buildings.

“All these years, these prem-
ises have had to stay relevant to
complement the advancement
the world is going through, and
it is not easy considering that
they have to retain the original
identity while working to im-
prove the necessary elements.

“Also not forgetting the
group of professionals with

backgrounds in sociology, po-
litical science, architecture and
other relevant areas for equally
playing a vital role in assisting
these premises to receive their
awards today.

“All that is being done today
is important because it will be
directed to our future genera-
tions and it will certainly help
them build a better future for
all,” Chow said in his speech
during the award ceremony on
Jan b.

Hameediyah Restaurant,
Eastern & Oriental Hotel,
Pitchay Gunny Fashion House,
Penang Free School, Penang
Chinese Girls’ School, Penang
Hill Corporation, Young Wom-
en's Christian Association (YW-
CA) and the Balik Pulau Hospital
were among the 112 recipients
that received their awards.

The recipients were awarded
a plaque and certificate each by
Chow.

Chow added Penang has al
ways been fond of the heritage
values that popular buildings
carry in the state.

Also present during the cer-
emony were State Secretary
Datuk Mohd Sayuthi Bakar,
Penang State Heritage commis-
sioner Rosli Nor and Seberang
Perai City Council (MBSP) may-
or Datuk Azhar Arshad.
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HE state government,
Tthrough Penang Develop-
ment Corporation (PDC),
will continue to explore vari-
ous sectors, especially new
ones, to increase its income.
Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who is also PDC chair-
man, said this was among
PDC’s plans for this year.
“Although 2023 may be a
challenging year, as various
parties including economic
experts have predicted an
economic recession, PDC will
continue to focus on its cur-
rent sectors and also explore
new ones.
“The new sectors include
solar project, build and lease,
project management, industri-
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al park management and em-
powering PDC subsidiaries.

“And we believe all of
these initiatives will further
enhance PDC’s source of
income,” Chow said in his
speech during the PDC Annu-
al Dinner at The TOP, Komtar
recently.

Also present at the event
were Deputy Chief Minister
| Datuk Ahmad Zakiyuddin
Abdul Rahman, Deputy Chief
Minister Il Prof Dr P. Ramasa-
my and PDC chief executive
officer Datuk Aziz Bakar.

According to Chow, PDC al-
so expects Bandar Cassia in
Batu Kawan, which is the third
township developed by the
corporation after Bandar Bay-

Transit centre for
homeless to open in April

THE transit centre for the home-
less in Jalan C.Y. Choy in George
Town is now completed and is
expected to be operational in
April.

State Welfare and Environ-
ment Committee chairman
Phee Boon Poh said the con-
tractor was supposed to fin-
ish the project earlier but due
to some delay, the RM4.9
million project was complet-
ed in January.

The centre, which would ca-
ter for the homeless in Komtar
and its surrounding areas, is
equipped with 88 beds and sep-
arate dormitories for men and
women, and the disabled.

It also has other facilities
like a workshop for residents to
learn living skills, an administra-
tive office, an open-air laundry
yard, collection centre for Muti-
ara Food Bank to help feed the
poor, proposed gallery and a Bo-
hemian-style café, especially for
students to study and to have
quiet discussions.

“Based on a survey done be-
fore the Covid-19 pandemic, 72
homeless people at the Komtar
bus terminal needed help. We
will update the records.

“The state government wants
these homeless people to live
with some dignity and honour.

“Some of them have their
own homes but due to some
family matters, they do not want

to stay at home. We have suc-
ceeded in helping a few to rec-
oncile. When you bring the fami-
ly together, you feel so nice. You
feel the power of love.

“We also take into account
that by 2030 we will have an
aging society. So, the centre will
have some activities for them
as we promote active aging,”
Phee told Buletin Mutiara in an
interview recently.

He said during the daytime,
the centre would be run by the
Buddhist Tzu Chi Merits Society
in Penang, a non-governmental
organisation. Other NGOs, he
said, are welcome to discuss
the running of the centre.

Phee said when the transit
centre is ready, he would ap-
peal to NGOs which wanted to
donate packed food to the poor
to register with the centre.

“Sometimes, there are five
or six groups which come to
the Komtar area to gjve packed
food to the needy. The donors
have the best of intentions, but
because of surplus food, the re-
cipients throw them away here
and there.

“As a result, this has attract-
ed rats, dogs and cats, thus giv-
ing the state a bad image. That
is why when the transit centre is
ready, we would like those who
want to donate food to register
with the centre to prevent sheer
wastage,” Phee explained.
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an Baru and Bandar Seberang
Jaya, to become the destina-
tion of choice for investment,
business, work, study, recre-
ation, healthcare and a crowd-
focal location in the state.
“The education component
will continue to be strength-
ened by bringing in or building

*From p1

“And you can see when we
asked around just now, 90%
are from outside Penang. It
was the same when | visited
some food courts the other
day. | would also say that the
majority of the patrons were
from out of Penang coming
here to enjoy Penang during
the holidays.

“But the fact is people still
prefer to patronise roadside
stalls because it has a very
special feeling and also the
environment even under the
hot sun.

“The long queue makes the
food even more tempting ...
at the end of the queue, you
have some good food waiting
for you.

“This is all Penang can of-
fer and we are happy that we
are returning to normal. The
economy and businesses are
important to us.

“We hope that Penangites
jia yu! (step on the gas). We
can all grow together as we
move into the Year 2023,”
Chow said.

Chow, who is also the Ba-
tu Kawan MP and Padang
Kota assemblyman, and his
service team were warmly
welcomed by the stall owner
Ahmed Ansari Abdul Jabbar,
his son AL Muhajer and An-

more education and learning
centres in Bandar Cassia.

“That includes internation-
al schools, medical training
centres and others.

“It is also my hope that
PDC continues to play its
role as a ‘game changer’ in
Penang by leading the socio-
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economic development of the
state,” Chow added.

During the dinner, Chow ex-
pressed his sincere gratitude
and appreciation to PDC staff
for their commitment and tire-
less efforts all these years.

“Let us all bring PDC to
greater heights,” said Chow.

Chow: Step on the gas

Chow, Lau (second from left) and Chee (left) together with
Ahmed Ansari (third from right), Muhajer (second from right) and
Mohamed Nasir in a group photo at the Roti Bakar Hutton Lane.

sari’s cousin Mohamed Nasir
Mohideen when they arrived
around 8.30am.

The service team members
included the Padang Kota Ser-
vice Centre director Lau Keng
Ee and Padang Kota Service
Centre personal assistant
Johnny Chee.

The Roti Bakar Hutton Lane
was established in 1957
by Ansari’s father before it
moved to its present location
at Jalan Phee Choon, which is
off Jalan Penang, some five
to six years ago.

It is famous for its “roti ba-

kar telur goyang”, “roti balut
telur”, “roti bakar George-
town”, “roti canai telur goy-

ang cheese” and "teh tarik”,
among others.
Many of the customers

cious breakfast here,”

were surprised by Chow’'s

presence, more so when

they were presented with the

2023 calendars.
They came from all over Ma-
laysia such as Kuala Lumpur,

Selangor, Pahang, Johor, Ke-
dah and Perak.

Three Thai tourists from
Bangkok — W. Pattarawdee, S.
Karathon and K. Prapavadee —
all in their 20s, were also spot-

ted enjoying their breakfast
there.

“We are spending two days
in Penang after having visited
Kuala Lumpur for three days.

We got to know about Roti

Bakar Hutton Lane through
Instagram.

“I must say we had a deli-
said
Karathon.



Starting 202
healthy note ¢

as some 5,000 participants
from all walks of life kicked off
the New Year by taking part in the
11th edition of the City Walk or-
ganised by the Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) at Padang Kota.
Celebrated in tandem with
Penang City Day, the enthusias-
tic participants took time off to
discover the historical buildings
and unique street art pieces
and installations in the heritage
enclave during the 5km walk.
Many came with their fami-
lies and friends to sweat it out.
Many of them also took the

IT was a “healthy” start to 2023

chance to have photographs tak-
en with Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow and other state leaders.

They also captured the sce-
nic view around the city centre.

Earlier, Chow flagged off
the event at Padang Kota at
7.30am.

“This is the beginning of the
Year 2023, and | wish everyone
here a Happy New Year!

“Today, we have a 5km City
Walk while the next day, we will
have an 82km City Ride,” he
said in his speech.

Both events are part of Pen-
ang City Day celebrations.

Oll

Chow flagging off the participants of the 5km walk.

MBPP mayor Datuk Yew Tung
Seang, who was also present,
was delighted with the over-
whelming response.

“It is a beautiful day today
and | hope everyone will enjoy
the City Walk,” he said.

Chow and other state leaders
present also joined in the walk.

Among them were deputy Ed-
ucation Minister Lim Hui Ying,
who is also Tanjung MP, state
Tourism and Creative Economy
Committee chairman Yeoh Soon
Hin, state Youth and Sports
Committee chairman Soon Lip
Chee, state Social Development
and Non-Religious Committee

chairman Chong Eng, state
Entrepreneurial  Development,
Trade and Industry Committee
chairman Datuk Abdul Halim
Hussain, state assemblymen,
and Terengganu State Secre-
tary Tengku Seri Bijaya Raja Da-
tuk Tengku Farok Hussin Tengku
Abdul Jalil.

Ngoo (front row, second from left) and Yeoh presenting their respectlve cheques to Maniam.
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Financial aid for physically disabled man

IT was a pleasant start to
2023 for Maniam Kannu when
Paya Terubong assemblyman
Yeoh Soon Hin and Penang
Care Society (formerly known
as PgCare Alliance) members
visited him at his house re-
cently.

During the visit on Dec
31 last year, Yeoh and Pen-
ang Care Society presented
Maniam, 58, with a total of
RM3,500 to help him with his
daily expenses. He also re-
ceived some grocery items.

Yeoh contributed RM1,000
while the Penang Care Society
gave RM2,500.

Earlier, it was reported by

Buletin Mutiara that Maniam
needed some financial assis-
tance.

According to the report, he
suffered from polio when he
was just three years old, which
impacted his walking ability.

Then, he was forced to re-
sign from his job as a machine
operator following an accident
in October 2014.

Part of his right leg had to
be amputated after the seri-
ous accident because he is al-
so a diabetic and since then,
he has relied on his wheel-
chair for mobility.

Maniam said his family
has been struggling to pay its

monthly home loan,
from its daily expenses.

Recently, his disabled wife
S. Jayalalitha, 55, was hos-
pitalised due to tuberculosis
(TB).

Following that, another un-
fortunate event happened to
Maniam when part of his left
leg was also amputated.

Penang Care Society chair-
man Dr Ngoo Seong Boon
said his team would find ways
to help Maniam with his liveli-
hood.

“We are also connecting
with other NGOs to help him
sustain for a longer term,”
Ngoo said.
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Anonymous platform for counselling

IT is sometimes not
easy to share our
problems with oth-
ers due to various
reasons like being
ashamed of any
stigma or feeling un-
comfortable.

Instead of com-
municating verbally,
there is another
platform for those who seek to
communicate through a mobile
application by text messages.

Known as PlusVibes mobile
application, it is aimed at pro-
viding a platform for those who
need support and motivation
anonymously.

In a phone interview with Bu-
letin Mutiara recently, its chief
executive officer Madiha Fuad
(pix) said every conversation
between those seeking coun-
selling and the anonymous per-
son would remain confidential.

“We are purely here to com-
fort and motivate people not
to give up their lives. There's
no judging, no backbiting and
most importantly, everything is
private and confidential.

“PlusVibes was developed
in 2020 when | had a harrow-
ing experience of permanent
nerve damage. | was hyperven-
tilating and fell into depression
and the only way for me to pick
myself up was by finding sup-
port and motivation.

“Since then, | developed
this mobile application to as-
sist with counselling those in
need.

“Today, PlusVibes has a

team which believes
in the mission of sup-
porting those who are
silently struggling.
% Our focus is to pre-
vent mental stress
| from developing into
. mental illness as the
|| key to this is through
emotional support,”
she said.

Since the country’s first all-
in-one mental health and well-
being mobile application was
launched, they have a team of
about 300 Vibers.

Vibers are those with a psy-
chology or counselling edu-
cation background who have
passed their onboarding pro-
gramme.

Madiha noted that there
would always be tough chap-
ters in life.

“All we need is a cheer-
leader and a comforter to get
us through those challenging
times. PlusVibes wants to be
someone society can count on
for support.

“We believe that awareness
is the key to steer away from
the mental health stigma by
embarking on a self-develop-
ment approach,” she added.

Stressing the importance of
remaining anonymous, Madiha
said people feel comfortable
sharing their concerns.

“We have 40,000 users till
now and we have hundreds of
requests daily. Since its launch
two years ago, we have pre-
vented about 900 suicide ide-
ations,” she said.

|
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URING the peak of the
ovid-19 pandemic, it
was the logistics industry

which ensured all vital items
were delivered as scheduled.
Describing logistics as one
of the essential services in the
country, Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow said the performance
of logistics companies did not
lapse even during the lockdown

period.

“They made sure that the
critical  personal  protective
equipment (PPE), medicines,

foods, raw materials, and fin-
ished goods were delivered
around the world.

“The Penang government
has always supported human
capital development, which
includes logistics and supply
chain sectors. We want more
professional logisticians as we
know that ‘no logistics, means
no shopping’.

“Hence, we value the contri-
butions from the logistics indus-
try to the state.
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Chow, seen here in a group photo with the logisticians, lauded them on their vital role in the state's development.

.

Crucial role of logistics industry

“A strong logistics infrastruc-
ture and trained professional
logisticians are crucial in real-
ising our Penang2030 vision,”
he said in his speech during the
Society of Logisticians Malaysia
(LogM) Logistician Admission
Ceremony 2022 recently.

It was hosted by LogM and
was attended by professional
logisticians from most states in
Malaysia.

Chow pointed out that Pen-
ang has many multinational cor-
porations.

“l am confident the number
of corporations in the state will

grow in the future.

“Our impressive success is
a testament of our tenacious
industrial ecosystem.

“Penang Port can now be a
preferred choice for shipping
lines to bring their cargo move-
ments from the Indian Subcon-
tinent and Middle East to Pen-
ang for trans-shipment after the
North Butterworth Container
Terminal (NBCT) was gazetted
as a free zone since last year,”
he said.

Chow also looked forward to
seeing more young people tak-
ing part in the logjstics study

programme before joining the
profession.

LogM president Prof Chang
Kah Loon expressed his utmost
gratitude to Chow for his pres-
ence.

“During the movement con-
trol order, the logistics industry
continued to perform to ensure
a smooth flow of cargo move-
ment, regardless of aviation,
maritime, land transportation
and supply chain management.

“We are always ready to
work with the state, trade asso-
ciations, industries, universities
or institutes of higher learning,

and professional bodies to lift
Penang to greater heights,” he
added.

In the event event, a total of
142 professional logjsticians
were involved in the admission
ceremony.

Also present were LogM hon-
orary adviser Datuk Syed Moha-
mad Aidid Syed Murtaza, LogM
honorary presidents Datuk Dr
Yee Thiam Sun and Wong Yin
Fatt, LogM deputy president As-
sociate Prof Adam Mohd Saifu-
din and LogM vice-presidents
Associate Prof Yudi Fernando
and Francis Khor.
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Chong Eng presenting
a certificate to one of
the recipients during
the ceremony while
Ong (right) looks on.
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Nurturing women entrepreneurs

IT is vital to nurture women to
become entrepreneurs so that
they can be more independent
and have an income, says state
executive councillor Chong Eng.

Chong Eng, who is in charge
of Social Development and Non-
Islamic Religious Affairs, said
by becoming entrepreneurs,
women would have the privilege
of better managing their time.

“This, in turn, will provide
them with a more effective
work-life balance.

“There is no doubt that there
are women who have to stop
working because they need to
take care of their children.

“Some of them are also
forced to take long leave be-
cause they have to take care
of their elderly parents and this
has caused them to eventually
quit their job.

“Thus, by venturing into
entrepreneurship, it can help
them to manage their daily rou-
tine effectively, and to avoid
being over-dependent on their
husband,” Chong Eng said in
her speech during the Penang
Women Entrepreneur Mentoring
Programme (PWEMP) 3.0 cer-
tificate presentation ceremony

recently.
Also present were state En-
trepreneurial Development,

Trade and Industry Committee

chairman Datuk Abdul Halim
Hussain and Penang Wom-
en’s Development Corporation
(PWDC) chief executive officer
Ong Bee Leng.

According to Chong Eng, the
Penang government through
PWDC has carried out various
initiatives and programmes
over the years to assist wom-
en to become successful en-
trepreneurs.

“Among those initiatives is
the PWEMP, which is a plat-
form for women entrepreneurs
to network.

“The programme also pro-
vides them with a good sup-
port system.

“This is in line with our ob-
jective to achieve the target
of having 40% small-medium
enterprises (SMEs) owned by
women by 2030, and for that
we need at least 100,000
women entrepreneurs.

“So, this programme is
among the platforms to help re-
alise the target,” she said.

Speaking about PWEMP 3.0,
Chong Eng said the mentoring
programme managed to attract
150 participants or mentees.

“And | hope that all the men-
tees who have benefited from
this programme would become
mentors to continue empower-
ing women,” she added.
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

sT% 04-2260218
F) 04 -226 0218

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Dato’ Ir. Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul
Rahman

T) 04 - 575 6526
F) 04 - 575 6526

NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ‘ NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG No Tel/ No Faks

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

04 - 649 3976
04 - 649 3976

N.01 PENAGA
YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah

T)

N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Haiji Mohd. Tuah Ismail

(T) 04 - 866 0214

N.02 BERTAM
YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishaq

(
gn 013 - 430 6400
P) 04-576 7606

N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 383 2131
F) 04 -383 9131

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU
YB Phee Boon Poh
h npoh nan: v.my:;

pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 - 2620860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04 - 261 8745

N.12 PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin
norlela.arifin@gmail.com

ST% 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 530 3028
F) 04 - 530 3028

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
j ingh nan v.m

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain
pusatkhidmatn37@gmail.com

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee

(T) 04 - 331 0163

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

(T) 04 - 890 3866

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

T) 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtar@dappg.org

T) 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.06 TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal
mustafakamal.mkba@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n%.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 305 4962

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil
faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04- 5211106

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee
berapit@dappg.org

ST% 017 - 813 3509
F) 04 -540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon
kllee78@gmail.com

sT% 013-399 0519
F) 04-551 1442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsico-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

ET% 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

T) 04 - 502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
jawi@dappg.org

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah
ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

(T)

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng

limguaneng@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit
pulautikuskadun@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 228 5298
016 - 6912548
016 - 4152548

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen
pengkalankota@dappg.org

ST 04 -250 1522
F) 04 -250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
agirtam@dappg.org

(T) 04 - 829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam
kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail

T) 04 - 293 7545
F) 04 - 293 7546

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
YB Nor Hafizah Othman

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor

(M)

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin

T) 04 - 548 4541
F) 04 - 548 4541

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH

YB Zulkifli lbrahim ]
n21adunsgacheh@gmail.com

N.40 TELUK BAHANG

YB Zolkifly Md. Lazim m

PENANG CARE SOCIETY

Hotline
T) 04-291 0123

04 -6427777

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

DAP PENANG HQ
dappenang@dapmalaysia.org

04 - 228 8482
04-228 8514

N.01 PENAGA
Aida Yusof Rawa
gidarawa54@yahoo.com

(T) 019 - 338 2668

PKR PENANG HQ

(T) 04-397 0115

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
Mohd. Taupek Abd. Rahman
hajifek@gmail.com

(T) 019 - 415 3850

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Muhammad Fitri Termizi

fitritermizi@amanah.org.my

(T) 011 -3112 7702

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN NEGERI 04-262 1957
PBA (PUSAT PANGGILAN 24 JAM)  04-255 8255
KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF
SOCSO

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ
JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-656 4131
04-398 8809
04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA
FERI (GEORGETOWN)

( BUTTERWORTH)
JAMBATAN PP

04-261 0058
04-828 8880
04-210 2363
04-310 2377
04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTHO04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN
KANAK-KANAK

CAP

BEFRIENDERS PENANG

PERPUSTAKAAN PP

ﬁ penanglawancovid19

04-829 4046

04-829 9511
04-281 5161
04-281 1108
04-229 8555
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SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MBSP 2022
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MBSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
Ahmad Rizal Abd. 019 - 464 6696 . .
Hamid 1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut Penyelia 013 - 449 0366
Bahagian
Ahmad Tarmizi Jusoh 012 - 487 7575 Kewarganegaraan
2. K. Velan Barat Daya 018 - 394 4537
Anuar Yusoff 016 - 461 6390
04 -507 5390 _ ;
3. Lim Zheng Han Seberang Perai . . 011 - 1244 7167
Utara Pejabat Bahagian
Chee Yeeh Keen 019 - 455 7731 Kewarganegaraan Pulau Pinang,
] ] Tingkat 46, KOMTAR
4. K. Nirmala Seberang Perai 017 -5720272
Cheen Goon Hooi 012 - 402 0923 Tengah 04 - 650 5105
5. K. Viknesh Prabu Seberang Perai 012 - 693 4786
David Marshel a/l 019 - 412 3397 Selatan
Pakianathan 04 - 399 6689
Delakan a/l Ratha 012 - 584 4437 Nota:
Krisnak Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.
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Camp improvesi

students’

digital Iiteracy "

IDING the digital wave
Ris crucial, especially for

children, to secure a
better future.

In view of this, Tech Dome
Penang organised the second
Penang Digital Literacy Camp
(PDLC) for pupils and stu-
dents, exposing them to digi-
tal technology.

The camp was held from Dec
9 to 22 last year at Tech Dome
Penang.

Tech Dome Penang chief ex-
ecutive officer Khoo Boo Wooi
said the camp provided an op-
portunity for the participants to
learn more about digjtal technol-
ogy and at the same time raised
public awareness.

“The participants took part
in 61 sessions of workshops
throughout the 14-day camp.
There were virtual and face-to-
face workshops.

“Among the programmes
held were ‘Introduction to Rob-
lox’, ‘Introduction to Minecraft’,
‘Machine Learning for Begin-

er, ‘Data Analytics with Tab-

leau’, ‘Cyber Security’, ‘Python
Programming’, ‘Scratch Pro-
gramming’, ‘Game Design with
Scratch’, and ‘loT Smart system
using Arduino’.

“The free camp received
strong participation from 1,955
people. They were not only from
Penang but also from other
states, including Perlis, Perak,

1

Lee (centre row, fourth from right), Khoo (centre row, third from right), event partners and the
participants in a group photo after the closing ceremony.

Kedah, Terengganu, Sarawak,
Johor, and others,” he said in
his speech during the closing
ceremony of the camp.

Khoo said the PDLC 2.0 was
the last event before the end of
2022.

He also thanked the Pen-
ang Chief Minister's Office,
co-organisers (Forward School,
UOW Malaysia KDU, SwissPac
Edu, Caritech and CodeKidz),
and sponsors — Analog Devic-
es, Greatech Technology Ber-

had, and Motorola Solutions
— for their support towards the
event.

Pulau Tikus assemblyman
Chris Lee conveyed his heart-
felt congratulations to Tech
Dome Penang for successfully
organising the camp.

“I am happy to learn that
some 280 underprivileged
students from rural areas in
five districts were transport-
ed by bus to take part in the
Scratch programmes.

“The camp acted as a plat-
form for the participants to
be exposed to digital tech-
nology at a young age. The
knowledge obtained could
help them in the future,” Lee,
who is also a Penang Tech
Centre board member, said.

Also present were Penang
Tech Centre board member
Datuk Cheok Lay Leng, Pen-
ang STEM general manager
Richard Chung, and the event
partners.

Link-up to boost
medical tourism

THE Penang Centre of Medi-
cal Tourism (P.Med) on Jan 2
signed a protocol of medical
tourism collaboration with PT
Citilink Indonesia to further
enhance the medical tourism
sector in Penang.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, as the guest of honour
during the ceremony, thanked
Citilink for their existing part-
nership with Penang as they
have been actively offering
connectivity that enables pa-
tients to visit hospitals in the
state, especially Indonesians
from Medan and Jakarta.

“Today marks another im-
portant step in our efforts to
further strengthen the ties be-
tween Penang and Indonesia,
and we hope that through this
protocol of collaboration sign-
ing, we will ensure patients
are given the best possible
treatment while here.

“We will ensure that our
hospitals, hotels, travel
agents, tour guides and all
those in the travel industry
will work together to bring a
seamless and hassle-free ex-
perience for medical tourists
in Penang.

“In 2019, Penang received

nearly 480,000 medical tour-
ists, generating RM730 mil-
lion in revenue.

“This amounted to nearly
50% of the total revenue for
Malaysia from medical tour-
ism.

“This is very good for our
economy. It is also something
we are very proud of because
it shows that Penang has sur-
vived as a tourism and medi-
cal destination for tourists,”
Chow said in his speech dur-
ing the signing of a protocol
of medical tourism collabora-
tion with PT Citlink Indonesia
on Jan 2.

Signing on behalf of P.Med
was state Tourism and Cre-
ative Economy Committee
chairman Yeoh Soon Hin,
while for Citilink was its chief
commercial and cargo officer,
Ichwan F. Argus.

The signing was witnessed
by Chow and the Indonesian
consul-general in Penang
Bambang Suharto.

Among others present dur-
ing the ceremony were Pen-
ang Global Tourism chief ex-
ecutive officer Ooi Chok Yan
and P.Med executive director
Dr Mary Ann Harris.

ng Centre of Medical Tourism (P MED)
/ideo Launch & S Vo of Profas

. Yeoh and Ichwan
(seated, right)
signing the MoU
while (back row,
from second
from left), Mary
Ann, Chow and
Bambang look
on.
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uStory by Tanushalini
Moroter

=Pix by Adleena Rahayu
Ahmad Radzi

ness of crime and crime

prevention, a one-day sem-
inar titled  “Contemporary
Issues On Crime & Policing”
was held recently.

Organised by the Centre for
Policy Research and Interna-
tional Studies Universiti Sains
Malaysia (CenPRIS) and Malay-
sia Crime Prevention Foundation
Penang (MCPFP), it was sup-
ported by the state government.

According to organising
committee chairman Datuk Dr
P. Sundramoorthy, the idea to
hold such an event was initi-
ated by Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow who wanted to in-
crease awareness of crime
and policing.

“During the Penang State
Security Council meeting, the
Chief Minister highlighted the
importance of improving aware-
ness of crime and policing.

“And he wanted to hold a
seminar for various state agen-
cies and non-governmental or-
ganisations.

IN a move to create aware-

Chow with the guests prsent as well as the participants of the seminar.

Together combating,
preventing crime

“So, he requested CenPRIS
and MCPFP to work together
with his office to organise this
seminar,” Sundramoorthy said
during the event.

He added crime is a very
complex matter and there is a
lot to learn and understand and
hoped the seminar could be
held annually.

“Through programmes like
this, and with experts partici-
pating, we are able to explain

personal safety which is often
taken for granted.

“We invited about 1,050
participants to the seminar,”
he added.

Meanwhile, Chow urged every
individual to carry out his or her
responsibilities to combat crime.

“Together with the police,
every individual needs to carry
out his or her responsibilities
to combat and prevent crime in
the community.

“I am confident that with
the collective effort from all
parties, we will be able to re-
duce complex social issues
and move towards achieving
the Penang2030 vision,” Chow
said during his speech at the
seminar.

Chow also shared that, the
crime index (based on statis-
tics given by police) in Penang
for last year, from January to
November, showed a drop of

42% which was equivalent to
2,385 cases.

“Congratulations and our
heartiest gratitude to our safe-
ty squad!

“Also, let us not be compla-
cent. Continue combating crime
and make Penang a safer place
for all,” Chow said.

Among the dignitaries pres-
ent were state executive council-
lor Chong Eng and MCPFP chair-
man Datuk Ong Poh Eng.

Penang team wins bronze in basketball championship

THE 56th MABA/Matrix Un-
der-17 Youth Championship
ended on a successful note on
Dec 20 last year with partici-
pants bringing priceless experi-
ences and friendships home
with them.

After nine days of exciting
matches which saw 35 teams
(19 boys’ teams and 16 girls)
wying to be the best of the best,
the championship finally came
to an end.

The Penang Under-17 Boys
team grabbed third place after
defeating the Johor 1 team in a
nail-biting match.

Both teams had an equal
chance of winning when they
were level at 70-70 with only
2mins and 39secs remaining.

The match became even
more exciting when the Penang
team extended their lead to 77-
72 with just less than a minute
remaining.

Before the end of the match,
the players from Penang man-
aged to score an additional four
points through a two-point shot
and freethrows, with Penang
winning 81-72.

Meanwhile, the Under17
Boys finals saw Selangor 1
emerging as the champion after
defeating Kuala Lumpur 68-58.

Penang Youth and Sports
Committee chairman Soon Lip
Chee said the championship
managed to attract participating
teams from all over Malaysia.

“The tournament is a good
platform to unearth new talents
among the youths. It is also a
good platform for the players to
upskill and foster friendships
with other basketball players.

“This championship is in line
with the state’s Sports for All
initiative, which is aimed at fos-
tering healthy and active habits.

“The Penang government
supports youth and sports ac-
tivities because they can con-
tribute towards improving physi-
cal and mental health, unity,
and wellbeing of the rakyat,”
Soon said in his speech before
closing the championship at
Han Chiang Indoor Stadium.

Soon, who represented Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow at the
event, also announced that the
Chief Minister has approved an
allocation of RM50,000 in sup-
port of the 56th MABA/Matrix
Under-17 Youth Championship.

“We hope that with the state
government’s support, talent in
basketball will continue to grow
in Penang,” Soon said.

Also present were Malaysia

Basketball Association (MABA)
president Datuk Seri Lee Thian
Hock, MABA deputy president
and Penang Basketball Associa-
tion chairman Datuk Ooi Khoon
Yeong, and Penang Basketball
Association vice-chairman and
organising committee chairman
Datuk Khor Siang Gin.

RESULTS

Under-17 Boys:

Champion: (RM5,000 cash,
trophy and medals)

— Selangor 1

Second: (RM2,500 cash, tro-
phy and medals)

— Kuala Lumpur

Third: (RM1,000 cash, tro-
phy and medals)

—Penang

Fourth: (RM500 cash and
trophy) — Johor 1

Under-17 Girls:

Champion (RM5,000 cash,
trophy and medals)

— Negeri Sembilan

Second (RM2,500 cash, tro-
phy and medals)

— Selangor 1

Third (RM1,000 cash, trophy
and medals) — Perak

Fourth (RM500 cash and tro-
phy) — Selangor 2

: : " Y ﬁ | & 1 - - o i ""’!
Ahmad Fuzi (centre) getting ready to start the PDRM fun ride.

Thousands enjoy PDRM fun ride

A TOTAL of 3,623 participants
nationwide took part in the
fourth edition of the Penang
Second Bridge Royal Malaysia
Police (PDRM) 2022 Solidarity
Fun Ride in Bayan Lepas.

Flagged off at 10.50pm on
Dec 18 by Governor Tun Ahmad
Fuzi Abdul Razak and Chief Min-
ister Chow Yeow, the riders were
all excited to start the fun ride.

Some of them came with
their family members and
friends to enjoy the 73km ride
and scenic view of the Sultan
Abdul Halim Mu’adzam Shah
Bridge.

Several roads leading to
Queensbay Mall were closed in
stages until 6am to ensure the
safety of the cyclists.

The participants rode to Ba-
tu Maung before entering the
Sultan Abdul Halim Mu’adzam
Shah Bridge and taking the
route back to the finishing line
near Queensbay Mall.

The event was organised by
the Royal Malaysia Police.

Ahmad Fuzi also led a group
of cyclists who took part in the
52km ride.

The participants also enjoyed
a spectacular fireworks display.

Among the dignitaries pres-
ent were Penang police chief
Comm Datuk Mohd Shuhaily
Mohd Zain, state Tourism and
Creative Economy Commit-
tee Yeoh Soon Hin, and Hunza
Properties Bhd Group founder
Datuk Seri Khor Teng Tong.



ENANG’s karate expo-
Pnents are not resting on

their laurels, but are aim-
ing to kick their way to the top in
future tournaments.

The state has always been a
karate powerhouse, especial-
ly in the men’s and women’s
kata events and has domi-
nated the karate kata (non-
combat) in a series of Sukma
(Malaysia Games) editions.

In this year’'s event in Kuala
Lumpur last September, Pen-
ang has once again proved its
capability by maintaining its win-
ning momentum.

In an interview with Buletin
Mutiara recently, two karate ex-
ponents shared their success
stories during the Sukma.

Lim Hui Ling, 20, who was
the SEA Games bronze med-
alist, bagged a gold medal for
Penang while karateka Yong Ko-
jiro also contributed gold to the
team.

The soft-spoken Hui Ling and
Kojiro said it was not an over-
night success as they had put
in a lot of work for several years.

“Perseverance and discipline
are key to our achievements as
we are serious in our training.
We are grateful to our coaches
(Lim Lee Lee) and (Ku Jin Keat)
who have played a vital role in
Our success.

“They would not only push us
but also motivate us during the
training sessions.

“Lee Lee wants us to keep
honing our skills and develop-
ing our character,” Hui Ying
said during an interview at their
training centre in Transfer Road.

Hui Ling said she took up ka-
rate at the age of 13 and soon
became passionate about it.

Currently studying Interna-
tional Business at TAR College
in Penang, she said she
has learned how to jug-
gle study and training.

Kojiro, 21, agreed with
Hui Ling that dedication
and determination are
needed to reach their
goals.

“Attending reg-
ular training is a
must, more so
when a tournament l
nears. .

“Without the will to 4
succeed, we would i
not have stood on
top of the podium,” said Kajiro,

N

IMore SuUccess
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_

Hui Ling (left)
and Kaojiro

1
¥

demonstrating
their karate skills

during the training
session.

who is of Malaysian-Japanese
parentage.

Recalling the Covid-19 pan-
demic, Kojiro said they kept up
with the training sessions via

the online platform.

“It's not easy, but we still
managed to make it and proved
that when you commit yourself
to train, you can overcome ma-

ny obstacles.

“The words of encourage-
ment from teammates and
coaches helped us as well,”
said Kojiro, who learned karate
as early as six years.

One of his outstanding
achievements so far was win-
ning a bronze medal in the
2017 World Junior Karate
Championships in Spain (team

event).

Meanwhile, Lee Lee said
she was proud of Hui Ling
and Kojiro’s remarkable feats.

“I have witnessed their
progress from the first day of
training till now. Because they
are disciplined, they strive to

achieve more glory.

“In fact, credit also
goes to their parents for

being supportive.
“Parents are wel-
come to bring their chil-
dren to learn about
karate as a self-pro-
tection as well as a
form of exercise.
They can benefit
a lot from it,” she

said.

For more
info on joining
the training ses-
\ sions, call Lee
Lee at 012-

& 4931860.

RM500,000 incentive scheme for outstandmg youths

THE Penang government has
set aside RM500,000 to re-
ward outstanding youths who
have made the state proud.

The special incentive
scheme is known as the “Best!
Anak Penang — Penang Young
Talent Excellence Incentive
Scheme”.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said the objective of the
scheme was to appreciate
youths (aged 15 to 30), who
have excelled in academics or
co-curricular activities in the na-
tional or international arena.

“It is an initiative by the Pen-
ang Youth Development Cor-
poration (PYDC), showing its
appreciation to Penang’s youth
talent pool,” Chow said.

For the first batch, 36 out of
54 applications were approved.

“Congratulations to the first
batch of applicants who will be
receiving their incentives today.

“This shows that your achieve-
ments are highly appreciated by
the state government,” Chow
said in his speech during the in-
centive presentation ceremony
on Dec 22 last year.

Also present were state

Chow handing over a mock cheque to one of the recipients while
Gwee (left) and Soon (second from left) look on.

Youth and Sports Commit-
tee chairman Soon Lip Chee
and PYDC general manager Dr
Gwee Sai Ling.

Chow said the Penang gow-
ernment values talents.

“We hope that the incentive
scheme can encourage Yyou
to maintain the momentum of
your success. Continue to gain
experience and become an in-
spiration to other youths in the
state!” he told the successful
applicants.

According to Chow, the
“Best! Anak Penang — Penang
Young Talent Excellence Incen-
tive Scheme” was different
from other incentive schemes
provided by the state govern-

ment for the youths.

“This is because the scheme
focuses on those who have ex-
celled in academics or co-cur-
ricular activities in the national
or international arena.

“We also have other incen-
tive schemes such as the
Penang State Sports Incentive
Scheme (Skimas) to reward
state athletes,” he added.

The incentives under the
“Best! Anak Penang — Penang
Young Talent Excellence Incen-
tive Scheme” are based on cer-
tain criteria and divided into a
few categories as stipulated in
the PYDC website at https://
pydc.com.my/en/bestanak-

penang/ .

Penang cares for athletes' well-being

THE education, career and
well-being of athletes in Pen-
ang remains a priority of the
state government, says state
Youth and Sports Committee
chairman Soon Lip Chee.

He said the state has al-
ways wanted a better future
for athletes.

“We want to inculcate the
people’s  perception that
sports can be a career.

“We are committed to pro-
viding and guiding the athletes
in whatever way we can when
they need any assistance.

“In fact, we have Penang
Athletes Career Education
(PACE), which is a programme
initiated by the state and
Penang State Sports Coun-
cil. It provides assistance
and incentives,” he said in
his speech when opening the
Penang Chess Festival 2022
at St Xavier’s Institution.

The event was organised
by the Penang Chess Associa-
tion (PCA).

Soon said he was honoured
to welcome the international
players from Brunei, Singa-
pore, Indonesia, Vietnam,

Thailand, the Philippines, In-
dia and China.

Soon said he was proud of
the performance of the Pen-
ang chess team.

At school level, the Penang
team has emerged as overall
champion for six years con-
secutively in the Malaysian
Schools Sports Council (MS-
SM) events.

At the university level, he
said the Penang players have
emerged as winners in the
Asean University Games and
other tournaments as well.

“There are many notable
talents in Penang that we
are proud of, like Sim Jia Ru,
Chua Jia-Tien, Tan Jun Ying,
Poh Yu Tian, and Yeap Eng
Chiam,” said Soon.

PCA, which is the oldest
chess association in the
country, celebrated its 50th
anniversary.

Its president, See Swee
Sie, expressed her gratitude
to the state for supporting
the event.

“We hope chess can be
promoted among the young-
sters,” she said.
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