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E year 2022 marked the conclu-
sion of Penang's incredible 50-year
transformation journey.

Penang has navigated various up-
and-down cycles with its half-a-century
industrialisation journey. And the state
emerged stronger from each cycle.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow said
the state is the economic powerhouse
of the country, buoyed by its robust eco-
system.

“Penang is driven by the manufactur-
ing and services industries.

“Moving forward, Penang pledges to
make great strides in further enhancing
its ecosystem.

“This includes the readiness of physi-
cal and digjtal infrastructure, availability
of talent and uplifting of livability stature;
all of which are critical to maintaining its
status as the economic powerhouse of
Malaysia and the Silicon Valley of the
East,” Chow said in his speech during
the state’s recognition dinner to mark
the 50th anniversary of Penang’s indus-
trialisation journey at Setia SPICE Con-
vention Centre last Dec 2.

Speaking about Penang’s trade front,
Chow shared that the state’s export was
on a longterm upward
trend.

“In- 2002, Pen-
ang’s export value was
RM108 billion. Despite
the Global Great Re-
cession from 2007 to

We strive to
make Penang a
location of choice to

Chow, Koh (ninth from left), exco members Chong Eng (seventh from left) and Abdul Halim Hussain (12th from left) and

SULETIT U TIAH:

other VIPs in a group photo before the dinner.

have achieved RM374 billion worth of
exports in the first 10 months.
“Importantly, over the past five years,
Penang  contrib-
uted an average of
29% of Malaysia’s
export, and 58% of
the nation’s trade
surplus,” he said.
Chow took the

2009, Penang’s annual WOrk-l !Ve'play opportunity to
exports resiliently stood and invest thank the stake-
between RM152 billion holders for driving
and RM164 billion dur- — Chow Penang  towards
ing the said period. success.

“Fast forward to
2020, Penang’s export broke the
RM300 billion mark for the first time, fol-
lowed by an alltime-high performance of
RM354 billion in 2021.

“We will be setting another record-
breaking figure this year (2022) as we

“The strong in-
flux of investments into Penang would
require healthy talent pipeline develop-
ment strategies.

“For this agenda, our goal is to attract
150,000 knowledge workers to Penang
over the next five years. The state will

continue to promote My Penang, My
Workplace via multipronged channels to
uphold its live-work-play lifestyle.

“We will continue to listen and work
closely with all the stakeholders to
march forward together.

“We strive to make Penang a location
of choice to workdive-play and invest,” he
added.

Chow also announced the state’s de-
cision to grant the premium discount for
the extension of the leasehold period for
land owners.

“For industrial lands, owners are eli-
gible for a 50 to 75% discount, subject
to fulfilling the criteria set by the state
government,” he said.

Penang Development Corporation
(PDC) chief executive officer Datuk Aziz
Bakar said to date, PDC had completed
the development of nine industrial parks
with a total size of about 6,000 acres.
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Here’s to
the next

“Through this effort, more than
250,000 jobs have been created,” he
said.

Chow’s special investment adviser
Datuk Seri Lee Kah Choon, who is also
the organising committee chairman for
the 50th Anniversary of Penang’s Indus-
trialisation Celebration, said stakehold-
ers from the government, corporate and
education sectors would need to be agile
to stay relevant.

Among those present were former
Penang Chief Minister Tan Sri Dr Koh
Tsu Koon, state executive council (ex-
co) members, Ambassador Extraordi-
nary and Plenipotentiary of Sweden to
Malaysia Dr Joachim Bergstrom, Chi-
nese consul-general to Penang Zhou
Youbin, and Japan consul-general in
Penang Kawaguchi Yoshiyasu and In-
vestPenang chief executive officer Da-
tuk Loo Lee Lian.




JANUARY 1-— 15, 2023

Penang Malaysia

Techlympics
l

T was a golden outing for
Penang when they emerged
as the overall champion in
the National Finals of the Malay-
sia Techlympics 2022 at the Axi-
ata Arena in Bukit Jalil recently.

The Penang team, compris-
ing 400 participants from 20
schools, clinched 7 gold, 7 sil-
ver and 2 bronze medals.

The state contingent was led
by Tech Dome Penang chief ex-
ecutive officer Khoo Boo Wooi.

Penang had almost full atten-
dance at the competition held
for the first time by the Science,
Technology and Innovation Min-
istry.

Sarawak and Pahang sent
their full teams.

The Malaysia Techlympics
introduced 25 categories with
five themes, namely Artificial
Intelligence and Data Science,
Space Exploration, Drones and
their Applications, Popular Tech-
nologies and Innovations for
People’s Well-being and Environ-
mental Sustainability.

It recorded a total of 1.03 mil-
lion participants consisting of
participants aged seven to 30
years.

A total of 4,320 students
from 927 teams and 285
schools throughout Malaysia
successfully advanced to the
National Finals.

“Penang has all the while
been noticed to have high poten-

Penang home to most number
of MedTech companies

MALAYSIA is one of the world’s
top offshore manufacturing
hubs for medical devices along
with Puerto Rico, Ireland, and
Costa Rica.

And Penang is right up there
on the list!

Referring to the Association
of Malaysian Medical Indus-
tries (AMMI) Medical Device
Industry Status and Outlook
2021/2022 report, Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow said
10 out of the top 30 global
medical technology compa-
nies have set up manufactur-
ing footprints in Malaysia.

“And Penang is housing six
of them!

“Having the highest concen-
tration of MedTech companies
in Malaysia and Southeast Asia,
Penang remains a highly attrac-
tive location for its infrastructure
availability and ecosystem that
meet the needs of the MedTech
industry,” he said in his speech
during the Malaysia MedTech In-
dustry Summit 2022 on Dec 1.

Chow said it was heartening
to see the medical device in-
dustry players working closely
together, facilitating knowledge
transfer and insights within the
industry.

“This is essential to promote
and strengthen service excel-
lence in the MedTech industry
and to pave the way to a sus-
tainable future for Malaysia.

“The advances in the
MedTech industry are man-
kind’'s best bet for the future.
The industry’s resilience in the
battle against Covid-19 has
been exceptionally evident dur-
ing the pandemic. The ever-
growing digital pillars — the In-
ternet of Things (loT), Big Data,
and Artificial Intelligence (Al)
— have added significant value
and accelerated transformation
in the MedTech industry.

“There is no doubt that the
future of the MedTech industry
is looking bright,” he said.

Chow said the Penang gov-
ermment would focus on en-
suring sustained growth in the
MedTech industry.

“On this note, | wish to as-
sure all investors that the Pen-
ang government, through Invest-
Penang, Penang Development
Corporation (PDC) and other
relevant agencies, with the sup-
port from Malaysian Investment
Development Authority (Mida),
is committed to providing un-
wavering support to the inves-
tors,” he said.

AMMI chairman Andy Lee
said over 290 medical device
manufacturing companies make
up Malaysia’s vibrant medical
device industry, undertaking a
range of activities — from serv-
ing as regional headquarters
and manufacturing to research
and development.

ZEtlendran
2022 champ ==
contingent!

tial as many of its students have
a lot of ideas.

“I believe the state is on
the right track with its Penang
STEM 4.0. initiative that is
supported by Penang Maths
Platform, Penang Science
Cluster, Penang Skills Devel-
opment Corporation and Tech
Dome Penang.

“We did quite well and we
will definitely prepare earnestly

ASE Malaysia’s US$300m

if the competition is held again
next year,” Khoo said.

The 20 schools which repre-
sented Penang were SMK Da-
tuk Haji Ahmad Badawi, SJKC
Keng Koon, SK Batu Kawan,
SMK Methodist Nibong Tebal,
SMJK Chung Ling Butterworth,
SK St Mark (M) Butterworth,
SMK Seberang Jaya, SMS Tun
Syed Sheh Shahabudin, SMK
Permai Indah, SJKC Jit Sin B,

[Khoo(centrefjwith|
ed]hand)fand|

SJKC Han Chiang, SMJK Con-
vent Datuk WKeramat, SMJK
Heng Ee, SMJK Sacred Heart,
SK Sungai Nibong, SK Seri
Penanti, SK Sungai Dua, SJKC
Li Tek Cawangan, SMK Con-
vent Green Lane and SMKA (L)
Al-Mashoor.

Also present at the prize-
giving ceremony was Mosti
deputy secretary-general Dr K.
Nagulendran.

Investment over next five years

LEADING outsourced semi-
conductor and assembly and
test (OSAT) player, Advanced
Semiconductor  Engineering,
Inc. (ASEM) will invest US$300
million over the next five years
as it embarks on its expansion
project.

The company will be con-
structing a new semiconductor
assembly and testing facility
at ASE Malaysia (ASEM) in the
Bayan Lepas Free Industrial
Zone.

The new facility, with a built-
up area of 982,000sq ft, will
comprise two buildings (Plants
4 and b).

“The new facility announced
today is scheduled to be com-
pleted in 2025 and will create
2,700 additional job opportuni-
ties for the local market,” the
statement read, adding that
the company hosted a ground-

breaking

ceremony on Nov 10.

“Green construction meth-
ods that emphasise ecological
balance, conservation, and re-
source recycling and reuse will
be adopted for the new build-
ing. This further demonstrates
ASE’s commitment to sustain-
able development and environ-
mental protection.

“As the leading OSAT player,
ASEM has been serving major
semiconductor compa-
nies that supply ad-
vanced chips in

ASE's confidence in the region-
al stability of Penang and its
business-friendly policies that
are conducive to foreign invest-
ments.

In a statement, Chief Minis-
ter Chow Kon Yeow said it was
heartening to see investors like
ASE expanding their footprint in
the state, anchoring Penang’s
position as the global semicon-
ductor hub.

Built-up
Consumer, Com' area of new completion
munication, indus- facility - by 2025
trial and automo- 982,000sq ft

tive applications

since 1991,” it
stated. FACTS & FIGURES
ASE Southeast

Asia resident .
Lee KV\?ai Mun US$300m Creg;c fon
said the investment '"(‘)'f:rt'f?f: t 2,700 job
?j nnouncemen dt years opportunities

emonstrate
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Expansion plan
for WCOE in
Batu Kawan

HE Penang Development
TCorporatlon (PDC) and
Walta Engineering Sdn
Bhd (Walta) took part in a
symbolic agreement exchange
ceremony to nurture Penang’s
talent development and to ex-
pand the existing Walta Cen-
tre of Excellence (WCOE) in
Batu Kawan.
Last March, PDC entered into
a 15-year lease agreement with
Walta for the latter’s expansion
plan to develop a building adja-
cent to the existing Batu Kawan
SME Centre.
The new building will serve
as a Technical & Vocational Ed-

ucation Training (TVET) Advance
Machining Lab and STEM (Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering,
Mathematics) centre.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who was present to wit-
ness the lease agreement ex-
change, was pleased with the
initiative that was supported by
the state through PDC and In-
vestPenang.

“This agreement exchange
is a significant milestone to
nurture talent development, es-
pecially in TVET.

“WCOE is a corporate skills
development and TVET cen-
tre as over 1,400 participants

Chow and his delegation being shown around the WCOE centre in Batu Kawan.

have attended the Corporate
Skills Training up to date.

“Over 110 TVET graduates
have been produced in the ar-
ea of industrial automation and
precision machining and the
state hopes the number will
increase further with the new
building expansion.

“The state remains com-
mitted to deepening the talent
pool in Penang, through vari-
ous STEM initiatives that are
aimed at building a healthy tal-
ent pipeline to meet industry’s
growing demand,” he said in

his speech before witnessing
the agreement exchange cer-
emony between PDC and Walta
at WCOE in Batu Kawan.

PDC was represented by its
chief executive officer Datuk
Aziz Bakar while WCOE was rep-
resented by its chief executive
officer Moey Lip Seng.

Besides TVET, Chow men-
tioned there were some other
ongoing initiatives by the state,
which include the Penang In-
ternship Subsidy Programme
(PISP) and the Penang Future
Foundation (PFF).

“We will continue to spear-
head the development of a
sustainable ecosystem, in-
cluding the physical and digi-
tal infrastructure, workforce,
environment and livability of
Penang,” he said.

Earlier, Moey said the cen-
tre would collaborate with
various agencies to promote
STEM education.

“We are committed to en-
suring our students do not
encounter mismatch challeng-
es when they enter the work-
force,” he said.

Motorola Solutions
marks 50 years in style

THE year 2022 was momen-
tous for many industry giants in
Penang as the state celebrated
its 50 years of industrialisation.

Joining the list last Nov 30
was Motorola Solutions Ma-
laysia as they marked their 50
years of excellence in Malaysia
with thousands of employees
and federal and state agency
representatives in a vibrant,
celebratory mood.

Motorola Solutions estab-
lished its first-ever semiconduc-
tor operations outside of North
America in Kuala Lumpur in
1972.

Later, Penang was chosen
as the next destination for the
company’s manufacturing facil-
ity as well as research and de-
velopment operations.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said it was Motorola’s
belief in the state that this
strategic  partnership has
been instrumental in growing
the Malaysian electrical and
electronics ecosystem with
a strong local presence and
established partnerships to
achieve best-in-class supply
chain management.

“l am pleased to note that
not only has the Penang opera-
tions become one of the larg-
est fully integrated sites for
Motorola Solutions worldwide

but the Penang research and
development centre is also
supported by a solid base of lo-
cal Malaysian knowledge work-
force of over 98%.

“They are all working on
leading-edge mission-critical
technologies and boast many
globally recognised technolo-
gists.

“Penang’s reputation as
having a robust industrial eco-
system and as a state that
punches way above its weight
is a collective success.

“In my tabling of the state
Budget for 2023, | had the
honour of informing the State
Legislative Assembly that
Penang recorded a 6.8%
growth rate, the highest in
Malaysia.

“We maintained our leading
position in contributing 33.2%
of the country’s export value
as of September 2022. In addi-
tion, the electrical and electron-
ics sector contributed the high-
est export value at RM32.7 bil-
lion as of June 2022.

“These figures are a strong
testament that the state is on
the right track towards prosper-
ity and progress,” Chow said in
his speech at the company’s
50th anniversary dinner at Se-
tia SPICE Convention Centre in
Bayan Lepas on Nov 30.

Yeoh (fourth from left) officiating the opening of PITE together with (from left) Shahrul, Khoo, Ashwin,

Bagang and Goh.

PITE 2022 rebounds physically

THE Penang International Travel
Exchange (PITE) 2022 returned
for the fifth consecutive year (in
physical mode this time) at the
Setia SPICE Convention Centre
in Bayan Lepas after being held
virtually for the past two years.

An event curated by Penang
Convention & Exhibition Centre
(PCEB), PITE 2022 drew 80 buy-
ers from 14 countries, includ-
ing the Philippines, Indonesia,
India, Australia, Bangladesh,
Cambodia, Germany, Vietnam,
Singapore, Thailand, United
Kingdom, Turkey and Malaysia.

State Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee (PETACE)
chairman Yeoh Soon Hin, who
was among the dignitaries to
launch the event, said PETACE
would continue to do its part and
strive towards making the travel
industry the foundation of the
state’s economy.

“This is also intended to in-
crease employment opportuni-
ties, attract new investments,
foster new and current talent and

strengthen the local community.

“Our industry mindset has to
adapt, change and cannot af-
ford to get stuck in pre-pandemic
days. Changes, innovations, new
preferences, and evolving tourist
behaviours are everywhere in the
ever-growing tourism industry.

“Which is why Penang always
goes above and beyond to en-
sure all events run smoothly and
your delegates enjoy the Seven
Wonders of Penang.

“We guarantee that Penang
will always be best presented to
you through a variety of worth-
while experiences which is an-
other reason for travellers to stay
longer to enjoy our famous Pen-
ang hospitality.

“One of the goals listed in the
Penang Tourism Master Plan is
to develop Penang into a Smart
City destination combining tradi-
tional tourism with digital tourism
by utilising technology and inno-
vation. But of course, virtual ex-
periences are just a fun tool and
not the core experience of Pen-

ang,” Yeoh said in his speech on
Nov 15.

Yeoh later withessed the sign-
ing of a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) between PCEB
and the Network of Indian Mice
Agents (NIMA) to further expand
business events for both parties.
PCEB was represented by Ash-
win while NIMA was represented
by its national coordinator Jag-
deep Bhagat.

He said PETACE and PCEB
had organised a preliminary
promotional trip to Chennai
and Mumbai last September,
adding that negotiations are
ongoing after the Covid-19 pan-
demic had temporarily halted
their discussions to facilitate
direct flights to Penang from
key cities in India.

PCEB chief executive offi-
cer Ashwin Gunasekeran said
when Malaysia opened its bor-
ders in April, he thought tour-
ist arrivals would be staggered
but it turned out to be like the
opening of floodgates.
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SKI slope in tropical Pen-
A?ng? Yes, you read that
ight.

The state has once again led
the way in the country by having
its first-ever Ski Slope and Dead
Sea Pool at the popular Escape
Penang in Teluk Bahang.

When we talk about skiing,
the image of a snow-covered
mountain comes to mind.

But for Escape Penang, no
worries if there is no snow.

It has come up with a dry ski
slope or an artificial slope that
is lubricated using a mist or jet
system to increase speed and
prevent damage to equipment
from friction heat build-up.

Then, there is also the in-
troduction of a Dead Sea Pool
which offers you a unique
swimming pool experience. Its
amazing buoyancy lets you float
peacefully.

Now in its 10th year, Escape
Penang has transformed itself
to become one of the main at-
tractions in the state.

In 2019, it entered the Guin-
ness Book of World Records by
having the world’s longest inner
tube water slide at 1,111m.

Located in the southwest dis-
trict of Penang island, Escape
Penang’s rise and continuous

pursuit of excellence were re-
alised by none other than its
Sim Leisure Group founder and
executive chairman Datuk Sim
Choo Kheng.

The proprietor and operator
of Escape Penang is proud of
the decade journey.

“It is absolutely amazing as
we have come a long way since
Escape Penang was started.

“With Ski Slope and Dead
Sea Pool as the two new attrac-
tions, they will lift the state’s
tourism to greater heights.

“We will continue to be a
tourist magnet for visitors as
proven by the millions who have
visited the park.

“We have once again raised
the bar for the development of
tourism in Penang,” he said in
his speech before launching the
two new attractions at Escape
Penang in Teluk Bahang.

The  302-metre-long  Ski
Slope is an outdoor man-made
ski slope that turns downhill
constructed from a special ma-
terial that allows skis and snow-
boards to slide effortlessly —
without any snow.

The Dead Sea Pool, which
mimics the famous Salt Lake in
Jordan, allows visitors to float
naturally in it.

Sim also paid tribute to state
Entrepreneurial Development,
Trade and Industry Committee
chairman Datuk Abdul Halim
Hussain for the latter’s effort in
encouraging him during the set-
ting up of Escape Penang.

In  conjunction with the
launch, 18-year-old Malaysian

Escape to skiing, unique
pool experience

Olympic alpine skier Aruwin
Salehhuddin was invited to
showcase her skills on the
Ski Slope.

State Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee chairman
Yeoh Soon Hin also witnessed
the milestone achieved by Es-
cape Penang.

Aruwin showing
her skiing skills
on the Ski Slope.

“It gives me a sense of ex-
citement and adventure as if |
was transported into a whole
new ‘wonderworld’.

“Escape Penang has always
been at the forefront in raising
the benchmark and | am proud
of their achievement in these
10 years,” he said.

Extra RM1.5mil subsidy for MY50
Mutiara pass initiative

THE MY50 Mutiara pass pro-
gramme has been a resound-
ing success in Penang and it
has driven the state govern-
ment to allocate an additional
RM1.5 million to cover the
cost of free bus rides for Pen-
angites until the end of 2022,
state Transport and Infrastruc-
ture Committee chairman Zair-
il Khir Johari said.

In December 2021, Zairil an-
nounced that the state govern-
ment had allocated RM4.5 mil-
lion for 90,000 Mutiara passes
to be used in 2022.

“Since the initiative was
warmly welcomed by the peo-
ple here and purchasing of
the cards skyrocketed since
March this year, we have de-
cided to allocate the said
amount to further support
this initiative for the benefit of

regular bus users.

“The RM1.5 million  will
be able to subsidise another
30,000 passes, which will be
essential for the remaining of
the year.

“We hope that through this
additional subsidy from the
state, more people, especially
regular bus riders, will benefit
from the free bus rides through-
out the state,” Zairil said during
a press conference at the Weld
Quay Bus Terminal in George
Town last Nov 8.

The MY30 unlimited travel
pass, which was introduced by
the federal government under
the Penjana Economic Recovery
Plan in June 2020, expired on
Dec 31, 2021.

It was then replaced with the
MY50 unlimited travel pass from
Jan 1, 2022, onwards.

Chow (fourth from right), Ramasamy (third from right), Wee (fourth from left), Lim (second from left)
and hospital board of directors posing for a photo during the ceremony.

New wing to drive completion of
Island Medical City

WITH the demand for healthcare
services on the rise in Penang,
Island Hospital marked another
milestone in the Island Medical
City Project with the opening of
its new expansion called the
Peel Wing last Oct 11.

Hospital chief executive of-
ficer Mark Wee said the expan-
sion is a key part of the Island
Medical City project which en-
compasses various future de-
velopments.

“In 2019, one in five Indo-
nesian healthcare travellers to
Malaysia were treated at Island
Hospital.

“At state-level, post-pandem-
ic, the hospital has bounced
back and now accounts for
more than half of all healthcare
travellers to Penang.

“This is an achievement rec-
ognised by the Malaysia Health-
care Travel Council (MHTC) in its

shortlisting of Island Hospital
as the only hospital in Penang
in the Flagship Medical Tourism
Programme.

“The programme has been
the perfect step forward for the
hospital as it aligns with its fu-
ture plans, especially the Island
Medical City Project.

“This is the first step to-
wards the future phases to
build up to 1,000 beds, as
well as a hotel to cater to
healthcare travellers to Malay-
sia, particularly to Penang.

“We are raising our game
from value for money to best
in class. This is the future of
healthcare.

“We have done this before,
so let's go to the next level
now,” Wee said in his speech
during the opening of the hospi-
tal’'s new Peel Wing on Nov 11.

With 14 operating theatres

and an expanded capacity of
300 beds, the hospital is now
the first 600-bed private hospi-
tal in Penang.

Present to officiate the cer-
emony was Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow who said he was ex-
cited to see the growth of Island
Hospital to its dream Island
Medical City project.

“With the commitment to
quality and healthcare excel-
lence from hospitals like Is-
land Hospital, Penang is now
recognised as a leader in pro-
viding healthcare that is on
par with the likes of regional
players like Bumrungrad Hos-
pital in Bangkok.

“Penang does not only attract
tourists with our warm hospital-
ity and a delectable selection of
food, but more so now, with our
quality healthcare services and
expertise," Chow said.
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Climate-
resilient tree
database

HINK City, with the sup-
Tport of Penang Island City

Council (MBPP) and EIT Cli-
mate-KIC, has developed a spe-
cial online database to discover
and document climate-resilient
tree species in the country.

Think City chairman Datuk
Seri Dr Anwar Fazal (pix) said the
online database is known as the
Atlas of Climate Resilient Trees
(ACResT).

“It is aimed at guiding city
planners and landscapers to
place the right tree in the right
place.

“ACResT is an open-sourced
database, developed by Think
City and produced by VeecoTech
Sdn Bhd.

“This knowledge and evi-
dence-based online database
can be accessed by anyone, and
can be used for settings within
cities and even homes.

“The information presented in
the database is catered primar-
ily for researchers, city councils,
landscape architects and rel-
evant parties within the field.

“The platform is a result of
the climate-resilient urban tree
species study for Malaysia.

“The research, spearheaded
by Think City in 2020, document-
ed 251 species,” Anwar said in

launched

his speech before Penang Island
City Council (MBPP) mayor Datuk
Yew Tung Seang officiated the
online database last Nov 1.

Also present were Think City
senior director Sofia Castelo
and Penang Green Council (PGC)
general manager Josephine Tan
Mei Ling.

According to Anwar, Think
City initiated the Penang Nature
Based Climate Adaptation Pro-
gramme (PNBCAP) in 2019.

“It was the first urban climate
adaptation programme to be de-
veloped for Malaysia.

“The PNBCAP programme
won the prestigious Climathon
Global Cities Award in 2020,
and the prize money was used
to fund the climate-resilient ur-
ban tree species study that lead
to the creation of ACResT.

“ACResT also aims to gather
and share crucial climate resil-
ience information about tree
species in Malaysia as well as
in Singapore and Kalimantan in
Indonesia.

“In addition to that, the plat-
forms also aim to pave the way
for more effective urban plan-
ning with the inclusion of climate
resilient street trees, which will,
ultimately, result in higher quality
urban spaces,” he added.

Chow, Phee (front row, second from left), PGC general manager Josephine Tan (front row, third from
left), Yew (front row, third from right) and participants in a group photo during the Green Pinang

Awards presentation ceremony.

Green initiative advocates recognised

ADVOCATING a sustainable
environment with green initia-
tives requires a wholesome
approach that must be prac-
tised by every individual living
on this Earth, Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow says.

Implementation of strategic
green orientation is so impor-
tant in Penang that it is found
in its Penang2030 vision for
a “Family-Focused Green and
Smart State that Inspires the
Nation”.

On Nov 25 last year, the Pen-
ang Green Council awarded
green winners who displayed,
carried out and played a vital
role in spreading green aware-
ness across the state through
two initiatives, namely the Pen-
ang Green Office Project Certi-
fication and the Penang Green
Journalism Award 2022.

A total of 32 winners were
acknowledged and presented
with certificates during the
Green Pinang Awards presen-
tation ceremony last Nov 25.

Chow, as the guest of
honour, said last year's pro-

gramme, which took place in
conjunction with World Environ-
ment Day in June and themed
“Once Upon a Time”, gave the
people a great opportunity to
g0 back in time to reflect and
then imagine the consequenc-
es in the future.

“The responsibility to en-
sure a sustainable environ-
ment lies not only in the hands
of specific groups of people
but it is indeed a role that
must be played by everyone
living on this Earth.

“We have important roles to
play to safeguard our environ-
ment so that our Earth can be
protected now and for a better
future when the younger gen-
eration carries the baton.

“The Penang Green Agenda
2030, which was launched by
PGC in 2021, is a key platform
that shoulders various strate-
gies to materialise green orien-
tation across the state.

“Efforts are ongoing in im-
plementing strategies to build
a future-proof community in
Penang to meet and adapt to

the environmental challenges
by 2030,” Chow said during
his speech.

As for the winners under
the Penang Green Office Proj-
ect Certification category, the
Penang Water Supply Corpora-
tion (PBAPP) bagged the most
awards while others included
industry players like Jinko So-
lar Technology Sdn Bhd (Plant
One), Honeywell Aerospace
Avionics Malaysia Sdn Bhd,
ViTrox Technology Sdn Bhd,
Knowles IPC (M) Sdn Bhd and
others.

Meanwhile, for the Penang
Green Journalism Award, un-
der the Feature Writing (Eng-
lish) category, Audrey Mellanni
Dermawan from New Straits
Times won the excellence
award, and Siti Sofia Nasir, for-
merly from The Vibes, walked
away with the special award
(English).

Nur lzzati Mohamad from
Berita Harian was announced
as the sole winner under the
Bahasa Malaysia category for
the special award.

Energy management course for state agencies

THE Penang Green Council
(PGC), which has been instru-
mental in the implementation
of green initiatives in the state,
has come up with another pro-
gramme called “Energy Manage-
ment Course for Public Build-
ings”.

The two-day course was sup-
ported by the office of state
Transport and Infrastructure
Committee chairman Zairil Khir
Johari who also chairs the Pen-
ang Renewable Energy (RE) and
Energy Efficiency (EE) task force.

At the event’s opening cere-
mony on Nov 16, Zairil said Pen-
ang is in the process of drafting

a framework for the strategies
and goals regarding RE and EE.

He said the framework en-
compasses the sectoral and in-
dustrial policies in Penang which
can be implemented by 2030.

“This is also in line with one of
the themes of the Penang2030
vision, which emphasises in-
tegrating urban services with
smart technology.

“The ‘Energy Management
Course for Public Buildings’ is
the first of its kind programme
held in Penang.

“It is aimed at giving expo-
sure as well as enhancing the
state government’s capacity for

energy management of public
buildings.

“We hope this course will
help to enlighten government
personnel as well as to practise
energy management at govern-
ment buildings,” Zairil added.

Zairil also shared that the Ma-
laysian government has commit-
ted itself to the Paris Agreement
to help reduce carbon intensity
by 45% by 2030.

“To achieve this, the Energy
and Natural Resource Ministry
targets to generate RE by 31%
by 2025 and 40% by 2035 via
various green energy renewal ef-
forts,” he said.

Abdul Rahman (right) explaining the importance of energy

management to the participants.

Some 30 participants from
various state agencies attended
the course which was conducted
by Abdul Rahman Abdullah, se-
nior mechanical engineer from
the Public Works Department

(Environment and Energy Effi-
ciency) headquarters.

Also present were PGC gen-
eral manager Josephine Tan and
PGC project manager Dr Ng Shin
Wei.
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JANUARY 1-— 15, 2023

Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

NAMA ADUN

No Tel/ No Faks

‘ NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA N.38 BAYAN LEPAS N.01 PENAGA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow T) 04 - 226 0218 YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz . {T; 04 - 649 3976 YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah ]
WMM sF{ 04-226 0218 Ombosegorlo.acm@gma:/.com F) 04 - 649 3976 N.02 BERTAM T) 013 - 430 6400
N.03 FlN‘ANG TUNGGAL i e CRE YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishaq {P) 04 - 576 7606
o Preife) [ A e el Zel dsielin Al (1 64272952 YB Haji Mohd. Tuah Ismail (T) 04 - 866 0214 N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
or Hafiza man

N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy T) 04 - 383 9131 N.05 SUNGAI DUA (T)
ramasamy@penang.gov.my SF% 04 - 383 9131 YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA T) 04 - 548 4541
N.07 SUNGAI PUYU .

YB Dr. Afif Bahardin F) 04 - 548 4541
YB Phee Boon Poh (T) 04 -262 0860

h npoh nan v.my: 012 - 480 5495
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com (F) 04-2618745 %221 ISIEny%AI r»]°_«CHEH m
ulkifli lorahim
N.12 PENANTI n21ladunsgacheh@gmail.com
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin, m 04 - 538 2871
norlela.arifin@gmail.com F) 04 - 538 4871 \%4? 1|-Elﬁu K ,\,'\3 a“: ANG -
N.15 PADANG LALANG Olkitly Md. Lazim
YB Chong Eng T) 04 - 530 3028
chong.eng@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 530 3028 PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN No Tel/ No Faks
N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT i N.01 PENAGA
V% Jagelece Sinoh Deo 53 04226 2464 PENANG CARE SOCIETY %%oéhuie o1 012 AdaYusofRowa (T) 019 - 338 2668
in nang.gov.m - 04- 6427777 Qdarawas4@yahoo.com
N.37 BATU MAUNG = . DAP PENANG HQ T) 04 - 228 8482
Y6 Do’ Hajl Abd Halim Hussain mes-626142 || dappenangadpmatavsicorg o4 38857 || NSATERMATANG BERANGAN (1019 - 415 3850
= hajifek@gmail.com

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee (T) 04 - 3310163 PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-3970115 N.05 SUNGAI DUA

Muhammad Fitri Termizi T)011-31127702
N.22 TANJONG BUNGA fitritermizi@amanah.org.my M
YB Zairil Khir Johari (T) 04 - 890 3866

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

EB 04 - 827 8868

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

048278848 POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999 JPJ 04-656 4131
N.28 KOMTAR & PENYELAMAT 04-398 8809
YB Teh Lai H T) 04 - 22
e (H 042557 7058 DIREKTORI TELEFON 103 JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161
—QQQ—QN S OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 1071
; i HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637 PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166
YB Mustafa Ki | T) 04 - 351 1732
D e e . m ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012 TOURISM MALAYSIA (PCT) 04-261 0058
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893 KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
N.09 BAGAN DALAM -
e ey 5 SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN NEGERI  04-262 1957 FERI &%E%RE%EJ ggHN)) I
nf.bagandalam@gmail.com PBA (PUSAT PANGGILAN 24 JAM) 04-255 8255 JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419
N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
N.II PERMATANG PASIR 104521 1108 KASTAM 04-262 2300 STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-261 0290
faiztadzilamanah@gmail.com IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

yélg:rgkﬁgg oo 1017813 3509 WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342 EiﬁﬁgP&%i&RUNDUNGAN 04-829 4046
berapit@dappg.org H 04 - 540 0006 Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340 CAP 04-829 9511
N.14 MACHANG BUBOK EPF 04-226 1000 BEFRIENDERS PENANG 83-32} ?}82:;
YB Lee Khai L T) 013 - 399 0519 -

kllee%%@g%aﬁ%%m SF% 04 - 551 1442 SOCSO 04-238 9888 PERPUSTAKAAN PP 04-229 8555

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsico-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

ST% 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

T) 04 - 502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
jawi@dappg.org

T) 04 - 594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah

ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

(T)

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng

limguaneng@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee

kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit
pulautikuskadun@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 228 5298
016 - 6912548
016 - 4152548

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen
pengkalankota@dappg.org

ST 04 -250 1522
F) 04 -250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airtam@dappg.org

(T) 04-829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam
kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK Saluran Rasmi Kempen Penang Lawan Covid-19

YB Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail EB 81 - %?;% ;gjg
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SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MBSP 2022
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MBSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
Ahmad Rizal Abd. 019 - 464 6696 . .
Hamid 1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut Penyelia 013 - 449 0366
Bahagian
Ahmad Tarmizi Jusoh 012 - 487 7575 Kewarganegaraan
2. K. Velan Barat Daya 018 -394 4537
Anuar Yusoff 016 - 461 6390
04 -507 5390 i _
3. Lim Zheng Han Seberang Perai ) ) 011 - 1244 7167
Utara Pejabat Bahagian
Chee Yeeh Keen 019 - 455 7731 Kewarganegaraan Pulau Pinang,
] ] Tingkat 46, KOMTAR
4. K. Nirmala Seberang Perai 017 -572 0272
Cheen Goon Hooi 012 - 4020923 Tengah 04 - 650 5105
5. K. Viknesh Prabu Seberang Perai 012 - 693 4786
David Marshel a/I 019 - 412 3397 Selatan
Pakianathan 04 - 399 6689
Delakan a/l Ratha 012 - 584 4437 Nota:
Krisnak Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.
sfri e 018 - 232 2502 SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS I | |
MBPP 2022 B -
1
1
Galgimani a/l 012 - 534 1384 Nama Telefon : EDITORIAL
Subramnian I
MBPP 04 - 259 2020 ] Editorst
. ! Christopher Tan (English
Heng Yeh Shivan 1 DT Abdul Latif Mohamad 012-248 5016 : on Ko Ming (éhigese))
1 . .
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 019 - 541 4818 ] . Revatic {Tamil)
1
Jeffery Koay Kai Chin 013 - 521 2868 ' : o
ANl LSS Alan Lim Wei Lun 017 - 343 3995 i ~iiters:
! M. Tanushalini, Ong Kok Hoay, Edmund Lee,
) Dato’ Dr. Shahul Hameed Syed 017 - 567 0885 : Muhamad Riadz Akm_ol and Kevin VIIT]Cﬂ (Engllsh)
Muhamad Suzuki 0111-1119 4419 Mohamed 1 Eng Kok Wei, Foong Chee Yin,
Amee ] Wong Sook Shyan and Lee Jia Ying (Chinese)
Francis a/l Joseph 012 - 474 3321 : J. Patmavathy (Tamil)
Ng Yee Siang 010 - 562 2698 N |
Haji Mohamed Yusoff 019-4138114 i Photographers :
wislermnzel oer | Law Suun Ting, Alissala Thian,
Ngoh Ch Hai 017 -979 0933 i i
20 Sl Hari Krishnan a/I Ramakrishnan 010- 505 5571 : Ahmad Adil MUh,qud: Darwina MOhd' Daud,
! Noor Siti Nabilah Noorazis,
, Harvindar Singh o/l Darshan 012 - 428 2250 : Adleena Rahayu Ahmad Radz,
Noor Azuawati Ahmad 018 - 965 4559 Singh i Muhamad Amir Irsyad Omarr,
i Siti Nuratikah Rahmat and Siew Chia En
Kaliyappan a/l P. Renganathan 012 - 407 7276 1
1
Norly Masitah 013 - 582 2503 ' Graphic Designers :
Mohamed Noor Lee Chee How 012 - 470 3389 : Idzham Ahmad
! Nasrul Amir Yahaya
Lee Wei Seang 012-4528305 | ! Y
Ong Jing Cheng 012 - 758 3779 i . ) )
016 - 445 5709 Muhamad Khairul Mohd Ali 012 - 542 0520 : Bagi sebarang maklum balas, sila hantar ke:
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Honouring

uStory by Edmund Lee
=Pix by Law Suun Ting

should all promote
the common values of
humanity and foster

peace and stability to ensure
our nation moves forward.

“We must unite to resist divi-
sive elements in our community.

“As a peace-loving state,
Penang will continue its efforts
to ensure peace reigns su-
preme,” Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow said in his speech
at the 21st Remembrance Day
on Nov 27 at the Cenotaph
(Penang War Memorial) at the
Esplanade.

The annual event is held to
honour the heroes who died
defending the country during

sacrifices of
war heroes

the wars.

Also present were state lead-
ers, members of the Penang
Veterans’ Association (PVA)
and veteran army officers.

“We are 104 years now
since the end of World War
1, 77 years since the end of
World War 2 and 63 years
since the end of the Malayan
Emergency.

“We understand that these
military conflicts brought us
nothing but harm, which result-
ed in the deaths and injuries to
human lives as well as the de-
terioration of the economy then.

“In the last 63 years, we
have enjoyed peace and har-
mony, thanks to the sacrifices
and efforts of those who stood
for freedom and sovereignty,”
he said in his speech during
the 21st Remembrance Day.

PVA president Mej (R) R. Siv-
arajan said he understood the
grief of the families of those
fallen heroes.

“They served the country for

the cause of freedom.

“We will always remember
and honour their sacrifices,”
he said while hoping that the
younger generation can value
the contributions made by the
heroes of yesteryear.

Among those present were
former Bukit Bendera MP Wong
Hon Wai, High Commissioner
of Australia to Malaysia Dr Jus-
tin Lee, High Commissioner

The beautiful wreaths
laid to remember the
fallen heroes.

of Canada to Malaysia Wayne
Robson, ambassador of Nepal
to Malaysia Dilli Raj Paudell, KD
Sri Pinang commanding officer
Commander Lui Poh Hin, Inte-
grated Area Defence System
Butterworth Representatives of
the Commander Mej Doug Web-
ster and Royal Australian Air
Force 19 Squadron command-
ing officer Wing Commander
Darren Prior.

Remembering our fallen soldiers

THE foundation for the peace
and security that we enjoy today
was laid by our fallen heroes
who sacrificed themselves to
protect the country, says Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

“It is important to note that
all of us are here today to
recognise the effort of those
unfortunate ones,” Chow said
in his speech at the Penang
Overseas Chinese Anti-Jap-
anese War Memorial World
Remembrance Day at the Air
Iltam War Memorial Park.

“All these unsung heroes
have upheld the spirit of fear-
lessness, which brought us to-
day’s harmonious environment
in our country.

“Let us humbly pay our trib-
ute to them,” he said.

Celebrated annually on Nov
11, the occasion is held to re-
member the members of the
armed forces who perished dur-
ing the Japanese Occupation.

On this auspicious event,
more than 100 people from
the various associations in
the state as well as the pub-
lic were present to ensure
the event was celebrated in a
meaningful manner.

Chow, who was accompanied

by a state delegation, empha-
sised the importance of spread-
ing joy and peace to ensure a
peaceful environment.

Chinese consulgeneral to
Penang Zhou Youbin, who was
also present, lauded the hard
work and selfless services of
the fallen heroes.

The Chinese consulate in
Penang also gave RM20,000 to
the Sun Yat Sen Memorial Cen-
tre at the end of the event.

Among those present were
state Tourism and Creative

Economy Committee chairman
Yeoh Soon Hin, state Social De-
velopment and Non-Religious
Affairs Committee chairman

Chong Eng, state Youth and
Sports Committee chairman
Soon Lip Chee, Air Putih as-
semblyman Lim Guan Eng, Air

[Chowjpaying|his]respects
allen]heroes)during

tojthe]
thelSignificantfevent?

[tam assemblyman Joseph Ng,
former Bukit Bendera MP Wong
Hon Wai, and Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) councillors.
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Celebrating meaning of

uStory by Christopher Tan
uPix by Alissala Thian

ing, caring and giving and,

in this spirit, thousands of
people from all walks of life
had a joyful time celebrat-
ing fellowship at the Penang
State Christmas Celebration
2022 at the Esplanade.

The state-level celebration
resumed after a twoyear
break due to Covid-19.

The theme for the event
was "Light of the World"
which refers to the signifi-
cance of light.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said many people are
familiar with the significance
of Christmas, which is to
serve as the commemora-
tion of the nativity of Jesus.

“Christians believe that

IT is the season of shar-

Jesus was born to be the

and death and into
eternal life.

“Christmas, as we
now know it, is more than
just a festive celebration with
religious connotation.

“It is a wonderful season
for us to reflect on what we
have done throughout the
year. It is also an empow-
ering time, as we plan and
have hope for the beginning
of a new year.

“In general, Christmas is
also a time for celebration,
gathering and appreciating
one another, regardless of
faith, cultural background
and skin colour,” he said in
his speech on Dec 10.

Chow said the wonderful
gathering of people shows
the true spirit of Christmas
in Penang.

“We work with various

Why Penang Adventist Hospital is
decked with 98 Christmas trees

THE Penang Adventist Hos-
pital (PAH) is being adorned
with 98 Christmas trees as
it celebrates its 98th anniver-
sary.

PAH president and chief
executive officer Ronald Koh
said the trees are scattered
throughout its premises
under a project, called 98
Christmas Tree Fundraiser,
as a platform to invite do-
nors to contribute to the hos-
pital’s charity funds.

Thus far, Koh said they
have raised a total of
RM386,014 for the Dr J. Earl
Gardner Fund to help needy
patients who suffer from
chronic illnesses that require
them to undergo surgeries.

“Ninety-eight years is a
milestone for us, and we
know that besides God’s
blessings, we have the sup-
port of the state govern-
ment, community leaders,
government  officials, non-
governmental organisations,
corporate clients, associ-
ates, donors, charity pa-
tients, friends of the hospital

and all staff.

“From its humble begin-
nings, Penang Adventist Hos-
pital has evolved from a small
clinic at Muntri Street to be-
come a tertiary healthcare
facility,” Koh said during his
speech before the Christmas
Tree Fundraiser Lighting cere-
mony at the hospital in Jalan
Burma on Dec 12.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow was also present to
launch the Christmas Tree
Fundraiser Lighting ceremony.

Other guests present
were Bukit Bendera MP Sy-
erleena Abdul Rashid, Pulau
Tikus assemblyman Chris
Lee Chun Kit, Ibu Lusy Sur-
jandari, consul of Indonesia
representing consul-general
Bambang Suharto, and also
PAH chief operating officer Dr
Thomas Tean.

Chow praised PAH for its
effort in raising funds and
reaching out to the needy
in the community by offer-
ing them high-quality medi-
cal treatment regardless of
race, religion and creed.

communities to celebrate fes-
tivals and religious celebra-
tions. The Penang government
has allocated RM1.1 million
for Penang Harmony Corpora-
tion (Harmonico) in support of
its programmes this year.
“Twenty programmes have
been successfully organised
to date. The state government
will be increasing the alloca-
tion for Harmonico to RM1.3
million next year,” he said.
Chow also thanked Harmo-
nico and the Christian Federa-
tion of Malaysia (CFM), with
the help of the Penang Island
City Council (MBPP), for suc-
cessfully organising this state-

(From left) Wei Ken,
Albert and Wei Ren
lighting up rabbit-
themed Christmas
decorations. With
them is event emcee
Michelle Goh.

saviour of the world, as
the light that would
guide the world out
of the darkness of sin

level Christmas celebration at
the Esplanade.

CFM Penang liaison com-
mittee chairman Rev Ronald
Yap congratulated Penangites.

“We have journeyed to-
gether in peace and harmony
throughout the year.

“We have worked together
in unity in facing the Covid-19
pandemic, we have a new uni-
ty government whom we voted
for peacefully and democrati-
cally. And we are rebuild-
ing what was lost in the
last few years,” he
said in his speech.

Among those
present were Penang

Hotel lights up for Yuletide

IT was a funfilled time as media practitioners and bloggers attended The Gran-
ite Luxury Hotel’s Christmas Lighting-cum-media night event. M Summit Group
managing director Datuk Albert Moh said this was the hotel’s first such event.
Also present were Group purchasing director Datin Jennifer Ong, Group general
manager Moh Wei Ren and The Granite general manager Moh Wei Ken.
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Legislative Assembly Speaker
Datuk Law Choo Kiang, as-
semblymen Teh Lai Heng
(Komtar), Joseph Ng (Air [tam)
and Daniel Gooi (Pengkalan
Kota), Penang Global Tour-
ism chief executive officer Ooi
Chok Yan, Penang Develop-
ment Corporation chief execu-
tive officer Datuk Aziz Bakar,
and Penang Women’s Devel-
opment Corporation chief ex-

ecutive officer Ong Bee

Leng.
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Food aid for
single moms

=Story and pix by Tanushalini
Moroter

E Mutiara Food Bank,
I with the collaboration of
Association of Women and
Members of the Malaysian Civil
Service (Persatuan Suri dan
Anggota Wanita Perkhidmatan
Awam - Puspanita) Penang
branch distributed a total of
100 food packs to single moth-
ers recently.

Tan Lean Kee, wife of Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
thanked both Mutiara Food
Bank and Puspanita for their
kind gesture.

“Each food pack consists of
essential grocery items, such
as rice packet, cooking oil, sug-
ar packet, wheat flour, coffee
powder and vermicelli.

“Previously, the Mutiara Food
Bank and Puspanita had also
contributed 500 food packs to

Tan (sitting, third from left) with the representatives from Mutiara Food Bank and Puspanita
Penang branch and the recipients of the food aid.

the low-income families from all
five districts.

“So, we hope with this con-
tribution, it will help ease the
burden of single mothers,” Tan
said while adding that the recip-
ients were from northeast and

southwest districts.

Tan also hoped that the Mu-
tiara Food Bank and Puspanita
will continue to carry out their
community activities to improve
the lives of the needy.

Also present were Puspanita

Penang branch vice-chairman
Datin Noriza Yusoff, its Social
and Welfare bureau chairman
Datin Shaferrihaiza Shah Budin
and Mutiara Food Bank vice-
chief operating officer Jasniza
Jamaluddin.

e-sports way to empower youth

ONE of the ways to empower
youths is via e-sports.

Penang Youth Development
Corporation (PYDC) general
manager Dr Gwee Sai Ling
said nowadays the world is
changing and developing at
such a rapid speed.

“This development has
brought e-sports, which was
once a small-scale activity, into
a whole new level as a growing
multibillion-dollar industry and
an opportunity for the youth
to showcase their sportsman-
ship and teamwork abilities.

“In Asia and Southeast
Asia, we can already see the
rise of e-sports as new young
stars emerge and compete to
be the best.

“Realising all this, PYDC

has taken the initiative to col-
laborate and support partners
to create more programmes
to support the e-sports field
within the youth such as this
programme today.

“PYDC has also organised a
number of e-sports and game-
related programmes with our
collaborative partners.

“We Dbelieve that through
collaboration, we can share
our capacities to be able to
create more programmes that
can benefit the youth,” Gwee
said in her speech before of-
ficiating the Ucreation King's
Pro League 2022 (UCKPL
2022) Grand Final Esports
Tournament at Vangohh Emi-
nent Hotel in Machang Bubuk
on Nov 6.

Also present were UCreation
chief executive officer Maggie
Khoo Yu Wei and UCKPL presi-
dent Andy Sheah Wei Hen.

The e-sports tournament
was jointly organised by PYDC
and UCreation.

Gwee also thanked UCre-
ation for the wonderful event
and for having PYDC as a sup-
porting and collaborating part-
ner.

“I would also like to con-
gratulate the finalists for being
able to reach this stage.

“You are all very amazing
and | do hope this achieve-
ment of yours will be a starting
point for you to continue pursu-
ing the e-sports industry. You
will be an inspiration to many
more out there,” she added.

Dr Gwee said nowadays the world is changing and developing at
such a rapid speed and such development has brought e-sports,

among others.

Dragon boat fest returns

IT was a thrilling “ride” for those
present as the much-awaited
Penang International Dragon
Boat Festival 2022 took place
at the Teluk Bahang Dam on
Nov 27 - after a two-year break
caused by Covid-19.

The almost one-day-long festi-
val ended with Penang’s Pacific
West Dragon Boat Club teams
A and B clinching first and sec-
ond spots in the International
Premier Open category.

The Pacific West Dragon
Boat Club A also bagged sec-
ond place in the International
Junior U24 Open category.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow was among the spectators
along with Governor Tun Ahmad
Fuzi Abdul Razak and state
Tourism and Creative Economy
Committee chairman  Yeoh
Soon Hin.

Chow said the Dragon Boat
race is a perfect showcase of
Penang'’s rich and vibrant cultur-
al heritage as it promotes patri-
otism, dedication and integrity.

“Such values, | believe, are
most fundamental for any soci-
ety to progress.

“They help to establish a har-
monious relationship among
the people,” he said during his
speech before the prize-giving

ceremony.

Meanwhile, Penang Island
Paddlez Club A bagged third
spot in the International Pre-
mier Mixed category which had
22 rowers in a boat.

There were a total of six cat-
egories in the race with over 40
teams participating.

Chow urged the foreign par-
ticipants to experience Pen-
ang’s local delicacies, its na-
ture and tourist spots.

“Just ask around or Google,
and you will know that Penang
is the paradise for food lovers.

“And if you have not sampled
any of our famous dishes or
street food, you have not been
to Penang.

“You can also spend a few
days visiting our tourist spots
such as Penang Hill to enjoy the
cool breeze in the morning and
enjoy our sandy beaches along
Batu Ferringhi.

“Check out the nearby Es-
cape theme park and Entopia
by Penang Butterfly Farm. Ex-
plore Penang and you will soon
find yourself reluctant to leave,”
he added.

Teams from countries such
as Australia, the Philippines
and Brunei also participated in
the event.
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