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HILE industrialisation
has driven Penang to
great heights, other

sectors such as agriculture |5

should not be overlooked, says
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

In this respect, he said
Penang needs to encourage
investment in R&D and talent
development in the agricultural
sector as well as promote Agi-
culture 4.0 through the use of
digital technologies for suitable
modern agriculture.

“Agriculture accounts for

more than a third of Penang’'s |
total land area but unfortu- *!

nately, it only contributes about
2% to our GDP. As a result, it
is becoming increasingly impor-
tant for us to raise that figure,”
Chow said during the closing
and award ceremony of Agri-
Tech 2022 by ams OSRAM,
the global leader in optical solu-
tions.

“This is as outlined in the
state’s Penang2030 vision of
‘A Family-Focused Green and
Smart State that Inspires the
Nation’, where one of the stra-
tegic initiatives identified is to
‘modernise and diversify sus-
tainable agriculture’.

“This initiative seeks to es-
tablish Penang as a high-tech
Green Valley by advancing the
agriculture value chain, leverag-
ing technology, and encourag-
ing urban farming,” Chow said
in his speech last Dec 8.

Chow also thanked ams 0S-
RAM for sponsoring AgriTech
2022 which was participated
by four primary schools and
four secondary schools.

Agriculture, as Chow said, must
play a greater role in Penang's

economy and its importance
cannot be dismissed. — Filepix

The AgriTech 2022 is a success as Chow (wearing red tie), Brownlie (on Chow’s right), Ooi (on
Brownie's right), together with the students, teachers and mentors, give their thumbs-up.

The students were provided
with the opportunity to learn
the fundamentals of agriculture
and how to use LED technology
to grow crops in a customised
box over a six-month period.

Chow said he also appreciat-
ed the OSRAM volunteers who
acted as mentors, the teach-
ers, and the Penang Science

Cluster (PSC) for their support
to inspire the youngsters in ag-
riculture, science, technology
and innovation.

Also present were Science
Cluster director Datuk Yoon
Chon Leong, PSC chief execu-
tive officer Datuk Ooi Peng Ee,
vice-president and managing
director of ams OSRAM Glen

Brownlie, OSRAM Malaysia
R&D director Dr David Lacey
and ams OSRAM Malaysia prin-
cipal specialist and corporate
communications Audrey Cheah.

Brownlie said the Agritech
programme was part of the
company’s commitment to
teaching and demonstrating
how the application of light,

the right kind of light, can en-
hance and improve the growth
of crops. This could contribute
to a greener, lower, carbon solu-
tion for food production.

“If we have managed to
spark within just a few of you
a desire to learn more; if we
have managed to make you
inquisitive, then we have been
successful,” Brownlie told the
students.

A competition was organised
for the participating primary
and secondary schools during
AgriTech 2022.

SJKC Chong Cheng emerged
as the primary school winner,
followed by SJKC Wen Khai,
SK Tanjong Bungah and SJKC
Mak Mandin while SMK Datuk
Oon Butterworth was declared
the secondary schools’ winner,
followed by Penang Chinese
Girls Private High School and St
George’s Girls’ School.

*See also P5
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ENANG is investing sub-
stantially in the latest
technology and adopting

smart digjtal solutions to pro-
mote the development of the
state’s information and technol-
ogy industries, especially in the
manufacturing sector.

“The signing of the Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MoU)
between the Penang Conven-
tion & Exhibition Bureau (PCEB)
and the Malaysia Robotics &
Automation Society (MyRAS) is
key to realising the state’s vi-
sion to enhance technology and
automation in the hospitality
industry,” Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow said in his speech
before opening the two-day BE
@ Penang 2022 conference at
Setia SPICE Convention Centre
in Bayan Lepas last Dec 8.

“We believe that this effort
will further catalyse the trans-
formation of the travel and ser-
vices industry, as well as gener-
ate more business opportuni-
ties for the community.

“I hope that the seventh edi-
tion of BE @ Penang will be a
successful one.

“I hope that the speak-
ers and delegates will have
a fantastic time exchanging

Powering Penang forward
in technology industry

knowledge and make the
most out of the networking
session,” he added.

The BE @ Penang 2022,
themed “Be Forward”, was
aimed at discussing the op-
portunities to level up business
events in the country.

The topics of discussion
comprised sustainability,
events game theory, and nur-
turing youths to create a better
business ecosystem.

Chow hoped the younger
generation would benefit from
the session.

“PCEB has been instrumen-
tal in putting Penang on the
world map for business events.
The bureau worked tirelessly for
the past two years, despite the
Covid-19 pandemic.

“Penang hosted 77 business
events last year (2021) and
successfully recorded RM14
million in Estimated Economic
Impact (EEI).

“PCEB is expecting 2,500

conference.

events with a total of 260,000
delegates next year (2023).
The events are set to generate
EEIl of RM1 billion,” he said.

In a brief press conference

Chow with Yeoh (centre) and Ashwin (left) officially opening the

shortly after the event, Chow
told reporters that many events
in the state have been sched-
uled from next year onwards
until 2026.

“They will be a boost for
Penang as they will generate
revenue and growth for the
state. Penang’s strong manu-
facturing and industrial eco-
system have prompted many
events related to medical
tourism and semiconductors
to be held here,” he said.

State Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee chairman
Yeoh Soon Hin was pleased
with the return of BE @ Penang
2022 in a physical format.

“The conference is an im-
portant platform for knowledge
sharing, networking, and oppor-
tunity.

“We hope the international
guests will take their time to
visit Penang and experience its
culture, arts, and warm hospi-
tality,” he said.

PCEB chief executive officer
Ashwin Gunasekeran said the
MoU signing with MyRAS offers
potential skills and technical
training to the future workforce.

US-based Lanco now in Batu Kawan Industrial Park

LEADING manufacturer of
equipment for production au-
tomation, Lanco Integrated,
officially opened its much-
anticipated, high-technology
manufacturing facility at Batu
Kawan Industrial Park (BKIP)
on Dec 8.

Lanco Integrated vice-pres-
ident (sales and marketing)
Barry Rahimian said the new
manufacturing facility will fo-
cus on constructing, design-
ing and building a customised
engineered turnkey automat-
ed assembly system.

“The system is used in vari-
ous industries, including med-
ical, commercial industrial,
automotive, aerospace, con-
sumer products and others.

“We expect the first de-
signed and built machine to
be ready for shipping by the
end of this year.

“This is an incredible and
exciting project for us be-
cause we believe that Penang
is strategically located as a
manufacturing hub. Penang’s
location enables us to further
expand our operations.

“We are also very grateful
for the strong support of the
federal government, Penang
government and all the rel-
evant agencies.

“We look forward to working
with all of you to achieve great
success,” Rahimian said in
his speech at the opening cer-
emony on Dec 8.

Penang Entrepreneurial De-
velopment, Trade and Indus-
try Committee chairman Da-
tuk Abdul Halim Hussain, who
attended the ceremony, said
Penang is excited and proud
to welcome Lanco Integrated
here.

“Penang is pleased to be
the choice location for Lan-
co’s new manufacturing facil-
ity.

“We are confident that Pen-
ang’s versatile talent pool,
supportive infrastructure and
strong industry clusters will
enable industry players to
enjoy far-reaching benefits in
terms of operational advan-
tages.

“With 50 years of industrial
excellence, Penang has built

Abdul Halim: Penang proud to
welcome Lanco Integrated.

a strong base in electrical and
electronics (E&E) manufactur-
ing, which acts as a spring-
board for diversification into
other industries.

“For instance, Penang is
known as a key regional hub
for automation and equip-
ment manufacturing, serving

Rahimian: Incredible and
exciting project for Lanco.

the needs of various indus-
tries along the value chain.

“Penang is also a hub for
the medical device industry in
this region, having the high-
est concentrations of medical
technology companies in Ma-
laysia and Southeast Asia,”
he said.

Abdul Halim added that
embracing technology and
automation is among the
keys to remaining competi-
tive and operationally effi-
cient in the market.

“It is the determining fac-
tor for business players in
Malaysia to future-proof
themselves by adopting cut-
ting-edge technology, such
as artificial intelligence (Al),
the internet of things (loT),
and robotics, among others.

“This is critical for indus-
trial players to raise produc-
tivity and to be ahead of the
curve.

“The state government,
supported by InvestPenang,
is also committed to creating
an environment that encour-
ages companies to integrate
advance technology into their
businesses,” Abdul Halim said.

Also present during the
opening ceremony were the
Chief Minister’'s special in-
vestment adviser Datuk Seri
Lee Kah Choon and Lanco
Integrated chief executive of-
ficer Bob Kuniega.
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HE state government is
T allocating RM53 million

for this year's i-Sejahtera
programme of which most of the
beneficiaries will be none other
than its senior citizens, says
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

Speaking at the 40th-anniver-
sary celebrations of the Senior
Citizens Association Penang on
Dec 4, Chow said he saluted
those who are aging actively
and graciously.

“The state government has
plans for our warga emas as
they approach their twilight
years. All of them can rest as-
sured that they will be well tak-
en care of, if not by their family
members, then at least by the
state government through our
age-friendly policies.

“In fact, we have been mak-
ing consistent efforts in advo-
cating the importance of active
aging for the past few years.
The Penang government, in col-
laboration with the Malaysian
Healthy Ageing Society (MHAS)
through the Penang Women’'s
Development Corporation
(PWDC), is working continuous-
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ly on this cause,” Chow said in
his speech.

He said the fact that elderly
care homes are mushrooming
all over the state indicates that
our life span is getting longer,
and we are becoming an aging
society.

Like it or not, Chow added
that this is the trend in Malay-
sia and also globally, especially
developing countries.

“Hence, what we are do-
ing is important because it
brings in the possibilities of
positively transforming our
current and future social de-
velopment values.

“We have to be ready with a
welltrained and well-informed
healthcare system so that we
can understand what being a
true caregiver means. For this
to happen, we need to bridge
the inter-generational gap ef-
fectively.

“We begin by instilling posi-
tive values in our younger gen-
eration to respect, support
and provide better care for the
elderly population. This way,
they will also be helping them-
selves in their own journey to-
wards becoming a productive

s
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Chow, Ong and Mohd Yussof Latlff cuttmg the cake to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the Senior
Citizens Association Penang. With them is Chong Eng (right).

senior citizen in the future.
We all need to be prepared to
meet the challenges of tomor-
row,” Chow said.

He also congratulated SCA
president Katherine Ong and
her management committee
for having successfully run the
SCA for the past years and en-
suring the Penang warga emas
have a place to go and spend
their leisure time with their el-
derly friends and others.

Noting that some of the SCA
members have just crossed
the threshold to officially be-
come warga emas and most
of them present are in their

70s, 80s and even 90s, Chow
wished them all good health
and live life to the fullest in the
greener and friendlier beloved
state of Penang.

Also present were Chong
Eng, the state exco for Social
Development and non-Islam-
ic Religious Affairs, Senior
Citizens Association Penang
(SCA) trustees Tan Sri Mohd
Yussof Latiff and Yeoh Ghee
Tin, SCA legal adviser Khoo
Gaik Yee and SCA medical ad-
viser Dr Prabu Ramasamy.

According to Ong, SCA will
always be on hand to assist
the retirees of society as they

make the transition from be-
ing active participants in the
workforce to facing a new be-
ginning and not feeling they
are being put out to pasture.

“There are still challenges
to encounter that can make
their life meaningful and ful-
filled,” Ong said.

She added that although
Covid-19 hampered their ac-
tivities for almost three years,
the association managed to
add 100 new members since
it occupied the new premises
at 120A, Jalan Scotland. This
has brought the total member-
ship to about 800.

IT was a special moment to see
many senior citizens dancing
the night away happily during
the 40th-anniversary celebra-
tion of the Senior Citizens’ As-
sociation Penang recently.

Two septuagenarians, dancer
Lor Kim Seng and his wife Tai
Soo Hwa, easily caught the eye
with their graceful and elegant
performance

The dancers, who came from
different clubs, performed with
skill and elan. There were line
dancing, Latin dance, Nyonya
dance and rock-and-roll dance.

Lor, 70, said dancing is a
good way to stay healthy and
happy, irrespective of age.

Having retired after being a
Grab driver for seven years upon
reaching the age limit of 70 in
July, he now devotes about five
days a week to attending dance
lessons with Tai, 73.

At times, Lor himself would
go for a singing session in the
morning, followed by a dance
lesson at night on the same day.

Lor was previously a car

salesman and a coffee shop
operator.

He used to dance in the
earlier years but had stopped
for quite a long time. He and
his wife started to join the
Ballroom Dance Club and Se-
nior Citizens Club of the Pen-
ang Young Men'’s Christian As-
sociation (YMCA) in 2016.

“My wife is a pensioner and |
am no longer a Grab driver. So,
with nothing much to do, we be-
gan to participate in singing and
dancing.

“Learning how to dance can
be difficult at the beginning, but
once you get in the groove, you
will enjoy it.

“We learn ballroom dances
like waltz, tango, quick step,
foxtrot and Viennese Waltz and
also Latin dances like jive, cha
cha, rumba, samba and rock-
and-roll,” Lor said.

To Lor, senior citizens should
not be cooped up at home or
just living aimlessly.

Dancing is a healthy activity that will keep senior citizens
occupied.

“I think physical inactivity and
a sedentary lifestyle can make
a person go senile. Through
dancing, we can socialise and
make new friends. Life will be-
come more meaningful and hap-
pier,” he said.

The couple has three adult

children and two grandchildren.

Lor also expressed his strong
support for the activities and
policies of the state government
to actively promote and encour-
age active aging.

“The initiatives taken by
the state government are a

step in the right direction. An
active life can make a person
healthier and more cheerful.
You may even forget your age
when you take part in the ac-
tivities,” Lor said.

Lor and his wife are an ex-
emplary couple in that life can
be lived to the fullest.

State executive councillor
Chong Eng, who is in charge
of Social Development and
non-Islamic Religious Affairs,
has constantly espoused the
concept of active aging.

She said Penang has been
working on ways to create an
age-friendly city, knowing that
the state is now the second
highest aging state in Malay-
sia after Perak but is project-
ed to be the top by 2040.

“The state government al-
ways wants to promote active
aging. And active aging is not
when you become 60 or 70
years old, then only you start to
do something," she said.

Dancing thelr way to health and happmess
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IVING up to its name,
LOne Hope Charity & Wel-

fare (One Hope Charity)
marked its 20th anniversary
celebrations by giving out
5,000 sets of essential needs
and red packets to needy fam-
ilies in Penang.

The annual celebration was
held grandly to bring warmth to
the underprivileged after a two-
year hiatus due to Covid-19.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow, who was among the dignitar-
ies present at the event, praised
One Hope Charity for its commit-
ment to assisting B40 families
in the state.

“One Hope Charity has al
ways committed itself to helping
the needy ever since its estab-
lishment as a non-governmental
organisation (NGO) 20 years

Marking 20 y. i
of bringing ‘~

ago.

“They have been doing a mar-
vellous job by reducing the bur-
den on needy families through
their generosity.

“A total of 5,000 families
comprising single mothers, se-
nior citizens, and those with
many dependents have been
selected to receive the essen-
tial needs worth RM150 and
RM200 cash.

“I have been informed that
One Hope Charity has spent
RM2 million to realise this pro-
gramme,” he said in his speech
during the event at Auto City in
Bukit Mertajam on Dec 4.

Chow thanked the grassroots
from various state constituen-
cies who have taken up the ini-
tiatives to provide bus services
to the recipients.

He added the state was
honoured to have the chance
to collaborate with an NGO to

Chow distriuting gifts to the needy during the event.

bring betterment to the public.

“One Hope Charity’s task
of delegating assistance has
been carried out systemati-
cally.

“We are proud of One Hope
Charity’s milestone, and we
hope they can continue their
best to help out more needy
families in the future,” Chow
said.

One Hope Charity chairman
Datuk Chua Sui Hau said he
appreciated the state’s effort

to support them.

“Since our inception, our
principle remains the same
which is to help everyone re-
gardless of race and religion.

“A lot of charitable pro-
grammes have been held all
this while for our society, and a
special thanks to our sponsors
for realising our programme to-
day,” he said.

One Hope Charity has
also made contributions to
some establishments worth

RM200,600 in total.

They are Province Wellesley
Renal Medifund (PWRM) Di-
alysis Centre, Leisure Health
Care Centre, Pertubuhan Ke-
bajikan Insan Penyayang Pulau
Pinang, Sai Dwakamai Laxmi
Home Care, Community AIDS
Service Penang (CASP), Jit Sin
School Union Bukit Mertajam
Digital Library, Education De-
partment in central Seberang
Perai district, SMK Jalan Da-
mai, and SMK Berapit.

School groundbreaklng ceremony enters records book

Some of the partlclpants takmg
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WITH 500 people taking part,
it was little surprise that the
groundbreaking ceremony of
SRJK (C) Kuang Yu in Batu
Kawan on Dec 3 made it into
the Malaysia Book of Records.

The primary school, which
has 88 years of history, is be-
ing relocated to Batu Kawan
from Kuala Muda, Penaga.

Bukit Tambun assemblyman
Goh Choon Aik said the setting
up of the new school would
take three years.

“The cost of the project
is about RM18 million,” he
said in his speech before the
groundbreaking ceremony.

It was reported in 2018 that

the then Deputy Education Min-
ister Teo Nie Ching had said
the school would be built on
a 2.43ha plot provided by the
Penang Development Corpora-
tion (PDC), and was expected
to be ready three years later.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said the project was de-
layed because of Covid-19.

“Back in 2018, Teo visited
the primary school in Kuala
Muda which had a low pupil
enrolment. She also visited
this site in Batu Kawan before
proposing for the school to be
relocated here so that it could
continue to operate.

“An approval to build the

primary school was granted
by the Education Ministry in
2019,” Chow said, adding the
construction of the school was
expected to start in the second
quarter of 2023.

He added that the Pen-
ang government allocated
RM200,000 to assist the
school.

He thanked and welcomed
more sponsors to lend their
support to the school.

Also present were state
Social Development and Non-
Islamic Religious Affairs Com-
mittee chairman Chong Eng,
and Jawi assemblyman H’'ng
Mooi Lye.

MICCI celebrates 185th anniversary in style

IT was definitely a night to re-
member for the Malaysian Inter-
national Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (MICCI) when it
celebrated its 185th anniversa-
ry with much excitement, good
food and band performances
on Dec 9.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow, who was among the distin-
guished guests at the ceremo-
ny, said MICCI has come a long
way since it was first founded in
Penang in 1837.

It was then known as the Pen-
ang Chamber of Commerce and
Agriculture before it changed its
name to the Malaysian Interna-
tional Chamber of Commerce
and Industry in 1963.

As it was founded at a time
of political and economic diffi-
culties, Chow said it started as
a voice representing the varied
interests of its multi-racial and
international members.

It first represented traders
and mercantile merchants in
the agricultural sector before
growing to represent a more di-
verse range that now includes
manufacturers, hoteliers, edu-
cators, medical and a host of
other services.

“The voice that is now known
as MICCI has become stronger

and louder at various levels and
in other states with every pass-
ing year.

“We further recognise that
MICCI is now in the steady
hands of your office bearers and
continues to show strong com-
mitment towards your founding
goals and solidly supported by
185 years of experience and
counting,” Chow said in his
speech during the anniversary
celebration.

Chow added MICCI and the
Penang government share a dy-
namic working relationship.

“This is proven with member
representation in at least four
state committees headed by
the respective state executive
councillors.

“While the state industrial
statistics have been phenom-
enal for the past years, how-
ever, it must be emphasised
that what Penang has achieved
does not exist in a vacuum.

“Instead, it is a collective
success, thanks to a strong
partnership between the state
government, government
agencies, industry players as
well as chambers like MICCI
which have been instrumental
in highlighting issues to be ad-
dressed," he said.
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0 students — Daniel Tan
IYuhong and Himmanesh
Kalai Selvan — are on
cloud nine after receiving an
RM150,000 scholarship each
from ams OSRAM to study me-
chanical engineering in Germa-
ny from March this year.

This is the first time ams OS-
RAM is awarding such a schol-
arship, one to an employee’s
child and another to the public.

Yuhong and Himmanesh,
both 20, have been accepted
into the University of Applied
Sciences Ravensburg-Weingar-
ten.

The duo were all smiles
when they received a mock
cheque from Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow at the closing

ceremony of the AgriTech 2022
at ams OSRAM on Dec 8.

Also present were vice-pres-
ident and managing director
of ams OSRAM Glen Brownlie,
OSRAM Malayasia R&D direc-
tor Dr David Lacey and ams
OSRM Malaysia principal spe-
cialist and corporate communi-
cations Audrey Cheah, Penang
Science Cluster (PSC) director
Datuk Yoon Chon Leong and
PSC chief executive officer Da-
tuk Ooi Peng Ee.

After finishing his secondary
education at Chung Ling High
School, Yuhong enrolled at Inti
College for A-Levels studies in
which he scored 3A*.

“I'm thankful to be given this
scholarship by OSRAM where
my father is working.

“It has always been my
dream to be an engineer be-
cause | am very interested in

Ng, the coaches and athletes taking part in the workshop.

Diversifying training to boost
sports performance

PENANG state coaches and
athletes integrated resistance
training into their sports train-
ing programme during a work-
shop here at the Penang State
Sports Council (MSNPP) to
boost sports performance.

The Foundation to Peak Per-
formance in Sports on AMSR
Concept workshop was held on
Nov 27.

It was organised by Sanct-
band Active, in collaboration
with the Penang State Sports
Council.

Coach and former national
badminton player Daphne Ng
said the workshop with the MS-
NPP coaches concentrated on
the foundation of sports training.

“We also applied the AMSR
concept (Activation, Mobilisa-
tion, Strengthening and Recov-
ery) in the exercises to maxi-
mise gains.

“The coaches can apply
what they learn to help their
athletes improve performance
and decrease sports injuries,”

she said.

Sanctband Active brand pro-
prietor and Sanctuary Health
Sdn Bhd managing director Koh
Yek Joo said the objective of
the workshop was to promote
awareness and resistance train-
ing integration in sports training
programmes.

“Resistance training is often
stereotyped as training for reha-
bilitation purposes, but in truth,
it has also helped to improve
sports performance,” Koh said.

MSNPP director Harry Chai
said the sports industry in Ma-
laysia had been encountering
challenges caused by Covid-19.

“MSNPP has been exploring
various training programmes to
keep up with the challenges.
The collaboration with Sanct-
band Active will enable the inte-
gration of resistance training in-
to sports training programmes.

“This will create opportuni-
ties for stakeholders in the
sports industry to diversify their
training programmes,” he said.

Scholarship recipients Yuhong (second from left) and Himmanesh (fifth from left) receiving the mock
cheque for RM150,000 each from ams OSRAM. With them are (from left) David, Chow, Shalinee,
Brownlie and Kalai.

science subjects.

“Besides getting the scholar-
ship, | will also have the oppor-
tunity to work in ams OSRAM
because of a three-year bond. |
don’t really have to find a job af-
ter graduating. This is secure,”
Yuhong said.

His father, David Tan, who
has been working with ams
OSRAM for 25 years, said he
was very happy and proud of
his son.

Himmanesh grabbed the
scholarship even though he
had been offered a place to
study at Universiti Malaya.

“I had just finished my A-Lev-

els at TAR University College
and my original plan was to go
to a local university.

“When | received the good
news from ams OSRAM that |
got the scholarship, | could not
believe it at first.

“Of course | was very excit-
ed because not everyone gets
a chance to study overseas. |
am very grateful to them,” said
Himmanesh, who finished his
secondary education at SMK
Bukit Jambul.

Both his parents, Kalai Sel-
van Subramaniam and Sha-
linee David Fonseka, were
present to share his joy.

Brownlie said as a multina-
tional continually growing and
investing in the country, ams
OSRAM feels an obligation to
be part of the solution to ad-
dress the talent shortage.

“Today, fewer than 50% of
students are involved in STEM
subjects and only 20% in pure
science, while our neighbouring
countries move ahead to intro-
duce coding and app develop-
ment into their junior schools,"
Brownlie said.

“There needs to be an effort
by all parties to take a long-
term view and changed the
trend,” Brownlie said.

NoU to equip youth W|th dlgltal Skl||S

TO further empower youths,
Penang Youth Development
Corporation (PYDC) signed a
Note of Understanding (NoU)
with Penang Zone Vocational
Colleges and Technical High
Schools recently.

State Youth and Sports
Committee chairman Soon
Lip Chee said PYDC has tak-
en proactive steps by coming
up with various initiatives to
help youths to be ready for
the industrial revolution 4.0
(IR 4.0).

Soon said among them
was the signing of the NoU
on Nov 30.

“This NoU signing is to
signify a commitment of col-
laboration between PYDC and
CollaTeam with Penang Zone
Vocational Colleges and Tech-
nical High Schools for more
future collective initiatives for
youths especially.

“The CollaTeam is an im-
portant industry player with
regards to IR 4.0.

“With the NoU, it will open
the room for everyone to share
their expertise to empower the
youth to a higher level.

“Penang Zone Vocational
Colleges and Technical High
Schools are educational in-
stitutions that provide formal
training for young people in
vocational studies.

“As for PYDC, it is a state
agency that serves as a
platform for youth empower-
ment,” he added.

Following the NoU exchange,
the National Vocational Colleg-

. o # |
(From Ieft) Zainol, Penang Zone Vocational Colleges and Technical
High Schools chalrman Nazhar Kader Bawa, Gwee, Soon and Colla
Tech Sdn Bhd chief executive officer Abby Toh in a group photo
after the NoU exchange.

es Website Creation Competi-
tion was also launched.

Also present were PYDC
general manager Dr Gwee Sai
Ling and Seberang Perai Voca-
tional College director Zainol
Mohd Radzi.

It is learned that a total of
47 vocational colleges were
invited to participate in the
competition.

Currently, some 500 stu-
dents have registered for the
competition.

For details, call Oh Zi Jian
at 016-439 7993.
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JANUARY 16 — 31, 2023

Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

m 04-2260218
F) 04 -226 0218

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Dato’ Ir. Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul
Rahman

T) 04 - 575 6526
F) 04 - 575 6526

NAMA ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ‘ NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG No Tel/ No Faks

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

04 - 649 3976
04 - 649 3976

N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Haiji Mohd. Tuah Ismail

(T) 04 - 866 0214

N.01 PENAGA
YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah (M)
N.02 BERTAM %T) 013 - 430 6400

YB Khalig Mehtab Mohd. Ishag P) 04-576 7606

N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy
ramasamy@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 383 2131
F) 04 -383 9131

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU
YB Phee Boon Poh
h npoh nan: v.my:;

pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com

(T) 04 - 2620860
012 - 480 5495
(F) 04 - 261 8745

N.12 PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin
norlela.arifin@gmail.com

ET% 04 - 538 2871
F) 04 - 538 4871

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Chong Eng
chong.eng@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 530 3028
F) 04 - 530 3028

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
j ingh nan v.m

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 - 227 2464

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain
pusatkhidmatn37@gmail.com

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee

(T) 04 - 331 0163

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

(T) 04 - 890 3866

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

T) 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtar@dappg.org

T) 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.06 TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal
mustafakamal.mkba@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n%.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 305 4962

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil
faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04- 5211106

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee
berapit@dappg.org

ST% 017 - 813 3509
F) 04 -540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon
kllee78@gmail.com

sT% 013-399 0519
F) 04-551 1442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsico-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

ST% 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

T) 04 - 502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
jawi@dappg.org

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah
ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

(T)

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng

limguaneng@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit
pulautikuskadun@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 228 5298
016 - 6912548
016 - 4152548

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen
pengkalankota@dappg.org

ST 04 -250 1522
F) 04 -250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

m 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
agirtam@dappg.org

(T) 04 - 829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam
kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail

T) 04 - 293 7545
F) 04 - 293 7546

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
YB Nor Hafizah Othman

N.05 SUNGAI DUA M

YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA }Tg 04 - 548 4541
YB Dr. Afif Bahardin F) 04 - 548 4541

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Zulkifli lbrahim ]
n21adunsgacheh@gmail.com

N.40 TELUK BAHANG
YB Zolkifly Md. Lazim m

PENANG CARE SOCIETY

Hotline
T) 04-291 0123

04 -6427777

PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN No Tel/ No Faks

DAP PENANG HQ
dappenang@dapmalaysia.org

04 - 228 8482
04-228 8514

N.01 PENAGA
Aida Yusof Rawa

(T) 019 - 338 2668
gidarawa54@yahoo.com

PKR PENANG HQ

(T) 04-397 0115

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
Mohd. Taupek Abd. Rahman

| ] (T) 019 - 415 3850
hajifek@gmail.com

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Muhammad Fitri Termizi

: Ay (T)0O11-31127702
fitritermizi@amanah.org.my

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN NEGERI 04-262 1957
PBA (PUSAT PANGGILAN 24 JAM)  04-255 8255
KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF
SOCSO

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ 04-656 4131
04-398 8809

JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA 04-261 0058
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
FERI (GEORGETOWN) 04-210 2363

( BUTTERWORTH) 04-310 2377
JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTHO04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN
KANAK-KANAK
CAP 04-829 9511

04-829 4046

BEFRIENDERS PENANG 04-281 5161
04-281 1108
PERPUSTAKAAN PP 04-229 8555

€ renanglawancovid19
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SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MBSP 2022
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MBSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
Ahmad Rizal Abd. 019 - 464 6696 . .
Hamid 1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut Penyelia 013 - 449 0366
Bahagian
Ahmad Tarmizi Jusoh 012 - 487 7575 Kewarganegaraan
2. K. Velan Barat Daya 018 - 394 4537
Anuar Yusoff 016 - 461 6390
04 -507 5390 ] _
3. Lim Zheng Han Seberang Perai ) ) 011 - 1244 7167
Utara Pejabat Bahagian
Chee Yeeh Keen 019 - 455 7731 Kewarganegaraan Pulau Pinang,
] ] Tingkat 46, KOMTAR
4. K. Nirmala Seberang Perai 017 -572 0272
Cheen Goon Hooi 012 - 4020923 Tengah 04 - 650 5105
5. K. Viknesh Prabu Seberang Perai 012 - 693 4786
David Marshel a/I 019 - 412 3397 Selatan
Pakianathan 04 - 399 6689
Delakan a/l Ratha 012 - 584 4437 Nota:
Krisnak Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.
sfri i 018 - 232 2502 SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS [ | |
MBPP 2022 B e T -
1
1
Galgimani a/l 012 - 534 1384 Nama Telefon : EDITORIAL
Subramnian I
MBPP 04 - 259 2020 ] Editors :
. ! Christopher Tan (English
Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 -261 2460 Abdul Latif Mohamad 012 - 248 5016 : Tan Kec?n Ming (((Zhigese))
1 . .
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 019 - 541 4818 ] ©o R (el
1
Jeffery Koay Kai Chin 013 - 521 2868 i .
NSl LSSRS L Alan Lim Wei Lun 017 - 343 3995 i _iiters:
! M. Tanushalini, Ong Kok Hoay, Edmund Lee,
) Dato’ Dr. Shahul Hameed Syed 017 - 567 0885 : Muhamad Riadz Akmal and Kevin Vimal (English)
Muhamad Suzuki 0111-1119 4419 Mohamed 1 Eng Kok Wei, Foong Chee Yin,
Aied ] Wong Sook Shyan and Lee Jia Ying (Chinese)
Francis a/l Joseph 012 - 474 3321 ! J. Patmavathy (Tamil)
Ng Yee Siang 010 - 562 2698 N :
Haji Mohamed Yusoff 019-4138114 ] Photographers :
wislherneel Noer | Law Suun Ting, Alissala Thian,
Ngoh Cheng Hai 017 -979 0933 i i
2 < el Hari Krishnan a/I Ramakrishnan 010- 505 5571 : Ahmad Adil MUh,qud: Darwina MOhd' Daud,
! Noor Siti Nabilah Noorazis,
, Harvindar Singh @/l Darshan 012 - 428 2250 : Adleena Rahayu Ahmad Radz,
Noor Azuawati Ahmad 018 - 965 4559 Singh i Muhamad Amir Irsyad Omarr,
i Siti Nuratikah Rahmat and Siew Chia En
Kaliyappan a/l P. Renganathan 012 - 407 7276 1
1
Norly Masitah 013 - 582 2503 ' Graphic Designers :
Mohamed Noor Lee Chee How 012 - 470 3389 : Idzham Ahmad
: Nasrul Amir Yahaya
Lee Wei Seang 012-4528305 | ! oA Y
Ong Jing Cheng 012 - 758 3779 i ) ) )
016 - 445 5709 Muhamad Khairul Mohd Ali 012 - 542 0520 : Bagi sebarang maklum balas, sila hantar ke:
b o A 016 521 3369 ] Editor BULETIN MUTIARA,
(0] unairt Arumugam © B
Ooi Boon Sheng 016 - 447 8320 Abduliah d I gl A7, KSIIEE, UL Fenaig
1 Telefon : 04-650 5468 ; Fax : 04-261 5923
i i~ . . .
Nurhafiza Huda Idris 017 - 450 5751 ! Email: buletinmutiara.bpkn@gmail.com
Ooi Yong Wooi 016- 4211196 e :
Ooh Sin Hwa 012 - 4751669
hB Li 017 - 462 2431
Tan Chee Teong 012 - 4017718 Quah Boon Lim
Rodziah Abul Khassim 019 - 319 4840 ‘C”
Tan Choo Eng 019 - 448 4344 Rohaizat Hamid 019 - 510 0075
04 - 323 2679
Tan Chiew Choon 019 - 470 4499 www_ buletinmutiara.com
Teh Chuann Yien 010 - 441 7749 ;
Tan Hooi Pen 012 - 498 6212 . .
o buletinmutiara | ChowKonYeow
Tan Seng Keat 012 - 438 6191
Tharani a/p Kesavan 017 - 450 2431 ] ChﬂWanYEUW
Tan Soo Siang 012 - 475 2453
: @chowkonyeow
Zainuddin Mohamed 012 - 479 4200 Theng Jie Wey 016 - 4187108
Wong Yuee Harng 016 - 439 2121 | I
[




Three-star ratmg
for Boulder VaIIe
Glamping Penanl '

OULDER Valley Glamp-
B ing Penang has achieved

a remarkable milestone
after becoming the first glamp-
ing resort in the country to re-
ceive a three-star rating from
the Tourism, Arts and Culture
Ministry (Motac).

The resort received the rat-
ing under the “Innovative Ho-
tel/Resort” category.

The ministry’s Licensing
and Enforcement Division
secretary Roslan Mohammad
congratulated Boulder Valley
Glamping Penang for its suc-
cess.

“It’'s not easy to get three
stars from us as we empha-
sise on the resort’s safety,
the food, the environment
and welfare of staff.

“This rating will ensure the
resort strives further to attain
more accolades in the future.
Glamping is now considered
to be a favourite for holiday-
makers in the country.

“So far, 119 hotels have
been graded by us. And these
hotels were out of 304 which
have been registered with us.

“The hotel industry pro-
vides a boost to domestic

tourism, and this recognition
will also spur local tourism
in Penang,” he said after at-
tending the event at Boulder
Valley Glamping Penang in Te-
luk Bahang.

The resort general man-
ager P. Nagaswaran thanked

Motac for the
given.

“We will work harder to up-
lift our resort in the future,”
he said.

Also present were Malay-
sian Association of Hotels
(Penang chapter) chairman
Tony Goh, and the resort’s
chief executive officer Teoh
Hang Ching.

recognition

" AThe Boulder Valley Glamping
Penang obtains a 3-star rating from
Motac.

<4Roslan (second from left)
presenting the recoghnition to

Teoh (third from left) while Goh
(right), Nagaswaran (second from
right) and Penang Motac director
Jonathan Freddy P. Bagang look on.
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" Pihak penganjur akan memuat naik
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Kelly (fifth from left) and Chow exchanging souvehirs during the
courtesy visit by the RCSI and University College Dublin (UCD)

delegation.

Promoting medical
tourism in Penang

PENANG remains an important
hub for medical tourism, espe-
cially in this region.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said he was happy to wit-
ness the growth of the medical
tourism sub-sector in the state.

He said this to a delegation
from the Royal College of Sur-
geons in lIreland (RCSI) and
University College Dublin (UCD)
when they paid him a visit in
Komtar.

“The new wing of Island Hos-
pital in Peel Avenue has been
opened this year.

“It is also good to note that
we have about six companies

dealing with medical devices in
the state.

“We hope to promote medi-
cal tourism in Penang as that is
our niche market,” he said.

The meeting touched on ini-
tiatives to promote Science,
Technology, Engineering & Math-
ematics (STEM) education and
ways to boost medical tourism.

The delegation, led by RCSI
chief executive officer Prof
Cathal Kelly, was impressed
with the state’s commitment to
spur medical tourism and the
state’s vision.

Kelly hoped for better engage-
ment in the future.



313 top SPM, g%
STPM studentsi:

rewarded

=Pix by Darwina Mohd Daud

HE Penang government
Thanded out awards

to a total of 313 stu-
dents, who were among the
top scorers in the 2021 Sijil
Tinggi Persekolahan Malaysia
(STPM) and Sijil Pelajaran Ma-
laysia (SPM), recently.

Out of the 313 recipients,
82 were STPM (Form 6) and
231 were SPM (Form 5) high
achievers.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow and Deputy Chief Minister |
Datuk Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul
Rahman presented certificates
of appreciation to the STPM
students and SPM students re-
spectively.

Chow said cash incen-
tives amounting to a total of

RM232,000 would be paid to
the top scorers and as well as
the top schools.

“This initiative is a small
recognition by the state govern-
ment for the excellent achieve-
ments of the students of Pen-
ang who have worked hard and
diligently.

“To the parents, guardians
and teachers involved, you are
the central pillar of the success
of these children.

“Despite the difficulties faced
by students, teachers and par-
ents in going through these
difficult times, including the
Covid-19 situation, the state
government is very proud that
every year we can witness an
improvement,” Chow said in his
speech on Dec 6.

He added that for STPM

"

Chow, Ahmad Zakiyuddin (in green

&

Fxal .

batik, left), Ramasamy (in green shirt, right), Abdul Halim (on

1.z

Ramasamy's left) and other dignitaries in a group photo with the recipients.

achievement in 2021, Penang
recorded a proud cumulative
grade point average (CGPA) of
2.85, surpassing the national
CGPA (2.79) and also higher
than the CGPA in 2020 (2.83).

For last year's SPM, Chow
said he was informed that
15,520 out of 20,048 candi-
dates, or 86.03%, managed to
pass the examination and re-
ceive certificates.

They included 231 students
who managed to achieve 7A+
and above.

Earlier, Deputy Chief Minister
[l Prof Dr P. Ramasamy, who is
also in charge of the education
portfolio, said Penang students
have always recorded good re-
sults overall in the SPM and
STPM examinations every year.

“I would like to wish all the

Visually-impaired student wins award

WHEN Wan Fatin |lly-
ana Shaik Ahmad Nazri
passed her PMR (Pe-

nilaian Menengah Rendah
with fairly good results in
2016, her future seemed
bright.

But life dealt her a cruel
blow when she suddenly
lost her vision as she en-
tered Form Four.

has yet to recover from her
blindness.

It was a touching sight when
Wan Fatin was led by her father
after being called upon to re-
ceive a Special Student Award
from Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow at the 2021 Excellence
Awards Ceremony for SPM and
STPM high achievers on Dec 6.

The 21-year-old is taking
a degree in Information and
Records Management at the
UiTM Punchak Perdana Cam-
pus in Selangor.

“I'm thankful to God for this
award. | did not expect to get
excellent results.

“How | became blind is a
mystery but doctors believe it
has to do with a nerve disorder
or glaucoma.

“For someone to become
totally blind suddenly can be

Neng Ye just sat for

. . UEC aft i
To this day, Wan Fatin 10Asainesr;|$:rmg

'

unnerving. | went through a
period of depression.

“But thanks to my family
for their support, | managed
to overcome it rather quickly,”
Wan Fatin, the youngest of
three siblings, told Buletin Mu-
tiara.

Shaik Ahmad said his
daughter had seen several eye
specialists, including an oph-
thalmologist at a private hos-
pital in Penang, but to no avail.

Because of her illness, he
said he resigned from his job
as a section manager at Rob-
ert Bosch at the age of 57 in
2017 to care for her while his
wife, Ma’'wan Rashidah, con-
tinues to be the headmistress
of SMK Sama Gagah in Per-
matang Pauh, Seberang Perai.

What is striking about Wan

P

Wei Jun not

only excels in
studies but also in
badminton.

Fatin is that she exudes a
cheerful spirit.

Several other award re-
cipients that Buletin Muti-
ara spoke to may not have
travelled the same journey
as Wan Fatin but they also
worked hard to score excel-
lent results.

One of them was Ng Wen
Jun, a Chung Ling High School
student who scored 10As in-
cluding 7A+ in the SPM in
2021.

His father, Ng Kam Fook,

achievers the best in their fur-
ther education and hope they
achieve their ambitions,” Rama-
samy said.

He said each of the 231 SPM
high achievers would receive
RM500 while each of the 82
STPM high achievers would re-
ceive RM1,000 cash incentive.

In addition to these awards,
there were also awards for the
best students by race and a
“special” best student.

Ramasamy added that as
many as 22 schools in Penang
obtained 100% passes in SPM
and 11 schools obtained 100%
passes in STPM, hence their
students were eligible to receive
their certificates.

Another great achievement,
he said, was that out of 2,049
students who sat the STPM in

is a famous badminton coach
in Penang who has groomed
many youngsters over the past
20 years.

“I would like to thank my
teachers and parents for their
guidance. | studied about five
to six hours a day to pre-
- pare for my SPM.
- That  re-
. quires self-
discipline
and a lot of
determina-
tion,” said
Wen Jun, the
eldest of three
boys.

Gowri says her
grandfather is
her inspiration to
study hard.

2021, a total of 2,048 passed
and were eligible to receive their
STPM certificate.

[t was also a memorable
celebration for Sekolah Menen-
gah Kebangsaan Agama (P) Al-
Mashoor for emerging as the
Best STPM school and Sekolah
Menengah Kebangsaan Bukit
Jambul for emerging as the
Best SPM school for 2021.

Both schools were reward-
ed with a cash incentive of
RM6,000 each.

Also present were state exec-
utive councillors Chong Eng and
Datuk Abdul Halim Hussain,
deputy State Secretary Datuk
Ahmad Rizal Hussain (manage-
ment) and Penang Education
Department deputy director of
the learning sector Roland @
Rozaidi Abu Hassan.

Shaik/Ahmad[showing;
lthelcertificate]his)

daughterlWan|Eatin]
=received [from]Chow

Gowri Ruttira Kumaran, 20,
made Kolej Tingkatan Enam
Haji Zainul Abidin proud by
scoring 4As in her STPM in
2021.

“I would like to thank my
teachers for their guidance
and dedication. My grandfa-
ther is also my inspiration,”
said Gowri, who is pursuing a
Bachelor’'s Degree in econom-
ics at Universiti Sains Malay-
sia.

Brian Bong Neng Ye, 18,
is looking forward to taking a
short break after having just
finished his Unified Examina-
tion Certificate (UEC).

The Chung Ling Private High
School student said he was
surprised to obtain 10As (in-
cluding 7A+) in the SPM.
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Pivotal role of hawkers, traders

=Pix by Siew Chia En
AWKERS and traders are
Himportant stakeholders
in ensuring the policies
of the local authority reach the
community, says Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow.

The hawkers and traders, he
said, are the closest to the local
community.

“So, any policy that is imple-
mented without the support of
these important stakeholders
will be doomed to fail.

“So, that is the approach
that we (the state govern-
ment) want to implement in
Penang; that is, before the
councils (Penang Island City
Council or Seberang Perai City
Council) make any change or
even improvement, if it is not
well explained, it can become
a ‘different’ matter,” he said
at MBPP Hawkers and Traders
Day Celebration 2022 at the
Batu Lancang Hawker Centre
car park on Dec 3.

The celebration was put on

SAIVIESWU 1 /v

Some of the hawkers and traders (back row) posing for a photo with Chow (centre), and (from left) Tan, Rajendran, Wong and Theng.

hold the past two years due to
Covid-19.

Chow continued: “During this
phase of transition to the en-
demic stage, we cannot deny
the role and contribution played
by the hawker industry and the
traders’ community in develop-
ing and empowering the socio-
economic status of the state
and the country as a whole.

“Although many are affected
by Covid-19, this epidemic has
actually changed the landscape
and patterns of hawkers and the
traders’ community to a level
beyond our expectations where
the use of technology and digiti-

sation has grown rapidly, includ-
ing cashless payment options.
“Whether we like it or not,
this adaptation to digital tech-
nology needs to be accepted
with an open heart. There-
fore, I call on all of you to be
aware and explore and seize
this opportunity to advance
your respective businesses.”
Chow was warmly welcomed
by MBPP secretary Datuk A.
Rajendran, MBPP  councillor
Wong Yuee Harn, who is also
the organising chairman, sev-
eral MBPP councillors including
alternate chairman for public
health standing committee

Nicholas Theng, MBPP public
education committee chairlady
Connie Tan, department heads
and representatives of various
agencies when he arrived.

Rajendran said the council
has carried out inspections and
grading of food premises and
hawker stalls in MBPP com-
plexes as cleanliness and food
safety are very important.

Based on their findings, 31%
of markets and food complexes
have achieved Grades A and B.

For food premises, a total of
95.8% have achieved Grades A
and B based on the target set
by the council which is 80%.

He said the council was
also actively trying to provide
guidance to traders of Grade
C premises (4.2%) to improve
the level of cleanliness and
other aspects of environmen-
tal health.

“With this benchmark, Pen-
ang will continue to be a tourist
destination for local and foreign
visitors. This increase in the
number of tourists can contrib-
ute to the income of hawkers
and traders through their spend-
ing,” Rajendran said.

At the celebration, 30 hawk-
ers and traders received their
respective awards from Chow.

Community Mediation Service Centre in Komtar constituency

COURT cases can sometimes
be time-consuming and costly.

And to avoid that, there is
help for parties in dispute as
a Community Mediation Ser-
vice Centre was launched in
the Komtar constituency on
Dec 3 at its 2030 Centre to
serve members of the public
in the district.

Komtar assemblyman Teh
Lai Heng expressed his grati-
tude to the Penang Council of
Justices of the Peace and its JP
Mediation Bureau for helping to
set up the mediation centre.

“Arguments and disputes
happen often in our lives and
while we can usually solve them
by ourselves, there are times
when two parties are unable
to reach a settlement and will
need the help of a third party.

“To settle the problem, usual-
ly that means making a claim to
the small claims court or even
to the civil court. These could
take a lot of time and money
and end up costing more than
what the argument is worth.

“That is why having a media-
tor to help both sides reach a
consensus is a good idea to set-
tle the dispute peacefully and
end it in a win-win scenario. Me-
diation is a way of getting both
arguing parties to sit together to

find common ground, to resolve
their quarrels,” Teh said in his
speech.

He added that since the last
appointment of JPs (Justice of
Peace) happened 32 years ago
in 1990, all members of the
Penang JP Council are now well
over their retirement age. Even
the youngest JP is over 70 years
old.

Teh said despite that, they
still chose to dedicate their time
by offering wisdom and guid-
ance to the next generation by
helping young local leaders to
be mediators and contribute to
their community.

Also present at the cen-
tre’s launching ceremony
were High Court Judge Da-
tuk Lim Chong Fong, Session
Court Judge and Head Media-
tion Centre MPPP Ooi Sheow
Yean, JP Council president
Datuk Seri R. Arunasalam,
Asian Institute of Alternative
Dispute Resolution president
Prof Datuk Sundra Rajoo and
JP Council Penang secretary
Datuk Ong Seng Huat.

Lim hoped the JP commu-
nity mediation service would
spread to all other constituen-
cies in due course.

“Additionally, the JP Media-
tion Bureau should make ap-

mediators.

proaches to the chambers of
commerce, professional insti-
tutions, clubs, societies and
clan associations in Penang
to offer pro-bono pre-action
mediation services.

“It must be appreciated

Lim (front row, ntre), Teh (front row, seond from right) and some of the JPs with the new batch of

that each successful pre-ac-
tion mediation means a less-
er case for the court too!” Lim
said in his address.

At the ceremony, Lim later
presented certificates to new
mediators who have success-

fully undergone the fifth medi-
ation training course in 2022
organised by the Penang JP
Council and the Asian Inter-
national Arbitration Centre/
Asian Institute of Alternate
Dispute Resolution.

Pasal apa Pakeik
tak dapat lagl sumbangan tunsl
I-Sejahtera ni* Dah dos tahun
dah tak depat.

Lah ya ka,

Pakcik baru taw, Ha, Pakcik ada
nombor akaun bank, Macam
mana Pakcik nak tukar kaedah
pembayaran tunal

ditangguhkan sebab COVID-15;
Pakeik. Pembayaran hanya dapat

dibuat ke al
weng mamblih ks
plndahan wang
elektranik (EFT)

PROGRAM i-SEJAHTERA

FSEJAHTERA DAN MUAT NAIK PENYATA AKAUN BANK
BAGI MEMBOLEHKAN BAYARAN DIBUAT TERUS KE

Pembayaran secara tunal terpaksa ditangguhkan bagi
mengumnilmn risiko penularan wabak COVID-19

“JON TURAR KE EFTY.
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http://isejahtera.penang.gov.my
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