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ENANG’s LRT alignment
Pis now from Bayan Lepas
to Tanjung Bungah.

Initially, the plan was for a
Bayan Lepas — Komtar align-
ment.

With this good news, Penang-
ites in the Tanjung Bungah area
can soon look forward to faster
travel to the city centre.

Making this announcement,
Transport  Minister  Anthony
Loke Siew Fook said although
the alignment will be stretched
further up northeast on the
island, the station in Komtar
will be one of the main transit
points for the public.

“The station had initially
been identified, which was
here at the Sia Boey Urban Ar-
chaeological Park.

“We expect to have 27 sta
tions on the first alignment over
a stretch of 29km.

“This Bayan Lepas — Tanjung
Bungah alighment falls under
Phase One.

"We hope to expedite com-
mencement of the construction
as soon as possible and hope
to complete it in five years,”
Loke said after visiting the pro-
posed LRT station at the Sia

L

Archaeological Park. Also present are Loke (next to Chow), Zairil (behind the board) and Teh (right).

Boey Urban Archaeologjcal Park
on May 30.

Accompanying him was Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

Loke, however, stressed
that the location of the LRT
depot must be identified first
as it would be impossible to
finalise the budget and other
proceedings before kickstart-
ing the project.

“We must finalise the loca-
tion as soon as possible before
bringing this matter to the Fi
nance Ministry.

“One thing that the state
and federal governments have
agreed on is that the depot will

not be built on Island A under
the proposed Penang South Is-
lands (PSI) project.

“As | have mentioned before,
the federal government would
only be involved in the imple-
mentation of the LRT project
and not the PSI.

“There are suggestions (for
the depot) from the state gov-
ernment and project manager
MRT Corp (Mass Rapid Transit
Corporation).

“But we must weigh all the
options carefully. For instance,
we must make sure the depot
is located at a suitable and stra-
tegic location so that the people

will find it easily accessible to
other facilities in the state,”
Loke added.

Prime Minister Datuk Seri
Anwar lbrahim on May 6 broke
the good news that the federal
government had principally
agreed to fund Penang’s first
LRT project.

The Prime Minister, howev-
er, urged the Penang govern-
ment to scale down the Pen-
ang South Islands (PSI) project
on the same day.

Meanwhile, during the media
conference, Loke also hoped
that the tender of Phase One
(Bayan Lepas — Tanjung Bun-
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RT from Bayan Lepas
Tanjung Bungah

gah) alignment would begin by
the end of this year if everything
progresses smoothly.

When asked about land ac-
quisition matters during the
construction of the LRT proj-
ect, Loke said it was impos-
sible for any such big project
to not face this issue.

“We will try to utilise state
land as well as existing federal
and PDC (Penang Develop-
ment Corporation) land, and
we are also willing to work with
the private sector on this mat-
ter,” he added.

Before their visit to the park,
Loke and Chow were joined by
MRT Corp chief executive offi-
cer Datuk Mohd Zarif Hashim in
Komtar for a discussion about
the LRT project.

Loke and Chow, together with
their delegation then took a walk
from Komtar to the Sia Boey Ur-
ban Archaeological Park, where
they were joined by reporters for
the media conference.

Also present were state
Transport and Infrastructure
Committee chairman Zairil Khir
Johari, state Tourism and Cre-
ative Economy Committee chair-
man Yeoh Soon Hin, State Sec-
retary Datuk Mohd Sayuthi Ba-
kar, Komtar assemblyman Teh
Lai Heng and Pengkalan Kota
assemblyman Daniel Gooi.
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WHOPPING RM1.185
Aoillion will be invested by

he Penang government,
through the Penang Water Sup-
ply Corporation (PBAPP), on im-
portant water supply projects
over the next five years.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who is also the PBAPP
chairman, said these projects
include the five original key
components and three new
components of PBAPP's Wa-
ter Contingency Plan 2030
(WCP 2030).

“The five original key com-
ponents are the new Bukit
Panchor dissolved air flotation

(DAF) water treatment plant
(WTP), Package 12A, Sungai
Dua WTP: an Additional New
Water Treatment Module, new
Mengkuang Dam WTP, the new
Sungai Kerian WTP (Phase 1),
and the Sungai Perai Water
Supply Scheme (including pre-
treatment of raw water).

“These five original compo-
nents will optimise and increase
PBAPP’s water treatment capac-
ity in Penang” Chow said in his
speech during a site visit to the
Sungai Dua WTP in Tasek Gelu-
gor on May 13.

“As for the three additional
new components of the WCP
2030, the first two are the
laying of 13km of 1,800mm
water distribution pipelines
from the Sungai Dua WTP to

Chow stresses need for
water sharing across states

A WIN-WIN situation is needed
to ensure water sharing across
states in the country, says Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

He called upon the federal
government to take the lead in
finding a resolution to this issue
to achieve a mutually beneficial
outcome for all states involved.

“Water resources are pre-
cious and should be treated as
a national asset.

“We can’'t have a situa-
tion where some states have
a lot of water and others do
not. These resources must be
managed well.

“Comparing it to the power
grid, it is generated elsewhere,
but is distributed everywhere.
The electricity is shared across
the country as not every state
can generate electricity, ” Chow
said at a press conference in
Komtar on May 25.

Chow was asked to comment
on a statement by National
Water Services Commission
(SPAN) chairman Charles San-
tiago that water resources must
be shared across the states.

He fully agreed with Santiago
and hoped the federal govern-
ment would take appropriate
action.

“Where raw water supply is
concerned, we strive our best
as it involves transboundary in
several states.

“If there is any issue to be
resolved by the states, it is the
responsibility of the national
authority to find a win-win situa-
tion,” he said.

Chow emphasised the im-
portance of creating awareness
about responsible water usage
and cultivating a behavioural
mindset that values this vital
resource.

RM1.2 billion to impr
water supply

Butterworth in Seberang Pe-
rai and the laying of 3.9km
of 1,800mm water distribu-
tion pipelines from the Macal-
lum area to the PBAPP Bukit
Dumbar Reservoir and Pump-
ing Station Complex on Pen-
ang island.

“These two new WCP 2030
projects will facilitate the pump-
ing of more treated water from
the Sungai Dua WTP in Seberang
Perai to the Penang island.

“The third new component
is to build an additional new
WTP at Sungai Muda to in-
crease water treatment output
by 114 million litres per day
(MLD),” he added.

Also present was PBAPP
chief executive officer K. Path-
manathan.

In short, Chow said there
are now eight WCP 2030 proj-
ects that are scheduled for
implementation in Penang in a

five-year timeframe from 2023
to 2028.

“The total projected invest-
ment for these eight projects
amounts to RM1.185 billion.

“This level of investment
reflects the state government
and PBAPP’s unwavering com-
mitment to ensuring water sup-
ply sustainability throughout
the state until 2030.

“After all, we need more wa
ter supply to achieve the aspira-
tions of the state government’s
Penang2030 vision.

“We must also minimise the
risks of a water supply crisis
before the commissioning of
the Sungai Perak Raw Water
Transfer Scheme (SPRWTS).

“The WCP 2030 projects al-
so should be able to address a
projected maximum water de-
mand of 1,500 MLD in Penang
by 2030,” he added.

On a separate matter, Chow
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Chow (right) being briefed
by Pathmanathan (second
from right) on the water
operation system at the
Sungai Dua WTP.

said the Penang government
is seeking the cooperation
and support of the federal
government to fully complete
the Mengkuang Dam Expan-
sion Project (MDEP) as soon
as possible.

Chow stressed that with-
out the implementation of the
full scope of the RM1.2 bil-
lion project, the Penang water
supply services will inevitably
be disrupted if any mishap oc-
curs at Sungai Muda. This is
because it is the one and only
major raw water resource.

On May 14, a mishap in Ke-
dah caused the Sungai Muda
river level to drop to a level
which prevented PBAPP from
abstracting raw water from
Sungai Muda.

As a result, water supply
services for 400,000 water
consumers in Penang were af-
fected.

Green lungs to address climate change

THE Penang government
plans to have more green
areas, especially in the city
enclave, in view of climate
change, says state Local Gov-
ernment, Town and Country
Planning Committee chairman
Jagdeep Singh Deo.

According to Jagdeep, who
represented  Chief  Minister
Chow Kon Yeow during the
ground-breaking ceremony to
upgrade the linear park at Ceno-
taph in Esplanade, green parks
or spaces would help to address
climate change.

“That’s why we are proud to

witness the ground-breaking of
this place as we look forward to
having more trees to protect the
environment.

“It is important for us to have
a sustainable environment and
more green lungs in the state,”
he said in his speech during the
ground-breaking ceremony on
May 15.

Jagdeep said the overall cost
of the project was RM1.5 mil-
lion, which would be borne by
the state, Think City and Yayas-
an Hasanah.

“This project is part of the
North Seafront Public Realm Im-

provement Programme as the
works are expected to start end
of this month and are sched-
uled to be completed by early
November,” he said.

Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) mayor Datuk A. Rajen-
dran, who was present, said
the project would serve as an
important catalyst for the state.

Among others present were
state Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee chairman
Yeoh Soon Hin, state assembly-
men, and Think City Sdn Bhd
general manager Hamdan Abdul
Maijeed.
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4-year

investment
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LOSE to a staggering
CRMZOO billion in total ap-

proved manufacturing in-
vestments recorded by Penang
in 14 years!

Let the figures speak for them-
selves, Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said after unveiling an im-
pressive RM196.67 billion in
total approved manufacturing
investments recorded by the

state from 2008 to 2022.

He added investment figures
are an important yardstick for
politicians or the government of
the day to prove that they can
get the job done for the growth
of a particular state or country
they are administering.

“I can boldly say that for
whatever we have achieved for
the past 14 years or so, we
should be proud of it!

“Since we took charge in
2008, we have been commit-

ted and dedicated to ensur-
ing Penang continues to lead

the country in investment,
particularly in the manufactur-
ing and services industries,”
Chow said in his speech dur-
ing the launching ceremony of
the Bandar Cassia Technology
Park (BCTP) on May 20.

BCTP, which spans a net
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Yeoh (fifth from left) with some of the stakeholders welcoming tourists to Penang after the launch of the
Penang Hotel Fee Online System. Among them are Lai (left), Ooi (fourth from left) and Rajendran (sixth

from left).

Hotel Fee Online System to streamline payment process

PENANG launched the Hotel
Fee Online System recently,
making it easier and more effi-
cient for hoteliers to make pay-
ments to the Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) and Seberang
Perai City Council (MBSP).

State executive councillor
for Tourism and Creative Econ-
omy (Petace) Yeoh Soon Hin
described the introduction of
the Hotel Fee Online System
as a milestone for the Pen-
ang hotel industry or a game
changer as digitalisation plays
a pivotal role in modernising
the state’s economy.

He said since the hotel fees
were introduced by the state
in 2014, the hoteliers would
issue a cheque to physically
hand over the fees collected
from hotel guests at the MBPP
or MBSP counters.

But from April this year, he
said the hoteliers are now re-
quired to make cashless pay-
ments through the implemen-

tation of the online platform.

For hotel fees, the state
is imposing a charge of RM3
per night for hotels rated four
stars and above, and RM2 per
night for hotels rated three
stars and below, including dor-
mitories, budget hotels and
hostels.

The hotel fees were waived
for two years since June 2020
to help the tourism industry re-
cover after it was badly hit by
the Covid-19 pandemic.

According to Yeoh, the state
has collected between RM2
million and RM3 million for the
first three months of this year
from the hotel fees.

He said some RMS8 million
would be collected annually and
the revenue would be poured
back by the state for the market-
ing and promotion of Penang to
bring in more tourists.

“We want Penang to become
an international city. We've to
think big, like making Penang

to be the ‘Dubai’ of Malaysia.

“We can build on that
dream. Penang has the po-
tential to be like Dubai in UAE
(United Arab Emirates) whose
capital is Abu Dhabi and ours
is Kuala Lumpur,” said Yeoh,
who admits that Penang is los-
ing to Thailand, Vietnam and
Cambodia where tourism is
concerned.

He added that the Hotel Fee
Online System is an initiative
of Penang Global Tourism, a
state agency under Petace,
that would help the state in
data collection which is crucial
to understanding tourist travel-
ling patterns.

“With this information, we
can tailor our marketing ef-
forts accordingly to meet their
needs and expectations. This
information can help us make
informed decisions regarding
the expansion of facilities and
the promotion of certain types
of hotels,” Yeoh said.
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area of 246 acres, is located
in Bandar Cassia and is the
Penang Development Corpo-
ration’s (PDC) third township
development.

The first two are Bandar
Bayan Baru and Bandar Se-
berang Jaya.

Chow commended PDC, In-
vestPenang and other state and
federal agencies for playing a
key part in realising the momen-
tous occasion.

“Strategically positioned
at the heart of Bandar Cas-
sia, BCTP has been carefully
planned and designed to ac-
commodate high-tech and envi-
ronmentally friendly companies
in sectors such as electronics
and electrical (E&E), medical de-
vices, automotive, semiconduc-
tors, equipment, and automa-
tion solutions.

“What sets BCTP apart
from PDC’s previous industrial
parks is its uniqueness in being
leased to investors for a maxi-
mum period of 60 years.

“The development of BCTP
will unfold in five phases, with
Phase One encompassing a
substantial area of 60 acres,
scheduled for completion by Au-
gust 2023.

“BCTP is projected to be com-
pleted by August 2025,” Chow
said.

It is learnt that Osram Opto
Semiconductors (Malaysia) Sdn
Bhd will become the first com-
pany to set up a plant there.

BCTP will serve as an ex
tension of the existing Batu
Kawan Industrial Park (BKIP),
which is home to more than
170 companies, including re-
nowned names like Lam Re-
search, Boston Scientific, VAT
Manufacturing, Dexcom, Vi-
trox, Pentamaster, Greatech,
UWC and many others.

Chow once again reiterated

representatlves durmg*the' s BCTP
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that Penang S standlng as Ma-
laysia’s economic powerhouse
rests firmly on the foundation
of its twin engines of growth,
namely the manufacturing and
services industry.

“Itis crucial to recognise that
Penang'’s vibrant industry is not
a result of overnight efforts but
rather the culmination of strate-
gic planning and execution by
both the government and pri-
vate sectors.

“As we forge ahead, rest as-
sured that the state government
is fully committed to making
significant strides in further en-
hancing our ecosystem.

“This entails investing in ro-
bust physical and digital infra-
structure, fostering talent, and
elevating our standards of live-
ability, all of which are critical to
maintaining our status as the
Economic Powerhouse of Ma
laysia and the Silicon Valley of
the East,” Chow added.

Meanwhile, PDC will also
soon be launching another in-
dustrial park, known as Batu
Kawan Industrial Park 3.

Spanning an area of 420
acres, this forthcoming endeav-
our will follow the same vision-
ary concept as BCTP to meet
the growing demands from in-
vestors.

PDC chief executive officer
Datuk Aziz Bakar in his speech
said the success of BKIP had
been a great push for a new in-
dustrial park to meet the grow-
ing demand among investors.

Among others present were
Deputy Chief Minister Il Prof Dr
P. Ramasamy, State Secretary
Datuk Mohd Sayuthi Bakar,
Bukit Tambun assemblyman
Goh Choon Aik, special invest-
ment adviser to the Chief Min-
ister Datuk Seri Lee Kah Choon
and InvestPenang chief execu-
tive officer Datuk Loo Lee Lian.
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HE much-anticipated Gur-
Tney Wharf project has

been officially renamed
as Gurney Bay.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the name change was nec-
essary to better reflect the loca
tion and concept of the project.

“The main reason to change
the name was made following
some complaints that the origj-
nal name was not suitable as
there is no wharf or pier at the
project site.

“So, we did an online poll
and based on the result, the
majority of the respondents
chose Gurney Bay as the new
name for the project.

“Hence, we decided to of
ficially change the name of
Gurney Wharf to Gurney Bay,”
Chow said in his speech at the
civil servants’ gathering at De-
wan Sri Pinang on May 26.

Also present were Deputy
Chief Minister | Datuk Ahmad
Zakiyuddin Abdul Rahman and
State Secretary Datuk Mohd

It’s now offlo:lally Gurney Bay

Chow in a group photo with Ahmad Zakiyuddin (10th from left), Mohd Sayuthi (12th from Ieft), other
dignitaries and civil servants at the event at Dewan Sri Pinang.

Sayuthi Bakar.

The Gurney Bay project,
which started in 2016, is be-
ing built on reclaimed land off
Gurney Drive.

The project is divided into
Priority 1 and Priority 2.

It is learnt that phase one
or better known as Priority 1
is expected to open to the
public in July.

The whole project is expect-
ed to be completed in 2025.

On a separate matter,
Chow said the state govern-

ment would focus on several
top priorities in the next five
years if the current adminis-
tration still receives a strong
mandate from the people of
Penang.

“We will focus on more ini-
tiatives to spur the state’s
economy.

“These include creating
more job opportunities in the
electrical and electronics (E&E)
sector, integrated circuit (IC) de-
sign, medical technology, digjtal
district initiatives and the new

economy.

We will also ensure mega
projects in the state are imple-
mented smoothly, including
the realisation of the ‘Silicon
Island’ project, which is part of
the Penang South Island (PSI),
and also the Light Rail Tran-
sit project which is part of the
Penang Transport Master Plan
(PMTM2.0).

“Besides that, we also aim
to improve traffic flow on the
mainland by urging the federal
government to fund the Sungai

Dua Expressway project.

“This proposed express-
way project (elevated highway
project) can curb the traffic
congestion in the area from
Juru to Sungai Dua effective-
ly,” he said.

Chow added that the state
government will also priori-
tise issues related to climate
change.

“These include ensuring
the completion of the ongo-
ing flood mitigation projects,
low carbon cities initiatives,
and electric vehicle (EV) fa-
cilities in the state.

“We will also continue to im-
plement the Water Contingency
Plan 2030 (WCP 2030) to avoid
potential water crises in the
state from recurring.

“Lastly, we will focus on
empowering the people in the
state, community development,
youth, women and the senior
citizen,” he said.

At the end of his speech,
Chow expressed the Penang
government’s commitment to
supporting civil servants in de-
livering excellent services.
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HARTA INTAN BUILDERS SDN BHD (5T0413-U)
(MEMBER OF HARTA INTAN GROUP OF COMPANIES)
170-08-08 Menara Livingston, Jatan Argyll,

Georgetown 10050, Pulau Pinang

No. Tel.: 04-3710 263 No. Faks: D4-2287 163

Emel: sales@hartaintan.com

NO. LESEN PEMAJU: 8901.10-2025/1108 {R]

TEMPOH SAH: 1210/2022 - 11/10/2025

NO. PERMIT IKLAN & JUALAN: £901-3/ 10- 2023 0242{R]-{5]
TEMPOH SAH: 12/10/2022 - 11/10/2023

PIHAK BERKUASA YANG MELULUSKAN: MPSP

NO. KELULUSAN PELAN BANGUNAN: MPSP/40/20-35/106
PEGANGAN TANAH: HAK MILIK KEKAL

TARIKH DLJANGHA SIAP: Julai 2023

JUMLAH UNIT: 112 UNIT

HARGA MININUM: RM303,000

HARGA MAXIMUM: RE320,000

BRIDGING FINANCER: PUBLIC BANK BERHAD
+ 5% DISKALUN UNTUK BUMIPUTERA

HARGA MULA
DARI

RM303,000

3
PANGSAPURI
11 TINGKAT
°
KELUASAN
UNIT
1,000 SQ FT
*
HAK MILIK
KEKAL

Peambell-pembell Bumiputara

yang berminal, sia hubungi:

Bahagian Perumahan,

Pajabat Selisrsaha Kerajaan Neger,
Paras 20, KOMTAR, 10503 Pulau Pinang

Tel: 04-6505 242 1 6505 244 Fahs; 04-2622 904



HIEF Minister Chow Kon
CYeow has urged tour-

ists to stay at licensed
premises rather than opting
for banned shortterm rental
(STR) accommodation.

He said Penang has enough
facilities, from star-rated ho-
tels to heritage hotels, home-
stays and service apartments
to accommodate different
types of tourists.

“We encourage tourists to
stay at licensed facilities. We
want to reduce disturbances
to residential areas. Residen-
tial neighbourhoods should
be used for their intended pur-
pose,” Chow said when asked
by a reporter whether the ban
on Airbnb would affect Pen-
ang’s tourism.

Chow was then attending a
press conference on the Pen-
ang International Food Festival
2023 at The Whiteaways Ar-
cade, Beach Street in George

Town on May 30.

He added that licensed ho-
tels rely on tourists to sustain
their business operations.

When told that some develop-
ers advertised their projects as
Airbnb to entice buyers, Chow
said the developers could build
service apartments that would
allow them to operate under
Airbnb regulations.

Hoteliers commended a
move by the Penang Island
City Council (MBPP) to restrict
shortterm rental accommoda-
tion stays on the island, saying
that would give them a level
playing field.

As it is, the hoteliers said
they have to pay taxes and are
required to collect an RM3 local
government tax, plus another
RM10 tourism tax from foreign-
ers but STRs remain exempt
from such levies.

MBPP’s ban covers all pri-
vate residential properties, but
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excludes six types of commer-
cial properties: serviced apart-
ments, small office home offic-
es (SoHo), small office flexible
offices (SoFo), small office vir-
tual offices (SoVo), office suites
and duplex offices.

Those intending to offer
shortterm rentals in the com-
mercial categories must obtain
approval from their respective
joint management bodies (JMB)
or management corporations
(MCs). They are required to se-
cure consent from at least 75%
of the property owners at an an-
nual general meeting.

MBPP mayor Datuk A. Rajen-
dran had reportedly said under

the new regulations, JMBs and
MCs would be responsible to
collect an annual fee ranging
from RM250 to RM500 per
unit, with new registration fees
of up to RM250.

Additionally, owners are re-
quired to register their units with
MBPP and provide documenta-
tion from the Companies Com-
mission of Malaysia.

In addition to the annual fee,
a one-time security deposit rang-
ing from RM21,000 to RM3,000
per unit will also be required.

These measures aim to en-
sure compliance with the STR
guidelines and protect the in-
terests of both property owners

and guests.

Besides that, each short-
term rental unit is limited to a
maximum of 180 days of rental
per year, with rental activity re-
stricted to three days per week.

Malaysian Association of
Hotels (MAH) Penang chapter
chairman Tony Goh said his as-
sociation welcomed MBPP’s de-
cision but stressed the impor-
tance of effective enforcement
of the ban.

He also highlighted the need
to address other concerns, such
as ensuring compliance with the
180-day rental limit and restric-
tions on the number of rental
days per week.

Semiconductor industry
continues to be resilient

PENANG is poised to contribute
towards the semiconductor in-
dustry's goal of achieving US$1
trillion in sales by 2030.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow said Penang has maintained
its status as a preferred invest-
ment destination despite the
recent global slowdown.

"On the trade front, Pen-
ang has demonstrated its
significance in the electrical
and electronics (E&E) sec-
tor by constantly contributing
between 56% and 60% of the
country’s E&E exports over
the past four years.

"In 2022, the state reached
its all-time high of RM452 billion
in total exports and recorded a
trade surplus of RM126 billion,
which represented 49% of the
country’s total.

"Our commitment to promot-
ing a supportive and dynamic
business environment has
helped to attract leading com-
panies from around the world to
establish their operations here.

"The state, through its in-
vestment arm InvestPenang,
commits to nurturing the

growth of emerging subsectors,
extending Penang’s depth and
breadth in the semiconductor
industry," he said in his speech
during the SEMICON Southeast
Asia (SEA) 2023 opening cer-
emony at Setia SPICE Conven-
tion Centre in Bayan Lepas.

The three-day event was
themed “Boosting Agility and
Resiliency for the Electronics
Supply Chain”.

Chow said the state was
proud to be able to showcase
its strengths in the field of in-
dustry.

"I am confident that SEMI-
CON SEA 2023 can be a cat-
alyst for the development of
innovative technologies and
effective solutions, inspiring
all stakeholders to move for-
ward.

"l wish to assure all industry
players that the state govern-
ment, through InvestPenang
and other relevant state agen-
cies, strives to provide unwaver-
ing support to investors.

"We will remain vigilant in
our efforts to ensure a healthy
pipeline of industry-ready talent
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Chow and Ahmad Zahid seem captivated by the youths enjoying their gaming experience.

pool and the provision of future-
proof infrastructure, including
transportation systems and
digital connectivity," he said.

Chow also conveyed his ap-
preciation to the Investment,
Trade and Industry Ministry
(Miti) and the Malaysian Invest-
ment Development Authority
(Mida) for their support in pro-
pelling the state and country to
greater heights.

Deputy Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Ahmad Zahid Hamidi, who
was present, lauded the con-

tribution of Penang's semicon-
ductor industry.

"It is an important sector
that is expected to grow over
the years.

"Malaysia's E&E indus-
try is home to some of the
world's leading semiconduc-
tor companies.

"The industry is supported
by a strong ecosystem con-
sisting of suppliers and part-
ners, including universities,
research institutions, and
government agencies," he

said.

Ahmad Zahid also empha-
sised the need to promote
STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering & Mathematics)
education.

"Nowadays, there is a de-
cline in interest among students
in STEM education. As the chair-
man of the National TVET com-
mittee, it is my responsibility
to collaborate with the industry
players," he said, adding that in-
dustry players play a pivotal role
to lift the sector.
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INFO

Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA

NAMA ADUN
N.38 BAYAN LEPAS

No Tel/ No Faks

| NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG
N.05 SUNGAI DUA

\ M1

AR

No Tel/ No Faks

tanjongbunga@bukitbendera.org

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

T) 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtar@dappg.org

T) 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.0é TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal
mustafakamal.mkba@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n%.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 305 4962

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil
faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 521 1106

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee

berapit@dappg.org

}T% 017 -813 3509
F) 04 -540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon

kllee78@gmail.com

T) 013-399 0519
F) 04-5511442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

m 04 -502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
jawi@dappg.org

m 04-5941163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah
ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

(M

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng
limguaneng@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit
pulautikuskadun@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 228 5298
016 - 691 2548
016 - 415 2548

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen
pengkalankota@dappg.org

%T 04 -250 1522
F) 04 - 250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airitam@dappg.org

(T) 04-829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam

kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail

T) 04 - 293 7545
F) 04 - 293 7546

YAB Chow Kon Yeow m 04-2260218 YB /E‘\)zrul Mahathir Az@iz y {B 81 - 218; %9;;2 YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor (T)
- ambgasegarna.aam mail.com =
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 226 0218 ambasegara.aam@@gmail.com $‘g° ,3 PE|I_2|M fAT ﬁN é‘ihBER ANGAN sp)
N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL orHaiiza man
} d . N.39 PULAU BETONG
g prite’ I, siee el gl Al }B om YB Haji Mohd. Tuah Ismail (T) 04 - 866 0214 NOIPENAGA
STAz Yusni Mart Fia
N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy m 04 - 3839131 N.02 BERTAM (T)
ramasamy@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 383 9131
'Y“é°3h5”N§ o ngg (T) 04- 2620860 10 SERERANG JATA
ee boon ro =
pheeboonpoh@penang.gov.my; 012 - 480 5495
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com (F) 04-2618745 N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH M
N.12 PENANTI
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin T) 04 - 538 2871
norlela.arifin@gmail.com F) 04 - 538 4871 N.40 TELUK BAHANG
vés](s:rl:ADAg o Arane T) 04 - 530 3028 0
on n =
chong.egg@ggenong.gov.mz }F; 04 - 530 3028 PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN No Tel/ No Faks
N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT i N.0T PENAGA
R 2 | B eom || ASelies o con WOR=EE:
agdeepsin eo@penang.gov.m = 04 - 642 7777 alaarawa.4Q@yanoo.com
N.37 BATU MAUNG DAP PENANG HQ T) 04 - 228 8482
YB Dato’ Haiji Abdul Halim Hussain T) 04 - 626 1442 i _ N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
i i op g@dapi ysia.org _
pusoikhidmaing7 @gmail com H 04 - 626 1442 dappenang@dapmalaysia.or EF; 04-2288514 Hising . IeWaie AIBCL RTne: (T) 019 - 415 3850
i amail,
N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Soon Lip Chee (T) 04 -331 0163 PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-397 0115 kﬁ\'oﬁ SUNGAJ EHAT‘ B e —
N.22 TANJONG BUNGA suelnierel Il Wlm -
YB Zairil Khir Johari (T) 04-818 3866 fitritermizi€amanah.org.m

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN NEGERI 04-262 1957
PBA (PUSAT PANGGILAN 24 JAM)  04-255 8255
KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women'’s Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF
SOCSO

figures are good

and economy is

), recovering well,
Chong

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ 04-656 4131
04-398 8809

JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA 04-261 0058
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
FERI (GEORGETOWN) 04-210 2363

( BUTTERWORTH) 04-310 2377
JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN  04-829 4046
KANAK-KANAK
D'HOME CARELINE 04-291 0111

CAP 04-829 9511

BEFRIENDERS PENANG 04-281 5161
04-281 1108
PERPUSTAKAAN PP 04-229 8555

" Yes Ali
it shows our
government
is doing its best
for Penang

€ renanglawancovid19




SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MBSP 2023
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MBSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
Ahmad Rizal Abd. 019 - 464 6696 . .
Hamid 1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut Penyelia 013 - 449 0366
Bahagian
Ahmad Tarmizi Jusoh 012 - 487 7575 Kewarganegaraan
2. K. Velan Barat Daya 018 - 394 4537
Anuar Yusoff 84116 —6161 369?690
-507 5
3. Lim Zheng Han Seberang Perai . . 011 - 1244 7167
Utara Pejabat Bahagian
Chee Yeeh Keen 019 - 455 7731 Kewarganegaraan Pulau Pinang,
] ] Tingkat 46, KOMTAR
4. K. Nirmala Seberang Perai 017 -5720272
Cheen Goon Hooi 012 - 402 0923 Tengah 04 - 650 5105
5. K. Viknesh Prabu Seberang Perai 012 - 693 4786
David Marshel a/l 019 - 412 3397 Selatan
Pakianathan 04 - 399 6689
Delakan a/l Ratha 012 - 584 4437 Nota:
Krisnak Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.
st T 018 - 232 2502 SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS [ | |
MBPP 2023 B T -
1
1
Subramnian 1
MBPP 04 - 259 2020 : Editors :
. f Christopher Tan (English)
H - 1
Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 -261 2460 Abdul Latif Mohamad 012 - 248 5016 : Tan Kean Ming (Chinese)
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 019 - 541 4818 : (S0 RV (eIl
1
Jeffery Koay Kai Chin 013 - 521 2868 Alan Lim Wei Lun 017 - 343 3995 : Writers :
| M. Tanushalini, Ong Kok Hoay, Edmund Lee,
, Dato’ Haji Kamarudin Abduliah | 019 - 411 5665 : Muhamad Riadz Akmal and Kevin Vimal (English)
Ng Yee Siang 010 - 562 2698 i Eng Kok Wei, Foong Chee Yin,
Francis a/I Joseph 012 - 474 3321 ] Wong Sook Shyan and Lee Jia Ying (Chinese)
| J. Patmavathy (Tamil)
Ngoh Cheng Hai 017 - 979 0933 Goh Huey Ee 016 -723 8373 !
1
I Photographers :
Hari Krishnan a/l Ramakrishnan 010- 505 5571 ! Law Suun Ting, Alissala Thian
N A fi Ahmad 018 - 965 4559 . ! . !
oorAzuawati Ahma 65455 - - | Ahmad Adil Muhamad, Darwina Mohd. Daud,
Harvindar Singh a/l Darshan 012 - 428 2250 i Noor Siti Nabilah Noorazis
Singh ‘.
Norly Masitah 013 - 582 2503 ng : Adleena Rahayu Ahmad Radzi,
orly Masita - 1 :
Mobarmas Noor Kaliyappan a/l P. Renganathan | 012 - 407 7276 : _ Muhamad Amir Irsyad Omar,
I Siti Nuratikah Rahmat and Siew Chia En
Lee Chee How 012 - 470 3389 ]
Normahani 019 - 477 3784 1 Graphic Designers :
Mohammad Lee Wei Seang 012 - 452 8305 ! ldzham Ahmad
] Nasrul Amir Yahaya
Sirg Jing EhiEng 012 - 758 3779 Mohd Faruk Abdul Rahman 012 -552 1820 1
016 - 445 5709 rond Hafe Abg. A 019 - 480 6273 : Bagi sebarang maklum balas, sila hantar ke:
o afiz . Aziz - § .
] Editor BULETIN MUTIARA,
. ] h
Gl Boon Sneng e - ad gl Mohd Suhairi Arumugam 016 - 521 3369 i Telg?g;gg:zsﬁosrzl%ri ::giq3oz_e2r:$?n5%23
Abdullah I . ' ’ .
e | Email: buletinmutiara.bpkn@gmail.com
Ooi Yong Wooi 016-4211196 Nurhafiza Huda Idris 017 - 450 5751 E el ettt ettt ool ettt *
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State govt

appreciates
NGOs’ contrlbutf'
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HE Penang government
Tappreciates all the non-

governmental organisa-
tions (NGOs) in the state for
their enormous contributions
to the well-being of the com-
munity, says Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow.

“As the Chief Minister of
Penang, | am grateful that
we have many NGOs that are
working hard to meet the vari-
ous needs of different groups
in the community.

“The role of the state gov-
ernment and  government
agencies is to facilitate and
work together with NGOs in
reaching out to the targeted
groups so that they can be
part of our society.

“I' would like to salute all the
NGOs that have been working
throughout these years,” Chow

said when he attended the Gift
of Love Charity Food Fair or-
ganised by the Service Civil In-
ternational (SCI) Penang Chap-
ter at the Special Children's

.'I'

oy
=

i

The publlc throngs the charlty food fair.

Centre Penang in Jalan Grove
on May 7.
The funds raised via the

event will be given to a total of
11 organisations in Penang.
They are: The Cerebral

Palsy (Spastic) Children’s As-
sociation of Penang, Penang
Cheshire Home, School for
Mentally Retarded Children
(Jalan Dato Keramat), Special
Children's Centre Penang, So-
ciety of the Disabled Persons
Penang, Persatuan Orang Ca-
cat Anggota Malaysia, St. Nich-
olas Home,Sekolah Pekak dan
Bisu (Lebuh Bertam), Shan
Children's Home (Taman In-
derawasih), Pertubuhan Keba-
jikan Orang Buta Pulau Pinang
and Little Sisters of The Poor.
At the event, Chow also an-
nounced that the state govern-
ment would contribute a total
of RM24,000 to all the 11 or-

The senior
citizens having

a light moment
with Chow during
the event.

ganisations.

It is learnt that each or-
ganisation would be receiving
RM2,000 while the Special
Children's  Centre Penang,
which is among the recipients,
would be receiving an addi-
tional RM2,000 for hosting the
fundraising event.

According to Chow earlier,
the state government had also
contributed RM5,000 to the
SCI Penang Chapter to organ-
ise the charity event.

Also present were Chow’'s
wife Tan Lean Kee, Air Itam
assemblyman Joseph Ng, and
SCI Penang Chapter president
Athimulam Arjunan.

Act of kindness for elderly, orphans, people with disabilities

IN celebration of its 69th an-
niversary, the Che Hoon Khor
Moral Uplifting Society Penang
recently distributed red pack-
ets to 2,500 senior citizens,
people with disabilities and or-
phanages.

Since it was set up in 1954,
the society has inculcated the
meaning and essence of moral
education to the community.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow said he was glad to attend
the remarkable event again af-
ter a three-year hiatus due to
the Covid-19 pandemic.

“Che Hoon Khor Moral Up-

lifting Society Penang should
be commended for their noble
efforts, especially today for
giving out red packets to a to-
tal of 11 charitable homes in
the state.

“This is truly commendable
because | have attended sev-
eral fundraising programmes
organised by other non-govern-
mental organisations (NGOs).

“Many of them have been
impacted by the pandemic,”
he said during the event at
Che Hoon Khor Moral Uplifting
Society in Macalister Road.

The 11 organisations were

SK Pendidikan Khas Perse-
kutuan, SM Pendidikan Khas
Persekutuan, Persekutuan
Kebajikan Anak-anak Yatim Le-
laki Islam Pulau Pinang, Perse-
kutuan Kebajikan Anak-anak
Yatim Perempuan Islam Pulau
Pinang, Persatuan Kebajikan
Kanak-kanak Terencat Akal Pu-
lau Pinang, St. Nicholas Home
Penang, Pusat Kanak-Kanak
Istimewa Pulau Pinang, The
Ramakrishna Ashrama, Eden
Handicap Service Centre Bhd,
Penang Cheshire Home and
The Spastic Children’s Asso-
ciation of Penang.
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Mega health carnival attracts 4,000 people

SOME 4,000 Penangites took
part in health checks at the
two-day mega health screen-
ing carnival at Butterworth
Arena from May 6 to May 7.

One Hope Charity & Welfare,
the organisers, spent RM1.5
million to hold the event free
of charge for the community.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow, who was the guest of hon-
our, praised One Hope Charity
& Welfare for their effort to
initiate the large-scale health
screening carnival.

“The money spent on the
carnival was contributed by
some kind donors and sup-
porters of One Hope Charity &
Welfare.

“There are plenty of health
screenings here with more
than 25 tests available at the
various booths. All these tests
are conducted by health practi-
tioners as well as doctors with-
out any charges imposed.

“In Penang, we are extreme-
ly grateful to One Hope Charity
& Welfare for their presence
and contributions to the soci-

ety,” he said in his speech be-
fore launching the health carni-
val at Butterworth Arena.

Chow said he noted that
One Hope Charity & Welfare
needs about RM20 million an-
nually to facilitate various pro-
grammes and assistance to
chronic patients.

He also expressed his grati-
tude to One Hope Charity &
Welfare for consistently play-
ing their role in implementing
corporate social responsibility
(CSR) to the society.

One Hope Charity & Welfare
chairman Datuk Chua Sui Hau
said they took three months to
prepare for the carnival.

“This is the largest health
screening as we want to en-
sure the community can ben-
efit from it.

“They can take part in
health checks without any ex-
travagant fees,” he said.

After the opening ceremony,
Chow and other dignitaries,
visited the booths. Chow also
shared some light moments
with some of the visitors.



Pre-historic skeletogs]

coming home
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homecoming when 41 prehis-

toric skeletons, which were
discovered from three shell mid-
dens in Guar Kepah more than
a century ago, are brought back
to Penang next year.

This will happen upon the
completion of the Guar Kepah
Archaeological Gallery in Ke-
pala Batas in January.

These  skeletons  were
brought to the Netherlands be-
tween 1936 and 1960, and are
currently placed at the Collec-
tion Centre Netherlands (CCNL)
in Amersfoort, Netherlands.

Previously, they were kept
at Naturalis Biodiversity Centre
(NBC), Leiden.

These 41 skeletons are be-

IT will be a much-awaited

lieved to be the descendants of
the Penang woman whose skel-
eton was discovered in April
2017 at Guar Kepah.

Based on research it was
found that the Penang woman
would have lived during the
Neolithic era.

It is learnt that Guar Kepah
is the first archaeological site
recorded in Malaysia, and it
is estimated to be between
5,000 and 6,000 years old.

Archaelogist Prof Datuk
Dr Mokhtar Saidin said Guar
Kepah is the only proof of the
Neolithic shell midden site in
Malaysia which is significant.

“It is a symbol of diverse cul-
tures and the country’s prehis-
toric adaptation. It serves as
the burial ground for them.

“There are many other Neo-
lithic sites in Malaysia, such as
Gua Harimau in Lenggong, Per-
ak, Gua Niah in Sarawak and

Bukit Tengorak in Sabah.

“However, as for the Neolith-
ic site of the shell midden type,
there is only one in the country,
which is in Guar Kepah, Kepala
Batas in Penang,” Mokhtar
said during an archaeology dis-
cussion session with the media
on April 13 at Malaysia Tourism
Centre (Matic).

Mokthar said in 2021, the
Netherlands government had
sent out information all over
the world stating that it wants
to return the artifacts to the
original country.

In March, Mokthar joined the
special delegation from Pen-
ang, led by Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Il Prof Dr P. Ramasamy, to
visit the Netherlands to check
on the 41 skeletons as well
as to discuss matters about
the repatriation process of the
skeletons.

Also joining the special del-

* Rangka Individu ke

some)

information about the|Penang
woman|skeleton.

egation were Penang Tourism
and Creative Economy Com-
mittee chairman Yeoh Soon
Hin, Chief Minister Incorporat-
ed (CMI) deputy general man-
ager Datin Bharathi Suppiah
and state Communications
Division director and Chief
Minister's press secretary
Yap Lee Ying.

Malaysian Ambassador to
the Netherlands Datuk Nadzi-
rah Osman was also present
during the delegates’ visit to

the museum in the Nether-
lands.

“The 41 skeletons are kept
in four boxes, and they are in
good condition.

“These skeletons comprise
parts such as skulls, teeth and
bones of individuals of differ-
ent age groups such as adults,
teenagers, and kids.

“The Netherlands govern-
ment has agreed to keep the
artifacts until our gallery is
completed,” he added.

THE Pusat Perkhidmatan Wani-

a (PPW), which was formed
to assist domestic and sexual
violence victims on the Penang
mainland, has made a remark-
able impact.

State Social Development
and Non-Islamic Religious Af-
fairs Committee chairman
Chong Eng said people in Se-
berang Perai, particularly the
victims of abuse, have benefit-
ted from PPW.

“Over the past 14 years, they
have provided free counselling
and emotional support for over
7,800 women and children.

“Besides counselling face-
to-face and via telephone and
online, PPW has raised aware-

PPW helps every abuse victim

ness of domestic violence
through programmes and talks
at schools.

“Many victims, including
men, have also stepped for-
ward to seek support from
PPW,” she said at a press con-
ference in Seberang Jaya on
May 12.

PPW is a smart partnership
project between the state and
Women Centre for Change
(WCC).

It is actively working with the
Penang government through
the Penang Women’s Develop-
ment Corporation (PWDC).

PPV soeks to end viobence againsd

PPW herusaha unfuk menangani keganasan
terhadap wanita dan kanak-kanak melalui;

women 5 childron throught

Chong Eng with Ooi (centre) and a PPW staff member
emphasising the importance of assisting every abuse victim.

Chong Eng said so far about
245 people have been trained
to assist the community.

“I hope more can come for-
ward to help the community if
the need arises. It is important
for the community to stand to-
gether and assist the authori-
ties,” she said.

“I hope the federal govern-
ment can allocate more re-
sources to support counselling
services and shelter to help
victims of violence,” she said.

PPW manager and also reg-
istered counsellor Ooi Say Tee
said she had come across a
few violent cases involving mi-

nors as well.

“We strive our best to help
the victims and provide emo-
tional support throughout their
ordeal."

“It's not easy to overcome
all the challenges alone. We
are there to support the vic-
tims,” she said.
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PARENTS’ sacrifices, selfless
love and care for their children
must always be cherished and
never forgotten.

Tan Lean Kee, wife of Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow, said
the culture of appreciation
and filial devotion to the el
derly is precious.

“In today’s fast-paced and
busy society, we must contin-
ue to uphold the values of the
family and community.

“Today’s meaningful and
heart-warming programme
provides children with oppor-
tunities to fulfil their filial du-
ties and to show gratitude and
honour to their parents,” she
said when she attended the

New mayor aims to

Appreciate parents sacrlflces children told

Parent’s Day celebration or-
ganised by The Learning King-
dom Education at Caring Soci-
ety Complex in Jalan Utama.

Tan, who is also the Pertu-
buhan Wanita Mutiara presi-
dent, said the bonding and
love between parents and
children must be maintained.

“We must always inculcate
the spirit of true love for par-
ents and value their effort in
bringing up their children,”
she said.

Penang Rose Charities As-
sociation president Datuk
Lawrence Cheah emphasised

Tan (fourth from left), Cheah (third from left) and other guests at the Parents' Day celebration.

the utmost importance of par-
ents’ role.

“Parent’s Day is a day to
dedicate and celebrate the
role of parents in society. It

has a significant impact on
our development.

“They are the unsung he-
roes in our daily lives,” he
said.

empower communities

uStory by Christopher Tan
=Pix by Siew Chia En

MPOWERMENT and
Esustainability. Those are
the two key drivers of new-
ly-appointed mayor Datuk A. Ra-
jendran (pic) after he took office
recently at the helm of the Pen-
ang Island City Council (MBPP).
“Empowerment is a very
important approach as it pro-
motes civic participation and
enables individuals to repre-
sent themselves responsibly.

“l encourage my team in the
local council — from councillors,
heads of departments, and
staff — to embrace empower-
ment by sharing ideas and so-
lutions to make our city strong
and sustainable.

“It is also crucial to ensure
that this empowerment is felt
among the people. | believe
that it is important for the pub-
lic to move together with us in
the same direction.

“Mutual understanding is
needed where the local council
listens to the rakyat, and the
people understand why MBPP
makes certain decisions.

“Ultimately, we want the
same goal, which is to ensure
that not only us but our future
generation can also benefit
from Penang’s progress. And
to have that, we need the co-
operation of everyone,” he told
Buletin Mutiara at his office in
Komtar on May 17.

Rajendran said sustainability

is another important aspect to
ensure long-term preservation.

“This is why one of our main
focuses is climate resilience.
We need to be mindful of the
things we do.

“The impacts of climate
change have already affected
the people and the ecosystem.

“We need to take measures
to mitigate those impacts from
getting worse. And that re-
quires the cooperation of every-
one. Are we (the people) doing
enough to reduce carbon emis-
sions?

“Are we doing our part by
minimising our waste to the
landfill through recycling and
composting?

“All these efforts can help us
in the long run,” he said.

Rajendran said MBPP is also
playing its role as one of the ex-
ecuting entities for the Penang
Nature-Based Climate Adapta-
tion Programme (PNBCap).

PNBCap is a multilateral ini-
tiative to enhance urban resil-
ience and reduce human and
ecosystem vulnerability to cli-
mate change impacts and ex-

treme weather events through -
the implementation of nature- .

based solutions. P
And it also seeks
to improve social re-

silience and build institutional
capacity.

Under the Adaptation Fund
(established under the Kyoto
Protocol of the UN Frame-
work Convention on Climate
Change), a grant of US$10 mil-
lion was approved for the PN-
BCap on Feb 23, 2022.

On Jan 31, Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow witnessed the
signing of an agreement of co-
operation between UN-Habitat
and Think City for the PNBCap
in Putrajaya.

Commenting about his vi-

sion, Rajendran said
Penang island is a
unique city.

“Yes, there are |
many successful g#
urban  develop-
ment models for
us to adopt. But
we cannot fully
adopt  or
apply -
them.

“The island is unique. It is
surrounded by the sea, rich in
heritage, houses a 130-million-
year-old rainforest, and has lim-
ited land.

“We need to be our own ‘ar-
tisan’ when it comes to doing
what is best for our city, accord-
ing to the people’s needs and
its sustainability,” he said.

Rajendran also mentioned
the challenges faced by the lo-
cal council.

“As the city grows, the peo-
ple’s expectation grows too. It
is challenging when we must
meet the expectation of the
rakyat with limited resources.

“MBPP has been spend-
ing prudently to stretch our
, resources so that they can
benefit more people".

The event provided parents
and their children with an op-
portunity to enjoy quality time
together and engage in vari-
ous bonding activities.

Many exciting
events in store at
this year's George
Town Festival

GEORGE Town Festival 2023 re-
turns for the 14th time this year
from July 15 to 30, and it is set
to take place at over 20 loca-
tions across George Town and
wider Penang.

It is learnt that this year's
festival promises a spectacular
celebration of art, culture and
heritage for all to experience.

GTF director Jack Wong told
a press conference on May 17
that this year's 16-day festival
will present a myriad of outstand-
ing artistic works by Malaysian
and international artists, featur-
ing productions across varied art
forms ranging from traditional,
contemporary, experimental and
multidisciplinary.

“All these will make this
year's festival the most excit-
ing in recent years, bringing
tangible and intangible heritage
through continued global artistic
partnership and exchange.

“We will have over 50 pro-
grammes with free access to
70% of the shows and events.

“The programme line-up in-
cludes several premiering and
debut productions, indigenous-
ethnic cultural performances,
digital installations, books and
game launches, community-
based events and a series of
arts masterclass, workshops
and forums.

“To further stimulate glob-
al artistic partnerships, GTF
2023 will facilitate perfor-
mances and events by artists
from East and West Malaysia
and creative exchange with Tai-
wan and Australia," he said.
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