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LOSE to 50% of the Pen-
Cang2030 vision’s strate-

gic initiatives have been
achieved so far, a “report card”
on its progress shows.

Speaking at the official
launch of the state govern-
ment's Penang2030 vision:
Five-Year Achievement Booklet
recently, then Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow said the book-
let serves to inform the public
and all interested parties about
the current progress of the
Penang2030 vision — A Fam-
ily-Focused Green and Smart
State that Inspires the Nation.

“It is also to ensure that
the state government is on the
right track to bring Penang to
greater heights.

“l launched the Penang2030
vision in 2018, and today | am
proud to announce that we
have achieved 47% of the Pen-
ang2030 vision’s strategic ini-
tiatives, thanks to our dedica-
tion and joint commitment.

“A total of 210 projects and
programmes have been carried
out or are in the process of be-
ing implemented.

“They are related to hous-
ing initiatives, digital trans-

formation, climate change
resilience, economy, tech-
nology, digitalisation, fam-

ily, youth empowerment and
gender equality,” Chow said
in his speech when launching
the booklet at The TOP Kom-
tar on June 9.

Chow extended his gratitude
to all state executive council-
lors, state agencies and state
public servants for their contri-
butions to making all the above

Chow signing a special plaque to mark the official launch of the Penang2030 vision: Five-Year
Achievement Booklet. With him are Law (left) and Ahmad Zakiyuddin (right)

Positive change must be
visible to the people - CHOW

achievements possible.

Also present were State Sec-
retary Datuk Mohd Sayuthi Ba-
kar, then Deputy Chief Minister
| Datuk Ahmad Zakiyuddin Ab-
dul Rahman, then Deputy Chief
Minister Il Prof Dr P. Ramasamy
and State Speaker Datuk Law
Choo Kiang.

Chow welcomed the public
to visit the Penang2030 web-
site at https://penang2030.
com/ for more details.

Information about ongoing
projects and the various mas-
ter plans aligned with Pen-

ang2030 can be found on the
Penang2030 website.

The public can also check
out the Penang2030 Dash-
board System.

“The special dashboard is
an important system to ensure
that the state government is
always governed with a clear
direction to safeguard the well-
being of its people by focusing
on the sustainable develop-
ment agenda.

“It is also a transparent
public governance tool which
can foster public participation.

This is because the dashboard
clearly shows the measurable
achievements of the state gov-
ernment.

“As such, the public can
express their views and offer
constructive criticism for the
benefit of all,” he said.

Chow said the state govern-
ment would continue its efforts
and commitment to realising
the Penang2030 vision in the
remaining seven years.

He said he was very confi-
dent that the current leader-
ship of the state government
is capable of doing it as this
has been proven in the pre-
vious challenges of how it
overcame the Covid-19 pan-

Accelerating
Penang2030 vision

demic as a result of the sup-
port of all parties.

Chow also stressed that for
Penang2030 to be meaningful
to everyone, it must have an
impact on the people’s lives.

“Positive change must be
visible to the people. The peo-
ple must feel that they can par-
ticipate and make a difference.

“There is much to do for
Penang to achieve the high lev-
el of development envisioned
in Penang2030.

“But if the whole of society
comes together confidently
to make Penang an even
more wonderful place, the
work will be gratifying, stimu-
lating and fun.

“Penang can become a
model state for sustainable
development if it is more
conscious about the fragility
of its surroundings and about
the impact of human activi-
ties on its environment.

“After all, our ultimate re-
sponsibility is to leave a bet-
ter world to our children than
the one we live in.

“Exciting years lie ahead
for the state and for all of us
who care for Penang. Many
new initiatives are on the
way, and by the time 2030
comes along, we will see a
Penang that we can proudly
leave to our children and
grandchildren,” said Chow.
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Transit centre
for homeless
opening soon
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LEEPING on the streets
Smay soon be a thing of

the past for the home-
less when the long-awaited
transit centre for the home-
less, or also known as the
“Pusat Transit Gelandangan” in
Jalan C.Y. Choy in George Town
opens on Aug 1.

Then Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow said it was very im-
portant for such an initiative
to prioritise the safety of the
homeless as they are also an
important part of society.

“This transit centre will be an
ideal platform for the homeless,
although temporary until they
can return to their respective
homes or be offered a space at
any old folks’ home in the state.

“They (homeless) are one
of us. So, we mustn’t neglect

their existence but instead be
more compassionate and pro-
vide the needful for them to run
their daily lives.

“This project involves a lot
of parties, such as the Pen-
ang Island City Council (MBPP),
non-governmental organisations
(NGOs) and many others.

“It is through their unwaver-
ing support and commitment
that we can see this project fi-
nally kicking off,” Chow said in
his speech during the launching
and handing over ceremony of
the transit centre from the state
government to the state Welfare
Department (JKM) on June 16.

Itis learnt that there are two
units at the transit centre now,
with one of them being an ex-
isting Category Two heritage
building (two-storey), which
has been conserved and main-
tained very well.

The other unit is a three-sto-
rey building that has been built

Overview of the
tranS|t centre

just behind the heritage building.

Chow said a total of RM4.4
million was spent by the Pen-
ang government on this project,
which is located on a 1,370sq
m land owned by MBPP.

“l understand that this tran-
sit centre can accommodate
up to 88 residents, and it will
be equipped with facilities such
as laundry, café, recreational
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space for senior citizens, com-
munity centre and many oth-
ers,” he added.

Chow also said there will be
many opportunities for organisa-
tions and the public to contrib-
ute to the transit centre when it
is fully operational.

“We have witnessed how
busy the Komtar Bus Terminal
area can be when donors stop
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Then Penang Welfare and
Environment Committee
chairman Phee Boon Poh (left)
and Chow discussing the
facilities available at the transit
centre.

their vehicles by the side to
distribute food packets to the
homeless.

“With this new initiative, the
transit centre, which will also be
known as a designated distribu-
tion centre, will enable interest-
ed parties to contribute food or
other items to the homeless in a
more systematic and organised
manner."

PENANG is set for a surge in
tourism  following  AirAsia’s
move to recommence its Pen-
ang-Hong Kong direct flights
from Aug 10.

Then state executive coun-
cillor in charge of Tourism and
Creative Economy (Petace)
Yeoh Soon Hin applauded the
airline for making great efforts
to reconnect both islands, with
three weekly flights every Tues-
day, Thursday and Saturday.

Yeoh said this would have
a significant economic impact
on local businesses and the
state’s economy as a whole.

“Hong Kong is a hugely pop-

AirAsia set for direct Penang-Hong Kong flights

ular destination for Malaysians,
so this new route will undoubt-
edly be well received.

“l applaud AirAsia for its un-
wavering efforts to introduce
unique routes, further promot-
ing Penang as a must-visit des-
tination in Malaysia.

“Tourists will come not only
from Hong Kong but also from
China and other parts of the
world.

“Hong Kong is part of Chi-
na’s Greater Bay Area (GBA), a
major initiative by the Chinese
government to integrate the

economies of their rapidly de-
veloping regions. By connect-
ing with China’s GBA, it would
be advantageous for Penang to
attain higher tourism and eco-
nomic growth.

“Penang can tap into this
economic  powerhouse, at-
tracting businesses, invest-
ments and trade opportunities
that contribute to the overall
economic growth. Currently,
Penang enjoys air connectivity
to Guangzhou through South-
ern Airlines and to Hong Kong
through Cathay Pacific. With

AirAsia’s new direct flights,
the state’s accessibility to the
global market will increase
significantly,” Yeoh said in his
speech on June 7.

He was confident the expect-
ed influx of travellers will invigo-
rate various sectors, including
hospitality, food and beverage,
retail, and transportation, stim-
ulating job creation and contrib-
uting to the overall prosperity of
Penang.

AirAsia Northern Region di-
rector Kenneth Tan thanked
Yeoh and the state government

for their hard work in the promo-
tion of the Penang-Hong Kong
direct flight.

“Penang is one of the most
proactive and most creative
states in tourism in Malaysia
and probably in this regjon. That
has gjven us a lot of confidence
to promote more direct flights to
Penang.

“AirAsia will be the only low-
cost carrier airline to fly direct to
Hong Kong from Penang. We will
bring the fares down, to make
flying more affordable to Pen-
ang from Hong Kong."
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New affordable .
homes launched
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$ 2030 is a mere seven
Ayears away, Penang has

aunched another afford-
able housing project as the
state continues its ambitious
plan to construct 220,000 such
homes by that year.

Called Mandarin Residensi,
the 39-storey housing project is
being undertaken by developer
Focal Products Sdn Bhd on a
4.2-acre land in Jalan Teochew
Satu, Air Itam, bordering the
Paya Terubong and Air Iltam con-
stituencies.

Chow Kon Yeow, the then
chief minister, inaugurated the
ground-breaking ceremony of
the project on June 17.

He said so far, a total of
150,955 units, or 68.6% of
the targeted 220,000 afford-
able homes have been built,
are being built, or are in the
planning phase.

He expressed his gratitude
to Focal Products for their com-
mitment to supporting and re-
alising the state government’s
housing agenda.

"As everyone knows, Paya
Terubong and Air Itam are
among the areas with a high
population density.

“Therefore, today’s ceremo-
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ny is expected to be symbolic
of the beginning and a catalyst
for the participation of more
developers to choose and build
affordable homes in this area.

“Construction work is expect-
ed to take three years, from
June this year till June 2026.
It involves a total of 646 units
consisting of 153 RMM C1 units
priced at RM150,000 and 493
C3 units priced at RM300,000.

“This achievement has been
made possible through cross-
subsidy.

“This is a very proud ef
fort and the developer de-
serves praise,” Chow said in
his speech before the ground-
breaking ceremony took place.

He added that to meet the
high demand for affordable
homes in the state, the coop-
eration of all parties, includ-
ing the private sector, is very
necessary.

He added the state gov-
ernment and local councils
would also look into expedit-
ing the application process
and give incentives to devel-
opers of affordable housing
projects as requested by Fo-
cal Products executive direc-
tor Datuk Tean Kok Pin.

Jagdeep Singh Deo, who
was then the state Local Gov-

- _th@

CIREMPUEMARAN DL

YAB TUAM CHOW KON YEO

soae 50 §5/0 Kaxmns BiNGH e e

% b 1 f5= o7 ?

LE 1]
i X 1\#
| '
L 5 .
.

i

L 3

.

N'EW'S

sl

ANDARIN
E = :
= km.l
.

Chow getting ready to take part in the ground-breaking ceremony of the Mandarin Residensi project.
Joining him are (from left) Rajendran, Yeoh, Tean, Jagdeep, Lee and Ooi.

ernment, Housing, Town and
Country Planning Committee
chairman, reiterated that the
state government would ensure
adequate affordable housing
for the people of Penang.
Among those present were

then state executive council-
lor and Paya Terubong assem-
blyman Yeoh Soon Hin, then
assemblymen Joseph Ng (Air
Itam), Teh Lai Heng (Komtar),
Daniel Gooi (Pengkalan Kota)
and Lim Siew Khim (Sungai

Pinang), Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) mayor Datuk A.
Rajendran, Focal Products di-
rector Eugene Ooi, ACME Hold-
ing Berhad director Lee Thean
Yew and MBPP councillor Har-
vindar Singh.

PENANG is expected to main-
tain or exceed its stellar eco-
nomic performance from now
until 2028 following the newly
launched Penang Strategy for
Economic Ecosystem Develop-
ment (Penang SEED).

The state is expected to
achieve an average annual
gross domestic product (GDP)
growth rate of 3.5% to 5.8% dur-
ing the said period.

Penang Institute executive
director Datuk Dr Ooi Kee Beng
said the state’s Penang2030 vi-
sion and policy compass, which
was launched in 2018, laid the
conceptual framework for policy-
making in the state.

“The Penang SEED ap-
proach is possible only be-
cause of the good work done
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Koh (fifth from left), Tan (fourth from left) and other representatives from the home and PAH posing in

a photo with the residents.

Free cataract surgery for SJH residents

IN line with its mission to dem-
onstrate holistic care for all,
the Penang Adventist Hospi-
tal recently announced that a
total of 20 residents from the
Silver Jubilee Home for the
Aged will in stages undergo
free cataract surgery.

Hospital chief executive officer
Ronald Koh said these 20 cata-
ract cases were identified during
a health screening programme
that was organised by the hospi-
tal at the home on April 2.

“Out of the 60 residents we
screened, 20 were found to be
diagnosed with cataracts.

“Cataract is one of the com-
mon conditions seen in the el-
ders. We are glad that we can
assist them in restoring their
vision.

“Charity has always been
one of the main missions of
the hospital, and we will con-
tinue with our goodwill for the
benefit of the people, espe-
cially the underprivileged,” Koh

said in his speech during a
brief ceremony at the home’s
premises on June 7.

Itis learnt that the hospital is
expected to spend RM92,000
from its Welfare Fund to sup-
port this initiative.

Meanwhile, the home’s ex-
ecutive adviser and trustee Tan
Sri Tan Kok Ping extended his
heartfelt appreciation to the
hospital for their commitment
to playing an integral part in re-
storing vision for the affected.

Seed for sustainable
economic growth, prosperity

over the last five years under
the Penang2030 umbrella.

“At the beginning of this year,
we were asked to work out a
strategy for Penang’s economic
development over the coming
five years or so.

“Today, we introduce Penang
SEED after consultations with
key stakeholders, discussions
with the Chief Minister’s Office,
and the ideas which we had
worked on in PRISM (Penang Re-
gional Industrial Support Mea
sures),” he said in his speech at
Penang Institute on June 12.

Then Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said Penang SEED was in-
tended to catalyse the strategic
sectors identified under “Theme
B” of the Penang2030 vision.

The Penang2030 vision com-
prises four themes and 16 stra-
tegic initiatives (four strategic
initiatives under each theme).

"Theme B”, which is Upgrade
the Economy to Increase House-
hold Income, consists of four
strategic initiatives, namely -
Advanced Economy; Modernise
Agriculture;  Quality  Tourism;
and Creative Industry and Niche
Business Services.

Chow said Penang SEED is
aimed at achieving a dynamic,
equitable, and inclusive pros-
perity for all Penangites, in line
with the Penang2030 theme to
upgrade the economy to raise
household income.

“Penang SEED outlines spe-
cific action plans to address
critical economic challenges,
with shortterm measures to be
completed within two years, and
mediumterm measures within
five years.

“The plan has been devel-
oped based on current policy
documents, state policy posi-
tions, and stakeholders’ in-
put,” he said before launching
Penang SEED.

Chow added that strategies
for the manufacturing and tour-
ism sectors; creative industries
and business services; as well
as agriculture have been estab-
lished under Penang SEED.

“Each state agency has a
crucial role to play to ensure
the success of Penang SEED,”
he said.

Also present at the launch-
ing ceremony were then Deputy
Chief Minister | Datuk Ahmad
Zakiyuddin Abdul Rahman, then
Deputy Chief Minister Il Prof Dr P.
Ramasamy, then state Social De-
velopment and Non-lslamic Re-
ligious Affairs Committee chair-
man Chong Eng, then Penang
Entrepreneurial  Development,
Trade and Industry Committee
chairman Datuk Abdul Halim
Hussain, then state Agrotech
and Food Security, Rural Devel-
opment and Health Committee
chairman Dr Norlela Ariffin, the
Chief Minister's special adviser
on economic affairs Datuk Seri
Lee Kah Choon, and Seberang
Perai City Council (MBSP) mayor
Datuk Azhar Arshad.

The digital version of Pen-
ang SEED can be found at
https://penanginstitute.org/
publications/reports-and-pa-
pers/reports/penang-strategy-
for-economic-ecosystem-devel-
opment-seed/

For more details on Penang
SEED, e-mail enquiry@penan-
ginstitute.org.
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the state when ESCAPE

Penang in Teluk Bahang
was named the third top-rated
theme park in Asia by TripAdvi-
sor's Travelers Choice 2022
“Best of the Best — Asia in the
Top Amusement Parks and Wa-
ter Parks” category.

With this recognition, ES-
CAPE has outshone big global
theme park brands across the
region.

Tripadvisor is the world’s
largest travel guidance plat-
form, which aggregates trav-
eller reviews and opinions on
destinations, accommaodation,
and travel experiences, making
this recognition a testament
to ESCAPE Penang’s success
in capturing the hearts and
minds of visitors from across
the globe through its innovative
and creative experiences.

Sim Leisure Group founder
and executive chairman Datuk
Sim Choo Kheng said ESCAPE
Penang, once the underdog in
the theme park and attractions

IT was another accolade for

Penang reach
new heights |

industry, has defied the odds
by receiving the special recogni-
tion.

“I am very excited today to
see that this unique retro-eco
adventure park rises above big
global theme park brands, plac-
ing Penang and Malaysia yet
again on the world map.

“As the platform’s annual
Travelers’ Choice awards are
voted on by real travellers, ES-
CAPE Penang'’s ranking is a tes-
tament to its relevance in deliv-
ering what consumers want.

“With the Tripadvisor win, ES-
CAPE has outshone big global
entities in Hong Kong, Japan
and Dubai to become the third
toprated attraction in Asia in the
‘Amusement Parks and Water
Parks category’.

“This park is also the only
theme park in Malaysia to have
a 5S-star rating on Tripadvisor,”
Sim said in his speech during
the award presentation ceremo-
ny at the park on May 31.

Also present were then
Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow, then state Tourism and
Creative Economy Committee
chairman Yeoh Soon Hin, then
state Social Development and
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Chow resenting the award to Sim (third from left) while Yeoh (left), Chong Eng (second fﬁ) left)

and Abdul Halim (right) look on.

Non-Islamic Religious Affairs
Committee chairman Chong
Eng, then state Entrepreneur-
ial Development, Trade and
Industry Committee chairman
Datuk Abdul Halim Hussain
and Ministry of Tourism, Art
and Culture (Motac) Penang
director Jonathan Freddy P.
Bagang.

The award was presented to
Sim by Chow, who applauded
the company for its ascent with-
in the theme park and attrac-
tions industry.

“It is heartening to see a
Malaysian brand come this far
while staying true to its ethos
and philosophy.

“| see Sim Leisure Group’s
win as a step forward for the
local industry, and look forward
to their continued efforts at put-
ting Malaysia on the world map
for exceptional attractions and
theme parks,” said Chow in his
speech.

“This remarkable recogni-
tion places ESCAPE Penang
among the top three attrac-
tions in Asia, surpassing re-

nowned parks in Japan, Korea,
Dubai, and Singapore.

“This accolade not only
signifies the exceptional qual-
ity of ESCAPE Penang but also
highlights the extraordinary po-
tential of our beloved state as

a world-class tourist destina-
tion,” said Chow.

According to Sim, since ES-
CAPE Penang opened its doors
in 2012, the park has attracted
some 1.2 million visitors from
across the world.
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'Twm beaoh voIIeybaII courts

open in Penanti

THE first-ever twin beach vol-
leyball courts in Seberang Pe-
rai are now open to the public!

They are located at the Ta-
man Guar Perahu in Penanti.

Then state Youth and Sports
Committee chairman Soon Lip
Chee said the Penang govern-
ment spent about RM192,000
to build the twin beach volley-
ball courts.

“The twin courts are also
equipped with the anticlimb
fence.

“We had to use a few lor-
ries to transport sand from a
nearby river to the new beach
volleyball courts as there is no
beach in Penanti.

“The idea to build such
courts here was mooted by
then Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow in 2021 during the Ma-
laysia Open Beach Volleyball
Championship 2021 that was
held in Batu Ferringhi.

“We want a convenient facil-
ity for the youth here to play
and train without the need to

3 ; Norlela: (Ieft) jOII‘IS some youths
- _playing volleyball'at one of - the -
‘new- beach voIIeybaII courts
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go to the island for the beach
volleyball court.

“At the same time, we also
want to unearth new talent
and promote interest in beach
volleyball among the young,”
Soon said in his speech be-
fore launching the twin beach
volleyball courts on June 3.

Also present were then
state Agrotech and Food Se-
curity, Rural Development and
Health Committee chairman
Dr Norlela Ariffin, who was
also the then Penanti assem-
blyman, and Penang State
Sports Council (MSNPP) direc-
tor Harry Chai Heng Hua.

Norlela expressed her ap-
preciation and thanked Soon
for approving the allocation to
build the twin beach volleyball
courts in Penanti.

“It is hoped that this facil-
ity can be used to train youth
to be worldclass athletes in
beach volleyball and make the
state and the country proud,”
she said.
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Penang hotel

shines In

Dubai

ENANG achieved an-
P other milestone when a

local hotel clinched the
highly coveted Best Hotel De-
sign award at the Internation-
al Travel Awards gala event in
Dubai.

Built and managed by M Sum-
mit Group, The Granite Luxury
Hotel submitted an entry for the
international contest which saw
thousands of hotels worldwide
wying for honours.

gala

Receiving the award in Dubai
on June 17 were group manag-
ing director Datuk Albert Moh,
general manager Moh Wei Ren
and corporate communications
manager Ng Su-Ann.

“This recoghnition is truly hum-
bling. We are so honoured to be
recognised by an international
body for our commitment to cre-
ating exceptional and innovative
hotel spaces.

“These spaces not only pro-

Albert (third from right) and Wei Ren receiving the prestigious International Travel Award from Dr
K.V. Kabir, chief operating officer of Sheikh Majid Al Mulla Group of Companies (second from right). -
Pix courtesy of M. Summit Group

vide comfort and luxury but
also tell a story — a story that
reflects the rich culture and
heritage of Penang and Malay-
sia, while embracing innova-
tion and pushing boundaries,”
Albert said.

“We dedicate this win to Pen-
ang folk, the state government,
loyal patrons and our dedicated
team who have all supported us
in this journey. Without them, we
wouldn’t be bringing this trophy
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Phee (seventh from left), Cheok (flfth from left), Tengku Mohd Ridzuan (third from left) and
Kirubanandan ( eighth from left) in a group picture with other guests at the launch of the tree

planting event.

NGO'’s tree planting programme in September

WITH the durian season in full
swing now, the indiscriminate
disposal of durian shells has
become an eyesore in many
parts of Penang.

In this respect, then state
Welfare and Environment Com-
mittee chairman Phee Boon
Poh urged both the Penang Is-
land City Council (MBPP) and
Seberang Perai City Council
(MBSP) to enforce strict rules
to deter traders from making
improper disposal of the durian
shells.

“The disposal of the durian
shells must be done properly
and the best way to do that is
to collect and send them back
to the durian plantation.

“Over there, they can shred
the durian shells and use en-
zymes to turn them into fertilis-
ers,” Phee said after attending
the launch of a tree-planting
campaign by Penang Hindu Sa-
bah (PHS).

“If the disposal of the durian
shells is not done properly, it
could also become a breeding
ground for mosquitoes,” Phee
added.

PHS is holding the campaign

to mark its 111th anniversary
in a more memorable way.

Called “1 Tree 1 Life: 111
Tree Planting Programme”, it
will be held in September.

The PHS is joining hands
with the office of the state Wel-
fare and Environment Commit-
tee, Penang Hill Corporation
(PHC), Penang Forestry Depart-
ment and MBPP to hold the pro-
gramme on Sept 30 at Penang
Hill from 8.30am to 12:30pm.

PHS chairman M. Kirubanan-
dan said the tree planting pro-
gramme aims to foster environ-
mental conservation and sus-
tainable practices by planting
111 trees on Penang Hill.

“This is in line with the rec-
ognition of Penang Hill and its
surrounding area as a Unesco
Biosphere Reserve site on
Sept 15, 2021.

“The programme offers a
unique opportunity for individu-
als and organisations to active-
ly participate in the preserva-
tion of Penang’s ecosystem.

“Each tree planted during the
event will carry a personalised
plague featuring the name of
the respective sponsors, do-

nors, or participants.

“This symbolic gesture al-
lows individuals to leave a last-
ing legacy in the form of a thriv-
ing tree, which will continue to
provide numerous benefits to
the environment and the com-
munity for years to come,”
Kirubanandan said during a
press conference on May 29.

Kirubanandan invited spon-
sors, donors, and individuals
from various backgrounds as
well as communities to support
the programme.

PHC general manager Da-
tuk Cheok Lay Leng thanked
PHS, which is also a non-gov-
ernmental organisation (NGO),
for choosing PHC as the loca-
tion for the tree planting pro-
gramme.

“PHC has also been planting
trees on a weekly basis, but it
is never enough.

“So, when the NGO
(Penang Hindu Sabah) ap-
proached us, we welcomed
them to partner with us to
contribute to planting trees,”
Cheok said while adding that
tree planting will also help to
stabilise the slopes.

back to Penang.”

Wei Ren said the accolade
was also a true reflection of the
hotel’s relentless efforts to re-
define the hospitality landscape.

“We hope the award will help
boost Penang’s tourism in the
international arena. During the
cocktail session in the gala
event, we promoted our island
state’s myriad attractions and
street food to the other inter-
national award winners,” he en-
thused.

Ng said the competition
was quite challenging because
a big part of it was based on
public voting.

“It is hard to predict the out-
come. Every vote counts and we
are thankful to everyone who
took the trouble to show their

support by voting for us.”

Out of 4,000 nominations
from 70 countries, only 200 or
5% were announced as winners
at the gala night in Dubai.

Last year, The Granite
bagged two awards for Best
Luxury Real Estate Developer
and Best Luxury Commercial
Development from the Luxury
Lifestyle Awards in New York.

It was also adjudged as the
Best Leisure Development and
Best New Hotel Design & Archi-
tecture at the Asia Pacific Prop-
erty Awards ceremony in London.

Two of its facilities have
entered the Malaysia Book of
Records for being the Highest
Acrylic Bottom Swimming Pool
and Tallest Automated Hotel
Car Park.

- Mmin sponsor :

Shan Poarnam Metals Sdn Bhd

One Tree One Life

111 Trees Planting
InCo thi

- -J.‘(:l mfm I'undtw support
mlﬁrmu Snbﬂfuuﬂrmnlty
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Nama ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA

NAMA ADUN
N.38 BAYAN LEPAS

No Tel/ No Faks

| NAMA ADUN PEMBANGKANG
N.05 SUNGAI DUA

No Tel/ No Faks

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Haji Abdul Halim Hussain
pusatkhidmatn37 @gmail.com

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL

tanjongbunga@bukitbendera.org

YB Soon Lip Chee (T) 04 - 331 0163
N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari (T) 04 - 818 3866

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Yeoh Soon Hin

T) 04 - 827 8868
F) 04 - 827 8868

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtar@dappg.org

T) 04 - 227 7068
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.0é TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Mustafa Kamal
mustafakamal.mkba@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 351 1732

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Satees A/L Muniandy
n%.bagandalam@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 305 4962

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Muhammad Faiz Bin Fadzil
faizfadzilamanah@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 521 1106

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee

berapit@dappg.org

}T; 017 -813 3509
F) 04 -540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon

kllee78@gmail.com

T) 013-399 0519
F) 04-5511442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

m 04 -502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
jawi@dappg.org

m 04-5941163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Dr. Amar Pritpal Abdullah
ybadunsungaibakapn20@gmail.com

(M

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng
limguaneng@penang.gov.my

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Jason Ong Khan Lee
kebunbunga24@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 5451
F) 04 - 826 5451

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Lee Chun Kit
pulautikuskadun@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 228 5298
016 - 691 2548
016 - 415 2548

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Gooi Zi Sen
pengkalankota@dappg.org

%T 04 -250 1522
F) 04 - 250 1523

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
batulancang@dappg.org

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Syerleena Abdul Rashid
32seridelima@gmail.com

T) 04 - 659 5611
F) 04 - 659 5611

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airitam@dappg.org

(T) 04-829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam

kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Datuk Seri Saifuddin Nasution Ismail

T) 04 - 293 7545
F) 04 - 293 7546

DAP PENANG HQ
dappenang@dapmalaysia.org

04 - 228 8482

YAB Chow Kon Yeow m 04-2260218 YB /E‘\)zrul Mahathir Az@iz y {B 81 - 218; %9;;2 YB Muhamad Yusoff Mohd. Noor (T)
_ ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com -
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 226 0218 $‘g° ,3 PE|I_2|M fAT ﬁN (g;hBER ANGAN sp)
N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL O el e
) - . N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Dato’ Ir. Ahmad Zakiyuddin Abdul T) 04 - 575 6526 s .
YB Haji Mohd. Tuah Ismail T) 04 - 866 0214 N.01 PENAGA
Rahman H 04- 575 6526 m YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah
N.16 PERAI
YB Prof. Dr. P. Ramasamy T) 04 - 383 9131 N.02 BERTAM (T)
ramasamy@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 383 2131
N.O07 SUNGAI PUYU N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
o e ey 0 s %80 2493
eeboonpo enang.gov.my; -
pheeboonpoh@yahoo.com (F) 04-2618745 N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH T
N.12 PENANTI M
YB Dr. Norlela Ariffin }T; 04 - 538 2871
norlela.arifin@gmail.com F) 04 - 538 4871 N.40 TELUK BAHANG
vélcsir:ADAI'E\lG HALANG T) 04 - 530 3028 0
ong En -
chong.egg@ggenong.gov.mz }F; 04 - 530 3028 PEGAWAI PENYELARAS KADUN No Tel/ No Faks
N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT i N.01 PENAGA
YE Jagdeep Singh Deo T) 04 - 226 2464 PENANG CARE SOCIETY (2401 0123 Aida Yusof Rawa (T) 019 - 338 2668
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 227 2464 04- 6427777 gidarawa54@yahoo.com

04-2288514

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
Mohd. Taupek Abd. Rahman
hajifek@gmail.com

(T) 019 - 415 3850

PKR PENANG HQ

(T) 04-3970115

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Muhammad Fitri Termizi

fitritermizi@amanah.org.my

(T)011-3112 7702

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN NEGERI 04-262 1957
PBA (PUSAT PANGGILAN 24 JAM)  04-255 8255
KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women'’s Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF
SOCSO

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ
JABATAN PENDAFTARAN

04-656 4131
04-398 8809
04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA
FERI (GEORGETOWN)

( BUTTERWORTH)
JAMBATAN PP

04-261 0058
04-828 8880
04-210 2363
04-310 2377
04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN
KANAK-KANAK

D'HOME CARELINE

CAP

BEFRIENDERS PENANG

PERPUSTAKAAN PP

€ renanglawancovid19

04-829 4046

04-291 0111
04-829 9511
04-281 5161
04-281 1108
04-229 8555




SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MBSP 2023
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MBSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
Ahmad Rizal Abd. 019 - 464 6696 . .
Hamid 1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut Penyelia 013 - 449 0366
Bahagian
Ahmad Tarmizi Jusoh 012 - 487 7575 Kewarganegaraan
2. K. Velan Barat Daya 018 - 394 4537
Anuar Yusoff 84116 —6161 369?690
-507 5
3. Lim Zheng Han Seberang Perai . . 011 - 1244 7167
Utara Pejabat Bahagian
Chee Yeeh Keen 019 - 455 7731 Kewarganegaraan Pulau Pinang,
] ] Tingkat 46, KOMTAR
4. K. Nirmala Seberang Perai 017 -5720272
Cheen Goon Hooi 012 - 402 0923 Tengah 04 - 650 5105
5. K. Viknesh Prabu Seberang Perai 012 - 693 4786
David Marshel a/l 019 - 412 3397 Selatan
Pakianathan 04 - 399 6689
Delakan a/l Ratha 012 - 584 4437 Nota:
Krisnak Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.
st T 018 - 232 2502 SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS [ | |
MBPP 2023 B T -
1
1
Subramnian 1
MBPP 04 - 259 2020 : Editors :
. f Christopher Tan (English)
H - 1
Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 -261 2460 Abdul Latif Mohamad 012 - 248 5016 : Tan Kean Ming (Chinese)
Ahmad Azrizal Tahir 019 - 541 4818 : (S0 RV (eIl
1
Jeffery Koay Kai Chin 013 - 521 2868 Alan Lim Wei Lun 017 - 343 3995 : Writers :
| M. Tanushalini, Ong Kok Hoay, Edmund Lee,
, Dato’ Haji Kamarudin Abduliah | 019 - 411 5665 : Muhamad Riadz Akmal and Kevin Vimal (English)
Ng Yee Siang 010 - 562 2698 i Eng Kok Wei, Foong Chee Yin,
Francis a/I Joseph 012 - 474 3321 ] Wong Sook Shyan and Lee Jia Ying (Chinese)
| J. Patmavathy (Tamil)
Ngoh Cheng Hai 017 - 979 0933 Goh Huey Ee 016 -723 8373 !
1
I Photographers :
Hari Krishnan a/l Ramakrishnan 010- 505 5571 ! Law Suun Ting, Alissala Thian
N A fi Ahmad 018 - 965 4559 . ! . !
oorAzuawati Ahma 65455 - - | Ahmad Adil Muhamad, Darwina Mohd. Daud,
Harvindar Singh a/l Darshan 012 - 428 2250 i Noor Siti Nabilah Noorazis
Singh ‘.
Norly Masitah 013 - 582 2503 ng : Adleena Rahayu Ahmad Radzi,
orly Masita - 1 :
Mobarmas Noor Kaliyappan a/l P. Renganathan | 012 - 407 7276 : _ Muhamad Amir Irsyad Omar,
I Siti Nuratikah Rahmat and Siew Chia En
Lee Chee How 012 - 470 3389 ]
Normahani 019 - 477 3784 1 Graphic Designers :
Mohammad Lee Wei Seang 012 - 452 8305 ! ldzham Ahmad
] Nasrul Amir Yahaya
Sirg Jing EhiEng 012 - 758 3779 Mohd Faruk Abdul Rahman 012 -552 1820 1
016 - 445 5709 rond Hafe Abg. A 019 - 480 6273 : Bagi sebarang maklum balas, sila hantar ke:
o afiz . Aziz - § .
] Editor BULETIN MUTIARA,
. ] h
Gl Boon Sneng e - ad gl Mohd Suhairi Arumugam 016 - 521 3369 i Telg?g;gg:zsﬁosrzl%ri ::giq3oz_e2r:$?n5%23
Abdullah I . ' ’ .
e | Email: buletinmutiara.bpkn@gmail.com
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VER wondered why
Ethere are several notable

schools in the Air ltam
area, fairly close to Penang
Hill?

Dr Tan Chee Seng, a senior
lecturer from the History Sec-
tion at the Schools of Humani-
ties, Universiti Sains Malaysia,
aims to shed some light into
this matter during his talk ti-
tled “Penang Hill & Its Vicinity
— 100 years of Wonder” on July
22 from Qam to 11am.

Tan has been invited by the
Penang Hill Corporation (PHC)
for the talk as part of the 4th
Penang Hill Festival, along with
two other two speakers, name-
ly Clement Liang, president of
Penang Tourist Guides Associ-
ation and history lecturer, and
Enzo Sim, the author of “The
Great Hill — a short story about
Penang Hill”.

The festival, which will run
from July 21 to 23, will fea-
ture various highlights such as
heritage and nature discovery
walks, exhibitions, photog-
raphy and videography work-
shops, and culminate with its
signature event “Music on the
Hill — East meets West”.

Asked about the focus of his
talk, Tan said he would explore
the education wonders sur-
rounding Penang Hill.

“We know there are several
schools near Penang Hill, but

we don’t realise that they are
education wonders in Air Itam.

“When | look at the map,
| notice that Chung Ling High
School, Shang Wu Primary
School, Chung Hwa Confu-
cian Primary School, Penang
Free School, Han Chiang High
School, Methodist Boys School
and St Xavier’s Primary School
are all located in Air Itam.

“Some may consider Pen-
ang Free School to be located
in Green Lane, but it is still
near Air ltam.

“If you read through their
history, these schools were
actually pioneers and catalysts
of change, not only in Pen-
ang and Malaysia but also in
Southeast Asia.

“Interestingly, many of these
schools were originally situat-
ed in George Town before they
chose to relocate to Air [tam,”
Tan said.

He cited Chung Ling High
School, his alma mater, as the
earliest secondary school in
the Malay peninsular, estab-
lished in 1923 - six years af-
ter the formation of its primary
school in 1917 in Malay Street
in George Town.

The British colonial govern-
ment tried to change Chung Ling
High School into a government
school and Chung Ling eventu-
ally decided to conform to it and
become the first Chinese gov-
ernment school in 1956.

“This move changed all the
scenario and atmosphere of
Chinese education from the
north to the south,” Tan re-
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Tan (right) and Liang have been invited by the Penang Hill
Corporation to give a talk titled “Penang Hill & Its Vicinity — 100
years of Wonder”.

called.

He noted that in 1935, the
board of governors of Chung
Ling decided to relocate the
school to the Air Itam area.

For Shang Wu Primary
School, he said it was estab-
lished in the early 19th century
on Chulia Street before its re-
location to Air Itam.

Opposite Shang Wu Primary
School is Chung Hwa Confu-
cian Primary School.

Founded in 1904, it is the
earliest modern  Chinese
school in Malaysia and Singa-
pore and was funded by local
businessman Cheong Fatt Tze.

Chung Hwa Confucian Pri-
mary School was located in
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the Komtar area in Prangin
Lane before the school’s board
of governors decided to buy a
piece of land near SMK Teknik
in the 1970s for its relocation.

Penang Free School, found-
ed in 1816, holds the distinc-
tion of being the oldest Eng-
lish-medium school in South-
east Asia.

Once housed in the Penang
Museum building at Farquhar
Street, it shifted to Green Lane
in 1928.

St Xavier’s Primary School,
too, was located in George
Town before it chose to relo-
cate to the area near Shang
Wu Primary School.

“Whether by accident or co-
incidence, it looks like there
must be something attractive
for these schools to move
from George Town to Air Itam.

“It may be due to the scen-
ery in Air Itam or the nearby
Penang Hill that could provide
them a green and better envi-
ronment.

“If there are biologists or en-
vironmentalists present at the
talk, they may be able to share
their ideas about why these
schools opted for the Air Iltam
area,” Tan said.

A spectacular
view from
Penang Hill.

Liang, who has been with
the Penang Tourist Guides As-
sociation for over 10 years and
became its president last year,
will focus on the history of Pen-
ang, particularly the history of
Air Itam and Air Putih.

Although this is the first
time he will be giving his talk at
the Penang Hill Festival, Liang
has extensive experience con-
ducting training for tour guides
to improve their skills and pre-
sentation techniques.

As the oldest and first tourist
guide association in Malaysia
established on Sept 27, 1966,
the Penang Tourist Guides As-
sociation currently boasts ap-
proximately 700 members.

“As a history researcher and
president of the Penang Tour-
ist Guides Association, | like to
combine history with tourism
when | give a talk. That is the
best way to let more people
know about history,” said Li-
ang, also a former student of
Chung Ling High School.

He was glad that history
is included in the talk for this
year’s festival.

He said Air Itam may be a
small town, but it has a lot of
historical significance.

It has the biggest Buddhist
monastery in Southeast Asia.
During the Japanese Occu-
pation, people from Air Itam
sought refuge on Penang Hill
from the bombing.

Author Sim will narrate the
history of Penang Hill through
its historical evolution which
can be traced back more than
200 years.

For details about the fes-
tival,  visit www.penanghill.
gov.my/phf2023 or follow the
Facebook page www.facebook.
com/mypenanghill or email
phf2023@penanghill.gov.my.
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R Nurul I1zzah Mohd Asri
Fboeing born with a physi-
cal disability was not an
obstacle to achieve success
in life.

Nurul, 25, stands just
115cm tall but she never let
that stop her from pursuing
her passion for tailoring and
starting her own business.

She runs her tailoring busi-
ness from her home in Mer-
bau Kudung, Tasek Gelugor.

Although she has to stand
on a chair to take her custom-
ers’ measurements, Nurul
takes it all in her stride and
never lets her disability demo-
tivate her from doing better.

“| feel accomplished having
my own business as | do not
have to burden my parents
due to my physical disability.

“I started my business in
the middle of last year after
completing a tailoring course
with Perda High Technology In-
stitute (Perda-Tech) in Nibong
Tebal. Before that, | took up
a diploma course in business

studies but | did not complete
it due to a lack of interest,”
Nurul said in an interview with
Buletin Mutiara recently.

Her passion for tailoring be-
gan after completing her Sijil
Pelajaran Malaysia (SPM) ex-
amination.

Her parents supported her
decision to pursue tailing and
encouraged her to take the
course at Perda-Tech.

According to Nurul, she
generally receives about 20
to 40 orders per month, which
increases during the festive
seasons.

“I focus more on women’s
clothing such as baju kurung,
baju kebaya and jubah. For
men, | only make baju Mela-
yu. | also take orders for cloth-
ing alterations and children’s
uniforms.

“I do everything myself,
from cutting the cloth to sew-
ing it.

“| started with only one
sewing machine. Now, | have
three, each with its own re-
spective functions,” she add-
ed.

Asked about her plans, Nu-

Nurul with some of the clothing
which she tailored herself.

rul said she hoped to expand
her business.

“This is only the beginning.
| aim to open my own tailoring
shop and hire several people
to assist me. And | hope | can
achieve the dream,” she con-
cluded.

Nurul taking one of her customer's measurements.

Country’s oldest fire station has a new ‘Beacon of Hope mural

REGARDED as the oldest fire
station in the country, the
Beach Street Fire and Rescue
Station in George Town now
has a new 100-metre-long
mural, called the “Beacon of
Hope”.

Located along a lane next
to the station, the name of the
project fittingly portrays the
meaning and role of the Fire
and Rescue Department.

The mural was made possi-
ble by a premier international
school and professional devel-
opment institution called The
Learning Kingdom Education.

It is learnt that the institu-
tion had engaged Tam Yaw
Tyng, a muralist based in But-
terworth, and he completed
the project in 26 days.

Then Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow, who was present to
officiate the launching of the
mural, said the mural would
improve the fire station’s im-
age as a tourist attraction
spot.

“Despite being 115 years
old, this oldest fire station is
very well-maintained; and this
new mural, depicting several

true incidents involving our fire
rescuers, highlights the impor-
tance of these heroes who put
everything on the line for our
safety.

“I understand that this
project was first envisioned
by the state Fire and Rescue
Department director Saadon
Mokhtar, who then went on to
share the idea with The Learn-
ing Kingdom Education.

“It was warmly welcomed
by the institution, and it was
carried out as part of its cor-
porate  social responsibil-
ity (CSR),” Chow said in his
speech before launching the
mural at the fire station on
June 5.

“This is something that
should be emulated by other
organisations that are directly
or indirectly responsible for
shaping the next generation
of leaders, especially young
children.

“I understand that this mu-
ral has also depicted incidents
involving the death of firemen
who took part in rescue opera-
tions in the past.

“This is why we must con-

Chow pointing at the mural of fallen heroes as Tan (on Chow’s right) looks on.

tinue to appreciate and be
grateful to these heroes.

“| strongly urge the people
to protect and enjoy the sight
of this mural for it was done
with a good amount of effort,
time and money,” Chow added.

Meanwhile, state Fire and
Rescue Department deputy di-
rector Zulfahmi Sutaji has re-
guested the state government

to consider assisting the fire
station in terms of preserving
the mural in the future.

The Learning Kingdom Edu-
cation chief executive officer
Dr Lee Eng Wah told Buletin
Mutiara that the entire project
cost about RM30,000.

“We want to spread aware-
ness about the roles of the
fire and rescue station and

its importance in our society,”
Lee said.

Also present at the event
were Chow’s wife Tan Lean
Kee, then state Tourism and
Creative Economy Committee
chairman Yeoh Soon Hin, then
Pengkalan Kota assemblyman
Daniel Gooi and Penang Island
City Council (MBPP) mayor Da-
tuk A. Rajendran.



2,000 at rainyJRock
Rock Run 202358

=Story by Riadz Akmal
=Pix by Alissala Thian

T was a wet Sunday morning
Ion June 18 but that did not

stop some 2,000 enthusi-
astic runners from turning up
for the Rock to Rock Run 2023
(RTRR 2023).

RTRR 2023, organised by
the Hard Rock Hotel Penang,
has been a yearly tradition
since 2010.

Then Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow, who was the guest of
honour at the event, joined the
flagging-off ceremony in front
of Hard Rock Hotel Penang
at 7am alongside then state
Youth and Sports Committee
chairman Soon Lip Chee, Pen-
ang lIsland City Council mayor
Datuk A. Rajendran, Penang

State Sports Council (MS-
NPP) director Harry Chai Heng
Hua and the hotel's general
manager Michael Smeeton.

The event featured two cat-
egories, namely the Fun Run,
covering a distance of 3.8km,
and the Competitive Run, cov-
ering 10.2km.

Both runs started from the
hotel in Batu Ferringhi. The Fun

Run route took the participants
to the Penang Tropical Spice
Garden, while the Competitive
Run route led them to the Ento-
pia by Penang Butterfly Farm in
Teluk Bahang before returning
to the hotel.

Smeeton said the run aimed
to raise awareness and funds to
support the local community and
improve the lives of the needy.

“Through this event, we
want to give back to our local
community. Over the years, we
have witnessed the incredible
impact this event has had on
organisations such as Rumah
Seri Cahaya, Crystal Family
Home, Association of Rehab of
the Disabled and others.

“And today, we continue
this legacy of compassion and
generosity.

“This year, we have set our
sights on raising RM50,000 for
the Mutiara Food Bank, a non-
profit organisation dedicated to
providing food distribution to
the needy.

“Through this initiative, a to-
tal of 280 needy families are
expected to benefit from the
food supplies that will be chan-
nelled from the Mutiara Food
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race to start.

Bank,” Smeeton said in his
speech before the flagging-off
ceremony.

Chow commended events
like this for exemplifying the
spirit of unity and compassion
that characterises Penang.

“Rock to Rock Run embod-
ies what it means to come to-
gether for a common cause,

Enthusiastic rnners i a jilant mood and getting ready for the

—

showing the world that Penang
is a place where kindness and
love thrive.

“Since 2010, Rock to Rock
Run has benefited numerous
non-profit organisations, trans-
forming lives and giving hope to
those in need.

“Your presence here today
is a testament to the power of

Chow (centre) joining the
flagging-off ceremony of
Rock to Rock Run 2023.

community engagement, and |
applaud each and every one of
you for your efforts,” he said.

Chow added that this year
also, RTRR 2023 supports the
Mutiara Food Bank with Hard
Rock Hotel Penang pledging
RM50,000 in essential food
supplies to 280 households.

“Thus, your participation to-
day directly contributes to the
welfare of our fellow Penan-
gites, ensuring that no one is
left behind.

“Let us continue to run for a
good cause, knowing that our
determination and efforts will
shape a brighter tomorrow for
Penang.

“May your footsteps echo
with determination and your
journey inspire others to follow
in our path,” he said.

Penang finswimming athlete shines with bronze medal at SEA Games

IT was a proud moment for Pen-
ang and the nation when one of
the finswimming athletes man-
aged to win a medal at the recent
2023 SEA Games in Cambodia.

Chris Chew Vi Min, 19, de-
spite being fairly new to the
sport, managed to win a bronze
medal in the 50m men’s bi fins
in the finswimming event.

He was also the only
finswimming athlete in the
Malaysia contingent who man-
aged to get a medal in that
discipline this year.

Chew said he was really
happy and excited about win-
ning a medal for the finswim-
ming team.

“It's like a dream come
true for me. Since | was se-
lected for the SEA Games
squad, | knew there would be
a chance for me to win a med-
al although it was my first SEA
Games participation.

“l was nervous before my race

but excited at the same time as
| knew | was well prepared for
it. And | am glad | got a bronze
medal in the 50m bifins event.

“Overall, | was quite satis-
fied with some of the results
from my races. | participated in
a few finswimming events such
as 50m surface, 100m bi fins,
200m bi fins, 4x100 surface re-
lay, 4x50m surface mixed relay,
and 4x100m bi fins mixed relay.

“I know there is much work to
be done to improve my perfor-
mance. | hope that this medal
will be the first of many,” he said.

Chew expressed his apprecia-
tion to his mother as she played
an important role in his prepara-
tion for the SEA Games.

“She took care of my nutrition
and other important aspects.

"I would like to thank my
coach for sacrificing so much for
me to be where | am now,” he
said

“Last but not least, | would

like to thank my coach for sac-
rificing so much for me to be
where | am now,” he said.

Chew’'s coach Tan Choo
Heng said he was proud of
Chew’s achievement.

“Getting a medal is a bonus
for us as we only had about
three months to prepare for the
SEA Games.

“Chew has potential in this

9
£:33
H

T LY L

sport and the SEA Games was
his first step. | believe he can
achieve more in higher-level com-
petitions,” he said.

Meanwhile, PFSA president
Thor Al Wayne said Chew’s med-
al victory is an inspiration for the
association to further promote
finswimming in the state.

“We formed the Malaysia
Finswimming Association in

L

Chew (centre) while holding his bronze medali, taking a group

photo with Thor (right) and Tan (left).

2021 and Penang Finswim-
ming Association was estab-
lished last year.

“We are relatively new
in this sport and getting a
bronze is a huge motivational
boost for PFSA.

“The bronze medal was also
the first ever medal for Malay-
sian finswimming as we have
never won any medal in previous
SEA Games.

“Perseverance is the key to
our success. This is just the be-
ginning. We will improvise and do
better after this.

Thor said the overall perfor-
mance of the finswimming ath-
letes in the recent SEA Games
in Cambodia should be positively
acknowledged.

“Everyone did very well. We
set 12 new national records
out of the 15 events we par-
ticipated in," said Thor, who is
also the secretary of the MFSA
and MUSF.
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