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HILE the National
Water Services Com-
mission (SPAN) has

adjusted tariffs, the good
news is that Penang’s water
rates remain among the low-
est in the country.

SPAN adjusted the Peninsu-
lar Malaysia and the Federal
Territory of Labuan’s water sup-
ply service rates for the domes-
tic category, and the new rates
will take effect from Feb 1.

SPAN is the national regu-
latory body for the water and
sewerage industry for Penin-
sular Malaysia and the Federal
Territory of Labuan.

Penang Infrastructure,
Transport and Digital Commit-
tee chairman Zairil Khir Johari
said the lowest “band” rates
in Penang have not been re-
viewed since 1993, which is
31 years ago.

“Even with this adjustment,
the Penang Water Supply Cor-
poration (PBAPP) will still need
to bear subsidies as the water
supply rates are still lower than
the production and operation
costs,” Zairil told a media con-
ference in Komtar on Jan 17.

He added that despite the
adjustment, 77% of domestic
water consumers in Penang
would still be paying tariffs
less than RM10.85 per month;
while 52% of domestic wa-
ter users would pay a tariff of
RM®6.20 per month.

SPAN adjusts water rates

New tariffs effective from Feb 1

Chow (seated, second from right) together with (front row, from right) PBAPP chief executive officer K. Pathmanathan, Zairil, Deputy
Chief Minister | Datuk Dr Mohamad Abdul Hamid, Deputy Chief Minister Il Jagdeep Singh Deo in a group photo after the media

conference. With them are (back row, from left) state executive council members Rashidi Zinol, Datuk Seri Sundarajoo Somu, Daniel
Gooi Zi Sen, Lim Siew Khim, Jason H'ng Mooi Lye, Penang Financial Officer Datuk Zabidah Safar and PBAPP chief financial officer Dr
Mary Ann Harris.

Zairil said the increased rev-
enue from the implementation
of the new water supply service
rate adjustment would be used
for water supply infrastructure
upgrades.

“However, it still cannot
cover the costs of operations
and necessary infrastructure
upgrades,” he emphasised.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow disclosed that from 2019
to last year (2023), PBAPP
bore a subsidy burden of about
RM503 million.

“This financial support acted
as a safeguard, mitigating oper-
ational costs, and facilitating es-

sential infrastructure upgrades
crucial for ensuring a reliable wa-
ter supply to 595,579 domestic
water users in the state.

He added that with the new
tariff rate adjustment, PBAPP is
expected to gain RM86 million
a year.

“Penangites have been en-
joying a huge subsidy from
PBAPP for many years.

“Penang water consumers
cannot expect the old tariff to
remain forever as funds are
needed to replace, maintain
and provide the state’s water
infrastructure,” he said.

Chow also replied to a jour-

nalist that water consumers in
Penang understood the need
to constantly maintain water
supply facilities in the state to
ensure continuous supply.

“How long must we postpone
the adjustment? Even with the
new water tariff, PBAPP is still
subsidising.

“This is a national exercise
by SPAN (except for Sabah and
Sarawak) which have their own
water regulations,” he added.

PBAPP will be implement-
ing two targeted rebate pro-
grammes to assist the poor
and the needy following the ad-
justment of water supply rates.

The “Mesra Keluarga” re-
bate of RM10 per month will
be given to the B40 community
which has eight people or more
in a household. The household
income must be RM2,250 and
below per month.

Meanwhile, the “Mutiara”
rebate of RM10 per month
will be given to eKasih recipi-
ents (hardcore poor) earning a
household income of RM1,036
and below per month.

PBAPP will be announcing
the registration mechanics for
both rebates on its Facebook
page soon.

*See also pg2
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There has been
a lack of attention
to the call for
water conservation

- CHOW

uStory by Tanushalini Moroter
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ATER is a limited resource ~“Yguests prelsent
and thus carries an intrinsi- . during his visit’
cally crucial value i [

“As such, we all have to act now to K '
conserve water,” Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow said when he visited the Juru
Voluntary Fire Brigade Association team
on Jan 11.

Chow expressed his optimism that
the recent water issues have height-
ened public appreciation for water as a
limited resource.

Emphasising the impact of water
cuts on people from all backgrounds,
he stressed the importance of the on-
going “save water campaign”.

“There has been a lack of attention
to the call for water conservation. We
trust that the recent water situation
has heightened awareness about the
critical importance of valuing our wa-
ter resources,” he added.

Chow urged a shift from supply-
driven management to demand man-
agement, highlighting the need for
prudent water use, especially given Pen-
ang's high average water consumption.
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FLASHBACK: Our report in the
issue of Feb 16-28, 2019 where we
urged Penangites to conserve water.

Act now to save water
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"In Penang, the per-person water
consumption stands at 300 litres per
day, surpassing the national average
of 200 litres per day.

“Hence, there is a pressing need
for effective demand management.
Achieving the national average would
be a significant step in the right direc-
tion,” Chow added.

"For instance, a water conservation
of 20 to 25% could expand our water
supply to additional areas, notably the
south Seberang Perai district.”

“Simultaneously, we remain commit-
ted to advancing new infrastructure as
an integral part of our water contingen-
cy plan,” Chow said.

He called for collective efforts to
achieve water security, acknowledging
challenges in water management.
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CM: Perak water deal
this year will be big
breakthrough

CHIEF Minister Chow Kon Yeow hopes
that a water deal with Perak can be
inked this year.

When asked about a response by
Perak Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Saarani
Mohamad that the water deal cannot be
conducted this year as there are various
processes to go through, Chow said it
would be a great start to sign an agree-
ment within this year.

Saarani had said the water agreement
hinged on obtaining approval of an allo-
cation from the Natural Resources, En-
vironment and Climate Change Ministry
to construct the water treatment plant in
Kerian.

Last year, Perak had agreed to sell
treated water to Penang following a
meeting between the state secretaries.

“If we can just come to signing a wa-
ter agreement within this year, it will be
a big breakthrough.

“We all know that the project will take
six to eight years to be completed. But |
hope that the three parties — Perak, Pen-
ang and the ministry or related stake-
holders — can agree within this year.

““All the construction activities will
be done in Perak, near our border, and
we (Penang), as water consumers, will
discuss matters such as tariff deter-
mination, water quantity requirements,
delivery schedules and other relevant
details,” Chow said in response to a
question by a reporter after launching
the Penang Internet Exchange on Jan 5.

Chow added that after the deal is
signed, additional processes, including
tendering and technical and construc-
tion issues, could be initiated.

Under the Penang Water Contingency
Plan 2030, the Penang Water Supply
Corporation (PBAPP) intends to spend
RM1.18 billion for the upcoming years
to increase the state’s water supply to
602 million litres per day.
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ITH an astounding to-
tal of RM38.9 billion
in approved manufac-

turing direct investments, there
is no doubt Penang is the “dar-
ling” of investors.

Of this figure, RM35.8 billion
constitutes approved foreign
direct investment (FDI), while
RM3.1 billion is domestic direct
investment (DDI).

The FDI figures from January
till September last year marked
an extraordinary 634% year-on-
year surge.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow highlighted that Penang had
exemplified its leading role as a
top manufacturing FDI contribu-
tor for the nation, capturing a
42% share of the nation’s man-
ufacturing FDI for the period.

“Countries with top manufac-
turing FDI in Penang were the
Netherlands, United States and
Singapore, which contributed
to a 95% share of Penang's
approved manufacturing invest-
ments,” he said.

“Penang proudly asserts its
position as the foremost con-
tributor among all states, com-
manding a substantial 39%
share in Malaysia’s approved
manufacturing investments for
this period.

“The Malaysian Investment
Development Authority (Mida)
estimates that these invest

ments, distributed across 107
projects, will generate approxi-
mately 11,121 new job oppor-
tunities in our state,” Chow
added.

“The substantial surge in
FDI unmistakably reflects the
unwavering confidence that in-
ternational investors have in
Penang’'s untapped potential
and the wealth of lucrative op-
portunities it offers.

“Deserving equal recogni-
tion are our domestic investors,
whose unwavering support has
been instrumental in cultivating
the thriving landscape of our
industrial sector,” he told a me-
dia conference at his office in

On a related matter, Chow
said the primary hurdle lies in
assessing the adequacy of our
infrastructure to accommodate
these investments, represent-
ing the foremost challenge in
Penang.

“These challenges are not
novel; a couple of years ago,
our focus was on overcoming
obstacles related to industrial
land readiness.

“Another critical concern per-
tains to talent. As investments
pour in, the demand for skilled

Chow addressing the media at his office. With him are Jagdeep (left)

and Rashidi (right).

which has been a focal point of
numerous discussions.
“Equally noteworthy is the
persistent challenge of traffic
congestion,” he said.

Komtar last Dec 11. G '9,;%, Chow added that
Chow said Penang’s 4o\ 6\0 6’6\01, while Penang appreci-
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“l wish to extend our heart-
felt thanks to Mida for the col-
laborative efforts and for creat-
ing a conducive environment for
strategic investments.

“The partnership between
Mida and InvestPenang has
been fruitful, laying the founda-
tion for Penang’s continued suc-
cess,” Chow said.

individuals escalates. A press-
ing question emerges: is our
current talent pool suffice to
meet these escalating needs?

“Furthermore, a significant
concern is the water issue,

Empowering SMEs for sustainable growth

THE SME Tech Summit 2023,
organised by the Penang Skills
Development Centre (PSDC)
management council on Dec
13, focused on establishing a
vital connection between mul-
tinational companies (MNCs)
and small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs) in Penang.

Deputy Chief Minister Il Jag-
deep Singh Deo said the sum-
mit was an opportunity to gain
insights from industry leaders
who are at the forefront of fos-
tering symbiotic relationships
between multinational corpora-
tions and SMEs.

Over 200 participants, with
60% of them representing
SMEs, thronged the auditorium
at PSDC in Bayan Lepas during
the opening of the summit.

There were also stakehold-
ers from the local large corpo-

rations (LLCs).

Jagdeep, in his speech, said
there are approximately 4,000
SMEs in Penang and that they
all play a crucial role in contrib-
uting to the state’s economy.

“As of 2022, SMEs contrib-
uted a total of 38.2% to Malay-
sia’s gross domestic product
(GDP) and employ 7.3 million
people.

“About 99% of businesses
in Penang fall under the SME
category with a total economic
added value of RM30 billion.
At the same tine, SMEs also
provide jobs to over 400,000
workers in the state.

“That is why this programme
today is very important as it
will allow all of us, especially
those top industry players, to
brainstorm and execute plans
to move SMEs in the state to

greater success,” Jagdeep said
in his speech.

PSDC management council
chairman Solomon Lorthu com-
mended Jagdeep’s continued
and keen interest in exploring
and regularly making efforts to
meet industry players to better
understand the semiconductor
industry in Penang.

“YB Jagdeep has availed
himself in two past meetings
with us in exploring and prob-
ing how he could be of help to
scale up values in the indus-
try,” he said.

Lorthu is also the vice-pres-
ident and managing director at
Motorola Solutions Penang.

Also present during the
event was the Malaysia Semi-
conductor Industry Association
(MSIA) president Datuk Seri
Wong Siew Hai.

eral ministries.

“It is crucial for the federal
government to comprehend the
challenges faced by the state.

“Despite the announce-
ment of numerous projects,
the state’s requests are con-
siderably more extensive. Ex-
amples include traffic systems
and roads that require con-

struction, the vital Juru-Sungai
Dua bypass that deserves the
attention of the federal govern-
ment, and the ongoing wait for
the next phase of the Meng-
kuang Dam for water supply.

“We value the partnership
and hope for federal under-
standing of the hurdles faced
by Penang, especially concern-
ing crucial projects that neces-
sitate immediate attention and
support,” he stressed.

Also present were Depu-
ty Chief Minister Il Jagdeep
Singh Deo, state Trade, Entre-
preneurial Development, and
Rural Development Committee
chairman Rashidi Zinol, Pen-
ang Water Supply Corporation
chief executive officer K. Path-
manathan, Penang Develop-
ment Corporation (PDC) chief
executive officer Datuk Aziz
Bakar, Mida Penang director
Muhammad Ghaddaffi Sardar
Mohamed and InvestPenang
chief executive officer Datuk
Loo Lee Lian.
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"We've sold out various decora

tion items, including red lanterns,

JI‘ 'e
LE,

|

| =<5 X

fite y LS dragon-shaped ornaments and red
gt - i stickers which have been in high
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$ Chinese everywhere get
Aready to usher in the Year

of the Dragon, it’'s no sur-
prise that dragon-themed deco-
rations are sought after for the
coming festivities.

Regarded as an auspicious and
extraordinary animal in the Chinese
zodiac, the Year of the Dragon sym-
bolishes power, luck and success.

Checks by Buletin Mutiara at sev-
eral places in George Town showed
that many people have started their
early preparations to welcome this
special year.

When Buletin  Mutiara ap-
proached Lu Siew Kheng, owner
of Wan Lee Brothers Sdn Bhd, she
mentioned that her business has

NN

in|thevicinity/of town ahead of *
Chinese New)Year. .

"Each year, we strive to enhance
our decorations to match market
innovation and creativity, offering a
variety of styles and shapes for cus-
tomers to choose from. Decorations
must be as creative as possible to
attract customers," Lu, 68, said.

With the celebration approaching,
Lu expects a merrier atmosphere.

Over at Eng Ong Heong Trading
in Rangoon Road, Angeli Choo, the
owner's wife, showed Buletin Muti-
ara a selection of Chinese New Year
items.

"The auspicious flower, symbolis-
ing prosperity, health, and wealth,
has been the most soughtafter
accessory of our customers," she
said.

Choo also foresees a gradual in-
crease in customers in the coming
weeks.
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HE Penang government is
Toptimistic that the Silicon

Island project, once com-
pleted, will replicate the suc-
cess of the Bayan Lepas Free
Industrial Zone (FIZ).

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said this was possible
through a topside develop-
ment plan for the project.

On Dec 10, Chow, along-
side Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun
Ahmad Fuzi Abdul Razak and
other state dignitaries, made
a historic visit to Silicon Island
since its reclamation started
last September.

“The topside development
plan features the high-tech
industrial park called Green
Tech Park (GTP) as well as digi-
tal technology infrastructure,
e-commerce, and Global Busi-
ness Services (GBS) facilities.

“The GTP is designed with
environmental, social and gov-

FEBRUARY 1— 15, 2024

Historic visit to Slllc

ernance (ESG) concepts that
will be abIe to attract compli-
ance-conscious  investment
that is now a global corporate
focus.

“The location of the GTP
and BPO also is strategic be-
cause it is close to the Bayan
Lepas Free Industrial Zone
(FIZ), Penang International
Airport and the Sultan Abdul
Halim Muadzam Shah Bridge.

“As a result, this will guar-
antee the development and in-
crease the competitiveness of
Penang’s electrical and electron-
ics (E&E) manufacturing sector,
similar to what was achieved
with the development of Bayan
Lepas FIZ,” Chow said in his
speech at the Region 1 Marine
Police Base in Batu Uban.

Silicon Island, renamed from
Island A under the proposed
Penang South Islands (PSI) proj-
ect, is located at the south end
of Penang Island, measuring
2,300 acres in land size.

It is the only island to be re-
claimed out of the proposed
three islands after the state gov-

ernment decided to scale down

the PSI project on the advice of
the Federal government.

Silicon Island is expected to
be fully reclaimed by 2032, with
the entire development span-
ning 25 years.

The reclamation of PSI's
Silicon Island is undertaken by
Silicon Island Development Sdn
Bhd (SIDSB).

Chow said the development
of Silicon Island is expected
to generate a Gross Domes-
tic Product (GDP) of RM1.1
trillion and an RM74.7 billion
investment, apart from creat-
ing 220,000 job opportunities
that will benefit Penangites
and Malaysians.
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In a press conference later,
Chow said since the reclama-
tion of Silicon Island started
in September, a total of five
acres of land have been re-
claimed so far.

“This is just preliminary work
only. The project can be expe-
dited based on market demand.

“Starting next year, we will in-
crease the number of ships to
ferry sand and pump the sand
to Silicon Island.

“We expect to reclaim around
300 to 400 acres per year. This
does not include infrastructure
works as they can only begin
after the reclamation works are
fully completed,” said Chow.

Arriving at the site at about

‘(s'é't':'(')"n“ﬂ fromm

| Ieft) and other,
state dlgnltarles
Iaunchmg Silicor

10am, Ahmad Fuzi, Chow and
other guests were briefed on
the work progress by officers
from Gamuda Berhad.

They spent about 30 min-
utes on the man-made island.
Many of them were seen taking
the opportunity to snap photo-
graphs around the vicinity.

The visit included tree plant-
ing as a symbolic gesture.

Battery maker’'s RM6.4bil Penang plant

A STATE-ofthe-art battery
manufacturing plant, costing
a remarkable RM6.4 billion, is
coming up soon at the Penang
Technology Park@Bertam in
Kepala Batas.

A project by renowned bat-
tery manufacturer INV New Ma-
terial Technology (M) Sdn Bhd,
it will be the company’s first
manufacturing plant in Penang.

The Penang Technology
Park@Bertam in Kepala Ba-
tas witnessed this significant
groundbreaking ceremony

on Nov 29, marking the com-
mencement of this facility.

The parent company, Shen-
zhen Senior Technology Mate-
rial Co Ltd, globally renowned

(Inset) Chen oty

for lithium battery separators,
is overseeing this monumental
project.

INV New Material Technolo-
gy’s chairman Chen XiuFeng de-
clared the strategic importance
of the new plant, asserting
that it would be the first lithium
separator factory in the Asean
region.

With a comprehensive invest-
ment of RM6.4 billion, the proj-
ect will unfold in two phases.

“The first phase is expected
to be completed in 2026 and
the second by 2028.

“Once operational, the plant
is designed to produce an as-
tonishing four billion square me-
tres of coated and wet-type sep-

arators annually,” Chen said at
the groundbreaking ceremony.

Chen also provided an in-
sight into the magnitude of the
project.

“Spanning over 66 acres
with a total building area of
approximately 400,000 sq m,
INV is poised to become the
largest production base for
low-carbon separators in Ase-
an and aspires to become a
key player in the global supply
chain for the industry.

“As a leading enterprise in
the separator industry, we will
further intensify our efforts
in developing the Asean mar-
ket, laying a solid foundation
for global development, bring-

ing intelligent
manufacturing
beyond our
borders, and
injecting new
vitality into

the economic
development
of the Asean
region,” he
added.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who officiated the cer-
emony, congratulated INV and
Shenzhen Senior Technology

Material Co Ltd for achieving
this significant milestone.

Chow expressed Penang's
honour in being chosen as
the location for INV’'s ground-
breaking plant, highlighting the
state’s well-developed indus-
trial ecosystem.

“The lithium-ion battery
separator industry, known for
its dynamism, alignhs seam-
lessly with Penang’s core eco-
nomic activities, Chow said
while emphasising the state’s
commitment to continuous
improvement.

“To cement Penang’'s po-
sition as a hub for advanced
manufacturing, the state gov-
ernment has placed special
emphasis on attracting com-
panies with strong commit-
ments in developing cutting-
edge technologies and sus-
tainable investing.”

He also commended INV
for its commitment to environ-
mental responsibility.

“The lithium-ion battery
separator industry, with its
ties to renewable energy and
electric vehicles, aligns per-
fectly with Penang’s goals for
a greener and more sustain-
able future,” he said.

Public feedback
sought for 2025
Local Plan Draft

THE month-long early public-
ity and public participation

programme for the 2035
Local Plan (island) Draft
(DRTPP2035) is underway,

aiming to inform the public
about state developments and
gather feedback on proposed
initiatives.

State Local Government,
Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman Jason
H’'ng Mooi Lye said this is im-
portant to ensure the public
and key stakeholders are well
informed and feel their views
matter in the state’s develop-
ment plans towards 2035.

“This early publicity pro-
gramme will assist the state
government and the Penang
Island City Council (MBPP) to
make decisions more accu-
rately for the greater good of
the people while driving Pen-
ang towards being a smarter,
greener, and harmonious
state.

“We prioritise the people's
needs.

“This Local Plan is high-
ly driven based on existing
state policies, such as the
Penang2030 vision and the
Penang Structure Plan 2030.
| encourage the public and
relevant stakeholders to ac-
tively participate in this pro-
gramme,” H'ng said during
the progammme launch at the
Town Hall in Jalan Padang Kota
Lama on Jan 26.
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N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

ET 04-2260218
04 -226 0218

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Dr. Mohamad Abdul Hamid
mohdhamid@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 -261 8715

N.15 PADANG LALANG

YB Dato’ Seri Sundarajoo A/L Somu
nlé.kadunperai@gmail.com

YB Gooi Zi Sen (T) 04 - 530 3028
izisen nan v.m
N.16 PERAI

(T) 04 - 397 3600

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
ni19dunjawi@gmail.com

ET% 04-594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Rashidi Bin Zinol

n2Isgachehpk@gmail.com

EB 04 - 593 2408

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

tanjongbunga@bukitbendera.org

T) 04 - 818 3866
F) 04 - 262 5952

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim

limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Wong Hon Wai
wonghonwail973@gmail.com

SB 04 - 826 1898

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Fahmi Zainol
fahmizainol@penang.gov.my

E’T:; 04 -293 7545

N.02 BERTAM

YB Datuk Seri Reezal Merican Naina
Merican
dsrmpusatkhidmat@gmail.com

04 -293 7546
7

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU
YB Phee Syn Tze
n07sungaipuyu@gmail.com

ET{ 012 - 428 5594
F

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Chee Yeeh Keen

cheeyeehkeen@gmail.com

EB 018-388 6317

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Kumaran Krishnan @ Calvin

bagandalamn09@gmail.com

T) 04 - 313 1002
i

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee
berapit@dappg.org

ET; 017 - 813 3509
F) 04 - 540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon
kllee78@gmail.com

ET; 013-399 0519
F) 04 - 551 1442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

T) 04 - 502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng
dapairputih@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA

YB Lee Boon Hen
Igggggnhgng%@g’gmgil com

(T) 011 - 2773 6684

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Woo Sze Zeng
joshuawoosz@gmail.com

(H) 016 - 417 2548

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Wong Yuee Harng

pengkalankota@dappg.org

EB 04 - 299 2574

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtar@dappg.org

T) 016 - 270 6808
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
ongahteong@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Tan Hooi Peng

n32seridelima@gmail.com

EB 04 - 659 5611

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airitamdap@gmail.com

T) 016 - 421 9143
F) 04 -829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam

kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Dato’ Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976
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N.01 PENAGA _ PENANG CARE SOCIETY %Hotline
YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah (T) T) 04-291 0123
04- 6427777

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL

! : DAP PENANG HQ T) 04 - 228 8482
YB Bukhori Ghazali m dappenang@dapmalaysia.org ng 04-228 8514
N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-397 0115
YB Mohd Sobri Salleh M

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
YB Muhammad Fauzi Yusoff

M

N.0é TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Azmi Alang

M

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Izhar Shah Arif Shah

M

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Amir Hamzah Abdul Hashim

M

N.12 PENANTI
YB Zulkefli Bakar

M

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Nor Zamri Latiff

M

N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Mohamad Shukor Zakariah

M

N.40 TELOK BAHANG
YB Muhamad Kasim

M

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN NEGERI 04-262 1957
PBA (PUSAT PANGGILAN 24 JAM)  04-255 8255
KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women’s Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perknidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF
SOCSO

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ 04-656 4131
04-398 8809

JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA 04-261 0058
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
FERI (GEORGETOWN) 04-210 2363

( BUTTERWORTH) 04-310 2377
JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN  04-829 4046
KANAK-KANAK
D'HOME CARELINE 04-291 0111

CAP 04-829 9511

BEFRIENDERS PENANG 04-291 0100
011-5670 6261
PERPUSTAKAAN PP 04-229 8555

€ renanglawancovid19
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SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MBSP 2023
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MBSP 04- 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
A Y ff 016 - 461 6390
nuarusse 1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut Penyelia 013 - 449 0366
Bahagian
Benson Neoh Kah Wei 012 - 402 0923 Kewarganegaraan
Bernard Cheen Goon 012 402 0923 2. K. Velan Barat Daya 018 -394 4537
Hooi
3. Joseph Tan Seberang Perai ) ) 011 - 5628 5600
_ Utara Pejabat Bahagian
Chong Wei Hoong 012 - 484 9693 Kewarganegaraan Pulau Pinang,
- ] Tingkat 46, KOMTAR
4. K. Dasirani Seberang Perai 012 -412 2375
Datuk Mohd Noor 019-473 1172 Tengah 04 - 650 5105

Ahmad

Dato’ Omar Haji Abdul
Hamid

019 - 577 0800

5. M. Nakulan

Seberang Perai
Selatan

010 -462 0073

Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.

Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 - 261 2460 Nota:
Lim Chee Chien 012 - 521 9894 SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS
MBPP 2023

Linggeswaran a/I 013 -419 9071 Nama Telefon
Charmar

MBPP 04 - 259 2020
Muhammad Fadzli 011-1109 6646 Abdul Latif Mohamad 012 -248 5016
Roslan

Alan Lim Wei Lun 017 - 343 3995
Muhammad Fitri Termizi 011-31127702 Bakar Noordin 012 - 495 6347

Benji Ang Ming Quan 012 - 423 3227
Ng Wai Leong 016 - 4155494

Chan Soon Aun 012 - 485 0728
Ng Yee Siang 010 - 562 2698 Choong You Ray 012-456 1133

Datuk Haji Abdul Razak Abdul 012 - 464 6277
Ngoh Cheng Hai 017 - 979 0933 Rahman

David Chen Wooi Teong 012-4921114
Norly Masitah 013 - 582 2503 Hari Krishnan a/l Ramakrishnan 010 - 505 5571
Mohamed Noor

Koay Gaik Kee 016 - 447 5088
N hani -
Mopaaal | 019 -477 3784 Lee Seng Hwai 016 - 440 6798

Mohd Faruk Abdul Rahman 012-552 1820
Nurhidayah Che Rose 010 - 388 7977

Mohd Hafiz Abd. Aziz 019 - 480 6273
Nur Aishah Zainol 019 - 407 6197 N

Mohd Roshidi Roslan 019 - 555 6607

. Mohd Suhairi Arumugam 016 - 521 3369

Ong Jing Cheng 012-758 3779 Abdullah

Ooi Mei Mei 011-1443 8734
Ooi Yong Wooi 016 -421 1196 .

Quah Boon Lim 017 - 462 2431
Ponnudurai a/l 012- 4233578 N El e o1y - Slieetrs
V Anthony Srinvasagam

Saiful Azwan Abd. Malik 016 - 465 2787
Predeeb Kumar a/I 016 - 498 5421 : ; _
Kalidass Shafiz Rahim Raja 012 - 426 8926

Tan Chiew Choon 019 - 470 4499
Teh Chuann Yien 010 - 441 7749

Tan Soo Siang 012 - 475 2453

Theng Jie Wey 016-4187108
Zainuddin Mohamed 012 - 479 4200

Vickneson a/l Rajendran 016 - 489 6162
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State to rethin

uStory by K.H. Ong
=Pix by Law Suun Ting

is the way forward for solid

waste management and thus
move away from traditional reli-
ance on landfills, says Deputy
Chief Minister Il Jagdeep Singh
Deo.

He said this is part of the
state government’s goal of
achieving zero carbon footprint
by 2050 when he launched a
“Rescue Veggie Movement” cer-
emony at Pulau Mutiara Whole-
sale Market in Macallum Street
Ghaut in George Town on Jan 4.

“We do not want to see land-
fills, like the one in Jelutong
which has become a ‘gunung’
(mountain). Many places are not
using landfills anymore.

“We are exploring the latest
methodology employed world-
wide. The integration of new
technologies in waste manage-
ment is on our agenda.

“l am happy to see the com-
munity coming together. We
want to reduce carbon emis-
sions and move forward with our
green initiatives.

“This is the way forward, and
we are going to see new things
happening,” Jagdeep said.

He emphasised that incorpo-

INNOVATIVE technologies

rating new technologies would
be a pivotal aspect when issuing
requests for proposals for proj-
ects related to the Pulau Burung
landfill.

During the “Rescue Veg-
gie Movement” launching cer-
emony, Jagdeep applauded

SMJK Convent Datuk Keramat
(CDK) for representing Penang
in the recent Toyota Youth Eco
programme, an initiative spear-
headed by UMW Toyota Motor
Sdn Bhd as part of their corpo-
rate social responsibility (CSR)
since 2001.

The programme aims to fos-
ter environmental awareness
and instil respect for planet
Earth among secondary school
students.

Jagdeep also commended
the school’s collaborative part-
ners like Pasar Borong Pulau
Mutiara Association and Muti-
ara Food Bank.

“Through their concerted ef-
forts, a total of 2,653.1 kg of
vegetables were ‘rescued’ and
distributed to needy families,”
said Jagdeep, who later had the
honour of putting the finishing
touch to a mural painting by art-
ist Azmi Hussin and autograph-
ing a plague on the wall of the
market complex.

Calling themselves The Veg-

gie Waste Avengers, the Con-
vent Datuk Keramat team was
represented by four Form Two
students in the competition at
The Everly Putrajaya Hotel in Pu-
trajaya from Jan 21 to 23.

They were Ong lJing Mei
(group leader), Baidehi Sarava-
nan, Ainul Mardhiah and Tan Li
Sha. Accompanying them was
their English teacher and adviser
Chua Kia Yee.

“We focus on food waste as
Penang is a state renowned
for its food. Between last Nov
21 and Dec 26, we rescued
2,653.1kg of edible vegeta-
bles which would otherwise be
dumped into the landfill.

“Our team facilitated the
transfer of veggies donated by
market sellers, coordinated by
association members, to the
Mutiara Food Bank vans. This
initiative not only prevented
food waste but also contrib-
uted to supporting those in

need,” Chua said.

Also present at the ceremony
were Wei Paik Chin, principal of
SMJK Convent Datuk Keramat;
Anna Loo, a representative from
the Parent-Teacher Association;
Mohamed Rusdan Maidin, as-
sistant director (Student Talent
Development Unit, Penang State

Education Department); Andrew
Looi, president of Penang Pran-
gin Market Traders’ Association;
Tan Ban Ben, president of Pen-
ang Island Vegetable Wholesaler
Association; Jasniza Jamalu-
ddin, deputy operation officer of
Mutiara Food Bank, and artist
Azmi Hussin.

MBPP’s innovative refuse trucks

PENANG Island City Council
(MBPP) scored another mile-
stone by being the first local au-
thority in Malaysia to introduce
state-of-the-art refuse trucks.
MBPP mayor Datuk A. Rajen-
dran said the trucks are priced
at RM454,721 per unit and
MBPP acquired seven new “sin-
gle piece body” refuse trucks,
each featuring a 3rd generation
compactor unit (CU).

Initially to be deployed in s !

Teluk Bahang and Batu Fer-
ringhi, these trucks, with ¢
enhanced compactor
units, aim to elimi- _ g’
nate odours and
improve efficiency,
cutting rubbish
collection time *.#

Rajendran emphasised the
necessity of this initiative, cit-
ing the critical issue of leachate
leakage from the CU of current
refuse trucks, resulting in un-
desirable odours lingering on
roads and streets during gar-
bage collection.

“Hence, MBPP resolved to
collaborate with a local truck
., manufacturer to harness
e Cuttingedge  tech-
s nologies,

fostering the development
of innovative refuse trucks
equipped with enhanced CUs,”
Rajendran said at the City Hall
last Dec 29.

Rajendran said the seven
new refuse trucks would serve
as supplementary units in the
Teluk Bahang and Batu Ferrin-
ghi areas. However, a broader
deployment is imminent, with
MBPP actively replacing 13 old-

er refuse trucks on roads
2 and streets in the near
future.

Rajendran (in white Iong—sleeve shlrt) and other representatives checking out the new refuse truck

(Ffom left) Syamshuar, H'ng and Azhar giving the thhmbs-ilp to the
ISWMC.

Bringing back ‘waste segregation
at source’ campaigns

THE state government, through
both the Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) and the Se-
berang Perai City Council
(MBSP), will reintroduce initia-
tives to educate the commu-
nity about waste segregation at
source policy.

State Local Government,
Town, and Country Planning
Committee chairman Jason
H'ng announced that the pol-
icy enforcement is scheduled
for July.

“The waste segregation at
source initiative, launched in
2017, was actively promoted
in residential areas. However,
when the pandemic hit in 2020,
the enforcement stopped.

“People have also slowly
forgotten it.

“Now, we want to reactivate
the educational campaign for
waste segregation at source be-
fore enforcing the policy in July.

“Together with the local gov-
ernments, we hope non-govern-
mental organisations (NGOs)
will also collaborate to make
the campaign a success again,”
H’ng said during a press confer-
ence at the Ampang Jajar Waste

Transfer Station on Dec 19.

H'ng was at the station to
launch the groundbreaking cer-
emony of the Integrated Solid
Waste Management Centre
(ISWMC), which will start its op-
eration of processing domestic
waste, garden waste and con-
struction waste (C&D) in Febru-
ary 2025.

The ISWMC will be managed
by Greenviro Solutions Sdn Bhd.

“The ISWMC is the first in
Malaysia to use using domestic
waste as the main material to
produce methane in an Anaero-
bic Digester (AD).

"It is estimated that this fa-
cility can process 1,200 met-
ric tonnes of waste per day
and will reach its maximum
capacity by 2040.

"With the establishment of
the ISWMC, domestic waste
sent to the Pulau Burung Land-
fill can be reduced, contribut-
ing to the extension of its lifes-
pan,” he added.

Besides ISWMC, the Am-
pang Jajar Cleaning Depot and
MBSP’s Landscape Depart-
ment Operations Office will
also be built at the site.
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Kenyan

Story by Christopher Tan
Pix by Siew Chia En

HE recent Penang Bridge Interna-
tional Marathon 2023, as in some

previous years, saw a clean sweep

by Kenyan runners in both the men and
women full marathons.
Some 90 minutes past midnight on
Dec 17, and a sea of determined faces

Wong (second from.left) fand
SyedIMohamad AididT(right)
in a group photo with Seroi,
Mwangangi and Bernard.

tation ceremony at Queensbay Mall.

He also shared a personal note
with the participants.

“Last year, | took part in the Pen-
ang Bridge International Marathon’s
full marathon.

“The unparalleled sense of accom-
plishment upon crossing the finish

Runners taklng part in the Penang Brldge International Marathon 2023.

“Congratulations to all today’s
full marathon finishers! Your journey
stands as a testament to the endur-
ing power of perseverance,” he said.

Also present were Bukit Tambun
assemblyman Goh Choon Aik, and
Penang Amateur Athletics Associa-
tion (PAAA) president Datuk Syed Mo-

who took part in the full marathon events
were flagged off at the starting line at
Queensbay Mall.

The half marathon and 10km runners
were flagged off at 3am and 6.30am re-
spectively.

Marking a historic moment for the Pen-
ang Bridge International Marathon 2023,
Kenyan Anderson Saitoti Seroi clinched
victory in the Full Marathon (Men) with a
record of 2:18:43.

He won RM25,000 for his efforts.

His compatriot John Nzau Mwangangi
grabbed second in a time of 2:19:28
while Muthoni Bernard, also from Kenya,
was third (2:20:10).

Mwangangi took home RM12,000
while Bernard bagged RM8,000.

Not to be outdone, the Full Marathon
(Women) witnessed an equally spectacu-
lar clean sweep by the Kenyan trio of Tru-
phena Chepchirchir (2:44:41), Nyaingiri
Florence (2:48:46), and Monica Watetu
Ndiritu (2:58:48).

Meanwhile, husband and wife Nik Fak-
aruddin Ismail and Noor Amelia Musa
again won the Best Malaysian Full Mara-
thon, Men and Women categories.

The couple, who won the
event in 2019, took home
RM5,000 each.

Noor  Amelia
said running < Y
was a fun thing |
they do together and they
kept each other motivated to
achieve new goals.

Nik Fakaruddin clocked 2:43: 57
while Noor Amelia recorded 3:14:36. |

As for the lucky draws, mechani-
cal designer Redzman Ridzuan, 24,
was elated when his number was

Redzman is overjoyed after winning
a Perodua Axia.

drawn, winning him a Perodua Axia.

“l also took part in this marathon
event last year and | am so happy that
| won the grand prize this year,” the Pen-
angite said.

Meanwhile, another runner, Hideki
Tokai, won a Penang-Port Klang-Penang
cruise ticket and 42-year-old Chan Wai
Leong brought home an e-motorcycle.

Chan said he felt that this year’s run
would be extra special when his bib
number was similar to a part of his mo-
bile number.

“But | did not expect that it would also
win me an e-motorcycle!

“This is an amazing gift to look for-
ward to a great new year,” he said.

State Tourism and Creative Econ-
omy Committee chairman Wong Hon
Wai encouraged the participants to
embrace challenge and strive for self-
improvement.

“I welcome you to push the boundar-
ies. If you took part in the 10km category
this year, challenge yourself to take up
the half marathon.

“For those in the half marathon, con-
sider the full marathon. And for those
who are already in the full mara-
thon, elevate your achievements!”
Wong said in his speech durmg
the prize presen. ' \

line still resonates. hamad Aidid Syed Murtaza.
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Pertandingan video pendek
Tema: Kebanggaan Rakyat Pulau Pinang

MENANG dengan 3 langkah mudah

°fog ° #

Seliap karya mestilah
'Like’ dan “tollow’ laman Facebook, mempunyal landa pagar
TikTok dan Instagram rasmi FButelinMutisra
Buletin Mutiara, Epenang 20230 dan
#lovePENANG.

o=

Ambil vidoo mengikut
tema yang diberikan.
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& Keputusan panel jurl sdaloh mukiamod,
. Kb panghantaran uniuk hodich periong et Stenggung ok
POMEnong.
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VER 1,000 perform-
o ers from 32 teams cap-

tivated a large crowd
with their thrilling stunts, ath-
leticism and dances at the
13th Chingay Parade in But-
terworth recently.

Balancing the tall flag poles
on their foreheads, shoulders,
abdominal areas, and even
mouths in the windy conditions
posed a challenge to the per-
formers, yet they demonstrated
delightful skills.

The spectators erupted in ap-
plause whenever participants
performed daring feats.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow, who officiated the parade,
emphasised that although the
parade originated from the Chi-
nese community, it is looked
forward to by Malaysians of all
races and religions.

Giving credence to his com-
ment was the Butterworth Chin-
gay team with 10 Malay mem-
bers, constituting almost half
the squad.

Mohd Asri Jusoh, 46, and
Mohd Syuhairy Sudin, 41, have
actively participated in Chingay
for the past 20 years.

Said Mohd Asri: “Chingay is
our hobby. We have a lot of Chi-
nese friends and we all work as
ateam.”

Many residents and visitors
lined up the 4.6km route to
witness the parade from the
Seberang Perai City Council
(MBSP) field in Jalan Bagan Luar
to the Tow Boo Kong in Butter-
worth on Dec 23.

The mainland parade was
part of the Pesta Chingay 2023,
as another celebration was held
on the island on Dec 30.

Based on data from Cultural
Mapping by the National Depart-
ment of Culture and Arts, this
year marks the 104th year of
the Chingay Parade in Penang,
with the first one held in 1919.

Chow also thanked the PET-
ACE office, under the super-
vision of state Tourism and
Creative Economy Committee
chairman Wong Hon Wai, organ-
ising chairman Lay Hock Peng,
his special coordinating officer,
and all who contributed energy,
time and ideas to organise the
parade.

Chow concluded his speech
by quoting a Bahasa Malaysia
idiom regarding the preserva-
tion of culture, “tak lapuk dek
hujan, tak lekang dek panas,”
which means “Tradition that
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withstands the test of time.”

Among the spectators were
four tourists — Anna Toutant,
35, from France; Juua Lesli-
ren, 24, from Finland; and
Olfa Mannai, 30, and Aladin
Nefzi, 28, from Tunisia. None
of them had ever witnessed a
Chingay festival before.

“We came because we just
want to know more about the
local culture. Seeing the good
turnout, we believe this must
be an important and fantastic
event. We are thrilled to be part
of the occasion,” said Mannai.

Other notable attendees in-
cluded assemblymen Kumaran
Krishnan (Bagan Dalam), Chee
Yeeh Keen (Bagan Jermal) and
Phee Syn Tze (Sungai Puyu).

Meanwhile, over on the is-
land on Dec 30, the Chingay
Festival drew crowds lining the
route from Padang Brown to
Light Street, despite the rain.

The spirited spectators
were treated to a dazzling pa-
rade featuring 45 teams, last-
ing from 7pm to 11pm, with

A Chingay team
finding it a
challenge in this
windy condition at
the parade.

-

Chingay, pride

a stunning fireworks display
capping off the night.

Traditional performances, in-
cluding lion and dragon dances,
enchanted the sea of onlookers.

Chow praised the event as
a vital cultural celebration in
the state, fostering commu-
nity bonds.

“I trust that both Penan-
gites and tourists relish the
significance of this event. It
serves as an eye-opener, of-
fering them a glimpse of this
eagerly awaited spectacle,”
he said in his speech.

Among those present to wit-
ness the spectacular event
were Tanjong MP Lim Hui Ying,
who is also Deputy Finance
Minister; state Social Develop-
ment, Welfare and Non-Islamic
Religious Affairs Committee
chairman Lim Siew Khim; state
Housing and Environment Com-
mittee chairman Datuk Seri
Sundarajoo Somu; and George
Town World Heritage Incorpo-
rated (GTWHI) general manager
Dr Ang Ming Chee.

[
[ | .1
i i |

¢

The Chingay
procession
taking place

in Light Street
with numerous
spectators taking
the opportunity
to witness the
occasion.

Mannai taking

a wefie with her
friends - Julia (in
red dress), Aladin
(wearing a hat)
and Toutant at
the MBSP field in
Jalan Bagan Luar,
Butterworth.

Penang to push for Unesco

1= 50 BULETINTMUTIARA

 of Penang

listing for Chingay

PENANG is making efforts to
have its traditional festival,
the Penang Chingay, listed
as Unesco’s intangible heri-
tage, says state Tourism and
Creative Economy Committee
chairman Wong Hon Wai.
Wong said he would dis-
cuss with the Department of
National Heritage to further
explore the application for
Unesco recognition for Pen-

ang Chingay.

“We might also propose a
joint listing with Johor, to des-
ignate the Chingay Festival as
an intangible heritage, as joint
listings are a norm in Unesco.

“For instance, George Town
and Melaka were jointly listed
as Unesco World Heritage
Sites,” he said during a press
conference at Komtar on Dec
21.
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