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ENANG’s Budget 2024 was craft-
ed based on outcome principles,

emphasising the success of each
state’s plan for the well-being of the
people.

“Despite acknowledging the fiscal
limitations leading to a widening deficit,
the Penang government remains com-
mitted to designing and implementing
projects and programmes to drive socio-
economic growth and ensure the align-
ment of the Penang2030 vision,” Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow said when ta-
bling Budget 2024 at the State Assem-
bly on Nov 24.

“The state government is committed
to upholding the principles of Compe-
tency, Accountability, and Transparency
(CAT) in governance, ensuring that Pen-
ang maintains its reputation for clean
and dynamic leadership,” he said.

The Penang government tabled an
estimated operating expenditure of
RM1.0476 billion for the year 2024.

Chow said the Legislative Supply Bill
2024 aimed at empowering the state
government to allocate a budget of
RM1,011,170,179 for 20 departments
next year (2024).

“Additionally, RM36,434,356 is allo-
cated for charged expenditure for three
departments and is charged to the
state Consolidated Fund.

“Therefore, the total projected

Penang Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun Ahmad Fuzi Abdul Razak inspecting the guard-
of-honour before opening the State Legislative Assembly sitting on Nov 17.
- Full story on p2.

operating expenditure for 2024 is
RM1,047,604,535.

“The proposed operating expendi-
ture for 2024 reflects an increase of
RM58.13 million compared to 2023.

“This rise is attributed to the state
government’s continuous commitment
to intensifying people-oriented pro-
grammes and balancing the needs of
state development projects.

“Under the 2024 operating alloca-
tion, RM205.90 million is allocated
for emoluments, RM214.37 million for

services and supplies, RM3.38 million
for asset acquisition, RM622.59 mil-
lion for grants and fixed payments, and
RM1.36 million for other expenditures.
“The grants and fixed payments cat-
egory remains the largest component,
covering 59.43% of the total operating
expenditure. This includes contributions
such as RM240 million to the State De-
velopment Fund, RM110.45 million for
state welfare programmes including iSe-
jahtera, and RM98.50 million for grants
to subsidiaries, state statutory bodies,

and other agencies,” Chow said.

He explained that the increase in op-
eration spending is controlled, in line
with measures taken to exercise disci-
pline in spending prudently.

“The actual operation spending un-
til Nov 15 this year is RM709.20 mil-
lion, and is expected to significantly
decrease compared to the 2023 es-
timate of RM989.47 million,” Chow
highlighted.

For 2024, Chow said the state gov-
ernment anticipates collecting revenue
amounting to RM533,077,255.

“This reflects a growth of RM10.73
million or 2.05% when contrasted with
the estimated revenue of RM522.35
million in 2023.

“Considering the projected revenue
of RM533.08 million against the op-
erating expenditure of RM1.0476 bil-
lion, the 2024 Budget is expected to
have a deficit of RM514.53 million, an

increase of RM47.41 million from the
2023 deficit,” Chow said.

He explained that a deficit Budget is
necessary, in line with Penang’s com-
mitment to promoting development and
ensuring well-being of the people.

“The projected deficit of RM514.53
million in the 2024 Budget will be
funded from the state government’s
reserves, including the Consolidated
Trust Account, which had a balance of
RM1.67 billion as of Nov 15 this year,”
he said.

socio-economic growth

*Turn to Pg 2
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IVE your strong and
undivided support to
the current state gov-

ernment led by Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow.

ous year's growth rate of 6.9%.
The recorded gross domestic
product (GDP) value reached
RM112.1 billion.

“According to data re-

That was the call by | AT THE
STATE

Yang diPertua Negeri
Tun Ahmad Fuzi Ab-
dul Razak when he
opened the State Leg-
islative Assembly sit-
ting last Nov 17.

this is important to /
ensure the continuity of the
state administration and also to
realise the Penang2030 vision
of “A Family-Focused Green and
Smart State that Inspires the
Nation”.

He said if there is an issue
that needs to be addressed, it
should be discussed in an ap-
propriate platform and a respon-
sible manner.

“This is crucial to prevent dis-
ruption to the stability and har-
mony of this state.

“Do not spread inaccurate
or fake news and throw base-
less accusations and criticisms
against the Penang govern-
ment, especially without any
concrete evidence,” Ahmad Fuzi
said in his speech.

“l encourage all elected repre-
sentatives in Penang to consis-
tently prioritise the Penang2030
vision as the primary guiding
principle in the formulation and
implementation of every policy,
programme or service.

“Every elected representative
should regularly engage with the
community to introduce and elu-
cidate each state government
policy and programme, ensuring
clear understanding and convey-
ing the potential benefits to the
people,” he said.

Ahmad Fuzi also commended
the state’s excellent economic
achievements.

“We have seen significant
economic progress for Penang
under the leadership of Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow with
the support of the state ma-
chinery.

“In 2022, Penang’s economy
experienced remarkable growth,
surging by 13.1%, a substantial
increase compared to the previ-

leased by the Malaysian
Investment Develop-
ment Authority (Mida),
the manufacturing sec-
tor continues to drive
the state’s economic
growth, with a signifi-
?cant increase from

112.4% in 2021 to
15.9%in 2022.

“Penang also  recorded

RM13.7 billion in approved

manufacturing investments in
2022, involving 135 projects.
The investments are expected
to provide 15,752 new job op-
portunities,” he said.

He added that foreign direct
investment (FDI) accounted for
RMO.7 billion or 71% of Pen-
ang’s manufacturing invest-
ment inflows in 2022, while the
remaining RM4 billion or 29%
were domestic direct invest-
ments (DDI).

“This shows that Penang is
on the right economic trajectory
and has the potential to emerge
as an important economic pow-
er in the Asian region,” said Ah-
mad Fuzi.

He also congratulated the
state government for being
awarded the Clean Audit Cer-
tificate, as stated in the Auditor-
General’s Report 2022.

“This acknowledgment vali-
dates the state government’s
commitment to maintaining fi-
nancial integrity in its manage-
ment practices.

“l was informed that the
state government’s financial
performance remains robust,
with the consolidated fund’s
accumulated balance at the
end of the current year total-
ling RM1.859 billion, slightly
reduced from RM2.117 billion
at the close of 2021.

“Meanwhile, the state gov-
ernment’s public debt, which
consists of debt to the federal
government to finance devel
opment projects, showed a
balance of RM41.11 million
at the end of 2022 compared
to RM45.41 million (2021), a

Ahmad Fuzi (first row, seated
centre), Law (first row, fifth
from left), Chow (first row, fifth
from right) and state elected
representatives in a group
photo after the opening of the
State Legislative Assembly.

decrease of RM4.30 million
(9.5%).

“The Penang government has
managed to reduce its debt by
avoiding new loans from the fed-
eral government and by repaying
existing loans on time.

“I hope this track record can
be maintained to attract more
investors to the state,” he said.

On a separate matter, Ah-
mad Fuzi strongly condemned
the Israeli attacks on Gaza,
and Palestine, which resulted
in the deaths and injuries of
thousands of civilians including
children.

He also called on the interna-
tional community to urgently ex-
ert the utmost pressure on the
Israeli regime to immediately
cease its violations and aggres-
sion against the Palestinians.

Heeding the sentiments ex-
pressed by Ahmad Fuzi, the
Penang Legislative Assembly on
Nov 24 unanimously expressed
its full solidarity for the Pales-
tinian people, who have been
under constant violations and
aggression by the Israeli regime.

Speaker Datuk Law Choo Ki-
ang made the ruling under pro-
vision 34 (viii) of the Standing
Order after the assemblymen
unanimously voted for the mo-
tion without notice which was
tabled by Chow.

Financial integrity;.. voven e
excellence lauded

v

RM47.96 million increase
In development budget

*From pg 1

Meanwhile, the proposed
Penang development Budget
for 2024 is RM374,718,160
for nine state departments, an
increase of RM47.96 million
or 14.68% compared to 2023.

“The highest development
allocation is under Vot PO1, to-
talling RM197.76 million, cov-
ering projects such as Gurney
Bay (RM80 million), Sports
and Open Space Development
(RM15.3  million), Penang
Transport Master Plan (PTMP)
(RM21.23 million), Affordable
Housing Development (RM6
million), Special Economic
Projects (RM15.05 million),
and other development proj-
ects,” he said.

Chow said the funding for
the development expenditure
includes RM353.12 million
from state sources and an es-
timated RM21.60 million from
the federal government.

In comparison to the 2023
budget of RM326.76 million,
the 2024 Development Budget
reflects a noteworthy increase
of RM47.96 million, constitut-
ing a growth of 14.68%.

Chow emphasised that the
Penang government is ac-
tively engaged in fortifying the
state’s development and ac-
complishments across seven
priority areas slated for focus

in the next five years.

“These encompass em-
ployment opportunities, the
development of ecosystem
networks, connectivity en-
hancements in the transport
network, improvements in traf-
fic flow, strategies to tackle cli-
mate change issues, enhance-
ments in water supply, and
comprehensive community
development initiatives cater-
ing to youths, women, and the
elderly,” he said.

f OTHERMAIN ¢
ALLOCATIONS

B State Islamic Religious Affairs
Department (JHEAIPP)
- RM21..48 million

BTransport sponsorships and
subsidies such as CAT Bridge
and BEST Komtar - RM15
million

BDepartment of Agriculture
Penang to develop state
agriculture - RM6.93 million

BPenang Veterinary Services
Department to strengthen
livestock, food industry -
RM4.6 million

BAssistance, programmes for
rural development - RM3.1
million

B Disaster Humanitarian
Logistic Centre - RM2.5 million

MCentral Area Transit (CAT)
George Town bus funding -
RM1.6 million

HIncentives to taxi drivers and

school bus operators - RM1.2
million



State’s approach to
Islamic development

HE Penang government
Thas earmarked RM21.48
million for the develop-
mental initiatives of the Pen-
ang Islamic Religious Affairs
Department (JHEAIPP) in the
year 2024.
The allocation for 2023 was
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RM18,200,010.

Deputy Chief Minister | Da-
tuk Dr Mohamad Abdul Ha-
mid (pix) said the allocation
encompasses the construc-
tion, repair, and upgrading of
mosques, surau and religious
schools.

1. PUBLIC ACCOUNTS
COMMITTEE

Chairman - Muhammad Fauzi
Yusoff (PN-Sungai Dua)
Members

Teh Lai Heng (PH-Komtar)
Heng Lee Lee (PH-Berapit)
Wong Yuee Harng (PH-
Pengkalan Kota)

Tan Hooi Peng (PH-Seri
Delima)

Joshua Woo (PH-Pulau Tikus)
Goh Choon Aik (PH-Bukit
Tambun)

Lee Kai Loon (PH-Machang
Bubok)

Bukhori Ghazali (PN-Pinang
Tunggal)

Zulkefli Bakar (PN-Penanti).

2. COMMITTEE ON PRIVILEGES
Chairman - Datuk Law Choo
Kiang (State Assembly
Speaker)

Members

Teh Lai Heng (PH-Komtar)
Ong Ah Teong (PH-Batu
Lancang)

Wong Yuee Harng (PH-
Pengkalan Kota)

Chee Yeeh Keen (PH-Bagan
Jermal)

Gooi Hsiao-Leung (PH-Bukit
Tengah)

A. Kumaresan (PH-Batu Uban)
Datuk Seri Reezal Merican
Naina Merican (BN-Bertam)
Amir Hamzah Abdul Halim
(PN-Permatang Pasir)

Nor Zamri Latiff (PN-Sungai
Bakap)

Azmi Alang (PN-Telok Ayer
Tawar).

3. HOUSE COMMITTEE
Chairman - Datuk Law Choo
Kiang (State Assembly
Speaker)

Members

Teh Lai Heng (PH-Komtar)
Joseph Ng (PH-Air Iltam)
Heng Lee Lee (PH-Berapit)
Wong Yuee Harng (PH-
Pengkalan Kota)

A. Kumaresan (PH-Batu Uban)
Lee Boon Heng (PH-Kebun
Bunga)

Datuk Seri Reezal Merican
Naina Merican (BN-Bertam)
Mohd Yusni Mat Piah (PN-
Penaga)

Mohd Shukor Zakariah (PN-
Pulau Betong)

Muhamad Kasim (PN-Telok
Bahang).

4. STANDING ORDER
COMMITTEE

Chairman - Datuk Law Choo
Kiang (State Assembly
Speaker)

Members

Phee Syn Tze (PH-Sungai
Puyu)

Joseph Ng (PH-Air Iltam)

K. Kumaran (PH-Bagan
Dalam)

Chee Yeeh Keen (PH-Bagan
Jermal)

Lee Khai Loon (PH-Machang
Bubok)

Lee Boon Heng (PH-Kebun
Bunga)

Datuk Seri Reezal Merican
Naina Merican (BN-Bertam)
Mohd Sobri Saleh (PN-
Permatang Berangan)

Nor Zamri Latiff (PN-Sungai
Bakap)

Izhar Shah Datuk Arif Shah
(PN-Seberang Jaya).

5. CONSTITUITION COMMITTEE
Chairman - Chow Kon Yeow
(Chief Minister, PH-Padang
Kota)

Members

Ong Ah Teong (PH-Batu
Lancang)

Phee Syn Tze (PH-Sungai
Puyu)

Tan Hooi Peng (PH-Seri
Delima)

K.Kumaran (PH-Bagan Dalam)
Joshua Woo (PH-Pulau Tikus)
Goh Choon Aik (PH-Bukit
Tambun)

Gooi Hsiao-Leung (PH-Bukit
Tengah)

Muhammad Fauzi Yusoff (PN-
Sungai Dua)

Bukhori Ghazali (PN-Pinang
Tunggal)

Zulkefli Bakar (PN-Penanti).

“Funds have been allocated
for the implementation of four
new mosques, namely Mas-
jid Taman Sungai Dua Utama
in Sungai Dua, Butterworth;
Masjid Lama Sungai Kechil in
Nibong Tebal; Masjid Bandar
Putra Bertam in Kepala Batas;
and Masijid Bandar Cassia in
Batu Kawan.

“Additionally, there are two
extension projects - Masjid Pa-
pan Kampung Pertama and
Masjid Jamek Nurul Hidayah
Sungai Lokan.

“The Penang government
adheres to the principle of cost-
sharing for upgrading and new
mosque projects, funded jointly
according to a 60:30:10 ratio.

“Sixty per cent of the total
mosque construction cost is
financed by the federal govern-
ment, 30% by the state gov-
ernment, while the remaining
10% is covered through public
contributions or endowments,”
Mohamad, who is also the Is-

s

lamic Development, Education
and National Unity Committee
chairman, said in his winding-up
speech at the State Assembly
sitting on Nov 30.

He also stressed that the
Penang government remains
committed to ensuring that chil-
dren in Penang receive proper
religious education.

“I believe the Sekolah Agama
Rakyat (SAR) serve as a plat-
form for shaping culture and no-
ble character among students.

“Therefore, RM7.4 million
has been allocated for new
construction, upgrading and im-
provements of SAR in Penang.

“In 2024, three new schools
are set to be constructed,
namely SAR Nurul Falah Taman
Berjaya in Nibong Tebal, SAR
Madrasah An-Najah Kampung
Selamat and SAR Masjid Ban-
dar Baru Ayer Itam.

“This year, the Penang gov-
ernment has upgraded 16 SAR,
Kelas Al-Quran and Fardhu Ain

(KAFA) schools and Islamic
schools.

“This commitment will contin-
ue into 2024 with an approved
allocation of RM1 million,” he
said.

Mohamad said the JHEAIPP
is entrusted with the task of el-
evating and promoting Islamic
teachings, particularly to en-
sure the position of Islam as
the religion of the Federation is
safeguarded and preserved.

“Several objectives have
been outlined in the JHEAIPP
2021-2025  strategic  plan,
namely, to ensure the wide-
spread dissemination of Islam-
ic teachings to the community;
cultivate authoritative leader-
ship and produce management
personnel who are well-trained,
skilled, dedicated, and wise;
and develop a management
system based on Islamic val-
ues and ethics,” he said.

Penang highest average rice producer for six years

PENANG, though small in
size, takes pride in achieving
the highest average rice pro-
duction for six consecutive
years from 2018.

In his winding-up speech at
the State Assembly sitting re-
cently, state Agrotechnology,
Food Security and Coopera-
tive Development Committee
chairman Fahmi Zainol (pix)
said Penang’s rice cultivation
sector generated a noteworthy
revenue of RM190.8 million in
2022.

“Penang still maintains first
place in annual bulk production
despite a reduction in cultivated
area throughout the year,” Fah-
mi said in his winding-up speech
at the State Assembly recently.

He credited this success to
the state government’'s provi-
sions of incentives and assis-
tance to rice farmers.

“In 2023, an allocation of
RM500,000 was directed to
the Agriculture Department to
support rice farmers and an
additional RM440,000 was al-
located to the department to
combat the spread of ‘keladi
agas’ and weeds in padi fields,”

Fahmi said.

“In 2022, a one-off alloca-
tion of RM500 was provided to
5,262 rice farmers throughout
Penang, involving a total alloca-
tion of RM2.63 million.”

According to geospatial data
from the Penang State Town
and Country Planning Depart-
ment in 2022, the total area of
agricultural land in 2022 was
41,106 hectares.

The distribution in terms of
percentage by sector is as fol-

lows: padi fields: 12,690.8
hectares (30.87%), livestock
farming:  1,003.7 hectares

(2.44%), vegetables: 982.3
hectares (2.38%) and fruits:
2,754.2 hectares (6.70%).

Fahmi highlighted a 13.1%
increase in Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) in 2022, with the
agricultural sector contributing
1.8%, amounting to RM2.1 bil-
lion, compared to RM2 billion in
2021.

The fisheries subsector led
with a contribution of 39.6%,
followed by the crop subsector
at 31.7% and the livestock sub-
sector at 28.8%.

While talking about the
state’s achievements, Fahmi
noted that the government sur-
passed its goal of establishing
100 community gardens by
2030, reaching 110 agricultur-
al projects with 1,729 partici-
pants.

Fahmi assured ongoing gov-
ernment support for farmers,
ranchers and fishermen to en-
hance their income and quality
of life through comprehensive
policies aligned with tech-
nological advancements,
especially in the face of the
current global challenges of
ensuring food security.
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ENANG will con-
tinue to lead in
Science, Tech-

nology, Education and
Mathematics  (STEM)
learning as it has grown
to become a key com-
ponent in schools in the
state.

Towards this end,
the state’s top officials
have confirmed their

commitment to this
cause.

Deputy Chief
Minister Il Jag-
deep Singh Deo,
when delivering his
winding-up speech ||
at the
Legislative )
sembly sitting Iast
Nov 29, said since 2018,
180,000 students

State © ¢ ASS

with

more than 2,000 teachers
have been trained under the
“Coding for All” programme.
The programme, a col-
laborative effort between
& the Penang government and
the Penang Science Cluster
’(PSC) was aimed at equip-
1 ping teachers and students
coding skKills.
“Almost all the students in govern-

and ment and private schools in Penang

Penang leads in STEM education

were exposed to this learning, and we
will continue to do so for a brighter fu-
ture for all of them and Penang,” Jag-
deep (pix) said.

Meanwhile, he also stated that 123
schools in Penang were equipped with
MakerLabs, with 101 schools funded
by the Penang government.

In a related development, it is learnt
that Tech Dome Penang has conduct-
ed 2,550 STEM-related workshops for
435,000 students.

THE Penang government is contemplating
the establishment of a special task force
to address the issue of homelessness in
the state.

State Social Development, Welfare and
Non-slamic Religious Affairs Committee
chairman Lim Siew Khim (pix) said the
proposed task force would collaborate
with the state Social Welfare Department
and local councils.

“Although the state government has
built the ‘Pusat Transit Gelandangan’ in
Jalan C.Y. Choy for the homeless, | must
admit that the issue is far from over.

“Nevertheless, | believe with the joint
efforts of various parties, the Penang
government will be able to deal with this
matter more effectively with the establish-
ment of this special task force,” Lim (PH-
Sungai Pinang) told the State Legjslative
Assembly during her winding-up speech
last Nov 23.

Lim added that the Penang govern-
ment, through the Social Welfare Depart-

Task force to tackle homeless issue

ment and Social Security
Organisation (Perkeso), has
been working closely to pro-
vide suitable employment op-
portunities for the homeless.
“We also provide counsel-
ling and moral support to
empower them to strive for
positive life changes and be
a productive working force,”
she said.
In a related development, *
Lim announced plans for the
construction of new activity centres for
older persons (Pusat Aktiviti Warga Emas
or PAWE) in the Northeast district soon.
“As of now, we have a total of six PAWE
centres in the state.
“The state government is also commit-
ted to working with the federal government
to empower PAWE centres in Penang.

“It is important to ensure
that PAWE centres are more
accessible and filled with vari-
\ | ous impactful programmes,
. I8 creating a conducive environ-

I\ ment for the elderly,” said Lim.

On another matter, Lim also
announced the Penang gov-
' ernment, through the Penang
. Women’s Development Cor-
poration (PWDC), will organise
more awareness programmes
to combat domestic violence in
the state.

“PWDC also plans to hold Training of
Trainers (ToT) sessions to equip commu-
nity members with the skills necessary
to deal effectively with domestic violence
cases.

“As part of this initiative, the state gov-
ernment also plans to provide a shelter to

i m

Hadiah:

Pertama: RM700
Kedua: RM500
Ketiga: RM300

Mac 2024

help victims of domestic violence,” said
Lim.

In a related development, Lim also
announced that an elderly care centre
under the Social Welfare Department will
be opened in Nibong Tebal in 2024.

“The centre can accommodate up to
120 senior citizens."

Making Penang livable

THE Penang government is committed
to fostering a livable environment for its
residents, state Housing and Environ-
ment Committee chairman Datuk Seri

Sundarajoo Somu (PH-Perai) said.
Sundarajoo (pix) highlighted the
state’s longstanding commitment to
addressing affordable housing issues
dating back to

1. Berumur 13 tahun dan ke atas.

2. Bebas menggunakan sebarang jenis bahan mewarna.

3. Saiz kertas lukisan adalah A3 (29.7 cm x 24 cm).

4. Lukisan grafik dan adaptasi menggunakan komputer adalah tidak dibenarkan.
5. Lukisan dan idea adalah hasil ciptaan sendiri.

6. Karya perlu bertemakan 'Kebanggaan Rakyat Pulau Pinang'. Diwajibkan untuk sertakan
logo Penang2030 dan Buletin Mutiara dalam karya.

7. Borang butiran peribadi peserta perlu ditampal di bahagian belakang karya.
8. Penyertaan ahli keluarga terdekat barisan penganjur adalah tidak sah.

9. Hasil karya adalah hak milik penganijur.
10. Sebarang pertanyaan, sila hubungi 04-6505704 / 04-6505256.
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Pertandingan Melukis Poster - 1/2024,
Tingkat 47, Komtar, 10503 Pulau Pinang.
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2008.

“From
2008 until
November this
year, a total of
RM350.9 mil-
lion has been
allocated for
the  mainte-
nance works
involving
36,172 hous-
ing schemes.
have also allocated
RM243,113,635 for 25,346 projects
through the Public Housing Mainte-
nance Fund, and RM69,648,517 for
742 projects under the Penang Maxi-
mum 80% Housing Maintenance Fund.

“Besides that, the Penang Island
City Council (MBPP) has received
RM32,033,277 for housing projects
under its purview while housing projects
under the Seberang Perai City Council
(MBSP) received RM6,163,183,” said
Sundarajoo, a firstterm assemblyman,
in his winding-up speech during the
State Legislative Assembly sessionon
Nov 23 .

On the issue of certain quarters rent-
ing units to foreign workers or third par-
ties, Sundarajoo said the state was con-
sidering imposing restrictions.

“We



TIE fate of Penang’s under-
sea tunnel project hinges
on the soon to-be-finalised
comprehensive master plan for
the North Butterworth Contain-
er Terminal (NBCT) by Penang
Port Commission (PPC).

Zairil Khir Johari, chairman of
the state Infrastructure, Trans-
portation, and Digjtal Economy
Committee, said the preserva-
tion of the ship navigation area
in the port’s northern waters is
paramount for smooth vessel
movement.

“Before delving into the tun-
nel project, we must factor in
the alignment and this will be
contingent on the PPC's NBCT
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Undersea tunnel project
awaits port master plan

expansion master
plan,” Zairil (pix) said

during his winding-up STATE

address at the State
Legislative Assembly
last Nov 23.

The project, along
with  three major‘
road construc- J
tions amounting to
RM6.34 billion, includes the
Tanjung Bungah-Teluk Bahang,
Tun Dr Lim Chong Eu Express-
way-Bandar Baru Air Itam, and
Pangkor Road-Tun Dr Lim Chong
Eu Expressway.

Alternatively, Zairil expressed
optimism about Penang’s tra-
jectory towards becoming an in-
ternational smart city by 2030.

He commended the state’s
commitment to infrastructure
development, highlighting initia-
tives such as the Creative Digj-
tal District project, ESG Incu-

bation Hub, SME100
Digital Champion and
Founder's Grit Seed
Programme.

Zairil noted that
these efforts, spear-
headed by Digital Pen-
,ang, aim to attract
\ more investors to
state.

xxxxxx

the
Collaborating with the Malay-
sian Business Angel Network

(MBAN), Digital Penang facili-
tates the growth and establish-
ment of start-ups in Penang.

MBAN has established
branches in the state to assist
start-up companies in securing
their initial capital.

To enhance service delivery,
the state launched the Digi-
tal Integrated Service Centre
(DISC) across its 40 constitu-
encies.

Zairil reported that 17 con-

stituencies have already em-
braced this system, aligning
with  technological advance-
ments.

Addressing perennial traffic
congestion, Zairil emphasised
ongoing discussions with vari-
ous authorities to develop infra-
structure projects as part of the
state’s long-term planning.

He specifically highlighted
the importance of addressing
traffic issues for motorists trav-
elling from Juru to Sungai Dua.

Providing an update on the
Penang South Island (PSI) proj-
ect, Zairil assured that progress
is under way.

Dismissing claims that the
project would adversely impact
the marine environment, he
cited the approval of the Envi-
ronmental Impact Assessment
(EIA) report by the Department
of Environment (DOE) after con-

sidering public feedback and
relevant authorities’ approval.

In a notable achievement,
Zairil announced a 169% in-
crease in mobile broadband
penetration rates in Penang,
attributing it to the state’s con-
certed efforts in advancing digi-
tal connectivity.

State rep debunks misconceptions about PSI

AN elected representative
has moved to quash negative
claims about land reclamation
in Penang, especially the Pen-
ang South Island (PSI) project.

Joshua Woo Sze Zeng (PH-
Pulau Tikus) said land reclama-
tion is not a foreign concept in
Penang.

“Many essential infrastruc-
ture, landmarks, public parks
and residential areas in Penang
today are built on reclaimed
land.

“The Tun Dr Lim Chong Eu
Expressway, constructed on re-
claimed land along Penang’s
east coast since 1999, ca-
ters to a daily traffic volume of
50,000 to 65,000 road users,
encompassing both supporters
and opponents of reclamation
development in Penang.

“Reclamation along the east
coast in central Penang has
created Karpal Singh Drive and
Bandar Sri Pinang.

“Low-cost and medium-cost
housing such as Pinang Court
1 and 2, Desa Pinang 1 and
2 have been developed on
reclaimed land to provide af-
fordable units for over 2,000
families. Without reclamation,
these 2,000 families would be
without homes.

“The beautiful  AlBukhary

Mosque,  inaugu-
rated by the Yang
di-Pertuan Agong in
2019, is also built
on reclaimed land,”
Woo (pix) said on
Nov 20 when de-
bating the motion
of thanks on the
address by Yang di-
Pertua Negeri Tun
Ahmad Fuzi Abdul
Razak during the
State  Legislative
Assembly session.

“The 2019 special

report
by the United Nations Intergov-

ernmental Panel on Climate
Change (UN IPCC) emphasised
that land reclamation is an ad-
vanced strategy for addressing
rising sea levels, taking into ac-
count factors such as land scar-
city, population pressure and
disasters.

“The report also mentioned
that land reclamation is a ma-
ture and effective technology
that can provide predictable
safety levels.

“Reclamation projects in the
Maldives were cited as exam-
ples of climate adaptation-based
landfill projects,” Woo said.

Woo added projects like the
Penang Silicon Island are exam-
ples of sustainable infrastruc-

ture construction.

“The Silicon Is-
land project goes
beyond creating
new land for In-
dustry 4.0 devel
opment; it places
a significant em-
phasis on social
development,
particularly within
fishing communi-
ties.

“Simultane-
ously, it upholds a commit-
ment to preserving the en-
vironment and marine life
through implementation of
the Social Impact Manage-
ment Plan (SIMP) and the PSI
Ecology Offset Master Plan.

Woo said there were mis-
conceptions about the PSI or Sil-
icon Island reclamation project,
claiming it negatively affects the
state’s food safety.

“Based on satellite images
taken over 200 days and clear-
ance from the Malaysian Space
Agency (MySA), the PSI reclama-
tion area is not a focal point for
fishing activities. In fact, fisher-
men are more active outside the
PSl area.

“Moreover, there’s an as-
sumption that reclamation work
in Penang has negatively impact

ed fish catches and food safety.

“In reality, data from the Fish-
eries Department shows no con-
sistent decline in fish catches
from 2014 to 2020.

“In 2020, fish catches were
24% higher than in 2014, de-
spite the execution of five rec-
lamation projects (Gurney Bay,
Seri Tanjung Pinang 2, The
Light Waterfront, the Espla-
nade, and Queens Waterfront)
during that period.

“Therefore, claims that rec-
lamation in Penang has a detri-
mental effect on fisheries out
put are unfounded,” he said.

Woo highlighted the execu-
tion of the Social Impact Plan
(SIMP) to empower local fishing
communities through a range of
initiatives in the wake of the PSI
implementation.

“Moreover, a petition signed
by 435 fishermen urged the
state to proceed with the PSI
project after the initial approval
for the Environmental Impact As-
sessment (EIA) was cancelled.

“During the public display of
the Environmental Impact As-
sessment from May 20, 2022,
to June 18, 2022, the Depart-
ment of Environment (DoE) re-
ceived overwhelmingly positive
feedback, with 93% expressing
support for PSI."

Call for higher
development
allocation

WE need a higher develop-
ment allocation to further de-
velop Penang.

Goh Choon Aik (PH-Bukit Tam-
bun) said Putrajaya needed to
provide a higher allocation for
Penang to upgrade and imple-
ment crucial infrastructure proj-
ects to ease traffic congestion,
among others.

He highlighted several crucial
projects that needed attention
from the federal government,
which include upgrading the
North-South Expressway from
Jawi to Sungai Dua; opening a
new exit at the Sungai Bakap
Bypass; upgrading Jalan Perse-
kutuan (FTO1) from Persimpan-
gan Jawi to the Valdor Road
Transport  Department and
upgrading Jalan Persekutuan
(FTO1) from Permatang Tinggi to
Sungai Juru, among others.

“I fully support the address
by Penang Yang di-Pertua Neg-
eri Tun Ahmad Fuzi Abdul Razak
who urged the federal govern-
ment to consider a higher de-
velopment allocation for Penang
from the current RM21.60 mil-
lion,” he said when debating
the motion of thanks on the ad-
dress by the Yang di-Pertua Neg-
eri during the State Legislative
Assembly session on Nov 20.

Goh lauded Penang’s
achievements, stressing that
in 2022, Penang’s economy
experienced remarkable growth,
surging by 13.1%.

“The recorded gross domes-
tic product (GDP) value reached
RM112.1 billion.

“Penang also  recorded
RM13.7 billion in approved
manufacturing investment in
2022 and the investments are
expected to provide 15,752
new job opportunities.”
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ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ‘ NAMA

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

ST; 04-2260218
F) 04 - 226 0218

JANUARY 1-— 15, 2024

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Dr. Mohamad Abdul Hamid
mohdhamid@penang.gov.my

ET 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

No Tel/ No Faks

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 -261 8715

N.01 PENAGA _ PENANG CARE SOCIETY %Hoﬂine
YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah (M) T) 821 = 63% 9;%’:
N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL

. C DAP PENANG HQ T) 04 - 228 8482
YB Bukhori Ghazali M dappenang@dapmalaysia.org }F) 04 - 228 8514
N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-397 0115
YB Mohd Sobri Salleh m

N.15 PADANG LALANG

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
YB Muhammad Fauzi Yusoff

M

N.0é TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Azmi Alang

M

YB H'ng Mooi Lye
ni19dunjawi@gmail.com

YB Gooi Zi Sen (T) 04 - 530 3028
izisen nan v.m

N.16 PERAI

YB Dato’ Seri Sundarajoo A/L Somu (T) 04 - 397 3600

nlé.kadunperai@gmail.com

N.19 JAWI

T) 04 - 594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Izhar Shah Arif Shah

(M

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Rashidi Bin Zinol

n21sgachehpk@gmail.com

ET% 04 - 593 2408
F

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Amir Hamzah Abdul Hashim

M

N.12 PENANTI
YB Zulkefli Bakar

U

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

tanjongbunga@bukitbendera.org

T) 04 - 818 3866
F) 04 - 262 5952

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Nor Zamri Latiff

U]

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim

limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Mohamad Shukor Zakariah

M

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Wong Hon Wai
wonghonwail973@gmail.com

EB 04 - 826 1898

N.40 TELOK BAHANG
YB Muhamad Kasim

M

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Fahmi Zainol
fahmizainol@penang.gov.my

EB 04 - 293 7545

N.02 BERTAM

YB Datuk Seri Reezal Merican Naina
Merican
dsrmpusatkhidmat@gmail.com

04 -293 7546
7

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU
YB Phee Syn Tze
n07sungaipuyu@gmail.com

m 012 - 428 5594
F

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Chee Yeeh Keen

cheeyeehkeen@gmail.com

SB 018-388 6317

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Kumaran Krishnan @ Calvin
bagandalamn09@gmail.com

T) 04 - 313 1002
i

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee
berapit@dappg.org

ST% 017 - 813 3509
F) 04 - 540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon
kllee78@gmail.com

ST} 013 -399 0519
F) 04 - 551 1442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsico-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

ST% 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

T) 04 - 502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng
dapairputih@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Lee Boon Heng
leeboonheng24@gmail.com

(T) 011 - 2773 6684

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Woo Sze Zeng

joshuawoosz@gmail.com

(H) 016 - 417 2548

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Wong Yuee Harng

pengkalankota@dappg.org

ET% 04 - 299 2574
F

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtar@dappg.org

T) 016 - 270 6808
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
ongahteong@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Tan Hooi Peng

n32seridelima@gmail.com

S,T:; 04 - 659 5611

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airitamdap@gmail.com

T) 016 - 421 9143
F) 04 -829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam

kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Dato’ Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN NEGERI 04-262 1957
PBA (PUSAT PANGGILAN 24 JAM)  04-255 8255
KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women’s Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF
SOCSO

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ 04-656 4131
04-398 8809

JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA 04-261 0058
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
FERI (GEORGETOWN) 04-210 2363

( BUTTERWORTH) 04-310 2377
JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTH04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN  04-829 4046

KANAK-KANAK

D'HOME CARELINE 04-291 0111

CAP 04-829 9511

BEFRIENDERS PENANG 04-291 0100
011-5670 6261

PERPUSTAKAAN PP 04-229 8555

ﬁ penanglawancovid19
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SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MBSP 2023
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MBSP 04- 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
A Y ff 016 - 461 6390
nuarusse 1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut Penyelia 013 - 449 0366
Bahagian
Benson Neoh Kah Wei 012 - 402 0923 Kewarganegaraan
Bermard Cheen Goon 012 402 0923 2. K. Velan Barat Daya 018 -394 4537
Hooi
3. Joseph Tan Seberang Perai ) . 011 - 5628 5600
_ Utara Pejabat Bahagian
Chong Wei Hoong 012 - 484 9693 Kewarganegaraan Pulau Pinang,
o ] Tingkat 46, KOMTAR
4. K. Dasirani Seberang Perai 012 -412 2375
Datuk Mohd Noor 019-473 1172 Tengah 04 - 650 5105

Ahmad

Dato’ Omar Haiji Abdul
Hamid

019 - 577 0800

5. M. Nakulan

Seberang Perai
Selatan

010 -462 0073

Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.

Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 - 261 2460 Nota:
Lim Chee Chien 012 - 521 9894 SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS
MBPP 2023

Linggeswaran a/l 013 -419 9071 Nama Telefon
Charmar

MBPP 04 - 259 2020
Muhammad Fadzli 011-1109 6646 Abdul Latif Mohamad 012 -248 5016
Roslan

Alan Lim Wei Lun 017 - 343 3995
Muhammad Fitri Termizi 011-31127702 Bakar Noordin 012 - 495 6347

Benji Ang Ming Quan 012 - 423 3227
Ng Wai Leong 016 - 4155494

Chan Soon Aun 012 - 485 0728
Ng Yee Siang 010 - 562 2698 Choong You Ray 012-456 1133

Datuk Haji Abdul Razak Abdul 012 - 464 6277
Ngoh Cheng Hai 017 - 979 0933 Rahman

David Chen Wooi Teong 012-4921114
Norly Masitah 013 - 582 2503 Hari Krishnan a/I Ramakrishnan 010 - 505 5571
Mohamed Noor

Koay Gaik Kee 016 - 447 5088
N hani -
Mohaama | 019 -477 3784 Lee Seng Hwai 016 - 440 6798

Mohd Faruk Abdul Rahman 012 -552 1820
Nurhidayah Che Rose 010 - 388 7977

Mohd Hafiz Abd. Aziz 019 - 480 6273
Nur Aishah Zainol 019 - 407 6197 N

Mohd Roshidi Roslan 019 - 555 6607

. Mohd Suhairi Arumugam 016 - 521 3369

Ong Jing Cheng 012-758 3779 Abdullah

Ooi Mei Mei 011-1443 8734
Ooi Yong Wooi 016 -421 1196 .

Quah Boon Lim 017 - 462 2431
Ponnudurai a/l 012- 4233578 NEUWETEIf A CTE o7 = Slleees
V Anthony Srinvasagam

Saiful Azwan Abd. Malik 016 - 465 2787
Predeeb Kumar a/I 016 - 498 5421 : ; _
KeliEIoRs Shafiz Rahim Raja 012 - 426 8926

Tan Chiew Choon 019 - 470 4499
Teh Chuann Yien 010 - 441 7749

Tan Soo Siang 012 - 475 2453

Theng Jie Wey 016-4187108
Zainuddin Mohamed 012 - 479 4200

Vickneson a/l Rajendran 016 - 489 6162
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direct flights

HE state government is
Tworking towards estab-

lishing direct flights for
the Penang-Chennai route,
says state Tourism and Cre-
ative Economy Committee
chairman Wong Hon Wai.

Wong (PH-Paya Terubong)
made this announcement dur-
ing his winding-up speech at the
State Legislative Assembly sit-
ting on Nov 22.

He was responding to a que-
ry posed by A. Kumaresan (PH-
Batu Uban) who highlighted the
substantial impact on Penang’s
economy if these direct flights
becomes a reality.

“If there are direct flights,
whether from the airlines in Ma-
laysia or the airlines in India, we
can see an increase in the num-
ber of tourists from India.

“Recently, | met the High

Commissioner of India to Ma-
laysia in Kuala Lumpur to seek
assistance in this matter.

“The state government will
keep making efforts to es-
tablish direct flights to India,”
Wong (pix) said in his winding-up
speech at the State Legislative
Assembly on Nov 29

He added that a delegation
from the state government,
through the Penang Conven-
tion & Exhibition Bureau (PCEB),
would be visiting India soon to
attract more business conven-
tions to Penang.

Besides that, Wong also said
Penang saw a rise in the influx
of international tourists through
cruise arrivals at the Swetten-
ham Pier in 2023.

“In 2022, the pier welcomed
439,012 international tourists,
and from January to October

2023, there
were 456,
611 inter-
national
tourists.

“And | believe this will in-
crease further towards the end
of the year,” he added.

Earlier, in response to Heng
Lee Lee’s (PH-Berapit) inquiry
regarding tourist arrivals in Pen-
ang, Wong provided a written
reply indicating a substantial
increase of 138.37% in the first
half of 2023 compared to the
corresponding period in 2022.

He said the number of indi-
viduals entering Penang via the
airport saw a remarkable surge,
doubling from 705,670 in the
first half of 2022 to 1,682,094
in the same period in 2023.

Meanwhile, to further boost
eco-tourism, Wong said the

Penang Forestry Department is
also making efforts to upgrade
eco-parks in the state. He said
the initiative aims not only to
boost the local economy but
also to create new attractions
within the eco-parks.

“For instance, the Floating
Jetty at Air Hitam Dalam Edu-
cational Forest in the north Se-
berang Perai district was open
to the public for Sungai Perai
River Cruising activity in 2022."

Penang Smart Parking wins Public Sector Innovations Awards 2023

THE Local Government Unit, in
collaboration with the Penang
Island City Council (MBPP) and
the Seberang Perai City Council
(MBSP), recently won the Infra-
structure Track category of the
2023 Public Sector Innovation
Awards (AInSA).

Sharing the good news was
state Local Government, Town
and Country Planning Com-
mittee chairman Jason H'ng
Mooi Lye (pix) in his winding-up
speech at the State Legjslative
Assembly sitting on Nov 22.

The award ceremony was
held to recognise the creation
of innovative-driven products
by various public sector agen-
cies which contribute heavily

to speeding up the
delivery of public
services.

“This is a big win
for Penang, and
has injected more
confidence among
the civil servants
to continue with ef-
forts to deliver the
best for the people
of Penang.

“I would like to thank the
Local Government Unit and
both the local councils for this
achievement, and it is hoped
that other agencies here will
draw inspiration from this vic-
tory to enhance their respective
areas of service delivery,” H'ng

(PH-Jawi) said in his
speech.

Responding to a
question about the
ongoing traffic con-
gestion issues in the
state, H'ng highlight-
ed several existing
measures, including
infrastructure up-
grades such as road
widening  projects,
construction of new lanes, and
the implementation of addition-
al multi-storey car parks.

Addressing the issue of the
vape business, H'ng shared da-
ta from MBPP indicating that no
licences were issued for such
operations in the state.

“If at all such operators exist,
they must be doing it illegally. |
wish to stress here that if any
representatives in the House
encounter such activities, they
should report it to the Local
Government Unit for further ac-
tion,” he added.

In response to a question by
Goh Choon Aik (PH-Bukit Tam-
bun) on the status of the con-
struction works of a new bas-
ketball court at Taman Gamelan
Indah, H'ng said a contractor
has been appointed and work
started last Nov 9.

“The project is expected to be
completed on March 27 at an
estimated cost of RM528,975,”
he added.

Comprehensive
rural development
plan coming up

TEN key focus areas have been
outlined to bolster rural develop-
ment in Penang.

State Trade, Entrepreneurial
Development and Rural Devel-
opment Committee chairman
Rashidi Zinol (BN-Sungai Acheh)
revealed the comprehensive
plan which is aimed at uplifting
rural communities in Penang.

The 10 key focus areas are
Infrastructure Enhancement;
Business Centre Development;
Education and Skill Training;
Agriculture and  Agribusiness
Development; Community Wel-
fare Programmes; Ecotourism
Development; Privatisation Pro-
grammes; Environmental Con-
servation; Research and Devel-
opment; and Improved Access
to Basic Services.

“The comprehensive plan
reflects a commitment to holis-
tic development, fostering eco-
nomic
growth,
preserv-
ing the
environ-
ment,
and im-
proving
the over-
all  well
being
of rural
commu-
nities in Penang,” Rashidi (pix)
said in his winding-up speech
during the Penang Legislative
Assembly recently.

Rashidi highlighted the com-
mitment to improving accessibil-
ity through the construction or
upgrading of roads, bridges, and
public transport; establishing
business centres in rural areas
to boost employment opportu-
nities; and supporting modern
farming practices by providing
the latest agricultural technol-
ogy, among others.

A SERIES of youth
roadshows will be
launched soon to
empower the young-
er generation in the
state.

Penang  Youth,
Sports and Health
Committee chair-

man Daniel Gooi Zi
Sen (pix) said the
main objective is to
ensure all levels of society, par-
ticularly the youth, participate in
the state’s socio-economic de-
velopment.

“The  roadshow
concept will be
implemented on a
micro-scale, reach-
ing rural areas such
as the villages to
engage closely with
the local youth. This
approach is impor-
tant for establishing
a more meaningful
connection.

“We want to have a better
understanding of various is-
sues and problems faced by
the youth nowadays, especially

Roadshows

those from the rural areas and
provide the best guidance and
solutions for them.

“The proposed concept of
this roadshow series will feature
various beneficial programmes
and exhibitions by state and
federal government agencies,”
Gooi (PH-Padang Lalang) told
the State Legislative Assembly
during his winding-up speech
last Nov 29.

On a separate matter, Gooi
disclosed that the Penang gov-

to empower youth

ernment has approved RM3
million to the Penang contingent
in preparation for the Sukma
(Malaysia Games) in Sarawak in
2024.

“This funding encompasses
equipment for the competition
and various expenses, including
accommodation and transporta-
tion for the state contingent dur-
ing Sukma,” he said.

Gooi added that the target
of the state contingent for the
2024 Sukma is to win a total of

40 gold medals from 37 types
of sports that are contested.

“The Penang State Sports
Council (MSNPP) is making the
necessary preparations for ath-
letes who will be taking part in
this Sukma,” he said.

Gooi also announced that the
upgrading of Sony Recreational
Sports Complex in Seberang Ja-
ya is expected to be completed
in December 2024.

The complex is set to open to
the public in early 2025.
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HE Granite Luxury Hotel rolled

Tthe dice on a festive season

/ like no other, turning its Christ-

24 mas lighting ceremony into a Mo-
nopoly-themed extravaganza.

Blending tradition and festivity,
the hotel not only illuminated its
Christmas tree but also lit up the
hearts of George Town residents
with a month-long weekend bazaar
in the hotel’s back lane.

The Penang Monopoly edition,
the first Malaysian city edition, is
available at a significant discount
during the bazaar. This festive mar-
ket is also the ideal spot to discover
holiday gifts and treats.

M Summit Group, the hotel's
builder and operator, invested over
RM1 million to adopt and refurbish
the 135m back lane connecting

Magazine Road with Gurdwara Road
Lgnder the Penang Island City Coun-
we Cil's 15-year adoption programme.
Y “For this Christmas Season, San-

HUNDREDS of attendees showed
their incredible support for a cause
that goes beyond words at the Wes-
ley Methodist School Penang (Inter-
national) on Dec 9.

The school hosted a Christmas
concert called “Harmony of Hope”,
a fundraising initiative to raise funds
for Hospice Penang.

Through ticket sales and do-
nations from various channels,
the school successfully raised
RM61,000!

However, the evening extend-
ed beyond community service,
featuring heartwarming musical

performances by the school’s in-
house talents.

The school’s orchestra
called the Wesley Meth-
odist School Penang
(WMSP) orchestra,
displayed a series of
heartwarming and
captivating  per-

o N

The Monopoly touch for Christmas proved to be a hit with locals and tourists.

ta came early to the hotel,” M Sum-
mit Group managing director Datuk
Albert Moh said.

“We are so happy to receive two
presents from him. The first good
news is that we have earned a spot
in Penang Monopoly.

“The second being the hotel’s tri-
umphant win of three World Luxury
Hotel Awards in Athens. The awards,
secured in Best Luxury Concept Ho-
tel, Best Luxury Design Hotel, and
Best Luxury New Hotel categories,
were a result of public votes, a vic-
tory made possible by the collec-
tive effort of the hotel’s dedicated

RM61,000 boost for Hospice

formances that kept the audience
glued to their seats.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
as the guest of honour, said while
the event was charity-driven, it was
also a time to celebrate the cul-
mination of hard work, dedication
and artistic brilliance of the Wesley
community.

“Methodist education has a long
history of more than 100 years in
Penang, and your mission has re-
mained the same throughout the
years, which is to provide education
with excellence and compassion
through holistic development.

“Started in 2018, the Wesley
Methodist School Penang (Interna-
tional) has grown beyond conven-
tional classroom experience to offer
a holistic education that nurtures
not just academic excellence but al-
so values such as empathy, leader-
ship and a deep sense of purpose,”
Chow said in his speech before of-

staff, supportive family, and loyal
patrons,” Albert said on Dec 5.

He added as a home-grown hotel,
The Granite Luxury Hotel shares the
same good old-fashioned family val-
ues which are embodied and associ-
ated with Monopoly.

“When | was a kid, | recalled en-
joying so many hours of fun playing
this game with my siblings.

"Thus, this Monopoly-themed cel-
ebration is our tribute to wholesome
fun and timeless traditions, as well
as our commitment to offering ex-
periences that are both unique and
memorable,” Albert said.

)

Chow (front row, in green) posing with WMSP’s senior members and
students who made the event a success.

ficiating the concert.

He also commended the school
for going a step further in their com-
mitment to Christian values of giving
back to society, referring to the dona-
tions and proceeds from this event
to Charis Hospice.

Meanwhile, the school’s senior
principal Lau Chong Beng, said the
concert was a great platform for

In his speech, Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow said the special Christmas
lighting ceremony at The Granite
Luxury Hotel symbolises Penang's
vibrant culture and community spirit.

“l am delighted to see the trans-
formation that The Granite Luxury
Hotel has undertaken to create this
Monopoly-themed celebration.

“As a child, | also played Monop-
oly but | did not end up being a real
estate developer.But instead, be-
ing someone who makes policies
involving real estate development
in the government and in the local
councils."

the students to showcase their
talents.

“We are all gifted in different
ways, and tonight, as we are
all gathered here to cel- .
ebrate the success of &
raising this fund, we are
also here to recognise and com-
memorate the talents these kids are
blessed with,” Lau said. s\
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FTER gaining multiple entries
Ain the Malaysia Book of Re-

cords, Penang cartoonist Mohd
Azmi Mohd Hussin is now aiming to
make a mark globally.

Mohd Azmi, 39, is now aiming to cre-
ate art that reaches a level of recog-
nition like Doraemon and other similar
characters.

“I hope that my character ‘Joe G’ can
connect with readers, have a lasting
presence and be easily identifiable and
loved,” the artist from Bagan told Buletin
Mutiara on Oct 27.

Mohd Azmi, who has been in the
art industry for more than 10 years,
is also skilled in creating caricatures

and murals.

Over the years, he has garnered three
Malaysia Book of Records (MBR), namely
for The Most Number of Live Caricatures
in 24 Hours (2017), for The Longest Cof-
fee Painting in Malaysia (2019), and for
The Longest Single Comic Strip produced
in Malaysia (2021).

The Most Number of Live Caricatures
in 24 hours and The Longest Coffee
Painting also made their way into the
Asia Book of Records.

Mohd Azmi said his next target would
be to achieve a world record.

“One of my dreams is to achieve a
world record and | hope that it will be next
year when | reach 40.

“With that, it will mean that | have one
world record, two Asia records and three
national records,” he added.
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Pertandingan video pendek
Tema: Kebanggaan Rakyat Pulau Pinang

MENANG dengan 3 langkah mudah

o@: %ofd' e#

Ambil video mengikut
tema yang diberikan.

Hadiah Utama

'Like' dan 'follow' laman Facebook,
TikTok dan Instagram rasmi
Buletin Mutiara.

Setiap karya mestilah
mempunyai tanda pagar
#BuletinMutiara
#penang20230 dan
#LovePENANG.

Terma & Syarat Peraduan:

1. Warganegara Malaysia berumur 18 tahun dan ke atas.

2. Video pendek harus berdurasi sekurang-kurangnya satu minit
mengikut tema yang diberikan.

Local cartoonist aims
for world record
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Mohd Azmi and his wife Marjanah proudly showing the content of his colouring book

‘Warna-Warni George Town’.

Elaborating on his dreams, Mohd Azmi
said he aimed to set up a permanent
gallery in George Town to showcase his
masterpieces and to grow the art indus-
try in Penang.

“George Town is known for its art,
besides its food scene. Hence, it is my
dream to have a permanent gallery in
George Town. Currently, | have a studio
in Bandar Baru Air Itam,” he said.

Mohd Azmi said he decided to diversify
his interests and was working on his new
passion — producing colouring books.

“I am diversifying my interests after
successfully producing five comic books.

“My first colouring book, titled ‘War-
na-Warni George Town’, was produced
this year. It features iconic buildings of
our beloved George Town.

“l look forward to producing my sec-
ond colouring book under the ‘Warna-
Warni’ series in 2024. | am considering
the Penang Ferry as the possible sub-
ject for my second colouring book in the
‘Warna-Warni’ series.

AZIMI HUSSIN

“Colouring is a therapeutic activ-
ity that transcends age boundaries. My
74-year-old mother is also taking up co-
louring.

“It can be a highly effective way to re-
lax and de-stress. One common miscon-
ception about colouring is that it is ex-
clusively for children,” Mohd Azmi said.

He added that 2024 would be excit-
ing for him.

“Tentatively, | will be having my first
solo exhibition at the Hin Bus Depot
from Aug 31 to Sept 16, and it will be
curated by Ilvan Gabriel.”

Mohd Azmi and his wife Marjanah
Shammoon Rali are blessed with two
sons, aged 15 and 13; and a daughter
aged nine.

“All our children are interested in art,
and | let them grow their passion at their
own pace,” he said.

To learn more about Mohd Azmi and
his works, visit his official Facebook
page at https://www.facebook.com/
MeSketch

Karya adalah asli tanpa menciplak mana-mana hasil kerja. Karya

"11,000 &=3
y {el) 3.
dihantar menjadi hak milik pihak penganjur.
Hadiah sagu Hati 4. Tarikh tutup penyertaan adalah 31 Mac 2024.
5,

. Penyertaan digalakkan meletakkan tetapan di akaun media sosial
N

sebagai ‘public' atau menghantar karya melalui ‘direct message’ ke
X 2 pemenang

1

akaun rasmi Facebook atau Instagram Buletin Mutiara.
6. Keputusan panel juri adalah muktamad.

7. Kos penghantaran untuk hadiah pemenang perlu ditanggung oleh
pemenang.
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