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FTER 54 years of excel-
lent service to Penang,
hief Minister Chow Kon

Yeow hopes the Penang Devel
opment Corporation (PDC) will
strive for greater heights.

“I must emphasise that in ev-
ery success there will be chal-
lenges ahead. PDC must rise
and overcome each challenge,
learn from mistakes, and re-
main committed to improving
services for the people of Pen-
ang,” Chow, who is also PDC
chairman, said in his speech at
the corporation’s 54th anniver-
sary celebration at its office in
Bayan Lepas on Nov 14.

Over the years, PDC has de-
veloped three satellite towns in
Penang — Bayan Baru, Seberang
Jaya and Bandar Cassia.

Together with the Penang
government, PDC has been pro-
viding affordable homes to Pen-

“One of PDC's satellite
towns, Bandar Cassia in Batu
Kawan, with its eco-city con-
cept, reflects the evolution of
PDC’s planning and ideas over
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TOWARDS GOLDEN LIFESTYLE: : Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun Ahmad Fuzi Abdul Razak
(centre) with (from left) Eden-On-The-Park Sdn Bhd founder and managing director Victor Fong, MTT
Group of Companies executive chairman Datuk Seri Kenny Ong, Balik Pulau MP Datuk Muhammad
Bakhtiar Wan Chik and southwest district officer Mohd Hafiz Azwad Nadzri at the groundbreaking
ceremony for the Eden at Botanica CT project. - See p2 for full story

PDC marks 54 years
of excellence

. o .
Chow with (from left) Goh Rosli, Rashldl Mohamad AZ|z Zabidah, guests and other PDC staff in a
group photo after the event

Chow said 18,783 units of
affordable homes by PDC were
at various stages of implemen-
tation. They involved a total of
10,905 acres of land.

54 years.

“Significant investments
from corporations such as As-
pen Group, EcoWorld, Para-
mount, PE Land and IKEA un-
derscore the confidence of glob-
ally renowned companies in the
state.

“With the presence of IKEA
and Design Village, Batu Kawan
has become an attractive hub
for visitors,” Chow said.

He also highlighted the four
themes under the Penang2030
vision — Increase livability to
enhance the quality of life; Up-
grade the economy to raise
household incomes; Empower
people to strengthen civic par-
ticipation; and Invest in the built
environment to improve resil-
ience.

He commended PDC for its
commitment to the state.

“PDC has an excellent track
record in executing its respon-

sibilities to increase livability to
enhance people’s quality of life.

“The corporation has suc-
cessfully developed industrial
parks that have created direct
and indirect employment op-
portunities. It has also man-
aged to attract renowned
manufacturing companies
to Penang for over 54 years,
including Intel, AMD, Hewlett-
Packard, Clarion, National
Semiconductor, Hitachi, Sony,
Robert Bosch and many more.

PDC chief executive officer
Datuk Aziz Bakar said the cor-
poration has undergone vari-
ous challenges and obstacles
over the past 54 years.

“It is a mature corporation
with 54 years of experience
and | believe it has what it
takes to strive and uplift Pen-
ang. PDC will continue to play
its role in the development of
the state,” he said.

Also present were Deputy
Chief Minister | Datuk Dr Mo-
hamad Abdul Hamid, state
Entrepreneurial Development
and Rural Development Com-
mittee  chairman  Rashidi
Zinol, State Secretary Datuk
Rosli Isa, State Financial Offi-
cer Datuk Zabidah Safar, PDC
board member and Bukit Tam-
bun assemblyman Goh Choon
Aik, and other PDC board
members.
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OME 2026, senior
CCitizens in Penang can

spend their golden years
in a more conducive environ-
ment following the announce-
ment of the state’s first inte-
grated senior living resort to
be built in Balik Pulau.

The 32-acre project, known
as Eden at Botanica CT (EABC),
will feature a nursing care resi-
dence and a low-density active
living resort comprising villas
and condominiums in two tower
blocks in Botanica.CT, a thriving
township in Balik Pulau.

The project is a joint venture
between Botanica Hills Sdn Bhd
(an associate company of MTT
Group of Companies) and Eden-
On-The-Park Sdn Bhd.

The EABC groundbreaking
ceremony was held at Botanica.
CT in Balik Pulau on Nov 20.

Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun Ah-
mad Fuzi Abdul Razak graced
the occasion.

MTT Group of Companies
executive chairman Datuk Seri
Kenny Ong said EABC is set to
redefine the concept of senior
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living by seamlessly integrating
nursing care residence and ac-
tive living apartments.

“EABC features active liv-
ing apartments tailored for the
increasing population of self
sufficient seniors who require
no assistance in daily activities.
Additionally, the facility accom-
modates individuals who, while
largely independent, may benefit
from some assistance.

“In addition, our nursing care
residence provides a supportive
environment for senior citizens
who, due to increased needs,
are no longer able to maintain
independent living.
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“Nestled in the serene en-
clave of Balik Pulau, the devel-
opment ensures residents can
enjoy the charm of nature while
still having convenient access to
urban amenities,” Ong said in
his speech before participating
in the groundbreaking ceremony.

Also present were Balik Pulau
MP Datuk Muhammad Bakhtiar
Wan Chik, Eden-On-The-Park
Sdn Bhd founder and managing
director Victor Fong and Balik
Pulau district officer Mohd Hafiz
Azwad Nadzri.

Ong emphasised that EABC
was committed to -cultivating
a comprehensive environment
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fostering physical,
and social well-being.

“This resort-style community
ensures that each day is brim-
ming with purpose and enjoy-
ment,” he added.

It is understood that EABC’s
active living apartments pro-

emotional,

vide an exclusive, low-density
residential experience, com-
prising 350 units across Tower
A and Tower B.

These residences, ranging
from 771 sq ft to 1,449 sq ft,
feature diverse one to three-
bedroom layouts.

The Care Residence intro-
duces a visionary concept
centred on personalised care
services for seniors and the
broader community.

This  distinguished care
model integrates the highest
Australian Standard Operating
Procedures (SOPs), thought-
fully adjusted to align with local
nuances.

For more details about the
EABC project and the available
packages, visit www.edenatbo-
tanicact.com.my

Think City’s Hamdan gets UN- Habltat Special

Citation award

THINK City managing director
Hamdan Abdul Majeed has been
awarded a prestigious Special
Citation from the United Nations
Human Settlements Programme
(UN-Habitat) for his significant
contributions to urban develop-
ment.

The award was presented
by UN-Habitat Under-Secretary
General and Executive Director
Datuk Seri Maimunah Mohd
Sharif on Nov 20.

Maimunah praised Hamdan
for his impact contributions.

“Hamdan embodies the es-
sence of UN-Habitat’'s mission
to foster socially and environ-
mentally sustainable cities and
towns embedded in the New Ur-
ban Agenda.

“The aim is to optimise cities
for sustainable development,
outlining essential steps to
ensure that cities and human
settlements play a pivotal role
in the implementation of Sus-
tainable Development Goals
(SDGs). | am proud to honour
his impactful contributions to
the field,” Maimunah, a former

Hamdan (second from left) recelvmg the UN-Habltat Special Citation
award from Maimunah as Chow and Think City Board of Directors
chairman Datuk Seri Dr Anwar Fazal (left) applaud his achievement.

Penang Island City Council (MB-
PP) mayor, said.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who was present at the
ceremony, said it was no small
feat for Hamdan to receive such
a recoghnition.

“It is a testament to the tire-
less efforts and unwavering
commitment that Hamdan has
poured into his work through
the establishment of Khaza-
nah Nasional Berhad’s subsid-
iary Think City. His passion for
making cities livable for their
citizens has propelled him to
create change that extends
beyond Penang.

“George Town has changed
significantly since it became a

Unesco World Heritage Site in
2008. Under Hamdan’'s lead
ership and the commitment of
Think City, we participated, sup-
ported, facilitated, implement-
ed, and witnessed a remarkable
transformation,” Chow said in
his speech.

Expressing gratitude to the
state government, Chow and
UN-Habitat, Hamdan empha
sised that the award symbolised
Think City’s collective dedication
to sustainable development.

“This is not just a personal
milestone; it embodies the
collective dedication of Think
City and our shared aspira-
tion for sustainable develop-
ment,” he said.

Plotting state’s future housing plans

PENANG has a sufficient num-
ber of affordable housing proj-
ects for its people.

State Housing and Environ-
ment Committee  chairman
Datuk Seri Sundarajoo Somu
said Penang has set a target of
delivering 220,000 affordable
homes by 2030.

“Let’'s just say we have
220,000 affordable homes
and if we have an average of
four people in an affordable
housing unit, we can house
880,000 people.

“Penang has a population
of about 1.8 million people.
This means that the affordable
homes the state is providing can
provide shelter for almost 50%
of the people.

“And with that, the Penang
government will still continue
to provide affordable homes for
the people. We will not stop.

“The state has provided over
150,000 affordable homes
which include already built, be-
ing built or being planned to be
built. We have another 70,000
affordable homes to go.

“These affordable homes will
be provided in all five districts.
Development must extend stra-
tegically and thoughtfully across
various areas,” he replied to a
question by a journalist at a Nov
15 press conference.

Penang has various afford-
able housing categories with
prices ranging from RM42,000
to RM300,000.

He also reiterated that Pen-

ang would soon be introducing
a new affordable housing cat-
egory priced at RM100,000 per
unit for those with a household
income of above RM3,500 and
below RM5,000 a month.

Separately, Sundarajoo said
his office would be looking at im-
proving some policies concern-
ing the density and plot ratio
for development projects on the
mainland.

“We may not want to have two
standards in terms of density
and plot ratio. This is something
that | want to look into during my
term of office.

“If I can offer almost the
same plot ratio and density
on the mainland, you will be
surprised. Many developers
may rush to Seberang Perai
and do development there be-
cause land in Seberang Perai is
cheaper when compared to the
island,” he said, adding that
Seberang Perai would be in an
“expanding mode”.

Sundarajoo said, however,
that several factors must be
considered when it comes to
development.

“We cannot allow a high plot
ratio in the heart of George
Town. We must always take
into consideration traffic man-
agement.

“We cannot be giving a high
plot ratio, knowing that the roads
(in certain areas) can no longer
be expanded. So, itis very much
dependent on the traffic impact
assessment," he said.



at the Hunza Group 45th anniver-

sary celebration held at the Setia
SPICE Convention Centre in Bayan
Lepas recently.

Hundreds of dignitaries, includ-
ing government officials and special
guests, attended a luxurious and deli-
cious buffet dinner accompanied by
various cultural performances.

The celebration also marked the joy-
ous occasion of the 82nd birthday of
Hunza Group founder and executive ad-
viser Datuk Seri Khor Teng Tong.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow and
his wife Tan Lean Kee attended the
event.

In his speech, Chow said the Group
has been continuously striving to el
evate the quality of life in Penang
through its developments and its slew
of awards from both domestic and
international sources are solid testa-
ments to that.

“I would like to take this opportunity
to wish Datuk Seri Khor Teng Tong a
wonderful 82nd birthday, and may he
be continuously blessed with good
health.

“Over the years, | have witnessed
how Hunza Group has grown from
strength to strength under Datuk Seri
Khor’s leadership, with the brand now
established as one of the top multi-
award-winning property developers in
the country, synonymous with high-
quality homes in strategic locations.

“Amidst all the success, Datuk Seri
Khor has never forgotten his humble
beginnings and would always make it a
point to contribute back to society, be
it through Hunza Group or his charity
foundation,” said Chow.

“| eagerly anticipate the promising

IT was definitely a memorable night
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It was double joy for Khor (ninth from left) as the event marked his birthday and Hunza's 45th anniversary. Joining him were
Chow, former Penang Chief Minister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon (second from left), Jagdeep (third from left), Chow’s wife Tan
Lean Kee (seventh from left), Siang Gin (11th from left), former Penang Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng (12th from left), former
Permatang Pauh MP Nurul Izzah Anwar (13th from left) and other dignitaries.

trajectory of Hunza Group, guided by
the current managing director, Datuk
Khor Siang Gin, especially concern-
ing the Group’s flagship development,
Penang International Commercial City
(PICC),” Chow added.

Also present during the anniversary
celebration were Deputy Chief Minister
Il Jagdeep Singh Deo, Penang Trade,
Entrepreneurial Development and Ru-
ral Development Committee chairman
Rashidi Zinol, state Social Develop-
ment, Welfare and Non-Islamic Reli-
gious Affairs Committee chairman Lim
Siew Khim and state Youth, Sports and
Health Committee chairman Daniel
Gooi Zi Sen.

nese Consul-General in Penang Zhou

Other notable figures included Chi- Youbin, Teng Tong, Siang Gin, and Hun-

za executive director Khor Tze Ming.

Penang sees robust industrial growth

IN a testament to the state’s devel-
opment, Penang will continue foster-
ing a robust investment ecosystem,
aiming to create an investor-friendly
environment.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
speaking at the American-Malaysia
Chamber of Commerce (AMCHAM) dia-
logue luncheon, highlighted the endur-
ing partnership with the United States,
emphasising Penang’s commitment to
supporting its presence.

“The United States has always been
the state’s top five investors,” he said
in his speech at the event on Dec 7.

He underscored the necessity for
a dynamic ecosystem tailored to ad-
dress the evolving requirements of in-
dustrial stakeholders.

Chow also highlighted the pivotal
role of public-private partnerships in
propelling the state towards a high-
income economy.

“The state’s top priority is to main-
tain a dynamic environment that can
support the needs of industries as
they adopt new technologies and pur-

sue growth.

“Importantly, we recognise that work-
ing together with both public and private
sectors is crucial for us to become a
high-income economy,” he added.

Expressing confidence in Penang’s
limitless potential, Chow cited a track
record of over five decades of indus-
trialisation and affirmed the state’s
role in global trade and investment.

He concluded by underlining Pen-
ang’s commitment to sustainable
development, both in physical and
digital infrastructure, and strengthen-
ing ties with AMCHAM through Invest-
Penang.

Among those present were US em-
bassy Charge d’Affaires Manu Bhalla,
AMCHAM chief executive officer Siob-
han Das, Universiti Malaya (UM) Asia-
Europe executive director Datuk Prof
Dr Rajah Rasiah, First Solar managing
director Datuk P'ng Soo Hong, Intel
Malaysia Supply Chain & Operations
managing director Chong Aik Kean and
LAM Research International managing
director Soon K. Kuek.
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HE Penang government
T and the Consulate Gener-

al of the People’s Repub-
lic of China in Penang will work
together to plan activities to
celebrate the 50th anniversary
of the establishment of China
Malaysia diplomatic relations
next year.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said this after an official
meeting with China vice-presi-
dent Han Zheng on Nov 10.

“This was one of the many is-
sues highlighted during the one-
hour discussion.

“We remain committed to
strengthening our bilateral rela-
tionship with China.

“Both parties, Penang and
China, are looking forward to
the celebration.

“We have had a close bilat-
eral relationship for the past 50
years, and can be regarded as
strategic partners,” Chow said.

Chow added that invest
ments, the US-China trade war,
education, and talent develop-
ment were among other topics
discussed during the meeting.

Earlier the same day, Han
took the opportunity to explore
the Sun Yat-Sen Memorial Cen-
tre in Macalister Road and the
Pinang Peranakan Mansion in
Church Street during his two-day
official visit.

With  heightened security,
his visit to the Sun Yat-Sen Me-
morial Centre started around
3.30pm, with a warm welcome
from key figures including Pen-
ang Tourism and Creative Econ-
omy Committee chairman Wong

Hon Wai, China’s Ambassador
to Malaysia Ouyang Yujing, and
Chinese Consul General in Pen-
ang Zhou Youbin.

Han and his delegation
delved into the historical signifi-
cance of Dr Sun Yat-Sen, recog-
nised as the father of modern
China, spending approximately
45 minutes absorbing the rich
history.

Subsequently, Han proceed-
ed to the Pinang Peranakan
Mansion where a comprehen-
sive tour lasting over half an
hour unfolded.

This mansion stands as a
museum dedicated to preserv-
ing Penang’s Peranakan heri-
tage.

—
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Chow welcoming Han (centre, wearing a light blue tie) to the official meeting where they discussed

various issues.

Inspiring environmental awareness

A STAGGERING 1,750 tonnes
of waste find their way to Pulau
Burung landfill daily, with food
waste comprising a substantial
40% of this overall volume, says
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

Chow said this in his speech
during the Green Pinang Awards
Presentation Ceremony 2023 on
Dec 7.

“It is our collective responsibil-
ity to address food waste, given
the alarming statistics,” he said.

Also present during the

awards presentation ceremony
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were state Social Development,
Welfare and Non-lslamic Reli-
gious Affairs Committee chair-
man Lim Siew Khim, state Hous-
ing and Environment Committee
chairman Datuk Seri Sundarajoo
Somu, state Agrotechnology,
Food Security and Cooperative
Development Committee chair-
man Fahmi Zainol and Penang
Green Council (PGC) general
manager Josephine Tan Mei
Ling.

Speaking about the pro-
gramme, Tan said the theme of
the Green Pinang Awards Pre-
sentation Ceremony this year is
“A Symphony of Sustainability”.

“It reminds us that Earth is
our only home, and we all have
a responsibility to protect its re-
sources,” she said.

Tan highlighted that PGC is
actively advancing education and
promotion of green practices in
the workspace, specifically for
this year's Penang Green Office
Certification category.

In the Penang Green Office
Certification category, the Pen-
ang Water Supply Corporation
(PBAPP) stood out by securing
the most awards.

Other notable winners among
industry players were Eco World
Wellness (M) Sdn Bhd (NIHOMA
Group of Companies), Globetron-
ics Sdn Bhd, Polydamic Sdn
Bhd, Dell Global Business Cen-
ter Sdn Bhd (Cyberjaya), Cycle
Trend Industries Sdn Bhd, CLPG

Packaging Industries Sdn Bhd,
Aemulus Corporation Sdn Bhd,
and several others.

Under the Penang Rainwater
Harvesting Incentive category,
recipients included LBH Archi-
tect, SJK (T) Sungai Ara, and SJK
(C) Moh Ghee Cawangan.

Meanwhile, in the Food Waste
Challenge Incentive category,
recognition was bestowed upon
Golden Highway Auto-City Sdn
Bhd and Dell Global Business
Sdn Bhd (Plot 27).

AWARD WINNERS
Penang Green Jour-
nalism Award
BAudrey Mellanni Dermawan
(New Straits Times) -Excellence

award English category,

ESiti Aminah Mohd Yusof
(New Straits Times) Excellence
award Bahasa Malaysia cat-
egory.

BChuah Kai Ying (The China
Press) - Potential award Baha-
sa Mandarin category
BSubatra Adacapan (Tamil
Malar) - Potential award Baha-
sa Tamil category

Photojournalism category
BChampion: Muhammad Zai-
nul Ariff Ahmad Sarbri (Ber-
nama)
m2nd place: Muhammad Mi-
kail Ong Abdullah (NST)

M 3rd place: Lim Beng Tatt (The
Star)
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VER the past 50
years, Penang has
played a pivotal role in

Malaysia’s economic growth,
primarily through its dynamic
and cutting-edge semiconduc-
tor industry.

In 2019, Penang accounted
for approximately 5% of global
semiconductor exports.

In 2022, semiconductor de-
vices and integrated circuits
(ICs) constituted a significant
65.2% of Malaysia’'s total
Electrical and Electronic (E&E)
exports, amounting to a stag-
gering RM386.89 billion (as
reported by Malaysia External
Trade Development Corporation
(MATRADE) last February.

Consequently, Penang has
enjoyed multiple spillover ef-
fects throughout the supply
chain, including the growth of
local small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs), the devel-
opment of a skilled local work-
force, and technical expertise.

AR

However, global geopolitical
tensions have periodically chal-
lenged Malaysia and Penang’s
position in the semiconductor
realm.

Despite these obstacles, Ma-
laysia’s semiconductor industry
by far has been resilient.

Nonetheless, for Malaysia’'s
semiconductor industry to thrive
further, it must shift towards
higher value-added activities.

In an interview at the Interna-
tional Semiconductor Executive
Summit (ISES) SEA 2023 on
Nov 7, Malaysia Semiconduc-
tor Industry Association (MSIA)
president Datuk Seri Wong Siew
Hai emphasised the need to
seize opportunities in IC design.

“The semiconductor industry
is what | consider the ‘golden
goose’ of Malaysia.

“For the past 50 years, we
(Malaysia) have been focused
on evolving assembly and test-
ing in the E&E value chain from
low to high-end technology.

“But recently, more com-
panies are focusing on ad-
vanced packaging which is
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Wong (third from left) addressing the audience at the ISES SEA 2023. With him are (from left)
moderator Kamel Ait Mahiout and Ang, Das and Sivasuriyamoorthy.

highly complex.

“Here is where IC designing
comes into play.

“In this midst of geopolitical
tensions, Malaysia should focus
on the IC design domain.

“For this to take place, we
need the existing and upcoming
talent pool to shift their focus to
IC designing, step out of their
comfort zones within existing
MNCs, and become risk-takers
in embracing entrepreneurial
and innovative roles,” Wong told
Buletin Mutiara.

He emphasised that Malaysia
should not solely depend on for-
eign corporations for IC design,

services and development.

Instead, the emphasis should
be on nurturing homegrown IC
design corporations.

Penang already houses sev-
eral homegrown IC design cor-
porations, such as SkyeChip,
Oppstar Technology, and In-
finecs Systems.

Wong stressed the need for
Malaysia to support and further
develop these homegrown cor-
porations in IC design and de-
velopment.

The semiconductor indus-
try is projected to reach US$1
trillion by 2030, and Malaysia
must act swiftly to fill this void,

as other countries aggressively
enter the semiconductor sec-
tor, including India, Saudi Arabia
and several countries in central
Asia.

Among the distinguished
people present were Sivasuri-
yamoothy Sundara Raja, deputy
chief executive officer of Malay-
sian Investment Development
Authority  (Mida), Investment
Promotion and Facilitation; Siob-
han Das, CEO of American-Ma-
laysian Chamber of Commerce
(AMCHAM); and Ang Wee Seng,
executive director of Singapore
Semiconductor Industry Asso-
ciation (SSIA).

MANUFACTURERS can mea-
sure their products’ climate
footprint now with the launch of
Monitor ERP’s new functionality
“Sustainability by Monitor”.

It is an environmental tool
that helps companies accurate-
ly measure their environmental
impact and implement sustain-
ability measures.

According to the Monitor ERP
website, the new functionality
helps companies measure their
carbon footprint, evaluate the
data, and adopt strategic mea-
sures to cut emissions and con-
sumption of resources.

Commending the newly
launched innovation, Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow said
the “Sustainability by Monitor”
would not only ensure readi-
ness and competitiveness but
also align with the growing de-
mand for ESG (Environmental,
Social and Corporate Gover-
nance) reporting and contrib-
ute to more sustainable and
responsible production.

“This groundbreaking feature
allows manufacturers to per-
form sustainability calculations
and measure the climate im-

Monitor ERP introduces 'Sustainability' tool

pact of their manufacturing ac-
tivities down to the component
level,” he said in his speech
during the Monitor ERP System
User Seminar and 10th Anniver-
sary celebration on Nov 8.

“Some of you may recall our
last gathering in 2019 when we
celebrated the launch of the
Monitor G5 and the opening
of Monitor ERP’s new office in
Straits Quay. Back then, Moni-
tor ERP had a humble staff of
30 people.

“To witness your growth, with
nearly 100 employees today, is
truly inspiring,” he said.

Chow also
highlighted the
state govern-
ment’'s commit-
ment to trans-
forming Penang
into an interna-

tionally smart
state and the
preferred  loca-

tion for investors,
tourists, and
people who seek

sustainable living.

He also commended Swe-
den for its vast experience and
expertise in innovation and pro-
ductivity.

Swedish Ambassador to Ma-
laysia Dr Joachim Bergstrom
said Sweden was in the midst
of reopening its honourary con-
sulate office in Penang, which
is scheduled to happen in the
next few weeks.

“The roles of the honourary
consulate include rendering as-
sistance to Swedish citizens
and deepening bilateral ties in
this region.

“Penang feels
like a second
home to us,” he
said in his speech.

Monitor ERP
Southeast  Asia
chief executive of-
ficer Daniel Hagg-
mark (pix) thanked
Chow for his com-
. mitment to Pen-
A4 ang and for his
support.

Haggmark also expressed
his gratitude to the supporters
of Monitor ERP.

Also present were Monitor

ERP Group owner Jorgen Pers-
son and Monitor ERP Group
chief executive officer Morgan
Persson.
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ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ‘ NAMA

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

m 04-2260218
F) 04 - 226 0218

N.01 PENAGA
YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah

U]

JANUARY 16 — 31, 2024

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Dr. Mohamad Abdul Hamid
mohdhamid@penang.gov.my

sT 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL

No Tel/ No Faks

PENANG CARE SOCIETY (184 301 0123
04- 6427777

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 -261 8715

. . DAP PENANG HQ T) 04 - 228 8482
YB Bukhori Ghazal M dappenang@dapmalaysia.org H 04 - 228 8514
N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04- 3970115

YB Mohd Sobri Salleh

M

N.15 PADANG LALANG

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
YB Muhammad Fauzi Yusoff

M

YB Dato’ Seri Sundarajoo A/L Somu
nlé.kadunperai@gmail.com

YB Gooi Zi Sen (T) 04 - 530 3028
izisen nan v.m
N.16 PERAI

(T) 04 - 397 3600

N.0é TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Azmi Alang

M

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
ni19dunjawi@gmail.com

T) 04 - 594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Izhar Shah Arif Shah

(M

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Rashidi Bin Zinol

n2Isgachehpk@gmail.com

ET% 04 - 593 2408
E

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Amir Hamzah Abdul Hashim

M

N.12 PENANTI
YB Zulkefli Bakar

M

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

tanjongbunga@bukitbendera.org

T) 04 - 818 3866
F) 04 - 262 5952

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Nor Zamri Latiff

U]

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim

limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Mohamad Shukor Zakariah

M

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Wong Hon Wai
wonghonwail973@gmail.com

EB 04 - 826 1898

N.40 TELOK BAHANG
YB Muhamad Kasim

M

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Fahmi Zainol
fahmizainol@penang.gov.my

EB 04 - 293 7545

N.02 BERTAM

YB Datuk Seri Reezal Merican Naina
Merican
dsrmpusatkhidmat@gmail.com

04 - 2937546
"

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU
YB Phee Syn Tze
n07sungaipuyu@gmail.com

ET% 012 - 428 5594
F

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Chee Yeeh Keen

cheeyeehkeen@gmail.com

SIT:% 018-388 6317

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Kumaran Krishnan @ Calvin
bagandalamn09@gmail.com

T) 04 - 313 1002
i

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee
berapit@dappg.org

ST% 017 - 813 3509
F) 04 - 540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon
kllee78@gmail.com

sT% 013-399 0519
F) 04 - 551 1442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

ET% 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

T) 04 - 502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng
dapairputih@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA

YB Lee Boon Hen
Igggggnhgng%@g’gmgil.ggm

(T) 011 - 2773 6684

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Woo Sze Zeng
joshuawoosz@gmail.com

(H) 016 - 417 2548

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Wong Yuee Harng

pengkalankota@dappg.org

ET% 04 - 299 2574
E

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtar@dappg.org

T) 016 - 270 6808
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
ongahteong@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Tan Hooi Peng

n32seridelima@gmail.com

S,T:; 04 - 659 5611

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airitamdap@gmail.com

T) 016 - 421 9143
F) 04 -829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam

kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Dato’ Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN NEGERI 04-262 1957
PBA (PUSAT PANGGILAN 24 JAM)  04-255 8255
KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women's Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perknidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF
SOCSO

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ 04-656 4131
04-398 8809

JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA 04-261 0058
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
FERI (GEORGETOWN) 04-210 2363

( BUTTERWORTH) 04-310 2377
JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTHO04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN  04-829 4046

KANAK-KANAK

D'HOME CARELINE 04-291 0111

CAP 04-829 9511

BEFRIENDERS PENANG 04-291 0100
011-5670 6261

PERPUSTAKAAN PP 04-229 8555

9 penanglawancovid19
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SENARAI NAMA AHLIMAJLIS SENARAI PEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MBSP 2023
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MBSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
Anuar Yussoff 016 - 461 6390 1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut Penyelia 013 - 449 0366
Bahagian
Benson Neoh Kah Wei 012 - 402 0923 Kewarganegaraan
E'ern.ord Cheen Goon 012 402 0923 2. K. Velan Barat Daya 018 -394 4537
oOi
3. Joseph Tan Seberang Perai ) ) 011 - 5628 5600
_ Utara Pejabat Bahagian
Chong Wei Hoong 012 - 484 9693 Kewarganegaraan Pulau Pinang,
Tingkat 46, KOMTAR
4. K. Dasirani Seberang Perai 012 -412 2375
Datuk Mohd Noor 019 - 4731172 Tengah 04 - 650 5105
Ahmad
5. M. Nakulan Seberang Perai 010 -462 0073
Dato’ Omar Haiji Abdul 019 - 577 0800 Selatan
Hamid

Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.

Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 - 261 2460 Nota:
Lim Chee Chien 012 - 521 9894 SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS
MBPP 2023

Linggeswaran a/I 013 -419 9071 Nama Telefon
Charmar

MBPP 04 - 259 2020
Muhammad Fadzli 011-1109 6646 Abdul Latif Mohamad 012 -248 5016
Roslan

Alan Lim Wei Lun 017 - 343 3995
Muhammad Fitri Termizi 011-31127702 Bakar Noordin 012 - 495 6347

Benji Ang Ming Quan 012 - 423 3227
Ng Wai Leong 016 - 4155494

Chan Soon Aun 012 - 485 0728
Ng Yee Siang 010 - 562 2698 Choong You Ray 012-456 1133

Datuk Haji Abdul Razak Abdul 012 - 464 6277
Ngoh Cheng Hai 017 - 979 0933 Rahman

David Chen Wooi Teong 012-4921114
Norly Masitah 013 - 582 2503 Hari Krishnan a/l Ramakrishnan 010 - 505 5571
Mohamed Noor

Koay Gaik Kee 016 - 447 5088
N hani -
Mopaaal | 019 -477 3784 Lee Seng Hwai 016 - 440 6798

Mohd Faruk Abdul Rahman 012-552 1820
Nurhidayah Che Rose 010 - 388 7977

Mohd Hafiz Abd. Aziz 019 - 480 6273
Nur Aishah Zainol 019 - 407 6197 N

Mohd Roshidi Roslan 019 - 555 6607

. Mohd Suhairi Arumugam 016 - 521 3369

Ong Jing Cheng 012-758 3779 Abdullah

Ooi Mei Mei 011-1443 8734
Ooi Yong Wooi 016 -421 1196 .

Quah Boon Lim 017 - 462 2431
Ponnudurai a/l 012- 4233578 N El e o1y - Slieetrs
V Anthony Srinvasagam

Saiful Azwan Abd. Malik 016 - 465 2787
Predeeb Kumar a/I 016 - 498 5421 : ; _
Kalidass Shafiz Rahim Raja 012 - 426 8926

Tan Chiew Choon 019 - 470 4499
Teh Chuann Yien 010 - 441 7749

Tan Soo Siang 012 - 475 2453

Theng Jie Wey 016-4187108
Zainuddin Mohamed 012 - 479 4200

Vickneson a/l Rajendran 016 - 489 6162
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Focus

BE@Penang

uStory by Tanushalini Moroter
=Pix by Siew Chia En

EINVENTION was the
R order of the day at the

8th edition of Business
Events Penang (BE), a signifi-
cant event hosted by the Pen-
ang Convention and Exhibition
Centre (PCEB).

The event took place at the
Setia SPICE Convention Centre
from Dec 7 to 8.

PCEB chief executive officer
Ashwin Gunasekeran highlight-
ed the theme “BE Reinvents”,
emphasising the state govern-
ment's commitment to adapting
to industry changes.

Ashwin noted the growth of

on rei

BE from a local knowledge-shar-
ing initiative to an Asia-Pacific
event.

“Initially, BE started as a plat-
form for local industry players to
share knowledge, and over time,
it evolved into a broader initia-
tive spanning the Asia Pacific
region,” Ashwin said.

It is learned that some 200
participants took part in the
event, offering an excellent net-
working platform.

Penang Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee chairman
Wong Hon Wai emphasised
Penang's role as a key player in
hosting BE events, citing its stra-
tegic location for international
conferences, particularly in engj-

Wong (front row, third from left), Ashwin (front row, second from right) and other guests in a group
photo with the participants of BE@Penang 2023.

neering and medical fields.
“Penang's synergy between
manufacturing and  tourism,
including semiconductors and
healthcare, contributes to its
prominence.
“Given Penang's role as a

Five officers to aid stateless individuals

STATE Social Development,
Welfare and non-slamic Reli-
gious Affairs Committee chair-
man Lim Siew Khim announced
on Nov 10 the appointment of
five officers to the Citizenship
Unit of the Penang state gov-
ernment.

Since 2013, the Pen-
ang Citizenship Programme
(PKPP) has been pivotal in
aiding individuals facing de-
lays in acquiring Malaysian
citizenship.

The officers will primar-
ily assist eligible individuals
without birth certificates and
identification cards.

Their task includes follow-
ing up on application status
and collecting data on state-
less individuals in Penang.

According to PKPP statis-
tics from February 2013 to
September 2023, a total of
3,807 individuals sought as-
sistance at the unit.

Within this period, 2,094
individuals filed citizen appli-
cations under various articles
of the Federal Constitution.

Through the efforts of
these officers, 1,719 cases
were successfully completed.

Successful cases include
individuals like Chuah Jia Ni
(18), Lim Hui Qi (16) and Lye
Zhi Xuan (21).

Yang Cui Qing, 44, the
mother of Hui Qi said: “I am
extremely grateful to these of-

Hui Qi (left) and Lye Kok Leong (right, representing his daughter
Zhi Xuan), showing their citizenship approval letters. Rejoicing

with them are Siew Khim (fourth from left), and Hui Qi's parents
Lim Lai Hock and Yang.

ficers and YB Lim for helping
our daughter since day one.
Their dedication enabled her
to attain citizenship.”

Siew Khim emphasised the
significance of the officers’
appointments, stating that
their presence across differ-
ent districts will enhance pub-
lic service.

Besides the appointments,
Siew Khim added that she
would propose improvements
to the Home Affairs Ministry
regarding the standard oper-
ating procedures for citizen-

ship approvals, particularly
for children.
For assistance, individuals

can visit the Citizenship Unit on
Level 46 of Komtar or call 04-
650 5105 or WhatsApp 011-

5628 5600 or reach out to the
appointed officers directly using
the phone numbers provided.

The appointed officers and
their respective districts:
@®Yeap Choon Keong (Supervi-
sor) — Northeast District (DTL)
— Tel No: 013-4490366
®Velan A/L Kalimuthu -
Southwest District (DBD) — Tel
No: 018-3944537

@®Joseph Tan Chuen Kheng —
North Seberang Perai (SPU) —
Tel No: 011-56285600
®Dasirani A/P Kasinathan —
Central Seberang Perai (SPT)
—Tel No: 012-4122375
®Nakulan A/L Muthumani-
kam - South Seberang Perai
(SPS) — Tel No: 010-4620073

manufacturing hub in the Asia-
Pacific region, the symbiotic
relationship between the manu-
facturing sector and tourism
holds significant importance,”
Wong said.

Wong added Penang's world-
class conference facilities, in-
cluding Setia SPICE Convention
Centre, Penang International
Convention Centre (PICCA) @

Butterworth Arena, and the up-
coming Penang Waterfront Con-
vention Centre were also a pull.

Additionally, other initiatives
include roadshows targeting
key players in the tourism in-
dustry in India and China, with
the goal of promoting Penang
as a premier BE destination
and fostering stronger ties with
these nations.

PITE push for Penang's global

tourism status

THE annual Penang Interna-
tional Travel Exchange (PITE)
2023 returned for the sixth
edition this year at the SETIA
Spice Convention Centre in
Bayan Lepas.

Gathering over 80 interna-
tional buyers from 17 coun-
tries, the remarkable travel
trade event promised to el
evate Penang’s status as the
premier Business Events and
Travel Destination in the Asia-
Pacific region.

State Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee chairman
Wong Hon Wai extended his
heartiest welcome to all the
participating countries for the
event held on Nov 7 and Nov 9.

“PITE 2023 is not merely a
convention; it is a celebration
of the vibrancy of travel, cul-
ture, and creativity. It is a forum
where industry leaders, vision-
aries and enthusiasts from the
world gather to exchange ideas,
and forge collaborations.

“We hope those present
here can experience the charm
of Penang, aside from explor-
ing the travel industry’s latest
trends and innovations.

“Alongside them, 42 top
exhibitors from Malaysia will
showcase their latest offerings,

fostering fruitful collaborations,
and showcasing the best the
region has to offer,” he said in
his speech during the event.

PITE is an event organised by
Ace Conferences and support-
ed by the Penang Convention &
Exhibition Bureau (PCEB).

Launched in 2018, PITE has
consistently striven to enhance
Penang'’s position on the global
stage.

It serves as a homegrown
platform for travel trade profes-
sionals to explore Penang as a
thriving Business Events and
Travel Destination.

PCEB chief executive officer
Ashwin Gunasekeran said the
three-day event offered inter-
national buyers a chance to ex-
plore Penang.

Among those present were
Pengkalan Kota assembly-
man Wong Yuee Harng, Kebun
Bunga assemblyman Lee Boon
Heng, Chief Minister Incorpo-
rated (CMI) general manager
Datin S. Bharathi, Tourism Ma-
laysia northern region deputy
director Siti Hajar Mohd Yu-
nus, Malaysian Association of
Hotels (MAH) Penang Chapter
chairman Datuk Tony Goh and
MATTA Penang Chapter chair-
man Carolyn Leong.
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Aiming to

achieve SDG:

=Story by Norman Sim
=Pix by Law Suun Ting

ENANG has once
Pagain taken the right
steps in progressing to-
wards the path of sustainable
development and remains
dedicated to the 2030 Sus-
tainable Development Goals.

Towards this end, marking
its second edition in Penang,
the Hanwang Forum 2023 took
place on Nov 6.

The event brought together
like-minded individuals and ex-
perts from various backgrounds
to engage in discussions on
sustainable development.

Organised by the Beijing Inter-
national Exchange Association
and Sustainable Development
Committee, this year's forum
centred on the theme “Green
Industries and Future Ecological
Community under Global Civili-
sation”.

This year’s forum addressed
pertinent issues within the sus-
tainable development agenda,

including the green economy,
environmental sustainability,
ESG (Environmental, Social, and
Governance) and even civilisa-
tional philosophy.

State Local Government and
Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman H’ng Mooi
Lye highlighted the forum’s po-
tential to benefit all, especially
Penang’s industrial players.

“This forum will offer ways
for industries to become more
resilient through sustainable de-
velopment, management, and
practices.

“It is important to note that
Penang is no stranger to sus-
tainable development. Since
2009, the Penang Green Coun-
cil has introduced green initia-
tives to inculcate sustainable

development, most notably,
Penang Green Agenda 2030,”
H'ng added.

Ray Liu, president of the
Beijing International Exchange
Association and Sustainable
Development Committee, called
on youth to be the driving force

JANUARY 16 — 31, 2024

H’ng (fourth from left), Lim (third from left) and Liu (fifth from left) with the forum’s guest speakers.

in global sustainable develop-
ment and not just depend on
industrial players.

Besides being the beacon of
sustainable development, this
forum also served as a tool
to strengthen bilateral ties be-
tween China and Malaysia.

Penang’s engagement with
China has increased ever
since Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow visited Xiamen a few
months ago.

The Hanwang forum, estab-
lished in 2012 and named after
the township affected by the
2008 Sichuan Earthquake, has
evolved into a global initiative.

To date, the forum has trans-
formed into a collective effort,
with  partnerships extending
beyond Penang such as in Swe-
den, Nepal and Singapore.

Also in attendance were
Hanwang Forum 2023, Penang
organising chairwoman Nariya
Lim, International Scientific Ex-

change Foundation of China
director Chen Xi, and repre-
sentatives of sponsors of the
Hanwang Forum 2023.

Ngoo (seventh from left) and other Ki-\!/v)ar'lis emr_s in a_group phto the installation dinner. Seated

is Ivan Oh, Past Governor Kiwanis Malaysia.

Kiwanis looks forward to empowering community

THE Kiwanis Club of Penang
Central (KCPC) hopes to contin-
ue empowering the community
and collaborating with the state
government in its “Love Pen-
ang” programme.

Dr Ngoo Seong Boon, the
club president for the term
20232025, expressed his en-
thusiasm towards contributing
to Kiwanis' mission and achiev-
ing a distinguished club status.

“As the incoming president of
KCPC, | am excited to contribute
to Kiwanis' aspiration.

“I commit to working close-
ly with advisers, boards, com-
mittee chairs, and members,
along with our aim to achieve

the five-star and distinguished
club status.

“This includes connecting
new and experienced members
to enhance the membership
experience and boost Kiwanis
branding in the community and
education and also to be part of
the state government'’s initiative,
the ‘Love Penang’ programme,”
Ngoo said during his speech at
the installation dinner on Nov 3.

All the KCPC programmes
are aligned with the Kiwanis
Global Mission of “improving
the world one child and one
community at a time”.

Ngoo also mentioned that
the KCPC has been established

"

on a solid foundation, with a di-
verse membership that is both
united and distinctive, and with
full commitment to community
service.

At the dinner, the club do-
nated RM35,000 to seven non-
governmental organisations
with each organisation receiving
RM5,000.

The seven NGOs are BE
Home, FOCCAN, Happy Retire-
ment Home, Mount Miriam
Cancer Hospital, Persatuan
Orang Cacat Negeri Pulau
Pinang, Kiwanis Khir Johari
Foundation, Persatuan Ke-
bajikan Kanak-Kanak Terencat
Akal Pulau Pinang.

Exploring opportunities at ISES
Southeast Asia 2023

THE International Semiconduc-
tor Executive Summit (ISES),
which was inaugurated a decade
ago, convened a gathering of the
industry’s leaders, innovators,
and experts from mainly South-
east Asia in Penang recently.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow, who officiated the event on
Nov 7, said Penang was hon-
oured to be chosen to host ISES
Southeast Asia 2023 to provide
a platform for the dissemination
of knowledge and exchange of
ideas, with a particular focus on
semiconductor technology, inno-
vation, and applications.

The summit, themed “Op-
portunities and challenges for
a flourishing semiconductor in-
dustry”, featured a wide range
of curated programmes covering
topics ranging from the latest
technology advancements to
strategjes for workforce develop-
ment within the semiconductor
industry.

“I am hopeful that ISES
Southeast Asia 2023 will serve
as a catalyst, igniting the cre-
ation of innovative technologies
and effective solutions that will
inspire all stakeholders to forge
ahead boldly in this new and ex-
citing era of the semiconductor
industry.

“Southeast Asia’s semicon-
ductor sector has emerged as a
crucial contributor to the global
technological ecosystem. It has

propelled economic  growth,
job creation, and technological
breakthroughs.

“Penang’s commitment to
cultivating a supportive and dy-
namic business environment
has been a magnet for global
leading companies, drawing
them to establish their opera-

tions here,” Chow said in his
speech.

Chow highlighted that from
2019 to 2022, Penang wit
nessed a significant influx of for-
eign direct investments (FDIs),
amounting to RM110 billion,
with RM92 billion contributed
by the Electrical & Electronics
(E&E) sector.

In the first half of 2023, Pen-
ang’s approved manufacturing
investments reached RM4.3
billion, with the E&E sector ac-
counting for 28% of the total. The
most recent figures from the De-
partment of Statistics indicate
that Penang remains the coun-
try’s main exporter at 34.6% for
the third quarter of 2023.

Recognising the importance
of talent development to meet
the industry’s demand, Chow
said Penang has carried out vari-
ous programmes and initiatives
to equip its workforce with the
necessary skills and knowledge.

International Semiconductor
Executive Summits president
Salah Nasri expressed the or-
ganisation’s delight in collaborat-
ing with Malaysia Semiconduc-
tor Industry Association (MSIA)
and Singapore Semiconductor
Association Industry (SSIA) to
host the event in Penang, follow-
ing its successful events in Tai-
wan, USA, Europe, and Japan.

Among those present were
Sivasuriyamoothy Sundara Raja,
deputy chief executive officer of
Malaysian Investment Develop-
ment Authority (Mida), Invest-
ment Promotion and Facilitation;
Siobhan Das, CEO of American-
Malaysian Chamber of Com-
merce; MSIA president Datuk
Seri Wong Siew Hai and SSIA ex-
ecutive director Ang Wee Seng.
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Innovation key to sustainable

development =

=Pix by Law Suun Ting

forward and there must

be an emphasis on it,
says Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow.

Speaking at the state-level In-
novation Day 2023 celebration
at Komtar recently, Chow said
innovation plays a pivotal role in
achieving sustainable develop-
ment and enhancing the living
standards of the people.

He commended the collab-
orative efforts of the state gow-
ernment and civil servants for
fostering an environment condu-
cive to innovation.

Chow stressed that the
theme of “Innovation Driving a
Sustainable Future” needs to
be embraced by all as agents
of change to empower the state
and the country.

“The state government con-

INNOVATION is the way

sistently promotes creative
thinking among the youth and
provides support to entrepre-
neurs and researchers to de-
velop high-quality products and
services.

“Collaboration with the pri-
vate sector and civil society is
essential to create products
with a profound impact on all
levels of society.

“Innovation will not succeed
if it only stops at the concept
or idea level. There must be a
continuous effort to bring posi-
tive change from time to time,”
Chow said in his speech.

He hoped ongoing innova-
tion initiatives will synergise
and contribute to realising the
Penang2030 vision of a “Family-
Focused Green and Smart State
that Inspires the Nation”.

Highlighting a successful
example, he said the Penang
Smart Parking project, which

Rajendran receiving the Chief Minister Challenge Trophy from Chow after MBPP was adjudged
the winner. With them are Ahmad Rizal (left), Rosli (second from left), Mohd Zakuan (right) and

MBPP team members.

won the Penang Government
Innovation Award in 2020, has
been shortlisted at the national
level for the Public Sector Pre-
mier Innovation Award (AIPSA),
organised by the Malaysian
Administrative ~ Modernisation
and Management Planning Unit
(Mampu) offering a grand prize
of RM1 million.

Chow acknowledged the
unprecedented challenges
faced by society during the
pandemic, and how innova-
tion has played a pivotal role

in advancing digitalisation and
service delivery.

Chow noted that more and
more innovation projects pro-
duced by government depart-
ments and agencies have
been presented at the national
and international levels, creat-
ing a high impact on society.

The grand prize for the Pen-
ang Chief Minister Innovation
Award, which carries a prize
money of RM10,000, went to
the Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) ULesen.

Among those present at
the celebration were State
Secretary Datuk Rosli Isa,
Deputy State Secretary Datuk
Mohd Zakuan Zakaria (devel-
opment), Deputy State Secre-
tary Datuk Ahmad Rizal Mohd
Hanapiah, MBPP mayor Datuk
A. Rajendran, Seberang Perai
City Council mayor Datuk Aza-
har Arshad, head of Corporate
Communications and Innova-
tion Saiful Syarizal, and heads
of federal departments and
agencies.

Spectacular display of aquatic talent

THE inaugural Night Aquatic
Show, themed “Around the
World”, commenced with an
unexpected delight at the Setia
SPICE Aquatic Centre recently.

Master of Ceremony Carolyn
Ooi, took on the role of an air
stewardess and surprised the
audience by appearing beside
the swimming pool.

In a playful twist, Carolyn
as the air stewardess, then in-
structed the audience to buckle
up, creating an immersive expe-
rience as the “plane” geared up
for take-off from Penang airport.

The promise of an exciting
aquatic journey to 10 countries
around the world would set the
stage for an evening of captivat-
ing performances.

The audience, now trans-
formed into passengers, eagerly
awaited the unfolding spectacle
as 60-0dd artistic swimmers
assumed the roles of the main
cast.

A diverse array of solo, duet,
and team performances took
centre stage, each segment
simulating the virtual plane’s
stops in exotic locations like
Thailand, China, South Korea,
Japan, New York, Hawaii, Brazil,
Africa, and India.

Among the performers were
predominantly young swim-
mers, with the youngest aged
six, showcasing their remark-
able talents.

Adding a touch of experience
to the ensemble was a senior
group, with the oldest partici-
pant being 58 years old.

The show featured seven
national synchronised swim-
mers from Penang, who were
recently selected to represent
Malaysia in the Asian age
group competition in the Phil-
ippines in February.

The aquatic show also
showcased the country’s top-
ranked mixed duet of Koh
Hao Sean and Nuralynn Mohd
Shaari, along with three sets
of twins — Ow Yeng Rou Xuan

and Ow Yeng Rou Ern (16), Hor !

Wen Yee and Hor Wen Xin
(12) and Zoe Liew Jia
Xuen and Chloe Liew
Jia Yu (11).

In addition to
aquatic performanc-
es, “land” perfor- 8
mances took place
on the stage beside
the pool. For exam-
ple, when the virtual
plane reached South |

Korea, a young group of aquatic
performers seamlessly trans-
formed into K-pop artists, en-
chanting the crowd with vibrant
routines.

Towards the end of the show,
another remarkable moment
unfolded when an aquatic swim-
mer showcased her talent as a
belly dancer amidst the sounds
of Middle Eastern music.

While every member of the
team had a hand in the success
of the show, it was mission ac-
complished for the show’s di-
rector Tasha Jane
and aquatic coach

Shona Wee.

They
start-
e d
the
Pen-

ang Phoenix Artistic Swimming
Academy last February before
moving from Relau Sports Cen-
tre to the Setia SPICE Aquatic
Centre to raise awareness
about artistic swimming and
support the state team.
Penang State Sports
Council director Harry
Chai Heng Hua, who
was among the spec-
tators, expressed im-
mense joy and pride
\ Wee (left) and Tasha

are instrumental in
the show's success.

A participant
does an
. ~.acrobatic act.

in the accomplishments of the
artistic team.

He commended their continu-
ous effort to expand synchro-
nised swimming and attract a
growing number of athletes.

After about one-and-a-half
hours of performance, the Night
Aquatic Show concluded as
Carolyn announced the plane’s
landing at the Penang Interna-
tional Airport, thanking them
(the audience) for choosing the
imaginary Air Phoenix.

Potential enthusiasts can call
Wee at 012-2076025.
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