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uStory by Christopher Tan

IVEN Penang’s position as a ma-
G"or contributor to the country’s

otal investment, it is essential
to enhance the infrastructure network in
the state, said Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow.

Debating the motion of thanks to the
royal address in the Dewan Rakyat on
March 7, Chow again urged Putrajaya to
expedite the approval for the implemen-
tation of the Juru-Sungai Dua highway
project.

“Annually, the Penang government
has submitted requests to the federal
government to implement the project to
mitigate worsening traffic congestion on
the North-South Expressway from the
Juru toll to the Sungai Dua toll.

“The worsening traffic congestion has
impacted the industrial sector as well as
road users commuting between Penang
island and Seberang Perai,” he said.

Chow also spoke about the urgency
of implementing the Perak-Penang water
project.

“Penang has been waiting for the im-
plementation of the water project since
2011.

“The project will not only benefit water
consumers in Penang, but also consum-
ers in the northern states of Peninsula
Malaysia.

“It is hoped that the agreement for
the related project can be finalised and
implemented this year,” Chow, who is
also Batu Kawan MP, added.

On matters regarding the North Sea-
front Masterplan, Chow said the master-
plan encompasses 14 public infrastruc-
ture and civic space projects, with a total
cost of RM140 million funded by the Pen-

ang government, the Penang Island City
Council (MBPP), and Think City Sdn Bhd.

“Seven projects have been complet-
ed, and one is scheduled for completion
in 2025. Some RM80 million has been
used up by MBPP and the state govern-
ment as of now.

“Meanwhile, the East Seafront proj-
ect is still in the planning phase. Most
sites are under the ownership of Penang
Port Commission (PPC) and concession
holder, Penang Port Sdn Bhd (PPSB).

“The state government, represented
by the George Town Conservation and
Development Corporation (GTCDC) and
MBPP, is ready to collaborate with the
federal government through the Trans-
port Ministry , PPC and Railway Assets
Corporation.

“This collaboration aims to ensure
that the proposed development along the
coastline of Penang island aligns with the
masterplan and Special Area Plan, taking
into consideration the aspects and fea
tures of the existing heritage.

“The Penang government seeks
cooperation from federal government
agencies for further discussions to
achieve Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs),” Chow said.

In his debate, Chow also touched
on Penang being the top state in the
country with approved investments of
RM71.9 billion in 2023.

Penang was followed by Kuala Lum-
pur (RM58.3 billion), Selangor (RM55.3
billion), Johor (RM43.1 billion) and Ke-
dah (RM28.7 billion).

“Penang also remains a key exporter
in Malaysia as of December 2023, con-
tributing 31.5% to the nation’s total ex-
ports,” he said.

Chow added that Penang stands out

Development drive

as one of the best states based on per-
formance indicators such as investment
(both domestic and foreign), exports,
tax collection, state debt repayment re-
cords, national audit reports, and other
relevant measures.

“We have successfully maintained

this position even during the Covid-19
pandemic and amidst the global eco-
nomic downturn.

“Therefore, it is appropriate for Pen-
ang to request that the federal govern-
ment continues to pay attention to our
state,” Chow said.

Chow being briefed on the waste management |ssue during the event.

Going digital can help solve solid waste issue

CHIEF Minister Chow Kon Yeow empha-
sised the potential enhancement of sol-
id waste management through digitalisa-
tion efforts.

Sharing his experience during his
tenure as the state Local Government
executive councillor previously, Chow re-
flected on the challenges in dealing with
waste disposal.

"As time goes on, | believe that ad-
vancing digjital technology can signifi-
cantly address the solid waste manage-
ment issue.

"This initiative can lead to a cleaner
system and benefit the local community.

"The concept of a circular economy
offers a transformative approach to
waste management, one that not only
mitigates environmental impact but also
unlocks economic opportunities.

"This marks a pivotal moment in Ma-
laysia's journey towards a circular econ-
omy," said Chow during the International
Solid Waste Association (ISWA) Beacon
Conference Asia 2024 dinner recently.

Chow conveyed his appreciation to
ISWA, the Waste Management Asso-
ciation of Malaysia (WMAM), the Waste
Management and Recycling Association
of Singapore (WMRAS), and the Indone-
sia Solid Waste Association (INSWA) for
their dedicated efforts.

Chow added Malaysia has taken
proactive steps to seize opportunities
in embracing the circular economy
concept.

WMAM chairman Ho De Leong ex-
pressed hope for meaningful discus-
sions and idea exchange among the
conference attendees.
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Dutch firm opens second plant
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CTIFORCE, a renowned
Aglobal leader in the furni-

ure components indus-
try, has marked a significant
achievement by officially inaugu-
rating its state-ofthe-art plant in
Penang.

The new facility, located at
the Bukit Minyak industrial area,
spans approximately 13,300sq
ft

This marks Actiforce’s sec-
ond plant in Penang, comple-
menting the first which has been
operational in the same indus-
trial area since 2004.

Actiforce, hailing from the

Netherlands, is an integral part
of the Hettich Group in Germany,
renowned as one of the world’s
largest and most successful
manufacturers of furniture fit
tings.

Hettich Group owner and
chairman Dr Andreas Hettich
anticipated the new plant would
yield a revenue of RM148 mil-
lion in 2024, with 99% of it at-
tributed to the export market.

“This high-technology facility
stands as a testament to Acti-
force’s commitment to innova-
tion, sustainability and contin-
ued growth.

“This RM50 million manufac-
turing facility will play a pivotal
role in the holistic production of
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Welfare Department
aids child beggar

THE state Social Welfare De-
partment swiftly intervened
to safeguard the welfare and
safety of a one-year-and-nine-
month-old child, who was ini-
tially found accompanying an
elderly man begging on the
street.

Acknowledging the depart-
ment’s prompt response,
state Social Development,
Welfare, and Non-Islamic Re-
ligious Affairs Committee
chairman Lim Siew Khim com-
mended their quick action in
assisting the child.

“The public, after seeing the
elderly man and the child beg-
ging on the street in the South-
west district, made it viral on
Facebook due to concerns that
the elderly man might have kid-
napped the child.

“Later, they sent the child
to hospital for examination
to ensure that she is in good
condition.

“This led to further investi-
gation by the Welfare Depart-

ment, which then confirmed
that the little girl was indeed
the elderly man’s daughter.

“Today, the Welfare Depart-
ment contributed RM500 to
support the needy family. Well
done to the team for their
prompt help,” Lim said when
she visited the family at their
residence on Feb 5.

Lim also highlighted that the
welfare and safety of the child
are of utmost importance.

It is learnt that the child
is being taken care of by her
grandmother.

“The father of the child
works as a trishaw rider.

“We will also work together
with the Paya Terubong as-
semblyman’s service centre
to help the family,” Lim, who is
also Sungai Pinang assembly-
man, added.

Meanwhile, state Welfare
Department director Zakaria
Taib said his team would moni-
tor the family to ensure proper
care for the child.

integrated furnishing tools for
ergonomic furniture designs and
solutions.

“Our focus is on utilising the
finest raw materials, maintain-
ing stringent product quality
control, and achieving distribu-
tion targets,” Hettich said in
his speech before Chief Minis-
ter Chow Kon Yeow, officiated
the new manufacturing facility
recently.

Also present were Penang
Trade, Entrepreneurial Develop-
ment and Rural Development
Committee chairman Rashidi
Zinol, InvestPenang chief ex-
ecutive officer Datuk Loo Lee
Lian, Penang Mida (Malaysian
Investment Development Au-
thority) director Muhammad
Ghaddaffi Sardar Mohamed,
Actiforce chief financial officer
Harry Slingerland, Actiforce

chief innovation officer Holger
Fricke, Hettich Group manag-
ing directors Michael Lehmkuhl
and Jana Schonfeld.

Hettich also announced that
the opening of the new plant
would pave the way towards
creating employment opportu-
nities for local talents across
various categories.

He said currently Actiforce
has over 50 high-quality talents.

“As the business expands,
we anticipate a threefold in-
crease in the workforce, creating
job opportunities for a diverse
range of specialists and general-
ists,” he said.

Meanwhile, Chow commend-
ed Actiforce on achieving this
significant milestone.

He highlighted that Actiforce
specialises in  manufacturing
furniture and living solutions

crucial for diverse spaces such
as homes, offices, industry,
hospitality, education, and care
services.

Their core products are
mainly adjusted table frames,
hinges and control units,
amongst others.

“Today marks the celebration
of Actiforce’s new manufactur-
ing facility, a significant achieve-
ment after nearly two decades
of operations in Penang.

“This  state-ofthe-art fac-
tory stands as a testament to
Penang’s robust industrial eco-
system, instilling confidence in
industrial players and providing
opportunities for expansion, de-
velopment, and elevated growth.

“I am optimistic that Actiforce
will continue to derive numerous
benefits from its operations in
Penang,” said Chow.

Tan (front row, sixth from left) and Gooi (front row, seventh from left) in a group picture with the
Penang Befrienders team.

Addressing mental health issues
via collective effort

STATE Youth, Sports, and Health Committee
chairman Daniel Gooi emphasised the impor-
tance of working together as a community to cre-
ate a more inclusive and supportive environment
for those facing mental health challenges.

Gooi also stressed the need to dismantle the
stigma around mental health, an effort that ew-
eryone needs to contribute to.

Gooi added the Covid-19 pandemic has high-
lighted the importance of mental health.

“Your volunteers offer a listening ear, a
shoulder to lean on, and invaluable support to
those who are struggling to cope with life’s chal-
lenges,” Gooi said when he attended the Be-
frienders Penang 47th Annual General Meeting
on March 2.

“In a world where mental health struggles of-
ten go unnoticed, your organisation serves as
a beacon of hope and a lifeline for individuals
experiencing emotional distress,” he added.

During the event, Gooi announced a contribu-
tion of RM10,000 from the state government to
Befrienders Penang.

Befrienders Penang patron Tan Lean Kee,
who is the wife of Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,

hoped Penang Befrienders would strongly send
the message that “it is okay to feel not okay”
during their outreach programmes.

“It is important to convey this message espe-
cially among the youth at colleges, universities,
schools, and even among primary school and
preschool children.

“The youngsters are our future, so we need to
build high resilience among them.

“There is also a need to reach out to the work-
force. | hope that YB Daniel will make the mental
health well-being of Penangites his priority,” Tan
added.

Penang Befrienders chairman lvan Ho shared
that efforts to publicise Befrienders’ services
are ongoing.

“We intend to create more awareness about
the existence of Befrienders through advertise-
ments on public buses and even by sending leaf-
lets through food riders.”

Penang Befrienders can be contacted via its
hotline at 04-291 0100 or Whatsapp at 011-
5670 6261 or by email at pat@befpen.org.

For further information on the organisation,
log onto www.befpen.org.
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$§ of March 5, Penang
has achieved 90.3% of
G coverage across all

populated areas, says state
Infrastructure, Transport and
Digital Committee chairman
Zairil Khir Johari.

He said when compared to
the deployment of 5G across
other major cities in the coun-
try, including Klang Valley and
other key areas in Selangor
and Kuala Lumpur, Penang is
doing well despite initiating the
process slightly later.

“So far, Digital Nasional Ber-
had (DNB), the entity responsi-
ble for deploying 5G structures
nationwide, has completed
416 5G-related structures.

Penang almost=i
completely |

“This 90.3% coverage cer-
tainly surpassed our expecta-
tions, and as for the remaining
areas that are yet to be cow-
ered, work is currently ongoing
and we hope to reach 100% as
soon as possible,” he said dur-
ing the Telecommunication In-
dustry Development workshop
on March 5.

Meanwhile, on the ongoing
works to establish monopole
transmission towers next to the
Penang Bridge, Zairil said about
62% of the work has been com-
pleted, with the anticipated con-
clusion by the end of this year.

Spearheaded by Tenaga Nasi-
onal Berhad (TNB), the RM500
million project, once completed,
will be able to generate 2,000
megawatts (MW) of electricity
supply to the island.

Connecting the Perai Power

ﬂArtist's impression of the

% “monopole transmission towers.

Station (SJ) Main Inlet Substa-
tion (PMU) to the Light PMU
in Penang, the project would
directly connect the electricity
supply from the national grid
to Penang through an overhead

line transmission from the

mainland to the island.
Elaborating further, Zairil

said as of March 5, three

monopole towers out of the to-

tal 32 were already up.

“Out of the 32 towers, six
will be designed to look like be-
tel nuts, instilling an iconic feel
and resembling the state in a
special, unique manner,” he
added.
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Site managers

Immerse in

cultural

extravaganza
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TIE welcoming dinner for the “We
Are Site Managers International
Symposium” turned out to be a rich
cultural experience and fun for 160 rep-
resentatives from 37 countries recently.

The participants, who attended a five-
day symposium in Penang from March
1 to 5, had earlier in the day immersed
themselves in engaging discourses and
dialogues.

They added a touch of cultural flair to
the evening by donning their respective
national costumes during the dinner.

Hosted by George Town World Heri-
tage Incorporated (GTWHI), the event
showcased a diverse array of local cul-
tural dances.

Natalyn Oye Addo, from Ghana, rose
from her chair and let her hair down as
she joined the lively dancing line.

“The event was truly fascinating as
we experienced different facets of Ma-

laysian culture and witnessed different
dances,” said Natalyn, a site manager
for Forts and Castles, Volta, Greater
Accra, Central and Western Regions in
Ghana.

Another participant, Elinar A.E. Sae-
mundsen, the director of Thingvellier Na-
tional Park, a historic site in Iceland, said
he would miss Penang after his month-
long stay here.

“The cultural performances have
been so amazing. They embody every-
thing | have actually experienced in the
last month, as | have been with George
Town World Heritage Incorporated under
a fellowship programme.

“These events sum up both the rich
food and the vibrant culture. And | am
very happy about it,” Saemundsen said.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow, who
was the guest of honour, extended a
warm welcome to all the participants in
his speech.

He hoped the symposium would gen-

Chow strumming a sape as he and
Ang (left) pose with Sada Borneo band
members for a group photo.

erate fruitful dialogues that would con-
tribute to sustainable actions and imple-
mentations for all.

He said Penang was presented with a
unique opportunity to preserve the inner
city for its intrinsic values and foster a
greater appreciation for heritage when
George Town was designated a Unesco
site in 2008.

“Beyond the architectural marvels that
grace our cityspace, it is the profound es-
sence of multicultural co-existence that
truly defines the spirit of our community,”
Chow said.

Among those present at the event
were assemblymen Teh Lai Heng (Kom-
tar) and Wong Yuee Harng (Pengkalan
Kota), Penang Island City Council may-
or Datuk A. Rajendran, Chief Minister
Incorporated general manager Datin
S. Bharathi, Moe Chiba (section chief
and programme specialist for culture at
Unesco Office in Jakarta), GTWHI gen-
eral manager Dr Ang Ming Chee and
Dr Abdulelah Al-Tokhais (chairman of
Unesco 45th Extended World Heritage
Session).
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Strong Penang-China
ties boost for trade,
investment

PENANG’s diplomatic relations with
China have not only opened doors for
enhanced trade and investment but
have also cultivated strong bonds of
friendship between both sides.

State Tourism and Creative Econ-
omy Committee chairman Wong Hon
Wai extended his gratitude for the
robust bilateral ties between Pen-
ang and China during the closing
ceremony of the Belt Road Initiative
(BRI) 10th Anniversary Nationwide
Tour recently.

The tour included a series of
roundtable meetings and seminars
across the country.

The seminar, titled “Embracing
the Past, Shaping the Future: A BRI
Story of Penang and China”, served
as an inclusive platform, inviting
members of the public to participate
in an insightful dialogue.

"Our ties in trade, investment, and
tourism flourished, progressing from
strength to strength. Recent mile-
stones, such as the Malaysia-China
visa-free policy and the introduction
of direct flights from Penang to Chi-
na, mark a significant leap forward.

"The increase in the number of
direct flights to Xiamen, operated
daily by Xiamen Air, underscores
the deepening connectivity between
our regions. This development facili-
tates smoother travel and strength-
ens economic and cultural ties.

"This Belt and Road Initiative
aligns with Penang's commitment
to sustainable and environmentally
responsible  economic  develop-
ment," said Wong, who is also Paya
Terubong assemblyman, during his
speech.

With the 50th anniversary of dip-
lomatic relations between Malay-
sia and China this year, Wong said
these strong ties cement a source
of strength.

Ding Qiao, the Chinese vice con-
sul-general in Penang, expressed
her appreciation for the common un-
derstanding between Malaysia and
China, especially acknowledging the
various initiatives developed by both
nations.
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Meet Melody King
Dhilip Varman

=Story by Kevin Vimal
=Pix by Kevin Vimal and Dhilip
Varman

HE great English play-

T wright and poet William

Shakespeare said: “If mu-

sic be the food of love, play on.”

The language of music is pro-

found and universal, a shared
element understood by all.

There’s one allrounder by
the name of Dhilip Varman (pix)
who is popular among the Indian
community in the country for his
mesmerising voice that often
captivates the hearts of not only
the ladies but men too.

Born and bred in Penang,
Dhilip, 41, has been producing
music for the past 20 years, and
still has the potential to make a
significant impact on the Malay-
sian music industry.

On March 1, Buletin Mutiara

visited Dhilip at his residence
in Simpang Ampat, to under-
stand further about his back-
ground and journey in the mu-
sic industry.

Hailing from a family with
deep musical roots, particu-
larly his father P. Sunder, Dhilip
said his life in this industry was
shaped based on where he
came from.

“My father was a musician,
and he was part of a music
band many years ago, and | was
naturally infused with his traits.

“Although | was a natural-
born musician, | had to struggle
during my early years. | earned
an average of RM20 for each
local concert or wedding recep-
tion | performed at.

“It was those challenging mo-
ments that somewhat played a
part in shaping my subsequent
success.

“I made my debut in 2002
when | was offered a chance
to sing on an album called
‘Rogkwave Naveenam’,” and
the song's title is ‘lru Kangal
Pesum’.

“Subsequently, | started
working with notable directors in
the Tamil industry in Malaysia,
and several songs that became
hits include ‘Uyirai Tholaithen’,
‘Meendum Meendum’, ‘Kana-
vellam Neethaney’ and many
others,” Dhilip said.

What many may not know
is that Dhilip doesn’t only
sing, but he is also a music
composer, lyricist, sound engj-
neer, mixer and editor. He can
also play many types of instru-
ments, such as the veena, gui-
tar, violin and others.

Throughout his 20-year
journey in the music industry,
Dhilip has bagged numerous

well-deserved awards.

Among the most recent
ones is the Uprising Compos-
er Ezhuzimigu Music by Dr APJ
Abdul Kalam People Welfare
from India (2022) and many
others.

In 2023, he won the ‘Popu-
lar Music Composer of 2023’
at the Astro Ulagam Award
ceremony.

Besides his extensive work
in the industry, Dhilip is also
a one-of-a-kind musician as he

has contributed to the educa-
tion sector.

He has composed and sung
for schools such as SIJKT
Bukit Mertajam, SJKT Ladang
Rini and SJKT Ladang Jawi on
the mainland.

On his plans, Dhilip is fo-
cused on organising a sym-
phony orchestra on a big scale
in Penang and is determined
to set up an academy with a
primary focus on training the
younger generation.

ABOUT 200 participants, includ-
ing waste management experts,
technology providers and profes-
sionals with common interests,
gathered recently for the Interna-
tional Solid Waste Association
(ISWA) Beacon Conference Asia
2024.

Held for the first time in Pen-
ang, the regional collaborative
conference was a joint effort of
the Waste Management Associa-
tion of Malaysia (WMAM), Waste
Management and Recycling As-
sociation of Singapore (WMRAS)
and Indonesia Solid Waste Asso-
ciation (INSWA).

The event, endorsed by the
International Solid Waste Asso-
ciation (ISWA), centred around
the theme “Realising the Value
of Circular Economy”.

During the conference, Jason
H'ng Mooi Lye, the Penang state
exco for Local Government and
Town and Country Planning, de-
livered an insightful address.

He urged participants to har-
ness the power of innovation and
ingenuity to develop sustainable
solutions that transcend borders
and inspire change.

“Let us continue to chart a
course towards a world where
waste is not a burden, but a valu-
able resource to be cherished,
conserved and repurposed for
everyone's benefit.

“Let us seize this opportu-

Need to harness innovation for circular economy

nity with courage and convic-
tion, know that the decisions we
make today will shape the world
tomorrow,” he said.

He added that since the
inception of the “No Plas-
tic Bag” campaign in 2009,
Penang has successfully re-
shaped the behaviour of busi-
nesses and citizens.

The statewide endeavour not
only led to a remarkable reduc-
tion of 33 million plastic bags
but has had a positive impact
on environmental sustainability.

Furthermore, he said, Pen-
ang has invested heavily in
infrastructure development to
support a circular economy ap-

e E—

proach to waste management.

Among the attendees were
Muhamad Husni Mahmud, Un-
dersecretary of Local Govern-
ment Division, Penang State
Secretariat Office; Ho De Le-
ong, chairman, Waste Manage-
ment Association of Malaysia
(WMAM); Melissa Tan, chair-
man of Waste Management &
Recycling Association of Singa-
pore (WMRAS); M. Satya Ok-
tamalandi,  secretary-general
Indonesia Solid Waste Asso-
ciation (InSWA); Ahmad Zabri
Mohamed Sarajudin, director
of Urban Services Department,
Seberang Perai City Council;
Aditi Ramola, technical direc-

———

Ahmad Zabri showing some of the recyclable products on display
to H’ng (third from right) and other attendees at the ISWA Beacon

Conference Asia 2024.

tor, International Solid Waste
Association and Tam Hoang,
Sustainable Urbanisation Spe-
cialist, UN-Habitat Multi-Country
Programme Office.

According to the Housing
and Local Government Min-
istry, Malaysia generates ap-
proximately 38,000 tonnes of
solid waste daily.

While Malaysia faces big

challenges in solid waste man-
agement, Ho said the federal
government has implemented
various measures to address
these challenges.

Tan said in 2023 alone, a
staggering 2.3 billion tonnes of
municipal waste burdened our
planet, with projections omi-
nously pointing to a daunting
3.8 billion tonnes by 2050.
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ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ‘ NAMA

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

ET 04-2260218
04 -226 0218

MAY 1-— 15, 2024

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Dr. Mohamad Abdul Hamid
mohdhamid@penang.gov.my

ET 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

No Tel/ No Faks

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 -261 8715

N.01 PENAGA _ PENANG CARE SOCIETY iHotline
YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah (T) T) 821 - 63% 9;%’:
N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL

! . DAP PENANG HQ T) 04 - 228 8482
YB Bukhori Ghazali M dappenang@dapmalaysia.org }p{ 04 - 228 8514
N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-397 0115
YB Mohd Sobri Salleh m

N.15 PADANG LALANG

N.05 SUNGAI DUA
YB Muhammad Fauzi Yusoff

M

YB Dato’ Seri Sundarajoo A/L Somu
nlé.kadunperai@gmail.com

YB Gooi Zi Sen (T) 04 - 530 3028
izisen nan v.m
N.16 PERAI

(T) 04 - 397 3600

N.0é TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Azmi Alang

M

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
ni19dunjawi@gmail.com

T) 04 - 594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YB Izhar Shah Arif Shah

U]

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Rashidi Bin Zinol

n2Isgachehpk@gmail.com

ET% 04 - 593 2408
E

N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Amir Hamzah Abdul Hashim

M

N.12 PENANTI
YB Zulkefli Bakar

M

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

tanjongbunga@bukitbendera.org

T) 04 - 818 3866
F) 04 - 262 5952

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Nor Zamri Latiff

U]

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim

limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Mohamad Shukor Zakariah

M

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Wong Hon Wai
wonghonwail973@gmail.com

EB 04 - 826 1898

N.40 TELOK BAHANG
YB Muhamad Kasim

M

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Fahmi Zainol
fahmizainol@penang.gov.my

EB 04 - 293 7545

N.02 BERTAM

YB Datuk Seri Reezal Merican Naina
Merican
dsrmpusatkhidmat@gmail.com

04 -293 7546
7

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU
YB Phee Syn Tze
n07sungaipuyu@gmail.com

m 012 - 428 5594
F

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Chee Yeeh Keen

cheeyeehkeen@gmail.com

E,T:; 018-388 6317

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Kumaran Krishnan @ Calvin
bagandalamn09@gmail.com

T) 04 - 313 1002
i

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee
berapit@dappg.org

ET% 017 - 813 3509
F) 04 - 540 0006

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon
kllee78@gmail.com

ET% 013-399 0519
F) 04 - 551 1442

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my

ST% 04 - 507 5001
F) 04 - 507 5001

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

T) 04 - 502 5818
F) 04 - 506 2138

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng
dapairputih@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 829 0614

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA

YB Lee Boon Hen
Igggggnhgng%@g’gmgil.ggm

(T) 011 - 2773 6684

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Woo Sze Zeng
joshuawoosz@gmail.com

(H) 016 - 417 2548

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Wong Yuee Harng

pengkalankota@dappg.org

ET% 04 - 299 2574
E

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtar@dappg.org

T) 016 - 270 6808
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
ongahteong@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Tan Hooi Peng

n32seridelima@gmail.com

SB 04 - 659 5611

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airitamdap@gmail.com

T) 016 - 421 9143
F) 04 -829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam

kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Dato’ Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976

Talian Kecemasan & Perkhidmatan Awam

POLIS, AMBULANS, BOMBA 999

& PENYELAMAT

DIREKTORI TELEFON 103
OPERATOR ANTARABANGSA 101
HOTLINE MBPP 04-263 7637
ANGKATAN PERTAHANAN AWAM  04-228 9012
BIRO PENGADUAN AWAM 04-263 6893
SEKRETARIAT KERAJAAN NEGERI 04-262 1957
PBA (PUSAT PANGGILAN 24 JAM)  04-255 8255
KASTAM 04-262 2300
IMIGRESEN 04-250 3419

WCC (Women’s Centre for Change) 04-228 0342
Pusat Perknidmatan Wanita (Seberang)04-398 8340

EPF
SOCSO

04-226 1000
04-238 9888

JPJ 04-656 4131
04-398 8809

JABATAN PENDAFTARAN 04-226 5161

PENANG GLOBAL TOURISM (PGT) 04-263 1166

TOURISM MALAYSIA 04-261 0058
KERETAPI BUKIT BENDERA 04-828 8880
FERI (GEORGETOWN) 04-210 2363

( BUTTERWORTH) 04-310 2377
JAMBATAN PP 04-398 7419

STESEN KERETAPI BUTTERWORTHO04-261 0290

PERSATUAN PERLINDUNGAN  04-829 4046

KANAK-KANAK

D'HOME CARELINE 04-291 0111

CAP 04-829 9511

BEFRIENDERS PENANG 04-291 0100
011-5670 6261

PERPUSTAKAAN PP 04-229 8555

0 penanglawancovid19
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SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MBSP 2023
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MBSP 04- 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
A Y ff 016 - 461 6390
nuarusse 1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut Penyelia 013 - 449 0366
Bahagian
Benson Neoh Kah Wei 012 - 402 0923 Kewarganegaraan
Bernard Cheen Goon 012 402 0923 2. K. Velan Barat Daya 018 -394 4537
Hooi
3. Joseph Tan Seberang Perai ) ) 011 - 5628 5600
_ Utara Pejabat Bahagian
Chong Wei Hoong 012 - 484 9693 Kewarganegaraan Pulau Pinang,
- ] Tingkat 46, KOMTAR
4. K. Dasirani Seberang Perai 012 -412 2375
Datuk Mohd Noor 019-473 1172 Tengah 04 - 650 5105

Ahmad

Dato’ Omar Haji Abdul
Hamid

019 - 577 0800

5. M. Nakulan

Seberang Perai
Selatan

010 -462 0073

Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.

Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 - 261 2460 Nota:
Lim Chee Chien 012 - 521 9894 SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS
MBPP 2023

Linggeswaran a/I 013 -419 9071 Nama Telefon
Charmar

MBPP 04 - 259 2020
Muhammad Fadzli 011-1109 6646 Abdul Latif Mohamad 012 -248 5016
Roslan

Alan Lim Wei Lun 017 - 343 3995
Muhammad Fitri Termizi 011-31127702 Bakar Noordin 012 - 495 6347

Benji Ang Ming Quan 012 - 423 3227
Ng Wai Leong 016 - 4155494

Chan Soon Aun 012 - 485 0728
Ng Yee Siang 010 - 562 2698 Choong You Ray 012-456 1133

Datuk Haji Abdul Razak Abdul 012 - 464 6277
Ngoh Cheng Hai 017 - 979 0933 Rahman

David Chen Wooi Teong 012-4921114
Norly Masitah 013 - 582 2503 Hari Krishnan a/l Ramakrishnan 010 - 505 5571
Mohamed Noor

Koay Gaik Kee 016 - 447 5088
N hani -
Mopaaal | 019 -477 3784 Lee Seng Hwai 016 - 440 6798

Mohd Faruk Abdul Rahman 012-552 1820
Nurhidayah Che Rose 010 - 388 7977

Mohd Hafiz Abd. Aziz 019 - 480 6273
Nur Aishah Zainol 019 - 407 6197 N

Mohd Roshidi Roslan 019 - 555 6607

. Mohd Suhairi Arumugam 016 - 521 3369

Ong Jing Cheng 012-758 3779 Abdullah

Ooi Mei Mei 011-1443 8734
Ooi Yong Wooi 016 -421 1196 .

Quah Boon Lim 017 - 462 2431
Ponnudurai a/l 012- 4233578 N El e o1y - Slieetrs
V Anthony Srinvasagam

Saiful Azwan Abd. Malik 016 - 465 2787
Predeeb Kumar a/I 016 - 498 5421 : ; _
Kalidass Shafiz Rahim Raja 012 - 426 8926

Tan Chiew Choon 019 - 470 4499
Teh Chuann Yien 010 - 441 7749

Tan Soo Siang 012 - 475 2453

Theng Jie Wey 016-4187108
Zainuddin Mohamed 012 - 479 4200

Vickneson a/l Rajendran 016 - 489 6162
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A call to in

generation

uStory by K.H. Ong
=Pix by Siew Chia En

young was something dear

to her heart when author
and publisher Datin Josephine
Yoong wrote her first book,
“Timmy Tapir Learns to Do
What's Right”, in 2012.

At the core of this children’s
book lies a powerful message
about integrity, and the impor-
tance of cultivating the right val-
ues in children.

“What | really want children
to learn is that integrity is do-
ing what is right even if no-
body is looking.

“My heart is basically to
see the next generation of
leaders arise with integrity to
serve the nation.

“Somehow, | was led to delve
into nation-building through this
book,” Yoong told Buletin Mu-
tiara in a recent interview at
Precious Pages, her bookshop
located at 19b, Codrington Av-
enue in Pulau Tikus.

The book has also been
translated into Bahasa Malay-
sia and Chinese.

The choice of a tapir, a black
and white endangered Malay-
sian animal, as the central char-
acter in the book, is particularly
fitting as it has no grey areas, or
compromise when it comes to
matters of integrity.

In the book, Timmy, the tapir,
embarks on a journey to meet
different animals and seeks
their perspective of what it
means to do what is right.

“When he meets different ani-
mals, Timmy discusses a range
of values. These include doing
to others what you want others
to do to you, showing respect
to teachers, honouring parents,
speaking the truth, giving one’s
best effort, and serving the poor.

“Of the values discussed, my
favourite is the concept of low
ing and serving the nation. In
the end, all the characters in the
book spell out the word ‘INTEG-
RITY,”” she said.

Yoong did not set out to be
an author or publisher when she
moved from Kuala Lumpur to
Penang following her marriage
to a cardiologist from Sabah in
1997.

IMPACTING the lives of the

Four years earlier, she had
graduated from the University
of Melbourne, obtained her CPA
while working at KPMG and suc-
cessfully completed her MBA
with the University of Hull.

Her primary focus then after
the birth of her first child 25
years ago was and still is on edu-
cational toys.

“When | had my first child, |
was very interested in educa-
tional toys for children. | read
about brain stimulation using
flashcards and all that.

“Then, | got connected with
an individual in the toy business.
Later, her partner left the coun-
try, so she was stuck with all
these toys.

“I really love playing toys with
my children. Then, when | as-
sisted in selling the toys, the
response was overwhelming.
Mothers were delighted and we
sold out everything.

“From there, | realised this
is my current interest because
of my children, and the shared
enthusiasm of other parents for
educational toys.

“So, | began to import other
educational toys and sold them
from home. Collaborating with
other parents, we also started
baby groups, mothertoddler
groups and all that. Then, in
2006, | felt | wanted to have a
shop for educational toys.

“I have always had an inter-
est in business, that is why |
did my MBA. What | was pas-
sionate about then was educa-
tional toys.

“It was also a good way to

S

The FINTEGRITY board game teaches young ones to practise

meet other mothers and for my
child to play with other children
because | was new to Penang
at that time,” said Yoong.

Yoong’s toy business flour-
ished, and mothers began to
inquire about parenting books.

So, she began to bring in par-
enting books, followed by some
children’s books, leadership
books, Christian books and
general books.

After operating her shop in
Lorong Selamat for some years,
she decided to relocate to the

e

good money management habits and life values.

ook, 'Timmy
fapir Learns

current venue at Codrington Av-
enue about three years ago.

“We know we cannot com-
pete with all the big book-
shops, so we focus on Pen-
ang books, and publications
by local authors.

“I think in this shop we may
have books by about at least 60
different local authors. | feel a
lot of bookshops don’t highlight
the local authors.

“l want to highlight local au-
thors because | believe many
have come up with wonderful

works. | believe in telling local
stories because there is so
much richness in our heritage
and culture,” Yoong explained.

In the toy section of the book-
shop, Yoong features works
from about 10 different local in-
ventors, many of them women.

One of her joys in publish-
ing involved a book featuring
drawings of an autistic boy ac-
companied by poems written
by his sister.

Yoong firmly believes words
have the power to change lives,
and all of us have the power to
influence the young.

In a world where integrity
seems increasingly rare in
business, politics, or the mar-
ketplace, Yoong stresses that
teaching children to do the right
thing can make a significant dif-
ference.

“Let’s plant the seed of in-
tegrity in their hearts. | believe
we will see game-changers. |
desire to see a generation of fu-
ture leaders who will do what is
right,” Yoong concluded.

Her shop is open daily from
10.30am to 6.30pm, except on
Sundays.

Gift items, including Monopoly Penang, are available at the
shop.
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Fort Comwallis seu
toopenonluly 7°

=Story by Kevin Vimal
=Pix by Siew Chia En

ENANGITES will soon have anoth-
Per place to spend family time when

the south moat of Fort Cornwal-
lis, currently undergoing renovation, is
opened to the public on July 7.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow said
once the restoration works are complet-
ed, the public can enjoy the component,
which is part of the broader Fort Cornwal-
lis restoration project.

The restoration of the west moat, how-
ever, is slated for later completion and
will be open to the public from July 7,
2025. - I

“There is still a lot £t%
of work to be done
but we are happy to
note that the south
moat will be open
this year, allowing
the public to enjoy
part of this historic
structure,” Chow
said after visiting
Fort Cornwallis on
March 2.

The RM20 mil-
lion project is be-

ing implemented by Hamdan (right) briefing Chow about the progress of the
Fort Cornwallis project. Looking on is Siravo (left).

George Town Con-

servation and Development Corporation
(GTCDC), a partnership between Penang
Chief Minister Incorporated and Think
City with the Aga Khan Trust for Culture
as the technical adviser.

It is learnt that about RM10 million
was spent on excavation and works
around the fort for the moats, and an-
other RM10 million will be spent to com-
plete it.

Meanwhile, Think City managing direc-
tor Hamdan Abdul Majeed said the store-
rooms of the fort, which were conserved
and restored, will be opened as a fort
museum by the end of this year.

“At this point, works on displaying the
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Inspiring young innovators

THE future for young innovators and
entrepreneurs in Penang looks promis-
ing, thanks to the state's initiative to
embark on an entrepreneurial mindset
among youths.

Stare Local Government, Town and
Country Planning Committee chairman
H'ng Mooi Lye foresees a brighter pros-
pect for the future generation, especially
with the engagement and enthusiasm
shown by them.

He highlighted the success of the
Penang2030 Innovation Bootcamp for
Secondary School Students as a shining
example of this vision.

“We embarked on this journey with a
clear goal to foster an innovative mindset
among them.

"They can shine in Penang," he said
during the event at Penang Science Clus-
ter (PSC).

Supported by the state government,
the bootcamp was a movement to em-
power youths to be the drivers of social
and economic change.

Having observed their innovative proj-
ects, H'ng acknowledged and appreci-
ated the creative ideas demonstrated by

the young minds.

"Your innovative ideas and entrepre-
neurial ventures are key to our state's
prosperity and sustainability," he said.

Batu Uban assemblyman A. Kumare-
san, who is also a member of the Science
and Technology Committee, was amazed
at the creativity shown by the youths.

"At the age of 15, they can come out
with innovation projects, and present
their works well," he said, praising their
remarkable achievement.

H'ng, Kumaresan, and other guests
also joined the tour and visited the stu-
dents' booths.

Chung Ling High School emerged
champions of the Penang2030 Innova-
tion Bootcamp and walked away with
RM500 top prize; SMJK Heng Ee Bayan
Baru was the first runners-up, earning a
RM300 cash prize while SMK Kampong
Dato' Ahmad Said and SMK Permatang
Pasir finished joint fourth, each receiving
RM200.

Among those who attended the event
were Penang2030 representative Teh
Yee Teng, and PSC programme manager
Susan Chong.
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contents are taking place, and we are
looking at about November or December
to open it to the public,” he said.

In a related development, Chow said
the current Astaka Kota Selera, which is
one of the components under the Fort
Cornwallis project, will be relocated tem-
porarily to make way for a reconstruction
project soon.

“The Astaka will be relocated only
within the vicinity,” he said.

Among others present during the visit
earlier were Deputy Finance Minister and
Tanjong MP Lim Hui Ying, Penang Island
City Council (MBPP) mayor Datuk A.
Rajendran, Chief Minister Incorporated
(CMI) general manager Datin Bharathi
Suppiah, Think City International senior
director Dr Matt Benson, Think City tech-
nical director (conservation) Francesco
Siravo and Aga Khan Trust for Culture
general manager Luis Monreal Agusti.
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Wei Tiong enjoying running
barefoot at one of the events.
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uStory by Edmund Lee
\ ®Pix courtesy of Chua

Wei Tiong

EASONED journal-

ists would remark

that it’'s not a big
story when a dog bites a
man, but it's a huge story
when a man bites a dog]!

Likewise, hundreds of
thousands of runners in
their branded running shoes
is no great picture; but the
guy who will stand out is the
barefoot runner.

Chua Wei Tiong, affection-
ately known as Jones among
his friends and in the running
fraternity, is one of those bare-

' foot runners.

Wei Tiong decided to go
barefoot after his inaugural par-
ticipation in the Penang Interna-
tional Half-Marathon in 2009.

“l decided to discard the
shoes during both training and
competition. Running barefoot, |

believe, offers unique benefits.

“After my first half-marathon
in 2009, | embraced barefoot
running, and since then | have
been enjoying it.

"While some argue that run-
ning on public roads may lead
to knee injuries, | have not en-
countered any such issues. To
me, our public roads are fairly
well maintained.

“I believe that natural running
without footwear minimises the
impact on our knees. We of
ten overlook the fact that spe-
cific footwear or running shoes
might not suit our feet. There-
fore, running barefoot helps
strengthen our foot muscles,
contributing to the stabilisation
of a flat arch,” Wei Tiong said.

But Wei Tiong has a word of
caution for diabetic runners. He
advises them to take precau-
tionary measures to avoid po-
tential foot injuries.

“| strongly advise that diabet-
ic runners stay clear of running
barefoot or consult a medical
practitioner. For a diabetic, it
may take a long healing process
for wounds,” said Wei Tiong,
who hails from Kangar in Perlis.

Following his first half-mara-
thon run in 2009 as a casual
entrant to secure the coveted
finishing medal, Wei Tiong de-
veloped a profound passion

MAY 1-— 15, 2024

Leaving a mark as
barefoot marathoner

for running.

Initially, Wei Tiong was a bas-
ketball player before he ven-
tured into extreme sports.

Then, he chose to become a
long-distance runner.

Standing at about 180cm
tall and weighing 60kg, Wei
Tiong is a motivator for aspir-
ing young runners.

He has taken on the role of
guiding a group of novice run-
ners to enhance their timing
and encourage them to adopt a
healthy lifestyle.

"I have mentored several
amateur runners, and | am glad
to see them achieving their per-
sonal bests," he said.

A website designer by profes-
sion, Wei Tiong is a skilled clay
and digjtal sculptor and mold
maker.

Aside from work, he consis-
tently dedicates considerable
effort to his barefoot running
programmes.

Through his training, he con-
sistently has bettered his per-
sonal records in various run cat-
egories, including 5km, 10km,
21km or even full marathons
spanning 42km.

After registering 2 hours 50
minutes in his first half-mara-
thon, he successfully achieved
his target of bringing it down to
below 2 hours within a year, all
the while running barefoot.

A regular full marathon par-
ticipant in the annual Penang
Bridge International Marathon
(PBIM), Wei Tiong's determina-
tion is evident in his commit-
ment to training.

So determined was he that
he ran 21km daily for two con-
secutive months to prepare
himself for last year’s PBIM.

He eventually succeeded
in setting a personal best of
3:29.0.

“The training was challeng-
ing, but it is achievable by
anyone. | want to do better
in this year’s marathon,” Wei
Tiong said.

At 46, Wei Tiong does not ex-
hibit any signs of slowing down.

On the contrary, he is deter-
mined to push his endurance
levels to the limit.

"| aspire to see the barefoot
running community grow, and |
hope more people will come to
know its benefits," he added.

THE Penang government is
committed to ensuring the state
remains not only an attractive
destination for traditional invest-
ments but also a thriving hub
for diverse industries, fostering
long-term economic vitality.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said the hosting of the
45th International Advertising
Association World Congress
(IAAWC) 2024 was a strategic
move propelling Penang onto
the global stage.

“Since its establishment in
1938, the IAA World Congress
has graced iconic cities world-
wide like New York, London, Par-
is, Tokyo, Sydney, Beijing, Dubai
and Moscow.

“Now, with its presence in
Penang, we celebrate a signifi-
cant milestone, solidifying our
global standing.

“The international congress is
a prime opportunity to showcase
Penang’s investment potential,
attract diverse investments, and
contribute  significantly to the
economic vibrancy of the regjon.

JAA congress marks a mileston

“By bringing together profes-
sionals across various indus-
tries, the 1AA World Congress in
Penang is poised to unlock new
investment opportunities and
foster robust economic growth
for our state,” Chow said in his
speech before opening the 45th
IAAWC 2024 at Setia SPICE
Convention Centre on March 6.

Chow also spoke about the
state’s  strategic  approach
which aimed at creating a re-
silient and dynamic economic
landscape, promoting innova-
tion, job creation, and sustain-
able development, in line with
the Penang2030 vision.

The three-day conference
marked the event's debut in
Southeast Asia. IAAWC 2024
was jointly co-hosted by IAA Ma-
laysia, Penang Tourism and Cre-
ative Economy (Petace) and the
Penang Convention and Exhibi-
tion Bureau (PCEB).

With participation from over

Chacko and Saeidi.

1,200 delegates hailing from
more than 30 countries and
featuring insights from over 70
speakers, the world congress
was a diverse and enriching
global gathering.

IAA Malaysia president and
IAAWC 2024 chairman Prof
John Doody Chacko said the
selection of Malaysia to host
the event was a momentous oc-
casion for the entire Southeast
Asia regjon.

“This is the first in Southeast
Asia. Penang is on the map.

“Malaysia, with its cultural di-
versity and status as a creative
technology hub, and the govern-
ment’s commitment to sustain-
ability, aligns seamlessly with
the congress’s objective, which
is the ‘Brand: Re-Code Better
World, Better Life’.

“As | consistently emphasise,
the pursuit of profit should har-
monise with benefitting both the

. . T '
Chow sounding the gong to officially open the IAAWC 2024. With him are (from left) Ashwin, Wong,

planet and humanity. Business-
es need to establish a symbiotic
relationship between success
and social good,” Chacko said.

IAA Global president Sasan
Saeidi thanked Penang for host-
ing the IAAWC 2024.

“It is rare to encounter desti-
nations worldwide where a sus-
tainability mindset is ingrained
in the system and culture of a
state. That is already happening
here, in Penang,” he added.
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