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UE to its geographical size, land

Dscarcity is a concern for Penang.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-

ow, however, has assured the state

has sufficient land in the pipeline to

support industrial development for the
next decade and beyond.

Responding to a reporter’'s sug-
gestion that Penang should consider
vertical development due to limited
land, Chow said the state’s strategy
depends largely on the needs of each
industry.

“It depends on the industry.

“As | have mentioned before, we
already have sufficient land planned
to accommodate industrial production
capacity for the next 10 to 15 years,”
Chow said in his speech after officiat-
ing the Penang State Industrial Master
Plan 2030 recently.

The event, which started at about
8am, was aimed at supporting Pen-
ang’'s ongoing efforts towards a
smart, sustainable and competitive
industrial state.

It was also in line with the vision of
the state’s statutory planning docu-
ment, the Penang State Structure Plan
2030 (RSNPP2030), aimed at prosper-
ing Penang as a smart, harmonious
and internationally renowned state.

Separately, Chow also revealed that
at least 2,000 acres of industrial land
are in various stages of planning and
development.

“This includes land acquisition, re-

(Seated, from left), H'ng, Chow, Rozita and Rajendran in a group photo with others

present during the event.

quests for proposals (RFPs), reclama-
tion projects and more.

“The annual demand for industrial
land is not in the hundreds of acres.
It is usually around 100 acres per
year,” he added.

Chow also cited the example of
Batu Kawan Industrial Park, which
spanned over 1,000 acres and lasted
for nearly 15 years since develop-
ment began in 2008.

“This shows that 1,000 acres can
go a long way,” he said.

“Moreover, not all new investors re-

quire fresh land.

“Some prefer to reinvest by ex-
panding existing facilities on land
they already own,” he added.

He noted that many investors, es-
pecially from China, are eager to be-
gin operations quickly and often opt
to purchase or rent existing factory
lots rather than waiting for new land
to be developed.

“There is also a growing trend in
the private sector where ready-built
factories are developed and made
available for rent or sale to new in-
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vestors,” he added.

When asked about the state’s ex-
pected returns from industrial land,
Chow explained that land revenue is
relatively minimal, and the broader
impact lies in attracting investments,
a responsibility that falls under the
Malaysian Investment Development
Authority (Mida).

On the topic of foreign workers, the
Chief Minister stressed that Penang
is committed to a comprehensive and
responsible approach to industrial de-
velopment, which includes proper ac-
commodation for foreign labour.

“We want a holistic approach be-
cause industrial development is not
just about preparing land.

“It involves access to utilities,
skilled talent, strong supply chains,
and efficient transportation,” Chow
emphasised.

He said the state is working towards
establishing well-managed Centralised
Labour Quarters (CLQs) to house for-
eign workers.

“We won't allow foreign workers to
be housed in residential housing es-
tates, as there are legal provisions
against that.

“The CLQs will be located within or
near industrial zones,” he added.

Also present were state Local Gov-
ernment, Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman Jason H’'ng Mooi
Lye, PLANMalaysia@Penang (Penang
Town and Country Planning Depart-
ment) director Datuk Rozita Hamit and
Penang lIsland City Council (MBPP)
mayor Datuk A. Rajendran.
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From homelessness:

to hope
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HE Pusat Transit Gelan-
Tdangan (PTG), or Home-

less Transit Centre, in
George Town has become more
than just a shelter as it has
proven to be a turning point for
many of its residents.

Buletin Mutiara recently vis-
ited the premises to interview
several former residents who
are currently employed and liv-
ing independently.

One of them, Nazri Ismail,
53, used to work in the cargo in-
dustry before leaving his job to
care for his cancer-stricken wife.

After her passing in 2020, he
left his in-laws' home and found
himself with nowhere to go.

“l had no choice but to live
on the streets of George Town,”
he said.

His turning point came in
September 2023 when he
heard about the newly opened
transit centre at Jalan C.Y. Choy.

“The centre gave me food, a
safe place to sleep and, most
importantly, a second chance,”
said Nazri.

After six months there, he
was offered a job as a secu-
rity guard and later secured
a cleaner position at the
Kampung Kolam Public Toilet
under the Penang Island City
council (MBPP).

“Now, | rent a room in Lebuh
Macallum. | am no longer home-
less, but | will never forget what
PTG did for me,” he added.

Ong Heng Lee, 45, was once
an international tour guide
based in Guangdong, China.

The Covid-19 pandemic
forced him to return to Malaysia
in 2020.

“l couldn’t afford to stay in
budget hotels, and that’s how
| ended up homeless,” he said.

He credits PTG for changing
his life.

“| stayed there and was pro-
vided with meals. It was more
than | could have imagined. |
even got a motorcycle donation
from a non-governmental organ-
isation (NGO) and worked as a
food delivery rider.

“Now, | am a parcel coordi-
nator for Shopee in Taiping-Ke-
munting and have a room of my
own,” he said.

Wong Kok Wei, 55, who now
works as a security guard and
lives in Batu Lanchang, believes
in the power of self-motivation.

“Seventy per cent of the ef-
fort must come from within; the
rest is support systems like

Wong: Now volunteers at the
centre.

Nazatulwanis: Residents treated
with dignity.
PTG,” he said.

Grateful for the opportunity,
Wong now volunteers at the
centre to help others like him.

“Even though I'm no longer
homeless, | want to give back.”

Khoo HKavetha, 45, from
Melaka, lost her job and in-
come, which led to months of
homelessness.

“I had no income and no
place to stay, so | came to
PTG,” she said.

Recently, she was hired as
a security guard at Penang
Hospital.

“Now | can rent my room
again and rebuild my life,”
said an emotional Khoo.

PTG manager Nazatulwanis

Lim|(in/blue]batik dress) speaking
\with{one|of the|residents at the
transit/centre:

Khoo: Can rebuild her life.

Ong: Credits PTG for changing
his life.

Mohd Khorish, 34, explained
the importance of such cen-
tres, especially in urban ar-
eas where affordable hous-
ing is limited.

“In villages, people without
jobs can still grow their own
food. But in cities, if you can-
not afford rent, you end up on
the streets,” she said.

She revealed that since the
centre opened, 565 individuals
have registered.

“Out of that, 528 have exited
the centre, many after securing
jobs and housing. Here they are
all treated with dignity.

“We call them clients, not
homeless people,” she said.

The demographic data dis-
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Penang’s

ansit centre

Rozita: PTG model of urban
compassion.

played on a television at the cen-
tre shows a balanced spread of
219 Malays, 168 Chinese, 169
Indians, and nine from other
backgrounds.

PTG accepts Malaysians
aged 18 and above who are
homeless, are mobile without
too much assistance and not
suffering from infectious dis-
eases or drug addiction.

Meanwhile, state Social Wel-
fare Department director Rozita
Ibrahim praised PTG as a model
of urban compassion.

“It is not just about tempo-
rary shelter. We provide proper
meals, laundry facilities and
support systems to restore dig-
nity,” she said.

Rozita also highlighted na-
tional-level efforts, including
Anjung Singgah, another facility
managed by the National Wel-
fare Foundation.

“This aligns with the National
Homeless Policy 2020, an in-
tegrated approach focused on
empowerment not just hand-
outs,” she added.

State Social Development,
State Social Development,
Welfare and Non-Islamic Reli-
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Nazri: PTG gave him second
chance.

gious Affairs Committee chair-
man Lim Siew Khim, who over-
sees social development and
welfare, said over 500 people
had been helped through PTG,
many of whom have transi-
tioned into employment and
secured housing.

“We have rescued hundreds
through outreach operations.
Over 200 have moved out after
getting jobs and finding places
to stay,” she said.

She emphasised the impor-
tance of cross-sector collabo-
ration.

“None of this would be pos-
sible without support from
government agencies, NGOs
and the private sector.

“Currently, 35 companies are
partnering with us to provide job
opportunities and we welcome
more to come forward.

“Anyone can face hardship,
such as losing a job, a home,
and ending up on the street.

“But what matters is hav-
ing a system that offers them
a path back,” she said.
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ATTERY manufacturer
BINV New Material Tech-

nology (M) Sdn Bhd has
officially established its first-
ever manufacturing plant in
Penang.

The state-of-the-art factory
is located at the Penang Tech-
nology Park@Bertam in Ke-
pala Batas.

INV New Material Technology,
established in 2023, is the Ma-
laysian arm of Shenzhen Senior
Technology Material Co Ltd, a
well-established name in the
research and development of
lithium-ion battery separators.

The opening ceremony was
held recently and was officiated
by Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

Company chairman Datuk
Chen XiuFeng said INV is invest-
ing RM6.4 billion in this large-
scale facility.

“Once fully operational by
June 2027, it aims to produce
two billion square metres of
high-performance battery sepa-
rators each year, capturing 15%
of the global market share.

“This will not only be the larg-
est low-carbon separator plant
in Asean but also a key contribu-

tor to the global energy transi- 4

tion,” he said.

In his speech, Chow congrat-
ulated INV for reaching this ma-
jor milestone.

“It's a pleasure to be here
again in Bertam and to be
standing on the very same site
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where we gathered in November
2023 for the groundbreaking of
this project.

“To return just one and a half
years later and witness this trans-

formation is truly impressive.

“What we are seeing today is
the beginning of what | believe
will be a longterm, impactful
presence in Penang.

Chow being briefed by
Chen (right) about the
company’s operations.

“With applications span-
ning electric vehicles, energy
storage, aerospace and elec-
tronics, INV’s presence here
adds depth and value to Pen-
ang’s growing green technol-
ogy and energy ecosystem,”
said Chow.

Chow added the new manu-
facturing facility is also expected
to create 1,200 skilled job op-
portunities.

“This is a welcome boost for
our local talent pipeline and is
aligned with the state’s ambi-
tions to deepen our expertise in
high-value industries,” he said.

Chow emphasised the state
government, through InvestPen-

N'EW'S

Well-known battery firm
comes to Penan

ang and many of its partners,
remains focused on facilitating
high-impact, technology-driven
investments.

“Our strategies are aligned
with national roadmaps such as
the New Industrial Master Plan
2030 (NIMP 2030) and the Na-
tional Semiconductor Strategy
(NSS).

“Together, we aim to build a
resilient, future-ready industrial
base for Malaysia,” said Chow.

He added the state govern-
ment also recognises that in-
frastructure and livability must
keep pace with growth.

“Thus, the state government
is actively working to enhance
utilities, transport connectiv-
ity, and industrial infrastructure,
particularly in emerging hubs
like Bertam.

“We want to ensure that Pen-
ang is conducive and sustain-
able for businesses, workers and
communities,” he concluded.

Also present were Bukit Tam-
bun assemblyman and Invest-
Penang director Goh Choon Aik,
INV New Material Technology
(M) Sdn Bhd chief executive of-
ficer Liu Rui and Zhuhai COSMX
Battery Co. Ltd senior vice-pres-
ident Wu Ying Lian.

GERMAN industrial robotics
giant KUKA has launched its
new Malaysian office in Pen-
ang through its local arm,
KUKA Robot Automation (M)
Sdn Bhd.

This marks a significant mile-
stone in the company’s expan-
sion across Southeast Asia.

Located in Bandar Cassia,
Batu Kawan, the new facil-
ity houses an Application Center
showcasing KUKA's cutting-edge
robotic solutions across various
sectors including electronics, au-
tomotive, logistics, and medical.

The centre also features a
Swisslog AutoStore demonstra-
tion, highlighting the firm’s intra-
logistics capabilities.

KUKA Southeast Asia chief
executive officer Tean Shen
Zen said the Penang expan-
sion marks their strategic com-

mitment to supporting north-
ern Malaysia’s growing role as
a hightech and smart manu-
facturing hub.

“Penang’s strength in ad-
vanced manufacturing makes
it the ideal location for our next
chapter.

“We are also proud to partner
with state government agencies
and Penang Skills Development
Centre (PSDC) to shape the next
generation of industrial talent,”
Tean said in his speech during
the opening ceremony recently.

Deputy Chief Minister I
Jagdeep Singh Deo officiated
the event.

Also present were Invest
Penang chief executive officer
Datuk Loo Lee Lian, Malaysian
Investment Department Author-
ity (Mida) Penang director Mu-
hammad Ghaddaffi Sardar Mo-

hamed, PSDC chief executive
officer Dr Hari Narayanan and
KUKA APeC chief regional officer
Alan Fam.

Fam said KUKA’s investment
in Penang reflects the compa-
ny’s confidence in Malaysia as a
strategic partner for innovation in
automation and robotics.

Meanwhile, Jagdeep congratu-
lated KUKA on its latest mile-
stone and welcomed the com-
pany’s presence as a meaning-
ful addition to Penang’s thriving
industrial landscape.

“KUKA is a global name in ro-
botics and intelligent automation
and its presence here is more
than a business expansion.

“It is a bold commitment to
Malaysia's future in advanced
manufacturing and a strategic
recognition of Penang’s pivotal
role in the Southeast Asian inno-

Powering automation growth across Southeast Asia

(From left) Loo, Fam, Hari and Jagdeep with the MoU documents.

vation landscape.

“With over 50 years of indus-
trial excellence, Penang has built
a dynamic ecosystem that not
only attracts global investments
but also fosters innovation and
technologjcal advancement.

“KUKA’s expansion into Pen-
ang reflects the state’s growing

reputation as an advanced man-
ufacturing destination,” he said.

As part of the ceremony, KU-
KA and PSDC signed a Memo-
randum of Understanding (MoU)
to collaborate on robotics train-
ing and talent development, a
move seen as crucial to meeting
future industry demands.
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Mediation saves over &
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EDIATION as a tool
for resolving industri-
al disputes has saved

Malaysian employers and em-
ployees more than RM60 mil-
lion in 2024, says Human Re-
sources Minister Steven Sim
Chee Keong.

Sim said this in his speech at
the inaugural Industrial Media-
tion Symposium 2025 held in
Penang recently.

Sim praised the growing role of
mediation in maintaining industri-
al peace while significantly reduc-
ing the financial and emotional
costs of lengthy legal disputes.

“If each case that proceeds
to the Industrial Court costs
both employers and employees
around RM20,000, we're look-
ing at cost savings of over RM60
million last year alone.

“Mediation not only saves
costs and time, but ultimately
preserves our industrial harmo-
ny,” Sim said.

Sim revealed that 65% of
cases referred to the Director
General of the Department of In-
dustrial Relations were success-
fully resolved through mediation
in 2024.

That translates to over

Sim (seated, centre) in a group photo with speakers, stakeholders and participants of the symposium.

3,000 disputes settled with-
out going to court.

Only 35% required judicial in-
tervention, reflecting the effec-
tiveness of Alternative Dispute
Resolution (ADR) mechanisms
employed under the Human Re-
sources Ministry (Kesuma).

Sim also highlighted that 122
Industrial  Relations  Officers
(IROs) serve as conciliators na-
tionwide, receiving professional
training through strategic part
nerships, including with the In-
ternational Labour Organisation
(ILO) in Turin, ltaly, the Kuala
Lumpur Mediation Centre, and
the Malaysian Employers Fed-
eration (MEF).

Since 2024, Kesuma has
also teamed up with the United
States Department of Labour to

further enhance mediation train-
ing and capacity building.

The symposium was jointly
organised by the Society of JP
Community Mediators Penang
(SJPCMP), the JP Mediation Bu-
reau Penang, and the Federa-
tion of Malaysian Manufacturers
(FMM).

In his welcoming address,
SJPCMP chairman and organis-
ing chairman Peter Chung said
the society has been actively
providing pre-action community
mediation services in Penang
since 2019, helping reduce
the volume of court-bound dis-
putes.

“Our society’s tagline is Bridg-
ing Divides. Our trained media-
tors help communities transi-
tion from conflict to resolution,

enabling win-win outcomes and
building a more harmonious so-
ciety,” Chung said.

He added the public can
reach the society via jpcommuni-
tymediators@gmail.com.

A highlight of the event was
the official accreditation of 21
senior community mediators to
serve as court-annexed media
tors at the Penang High Court, a
national first.

Their certificates were pre-
sented by Datuk Lim Chong
Fong, a Court of Appeal judge.

These pioneering appoint
ments mark a significant step
forward in Malaysia’s mediation
landscape, formalising the role
of community-based mediators
within the judiciary.

Among speakers and stake-

holders at the symposium were
Industrial Court chairman Pravin
Kaur Jessy, FMM Penang Chap-
ter chairman Datuk Seri Lee
Teong Li, Penang Council of
Justices of the Peace president
Datuk Kho Hai Meng, JP Media-
tion Bureau chairman Datuk Ong
Seng Huat, and construction law
expert Harbans Singh K.S.

In his closing remarks, Chung
urged all participants, from the
public and private sectors, to
embrace mediation as a central
pillar in the future of industrial
relations.

“Let us champion mediation
as a pillar of industrial harmony.
The insights shared today must
translate into action in our work-
places and communities,” he
concluded.

Digital literacy a
necessity, not luxury

IN this age of technology and
innovation, digital literacy is no
longer a luxury but an essential
life skill, says Deputy Chief Min-
ister Il Jagdeep Singh Deo.

Speaking at the Young Digital
Innovators Competition 2025 at
Penang Science Cluster (PSC)
in George Town recently, Jag-
deep said the future belongs to
those who can build, think criti-
cally and innovate using digital
tools.

“This competition is more
than just a showcase of talent;
it is a launchpad for future tech-
nologists.

“By engaging over 90 stu-
dents from 28 schools across
Penang, it has successfully em-
powered them to take bold first
steps into the world of coding,
artificial intelligence (Al), and
digital design,” he said.

He said such initiatives are

crucial in preparing students
for careers in the fast-evolving
global digital economy.

The Young Digital Innovators
Competition 2025 was a state-
level programme under PSC’s
Coding for All initiative, support-
ed by the Penang government.

It combined hands-on learn-
ing and realworld applications
through workshops and a cul-
minating competition to nurture
creativity, technical skills, and
digital fluency among second-
ary school students.

Jagdeep expressed his appre-
ciation to PSC for organising the
impactful programme and also
extended his gratitude to the Pen-
ang Education Department (JPN)
for their unwavering support.

“This partnership between
government, educators and
the community exemplifies
how powerful outcomes can

Jagdeep (centre) and Ooi (beside Jagdeep) in a group photo together with school students who

participated in the Young Digital Innovators Competition 2025.

be achieved when we work
together toward a shared vi-
sion which is empowering our
youth,” he said.

Addressing the participants,
Jagdeep reminded them that
success is not solely defined by
winning awards.

“Whether or not you received
a prize today, you are already

winners. You have challenged
yourselves to think differently,
acquire new skills and solve
complex problems.

“This are the very qualities
that define tomorrow’s leaders,
engineers and entrepreneurs,”
he added.

He concluded by reaffirm-
ing the state’s commitment to

building a digjtally empowered
generation.

“Together, let us continue
our journey to make Penang
a smart state, driven by a
new wave of digital innova-
tors,” he said.

Also present was PSC
chief executive officer Datuk
Ooi Peng Ee.



HE 10th Penang Yosa-
Tkoi Parade took place at

the Esplanade recently,
marking its return to the his-
toric venue and setting a new
milestone as the largest Yosa-
koi parade outside Japan.

This year’s edition featured
a record 30 participating
teams, including two from Ja-
pan, one from Singapore, one
from Thailand, and 26 from
across Malaysia, respectively
from Johor, Kedah, Pahang,
Penang, Perak, Perlis and Pu-
trajaya.

Thousands of spectators
gathered to witness the per-
formances, which included
traditional Yosakoi dances, a
free idol concert, cosplay and
anime pavilions, game stalls,
a food street with durians, a
fireworks show and the Mizu-
kake water-splashing blessing
ceremony.

State Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee chairman
Wong Hon Wai said the event
exemplifies Penang’'s shift to-
wards experience-led tourism.

“For years, Penang has been
known for its historical charm,
rich multicultural heritage and
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world-famous food. These re-
main our strengths, but we are
moving forward with a wider
and more intentional strategy.

“We are building a tourism
identity that is experience-led,
community-driven and creatively
powered.

“This means investing in
events, programmes and part
nerships that invite people to
do more than just visit. We want

them to engage, to participate,
and to return home with stories
that stay with them.

“The Yosakoi Parade is a
perfect example of this ap-
proach. It’s not just something
to watch - it's something to
feel, to join, and to celebrate
together,” Wong said.

Also present was Shinya Ma
chida, Consul General of Japan in
Penang, who shared that he has

k.

served in Malaysia for six months.

He expressed his apprecia-
tion for Penang’s multicultural-
ism and said he enjoys local
dishes such as nasi kandar, bak
kut teh, durian and ayam goreng.
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Penang’s Yosakoi Parade
outside Ja
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“This is a great opportunity
to deepen ties between Pen-
ang and Japan. | am happy to
see how Yosakoi brings people
together to celebrate diversi-
ty,” he said.
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Kota Permai @ Bukit Mertajam

E.: Bilid Tichur é:}: Bilik M
RUMAH TERES 2 TINGKAT RUMAH BERKEMBAR 2 TINGKAT

e ————— —
Lot sTanparD: 21" x 57 JENIS A (47 UNIT) |

Harga Jualan:

RM779,000,00 (Min.] - RM1,172,000.00 (Maks.],

Harga Jualan:

LoT sTanDARD: 20 x 60’ JENIS B (18 UNIT) |

Harga Jualan:

RM809,000.00 [Min.) - RM1,235,000.00 (Maks.)

&

wnituk Bumiputera

p——
LOT STANDARD: 3D’ x 76’ JENIS C (2 UNIT)

RM1,360,000.00 (Min.) - RM1,580,000.00 (Maks.) /

Terletak di kawasan yang sedang pesat membangun dan dikefilingt

oleh kemudahan awam seperti sekolah, kolej, pusat makanan,

kawasan komersial dan pasar raya.

Thunderfiash Realty
= BxRR

PEMAJL ¢

THUNDERFLASH REALTY SDN. BHD. co.1

b Pejabit

Wisma Thumderfiash, Mo, 8, Jatan Mubiara 8,

Taman Perindustrian Planiong,
BT750 Masal, Johar

Cawangan :

ho. 2A, Julan Permal Ulama 2,

Pusal Pemiaggaan Permai Litamsa,
14000, Bukit Martagam, Pulan Pinang.

1. 012-4989 096

Hubungi kami untuk maklumat lanjut:

Ms. LEE

/ 011-1192 0703

Mr. CHIN

NoLesen Pemaju: 3066401 -2029/0008(N) . Tempoh Sahlaku: 04012024 - 03012020 . No. Parmil dan
B Juakanc J0664-109-2026088T(NI-{L) . Tempoh Sahtakui 002024 - 2065036 , Mo, Aujukan Pelan;
MBSP/4Q20-44/158 {12) . Bebanan Tanah: Tlasa . Pegangan Bebas: Bobas . Pagakan Tamah: Hakmik
Kakal . Tankh Dijangka Ssap: 26900028 . Phak Barkunsa Mehulusian Pelan: Magis Bandarays Bebwerang
Parai . Sekalan Kepanlingan: Tanah il boleh dipandahmit slau dipaiak dengan kebanaran beriulis cheh

Pilak Barkusasa

IKLAM INI TELAH DRLULUSHAN OLEH JABATAN PERLIMAHAN NEGARA

PEMAFLAN Sn-gau usaha yang munasabah lelah damidl datam memyediakan rsalah inl dan dalam
rearmiting mocel Seria unit pamenan, namsn Pemaiu dan Ejen Pemasaran lidsk boleh diperangungiasablan
nies spharang ketdaktopatan aau peninggalan. Representas! weual, moded, papaman it pamaran dan
Wustrasi, iologral, liicean artislil dan represaniass grafi lan asna rukan sdaish semaka-mata gambanan
urtis mangenal pambangunan don tdak baleh dianggap sebagai representasi fakia
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uStory by Edmund Lee
=Pix by Law Suun Ting

ENANG's true strength
Plies in the unity and di-
versity of its people, says
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

Speaking at the Penanglang
Community Day (PCD) 2025
celebration recently, Chow
said: “Even though we come
from different backgrounds,
our differences make us
stronger, not weaker."

He paid tribute to Penang’s
rich multicultural fabric, which
includes Hokkien, Malay, In-
dian, Jawi Peranakan, Indian
Muslim, Sikh, and many other
heritage groups.

The event also marked a
significant milestone for the
Penang Walkabout group, with
approximately 114,400 mem-
bers now on its social media
platforms.

Chow thanked the commu-
nity leaders and volunteers,
including Village Community
Management Council (MPKK)
members, for their hard work
in bringing positive change.

He stressed the impor-
tance of preserving Penang's
cultural heritage for future
generations.

“We must make sure our
children inherit not just build-
ings and places, but also the
values, stories and traditions

‘Unity our strength’

that define us,” he said.

Chow also praised the ef-
forts of relevant groups like
George Town World Heritage
Incorporated (GTWHI), the
Penang Heritage Trust and
Penang Walkabout in their
work for safeguarding local
heritage.

The PCD 2025 featured cul-
tural shows, exhibitions and
fun booths.

Former Chief Minister and
Air Putih assemblyman Lim
Guan Eng, who was also pres-
ent, noted that the Peranakan
community in Penang is rich in
both lifestyle and history, and
has long contributed to the
state’s development.

“The unique mix of cultures
from the old Straits Settle-
ments is what makes Penang
special,” he said.

He also hoped for a perma-
nent Peranakan display for pub-
lic education and appreciation.

Bukit Gelugor MP Ram-
karpal Singh echoed similar
sentiments, highlighting that
Penang's diversity and multi-
culturalism give the state its
own unique charm.

Air Itam assemblyman
Joseph Ng thanked the
Penang Walkabout group

T

Chow (centre), Lim (background, in light blue long-sleeved shirt), and Cheong (background, right) join

...our differences
make us stronger,
not weaker

- CHOW

a group of Peranakan dancers during the celebration, while Teh (foreground, right) enjoys the moment

alongside others.

and event organisers for
choosing Sunshine Central
as the venue.

He also thanked Datuk
Hwang Thean Long, managing
director of Suiwah Corpora-
tion, for supporting the event.

“This two-day celebration
brings together people from

all walks of life, social media
influencers, food lovers, en-
trepreneurs, artists, families,
and friends to mark the event
in a meaningful way,” he said.

The celebration featured
a variety of activities, including
children’s workshops, colouring
contests, games, family-friendly

programmes and more.

Also present were MBPP
secretary Cheong Chee Hong,
Penang Women Development
Corporation (PWDC) chief execu-
tive officer Datuk Ong Bee Leng,
Hwang, PCD 2025 organising
chairman Robert Teh and oth-
er co-organisers.

REGIONAL air connectivity and
tourism development took an-
other step forward following
the maiden flight from Phnom
Penh, Cambodia, to Penang
recently.

Operated by Cambodia Air-
ways, the new route adds Pen-
ang to Phnom Penh’s interna-
tional flight map and makes
Cambodia the sixth Asean
country to be directly connect-
ed to the state.

Other Asean countries with
direct air links to Penang are
Thailand, Indonesia, Singapore,
Vietham and Myanmar.

State Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee Chairman
Wong Hon Wai hailed the launch
as timely, especially with Malay-
sia the Asean chair this year.

“This new direct flight high-
lights Penang’s growing role in
the Asean aviation network and
supports our efforts to build
stronger regional ties,” he said
in a media statement.

Wong, who was then leading
a tourism promotion roadshow
in the Greater Bay Area of China,
delegated two assemblymen,

Penang welcomes first direct flight from Phnom Penh
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Tourism Malaysia deputy chairman Datuk Yeoh Soon Hin (fifth from left), Chee (fourth from left), Lee
(sixth from left) and airline staff welcoming the passengers on the inaugural flight from Phnom Penh
to Penang.

Chee Yeeh Keen (Bagan Jer-
mal) and Lee Boon Heng (Kebun
Bunga), to represent the state
government and welcome the

first batch of 104 passengers at

Penang International Airport.
The inaugural flight, KR785,

departed Phnom Penh at

8.05am (Cambodia time) and
landed in Penang at 10.55am
(local time).

The return flight, KR786, took

off at 11.55am (local time) and
arrived back in Phnom Penh at
12.40pm (Cambodia time).

The service will operate
twice a week, on Thursdays
and Sundays.

Wong revealed that a team
from the Penang Convention
& Exhibition Bureau (PCEB)
had visited Phnom Penh ear-
lier this month to meet with
Cambodia Airways for joint
promotion and planning.

“We had meaningful discus-
sions with the airline to ensure
this route’s longterm success,
and it’s rewarding to see the out-
come materialise,” Wong said.

The new air link is also ex-
pected to enhance Penang's
position as a top MICE (Meet-
ings, Incentives, Conferences
and Exhibitions) destination in
Southeast Asia.

“Better air links make it easi-
er for business travellers, event
organisers and delegates to
choose Penang,” Wong said.
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INNING an award at
the recent Genting Culi-
nary Classic 2025 has

brought a deep sense of achieve-
ment to Penang chef Sean Lim
Boon Ghee.

He secured third place out of
20 finalists in a highly competitive
showdown.

The win earned Boon Ghee,
35, a cash prize of RM7,000
and hotel stay vouchers worth
RM3,000 at the prestigious
Crockfords  Genting, Resorts
World Genting.

But his path to success was
far from conventional.

Once labelled a “no-hoper” in
school, Boon Ghee consistently
scored poor grades from prima-
ry through lower secondary.

His turning point came in
Form Three, while working part-
time at a Western food outlet in
Gurney Plaza.

“The day | started working
there, | realised my future was in
the kitchen. | told myself | want-
ed to be a chef because | had
failed miserably in all my school
subjects. Since | wasn't good at
studies, | knew | had to pick up
cooking skills to build a future,”
he told Buletin Mutiara.

Reflecting on his childhood,
Boon Ghee said he learned a lot
from his mother.

“While growing up, my family
didn’'t have much, but we had
food, laughter, and the joy of
sharing. My mother’s warmth
in feeding friends and relatives
taught me the true meaning of

generosity. That spirit shaped

my mission: to make life
better for the people |
love.”

Motivated by this
newfound love for cook-
ing, Boon Ghee began
exploring culinary edu-
cation options. He dis-
covered that KDU Pen-
ang offered the course
he aspired to take, but
to qualify, he needed to
meet academic require-
ments, including a cred-
it in Bahasa Malaysia in
his Sijil Pelajaran Malay-
sia (SPM).

“l was so determined

Bgon Ghee
and his ‘pillar
Annie.

i

to get in that | cut down on my
sports activities and even quit
my parttime job. | focused en-
tirely on my studies, knowing
that getting into KDU was the
first crucial step. The transfor-
mation shocked both my parents
and teachers,” he recalled.

Then came the moment of
truth.

“When the SPM results were
released, | remember my Form
teacher calling out, ‘Lim Boon
Ghee, mari cepat ambil re-
sults!” (Lim Boon Ghee, come
quickly and get your results.)

“The teacher was stunned
that a so-called no-hoper had
scored 3As and secured the
necessary credits to apply for
the culinary course,” he said
with a smile.

At KDU, Boon Ghee’'s most

memorable moment was a six
month internship in Germany,
made possible by his father's
hard-earned support.

“The internship at Dorint Ho-
tel in Daun, Cologne — a world
far from home — was one of my
earliest breakthroughs. That
experience gave me the confi-
dence to believe | could stand
in any kitchen, anywhere in the
world,” he said.

Upon returning to Malaysia,
Boon Ghee worked at a fine din-
ing restaurant in Penang and lat-
er rose to become its head chef.

In 2018, Boon Ghee co-found-
ed his first restaurant with a part-
ner in Penang.

The early days were tough as
he wore every hat: chef, manag-
er, marketer, cleaner.

After five challenging years,

Fam Dining family/(fro
Thai Zheng, JasonJAng

The dish that wins Boon Ghee
third place — Sugarcane-
Smoked Bidor Duck Breast
with Nasi Kerabu Duck Liver
Onigiri and Ulam with Budu
Lime Vinaigrette.

the partnership came to an end.

Still, he did not give up. With
the support of those who be-
lieved in him, Fam Dining was
born and has now been operating
along Jalan Johor in George Town
for over two years.

He is assisted by his sup-
portive wife, Annie Tan Siew
Chin, also a KDU graduate,
and six shareholders who
share his vision.

The name Fam Dining is de-
rived from the word family, reflect-
ing the closeknit bond shared
among its team members and
the values they bring to the table.

“We're not just colleagues.
We're a family. Everyone in the
kitchen is a partner, because |
believe success means nothing
if you're alone at the top,” said
Boon Ghee.

At the Genting competi-
tion, he presented
a Sugarcane-
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Chun Pak Hao,[ChewjYee C

Boon Ghee andlAnnie an'Sie
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Smoked Bidor Duck Breast with
Nasi Kerabu Duck Liver Onigiri
and Ulam with Budu Lime Vinai-
grette.

His dish, while inspired by
French and Japanese tech
niques, was deeply rooted in Ma-
laysian ingredients such as MD2
pineapple, salted egg and budu

lime vinaigrette.

“l wanted to tell a story
about how deep and elegant
Malaysian flavours can be,
especially when presented
with care and creativity.

“Malaysia has world-class
ingredients — from ulam raja
to Kulim oil. Not many have
heard about Kulim oil. | be-
lieve our local produce can

stand proudly beside any import-
ed item. If we chefs don’t cham-
pion it, who will?”

Boon Ghee credited his wife
Annie for playing a huge role in his
success, helping record his dish
presentation and tastetesting
as they prepared for two months
ahead of the competition. In a
touching gesture, he gave her the
entire prize money.

Annie, in turn, gifted the hotel
stay vouchers to Boon Ghee’s
parents.

Beyond Boon Ghee’s per-
sonal achievement, Fam Din-
ing also celebrated the suc-
cess of its chefs, Chun Pak
Hao and Ong Thai Zheng, who
emerged as champions in the
Duo Team Competition at the
2025 Hotelex Rising Star Chi-
na International Young Chefs
Competition, held from March
30 to April 2.

Although Boon Ghee’s award-
winning duck dish is not on Fam
Dining’s regular menu, Annie said
the restaurant has been receiving
positive feedback for its own sug-
arcane-smoked Bidor duck.

For budding chefs,
Ghee has this advice:

“The most important thing is
to stay focused on your goals
and work hard towards achiev-
ing them.

"You don’t need to be born in-
to a famous kitchen or have big

investors to cook something

meaningful. Just because
you don’t come from a rich
family doesn’t mean you can’t
own a business. Have clear
goals and pursue them step by
step. Keep pushing, and beauti-
ful things can happen.”

Fam Dining operates every
day, except on Mondays, with
brunch served from 10.30am
to 2.30pm; and dinner from
6pm to 10pm.

For reservations, WhatsApp
012 298 3895.

Boon
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EN Gowri Mogan Ku-
marappa  graduated
as a doctor recently, it

was the fulfillment of a dream
long in the making.

It was not just a milestone for
her but also for the scholarship
programme that supported her.

Coming from a humble back-
ground, Gowri's journey was
filled with challenges. Yet, her
determination never wavered.

In June, she graduated with a
Bachelor of Medicine and Bach-
elor of Surgery (MBBS) from
AIMST University in Sungai Pet-
ani, achieving a goal she had
set her sights on since she was
just four years old.

Born and raised in Penang,
Gowri is also the first successful
graduate of the Persatuan Keb-
ajikan 88 Kapten Pulau Pinang
(88 Captains) scholarship pro-
gramme, an initiative dedicated
to nurturing academically tal-
ented students from underprivi-
leged backgrounds in Penang
and the northern region.

Founded as a charitable
non-governmental organisation
(NGO), 88 Captains provides
financial support and mentor-
ship to deserving students.

In 2023, during her third year
of studies, Gowri faced urgent

Childhood dream fulfilled

financial difficulties and was re-
ferred to the 88 Captains by the
Chief Minister’s Office (CMO).

Following a rigorous selec-
tion process, she was awarded
a RM20,000 scholarship, a
lifeline that enabled her to com-
plete her studies.

In a courtesy visit to Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow at
Komtar recently, Gowri ex
pressed her deepest gratitude
to both 88 Captains and the
CMO for believing in her.

“l reached out to many par-
ties for help, but received no re-
sponse. Then came the CMO’s
reply which gave me hope.

“Soon after, | was intro-
duced to 88 Captains, and
the rest is history.

“This achievement is not just
mine; it belongs to everyone who
stood by me. My parents and |
are forever grateful,” she said,
her voice filled with emotion.

Now aged 31, Gowri is await-
ing her housemanship place-
ment from the Health Ministry,
with Penang Hospital expected
to be her first posting.

Gowri emphasised that her
ambition is not about person-
al gain.

Gowri (third from left) in a group photo with (from left) 'Ngoo, Ong, Chow, 0oi and Chung during the

courtesy visit recently.

“l don’t just want to be a
doctor. | want to serve, in-
spire, lead, and give back to
the community that supported
me. | promise not to let anyone
down,” she said.

Chow commended Gowri for
her resilience and dedication.

“Despite all odds, she stayed
strong and made her dream
come true. Her story is an in-
spiration to many. | also wish to
thank 88 Captains for their tire-
less commitment to nurturing
Penang’s young talents.

“I encourage more private
sector players to join 88 Cap-

tains in their mission to develop
and retain quality human capi-
tal in the state,” said Chow.

88 Captains chairman Datuk
Seri Ooi Eng Hock, who also at-
tended the courtesy visit, con-
gratulated Gowri and shared his
hopes for her future.

“We're incredibly proud of
you, Gowri. This is just the be-
ginning. Keep doing good, and
good things will come your
way,” he said.

Ooi also reiterated the group’s
commitment to its cause.

“To date, we have granted
more than RM1 million of

scholarships to 27 students
from Universiti Sains Malaysia
(USM), Tunku Abdul Rahman
University of Management and
Technology (TAR UMT), UOW
Malaysia KDU Penang Univer-
sity College, AIMST University
and INTI International College,”
said Ooi.

Also present during the cour-
tesy visit were 88 Captains sec-
retary Datuk Jimmy Ong Chin
Keng, 88 Captains legal adviser
Prof Patricia Chung Wei Leng
and Penang Care chairman and
88 Captains member Dr Ngoo
Seong Boon.

Aid for two
schools

IT was a much-needed boost
for two schools in Penang when
they received aid in cash and
kind recently.

First was SMK Methodist
Boys School (MBS) in Datok
Keramat which received air cool-
ers, new tables and chairs, cour-
tesy of Jelutong MP RSN Rayer.

The donation, valued at ap-
proximately RM90,000, was
funded through Rayer’'s parlia-
mentary allocation.

“As this school falls within my
constituency, | felt it was impor-
tant to lend a helping hand.

“While this contribution may
seem modest, it is nothing
compared to the dedication and
service of the teachers here
who tirelessly educate the stu-
dents,” Rayer said during a brief
handover ceremony recently.

Also present at the event
were MBS principal Sri Ram Bi-
langwaty and senior administra-
tive assistant Tan Synn Sheng.

“This very meaningful contri-
bution will significantly improve

N

the learning environment for our
students,” Sri Ram said.

SMK Datuk Haji Mohamed
Nor Ahmad in Kampung Kas-
tam was another recipient
when it got RM7,000 for its
environmental education initia-
tives from Seri Delima assem-
blyman Connie Tan.

The announcement was
made during the launch of the
school’s Education for Sustain-
able Development (ESD) 2025
programme, which aims to pro-
mote sustainability and hands-
on environmental learning
among students.

Rayer (second from right) trying out the new table and chair
alongside students in a classroom.

In her speech, Tan said the
allocation includes RM2,000
she had committed earlier dur-
ing a site visit to the school’s
vermicomposting initiative on
May 24.

“An additional RM5,000 con-
tribution was secured from Tena-
ga Nasional Berhad (TNB) under
its corporate social responsibil-
ity (CSR) programme.

“These funds will be used to
enhance student participation
in sustainability activities such
as vermicomposting, gardening
and eco-innovation," she said.

Tan praised SMK Datuk Haji

Tan (second from left) visiting one of the booths during the event
with representatives from the relevant authorities.

Mohamed Nor Ahmad as a mod-
el school in Penang for cham-
pioning sustainable education,
aligning with both national edu-
cation goals and the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).

“Education is not only about
academic excellence, but it's
about shaping future citizens
with environmental conscious-
ness and social responsibility,”
she said.

The school's efforts in envi-
ronmental education have been
spearheaded by an innovative
vermicomposting project, coor-
dinated by its person-incharge,

Law Yee Chen.

She said the initiative began
with three simple composting
pots containing 100 grammes
of worms each, set up at a cost
of only RM20.

Over time, the project grew
through partnerships with Uni-
versiti Sains Malaysia (USM)
and community collaborators,
who contributed  additional
worms and provided training.

The school’s project has
gained national recognition, hav-
ing been selected as one of the
top 30 finalists in the Toyota Eco
Youth competition.
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