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NANG has taken another major
P:tep in its move to strengrhen the
state’s water security.

In a historic milestone, the Penang Wa-
ter Supply Corporation (PBAPP) has official
ly launched its landmark Islamic Medium-
Term Notes (IMTN) programme, with a ceil
ing of RM5 hillion, to finance critical water
infrastructure initiatives under the state’s
Water Contingency Plan 2030.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow, who
officiated the signing ceremony recent-
ly, hailed the sukuk programme as a
“strong vote of confidence” from Malay-
sia’s leading financial institutions, name-
ly Maybank and UOB.

“This marks only the second major
financial milestone in PBAPP’s 26-year
history since its corporatisation in 1999.

“Back then, the goal was to make
PBAPP financially independent and self-
sustaining. That ambition remains just
as relevant today,” he said.

He recalled that the first major mile-
stone was the listing of PBAPP’s parent
company, PBA Holdings Bhd (PBAHB),
on the Main Board of Bursa Malaysia in
2002, which raised RM62.3 million and
funded key water development projects
across Penang.

The IMTN programme is jointly ad-
vised by Maybank Investment Bank and
UOB Malaysia.

Chow said this enables PBAPP
to raise capital directly from institu-
tional investors, based on its finan-
cial strength and track record as the
state’s sole water authority.

“This  sukuk initiative  affirms
PBAPP’s ability to secure funding
based on its own merits.

“It has received the highest rating of
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‘AAA/Stable’ from RAM Ratings and is
fully endorsed by the Shariah Advisory
Council of the Securities Commission,
ensuring it is both financially and ethically
sound,” he said.

However, Chow clarified that PBAPP
would not issue the full RM5 billion im-
mediately.

“The first issuance, scheduled for later
this year, will be much smaller and proj
ect-specific. PBAPP will only raise what it
can responsibly manage,” he said.

He added the proceeds from the su-
kuk will primarily support water security
projects under the Water Contingency
Plan 2030, a strategic component of
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the Penang2030 vision to build a family-
focused, green, and smart state.

Chow said the sukuk offers Malay-
sians a new investment avenue be-
yond PBAHB shares, which have paid
dividends for 24 consecutive years
since listing.

“This programme gives the public an-
other way to invest in PBAPP and reflects
the company’s long-standing commit-
ment to its investors,” he said.

In a related announcement, Chow
said the Penang government will defer
a planned water tariff adjustment to
mid-2026, balancing fiscal needs with
public welfare.

The delay is estimated to cost the
state RM40 million.

Despite the cost, Chow and PBAPP
reiterated its commitment to easing
the financial burden on the public
while continuing to invest in essential
infrastructure.

“We are not sleeping on the job. To-
day’s ceremony marks an alternative
funding avenue that enables investors to
help fund necessary water projects and

. subsidise tariffs,” Chow said.

Chow hoped the Mengkuang Wa

! ter Treatment Plant would be financed

through the sukuk initiative to cover the
contractor payments.

He emphasised PBAPP’s role as Pen-
ang’s sole water operator with social ob-
ligations.

“Water is life. We take our responsi-
bility to meet people’s water needs seri-
ously,” he said.

Also present during the ceremony
were Maybank Group chief executive of-
ficer Datuk John Chong, UOB Malaysia
chief executive officer Ng Wei Wei, May-
bank Investment Bank Group chief exec-
utive officer Michael Oh, UOB Wholesale
Banking Area Head of North Area Centre
Teoh Soon Beng and PBAPP chief execu-
tive officer Datuk K. Pathmanathan.
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(From left) Chow, Ang, Lim and
Teh joining the visitors in one of
the traditional activities at the
heritage enclave.

HE recent 17th edition of
Tthe George Town Heritage

Celebrations saw some
20,000 people, including Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow, de-
scending on the streets in the
heart of the city’s heritage en-
clave.

The streets came alive with
colourful  cultural  activities,
while a strong sense of commu-
nity spirit filled the air.

Held in conjunction with
George Town's listing as a
Unesco World Heritage Site,
the event attracted people from
all walks of life who eagerly ex-
plored the city’s historic streets.

Many shared their excitement
and joy at being part of the vi-
brant cultural showcase.

Accompanied by his entou-
rage, Chow spent an hour walk-
ing through the celebration area,
visiting various cultural booths,
traditional workshops, and per-
formance spaces.

Along the way, he was seen

enjoying and engaging with Pen-
ang’s rich multicultural legacy.

Locals and tourists greeted
the Chief Minister and his dele-
gation warmly, with many taking
the opportunity to interact and
take photos with him.

Chow also joined in the fes-
tivities by participating in sever-
al cultural activities to mark the
occasion with his presence and
support.

The public’'s enthusiasm was
palpable as the crowd lined the
streets, eager to witness the
wide array of cultural activities.

These ranged from heritage
games and chingay performance

to traditional crafts, cultural danc-
es and food trails that captivated
both children and adults.

After his walkabout, Chow

Celebrating heritage legacy

IT was a vibrant morning at
Beach Street when some 2,000
enthusiastic participants took
part in the annual George Town
Heritage Walk (GTHW) on July 6.

The 5km walk drew partici-
pants from 19 countries, includ-
ing Malaysia.

It was held as part of the
George Town Heritage Celebra-
tions to commemorate its rec-
ognition as a Unesco World
Heritage Site, a title that was
inscribed in 2008.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who flagged off the walk,
said being a Unesco World Heri-
tage Site is not just a title, but a
shared responsibility for every-
one and not just the authorities.

“It is a responsibility that
does not belong only to George

Town World Heritage Incorporat-
ed (GTWHI) or the city councils
(Penang Island City Council and
Seberang Perai City Council),
but to all of us, including resi-
dents, businesses, non-govern-
mental organisations (NGOs)
and even developers.

“Everyone has a part to play
in protecting what makes this
city so special.

“Our heritage is what sets
us apart, and it is also what
draws people here from all over
the world. If we lose it, we lose
more than just buildings, we
lose stories, identity, heritage
and value,” Chow said.

Chow added George Town'’s
charm was built over centuries
by people of different back-
grounds who came for oppor-

tunities and made Penang their
home, giving the city its unique
soul and character.

He further shared that
through the walk, participants
would not only explore streets
rich in history and heritage
buildings, but also learn about
the life stories of the com-
munities that shaped George
Town’s identity.

“These include the Baba
Nyonya, Indian Muslim, Tamil,
Hakka, Hokkien, Eurasian, as
well as other communities, all
of whom contributed to the cul-
tural heritage we enjoy today.

“At the same time, the
event supports the Pen-
ang2030 vision, which aims
to strengthen identity and her-
itage as a source of economic

Chingay performance
captivating the

spectators during the
heritage celebration.

expressed his dellght at the fes
tive atmosphere and the strong
turnout of visitors.

Chow added that this year’'s
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City centre
icomes alive

celebration marked a significant
milestone, as several historic
buildings were open to the pub-
lic. Many of these have been
beautifully restored and were
ready to welcome visitors in the
spirit of cultural sharing and ap-
preciation.

He also lauded the federal
support for making the restora-
tion of several heritage homes a
reality.

The opening of these restored
homes was applauded, and ma-
ny visitors took the opportunity
to enjoy some of the delicacies
and experiences offered.

Chow added that the open
house concept allowed visitors
to step into these buildings to
witness their transformation
and immerse themselves in the
cultural diversity they represent.

He encouraged everyone to
sample traditional foods and
learn about different communi-
ties to gain a deeper apprecia-
tion of Malaysia’s multicultural
heritage.

Joining Chow on the walk-
about were Deputy Finance Min-
ister and Tanjong MP Lim Hui
Ying, state Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee chairman
Wong Hon Wai, assemblymen
Wong Yuee Harng (Pengkalan
Kota), Teh Lai Heng (Komtar),
Chee Yeeh Keen (Bagan Jer
mal), Connie Tan (Seri Delima),
Phee Syn Tze (Sungai Puyu) and
Goh Choon Aik (Bukit Tambun),
George Town World Heritage In-
corporated (GTWHI) general man-
ager Dr Ang Ming Chee and Pen-
ang Island City Council (MBPP)
mayor Datuk A. Rajendran.

Families taking time out to enjoy the walk.

and social value.

“This aligns with efforts to
make Penang a world-class heri-
tage and tourism destination.

“So | hope this walk inspires
all of us to do a little more.

“Take the time to look around,
talk to people, and reconnect
with the history that surrounds
us every day,” he added.

Also present were MBPP
mayor Datuk A. Rajendran,
Tanjong MP Lim Hui Ying,
assemblymen Teh Lai Heng
(Komtar) and Wong Yuee
Harng (Pengkalan Kota), Chief
Minister Incorporated (CMI)
general manager Datin S.
Bharathi, and GTWHI general
manager Dr Ang
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HIEF Minister Chow
CKon Yeow recently an-

nounced that a long-
dormant heritage building will
finally be restored and trans-
formed into a regional learn-
ing and education centre for
heritage.

This follows the resolution of
a court case that had delayed
its development for years.

Speaking at the George Town
Heritage Celebrations (GTHC)
2025 community appreciation
ceremony, Chow said the Pen-
ang government has allocated
RM211 million for the restoration
of the former godown, located
at the junction of Gat Lebuh
Acheh and Lebuh Victoria, which
the state previously acquired for
heritage-related purposes.

It will be called the George
Town Heritage Research, Edu-
cation, and Learning Interna-
tional Centre (GTH-Relic).

“Now that the court case has
been resolved, George Town

Hub for heritage learnin

World Heritage Incorporated
(GTWHI) will take over the build-
ing and turn it into a learning
and education centre for heri-
tage, for the original acquisition.

“Some preliminary works
have been done, and we are
ready to continue.

“It is important we have such
a centre, not just for Penang but
as a platform for knowledge ex-
change between residents, arti-
sans, NGOs, professional bod-
ies, and heritage centres from
around the world,” Chow told
reporters during a brief media
conference at the Penang Youth
Centre in Lebuh Acheh.

He also praised GTWHI, say-
ing it has earned recognition as
one of Southeast Asia’s best
heritage site managers.

The new centre, he said,
would serve not just as a local

Pottery demonstration

BEFORE the advent of refrig-
erators, how did people keep
their vegetables fresh for sev-
eral days?

According to Penang Hindu
Association (PHA) vice-presi-
dent Dr S. Balasubramanim,
one traditional method involved
using clay pots — humble yet
ingenious vessels that not only
preserved the freshness of veg-
etables but also played an im-
portant role in daily life.

He said before storing veg
etables in the clay pot, a small
amount of water would first be
poured into it.

The water would gradually
seep through the porous walls of
the unglazed clay pot and evapo-
rate from its surface.

As the water evaporated, it
absorbed heat from the pot and
its contents, causing the inte-
rior to cool down. This natural
cooling effect helped lower the
temperature inside the pot and
maintain a more humid environ-
ment, thereby slowing down
wilting and spoilage.

“Clay pots are safe to use,
even before aluminium and steel
came into the picture. In the old
days, we used clay pots for most
of our cooking. For instance, till
today during the Ponggal festival,
we use a clay pot and firewood to
boil milk.

“Clay pots are healthy to
use. But the younger gen-
eration today prefers modern
stoves and non-stick pans,”

Balasubramanim said.

However, he lamented that
the art of making clay pots is
now becoming a dying trade, with
only one company in Parit Buntar
and two in Selangor still actively
involved in the business.

For this reason, PHA president
Datuk P. Murugiah said his asso-
ciation held a “Clay Festival: The
Revival of Pottery Life” in conjunc-
tion with the George Town World
Heritage Celebration recently at a
makeshift stall, named Kitchen,
on Jalan Masjid Kapital Keling.

“This is the second time the
Penang Hindu Association has
held a Clay Festival in the George
Town World Heritage Celebration.
The first time was in 2017, and it
was held on a grander scale. This
year, we've had to make do with
limited space,” Murugiah told Bu
letin Mutiara during an interview.

PHA's booth attracted a steady
stream of visitors, many of whom
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hub but also as a learning facil-
ity for the wider region.

Meanwhile, GTWHI general
manager Dr Ang Ming Chee
confirmed that preparations are
now underway.

“We are in the process of se-
curing permits, and hopefully by
next year, we can begin full res-
toration works,” she said.

In addition to the education
centre, another project in the
area is the Cultural Heritage
Hub, which will see the restora-
tion of eight shophouses along
Lebuh Acheh.

Once rejected, the proposal
has now been revived and will
receive RM4 million in funding.

The site is set to become a
hub for Penang'’s creative econ-
omy, offering opportunities for
creative entrepreneurs.

“We aim to complete this

project by the first quarter of

next year.

“As for fees to be imposed,
they will be sustainable and rea-
sonable,” Ang said.

She also shared updates on
GTWHI's Relic Project, which
features four main heritage el-
ements: a) Interpretation Cen-
tre, b) Heritage Lab, c) Heritage
Materials Bank, and d) Cultural
Heritage Embassy.

Work is expected to be com-
pleted by the end of next year.

Also present were state
Tourism and Creative Economy
Committee chairman Wong Hon
Wai, Deputy Finance Minister
and Tanjong MP Lim Hui Ying,
assemblymen Teh Lai

Island City Council (MBPP) may-
or Datuk A. Rajendran.

delights festival-goers

Clay Festival is to revive art of
pottery making.

eagerly tried their hands at pot-
tery making.

Guided by instructor Regu-
raj Devaraj, 49, manager of
K. Devaraja Pottery from Parit
Buntar, Perak, first-time partici-
pants found the hands-on ex-
perience both fun and fascinat-
ing as the pottery wheel spun

a) Interpretation

c) Heritage Mate
Bank, and

RM11imil

Heng
(Komtar) and Wong Yuee Harng
(Pengkalan Kota) and Penang

ABOUT GTWHI’s

RELIC PROJECT

Four main heritage
elements -

b) Heritage Lab

d) Cultural Heritage
Embassy

STATE ALLOCATION -

EXPECTED WORK
COMPLETION -

Visitors having fun decbrating mini clay cups with paint.-

beneath their fingers.

Another worker from the same
company also taught the basics
at a second pottery wheel.

Visitors were also treated to
masala tea served in mini clay
cups. Balasubramanim  said
1,500 mini clay cups were pre-
pared for the event.

After enjoying the tea, visitors
were invited to rinse and dry their
cups before painting on them —
an activity that proved especially
popular with children.

A photoshoot corner within the
booth allowed visitors to dress in
traditional Indian attire, complete
with turbans and garlands, for
memorable snapshots.

The booth also showcased an
array of clay pots in various sizes
and vibrant colours — some tra-

ditionally used for storing spices
and grains, others for cooking and
religious rituals, and even for use
as musical drums.

The Kitchen booth was abuzz
with activity throughout the day,
drawing both local and interna-
tional visitors who were keen to
experience the charm of tradi-
tional pottery.

Among those who visited the
stall were Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow, Tanjung MP Lim Hui
Ying, George Town World Heri-
tage Incorporated general man-
ager Dr Ang Ming Chee, Senator
Dr R.A. Lingeswaran, Penang
Island City Council mayor Datuk
A. Rajendran and several state
assemblymen, underscoring the
importance of preserving tradi-
tional arts in modern times.
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HE Penang2030 Fes-
Ttival X Seberang Pe-
rai Heritage Day 2025
held at Kampung Agong in
Penaga recently saw both
traditional performances
and heritage-based work-
shops sharing the limelight
with modern technology.
Visitors were treated to
a colourful blend of cultural
heritage and modern innova-
tion through activities such
as batik painting, silat demon-
strations, wayang kulit perfor-
mances and traditional games
like sepak raga bulatan, which
drew considerable interest
from both locals and tourists.
Complementing the cultural
showcases were engaging sci
ence and technology-based
programmes, including STEM
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The traditional sack race drawing plenty of laughter and cheers from the spectators.
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Children having a bouncy good time with the giant
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workshops and star-
gazing sessions by
Tech Dome Penang.

Visitors also en-
joyed creative ac-
tivites at Penang
Island City Council’s
(MBPP) Maker Space
and took part in sus-
tainability workshops
hosted by the Penang
Green Council (PGC),
adding a modern, for-
ward-looking dimension
to the day.

The oneday event,
held from 2pm to 8pm,

drew thousands of visi-
tors and families eager
to immerse themselves
in the state’s rich cultur-
al tapestry and progres-

sive vision.

y
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with children.
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The festival was jointly or-
ganised by the Chief Minister’s
Office (Penang2030 Unit), Se-
berang Perai City Council (MB-
SP), MBPP, Tech Dome Penang
and PGC.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who officiated the event,
said the festival not only cel-
ebrates Penang’s cultural roots
but also strengthens commu-
nity bonds, particularly in rural
areas.

“The Penang2030 Festival
X Seberang Perai Heritage Day

2025 merges the spirit of the
Penang2030 initiative with the
essence of Seberang Perai’s

Participants take on the
classic tin can challenge
during the festival.

hiseven There may just be a future firefightélr here.

[

cultural heritage.

“Amid the lush greenery and
traditional charm of the kam-
pung setting, this celebration
fosters harmony among people
from all walks of life,” Chow
said in his speech.

He added the event also
serves as a recognition of the
state’s achievements since the
inception of the Penang2030 vi-
sion seven years ago.

“This festival is not just a cel-
ebration; it is an acknowledge-
ment of our continuous efforts
and accomplishments.

“By showcasing traditional
elements like kuih-making, cul-
tural attire competitions, and
folk games, we are proving that

— -
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This child seems determined to do
well in the colouring contest.

heritage can go hand-in-hand
with technological and innova-
tive advancements,” he said.

Chow also reaffirmed the
state government’s strong com-
mitment to cultural and heritage
preservation.

“Our efforts include restor-
ing historical buildings such as
Masjid Jamek Benggali, tradi-
tional shophouses, monuments
and other significant sites.

“At the same time, we are
striving to protect intangible her-
itage such as local languages
and the arts,” Chow added.

The festival concluded with a
vibrant fireworks display, symbol-
ising the unity and pride of Pen-
ang’s multicultural community.

Also present during the
festival were State Secre-
tary Datuk Zulkifli Long, state
executive councillors Jason
H’'ng Mooi Lye, Daniel Gooi Zi
Sen, Fahmi Zainol and Datuk
Rashidi Zinol, MBSP mayor
Datuk Baderul Amin Abdul
Hamid, PGC general manager
Josephine Tan Mei Ling, Tech
Dome Penang chief executive
officer Khoo Boo Wooi and
Chief Minister’s senior confi-
dential secretary Mohd Balk-
ish. Othman.
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MAJOR archaeological
Afind — a section of pre-

World War |l trolley track
measuring 7.4 metres long,
near the outer vicinity of Fort
Cornwallis — has captured the
attention of Penangites.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the significant discovery was
made during landscaping works
outside the northwest bastion of
Fort Cornwallis, when construc-
tion teams found a pair of narrow-
gauge steel rails embedded be-
neath the road surface.

It is learnt the track was dis-
covered on June 26.

Chow, who visited the site
recently together with represen-
tatives from the National Heri-
tage Department (JWN), Pen-
ang Island City Council (MBPP),
and George Town Conservation
and Development Corporation
(GTCDC), said the track was be-
lieved to date back to the Brit-
ish colonial era and was later
utilised by the Japanese during
the Occupation.

“Based on pre-1945 military
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Pre-WWII trolley track
unearthed

maps and aerial photographs,
a trolley track once ran around
Fort Cornwallis,” he said.

“It was used to transport
weapons and other materials
during the war.

“This is not the first time a
trolley track has been discov-
ered. A similar track was found
during earlier restoration works
inside Fort Cornwallis and has
since been preserved in situ.”

Chow added the newly discov-
ered 7.4-metre segment is likely
just a portion of a longer track,
as more sections would have
originally surrounded Fort Corn-
wallis before being removed dur-
ing past roadworks.

“The track may have also con-
nected to Swettenham Pier, pos-
sibly to facilitate the transport of
goods from ships,” he added.

Chow commended the project
team for recognising the histori-

cal value of the discovery.

“This finding was unexpected,
but it has certainly captured our
attention and deserves to be
preserved.

“The project team could have
taken the easy way by covering
the track, but they understood
the significance of preserving
invaluable relics from the pre-
World War Il era,” he said.

Following the discovery, JWN,
GTCDC, state government and
MBPP conducted a joint site visit
to assess the best way to man-
age the find.

Chow said the site would
now be preserved and trans-
formed into an open-air exhibit
for public viewing.

Chow recalled a previous visit
to Beijing Road Pedestrian Street
in  Guangzhou, China, where
sections of ancient roads are
preserved under glass panels,

(From left) Chow, Slravo, Wong and Bharathi pointing at the
historical trolley track discovered in the vicinity of Fort Cornwallis.

allowing visitors to walk over his-
torical pathways while enjoying a
modern shopping experience.

“The state  government,
MBPP, GTCDC, Chief Minister
Incorporated (CMI), Think City
and the Aga Khan Trust for Cul-
ture are extremely excited about
this discovery and look forward
to sharing it with the public and
visitors alike.

“The state government will

work with JWN on the conserva-
tion work of the trolley track. Al-
though the discovery was made
in Penang, it is part of Malaysia’s
historical legacy,” he added.

Also present during the site
visit were state executive coun-
cillor for Tourism and Creative
Economy Wong Hon Wai, state
GTCDC adviser Francesco Sir-
avo and CMI general manager
Datin S. Bharathi.
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Pertandingan Melukis Poster - 3/2025 l Hadiah:
Pertama: RM700
Kedua: RM500
Ketiga: RM300

5P @mﬁﬁ @PENANG

Berumur 13 tahun dan ke atas. Tarikh peraduan: 1 Julai - 30 Sept 2025

. Peraduan dibuka dari 1 Julal hingga 30 Sept 2025,

. Bebas menggunakan sebarang jenis bahan mewarna.
. Saiz kertas lukisan adalah A3 (29.7 cm x 42 cm).
. Lukisan grafik dan adaptasi menggunakan komputer adalah tidak dibenarkan. Kad Fenganalan:

. Lukisan dan idea adalah hasil ciptaan sendiri.

Nama:

Alamat:
. Karya perlu bertemakan ‘Barisan Hadapan Benteng Negara'.
Diwajibkan untuk sertakan loge Penang2030 dan Buletin Mutiara dalam karya.

8. Borang butiran peribadi peserta perlu ditampal di bahagian belakang karya.

9, Penyertaan ahli keluarga terdekat barisan penganjur adalah tidak sah, No. Telefon: {Rumah}
10. Hasil karya adalah hak milik penganjur. {Eilﬂhit}
1. Sebarang pertanyaan, sila hubungi D4-5505704 f 5705,

12. Alamatkan semua borang penyertaan ke: Emel:
Pertandingan Melukis Poster - 3/2025,

Tingkat 47 KOMTAR, 10303 Polau Pinang. (Pastikan semua butiran diisi dengan lengkap).
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uStory by Kevin Vimal
=Pix by Darwina Mohd Daud

HE Penang government
Trecently announced the

official launch of the
Penang Chip Design Academy
(PCDA), a cornerstone initiative
positioned to reshape Malay-
sia’s future in integrated cir-
cuit (IC) design.

The PCDA is one of the key
pillars under the Penang Silicon
Design @5KM+ initiative, aimed
at strengthening the state’s po-
sition in the semiconductor in-
dustry.

It focuses on building up-
stream integrated circuit (IC)
design capabilities that are
critical for semiconductor lead-
ership. It also carries a bold
mission to train over 1,000
IC design engineers within the
next five years.

Itis led by InvestPenang in col-
laboration with the Penang Skills
Development Centre (PSDC).

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow applauded the unveiling
of the programme, and said it
strategically aligns with both the
National Semiconductor Strate-
gy (NSS) and the New Industrial
Master Plan 2030 (NIMP 2030).

“With hands-on, industry-driv-
en courses in physical design,
verification, layout, and analog
design, PCDA directly addresses

what the industry needs.

“As | have often said, resil-
ience starts with upstream capa-
bilities, in research and design
(R&D), design, and in people.

“PCDA is our way of respond-
ing to that need but this is not
a one-man show, hence Penang
cannot do this alone.

“l would like to urge the In-
vestment, Trade and Industry
Ministry (Miti) to urgently relook
at their negotiating strategy.

“We need to restrategise,
and more importantly, engage
the US more effectively and as-
sertively.

“Malaysia must be able to
make a stronger case. We owe
it to our industry, workers, and
our future,” Chow said in his
speech during the official unveil-
ing of the programme at PSDC in
Bayan Lepas.

Its training programmes are
designed by industry, for indus-
try, and focus on four core IC
design disciplines: Physical De-
sign, Design Verification, Cus-
tom Layout, and Analog Design.
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Hari, Loo, and Motorola Solutions Penang vice-president and managing director Solomon Lorthu.

The courses target both fresh
graduates and existing engi-
neers, offering a suite of inten-
sive four to nine-week IC Design
Mastery Courses.

These are delivered by sea
soned experts with more than

two decades of hands-on expe-
rience in global semiconductor
companies, ensuring realworld
relevance and immediate appli-
cability in high-impact roles.

The first cohort began training
on June 16.

Also present were state Infra-
structure, Transport and Digital
Committee chairman Zairil Khir
Johari, InvestPenang chief exec-
utive officer Datuk Loo Lee Lian,
and PSDC chief executive officer
Dr Hari Narayanan.

Innovation hub under Silicon Design @5km+ launched

THE Penang Silicon Research
& Incubation Space shows
Penang’'s ambition to take
on a bigger role in the global
semiconductor industry.

A pivotal element of the Pen-
ang Silicon Design @5km+ ini-
tiative, the Penang Silicon Re-
search & Incubation Space was
officially launched recently at
GBS TechSpace in Bayan Lepas.

This marks another milestone
in the state’s mission to lead
Malaysia’s integrated circuit (IC)
design landscape.

This newly launched facility
joins two other major compo-
nents already operational under
the initiative, namely the Pen-
ang IC Design and Digital Park
@Bayan Lepas and the Penang
Chip Design Academy @PSDC.

Spearheaded by the Penang
government, the Penang Silicon
Design @5km+ initiative aims
to strengthen the state’s posi-
tion as a key player in the global
semiconductor supply chain by
creating a concentrated and
interconnected ecosystem for
IC design and technology enter-

prises within a bkm+ radius of
the Bayan Lepas industrial hub.

During the official opening,
Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow said the launch of Penang
Silicon Research & Incubation
Space reaffirms Penang’'s com-
mitment to aligning with the Na-
tional Semiconductor Strategy
(NSS), which charts Malaysia’s
goal to move up the value chain
through higher value-added ac-
tivities such as IC design.

“This Silicon Research and
Incubation Space is envisioned
as a one-stop centre designed
to cultivate a vibrant community
of next-generation Al-driven IC
design thinkers, engineers, and
entrepreneurs.

“It also provides access to
high-spec server environments,
cutting-edge lab facilities, and
industry-standard Electronic
Design Automation (EDA) tools
and equipment, which are criti-
cal enablers for IC design and
development.

“But it doesn’t stop there.
The space is complemented by
an integrated suite of technical

consultations, expert mentor-
ships, and collaborative devel-
opment programmes, all de-
signed to accelerate innovation
and product readiness,” Chow
said in his speech.

Also present were state ex-
ecutive councillors Datuk Seri
Sundarajoo Somu, Jason H'ng
Mooi Lye, Lim Siew Khim,
Sungai Puyu assemblyman
Phee Syn Tze, Komtar assem-
blyman Teh Lai Heng, Penang
Development Corporation
(PDC) chief executive officer
Datuk Aziz Bakar and Invest-

Penang chief executive officer
Datuk Loo Lee Lian.

Chow highlighted that Penang
is already home to more than 45
local and international IC design
companies, forming Malaysia’s
largest IC design cluster.

“With the launch of this
space, we aspire to nurture
even more homegrown IC de-
sign champions and ultimately
to realise the vision of produc-
ing ‘Made by Malaysia’ chips
and thus reinforcing Penang’s
position as the ‘Silicon Valley of
the East’,” he added.

He emphasised that the
Penang Silicon Design @5km+
initiative is more than just a
development strategy as it rep-
resents a bold, integrated ap-
proach to connecting industry,
government, and academia in
building a holistic, endto-end IC
design ecosystem.

“This initiative goes beyond
infrastructure; it is about cre-
ating a dynamic, collaborative
environment that positions
Penang as Malaysia’s hub for
IC design and Al-driven innova-
tion,” he said.
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HILE technology of
fers many advantages
in business, for tradi-

tional printer M. Vanthana, it has
also brought challenges.

Yet, her selfresilience and
strong will to evolve have helped
her remain steady in the printing
industry.

Vanthana, 50, has been run-
ning Jasmine Printers for the
past 18 years. She attributes
her success to the unwavering
support of her family.

Her journey began at a printing
shop on Penang island, where
she gained her first hands-on ex-
perience in the field.

After that, she took a bold
step and started her own busi-
ness in Butterworth.

“Our shop handles orders for
invitation cards, banners, sou-
venirs, trophies, e-invitations,
and other custom-designed
items for weddings, temple
events, and various functions.
Our customers come from the
Malay, Chinese, and Indian
communities, many of whom
are regulars,” she said during
an exclusive interview with Bu-
letin Mutiara recently.

According to Vanthana, de-
mand for printed wedding in-
vitation cards saw a sharp de-
cline during the pandemic and
has continued to decrease with
the growing popularity of digi-
tal technology, as more people

now opt for e-invitations.

“Before the pandemic, we
printed about 1,000 wedding
cards per order, but now it is
down to around 500,” she said.

Vanthana shared that younger
generations now prefer e-invita-
tions, believing printed cards will
eventually be discarded.

“With the availability of Al,
some customers design their
cards using online tools. We
assist them with the printing. |
have one staff member, a gradu-
ate, who works as our graphic
designer. Some even bring their
card materials, and we accom-
modate their requests,” Vantha-
na said.

Touching on adapting to digi-
tal trends, she taught herself
how to create e-invitations and
use Al-assisted design tools.

“At first, it was difficult to
keep up, but | tried to learn from
platforms like Instagram. De-
sign trends change rapidly, and
customers always expect some-
thing new.

“Still, traditional customs play
a role in sustaining the industry.
Although many people now opt
for e-invitations, Hindu traditions
still require printed invitations for
close relatives. So, people still
print a minimum of 100 cards.
This helps sustain small-scale
businesses and freelancers in
Penang,” said Vanthana.

Speaking about the future
of traditional printing, Vanthana
said children are already ex-

posed to AI-based Iearnlng as
early as primary school.

With this fast learning and
growing use of technology, she
believes that wedding and tem-
ple invitations may become fully
digital in the future.

“However, | read a study that
suggests people may eventu-
ally grow tired of Algenerated
images and e-invitations, and
might return to traditional print-
ed cards,” she said with a sense
of hope and optimism.

In recognition of her deter-
mination and entrepreneurial
spirit, Vanthana was awarded
the Women Entrepreneur Award
in 2023 by the Malaysia Hindu
Sangam.

Jasmine Printers is located at
15, Jalan Jeti Lama, Kampung
Gajah, Butterworth, Penang.

The shop operates from Mon-
day to Friday from Qam to 6pm,
and Saturday from 9am to 3pm.

It is closed on Sundays.

For enquiries, contact Vantha-
na at 016-435 3026.

Durian treat for medla personnel

IN a gesture of appreciation for
the unwavering dedication of
media practitioners and mem-
bers of the Padang Kota Vil
lage Community Management
Council (MPKK), a durian feast
was held recently at the Penang
Youth Centre in Acheh Street.

The event saw the distribu-
tion of approximately 300kg of
durian, featuring popular variet-
ies such as Ang Heh and Capri,
drawing smiles and praise of
those present who relished the
rich and distinctive flavours of
the king of fruits.

Organised to recognise the
contributions of those who
serve the community, the gath-
ering also aimed to foster stron-
ger ties between local journal-
ists, community leaders and
elected representatives.

“This durian treat is more

the durian feast.

than just a celebration of local
fruit — it's about coming to-
gether, sharing joy, and building
unity among all who work tire-
lessly for the people,” said an
organiser at the event.
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Chow sharing a light moment with the medla personnel present at
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The durian-sharing session
underscored the spirit of ca-
maraderie and mutual respect,
reminding all present of the im-
portance of meaningful connec-
tions in community service.

Vanthanarshowmg the various
wedding invitation'card
deS|gns she has produced

| == el

oxer the years.

|8

-

LPI
LEMBAGA PE
NEGERI PUL
PEMANG HOLK
R H 5
e, efi (5

(From left) Sundarajoo, Mogana and Puspa in a group photo after

the ceremony.

63 recipients get state
housing offers

A TOTAL of 63 cligible recipi-
ents were granted housing of-
fers recently under the state’s
affordable housing scheme.

State Housing and Environ-
ment Committee chairman Da-
tuk Seri Sundarajoo Somu said
they were offered the units fol-
lowing the Housing Performance
and Achievement Committee
(HOPE) meeting on May 9.

The units offered are in
Rumah Pangsa Mutiara Indah
Phase 4 (South Seberang Perai
district), priced at RM42,000;
Pangsapuri Mutiara  Anggun
(Southwest district), also priced
at RM42,000, and Ceria Resi-
dence (Northeast district), sold
for RM72,500.

Thirty-seven recipients were
present for the symbolic offer
letter handover ceremony on
June 23.

One of the recipients was
Mogana Anbuselvan, 40, who is
visually impaired.

Mogana was beaming with joy
as she received her offer letter
for a unit under the Rumah Muti-
araKu project at Pangsa Mutiara
Indah (Phase 4).

She was accompanied by her
mother, Puspa Thangaveloo.

According to Mogana, her
housing loan was initially reject-
ed, but she persisted and her de-
termination paid off when it was

approved on her second attempt.

“| waited five years for this
day and | am overwhelmed with
joy to finally receive the offer. |
would like to express my grati-
tude to the state government for
providing housing opportunities
to people like me with disabili-
ties,” she told Buletin Mutiara.

Mogana works at St Nicholas
Home as a massage instructor.

Sundarajoo said the target of
providing 220,000 Rumah Mu-
tiaraku units by 2030 has now
reached 76.17%, with some
units already built, others under
construction and the rest in the
planning stage.

“The Rumah MutiaraKu rent-
to-own scheme aims to deliver
22,000 housing units by 2030.
To date, a total of 5,066 units
have been successfully made
available under this scheme.

“For this scheme, the Penang
Housing Board (LPNPP) also
considers applicants whose
housing loans have been reject-
ed three times,” he added.

Also present were LPNPP
chief business officer Fakhurrazi
lbnu Omar, LPNPP chief legal
and enforcement officer Nadzi-
fah Abd Rahim, JKP Sdn Bhd
chief executive officer Farizul Arif
Abd Mutalib and Palmington Sdn
Bhd assistant general manager
Chew Yoke Hoon.
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VER 400 players of
0various ages took part

in the recent 23rd ASE-
AN+ Age Group Chess Cham-
pionships held in Penang.

Among the many partici-
pants, it was two wheelchair-
bound brothers — Too Pi He,
11, and Pi Cheng, 13 — who
drew the most attention.

The physically challenged
siblings captured hearts with
their grit and cheerful spirit as
they pitted their skills against
other competitors.

According to their aunt,
Mickey Too, both Pi He and Pi
Cheng were born healthy.

However, their muscles be-
gan to weaken when they were
about one and a half years old,
leading to a loss of mobility
and stunted physical growth.

“Their spines are also af-
fected and quite severely
curved. Doctors have yet to
identify the exact illness,
though they suspect it could
be genetic,” Mickey told Bule-
tin Mutiara in an interview.

“I've been taking care of them

since their diagnosis, as their
two older sisters are facing the
same condition. My brother and
his wife care for the girls, while
| look after the boys. Among the
five siblings, only their eldest
sister is unaffected.”

As physical sports were not a
feasible option for Pi He and Pi
Cheng, Mickey felt chess could
be something they might enjoy.

True enough, they devel-
oped a strong interest in the
game. With encouragement
from a coach, Mickey began
taking them from their home-
town of Kulai in Johor to vari-
ous tournaments beginning
last year.

Pi He, a Standard Five pu-
pil of SJKC Lok Yu 2 in Benut,
Pontian, showed promise by
finishing as the Under-12 run-
ner-up in a chess tournament
for the physically challenged,
and also clinched fourth place
in a district-level competition
that attracted over 200 par-
ticipants.

Pi Cheng is currently being
homeschooled.

While competing in a tour-
nament in Pekan, Pahang, last
September, Mickey and the
boys met veteran chess coach

AUGUST 16— 31, 2025

Disability can’t stop chess duo

Tham guiding Pi Cheng (right) and Pi He (left) in a practice session
as the boy's aunt Mickey looks on.

Jax Tham from Kuala Lumpur,
who took them under his wing.

“I've always coached able-
bodied students. This is my
first time taking on the chal-
lenge of training OKU (persons
with  disabilities) players,”
Tham said.

“They already had the ba-
sics, so | guided them on a
pro bono basis from there.

“I believe they have a real
passion for the game. When
a child has passion, all they

need is the right mentorship
to improve. Over the past nine
months, I've seen tremen-
dous progress. They not only
play in OKU tournaments but
also compete in mainstream
events, and they've achieved
impressive results.”

Exposure to tournaments has
made a significant difference,
transforming the boys from shy
and reserved to confident and
self-assured as they face off
against teenagers and adults.

Mickey drives Pi He and Pi
Cheng to Kuala Lumpur about
twice a month for training ses-
sions with Tham.

Tham is proud to note that
both brothers have now ob-
tained FIDE ratings — offi-
cial recognition by the World
Chess Federation.

When asked what advice
he has for other physically
challenged individuals, Tham
said: “I would encourage them
to chase their dreams. For
instance, if someone wants
to play the piano or any mu-
sical instrument, learn it well.
If you're passionate about
something, pursue it whole-
heartedly and strive to be the
best you can be.”

Over his 26-year coaching
career, Tham has trained play-
ers who have gone on to rep-
resent Malaysia at the Asian
Games, the Olympics, and the
World Chess Championships.

At the tournament opening
ceremony, Penang Chess As-
sociation president See Swee
Sie introduced the two sib-
lings to state exco for Sports,
Youth and Health, Daniel Gooi
Zi Sen, who then gave some
encouraging words to them.

THE Nemesis-X Assassins have
made Penang and Malaysia
proud by clinching top wards at
a competition in Australia.

The team won the Overall
Champion’s Award Gold (Grand
Champion) and secured second
place in the Best Robotic Per-
formance Award at the recent
Asia Pacific Open Champion-
ship — FIRST® LEGO® League
Challenge (FLL) 2025 - held at
Macquarie University in Sydney.

Comprising nine students
from different schools across
Penang, the team, united by a
shared passion for STEM engj-
neering and robotics, competed
in the prestigious tournament
that attracted 59 teams from
22 countries. The tournament,
held from July 3 to 6, carried
the theme “Submerged”.

The participants came from
Australia, the United States,
Brazil, Germany, Spain, Swit-
zerland, Greece, China, Ja-
pan, Mexico, New Zealand,
South Korea, Hong Kong,
South Africa, Romania, Tur-
key, Honduras, Norway, the
United Arab Emirates, Taiwan,

The victorious Nemesis-X Assassins shine in Sydney.

Vietham, and more.

In the highly competitive
arena, the Malaysian team
distinguished itself through ex-
ceptional teamwork, innovative
design thinking, and consistent

performance on stage.

This remarkable achieve-
ment marks the first time
since 2017 that Malaysia has
once again claimed the over-
all championship title at an

Penang team wins big in Aussie ev

FLL international event — an

accomplishment of great na-
tional significance.

The Nemesis-X Assassins
had previously earned second
runner-up at the 2024 Malay-

ent

sia FIRST® LEGO® League
Challenge  National Open
Championship, which led to
their selection to represent
Malaysia at this international
competition in Australia.

The team consisted of eight
players - Chong Yao Qing (16
years, SMJK Chung Ling), Ed-
mond Tan Hung Xuan (16, SMJK
Phor Tay), Isaac Fong Wah Kin
(16, SMJK Heng Ee Cawan-
gan), Neoh Yi Qing (16, Penang
Chinese Girls’ High School),
Seow Carlson (16, Han Chiang
High School), Tan Ee Shern
(15, Chung Ling Private High
School), Teh Yu Xuan (16, Han
Chiang High School), Tong Zee
Kenn (16, SMJK Chung Ling)
and Wong Zi Chiun (16, SMJK
Heng Ee Cawangan).

The coaches were Ng Lee
Chuang (chief coach, Assas-
sins Robotics), Eric Lo Weng Kit
(coach, Assassins Robotics),
Ritchie Poh (coach, Assassins
Robotics) and Soon Khye Ze
(coach, Assassins Robotics).
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