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ENANG's economic outlook is on
Pa sound footing and brighter days
await the state, says Chief Minis-
ter Chow Kon Yeow.

In his winding-up speech at the recent
State Legislative Assembly sitting, Chow
(PH-Padang Kota) said Penang’s Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) is projected to
reach RM121.5 billion for 2025 in line
with an expected growth rate of 4.8 per
cent.

“This exceptional performance con-
tinues to position Penang among Malay-
sia’s leading economic contributors.

“Our strong economic growth is a re-
flection of our strategic efforts to position
the state as a hub for hightech industries,
innovation and international trade.

“As we move towards the Pen-
ang2030 Vision, our focus remains on
sustainable growth, economic diversifi-
cation and enhancing the well-being of
our people,” Chow said.

Penang’'s GDP per capita for 2024
stood at RM76,033, significantly above
the national average of RM56,734, re-
flecting the state’s competitive edge in
attracting high-value investments.

“Our GDP per capita, which surpass-
es the national average, is evidence that
Penang is not only keeping pace with na-
tional growth but is excelling in creating
a high-value, innovation-driven economy.

“This achievement is no coincidence,
as the successes stem from consistent
policy direction, meticulous planning
and strong confidence from global inves-
tors in the state’s stability and capabili-
ties,” he said.

Penang remains one of the country’s
top destinations for foreign and domes-
tic investment.

As of September 2025, the state
has recorded manufacturing invest
ments amounting to RM15.79 billion, a
milestone that demonstrates Penang’s
economic resilience despite global chal-
lenges involving tariffs, geopolitical un-
certainties and pressure on global sup-
ply chains.
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State Speaker Datuk Seri Law Choo Kiang (secohd last row, centre), oin by Chow nd Opposition Leader Mohammad Fauzi Yusoff
(PN-Sungai Dua, on Law's left), together with representatives from both sides, in a group photograph at the conclusion of the recent

State Legislative Assembly sitting.

..... the state government is

actively working to rebuild the

CRA balance - CHOW

“The confidence shown by interna-
tional investors in Penang, reflected in
record levels of FDI, speaks volumes
about the stability and competitiveness
of our economy.

“Our commitment to high-quality in-
vestments, automation, digjtalisation
and research will continue to ensure
Penang’s position as an economic pow-
erhouse in the region,” he added.

Chow also addressed a proposal
raised by Joshua Woo Sze Zeng (PH-Pu-
lau Tikus) to establish a Penang Develop-
ment Bank, which he said aligns with the
state’s efforts to foster growth in infra-
structure, urban renewal, and tourism.

“It is also highly consistent with the
proposed establishment of the Penang
International Financial Centre (PIFC).
However, we will carefully review the
proposed model to assess its effective-
ness and suitability,” he added.

The Chief Minister outlined Penang’s
positive fiscal position, noting that the
state’s 2026 Budget provides RM1.08
billion for expenditure.

Penang is on track to further nar
row its budget deficit, with a projected
RM19.92 million deficit for 2026, a
marked improvement from RM33.63
million in 2025 and RM514.53 million
in 2024.

“Our financial management practices
have helped to significantly reduce the
deficit, reflecting the state’s commit-
ment to prudent fiscal policies and en-
suring we record the lowest deficit in
recent history. Based on the latest rev-
enue collection figures and the revenue
expected before the closing of the cur-
rent financial year, it is likely the state
will record a surplus,” Chow said.

He reiterated his pledge to strength-
en the state’s Consolidated Revenue
Account (CRA), committing to hand over
his leadership with RM1 billion in re-
serves by the end of his second term.

As of Nov 20, 2025, Chow said
the state government had collected
RM927.63 million in revenue.

This amount surpasses the 2025
target of RM906.59 million, placing the
state on the right trajectory to increase
the accumulated balance of the CRA.

* Turn to pg 3
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ENANG has recorded
Phighly encouraging growth

in its zakat (tithe) collec-
tion, driven by the continuous
efforts and commitment of the
Zakat Penang Islamic Religious
Council (Zakat MAINPP).

Deputy Chief Minister | Prof
Datuk Dr Mohamad Abdul Ha-
mid (pix), who is in charge
of the Islamic Development,
Education and National Unity
portfolio, said as of October,
total zakat collection reached
RM134,145,481.56, surpass-
ing the RM120,087,255.00
collected during the same pe-
riod last year.

“This significant increase re-
flects the confidence of the Mus-
lim community in the state’s
zakat management system,
as well as the effectiveness
of Zakat MAINPP’s distribution
mechanisms and community
development programmes.

“With the current momentum,
Penang is on track to achieve
its RM200 million zakat collec-
tion target for 2025,” Mohamad
(PH-Batu Maung) said during his
winding-up speech at the State
Legislative Assembly recently.

Under the youth develop-
ment pillar of the Islamic Devel-

AGRICULTURE continues to play
a crucial role in Penang’s de-
velopment and food ecosystem
despite the state’s limited land
availability.

The sector, which accounts for
RM2.2 billion of Penang’s total
economy, sustains thousands of
farmers and fishing families and
remains central to the state’s
food security strategy.

State Agrotechnology, Food
Security and Cooperative Devel-
opment Committee chairman
Fahmi Zainol (PH-Pantai Jere-
jak) said Penang will continue
to strengthen its agrifood eco-
system through innovative pro-
grammes, modernisation and
close cooperation with Putrajaya.

“Agriculture is not just an eco-
nomic activity in Penang; it is
the backbone of food resilience
and rural livelihood. We want to
ensure that every household is
protected from food insecurity
and supply disruptions,” he said
during his winding-up speech at
the recent State Legislative As-
sembly sitting.

Fahmi (pix) expressed his ap-
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Strong growth in zakat collection

opment Agenda 2030
(APAI2030), he added,
the state government
remains focused on
nurturing a competitive,
disciplined and resilient
young Muslim genera-
tion.

“This development ™
framework adopts a ho- *
listic approach, encom- passing
character building, leadership,
social skills and a strong sense
of responsibility towards the com+
munity.

“Throughout 2025, various
programmes were implemented
to provide opportunities for teen-
agers and youths to sharpen
their potential, showcase their
talents and build self-confidence.

“These initiatives also instil
values of respect, compassion,
volunteerism and unity among
youths from diverse back-
grounds,” he said.

He added youth leadership
development was also further
strengthened through Next Gen
Mukmin Mantop, involving 250
youths from Seberang Perai
Utara and the Next Gen Mukmin
programme for teenagers aged
14 to 16 from Islamic religious
secondary schools (SMAR) and

ASSEMBLY

local mosque commu-
nities.

“These pro-
grammes emphasised
leadership  training,
= mental resilience,
self-discipline and
_character  building
'} “through  well-struc-

“tured spiritual and
outdooractivities.

“The state govern-
ment  believes that
these coordinated ef-
forts will shape a gen-
eration of young Penang-
ites who are competitive,
ethical, disciplined and
ready to contribute mean-
ingfully to community
development and
the future of the
state, in line with
APAI2030 as
pirations,” he
said.

Mohamad
stressed that
the Pen a
nggover
n ment, to-
gether with
MAINPP,
continues to
enhance the
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role of mosques as key institu-
tions for Muslim community de-
velopment.

“Penang remains commit-
ted to allocating 30% of the
total cost for the construction
of new mosques, reaffirming
its dedication to strengthening
mosques as centres of learn-
ing, unity and sustainable com-
munity growth.

“This year, five
MOSQues were Success-
fully completed. They are
Masjid Papan, Mas;jid Ta-
man Sungai Dua Utama,
Masjid Bandar Cassia,
Masjid Sungai Kechil Ni-
bong Tebal and Mas-
jid  Mengkuang
Titi. The state
government
contributed
RM9.8 million
towards these
projects.

“Another
mosque, Mas-
jid Bandar Pu-
tra Bertam, is
expected to be
completed  this
year with an addi-
tional allocation of
RM2 million.

Penang strengthens food security

preciation to the federal govern-
ment for approving project allo-
cations under the 13th Malaysia
Plan (RMK13).

Under the Agritech and Food
Security portfolio, two major proj-
ects were approved for coordina-
tion by the Malaysian Fisheries-
Development Board (LKIM): the
feasibility study for a tuna port in
Penang and the empowerment of
the Penang Fishermen’s Market.

“These approvals show the
federal government’s  confi-
dence in Penang’s capability
and commitment to becoming a
leader in sustainable, high-value
agriculture,” he added.

Penang recently emerged sec-
ond in the Best Booth category
at the 2025 National Farmers,
Breeders and Fishermen Day
(HPPNK) in Kota Kinabalu, a
recognition Fahmi described as
a milestone for the state’s agi-
food sector.

“This achievement proves
that excellence in agriculture

does not depend on land size,
but on innovation, technology
and the dedication of our farm-
ers and agencies,” Fahmi said.
Under the Food Security Pro-
gramme: Optimising Land Use,
Penang received RM5.35 million
in federal allocations for 2025,
a substantial increase from
RM1.35 million last year.
Several  highimpact  pro-
grammes are already being
rolled out, including:
® increased rice yields of up to
30 per cent through the Photo-
synthesis Booster Solution Pro-
gramme;
® disease-prevention technol-
ogy through the Break and Pro-
tect 2 (BP2) programme for cage
fish farmers;
® release of over 281,000
marine and inland fish fry into
coastal waters;
® expansion of smart agricul-
ture in key padi areas;
@ distribution of tractors, drones
and harvesting machinery to co-

operatives; and
® incentives for
home food industries.

Fahmi noted that these ini-
tiatives are already benefit-
ting farmers and communities
across Seberang Perai, Batu
Maung, Sungai Udang and other
key locations.

Fisheries remain the main con-
tributor to Penang’'s agricultural
output, at 40 per cent, followed
by crops (33 per cent), and live-
stock (27 per cent).

Penang remains one of the
largest aquaculture producers
in Malaysia, with the sub-sector
contributing RM709 million.

The state government is also
intensifying support for livestock
farmers to maintain supply sta-
bility, including equipment as-
sistance, technical training and
modern farming technologies.

Several major programmes
are on track for 2026, includ-
ing the Ratoon Rice Pilot Proj-
ect conducted with Fujian Agri-

agri-based
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“Three more mosques are
currently under construction,
namely Masjid Lama Sungai
Bakap (RM6 million), Masjid
Cherok Tok Kun Bawah (RM4.5
million) and Masjid Permatang
Tinggi (RM3.5 million).

“Meanwhile, work on the Mas-
jid Bandaraya Pulau Pinang at
the Smart City Campus KITAB,
Bandar Cassia, is also in prog-
ress, with land investigations
and design preparation being
carried out by the Public Works
Department (JKR),” he said.

Mohamad added the state
government, through MAINPP,
continues its commitment to el-
evating the status and welfare
of Fardhu Ain (Kafa) teachers.

“Key improvements include
increasing Kafa teachers’ al-
lowance from RM1,300 to
RM1,500, increasing head-
master’'s  allowance from
RM1,350 to RM1,600 and in-
troducing a special RM1,100
maternity incentive for female
Kafa teachers.

“To enhance teaching and
learning quality, RM150,000
has also been allocated, along-
side extending Kafa's opera
tional days from three to five
days a week,” he said.

culture and Forestry University,
which optimises rice harvesting
by producing two harvests from
one planting cycle.

Fahmi emphasised that
Penang’s agricultural future
lies in technology-enabled
food production.

“We want to prove that Pen
ang can succeed in agriculture
not because we have large tracts
of land, but because we inno-
vate, collaborate and modernise.
With strong federal support and
the commitment of our agencies
and farmers, Penang is ready to
lead in the next phase of sustain-
able agriculture,” he said.
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ENANG’s achievements
Pare not accidental but

the product of disci-
plined planning and long-term
policy consistency, says Dep-
uty Chief Minister Il Jagdeep
Singh Deo.

“All that we have achieved are
not coincidental. They stem from
the state government’s strategic
direction and decades of building
a high-skilled workforce.

“Our commitment to strength-
ening Penang’s hightech eco-
system will continue to ensure
we remain competitive,” Jag-
deep (PH-Datok Keramat) said
in his winding-up speech at the
recent State Legislative Assem-
bly sitting.

Jagdeep (pix) said Penang’s
stable trajectory, backed by quali-
ty investments, local talent devel-
opment and structured planning,
positions the state to continue
leading Malaysia’s semiconduc-
tor and E&E landscape.

With a commanding 58% of
Malaysia’'s total electrical and
electronics (E&E) exports, Pen-
ang’s position as the Silicon Val-
ley of the East has never been
Clearer.

Jagdeep said the title is not
mere rhetoric but the result of

Policies, planning
to achievements

decades of global con-
fidence and continuous

investments in semi-
conductor technolo-
gies.

“This recognition is
not a slogan. It is root-
ed in sustained glob- 4
al investment in Pen-
ang’s semiconductor -
industry since the 1970s,” he
said.

Jagdeep added Penang’'s
transformation is the product of
clear and consistent state plan-
ning, supported by a pipeline of
high-skilled talent and a thriving
industrial ecosystem.

He pointed to the rapid de-
velopment of Batu Kawan, once
a quiet fringe township, into a
modern industrial hub, as well
as the state’s strategic expan-
sion into the northern corridor,
including Bertam.

nSSE*

"Malaysia has cap-
tured 13% of the global
market in semiconduc-
tor OSAT (outsourced
semiconductor assem-
bly and testing), and
! Penang is the coun-
'f plry’s biggest contrib-
B utor to the world’s

semiconductor sup-
ply chain,” he said.

Jagdeep, who oversees the
Human Capital Development,
Science and Technology port-
folio, outlined the state govern-
ment's goal to increase the
number of skilled workers in en-
gineering and technical fields to
150,000 by 2030.

He said the target aligns with
the rapid growth of Penang’'s
E&E and semiconductor sec-
tors and supports the National
Semiconductor Strategy (NSS)
launched in 2024.

CM: Federal Constitution clearly
establishes Penang as a state

PENANG’S position as a state
within the Federation of Malaysia
is clear and has never been in
dispute from a legal standpoint.
During his winding-up speech
at the State Legislative Assem-
bly recently, Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow said the Federal Con-
stitution explicitly states Penang
as one of the states in Malaysia,
equal in status to all other states.
“The issue concerning al
leged ‘rent’ or ‘payments’ to Ke-
dah does not arise at the state
government level. Based on the
1869 Agreement between the
British and Kedah, as well as
the provisions of Article 167(7)
and Article 169(a) of the Federal
Constitution, any annual pay-
ment commitments that existed
during British administration
were transferred to the federal
government, not the Penang
state government,” Chow said.
He added, from a legal per-
spective, Penang has no obli-
gation to pay any form of rent,
compensation or payment to
Kedah, and that this position is
consistent with the constitution-
al evolution of the nation and
the structure of the Malaysian

Federation.

“The state boundaries were
conclusively defined under the
Kedah and Penang (Alteration of
Boundaries) Act 1985 [Act 325],
passed by Parliament in accor-
dance with Article 2 of the Fed-
eral Constitution,” Chow said.

Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk
Seri Muhammad Sanusi Md Nor
recently announced that he was
forming a legal team to pursue
his long-standing assertion that
Penang was merely “leased”
from Kedah, a claim that was
rejected outright by Penang.

During his debate on the bud-
get, Lim Guan Eng (PH-Air Putih)
reminded all representatives
that their loyalty lies with the
sovereignty of Penang.

“If our loyalty is divided due
to political or party interests,
then we betray the state, the
people and the State Constitu-
tion. Do not betray the oath we
took as ADUNs (State Assembly
members) of Penang to defend,
protect and uphold the state’s
sovereignty and Constitution,”
he said.

During her debate, Connie
Tan Hooi Peng (PH-Seri Delima)

highlighted that Kedah has no
locus standi in its claim over
Penang.

“The claim is nothing but a
political drama, wasting time,
energy and public funds,” Tan
(pix) said.

During the Penang Deepavali
Open House at SJKC Shang Wu
in Air Itam recently, Deputy Chief
Minister Il Jagdeep Singh Deo
challenged any party seeking to
dispute Penang'’s status to take
the matter to court, saying the
state was fully prepared to de-
fend itself.

"But let me be very clear:
constitutionally, it cannot be do-
ne. The Constitution is the high-
est law of the land,” he said.

“With strong state leader-
ship, strategic investments and
the development of local tal-
ent, this target is realistic and
achievable,” he said.

Jagdeep also urged Malay-
sia to accelerate its mastery of
emerging technologies, including
Al and digjtal technologies, to en-
sure long-term competitiveness.

“Global technology is advanc-
ing at an extremely fast pace.

"Every state, including Pen-
ang, must ensure its policies,
training and talent development
remain aligned with current in-
dustrial needs,” he added.

Jagdeep reaffirmed that Pen-
ang continues to expand strate-
gic collaborations with technolo-
gy companies, educational insti-
tutions and federal agencies to
strengthen STEM-based human
capital development.

Since 2023, 17 local tech-

nology companies have been
actively involved in supporting
STEM programmes, while more
than 400 schools have ben-
efited from digjtal learning ini-
tiatives through Penang STEM,
Penang Science Cluster and
Penang Tech Centre.

With a dominant role in Ma-
laysia’'s E&E exports, rising
semiconductor capabilities and
strong state-backed talent initia-
tives, Jagdeep said Penang is
set to continue leading Malaysia
and the region into the next era
of high-technology growth.

Important role of land
measures in revenue strategy

* From pg 1

With this latest development,
the projected deficit for early 2025
— initially estimated at RM33.63
million — has now been reduced
to RM12.59 million.

“This performance demon-
strates that the state govern-
ment is actively working to re-
build the CRA balance through
strategies to enhance state rev-
enue while maintaining prudent
expenditure.”

A significant portion of the
state’s revenue strategy in-
volves land-related measures.

Penang plans to increase land
and assessment taxes, review
transaction fees and introduce
new land auction guidelines.

These measures are expect
ed to boost revenue substantial-
ly over the next five years.

The Land and Mines Office
(PTG) aims to raise land and
assessment tax revenue from
the current RM140-145 million
annually to RM300-350 million
between 2026 and 2030.

“Our revenue strategies are
focused on long-term growth.
The increased collection from
land taxes and non-tax sourc-

es will help ensure we have
the financial resources to sup-
port our vision for Penang,”
Chow said.

In 2025, Penang’s interna-
tional presence was strength-
ened through 22 official over-
seas visits by state executive
councillors.

These visits resulted in several
MoUs and potential investments,
including a notable RM426 mil-
lion investment from global com-
panies like FedEx and DHL.

Chow stressed that these
engagements are vital to build-
ing international partnerships
that strengthen Penang’'s eco-
nomic resilience and global po-
sitioning.

In closing, Chow reaffirmed
the state government's com-
mitment to the Penang2030 Vi-
sion, which focuses on creating
“A Family Focused, Green, and
Smart State that Inspires the
Nation”.

“Penang’s future is bright, and
with the continued support of the
people, we will ensure that our
state remains at the forefront of
Malaysia’'s economic and social
development,” he said.
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HE Penang government
Tis reviewing several tech-

nical proposals on inte-
grating smart elements into
both new and existing bus
stops, says state Local Gov-
ernment, Town and Country
Planning Committee chairman
Jason H'ng Mooi Lye.

“Each proposal is being
evaluated based on realtime
functionality, longterm main-
tainability city data integration
and cost efficiency.

“This rigorous filtering pro-
cess aims to determine a practi-
cal, high-impact smart bus stop
model that can be adopted as
the state standard for the ben-
efit of public transport users.

“The evaluation will also
take into account the overall
cost of developing each smart
bus stop,” H'ng (PH-Jawi) said
during his winding-up speech
at the Penang State Legislative
Assembly recently.

H'ng (pix) added the state
government, through both lo-
cal councils, namely Seberang
Perai City Council (MBSP) and
Penang Island City Council
(MBPP), has also established
comprehensive guidelines in-
corporating requirements from
the Immigration Department.

“These guidelines aim to
regulate the involvement of
foreign nationals in business
activities and ensure that only
eligible individuals who com-
ply with Malaysian laws are al-

lowed to work or assist in busi-
ness operations.

“The guidelines have also
been embedded as licensing
conditions for business prem-
ises in the state,” he said.

MBPP and MBSP, he add-
ed, continue to take proac-
tive steps to review
and update these *
guidelines in line with
current needs to en-
sure more effective
enforcement and to
reduce unlawful for-
eign involvement in

Penang’s business sector.

On the proposal to increase
closed<circuit television (CCTV)
coverage for enhanced secu-
rity, H'ng said MBPP already has
plans to instal more CCTV units
on the island from next year.

“A detailed study, to be carried
out in collaboration with the po-
lice, will identify suitable hotspots
for the installation of the new
units to strengthen surveillance
and public safety,” he said.

H’ng also highlighted MBPP’s
intensified efforts to promote
the disposal of abandoned
and end-of
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State reviews smart
bus stop proposals

life vehicles through its “strata
bebas kenderaan usang” pro-
gramme, along with wider public
awareness campaigns.

“To support this initiative,
MBPP provides regular brief-
ings, digital information Kkits,
promotional materials and en-
gagement sessions with stake-
holders to ensure that residents
on the island clearly understand
how to dispose of derelict ve-
hicles independently via the on-
line system (e-Deregistration).

“This method is extremely
convenient. The process takes
less than five minutes, requires
no physical presence at the
Road Transport Department
(JPJ), incurs [ sus stanen

A% | Rl

Commitment to youth development

THE state remains committed
to youth development through
continuous programmes,
skills training and commu-
nity engagement, says Youth,
Sports and Health Committee
chairman Daniel Gooi (PH-
Padang Lalang).

Gooi (pix) said the state con-
tinues to strengthen the youth
ecosystem by supporting skills
development, entrepreneurship
and digital participation.

“Our young people are not
only innovators but also stra-
tegic partners in shaping pub-
lic policy,” he said during his
winding-up speech at the State
Legislative Assembly recently.

Gooi said the “Jelajah Be-
lia” series continues to draw
strong  participation,  with
2,487 youths taking part in 10
sessions this year.

“These sessions allow us to
hear directly from youths, espe-
cially in rural areas, and ensure
their views are reflected in state

initiatives,” he added.

Gooi highlighted that fed-
eral initiatives such as the
RM1,000 job mobility incentive
and i-Saraan Plus had benefited
youths entering the workforce
and gig economy, along with
TVET and other entrepreneur-
ship schemes.

Penang youths, he added,
were also benefiting from fed-
eral microfinancing, including
BSN’s youth microfund and
SME Corp’s TUBE allocations.

Gooi added 8,367 youths
had registered as Penang
Youth Volunteers under the
Penang2030 agenda.

"The Rakan Muda and
state youth funds channelled
RM99,800 to 47 youth groups
this year," he said, adding that
RM1.35mil approved through
the State Youth Committee sup-
ported 169 programmes involv-
ing 22,845 participants.

“Although the national defini-
tion changes next year, we will

continue supporting youths be-
tween 30 and 35,” he added.

On the sports front, Gooi
said preparations for Sukma
2026 are being conducted
through scientific and data-
based approaches.

“We do not send athletes
just to participate. We send
them to win with dignity.”

Athlete recovery, sleep
cycles, nutrition and mental
wellness are being monitored
closely by sports scientists
and medical teams, he added.

Gooi also highlighted that
Penang will host snooker and bil-
liards for the 2027 SEA Games,
with RM15 million allocated for
preparations.

Discussions are  ongoing
for the state to host additional
sports, including sepak takraw,
judo, table tennis and boxing.

“Our preparations are be-
ing carried out carefully to en-
sure Penang is fully ready by
2027,” he added.

He noted that RM1.2 million
under the Community Sports Fund
has supported programmes involv-
ing 22,858 participants this year.

Turning to Penang FC, Gooi ac-
knowledged that the team faced
challenges but noted that efforts
are underway to strengthen per-
formance.

He added any suggestion to
dissolve Penang FC must consid-
er potential fines and longterm
implications.

“Penang FC is not just about
cost. It is a longterm invest-
ment in unity, talent develop-
ment and the state’s sports
ecosystem,” he added.

On health issues, Gooi said
overcrowding in public hospitals
is a nationwide challenge requir-
ing coordinated solutions.

He noted that measures such
as faster patient discharge, step-
down care and placing emergen-
¢y specialists in district hospitals
are being implemented.

He added that MySejahtera ap-
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minimal cost and is far more
userfriendly,” he added.

He said vehicle owners
also stand to receive incen-
tives and rewards when they
surrender their vehicles to
licensed Authorised Automo-
tive Treatment Facility (AATF)
operators.

“This encourages legal dis-
posal and helps reduce the
accumulation of abandoned ve-
hicles in residential areas,” he
explained.

H'ng reaffrmed MBPP’s
commitment to actively pro-
moting this initiative so that the
public fully understands, trusts
and is motivated to dispose of
their vehicles responsibly.
e S On tree mainte-
nance, H'ng said
the state government,
through MBSP, has
implemented  struc-
tured and scheduled
arboriculture manage-
. ment to ensure public
safety and the upkeep
of orderly urban land-

scapes in Seberang
_ Perai.

pointment systems and electron-
ic medical records have helped
reduce congestion at clinics.

Klinik Kesihatan Balik Pulau, he
added, will receive RM2mil in up-
grades between 2026 and 2027.

Gooi noted that 20,139
women have been screened un-
der the state women’s health
status this year.

He thanked Air ltam assembly-
man Joseph Ng for raising mental
health concerns and highlighted
that the Penang Mental Health
Committee has been formed to
coordinate responses.
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VERYTHING will be
Eabove board in the se-

lection and offering pro-
cess for the Rumah Mutiara-
Ku (RMKu) housing scheme.

Giving this  assurance,
state Housing and Environ-
ment Committee chairman
Datuk Seri Sundarajoo Somu
(pix) said the process is con-
ducted transparently
and with integrity, free
from interference by
any external party.

“All applications are
evaluated fairly based
on established criteria,
which include the ap-
plicant’s status and
their seniority on the #
waiting list,” Sunda- rajoo
(PH—Perai) said during his wind-
ing-up speech at the State Leg-
islative Assembly recently.

“The selection and approval
decisions are made through
meetings of the Housing Out-

THE Penang government, through
the Penang Women's Develop-
ment Corporation (PWDC) and
in collaboration with Penang In-
stitute, is developing the Penang
Social Development Framework.

“The framework is an impor-
tant strategic guide that will chart
the state’s longterm direction for
social development,” state Social
Development, Welfare and Non-
Islamic Religious Affairs Commit-
tee chairman Lim Siew Khim said
in her winding-up speech at the
recent State Legislative Assem-
bly sitting.

She added social develop-
ment, by its nature, covers a wide
range of issues, with almost ev-
ery aspect of community life fall-
ing under its scope.

“This is precisely why the
framework is so important. It
helps to refine, focus and set
priorities by identifying the real is-
sues and gaps faced by our com-
munities.

“The framework will enable
the state government to formu-
late more responsive policies,
strengthen community engage-
ment, ensure the continuous
inclusion of target groups and
vulnerable communities and im-
prove access to necessary sup-
port systems.

“It is expected to be complet-
ed early next year,” Lim (pix) said.

Beyond the framework, Lim
said the state government is
also reinforcing its commitment
to gender inclusion through the
Gender Inclusion Policy (DKG),
which is now in its second phase
of implementation.

“This phase aims to institu-

nSSE \

Fair selection

come Performance
Committee (HOPE).

“There are no plans
currently to appoint or
involve any elected rep-
resentatives  whether
Y from the government

7or the opposition to

4 participate in HOPE
meetings,” he added.

He explained that the of
fering process has been, and
will continue to be, carried out
transparently and in real time
through the Penang Housing
Board’'s (LPNPP) housing infor-

mation system.

“As of Oct 31 this year, HOPE
has convened 16 meetings, re-
sulting in 5,567 housing offers
being allocated to Penangites,”
he said.

Separately, Sundarajoo said
the proposal to establish a Seko-
lah Menengah Kebangsaan Tamil
(SMKT) is still under discussion
and study.

“The committee must first
consider several key factors, in-
cluding securing approval from
the Education Ministry (MoE)
and addressing other related

process for RIViKu

requirements.

“If this proposal is success-
fully realised, it would become
the first Tamil national secondary
school in Malaysia,” he noted.

He added that he also intends
to introduce special education
classes in all 28 existing SJK
(T) schools in Penang to ad-
dress the learning needs of
students who require special-
ised support.

“However, this initiative is
also still under review and re-
quires further refinement be-
fore implementation,” he said.

Penang advances social development framework

tionalise gender-inclusive prac-
tices across all levels of govern-
ment.

“In essence, the DKG is our
commitment to ensure that ev
ery policy, programme and public
service considers the needs of
both women and men in a fair
and equitable manner,” Lim said.

She added a key component
of this effort is the implementa-
tion of Gender Responsive and
Participatory Budgeting (GRPB),
a method designed to ensure fair
allocation of the state budget.

“Through engagement ses-
sions with local communities,
the state can better understand
their actual needs and channel
resources effectively.

“In a significant milestone,
former Kuala Lumpur City Hall
(DBKL) mayor Datuk Seri Dr Mai-
munah Mohd Sharif announced
at the NEKSUS GRPB National
Conference and Applied Work-
shop 2025 in Kepala Batas re-
cently that DBKL will adapt Pen-

ang’s GRPB model into their new
Community-Inclusive and Partici-
patory Budgeting approach.

“This is a clear recognition of
the effectiveness of Penang’s
GRPB model,” Lim added.

To ensure continuity and prop-
er coordination, Lim added that
the state government will estab-
lish a Gender Inclusion Policy
Steering Committee to monitor,
align and evaluate the impact of
the DKG.

“This initiative will accelerate
the adoption of gender-inclusive
practices across all state depart-
ments and agencies.

“The state is also considering
the use of GRPB methodologies
to enhance existing guidelines,
particularly through engagement
with relevant agencies.

“This will help refine strategies
1o better support women working
night shifts by ensuring policies
are more responsive to their real
needs,” said Lim.

Lim noted that PWDC has
developed a wide ecosystem of
programmes aimed at strength-
ening women's leadership, skills,
financial literacy and community
influence.

Lim added the state govern-
ment, through PWDC, the Pen-
ang Geographic Information Sys-
tem Centre (PeGIS), and the Pen-
ang Social Welfare Department
(JKM), has developed Taska@
Penang, an interactive platform
displaying comprehensive infor-
mation on registered childcare
centres in the state.

“This initiative helps parents

make informed decisions, en-
hances transparency, and en-
courages more operators to reg-
ister legally.

“It also supports women'’s
participation in the workforce by
ensuring access to safe and reli-
able childcare.

“The state is also evaluating
the expansion of this platform to
registered care centres and kin-
dergartens.

“With a more organised care
ecosystem and easier access
to support services, we not only
help families function better but
also build safer home environ-
ments where women, children,
senior citizens and persons with
disabilities (OKU) are shielded
from exploitation or violence,”
Lim said.

PUTTING POLITICS ASIDE: chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow (PH-Padang Kota) and Bukhori
Ghazali (PN-Pinang Tunggal) are all smiles as they exchange a friendly handshake after the State
Legislative Assembly adjourned sine die.
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ITH Visit Malaysia
Year 2026 just days
away, Penang is go-

ing all out to strengthen its
tourism strategies, says state
Tourism and Creative Econ-
omy Committee chairman
Wong Hon Wai (PH-Paya Teru-
bong).

These include expanded inter-
national connectivity, enhanced
digital platforms and wider pro-
motion of tourism preparation.

Wong (pix) noted that Penang
is now connected to 19 inter-
national cities - Dubai, Doha,
Bangkok, Hong Kong, Medan,
Singapore, Jakarta, Surabaya,
Banda Aceh, Phuket, Xiamen,
Shanghai, Shenzhen, Chengdu,
Guangzhou, Taipei, Chennai,
Yangon and Ho Chi Minh City.

“Charter flights have also
been added from Kunming, Haik-
ou, Xian and Chongging. This is
part of our continuous efforts to
spur the tourism sector. We did
not wait for 2026 to begin work,”
he said during his winding-up
speech at the recent State Leg-
islative Assembly sitting.

For the fourth quarter of this
year, several airlines will launch
new routes or add frequencies.

Wong said Sichuan Airlines
will raise its Chengdu—-Penang
flights to daily, while Hong Kong
Express will double its services
from once daily to twice a day.

TransNusa Airlines mean-

PENANG’s commitment to
ensuring that development
reaches every corner of the
state, from high-tech indus-
trial zones to rural kampungs,
took centre stage as state
Trade, Entrepreneurial Devel-
opment and Rural Develop-
ment Committee chairman
Datuk Rashidi Zinol (BN-Sun-
gai Acheh) delivered his wind-
ing-up speech on the 2026
Budget debate at the State
Legislative Assembly sitting
recently.

Describing the portfolio as
“an ecosystem that determines
the future of our people”, he re-
affirmed that Penang’s progress
must be matched with tangible
benefits for families, small trad-
ers, rural communities and en-
trepreneurs across all districts.

“Progress cannot stand on
the shoulders of only a few. It
must flow to every locality - city,
flats, kampungs, townships and
rural areas.

“Budget numbers matter, but
the real priority is the well-being,
resilience and future of our raky-
at,” he said in his speech.

Rashidi (pix) added the state

while launched its in-
augural  Jakarta—Pen-
ang service on Nov

24, while Batik Air will ST
introduce new Medan-
Penang and Singa-
pore—Penang flights in
December.

According to him, ©
Scoot will also in-#
crease its Singapore— Penang
frequency, and 9 Air has begun
charter operations from Haikou.

He said the state’s approach
is to expand tourism beyond the
heritage zone.

"We are developing tourism
products in Balik Pulau, Teluk
Bahang and across Seberang
Perai,” he added.

On digital promotions, he
said Penang Global Tourism is
revamping the myPenang.gov.
my portal into a comprehensive
digital tourism platform, with a
new userfriendly interface and
multilingual content expected to
be completed by this month.

On international arts col-

p

Gearing
U

for

laborations, Wong said
there are no plans to
bring the George Town
Festival overseas due
to currency and cost
constraints.

He added Penang
: Y _Global Tourism con-

7tinues to work with
4 industry partners for
initiatives like the Penang Food
Festival in Bangkok, and recent-
ly sent representatives to the
Osaka World Expo and Chengdu
cultural exhibitions.

Meanwhile, Wong said Pen-
ang continued to record steady
growth in international arrivals
between 2023 and 2025, with
Indonesia, China and Thailand
showing the strongest increases.

Arrivals through the Pen-
ang International Airport (PIA)
improved consistently from
January to September over
the three years.

He said Indonesia remained
Penang’s largest inbound mar-
ket for three consecutive years.

“A total of 284,364 Indone-
sian tourists arrived in the first
nine months of 2025, up from
253,307 in 2023, representing
a12.3% increase. China record-
ed the sharpest growth among
all markets,” he said.

Wong said only 26,056 Chi-
nese tourists were recorded in
2023, but the number surged
to 161,599 in the first nine

Drive for inclusive growth

remains deeply aware of the
pressure felt by families amid
fluctuating prices and rising daily
expenses.

The Penang government con-
tinues to work closely with the Do-
mestic Trade and Cost of Living
Ministry (KPDN) to ensure stable
supplies of essential goods.

The nationally-driven Program
Jualan Rahmah Madani (PJRM),
carried out twice a month in ev-
ery constituency, has already
exceeded this year's target in
Penang.

As of 31 October, 1,677
PJRM sessions were conducted
statewide, surpassing the initial
target of 1,278.

“Programmes like PJRM offer
immediate relief, especially for
B40 families,” he said.

The 2026 Budget debate also
highlighted the robust pipeline
of entrepreneurial programmes
driven by the state, district of-
fices and federal agencies.

A key outreach initiative, the
District-Level Entrepreneur Road-
show (Jelajah Usahawan Pering-

kat Daerah), ensures villagers
and rural residents are not left
out of economic opportunities.

Four districts have been cov-
ered to date, with the programme
heading to the Northeast district
in 2026.

“No kampung entrepreneur
should be left behind. These
roadshows bring the government
directly to the people, not the
other way around,” he said.

On a broader scale, the
Program Jelajah Pulau Pinang,
implemented with the ICU-JPM
through the Federal Agricultural
Marketing Authority (Fama),
has enabled local entrepre-
neurs to penetrate new mar-
kets in Melaka, Kelantan and
Selayang, generating almost
RM555,000 in sales.

The state’'s microfinancing
programme, Skim Pinjaman Ha
rapan (SPH), has also enabled
196 entrepreneurs to expand op-
erations this year, with RM3.49
million disbursed.

Rural development remains a
central pillar of the state’s agenda.

Rashidi announced a ma-
jor win for Penaga residents:
a federal-approved RM11.6
million road and bridge up-
grade under the 13th Malay-
sia Plan (RMK13), which will
address congestion around
the popular Kampung Agong
tourism zone.

“This project may seem mod-
erate in scale, but its impact on
daily life, safety, accessibility and
economic activity is enormous,”
he said.

Efforts are also underway to
regularise 93 Tabika Kemas op-
erating in state-owned premises
to ensure they qualify for federal
maintenance funding.

Meanwhile, ongoing socio-eco-
nomic initiatives under the Rural
Community Development alloca
tion, amounting to RM6.8 million
annually, support house repairs,
basic infrastructure, and equip-
ment grants for small traders.

In 2024-2025, 41 families
benefited from home repair and
construction assistance totalling
RM2.18 million.

months of 2025 following flight
resumptions and stronger travel
demand.

“This amounted to a 520.2%
jump, while Singapore remained
Penang’s third-largest market,”
he said.

He was replying on behalf of
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
to Ong Ah Teong (PH-Batu Lan-
chang), who had asked for the
top 10 countries contributing to
international arrivals in 2025
and comparisons with 2023
and 2024.

Other matters:

® No plans to declare Dec 5 as
a public holiday for Kebaya Day;
® Kampung Melayu Lama Air
[tam currently the only village
nominated for recognition un-
der the National Heritage Act
2005.

® Pesta Pulau Pinang to be held
from Dec 6 to Jan 10, 2026, af-
ter which it will give way to LRT
construction works until the
project is completed in 2031.

! i & /

On the long-standing Bagan
Serai housing project, Rashidi
clarified that development is pro-
gressing under a joint venture
between JKP Sdn Bhd and Perda
Ventures, targeting completion
by 2030.

Rashidi concluded by reaffirm-
ing that Penang’s development
must remain people-centric.

“From Balik Pulau to Seberang
Perai, our mission is the same, a
prosperous, stable and inclusive
Penang where no community is
left behind.

“Urban and rural areas must
move forward together,” he said.



tians worldwide prepare to celebrate Christmas later
this month. —
In Penang, too, hotels and shopping malls have put their |
best foot forward as they prepare to welcome guests and visi-
tors for the joyous occasion.
With the year-end holidays and sales galore, the state is
- expecting an influx of both local and foreign tourists.
Charity, the main message of Christmas, has however not
' been forgotten as various events to help the needy and un-
derprivileged are planned this month.
Here we take a look at how Penang is preparing for the
Yuletide season.
From all of us at Buletin Mutiara, a Very Merry Christmas
to our readers.

THE season of sharing and caring is upon us as Chris-

-No Santa, this
—=—building does

b1 ER

S festlve touchgreets visi

tors at Marrlo !Penan in

This reindeer at the Iobby of

I

Gurney Drlve, where ; giant geometrlc ornaments on'Santa
hats and reindeer antlers, setting a cheerful Christmas
mood amid dancing fountain jets.

1st Avenue Mall in George = ;
Town exudes the season’s Bird’s eye view of Sunway Carnival Mall in Seberang Perai all
greetings. decked up for Christmas.

\ Erade returns after 25 years

THEY had waited more than
two decades and a sudden
downpour was not going to de-
ter thousands from attending
the state-level Christmas cele-
bration at St George’s Church
in George Town recently.

The lively  atmosphere
prevailed despite the wet
weather, with the crowd, Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow and
other guests taking part in the
parade around the heritage
enclave on Dec 6.

Chow said the parade re-
flected Penang’s unity and fes-
tive spirit.

“The last parade was in
200C. Its return today is very
meaningful for all of us,” he
said _in his speech.

A Chow added that
e the revival of the pa-

/A rade showed Pen

ang’'s  strength

as a diverse and harmonious
community.

“This is not just a reli-
gious event. It is a symbol of
confidence, hope and soli-
darity,” he said.

Chow reaffirmed the state
government’s continued sup-
port for non-lslamic places of
worship, including churches.

“A total of RM1.884 million
has been allocated in 2025
to 54 non-Islamic houses of
worship as part of continued
state support,” he said, add-
ing that RM210 million has also
been set aside until 2028 as
medium-term assistance.

“These efforts show our
commitment to harmony and
unity.”

During the event, the state
presented RM150,000 to the
Christian Fed- {“»-
eration of Ma- *

| I Kota
. man

The rain, d|d not dampen
the'splrlts"*f. Chow‘LW .l
(third from rlght) and

'other guests who were
(present atithe Chrlstmas_.,

- ._rad('e]l_n.the Vvicinity of
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laysia (Penang).

Among those present were
State Social Development,
Welfare and Nor-lslamic Reli-
gious Affairs committee chair-
man Lim Siew Khim, Deputy
Finance Minister and Tanjong
MP Lim Hui Ying, Pengkalan

assembly- '

Wong

Yuee Harng, Bagan Jermal as-

semblyman Chee Yeeh Keen,

Harmonico general manager _.*

Paul Au, Cardinal Sebastian -rﬁ‘ :
Francis, Penang Island City \ By
Council (MBPP) councillors F—"
and Penang State Christmas

Celebration Committee 2025
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AMES like Ooi Teik Hock,
NDatuk Eddy Choong, Da-

tuk David Choong, Datuk
Teh Kew San, Datuk Tan Aik
Huang, Datuk Yew Cheng Hoe
and Datuk Seri Lee Chong Wei
are a who’s who of badminton.

They are shuttlers known
globally for their achievements
and prowess on the court.

With such illustrious names
on its roster, Penang is arguably
the leading badminton state in
the country.

With such a history, it was
no surprise when Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow said: “Make
Penang ‘home of the champi-
ons’ again.”

That was the strong message
Chow delivered to the Penang
Badminton Association (PBA) as
it marked its 100th anniversary
with a grand gala dinner recently.

“As Chief Minister, | want to
see the next Olympians, the next
Malaysian All-England champi-
ons, and the next Thomas Cup
heroes come from Penang.

“l know this is not impossi-
ble. Penang has produced world
champions before. We can do it
again. But we must work togeth-
er,” Chow said in his speech be-
fore some 2,000 attendees at
the centennial celebration.

He urged PBA to work closely
with the Badminton Association
of Malaysia (BAM) to identify
young talent early, provide quali-
ty training, and build strong path-
ways for athletes to progress,
from beginner level all the way to
international competition.

“We have the history. We have
the talent. We have the passion.
Now, let us shape the future.

“Let Penang continue to be
the home of champions —
champions who will make Ma-
laysia proud and carry our legacy
forward,” Chow said.

Chow noted that since 1925,

100th anniversary celebration.

PBA has grown from a small
organisation into a significant
force for uniting communities,
building friendships, strengthen-
ing families and shaping Pen-
ang’s identity.

“Your hard work has made
badminton a true symbol of Pen-
ang pride. This is a proud mo-
ment for the association and a
meaningful moment for Penang.
A hundred years is something
very rare, and it deserves to be
remembered and celebrated,”
he said.

He described Penang as the
“cradle of national badminton
champions”.

Chow also paid tribute to the
women shuttlers.

“Our women players also
made us proud, from Datin Ng
Mei Ling to Chin Ee Hui and Goh
Jin Wei.

“These champions showed
the world the Penang spirit: dis-
cipline, hard work, and the de-
sire to always improve,” Chow
added.

He emphasised that badminton
in Penang is not just the domain of
champions but a sport enjoyed by
enthusiasts of all ages.

Chong Welsigned racquets
fetch RM200,000

THE racquets signed by three-
time World silver medallist Da-
tuk Seri Lee Chong Wei, offered
for sale during the Penang Bad-
minton Association’s (PBA)
100th Anniversary, proved to
be highly sought after.

PBA president Datuk Kah
Kau Kiak revealed that the 200
racquets were sold for a total
of RM200,000, with proceeds
supporting the association’s
centennial celebrations and de-
velopment programmes.

“Each racquet was sold at
RM1,000, and all the 200

limited-edition racquets were
snapped up within three days.
We had such an overwhelming
response. Initially, we thought
we might not sell them all. When
all were sold out, | believe that
if we had 500 racquets, they
would have been sold as well,”
Kah told Buletin Mutiara in an
interview.

On the market, the Yonex
Nanoflare 700 Pro racquet,
retailing  between  RM750
and RM790, was provided to
the PBA at special discounts
through direct sponsors.

He said the game holds a spe-
cial place because it brings peo-
ple together and is accessible
almost everywhere — in landed
homes, school halls, community
courts, and even open spaces
between apartment blocks.

This, he noted, makes bad-
minton a sport of unity that
aligns with the Penang2030 vi-
sion for a healthy, happy, and
family-focused state.

Several state leaders and
luminaries were present at the
gala dinner, including Sports
Minister Hannah Yeoh, Human
Resources Minister Steven Sim,
state Sports, Youth and Health
Committee chairman Gooi Zi
Sen, Olympic Council of Malay-
sia (OCM) president Tan Sri Dr
Mohamad Norza Zakaria, Pen-
ang BA president Datuk Kah
Kau Kiak and Chong Wei.

Other badminton stars pres-
ent were Kew San and his wife
Mei Ling, Aik Huang, Cheng Hoe,
Japan’s Kento Momota, Rashid
Sidek, Aaron Chia, Chan Peng
Soon, Yap Hei Lin, Khor Lay
i

i 1 3 "I-II'.' . Y
BADMINTON SUPERFAN: wherever he appears, Chao Khai Yuen, better known as Joe or Ahjo
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Chow (centre) preparing to serve a shuttlecock, joined by (from left) Gooi, Kah, Sim, Lee, Yeoh and Mohamad Norza, to mark PBA’s

See, Saw Swee Leong, Ho Khim
Soon, Yeap Eng Seng and his
wife Leong Chai Lean, Koay Kar
Lin, Khaw Cheow Kheng, Chuah
Han Khim, Ong Ewe Hock, Lee
Yin Yin and Jin Wei.

In his speech, Sim paid spe-
cial tribute to the late Datuk
Eddy Choong — not only for his
badminton achievements but
also for triumphing over racial
discrimination in the West during
his playing days.

“Eddy Choong showed that
we can punch above our weight,
proving to the world that Malay-
sia can excel regardless of our
skin colour. He made our coun-
try proud.

“And years later, we wit-
nessed another legend in Datuk
Seri Lee Chong Wei.

“We are the state of champi-
ons — Eddy Choong, Chong Wei,
Chan Peng Soon, Ewe Hock, Jin
Wei, and many more.

“They set a culture of dedica-
tion and excellence, punching
above their weight to show Pen-
ang can raise so many giants,”

Y \

Sim said.

In his address, Kah said the
centennial celebration was an
opportunity to honour the past,
celebrate the present, and em-
brace the future.

He said 100 years ago, in
1925, a group of visionaries
planted a seed in Penang, be-
lieving badminton could be more
than a pastime — it could be a
passion, a platform, and a point
of pride.

“They had no crystal ball. But
they had conviction. And from
their humble beginnings, the
Penang Badminton Association
was born. From colonial courts
to kampung halls, from wooden
racquets to Olympic podiums —
Penang was where it all started.
The cradle of champions. The
heartbeat of a movement,” Kah
said proudly

Both Yeoh and Mohamad
Norza also commended PBA for
its contributions to the develop-
ment of Malaysian badminton
and its success in inspiring ma-
ny to take up the sport.

%

Badminton, instantly becomes the centre of attention at any badminton arena. It was no different at the
Penang Badminton Association’s (PBA) 100th Anniversary Gala Dinner where Ahjo drew the attention
of photographers and fans when he presented a framed caricature of Datuk Seri Lee Chong Wei, his wife
Datin Seri Wong Mew Choo and their three children to the badminton legend himself.
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