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ORE than 3,000 jobs to be
Mcreated with a RM2.83 billion
investment.

That’s the exciting outlook for Pen-
ang following the opening of Dexcom’s
first manufacturing facility in the state.

Dexcom is a global leader in contin-
uous glucose monitoring (CGM) tech-
nology for diabetic patients.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow, who
attended the opening ceremony re-
cently, said the new facility marks an
important milestone not only for the
company but also for Penang’s grow-
ing industrial landscape.

“The opening ceremony marks a
significant milestone for Dexcom, as
we celebrate the launch of not only the
company’s first manufacturing facility
in Penang but also its first outside the
United States.

“This  strategic investment of
RM2.83 billion will bring more than
3,000 jobs to the state, contributing
to a workforce that is set to positively
impact the lives of over three million
people worldwide.

“The establishment of this new fa-
cility highlights Dexcom’s continued
commitment to taking control of health
through innovative continuous glucose
monitoring systems.

“It also reaffirms Penang’s reputa-
tion as a global hub for advanced tech-
nological industries, reinforcing its
position as a preferred destination for
high-quality manufacturing and innova-
tion,” Chow added.

Dexcom Inc. is headquartered in
San Diego, California, and was found-
ed in 1999.

Meanwhile, Chow added that, build-
ing on over 50 years of industry excel-
lence, Penang is on the right path to-
wards becoming the MedTech Hub of
Southeast Asia.

“Housing the largest number of
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Over 3,000 jobs
in the offi

Chow being briefed by McGarvey (third from right) while (from left) Regan, Leach, Loo, Aziz and Goh look on.

MedTech companies nationally and
regionally, Penang remains a highly at-
tractive location for its infrastructure
availability and ecosystem that meet
the needs of the MedTech industry.

“For the past five years (2019 to
2023), Penang garnered a total of
RM5.8 billion worth of investments in
the Scientific & Measuring Equipment
sector.

“This represents 45% of the coun-
try’s total investment in this sector,
involving 33 projects and generating
an estimated 4,630 employment op-
portunities,” Chow said.

It is learnt that, according to the
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Department of Statistics Malaysia,
Penang remained the nation’s top ex-
porter last September, with 37.5%, or
RM46.5 billion, of total trade.

“Over the past five years, Penang re-
corded exports in professional, scien-
tific, and controlling instruments and
apparatus, including medical devices,
at RM149 billion, representing an av-
erage of 67% of the nation’s total dur-
ing that period.

“To date, Penang has the highest
concentration of medical technology
companies in Malaysia and Southeast
Asia,” he said.

Chow also thanked the Malaysian In-

vestment Development Authority (Mida)
and InvestPenang for their efforts in
maintaining Penang’s position and for
leading initiatives that make Penang a
preferred location for investors.

Also present were Penang Develop-
ment Corporation chief executive of-
ficer Datuk Aziz Bakar, Bukit Tambun
assemblyman Goh Choon Aik, Invest-
Penang chief executive officer Datuk
Loo Lee Lian, Dexcom Malaysia man-
aging director and vice-president of op-
erations Columba McGarvey, Dexcom
executive vice-president of operations
Barry Regan, Dexcom chief operating
officer Jake Leach, and other guests.
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few recycling initiatives

compared to now, Malaysia
produced only 19,000 tons of
waste per day.

“However, in 2018,
38,000 tons.

“These figures were after
recycling initiatives had risen
from 5% in 2005 to 17.5% in
2018,” Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow said in his speech
when he visited Shan Poornam
Metals Sdn Bhd in Perai.

“In 2023, Malaysia still pro-
duced around 39,000 tons of
waste per day, despite a recy-
cling rate of about 35.38%,”
he added.

During his visit, he was given
a tour of the facility’s main opera-
tional sites to better understand
their extensive role in industrial
solid waste management.

“This facility not only manages
e-waste but nearly all industrial
waste codes.

“This capability showcases
a powerful commitment to envi-
ronmental sustainability, and it is
great to have such a facility oper-
ating right here in Penang.

“Thus, in line with achiev-
ing the National Recycling Rate
(NRR) of 40% by 2025, Penang

IN 2005, when there were
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Selvakumar (right) explaining how a procedure works to Chow and the others.

can contribute further and lead
the charge, especially when
we have companies like Shan
Poornam with a vision of creat-
ing a greener and safer environ-
ment for all.

“Parallel to the Penang2030
vision, the state government has
increased its attention to waste
management and recycling.

“We believe that to raise the
level of livability for Penangites,
our homes, shops, and streets
must be clean and hygienic.

“To achieve this, we have set
a target to raise our recycling
rate to 70% by 2030 and have
implemented a ‘Waste Separa-
tion at Source’ policy to reduce
waste generation for disposal.

“At the same time, we have
strengthened our engagements
with private waste manage-

ment and recycling industries
to aid in achieving our targets.
Hence, Shan Poornam’s con-
tribution in this field is signifi-
cant,” Chow said.

A brief ceremony involving
key stakeholders, industry play-
ers and other relevant parties
was held, during which a short
video about the recent ground-
breaking ceremony of the Cen-
tralised Labour Quarters (CLQ)
was shown.

Shan Poornam managing
director Datuk Seri S. Selvaku-
mar Chetty said the quarters,
strategically located next to Batu
Kawan, will provide a comfort-
able and respectful shelter for
the workers, equipped with im-
portant facilities.

No further details about the
quarters were revealed during

the ceremony.

Separately, responding to a
reporter's question on whether
Donald Trump’s comeback as
the US president could impact
current or upcoming investments
in Penang, Chow hopes industry
players will remain optimistic
even with Trump winning and fo-
cus on continued development.

“Malaysia can still benefit,
but hopefully, with these election
results, it won't jeopardise what
we have and we will continue to
grow despite new policies.

“We will remain cautiously op-
timistic about opportunities to
form strategic partnerships with
the USA,” Chow added.

Also present at the event was
state Housing and Environment
Committee chairman Datuk Seri
Sundarajoo Somu.

A LEADING manufacturer of
precision fluid control com-
ponents and system solu-
tions, Shenzhen Keyto Fluid
Technology Co. Ltd, through
its subsidiary Keyto MY Sdn
Bhd, has officially opened its
first state-of-the-art factory in
Penang.

This marks the company’s
inaugural presence in both the
country and Southeast Asia.

The manufacturing facility is
located in the Batu Kawan Indus-
trial Park (BKIP).

Shenzhen Keyto Fluid Technol-
ogy chairman Zhang Cheng (pix)
said the new 3,540sq m manu-
facturing facility would focus on
producing fluid management sys-
tems and precision components.

“This is essential for applica-
tions in medical devices, life sci-
ence instruments, and environ-

Shenzhen Keyto spreads wings to Penang

mental monitoring systems.

“With a projected sales rev-
enue of RM65 million over the
next three years, this project
underscores the strong mar-
ket potential and demand for
high-precision fluid technol-
ogy,” he said.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who officiated the open-
ing ceremony, congratulated the
company on beginning this excit-
ing new chapter with its Malay-
sian subsidiary in Penang.

“Penang, advancing as a Sili-
con Research and Incubation
Hub, has solidified its position
as a preferred global destination
for electronics and electrical in-
vestments in Southeast Asia.

“With five decades of industri-
alisation and a reputation for in-
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novation and technological excel-
lence, the state offers a thriving
industrial ecosystem that natu-
rally attracts investors.

“Keyto’s expansion into Pen-
ang is a testament to the state’s
appeal as a preferred invest
ment destination, supported by
its robust ecosystem,” he said.

Chow added the opening of

Keyto’s facility in BKIP exempli-
fies the steadfast commitment
of all parties, including the Pen-
ang government, in bringing this
investment project to fruition.

“I would like to take this op-
portunity to express my appre-
ciation to the Malaysian Invest-
ment Development Authority
(Mida) and InvestPenang for their
collaborative efforts in engaging
investors and facilitating project
implementation,” he said.

Also present during the
opening ceremony were the
Chinese consul-general in Pen-
ang Zhou Youbin, Bukit Tam-
bun assemblyman Goh Choon
Aik, Penang Mida director
Muhammad Ghaddaffi Sardar
Mohamed, and Keyto MY Sdn
Bhd director Teoh Kee Hock.

BMW toilets

needed for
business licence
renewals

THE Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) and the Seberang Perai
City Council (MBSP) will make
it mandatory for all businesses
to achieve BMW toilets (bersih,
menawan, wangj; or clean, at-
tractive and fragrant) as a pre-
requisite for renewing their oper-
ating licences from this year.

State Local Government,
Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman H'ng
Mooi Lye announced that both
local authorities are tasked
with this initiative to improve
the cleanliness of toilets.

"This is part of the state's
commitment to providing both
locals and foreign tourists with
clean toilets and a community-
friendly environment.

"We will give them (the busi-
Nesses or premises owners)
sufficient time to improve their
toilet facilities.

"Of course, when toilets are
clean, Penang will become even
more attractive as a tourist des-
tination," he told reporters after
visiting a refurbished toilet in
Gurney Drive in conjunction with
World Toilet Day.

H'ng said the guidelines, in-
troduced last March, were ap-
proved by the state executive
council on Sept 18 last year.

Asked about the level of clean-
liness of toilets in Penang, H'ng
mentioned that most of them falll
between grades 3 and 4.

These include toilets at
places of worship, tourist
spots, restaurants, hotels and
shopping malls.

"One shopping mall in Se-
berang Jaya stands out with a
grade 5 toilet, earning the title
as the cleanest in the coun-
try," he said.

H'ng added that a statelevel
competition for the best toilet in
Penang would take place from
March 1 to Sept 30, further
promoting the importance of hy-
giene and cleanliness.

Among those present dur-
ing the event were state Youth,
Sports and Health Committee
chairman Daniel Gooi, Air ltam
assemblyman Joseph Ng, and
Penang Island City Council (MB-
PP) mayor Datuk A. Rajendran.



Push for hlghly-s led talents

ENANG requires a signifi-
Pcant pool of highly-skilled

talents to meet the grow-
ing demands of the state’s in-
dustries.

Deputy Chief Minister Il Jag-
deep Singh Deo highlighted the
urgent need to train and devel-
op these talents during his key-
note speech at the Young Enter-
prise Penang Programme 2024
Annual Achievers Showcase at
The Top Komtar recently.

“This is a challenge for us,
especially when we are striving
to align industry needs with the
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right talents,” Jagdeep said.

“It is not an easy task, but
the state remains committed
to fulfilling its responsibility
for Penang’s growth and de-
velopment.”

Jagdeep (pix) expressed de-
light at the vibrant energy in
the hall, filled with enthusias-
tic students.

“It is wonderful to wit-
ness such excitement and
enthusiasm among the
youth here. | believe all of
you have the potential to
become future leaders and

entrepreneurs,” he said.

Jagdeep commended the
Young Enterprise (YE) Pro-
gramme for its impactful contri-
butions over the past 35 years,
nurturing exceptional talents.

“I look forward to seeing YE
celebrate its 40th and 50th
anniversaries in the future,”
he remarked.

Stressing the importance
of education as a foundation
for success, Jagdeep reiter-
ated that no one should be left
behind in the pursuit of knowl-
edge and opportunities.

Towards stronger ties with Latin America

Luls Javier (left) and Marta writing on the guest book upon their arrival for the courtesy call.

IN a move to bolster interna-
tional collaboration, two am-
bassadors from Latin America
met with Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow at his office in Kom-
tar recently.

First up was the Mexican
Ambassador to Malaysia,
Luis Javier Campuzano Pina,
whose courtesy call on Chow
opened avenues for meaning-
ful engagement between Pen-
ang and Mexico.

Their discussions suggest-
ed a collaborative potential,
exploring ways to enhance
trade, cultural exchange and
innovation.

Luis Javier highlighted Mex-
ico’s remarkable transforma-
tion in recent decades, noting
that the country has become
a global export powerhouse,
fuelled by strategic trade poli-
cies, economic reforms and
significant investments in key

industries.

“Mexico is the number one
automotive exporter in Latin
America and ranks the fourth
largest worldwide.

“It also stands as the Latin
America region’s top exporter
of high-tech goods.

“In the pharmaceutical sec-
tor, Mexico is the second-larg-
est market in Latin America
and ranks 12th globally.

“The nation is the seventh-
largest exporter of medical
devices and the eighth-largest
electronics producer globally.

“Additionally, Mexico is rec-
ognised as the 10thlargest
exporter of machinery and me-
chanical devices, reflecting its
strong industrial capabilities
and global competitiveness,” he
told Chow at Komtar recently.

Luis Javier emphasised the
strong trade and investment
ties between Mexico and Ma-

laysia, stating that in 2022, bi-
lateral trade exceeded US$15
billion, with more than 95% of
this amount stemming from
Malaysia's exports.

“This robust economic rela-
tionship plays a key role in job
creation, as it is estimated that
every billion dollars in exports
generates around 5,000 jobs.

“As a result, nearly 75,000
Malaysian jobs are directly sup-
ported by the thriving trade
connection with Mexico, under-
scoring the positive impact and
the vast potential for continued
collaboration between our na-
tions,” he said.

In  response, Chow ex
pressed appreciation for Luis
Javier's interest in exploring
further collaboration, particu-
larly with Penang.

Later, the Argentine Ambas-
sador to Malaysia Marta Laura
Gabrieloni met Chow to discuss

strengthening ties between Ar-
gentina and Malaysia, empha-
sising expanding cooperation in
Penang.

She expressed a keen inter-
est in developing partnerships
that leverage the expertise of
both regions, particularly in crit-
ical areas such as agriculture,
mining, waste management
and water treatment.

Both leaders underscored
their commitment to exploring
new avenues of collaboration
that can enhance economic,
environmental, and social
well-being.

Chow appreciated Marta’s
interest in exploring further
collaboration, particularly with
Penang.

“Penang, a small yet dynam-
ic state in Malaysia, continues
to thrive by relying on a robust
combination of investment,
tourism, and trade,” he said.
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SP Setia eyes
collaboration on
sustainability,
industrial
development

A LEADING property devel-
oper in Malaysia, SP Setia
Bhd, has expressed its in-
terest in collaborating with
the Penang government to
drive sustainability initia-
tives while seeking support
for the implementation of its
proposed industrial-based
business park in Setia Fon-
taines on the mainland.

The company is in the
process of converting 310
acres out of the 1,691-acre
Setia Fontaines develop-
ment for industrial use and
is exploring a potential joint
venture to advance this
project.

SP Setia chief executive
officer Datuk Choong Kai
Wai, during a courtesy call
on Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow recently, highlighted
that the proposed develop-
ment seeks to balance the
needs of industry while pro-
moting a sustainable future
for Penang.

“Setia Fontaines, located
in Kepala Batas, is designed
to enhance Penang’s urban
landscape and boost its eco-
nomic potential.

“This world-class devel-
opment reflects a shared
vision to raise living stan-
dards and create busi-
ness opportunities in Pen-
ang, further cementing the
state’s status as a pro-
gressive and dynamic hub,”
Choong said during the
meeting.

Chow urged SP Setia to
expedite its efforts to se-
cure approval from the Se-
berang Perai City Council
(MBSP) to ensure the pro-
posed project is included in
the 2030 Seberang Perai
Local Plan (DRTSP2030)
draft, which is expected to
be gazetted this year.

Also present during the
courtesy call was SP Setia
chief operating officer Da-
tuk Zaini Yusoff.
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ing them laugh!
That’s the double life of Tony
Chew Chong lJian, 38, who runs a suc-
cessful home security business.

But when the weekend rolls around,
he steps into a colourful new role as Jim
Jim De Clown, a balloon artist known for
his charming chibicoro creations.

Married with a five-year-old daughter,
Chew has mastered the art of balancing
two very different worlds.

“When | put on the costume, | become
Jim Jim — it is a character that lets me
bring joy to children and adults alike,” he
told Buletin Mutiara recently.

Thanks to the timing of most events
on weekends, Chew has seamlessly wo-
ven his passion for balloon artistry into
his life, proving that even a busy entre-
preneur can find time for some fun.

Whether he is securing homes or craft-
ing intricate balloon designs, one thing

FROM keeping people safe to mak-
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Some of Chew’s chibicoro balloon
creations.

remains constant: his dedication to mak-
ing people feel safe and happy.

Chew first started learning how to
make chibicoro balloons about nine
years ago, after being taught by a
friend’s brother.

Unlike traditional balloon art, which
often features elongated or abstract
forms, chibicoro balloons are small,
round and adorable, making them par-
ticularly unique.

“l find them to be more special and
valuable for my customers,” he says,
noting that the charming, rounded style
of the balloons sets them apart. It also
helps that he adds a personal touch to
every creation.

For Chew, it is not just about twisting

balloons — it is about creating moments
of joy, especially for children.

“I love seeing others happy. There
is something about making a child
smile that makes it all worth it,” Chew
says, his face lighting up as he talks
about his passion.

Over the years, he has created over
200 different balloon designs, con-
stantly staying up to date with the lat-
est trends.

Although he has created beloved
Sanrio characters in the past, Chew
now incorporates trending designs
like Labubu into his repertoire, ensur-

CIown, makmg,chlldren happyiwith
his chibicoro|balloons¥
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ing his creations remain fresh and ap-
pealing to his audience.

Chew feels immense pride and joy
when people appreciate his creations.

“It is rewarding to see someone take
home your design, knowing that it will
bring them happiness,” he says.

Although being a clown comes with its
own challenges — particularly the stigma
associated with the role — Chew embrac-
es his alter ego with pride.

“Not many people want to be a clown
due to the image, but | don’t mind. It
is all about spreading happiness, and
that’s what matters most,” he said.
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cies galore.
This only means one thing - Chinese New Year is here
and the atmosphere is electric!

After the Dragon, the Chinese zodiac for 2025 marks the
Year of the Snake, which signifies a time of transformation,
growth and introspection.

For Malaysians in general, and Penangites in particular, it is
time for us to take the next step towards greater prosperity for
all and to take stock of our actions over the past year.

After giving a warm send-off to Santa, Penang is now all set
to give the Snake a rip-roaring welcome.

Malls, hotels and even the corner shops have outdone . _
themselves to stand out as customers get into the swing of %3 f ey . ; 1st/Avenue Mall welcomes shoppers
Chinese New Year shopping. e it 4 R I H % with its golden tree and lanterns.

Step outside, take in the sights, and let the festive energy S 7 = if. 5 FF 2l " Pk T s
fill you with joy!

Buletin Mutiara wishes its readers Gong Xi Fa Cai and happy
holidays.

RED lanterns, mandarin oranges and Chinese delica-

Take in the mesmerising sights of,giant
butterflies, plum blossom (meihua); and a
large blue vase at Queensbay Mall.

Snake-inspired decorations
at New World Park-:

Mlnlature lion dance toys on sale at

a shop in George Town ahead of the

Year of the Snake. The lion dance, 7 ik !

traditional performance symbolising W It's lanterns galore Chinese lanterns typically.

good luck and fortune, is/usually, § symbolise good fortune and happiness. More of these l
L associated with Chmese New, Year. lanterns will decorate Penang’s

streets ahead|/of the lunar /"\
//‘:\ - ‘"M new,year. 4
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