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ORE than 3,000 jobs to be
Mcreated with a RM2.83 billion
investment.

That’s the exciting outlook for Pen-
ang following the opening of Dexcom’s
first manufacturing facility in the state.

Dexcom is a global leader in contin-
uous glucose monitoring (CGM) tech-
nology for diabetic patients.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow, who
attended the opening ceremony re-
cently, said the new facility marks an
important milestone not only for the
company but also for Penang’s grow-
ing industrial landscape.

“The opening ceremony marks a
significant milestone for Dexcom, as
we celebrate the launch of not only the
company’s first manufacturing facility
in Penang but also its first outside the
United States.

“This  strategic investment of
RM2.83 billion will bring more than
3,000 jobs to the state, contributing
to a workforce that is set to positively
impact the lives of over three million
people worldwide.

“The establishment of this new fa-
cility highlights Dexcom’s continued
commitment to taking control of health
through innovative continuous glucose
monitoring systems.

“It also reaffirms Penang’s reputa-
tion as a global hub for advanced tech-
nological industries, reinforcing its
position as a preferred destination for
high-quality manufacturing and innova-
tion,” Chow added.

Dexcom Inc. is headquartered in
San Diego, California, and was found-
ed in 1999.

Meanwhile, Chow added that, build-
ing on over 50 years of industry excel-
lence, Penang is on the right path to-
wards becoming the MedTech Hub of
Southeast Asia.

“Housing the largest number of
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Over 3,000 jobs
in the offi

Chow being briefed by McGarvey (third from right) while (from left) Regan, Leach, Loo, Aziz and Goh look on.

MedTech companies nationally and
regionally, Penang remains a highly at-
tractive location for its infrastructure
availability and ecosystem that meet
the needs of the MedTech industry.

“For the past five years (2019 to
2023), Penang garnered a total of
RM5.8 billion worth of investments in
the Scientific & Measuring Equipment
sector.

“This represents 45% of the coun-
try’s total investment in this sector,
involving 33 projects and generating
an estimated 4,630 employment op-
portunities,” Chow said.

It is learnt that, according to the
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Department of Statistics Malaysia,
Penang remained the nation’s top ex-
porter last September, with 37.5%, or
RM46.5 billion, of total trade.

“Over the past five years, Penang re-
corded exports in professional, scien-
tific, and controlling instruments and
apparatus, including medical devices,
at RM149 billion, representing an av-
erage of 67% of the nation’s total dur-
ing that period.

“To date, Penang has the highest
concentration of medical technology
companies in Malaysia and Southeast
Asia,” he said.

Chow also thanked the Malaysian In-

vestment Development Authority (Mida)
and InvestPenang for their efforts in
maintaining Penang’s position and for
leading initiatives that make Penang a
preferred location for investors.

Also present were Penang Develop-
ment Corporation chief executive of-
ficer Datuk Aziz Bakar, Bukit Tambun
assemblyman Goh Choon Aik, Invest-
Penang chief executive officer Datuk
Loo Lee Lian, Dexcom Malaysia man-
aging director and vice-president of op-
erations Columba McGarvey, Dexcom
executive vice-president of operations
Barry Regan, Dexcom chief operating
officer Jake Leach, and other guests.
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few recycling initiatives

compared to now, Malaysia
produced only 19,000 tons of
waste per day.

“However, in 2018,
38,000 tons.

“These figures were after
recycling initiatives had risen
from 5% in 2005 to 17.5% in
2018,” Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow said in his speech
when he visited Shan Poornam
Metals Sdn Bhd in Perai.

“In 2023, Malaysia still pro-
duced around 39,000 tons of
waste per day, despite a recy-
cling rate of about 35.38%,”
he added.

During his visit, he was given
a tour of the facility’s main opera-
tional sites to better understand
their extensive role in industrial
solid waste management.

“This facility not only manages
e-waste but nearly all industrial
waste codes.

“This capability showcases
a powerful commitment to envi-
ronmental sustainability, and it is
great to have such a facility oper-
ating right here in Penang.

“Thus, in line with achiev-
ing the National Recycling Rate
(NRR) of 40% by 2025, Penang

IN 2005, when there were
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Selvakumar (right) explaining how a procedure works to Chow and the others.

can contribute further and lead
the charge, especially when
we have companies like Shan
Poornam with a vision of creat-
ing a greener and safer environ-
ment for all.

“Parallel to the Penang2030
vision, the state government has
increased its attention to waste
management and recycling.

“We believe that to raise the
level of livability for Penangites,
our homes, shops, and streets
must be clean and hygienic.

“To achieve this, we have set
a target to raise our recycling
rate to 70% by 2030 and have
implemented a ‘Waste Separa-
tion at Source’ policy to reduce
waste generation for disposal.

“At the same time, we have
strengthened our engagements
with private waste manage-

ment and recycling industries
to aid in achieving our targets.
Hence, Shan Poornam’s con-
tribution in this field is signifi-
cant,” Chow said.

A brief ceremony involving
key stakeholders, industry play-
ers and other relevant parties
was held, during which a short
video about the recent ground-
breaking ceremony of the Cen-
tralised Labour Quarters (CLQ)
was shown.

Shan Poornam managing
director Datuk Seri S. Selvaku-
mar Chetty said the quarters,
strategically located next to Batu
Kawan, will provide a comfort-
able and respectful shelter for
the workers, equipped with im-
portant facilities.

No further details about the
quarters were revealed during

the ceremony.

Separately, responding to a
reporter's question on whether
Donald Trump’s comeback as
the US president could impact
current or upcoming investments
in Penang, Chow hopes industry
players will remain optimistic
even with Trump winning and fo-
cus on continued development.

“Malaysia can still benefit,
but hopefully, with these election
results, it won't jeopardise what
we have and we will continue to
grow despite new policies.

“We will remain cautiously op-
timistic about opportunities to
form strategic partnerships with
the USA,” Chow added.

Also present at the event was
state Housing and Environment
Committee chairman Datuk Seri
Sundarajoo Somu.

A LEADING manufacturer of
precision fluid control com-
ponents and system solu-
tions, Shenzhen Keyto Fluid
Technology Co. Ltd, through
its subsidiary Keyto MY Sdn
Bhd, has officially opened its
first state-of-the-art factory in
Penang.

This marks the company’s
inaugural presence in both the
country and Southeast Asia.

The manufacturing facility is
located in the Batu Kawan Indus-
trial Park (BKIP).

Shenzhen Keyto Fluid Technol-
ogy chairman Zhang Cheng (pix)
said the new 3,540sq m manu-
facturing facility would focus on
producing fluid management sys-
tems and precision components.

“This is essential for applica-
tions in medical devices, life sci-
ence instruments, and environ-

Shenzhen Keyto spreads wings to Penang

mental monitoring systems.

“With a projected sales rev-
enue of RM65 million over the
next three years, this project
underscores the strong mar-
ket potential and demand for
high-precision fluid technol-
ogy,” he said.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who officiated the open-
ing ceremony, congratulated the
company on beginning this excit-
ing new chapter with its Malay-
sian subsidiary in Penang.

“Penang, advancing as a Sili-
con Research and Incubation
Hub, has solidified its position
as a preferred global destination
for electronics and electrical in-
vestments in Southeast Asia.

“With five decades of industri-
alisation and a reputation for in-
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novation and technological excel-
lence, the state offers a thriving
industrial ecosystem that natu-
rally attracts investors.

“Keyto’s expansion into Pen-
ang is a testament to the state’s
appeal as a preferred invest
ment destination, supported by
its robust ecosystem,” he said.

Chow added the opening of

Keyto’s facility in BKIP exempli-
fies the steadfast commitment
of all parties, including the Pen-
ang government, in bringing this
investment project to fruition.

“I would like to take this op-
portunity to express my appre-
ciation to the Malaysian Invest-
ment Development Authority
(Mida) and InvestPenang for their
collaborative efforts in engaging
investors and facilitating project
implementation,” he said.

Also present during the
opening ceremony were the
Chinese consul-general in Pen-
ang Zhou Youbin, Bukit Tam-
bun assemblyman Goh Choon
Aik, Penang Mida director
Muhammad Ghaddaffi Sardar
Mohamed, and Keyto MY Sdn
Bhd director Teoh Kee Hock.

BMW toilets

needed for
business licence
renewals

THE Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) and the Seberang Perai
City Council (MBSP) will make
it mandatory for all businesses
to achieve BMW toilets (bersih,
menawan, wangj; or clean, at-
tractive and fragrant) as a pre-
requisite for renewing their oper-
ating licences from this year.

State Local Government,
Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman H'ng
Mooi Lye announced that both
local authorities are tasked
with this initiative to improve
the cleanliness of toilets.

"This is part of the state's
commitment to providing both
locals and foreign tourists with
clean toilets and a community-
friendly environment.

"We will give them (the busi-
Nesses or premises owners)
sufficient time to improve their
toilet facilities.

"Of course, when toilets are
clean, Penang will become even
more attractive as a tourist des-
tination," he told reporters after
visiting a refurbished toilet in
Gurney Drive in conjunction with
World Toilet Day.

H'ng said the guidelines, in-
troduced last March, were ap-
proved by the state executive
council on Sept 18 last year.

Asked about the level of clean-
liness of toilets in Penang, H'ng
mentioned that most of them falll
between grades 3 and 4.

These include toilets at
places of worship, tourist
spots, restaurants, hotels and
shopping malls.

"One shopping mall in Se-
berang Jaya stands out with a
grade 5 toilet, earning the title
as the cleanest in the coun-
try," he said.

H'ng added that a statelevel
competition for the best toilet in
Penang would take place from
March 1 to Sept 30, further
promoting the importance of hy-
giene and cleanliness.

Among those present dur-
ing the event were state Youth,
Sports and Health Committee
chairman Daniel Gooi, Air ltam
assemblyman Joseph Ng, and
Penang Island City Council (MB-
PP) mayor Datuk A. Rajendran.



Push for hlghly-s led talents

ENANG requires a signifi-
Pcant pool of highly-skilled

talents to meet the grow-
ing demands of the state’s in-
dustries.

Deputy Chief Minister Il Jag-
deep Singh Deo highlighted the
urgent need to train and devel-
op these talents during his key-
note speech at the Young Enter-
prise Penang Programme 2024
Annual Achievers Showcase at
The Top Komtar recently.

“This is a challenge for us,
especially when we are striving
to align industry needs with the
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right talents,” Jagdeep said.

“It is not an easy task, but
the state remains committed
to fulfilling its responsibility
for Penang’s growth and de-
velopment.”

Jagdeep (pix) expressed de-
light at the vibrant energy in
the hall, filled with enthusias-
tic students.

“It is wonderful to wit-
ness such excitement and
enthusiasm among the
youth here. | believe all of
you have the potential to
become future leaders and

entrepreneurs,” he said.

Jagdeep commended the
Young Enterprise (YE) Pro-
gramme for its impactful contri-
butions over the past 35 years,
nurturing exceptional talents.

“I look forward to seeing YE
celebrate its 40th and 50th
anniversaries in the future,”
he remarked.

Stressing the importance
of education as a foundation
for success, Jagdeep reiter-
ated that no one should be left
behind in the pursuit of knowl-
edge and opportunities.

Towards stronger ties with Latin America

Luls Javier (left) and Marta writing on the guest book upon their arrival for the courtesy call.

IN a move to bolster interna-
tional collaboration, two am-
bassadors from Latin America
met with Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow at his office in Kom-
tar recently.

First up was the Mexican
Ambassador to Malaysia,
Luis Javier Campuzano Pina,
whose courtesy call on Chow
opened avenues for meaning-
ful engagement between Pen-
ang and Mexico.

Their discussions suggest-
ed a collaborative potential,
exploring ways to enhance
trade, cultural exchange and
innovation.

Luis Javier highlighted Mex-
ico’s remarkable transforma-
tion in recent decades, noting
that the country has become
a global export powerhouse,
fuelled by strategic trade poli-
cies, economic reforms and
significant investments in key

industries.

“Mexico is the number one
automotive exporter in Latin
America and ranks the fourth
largest worldwide.

“It also stands as the Latin
America region’s top exporter
of high-tech goods.

“In the pharmaceutical sec-
tor, Mexico is the second-larg-
est market in Latin America
and ranks 12th globally.

“The nation is the seventh-
largest exporter of medical
devices and the eighth-largest
electronics producer globally.

“Additionally, Mexico is rec-
ognised as the 10thlargest
exporter of machinery and me-
chanical devices, reflecting its
strong industrial capabilities
and global competitiveness,” he
told Chow at Komtar recently.

Luis Javier emphasised the
strong trade and investment
ties between Mexico and Ma-

laysia, stating that in 2022, bi-
lateral trade exceeded US$15
billion, with more than 95% of
this amount stemming from
Malaysia's exports.

“This robust economic rela-
tionship plays a key role in job
creation, as it is estimated that
every billion dollars in exports
generates around 5,000 jobs.

“As a result, nearly 75,000
Malaysian jobs are directly sup-
ported by the thriving trade
connection with Mexico, under-
scoring the positive impact and
the vast potential for continued
collaboration between our na-
tions,” he said.

In  response, Chow ex
pressed appreciation for Luis
Javier's interest in exploring
further collaboration, particu-
larly with Penang.

Later, the Argentine Ambas-
sador to Malaysia Marta Laura
Gabrieloni met Chow to discuss

strengthening ties between Ar-
gentina and Malaysia, empha-
sising expanding cooperation in
Penang.

She expressed a keen inter-
est in developing partnerships
that leverage the expertise of
both regions, particularly in crit-
ical areas such as agriculture,
mining, waste management
and water treatment.

Both leaders underscored
their commitment to exploring
new avenues of collaboration
that can enhance economic,
environmental, and social
well-being.

Chow appreciated Marta’s
interest in exploring further
collaboration, particularly with
Penang.

“Penang, a small yet dynam-
ic state in Malaysia, continues
to thrive by relying on a robust
combination of investment,
tourism, and trade,” he said.
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SP Setia eyes
collaboration on
sustainability,
industrial
development

A LEADING property devel-
oper in Malaysia, SP Setia
Bhd, has expressed its in-
terest in collaborating with
the Penang government to
drive sustainability initia-
tives while seeking support
for the implementation of its
proposed industrial-based
business park in Setia Fon-
taines on the mainland.

The company is in the
process of converting 310
acres out of the 1,691-acre
Setia Fontaines develop-
ment for industrial use and
is exploring a potential joint
venture to advance this
project.

SP Setia chief executive
officer Datuk Choong Kai
Wai, during a courtesy call
on Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow recently, highlighted
that the proposed develop-
ment seeks to balance the
needs of industry while pro-
moting a sustainable future
for Penang.

“Setia Fontaines, located
in Kepala Batas, is designed
to enhance Penang’s urban
landscape and boost its eco-
nomic potential.

“This world-class devel-
opment reflects a shared
vision to raise living stan-
dards and create busi-
ness opportunities in Pen-
ang, further cementing the
state’s status as a pro-
gressive and dynamic hub,”
Choong said during the
meeting.

Chow urged SP Setia to
expedite its efforts to se-
cure approval from the Se-
berang Perai City Council
(MBSP) to ensure the pro-
posed project is included in
the 2030 Seberang Perai
Local Plan (DRTSP2030)
draft, which is expected to
be gazetted this year.

Also present during the
courtesy call was SP Setia
chief operating officer Da-
tuk Zaini Yusoff.
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ing them laugh!
That’s the double life of Tony
Chew Chong lJian, 38, who runs a suc-
cessful home security business.

But when the weekend rolls around,
he steps into a colourful new role as Jim
Jim De Clown, a balloon artist known for
his charming chibicoro creations.

Married with a five-year-old daughter,
Chew has mastered the art of balancing
two very different worlds.

“When | put on the costume, | become
Jim Jim — it is a character that lets me
bring joy to children and adults alike,” he
told Buletin Mutiara recently.

Thanks to the timing of most events
on weekends, Chew has seamlessly wo-
ven his passion for balloon artistry into
his life, proving that even a busy entre-
preneur can find time for some fun.

Whether he is securing homes or craft-
ing intricate balloon designs, one thing

FROM keeping people safe to mak-
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Some of Chew’s chibicoro balloon
creations.

remains constant: his dedication to mak-
ing people feel safe and happy.

Chew first started learning how to
make chibicoro balloons about nine
years ago, after being taught by a
friend’s brother.

Unlike traditional balloon art, which
often features elongated or abstract
forms, chibicoro balloons are small,
round and adorable, making them par-
ticularly unique.

“l find them to be more special and
valuable for my customers,” he says,
noting that the charming, rounded style
of the balloons sets them apart. It also
helps that he adds a personal touch to
every creation.

For Chew, it is not just about twisting

balloons — it is about creating moments
of joy, especially for children.

“I love seeing others happy. There
is something about making a child
smile that makes it all worth it,” Chew
says, his face lighting up as he talks
about his passion.

Over the years, he has created over
200 different balloon designs, con-
stantly staying up to date with the lat-
est trends.

Although he has created beloved
Sanrio characters in the past, Chew
now incorporates trending designs
like Labubu into his repertoire, ensur-

CIown, makmg,chlldren happyiwith
his chibicoro|balloons¥
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ing his creations remain fresh and ap-
pealing to his audience.

Chew feels immense pride and joy
when people appreciate his creations.

“It is rewarding to see someone take
home your design, knowing that it will
bring them happiness,” he says.

Although being a clown comes with its
own challenges — particularly the stigma
associated with the role — Chew embrac-
es his alter ego with pride.

“Not many people want to be a clown
due to the image, but | don’t mind. It
is all about spreading happiness, and
that’s what matters most,” he said.
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cies galore.
This only means one thing - Chinese New Year is here
and the atmosphere is electric!

After the Dragon, the Chinese zodiac for 2025 marks the
Year of the Snake, which signifies a time of transformation,
growth and introspection.

For Malaysians in general, and Penangites in particular, it is
time for us to take the next step towards greater prosperity for
all and to take stock of our actions over the past year.

After giving a warm send-off to Santa, Penang is now all set
to give the Snake a rip-roaring welcome.

Malls, hotels and even the corner shops have outdone . _
themselves to stand out as customers get into the swing of %3 f ey . ; 1st/Avenue Mall welcomes shoppers
Chinese New Year shopping. e it 4 R I H % with its golden tree and lanterns.

Step outside, take in the sights, and let the festive energy S 7 = if. 5 FF 2l " Pk T s
fill you with joy!

Buletin Mutiara wishes its readers Gong Xi Fa Cai and happy
holidays.

RED lanterns, mandarin oranges and Chinese delica-

Take in the mesmerising sights of,giant
butterflies, plum blossom (meihua); and a
large blue vase at Queensbay Mall.

Snake-inspired decorations
at New World Park-:

Mlnlature lion dance toys on sale at

a shop in George Town ahead of the

Year of the Snake. The lion dance, 7 ik !

traditional performance symbolising W It's lanterns galore Chinese lanterns typically.

good luck and fortune, is/usually, § symbolise good fortune and happiness. More of these l
L associated with Chmese New, Year. lanterns will decorate Penang’s

streets ahead|/of the lunar /"\
//‘:\ - ‘"M new,year. 4
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ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow

chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

T) 04 -226 0218
F) 04 - 226 0218

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Kumaran Krishnan @ Calvin
bagandalamn09@gmail.com

T) 04 - 313 1002
i

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Dr. Mohamad Abdul Hamid

mohdhamid@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee
berapit@dappg.org

ST; 017 - 813 3509
F) 04 - 540 0006

N.19 JAWI
YB H’'ng Mooi Lye
ni19dunjawi@gmail.com

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

dapairputih@gmail.com

N.01 PENAGA
YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah

M

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Bukhori Ghazali

(M

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN

YB Mohd Sobri Salleh (M)
agdeep Singh Deo - -
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.m H 04-2618715 kllee78@gmail.com H 04- 551 1442 véof/\ﬁggnq]ﬁ!gg?ouzi Yusoff U]
N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
N.15 PADANG LALANG YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung T) 04 - 507 5001 N.06 TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Gooi Zi Sen (T) 012 - 500 1571 gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my H 04 - 507 5001 YB Azmi Alang M
gooizisen@penang.gov.my. N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
N.16 PERAI YB Goh Choon Aik SB 81 - 28% 52)?!3% N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YI;%éDkng’ Ser Sundarajoo A/L Somu (T) 04 - 397 3600 _ YBlzhar Shah Arif Shah M
nlé.kadunperai@gmail.com N.23 AIR PUTIH
f N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
JELIm Gon e R YB Amir Homzah Abdul Hashim m

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Rashidi Bin Zinol
n21sgachehpk@gmail.com

m 04 - 593 2408

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Lee Boon Hen

leeboonheng24@gmail.com

(T) 011 -2773 6684

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari
tanjongbunga@bukitbendera.org

T) 04 - 818 3866
F) 04 - 262 5952

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Woo Sze Zeng
joshuawoosz@gmail.com

(H) 016 - 417 2548

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Wong Yuee Harng
pengkalankota@dappg.org

EB 04 -299 2574

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng

ET; 016 - 270 6808
F

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Fahmi Zainol

fahmizainol@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 293 7545
F) 04 - 293 7546

YB Ong Ah Teong
ongahteong@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.02 BERTAM

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Tan Hooi Peng
n32seridelima@gmail.com

EIT:; 04-659 5611

N.12 PENANTI
YB Zulkefli Bakar

M

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Abidin Ismail

U]

N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Mohamad Shukor Zakariah

M

N.40 TELOK BAHANG
YB Muhamad Kasim

M

NAMA No Tel/ No Faks

S >
v en How NG T) 04 - 826 1898 omiartcopea, e PENANG CARE SOCIETY Hotline

ong Hon qal -
wonghonwail 973@gmail.com H N.31 BATU LANCANG ?T) 04- 2910123

DAP PENANG HQ
dappenang@dapmalaysia.org

T) 04 - 228 8482
F) 04 -228 8514

PKR PENANG HQ

(T) 04-3970115

n07sungaipuyu@gmail.com

}T) 04- 3137987
H) 012 - 248 5938

kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

ITAB Datuk Seri Reezal Merican Naina m N.33 AIR ITAM
erican 5 i

; P YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang T) 016 - 421 9143
dsrmpusatkhidmat@gmail.com airifamdap@gmail.com H 04 - 829 9143
N.07 SUNGAI PUYU N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Phee Syn Tze YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Chee Yeeh Keen

cheeyeehkeen@gmail.com

m 018 -388 6317

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Dato’ Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976
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=Story by Riadz Akmal

ENANG plays a crucial
Prole in Malaysia’s medi-

cal tourism sector, in
which the state continues to
lead, according to Chief Minis-
ter Chow Kon Yeow.

Chow highlighted that Penang
contributes approximately 45%
of the country’s medical tourism
revenue, drawing a significant
number of international patients,
particularly from Indonesia and
China.

“Penang’s reputation as a
medical tourism destination
stems from affordable, high-
quality healthcare, supported
by multilingual medical staff, ad-
vanced medical technology, and
extended visa options,” he said.

Chow added the state's
achievements in this sector re-
flect the expertise and dedica-
tion of healthcare professionals
in Penang and the trust placed
by international patients in the
state’s medical services.

He delivered these remarks
at the 101st Alumni Association
Reunion of the King Edward VII
College of Medicine & Faculty of
Medicine, Universities of Malaya
& Singapore Northern Branch,
recently.

Chow also underscored the
positive economic impact of
medical tourism on the state,
solidifying Penang’s position as
a leader in this rapidly growing
industry.

He expressed gratitude to
healthcare professionals — many
of whom are alumni of the as-
sociation — for their role in main-
taining Penang'’s high standards
of care, which continue to attract
patients worldwide.

Penang leads in-;
medical tounsin:

The Chief Minister praised the
alumni committee for choosing
Penang as the location for this
important gathering and extend-
ed a warm welcome to visiting
alumni, inviting them to experi-
ence the unique attractions the
state has to offer.

“Penang’s rich cultural heri-
tage, vibrant history, and world-
renowned street food promise
to enhance the memories of all
attendees,” Chow said.

He further commended the
association for its success in
uniting doctors, dentists and
pharmacists, emphasising that
this collaboration fosters bonds
between Malaysia and Singa
pore while promoting the sharing

FEBRUARY 1—1
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of knowledge and expertise.

“Your ongoing efforts to
unite healthcare professionals
are truly commendable. They
strengthen bilateral ties and
facilitate valuable exchanges
in the medical field,” he con-
cluded.

Also in attendance were Dr

Tai Lee ™
Siang, the
president of the King Ed-

ward VII College of Medicine
& Faculty of Medicine, Univer-
sities of Malaya & Singapore
Northern Branch, and Prof Tay
Boon Keng, the association’s
immediate past president.

Special 11.11 date
for six couples

THE date 11.11 will forever be
etched in the memory of six cou-
ples as it marked the day they
started their lifelong journey to-
gether as husband and wife.

For Chiang Ling Woei and Lim
Chen Yen it was a double cel
ebration as they also celebrated
Chiang’s 34th birthday, making
it a truly memorable occasion.

The couple were among six
pairs who registered their mar-
riage at the National Registra-
tion Department at Bangunan
Persekutuan, Anson Road.

“This date is symbolic for us.
It is a day of unity and new be-
ginnings, and it holds even more
meaning because it is my birth-
day too. It is a day | will cher-
ish forever,” said Chiang with a
wide smile.

In addition to their heartwarm-
ing story, the couple stood out
for their commitment to health
and community awareness.

They were among three cou-
ples who opted to participate in
a voluntary pre-marriage health
screening, called the “Pre-
Marital Health Screening Pro-
gramme for Non-Muslim Cou-
ples in the Northeast District of
Penang”, as part of the George
Town Getting to Zero (GTGTZ)
programme.

The initiative aims to promote
awareness and proactive health

measures among couples, ensur-
ing a healthy start to married life.

“We wanted to set a good ex-
ample for others and take care
of each other’s well-being from
the start,” said Lim, 27.

The hall was adorned with
cheerful décor as families and
friends gathered to witness the
milestone moments.

The GTGTZ programme, which
promotes comprehensive health
screenings including blood pres-
sure, diabetes, and HIV screen-
ings, is a proactive initiative that
aligns with George Town’s goal
of achieving zero new HIV trans-
missions by 2030.

Beyond this vital target, it al-
so cultivates a culture of health
awareness and preventive care
within the community.

The other couples who took
part in the GTGTZ programme
were Navein K. Arasunathan and
Tilasini Jagathesan, and Ewe
Teik Tong and Ong Siew Chern.

Navein said the GTGTZ pro-
gramme was highly beneficial.

“When | enquired about
the marriage registration pro-
cess, | was informed about
it,” Navein, 32, said.

Tilasini, 29, explained that
they decided to register their
marriage on Nov 11 last year
because it aligns with good
timing and is considered an

Gooi (second row, centre), Rosli (on Gooi’s right), Shah Inor (second row, second from right) together
with the guests and the six couples in a group photo after the event.

auspicious day based on their
birth dates.

“It was a happy coinci-
dence that our special date
happened to fall on 11.11,”
she said.

Meanwhile, Ewe said it is
important to understand each
other’s health conditions be-
fore marriage.

“This helps ensure a
healthier start to our journey
together,” he added.

Speaking about the event,
northeast district officer Datuk
Rosli Hashim, who is also the
GTGTZ chairman, said the pro-
gramme is a special project un-
der the GTGTZ initiative.

“The special project aims to
empower soon-to-be-married
couples with crucial health in-
formation, supporting efforts
to reduce and ultimately elimi-
nate HIV infections within the
community.

“It strengthens GTGTZ's
mission of achieving zero new
HIV infections, zero AIDS-re-
lated deaths, and zero stigma
and discrimination in George
Town’s northeast district by
2030,” he said.

The National Registration
Department’s Penang director
Shah Inor Shahbudin said the
pre-marital health screening
special project serves as a re-
newed reminder to the public
about the importance of main-
taining personal health as a
foundation for building healthy
families.

“The approach and strategies
that are being implemented are
truly commendable,” she said.

Penang Youth, Sports and
Health Committee chairman
Daniel Gooi Zi Sen highlighted
the current situation of HIV and
AIDS in Malaysia.

“As of the end of 2023, it is

estimated that 85,283 people
are living with HIV (PLHIV) na-
tionwide.

“Of these, only 84% are
aware of their status and are
recorded in the surveillance
system, and 68% are receiv-
ing antiretroviral treatment.

“In 2023 alone, Malaysia
recorded 3,220 new HIV in-
fections, with Penang regis-
tering 256 new cases, mak-
ing it the fourth-highest state
after Selangor, Kuala Lumpur,
and Sabah. Alarmingly, 79%
of new infections in 2023 in-
volved young individuals aged
13 to 39 years,” he said.

Gooi added the pre-marital
health screening effort plays
a crucial role, as early detec-
tion through screening can
help prevent new infections
and raise awareness among
couples before they start their
families.
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E should all stand united to
uphold peace, foster solidarity
and contribute toward greater

achievements, says Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow.

Chow said this during the annual Re-
membrance Day ceremony at the Ceno-
taph (Penang War Memorial) at the Es-
planade recently.

“We owe the peace we enjoy today
to the courage and immense sacrifices
of all our servicemen and women, and
veterans, who have defended our nation
and its people.

“As we move forward, we must also
look back to remember the contributions
of the veterans who safeguarded the
freedom and sovereignty of our country.

“I believe their services can never be
repaid. However, this solemn ceremony
at the Penang Cenotaph serves as a re-
minder to honour their bravery and sac-
rifices and to emphasise that war must
be avoided at all cost,” he said.

Chow also urged everyone to contrib-
ute towards everlasting peace.

“I stand with you in solidarity, re-
gardless of nationality, race, or co-
lour, to remember and honour these
fallen heroes.

“The state government will contin-
ue to provide all the support we can,”
he added.

The wreath-laying ceremony on Re-

h ‘ A

Wong with a school band that performed during the annual anti-war memorlal ceremony.

membrance Day serves as a gesture to
honour our fallen heroes.

Also present were Ruzina Hasan,
representing the British High Commis-
sion in Kuala Lumpur, Baliram Prasad
Dhami, representing the Ambassador
of Nepal, representatives of the Penang
Veteran Association, and other guests.

Remembering the fallen

MORE than 100 representatives from
various associations in Penang gath-
ered recently at the Penang Overseas
Chinese Anti-War Memorial World Re-
membrance Day at the Air Itam War
Memorial Park.

Held annually on Nov 11, the sig-
nificant occasion commemorates the
members of the armed forces who lost
their lives during the Japanese Occupa-
tion.

Penang Tourism and Creative Econo-
my chairman Wong Hon Wai, represent-
ing Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow at
the solemn ceremony, paid tribute to
the fallen heroes.

“These brave individuals made great
sacrifices during those difficult times,
and their contributions must always be
respected and remembered.

“They perished while protecting our
country, and we deeply admire their
courage,” Wong said before paying his
respects alongside the state delega-
tion.

Wong also announced a contribution
of RM20,000 towards the maintenance
of the Air ltam War Memorial Park.

Chinese consul-general in Penang
Zhou Youbin expressed deep appre-
ciation for the sacrifices made by the
fallen heroes.

The Cenotaph in
Esplanade, with wreaths
placed in front to honour
fallen heroes.

52 schools receive Green awards

A TOTAL of 52 schools, encompassing both
primary and secondary institutions on the
island, were recoghised recently for their
dedicated participation in the Green School
Award programme.

Now in its 13th edition, the programme
continues to receive enthusiastic response
from schools, reinforcing the importance of
integrating green initiatives into students’ daily
lives.

Last year, 40 primary and 12 secondary
schools were honoured for their efforts to
cultivate a greener future and promote envi-
ronmental stewardship.

Penang Island City Council (MBPP) mayor
Datuk A. Rajendran highlighted that solid
waste management remains a pressing is-
sue in the country and emphasised the piv-
otal role of students — the future leaders of
Malaysia — in addressing it.

“We aim for students to not only gain
knowledge about waste management but
also fully comprehend the consequences of
improper waste handling.

“Congratulations to all the winning schools
for your exceptional contributions to the en-
vironment. Keep up the commendable work.

“As for the schools that did not win, don’t
be discouraged. Strive to achieve greater
heights next year,” Rajendran said during the
Green School Award ceremony held at the
Jalan Patani community hall in George Town.

State Local Government, Town, and Coun-
try Planning Committee chairman H’ng Mooi
Lye commended the programme for instilling
environmental awareness and responsibility
among young people.

“Through the Green School Award pro-
gramme, we are not just educating students
but shaping them into responsible citizens
who actively care for the environment,” H'ng
said in his speech.

RESULTS

PRIMARY SCHOOL
CATEGORY

1st place - SJKC Union
(RM2,000)

2nd place - SIKC Shih
Chung Cawangan
(RM1,500)

3rd place - SK Jalan
Residensi (RM1,000)
4th place - SK Dato
Keramat (RM800)

5th place - SJKT Bayan
Lepas (RM500)

(Each school was

also presented

with a certificate of
appreciation)

SECONDARY SCHOOL
CATEGORY

1st place - SMK
Padang Polo
(RM2,000)

2nd place - SMK (P)
Methodist (RM1,500)
3rd place - SMK Datuk
Hj Mohamed Nor
Ahmad (RM1,000)
4th place - SMKA (P)
Almashoor (RM800)
5th place - SMK Raja
Tun Uda (RM500)
(Each school was

also presented

with a certificate of
appreciation)



‘LovePE

uStory by K.H. Ong

®Pix by Alissala Thian and
courtesy of Penang Forward
Sports Club

when the recent annual

“LovePENANG Run 2024~
drew an impressive crowd of
10,000 participants to Jalan
Pantai (Beach Street).

Before flagging off the race
with several dignitaries, Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow ex-
pressed gratitude to the par-
ticipants for their overwhelming
support.

“The impressive turnout re-
flects not only the commitment
and spirit of Penangites but also
the enthusiasm of participants
from neighbouring states in en-
gaging in public activities,” Chow
said.

He also emphasised the
event’s alignment with the Pen-
ang2030 vision, which priori-
tises family as the state strives
to become a “Family Focused,
Green and Smart State that In-
spires the Nation”.

The event is part of the state
government’s efforts to build

IT was a sea of people

Chow flagging off the ‘LovePENANG Run 2024,’ along with other
dignitaries, including Lim, Gooi and Wong.

‘.] Phllllu _,r ’D‘

a healthier future and address
Malaysia’'s rising obesity rate —
the second highest in Southeast
Asia.

Obesity is linked to illnesses
such as diabetes, heart dis-
ease, hypertension and cancer.

Chow later joined the partici-
pants in the Skm run alongside
state executive councillor Lim
Siew Khim, Penang State Sports
Council director Harry Chai, Pen-
ang Forward Sports Club ad-
viser Datuk Tom Khoo and club
president Lim Choo Hooi.

Also present at the event
were state executive councillor
Daniel Gooi Zi Sen, Pengkalan
Kota assemblyman Wong Yuee
Harng and Air Itam assembly-
man Joseph Ng, Penang Island
City Council mayor Datuk A.
Rajendran, deputy state police
chief Datuk Mohd Alwi Zainal
Abidin, Decathlon Malaysia CEO
Li Jiao, Northern City Leader &
Country Communication Leader
Shaffa Mus and representatives
from various sponsors.

The route started at Jalan
Pantai, leading participants
through Lebuh Light, Lebuh
Farquhar, Jalan Sultan Ahmad

A unicorn mascot among a sea of participants at the
‘LovePENANG Run 2024.’

v

Ooi Ah Bee, 83, and her
daughter, Woon Poh Khan,

getting the thumbs-up from (from |
left) Li, Chow, Khoo, Gooi and Ng |

for their participation.

Shah, Jalan Larut, Jalan Hut
ton, Jalan Penang, Jalan Dr Lim
Chwee Leong, and back to Jalan
Pantai.

Throughout the event, Chow
interacted warmly with partici-
pants, taking photos, shaking
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'LovePENANG Run,2024

Mohammad Aiman, his wife,
Zahara and their three children
— Aisyzaim, Aisyzayyad and
Aizyzaydam enjoying their outing
at the event.

hands and even greeting an el-
derly resident at his doorstep.
Among the runners were

The BM Happy Hikers all set for the run.

Bayan Lepas residents Moham-
mad Aiman Rosli, and his wife,
Zahara Najihah Zakaria, both
33, along with their three young
children — Aisyzaim, six; Aisyza-
yyad, three; and Aisyzaydam,
nine months.

“Even before we had children,
we joined the ‘I Love Penang
Run’ in 2017. We want to stay
healthy and encourage our chik
dren to embrace healthy activi-
ties like this. It's also our way of
showing love for Penang,” they
said.

Rela members and police
personnel managed traffic to en-
sure a safe and smooth event,
while St John's Ambulance
members on bicycles provided
additional support.

The event concluded with an
exciting lucky draw, offering priz-
es such as a Perodua Axia, an
electric motorcycle, 20 bicycles
and smartphones.
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