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ent from previous ones in one main
aspect.

Instead of historical spending pat-
terns, the budget has adopted Zero-
Based Budgeting (ZBB) to ensure that
expenditure planning is grounded in cur-
rent financial realities.

Another strategy is that it stresses re-
forms to strengthen fiscal sustainability
in light of ongoing economic challenges.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow said
the approach prioritises statutory ex-
penses over non-statutory expenditure,
aiming for a more practical and efficient
allocation of resources.

“The state is also commit-
ted to enhancing governance
and integrity in financial
management to improve
the quality of service de-
livery.

“While continuing wel-
fare programmes and
public-oriented initiatives that
align with the state’s fiscal capabilities,
the government also plans to boost
revenue through revised rates, the ex-
ploration of new revenue streams, and
improved inter-agency collaboration,” he
said when tabling the Penang 2025 Bud-
get at the Penang Legislative Assembly
recently.

The proposed operating expenditure
for 2025 totals RM940.22 million, dis-
tributed across emoluments, services
and supplies, asset management,
grants and fixed fees, as well as miscel
laneous costs. This marks a significant
reduction of 10.19% from the RM1.047
billion budgeted for 2024.

The state attributed the decrease to
a proactive effort to maintain a surplus
in the Consolidated Revenue Account,
which has seen a consistent decline from
RM1.154 billion in 2019 to RM330.03
million in 2023.

Chow said development expendi-

THE Penang 2025 Budget is differ-
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Lowest

deficit in history

ture for 2025 is set at RM220 mil-
lion, reflecting a 38.65% decrease
compared to the 2024 allocation of
RM374.71 million.

“The reduced allocation underscores
the state’s focus on completing ongoing

and high-impact projects.
“Non-critical new projects
will be deferred or assigned
token allocations to main-
tain financial flexibility,
while strategic collabora-
tions with federal agen-
cies will help avoid over-
lapping benefits and opti-
mise resources.

“To meet the demands of the
2025 fiscal year, the government has
set a revenue target of RM906.59 mil-
lion, representing a 70% increase from
the 2024 target of RM533.08 million.
The projected revenue comprises tax
collections (RM223.65 million), non-tax
revenue (RM570.41 million), and non-

revenue receipts (RM112.53 million).

“Despite these efforts, a modest
deficit of RM33.63 miillion is anticipat-
ed — the lowest in Penang’s budget his-
tory. The state has taken into account
an opening balance of RM50 million in
its Consolidated Revenue Account on
Jan 1, 2025,” he said.

Chow said the state government
would continue its pragmatic approach
to balancing fiscal responsibility with
developmental goals.

The forward-looking Budget is de-
signed to secure long-term fiscal sus-
tainability while delivering meaningful
outcomes for Penangites.

®The federal government's rollout
of Public Service Remuneration Sys-
tem (SSPA) to replace the Malaysian
Remuneration System (SSM) a sig-
nificant step to enhance civil servant
welfare nationwide.

®|n Penang, this is seen as opportu-
nity to strengthen state’s administra-
tive and developmental efforts.

@70 express appreciation for the con-
tributions of civil servants, Special Fi-
nancial Assistance (BKK) announced.
@®Aid, equivalent to half a month’s
salary or a minimum payment of
RM1,000.

®(0ther educators, including KAFA
teachers, teachers from People’s
Religious Primary and Secondary
Schools (SRAR and SMAR), and
staff from these institutions, such
as those in Government-Assisted
People’s Religious Schools (SABK)
will receive RM300 each. Aid also
extends to teachers and staff from
tahfiz schools, pondok institutions,
TADIS centres and Chinese private
schools in Penang.

LAND

®|and management a critical source

of income for Penang government,

contributing approximately 40% to

50% of annual revenue through land

tax collections, premium payments,
and transaction fees.

FREE

®To strengthen this vital revenue
stream, the state government has
submitted a proposal to the National
Land Council to review land tax rates,
effective Jan 1, 2026.

®Review to also include reclassifying
certain rural lands into urban lands.
@®Tax revision and land reclassifica-
tion projected to boost state revenue
by RM50 million to RM100 million an-
nually from 2026.

®Penang government taking proac-
tive steps to address water supply
challenges, particularly by those aris-
ing from climate change.
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Cautious a

HE state government will
Tlook at all aspects before

finalising the establishment
of a Special Financial Zone (SFZ)
in Penang.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow said the potential establish-
ment of an SFZ in Penang as a
growth engine is being studied
by the Penang Institute (PI).

“The state has been briefed
by Pl on the prospects of im-
plementing the SFZ in Penang.

“A public engagement work-
shop was held on Sept 24,
2024, attended by over 100
participants representing the
logistics, trade and financial
sectors.

“Over 93% of the partici-
pants expressed support for
the initiative.

“Key benefits identified in-
clude the creation of ample
job opportunities for young
graduates, enhanced funding
for advanced local manufactur-
ing and an increase in foreign
investments to solidify Pen-
ang’s position as a regional
business hub in Southeast
Asia,” he said in his winding-
up speech during the Penang

Legislative Assembly
sitting recently.

Chow said the par-
ticipants also pin-
pointed promising
financial subsec-
tors for Penang
to prioritise, like
fintech, startup
financing, equity crowd-
funding, maritime trade
and cryptocurrency finance.

“Prominent locations un-
der consideration for the SFZ
include Gurney Bay and Anda-
man lIsland, though concerns
were raised about traffic con-
gestion, talent shortage and
low wage offerings potentially
impacting the project’'s suc-
cess,” he added.

The initiative, spearheaded
by PI, remains in the research
stage, with findings set to be
presented to the state execu-
tive council (exco) after further
evaluation.

A roundtable session with
industry experts was held on
Nov 27, 2024 to refine the
proposal’s framework.

Separately, the Public Ser-
vice Remuneration System

Moving towards

‘sponge city’

THE Penang government envi-
sions transforming the state
into a “sponge city” amid rapid
development, Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow says.

A sponge city is an urban
area rich in natural or green
features that can absorb water
during flooding.

According to Chow, the
Penang Structure Plan 2030
(RSNPP) specifically focuses
on two areas, namely identify-
ing potential forest reserves
and peat swamp forests.

This is part of the state’s
efforts to preserve the forest
ecosystem and ensure envi-
ronmental sustainability for
the future.

“Parked under the Penang
Green Agenda 2030, the Pen-
ang government is on a mis-
sion to identify potential peat
swamp forests, covering at
least 1,619.22 acres, for ga-
zetting as permanent forest
reserves under the National
Forestry Act 1984.

“In line with this objective,

a total of 449.12 hectares of
peat swamp forests have been
identified in the Southwest dis-
trict of the island.

“These efforts are being
taken to complement the
state’s vision of becoming a
sponge city that prioritises
environmental protection and
sustainable resource man-
agement,” Chow (PH-Padang
Kota) said during the tabling
of the Penang 2025 Budget at
the State Legislative Assembly
sitting recently.

Chow also highlighted
that Penang has a total of
7,245.25 hectares of for-
ested land. Of this, 6,063.25
hectares are designated as
permanent forest reserves,
while the remaining 1,182
hectares make up the Pen-
ang National Park.

“The area of permanent for-
est reserves in Penang has
increased by 18.8% compared
to 2019, from 5,100.93 hect-
ares to 6,063.25 hectares in
2024,” he added.

(SSPA) takes effect on
Dec 1 this year.

Chow said the

SSPA rollout would

be executed in

two phases.
“Phase 1
will  commence

in December

2024, featuring an 8%
increase in emoluments,
while Phase 2 will follow in Jan-
uary 2026 with an additional

7% increase. In total, the emol-
ument adjustment will amount
to a 15% increase.

“A total of 3,534 state civil
servants, excluding those un-
der local authorities and state
statutory bodies, have opted
into this new remuneration
system” he said.

In response to a query by
Lim Guan Eng (PH-Air Putih),
it was confirmed that the fi-
nancial implications of the

proach to SFZ

Phase 1 increment have been
accounted for in the Penang
2025 Budget.

The projected additional
expenditure for Phase 1 is
RM15.6 million.

“For 2026, the financial
implications are estimated at
RM13.2 million, bringing the
total cost of supporting the
15% emolument increase to
RM28.8 million by the end of
2026,” Chow said.

Chow together with Penang Legislative Assembly Speaker Datuk Seri Law Choo Kiang (standing,
second row, centre), state assemblymen and ex officio members in a group photo after the Penang
Legislative Assembly session adjourned sine die.

Given Penang’s increased
permanent forest reserves,
the federal government has
distributed RM5.2 million to
the state under the Ecological
Fiscal Transfer for Biodiversity
(EFT) as of November this year.

On another matter, Chow
said there is a need to identify
and manage environmentally
sensitive areas as it is crucial
for achieving balanced devel-
opment based on sustainable
development.

In this respect, he said the
Penang government plans to
introduce two additional spe-
cial area plans, namely the
Padang Tembak Special Area

Plan and the Balik Pulau Spe-
cial Area Plan.

He also revealed that PLAN-
Malaysia@Penang (Penang
Town and Country Planning De-
partment) is finalising draft re-
visions for the Penang Hill Spe-
cial Area Plan and the George
Town Unesco World Heritage
Site Special Area Plan before
they can be gazetted.

Chow added the Penang
South Island 2050 Local Plan
(RTPSI 2050), under the pur-
view of PLANMalaysia, is pro-
gressing well.

Chow reiterated that the
Penang government had intro-
duced several initiatives under

the One Stop Centre (OSC) 3.0
Plus, such as the Industrial
Green Lane (IGL), Prerequisite
(PR), and Self-Regulation (SR),
to ensure smooth business
operations in the state.

“These initiatives aim to
expedite the building plan
process, enhance the state’s
competitiveness as an invest-
ment destination, ultimately
boosting the state’s income,”
he added.

The Penang Structure Plan
2030 (RSNPP) will further
support initiatives like OSC
3.0 Plus to ensure the state
remains dynamic and respon-
sive to development needs.
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ROM 56 companies with
Fthe Malaysian Halal Certi-

fication (SPHM) in 2008 to
1,805 as of October 2024.

That is the remarkable fig-
ure of Penang’s halal certifica-
tion achievements and industry
growth.

Making it more exceptional
is that more than half are non-
Muslim owned companies.

Deputy Chief Minister | Prof
Datuk Dr Mohamad Abdul Ha-
mid, who oversees the Islamic
Development, Education and
National Unity portfolio, noted
this significant rise in the num-
ber of companies in Penang
holding the SPHM.

“Between January and Octo-
ber this year (2024), 61.3% of
SPHM holders in Penang were
non-Muslim-owned companies
(nonBumiputera and foreign-
owned), while the remaining
38.7% (697 companies) were
Muslim-owned enterprises.

“This marks a significant in-
crease for Muslim-owned com-
panies, as at the beginning of
the year only 11.3% (216 com-
panies) were Muslim-owned
SPHM holders.

“This growth is largely due
to the efforts of Penang Halal
International (PHI) in collabora-
tion with the Penang Islamic
Religious Affairs Department
(JHEIPP),” Mohamad (PH-Batu
Maung) said during his winding-

up speech at the
State  Legislative
Assembly recently.

According to Moham-
ad (pix), the Halal Industry
Master Plan (HIMP 2030) proj-
ects that the domestic halal in-
dustry will reach a market value
of US$113.2 billion by 2030.

“Hence, Penang is commit-
ted to expanding its pool of
SPHM holders, ensuring the
state remains a vital player in
the global halal market,” he
said.

In addition to the halal indus-
try initiatives, Mohamad said
Penang is also prioritising reli-
gious education development.

“In 2025, the state will begin
constructing three new Seko-

Call to Putrajaya to help strengthen
semiconductor industry

THE Penang government has
renewed its appeal for federal
government support through a
matching grant of RM60 million
to advance its Penang Silicon
Design @5km+ initiative.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow said the state government is
prepared to allocate RMG0 mil-
lion but is seeking an additional
RM60 million from the federal
government, bringing the total
funding to RM120 million.

This investment aims to en-
hance the integrated circuit (IC)
design ecosystem, supporting
the semiconductor industry’s
front and backend operations
over the coming years.

Chow (PH-Padang Kota) said
this during the State Legisla-
tive Assembly sitting recently
to a supplementary question
from Gooi Hsiao-Leung (PH-
Bukit Tengah).

Gooi’s inquiry followed Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Anwar lbra-
him’s announcement of a spe-
cial RM1 billion allocation under
the 2025 Budget to Khazanah
Nasional Berhad for invest-
ments in Malaysia’s semicon-
ductor industry.

“We hope more attention will
be given to Penang, although we
have yet to receive an update
on our request for the matching

grant,” Chow said.

He emphasised Penang’s crit-
ical role in Malaysia’s semicon-
ductor ecosystem, noting that
over 90% of the 30 companies in
the country with IC design com-
ponents are based in Penang.

While Penang does not have
a dedicated IC design centre like
Selangor, Chow highlighted the
state government’s proactive ap-
proach in providing incentives to
support startups and strength-
en the IC design sector.

The Penang Silicon Design
@5km+ initiative  aligns  with
the New Industrial Master Plan
(NIMP) 2030 and the National
Semiconductor Strategy (NSS),
aiming to drive innovation and
growth in Malaysia’s high-end
industries.

The initiative includes key

projects such as the Penang
Integrated Circuit Design &
Digital Park, the Penang Chip
Academy, and the Silicon Re-
search and Incubation Space,
all designed to solidify Pen-
ang’s position as a leader in
the semiconductor field.

Chow hoped Penang would
benefit significantly from the
2025 National Budget.

He stressed that the state
is well-positioned to contrib-
ute to Malaysia’s economic
growth through initiatives such
as quality investment incen-
tives, increased allocations for
the semiconductor industry,
efforts to strengthen supply
chain resilience, the develop-
ment of relevant ecosystems,
and the expansion of a skilled
talent pool.

Halal certification on
upward trend

lah Agama

Rakyat (SAR)

at the follow-

ing locations, namely

Madrasah An-Najah in

Kampung Selamat, SAR Nu-

rul Falah at Taman Berjaya in

Nibong Tebal and SAR Mas;jid

Bandar Baru in Ayer Itam. The

estimated total cost is RM15
million,” he said.

Mohamad added the state

government is committed to

upgrading existing SAR facilities
to provide a more conducive,
comfortable, and safe learning
environment.

“In 2024 alone, 16 SAR
schools were renovated and
upgraded, with an investment
of RM1,087,266.29,” he said.

US investment trip a boost to
state’s development

PENANG has positioned itself
as one of the main investment
hubs for multinational corpo-
rations in the US following an
investment and trade mission
visit by a state delegation in Au-
gust, 2024.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow (PH-Padang Kota) high-
lighted the state’s pivotal role
during the visit, strengthening
further the ties between the
state government and the in-
vestors abroad.

"Our  delegation visited
several notable multinational
companies, hamely Agilent

Technologies, AMD Inc, Brooks
Instrument, Centific, Coherent
Inc, Cohu Inc, Dexcom Inc, Ef-
finix Inc, Lattice Semiconductor,
Mattel Inc, MKS Instruments,
Monolithic Power Systems Inc,
SambaNova Systems Inc, Syn-
opsys Inc, TTM Technologjes,
UST Global, Western Digital,
and others.

"During our visit, we briefed
the potential and existing inves-
tors on various infrastructure
projects that are set to take
place in Penang, like the Pen-
ang International Airport (PIA)
expansion, the Penang Light
Rail Transit (LRT) project, the
Penang Silicon Island project
and the Penang STEM Talent
Blueprint initiative.

"We used this platform to
promote our initiatives in the
semiconductor industry, digital
economy, medical tourism, and
other prospects in Penang.

"Our meetings and discus-
sions with some of the mul-
tinational corporations have

boosted the prospect of us be-
ing chosen as their investment
spots," he said when replying
to an oral question by Lee Khai
Loon (PH-Machang Bubuk) dur-
ing the recent State Legislative
Assembly session.

Chow also praised the
state's investment arm, invest-
Penang, for their effort in bring-
ing in potential investments.

Chow pointed out that a few
industrial parks have been es-
tablished in the state.

They were Bandar Cassia
Technology Park, Batu Kawan
Industrial Park and Penang Sci-
ence Park South, covering more
than 800 acres of land size.

Besides that, the Penang
Development Corporation (PDC)
has also established office
spaces for the digjtal economy
initiative.

On a supplementary ques-
tion posed by Lee regarding the
allocation provided to the semi-
conductor industry, Chow said
the state has applied for RM60
million in funding from the fed-
eral government but has yet to
be given a nod.

"| believe this is not a huge de-
mand for the industry," he said.

Chow also expressed his
gratitude to the federal govern-
ment for its initiative to tackle
traffic congestion in the state,
noting that the Juru-Sungai Dua
elevated highway project will
help disperse the congestion.

"We hope Putrajaya will al-
locate more funds to Penang,
given that the state is the big-
gest semiconductor contributor
in the country," he said.
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uStory by Kevin Vimal tainable and knowledge-
able workforce in the
HE Penang STEM Tal- fields of Science,
Tent Blueprint, which was  Technology, Engi-
launched on Sept 8, neering and Math-
2024, is a long term strategic ematics (STEM).

plan in developing skilled hu-
man talents.

Deputy Chief Minister Il Jag-
deep Singh Deo (PH-Datok Kera-
mat) highlighted the importance
of this blueprint to build a sus-

"The shortage
of talent in the
semiconductor
sector is a global trend
that is being faced, includ-
ing in Penang.

NOT SERIOUS TALK...
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
(wearing a red tie) and Bukit
Tambun assemblyman Goh Choon
Aik (background, right) having a
light moment with journalists at
the Penang Legislative Assembly

building.

"We need more

trained technical tak

ents to support ex-

isting  industries

while  attracting

new foreign direct
investment.

"Therefore, as

a proactive step,

this action plan was

introduced including the

Penang Strategy for Economic

Penang achieves 91% 5G coverage

WE are on track to achieving full
5G coverage across all residen-
tial areas, with significant prog-
ress made.

As of Nov 17, 2024, the state
boasts an impressive 91.7% 5G
coverage in residential areas,
supported by 445 of the 450
planned communication towers.

State Infrastructure, Trans-
port, and Digital Committee
chairman Zairil Khir Johari (PH-
Tanjong Bunga) emphasised
that the state government is
prioritising 5G coverage instal-
lations both outdoors and in
buildings.

“Following the successful im-
plementation of 5G coverage at
the Penang International Airport
(PIA) and Setia SPICE Conven-
tion Centre, the iconic Komtar
building is now also equipped
with a 5G network,” Zairil (pix)
said in his winding-up speech at
the State Assembly recently.

He also announced the com-
pletion of telecommunications
upgrades on the Penang Bridge.

“The enhancement work,
which began in early 2024, was

completed on Oct 31.

“A coverage test conducted
on Nov 13 by the Local Gov-
ernment Division (BKT), in col-
laboration with the Malaysian
Communications and Multime-
dia Commission (MCMC), con-
firmed that the system is op-
erating efficiently and reliably,”
he added.

In response to concerns over
potential flooding in southern
Penang due to the Silicon Island
development, Zairil reassured
that the project is designed with
sustainability and biodiversity in
mind.

He explained that the proj-
ect adopts the “sponge city”
concept, integrating urban
landscapes with vegetation to
manage water flow, mitigate
flood risks, and replenish
groundwater.

Key features of the design
include a greenblue network
to channel rainwater efficiently
to the sea and a 40-meterwide
coastal buffer for longterm
coastal adaptations as environ-
mental conditions change.

“The drainage system of
Silicon Island has been me-
ticulously designed to meet the
100-year Average Return Inter-
val (ARI) standard.

“It incorporates canals and
marshy areas that function as
natural water reservoirs, ef-
fectively managing stormwater
while mitigating flood risks,”
Zairil said.

With these developments,
Penang is making strides not
only in advancing its digjtal in-
frastructure but also in ensuring
sustainable growth that priori-
tises environmental resilience.

STEM the way forward

Ecosystem Development in real-
ising the New Industrial Master
Plan (NIMP) 2030 and the Na-
tional Semiconductor Strategy
(NSS)," Jagdeep (pix) said dur-
ing winding up speech session
during the State Legislative As-
sembly sitting recently.

Jagdeep also emphasised
the importance of the Electrical
and Electronics (E&E) sector,
noting the sector was growing
tremendously well.

"We hope to see the sec

tor grow in a robust manner by
achieving RM1 trillion by 2030,”
Jagdeep said.

He also expressed his hopes
to see Penang attract more in-
vestments from abroad.

HAVING A GOOD LAUGH... Penang Social Development,
Welfare, and Non-Islamic Religious Affairs Committee chairman
Lim Siew Khim (centre) enjoying a lively exchange with Bertam
assemblyman Datuk Seri Reezal Merican Naina Merican (left) and
State Secretary Datuk Zulkifli Long.

Prioritising people's welfare

THE people’s well-being is
uppermost for the Penang
government, as reflected in
the disbursement of RM54.8
million under the i-Sejahtera
programme.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said the sum benefit-
ed a total of 284,095 indi-
viduals.

Additionally, the Mutiara
Food Bank initiative, estab-
lished in 2017 to support the
underprivileged, has collected
a whopping 1,880 tonnes of
food, assisting 120,614 indi-
viduals.

“This is an effort that was
set up to accommodate the
welfare needs of the less for-
tunate, and we are thankful
for the assistance we have
continuously received from

strategic partners to make
this programme a success,”
Chow (PH-Padang Kota) said
during the tabling of the Pen-
ang 2025 Budget at the State
Legislative Assembly recently.

Chow also thanked the fed-
eral government for introduc-
ing the National Social Policy
2030.

In line with this effort, the
state government has allo-
cated RM612,500 to the So-
cial Development portfolio,
helmed by state executive
councillor Lim Siew Khim.

He added the state govern-
ment set aside RM150,000 in
2024 to support and promote
understanding of non-Islamic
religious affairs, reflecting its
proactive approach to foster-
ing inclusivity.
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Welfare plans to tackle

hardcore poverty

uStory by Tanushalini Moroter

HE Penang government
Tremains dedicated to com-

bating hardcore poverty,
especially during these chal-
lenging times, through various
social welfare initiatives.

State Social Development,
Welfare, and Non-slamic Reli-
gious Affairs Committee chair-
man Lim Siew Khim (PH-Sun-
gai Pinang) highlighted these
efforts during her winding-up
speech at the State Legjslative
Assembly sitting recently.

It was reported recently that
Penang had the highest number
of hardcore poor households,
with 1,650 household heads
(Ketua Isi Rumah, KIR) living in
extreme poverty as of Oct 31,

2024.

However, Lim said a “whiten-
ing process” conducted by the
state has significantly reduced
this number to just 142 KIRs as
of Nov 24, 2024.

“Through the whit-
ening process and
crosschecking ef-
forts by relevant
agencies, Pen-
ang has seen
a decrease in
the number of
hardcore poor
households,”
she said.

According to Lim (pix), the
data on the hardcore poor is
recorded via the e-Kasih sys-
tem, coordinated by the Penang
State Development Office and

Implementation ~ Coordination
Unit (ICU) at the Prime Minis-
ter’s office.

“Data is collected through
a census process, relying on
verbal information provided by

KIRs. However, some may

claim they are unem-
ployed or receive no fi-
nancial aid to qualify,
as no supporting
documents like pay
slips are required,”

she added.
From  January
2025, the state
government will increase
the per capita income rate for
the Bantuan Agenda Ekonomi
Saksama (BAES) from RM260

to RM322.
“BAES has simplified the

VIP VISITOR... chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow
showing High Commissioner
of Canada to Malaysia Jodi
Robinson (forefront, right) the
Penang Legislative Assembly

chamber.

application and approval pro-
cesses, enabling assistance
to be delivered to recipients
more quickly.

“The official application pro-
cessing period is 30 days. How-
ever, the average processing
time has been reduced by the
state Social Welfare Depart-
ment (JKM) to just 15 days from
the submission of complete
documents,” she said.

Lim affirmed that JKM re-
mains consistent in investi-
gating reports from the state
assemblymen or MPKKs (Vil-
lage Community Management
Councils) regarding B40 fami-
lies in need.

Besides that, Lim said the Mu-
tiara Foodbank Unit has played a
vital role in providing food assis-

tance to needy families.

“Since its formation in
2017, the unit has success-
fully distributed 1,700 tonnes
(1,777,329 kg) of food, bene-
fiting 121,957 deserving fami-
lies across Penang.

“The individuals themselves
must take part in empowerment
programmes to improve their
economic situation and achieve
long-term positive outcomes.

“We also urge all state as-
semblymen, through their MP-
KKs and JPWKs (Women and
Family Development Commit-
tees), to guide communities in
proactively improving their qual-
ity of life," she added.

SHARING INFO... Media practitioners covering the Penang
Legislative Assembly.

TIME TO CHIT CHAT... Penang Housing and Environment

Committee chairman Datuk Seri Sundarajoo Somu speaking to Bukit

Tambun assemblyman Goh Choon Aik during a break at the Penang LUNCH TIME... Media practitioners and officials having their meals during break at the Penang
Legislative Assembly sitting. Legislative Assembly sitting.
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ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA

YAB Chow Kon Yeow T) 04 - 226 0218
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 226 0218
N.37 BATU MAUNG

YB Dato' Dr. Mohamad Abdul Hamid T) 04 - 626 1442
mohdhami nan: v.m F) 04 - 626 1442

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

{T; 04 - 226 2464
F) 04-2618715

N.15 PADANG LALANG

YB Dato’ Seri Sundarajoo A/L Somu
nlé.kadunperai@gmail.com

YB Gooi Zi Sen (T) 012- 500 1571
izisen nan v.m
N.16 PERAI

(T) 04 - 397 3600

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
nl njawi@gmail.com

m 04-594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Rashidi Bin Zinol
n21sgachehpk@gmail.com

{T; 04 - 593 2408
F

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

tanjongbunga@bukitbendera.org

{T; 04 - 818 3866
F) 04 - 262 5952

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG

YB Wong Hon Wai

wonghonwail mail.com

YB Lim Siew Khim {T% 04 - 657 6630
limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 658 6630
N.34 PAYA TERUBONG

T) 04 - 826 1898
i

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Fahmi Zainol
fahmizainol@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 293 7545
F) 04 - 293 7546

N.02 BERTAM

YB Chee Yeeh Keen
cheeyeehkeen@gmail.com

YB Datuk Seri Reezal Merican Naina }T;

Merican [
dsrmpusatkhidmat@gmail.com

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Syn Tze T) 04 - 313 7987
n07sungaipuyu@gmail.com H) 012 - 248 5938
N.08 BAGAN JERMAL

{T; 018 -388 6317
F

ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.09 BAGAN DALAM

JANUARY 1-— 15, 2025 l

ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.01 PENAGA

YB Wong Yuee Harng
pengkalankota@dappg.org

[B 04 -299 2574

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng

komtar@dappg.org

T) 016 - 270 6808
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong

ongahteong@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 280 4411
04 - 280 4422

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Tan Hooi Peng

n32seridelima@gmail.com

[B 04-659 5611

YB Kumaran Krishnan @ Calvin [B 04-313 1002 YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah (M
bagandalamn09@gmail.com 0 = oc
N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
N.13 BERAPIT YB Bukhori Ghazali ()]
YB Heng Lee Lee [T 017 - 813 3509
berapit@dappg.org 04 - 540 0006 N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
N4 MACHANG BUBOK YB Mohd Sobri Salleh m
YB Lee Khai Loon T) 013 - 399 0519
i - N.05 SUNGAI DUA
£l HNCH CONT EF{ oot I YB Muhammad Fauzi Yusoff M)
N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung ET{ 04 - 507 5001 N.06 TELOK AYER TAWAR
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 507 5001 YB Azmi Alang M
N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik ET; 04 - 502 5818 N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
F) 04 - 506 2138 YB Izhar Shah Arif Shah (M)
N.23 AIR PUTIH
: N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
e U,,%”@E;”rg Jicom (T) 04 - 829 0614 YB Amir Hamzah Abdul Hashim M
N.24 KEBUN BUNGA N.12 PENANTI
IYB Lee Bgon Hze4n ; (T) 011 - 2773 6684 YB Zulkefli Bakar m
eeboonheng @qgmgl .com
N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
N.25 PULAU TIKUS YB Abidin Ismail M)
YB Woo Sze Zeng (H) 016 - 417 2548
joshuawoosz@gmail.com N.39 PULAU BETONG
N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA YB Mohamad Shukor Zakariah M

N.40 TELOK BAHANG
YB Muhamad Kasim

PENANG CARE SOCIETY

M

NAMA No Tel/ No Faks

Hotline
?T) 04 - %91 0123

DAP PENANG HQ
nan malaysiq.or:

T) 04 - 228 8482
F) 04 -228 8514

PKR PENANG HQ

(T) 04-397 0115

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airtamdap@gmail.com

T) 016 - 421 9143
F) 04 - 829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam
kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
04 - 668 1062

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Dato’ Azrul Mahathir Aziz
m ri m@gmail.com

[T; 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976
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MBSP 2024
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
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A Y ff - . .
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Ahmad (Pegawai Pembantu) Tengah
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Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.
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Boosting tounsm via
new direct flights

ORE direct flights into
Penang will be a boost
to tourism, says Wong

Hon Wai, the state executive
councillor for Tourism and Cre-
ative Economy.

In his winding-up speech
at the recent State Legisla-
tive Assembly, Wong (PH-Paya
Terubong) said Penang has 34
international direct flight routes
operated by various airlines,
connecting 18 cities.

These cities include Shang-
hai, Shenzhen, Guangzhou, Xia-
men, Hong Kong, Dubai, Singa-
pore, Bangkok, Phuket, Medan,
Jakarta, Surabaya, Banda Aceh,
Taipei, Ho Chi Minh City, Doha,
Chongging, and Kunming.

“With the launch of new di-
rect flights by Indigo Airlines
from Chennai to Penang on Dec
21, 2024, and by Loong Air

from Penang to Xi'an, China on
Dec 30, 2024, Penang’s flight
network will grow to 36 routes,"
he said.

Since Wong's appointment in
August 2023, nine new interna-
tional routes have been added
with flights to Xiamen, Dubai,
Bangkok, Chongqing, Shang-
hai, Shenzhen, Kunming, Doha,
and Hong Kong. New domestic
routes, such as Kuching-Pen-
ang and Kota Kinabalu-Penang
(AirAsia), began in early 2024.

The busiest international
routes were Singapore-Penang
(101 flights per week), Medan-
Penang (46 per week) and
Bangkok-Penang (39 per week).

Penang received RM7.4 mil-
lion in Tourism Tax allocations
from the federal government in
2024, 50% of the tax collected
in the state.

The funds have supported
major tourism programmes and
promotional activities.

Additionally, the federal gov-
ernment, through the Tourism,
Arts and Culture Ministry, al-
located RM1.5 million for six
tourism facility maintenance
projects in Penang.

Furthermore, the state gow-
ernment received a grant of
RM25 million for the main-
tenance and repairs of the
Unesco World Heritage Site in
George Town.

“The state welcomes contin-
ued federal support and hopes
for more assistance to further
stimulate the tourism sector,”
Wong (pix) added.

Penang’s hotel fee tax collec-
tions reached RM10.62 million
in 2023 and RM8.62 million as
of September 2024.

LRT Line to feature 21 stations

THE Penang Light Rail
Transit (LRT) Mutiara
Line project will fea-
ture 20 stations on
Penang Island and
one in Seberang
Perai.

State
Transport and
Infrastructure
Committee chair-
man Zairil Khir Johari
have this update at the Pen-
ang Legislative Assembly re-
cently, based on information
provided by MRT Corp, the
project developer and asset
owner.

“The mainland station will
be located at Penang Sentral,
linking residents in Seberang
Perai to the island. All sta-
tions on the Mutiara Line will
be elevated,” Zairil said.

The proposed alignment will
begin at Silicon Island, pass-
ing through key stations such
as Permatang Damar Laut,
Penang International Airport,
Sungai Tiram, Free Industrial
Zone (FIZ) South, FIZ, Jalan
Tengah, SPICE, Bukit Jambul,
Sungai Nibong, Sungai Dua,
Batu Uban, Jalan Universiti,
Gelugor, Penang Waterfront,
East Jelutong, Sungai Pinang,

Bandar Sri Pinang, Macallum
and Komtar.

“These alignments will ulti-
mately connect Macallum sta-
tion to Penang Sentral. How-
ever, details for some sta-
tions are still being finalised,”
Zairil added.

He also revealed plans for
nine stations to include park-
and-ride facilities, subject to
land acquisition. These sta-
tions will offer an estimated
1,100 parking spaces at Per-
matang Damar Laut, Jalan
Tengah, Bukit Jambul, Sungai
Dua, Jalan Universiti, Pen-
ang Sentral, Gelugor, Sungai
Pinang and Bandar Sri Pinang.

Zairil (PH-Tanjong Bunga)
provided these details in re-

sponse

to an

oral

ques-

tion by Heng

Lee Lee (PH-

Berapit), who inquired about

the number of stations and

parking facilities for the LRT
project.

When asked by Lee about
measures to manage traffic
congestion once the LRT is op-
erational, Zairil confirmed that
a Traffic Management Plan
(TMP) has been developed.

The TMP will be overseen
by local councils and the state
Public Works Department
(JKR).

“We have also instructed
RapidPenang and MRT Corp
to explore the feasibility of
feeder bus services in resi-
dential areas to encourage
public transport use for ac-
cessing LRT stations,” he
added.

The state government, he
said, is actively promoting Se-
berang Perai as a unique desti-
nation beyond the Unesco World
Heritage Site in George Town.

Under the initiative "The Op-
posite Side of the Island”, the
state showcases Seberang Pe-
rai's diverse activities and sce-
nic locations, branding it as an
"undiscovered gem".

Wong reiterated the signifi-
cance of the services sector,

which contributes 48% to Pen-
ang's GDP, underlining the criti-
cal role of tourism in the state’s
economy.

Concluding  his  speech,
Wong reaffirmed the state gov-
ernment’s commitment to posi-
tioning Penang as the region's
premier tourism destination.

State govt launches green
initiatives for sustainability

THE state government has im-
plemented various measures to
address climate change and re-
duce global warming in line with
the Penang2030 vision.

State Housing and Environ-
ment Committee chairman Da-
tuk Seri Sundarajoo Somu (PH-
Perai) said this during the State
Legislative Assembly recently.

“Key initiatives include the
use of 100% LED streetlights,
a 20% reduction in domestic
water usage and the planting of
over 1 million trees.

“The Penang Green Industry
Programme (PGIP) also encour-
ages companies to adopt green
technology, lower their carbon
footprint, and practise environ-
mental responsibility.

“In addition, Penang received
a US$10 million grant from the
Adaptation Fund for the Nature-
Based Climate Adaptation Pro-
gramme (PNBCAP).

“The project focuses on miti-
gation methods and adaptation
strategies to reduce urban heat
through sustainable and envi-
ronmentally friendly solutions,”
Sundarajoo added.

He said both local govern-
ments in Penang have imple-
mented several initiatives to en-
sure sustainability.

“The Seberang Perai City
Council (MBSP) has made it
mandatory for all new develop-
ments to install LED streetlights,
as outlined in its Light Installa-
tion Guideline.

“This includes new buildings
that are built especially those
that will be handed over to MB-
SP such as public markets, halls

and garbage collection centres.

“Another measure is install-
ing solar systems in MBSP-
owned buildings, gradually re-
placing HPSV (High-Pressure
Sodium Vapour) streetlights with
LED lights, and ensuring the use
of LED lights in all MBSP build-
ings,” he said.

MBSP also encourages that
at least 15% of the energy used
in commercial buildings (with an
area of more than 5,000 sg m
or an area ratio of more than
1:3) comes from renewable en-
ergy sources.

Meanwhile, Sundarajoo said
the Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) encourages private de-
velopment to use solar energy
for at least 50% of the public
facilities and obtain ‘green build-
ing’ certification.

“The developers need to use
watersaving equipment that
meets the standards of Pen-
ang Water Supply Corporation
(PBAPP), and the new develop-
ment project needs to instal
a rainwater collection system
(SPAH) according to the Section
115, 1986 Uniform Building By-
Laws.

“MBPP also ensures that the
energy consumption of buildings
complies with Sections 38A and
38B of the 1986 Uniform Build-
ing By-Laws and meets the ‘Ma-
laysian Standard’ (MS 1525),”
Sundarajoo said.

It is learnt for projects that
achieve a gold rating or higher,
the state government will offer a
discount of RM3 per sq ft for res-
idential properties and RM4 per
sq ft for commercial properties.
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FTY gold medals at the

next Malaysia Games

(Sukma) in Selangor in
2026.

That's the challenge facing
the Penang contingent.

State Youth, Sports and
Health Committee chairman
Daniel Gooi (PH-Padang Lal-
ang) said the state, through
the Penang State Sports Coun-
cil (MSNPP), is committed to
achieving this ambitious goal.

"Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow has challenged us to
convert 50% of the silver med-
als we won at Sukma Sarawak

this year into gold for the next
edition. Let us work together to
reach this target in two years,"
Gooi (pix) said during his
winding-up speech at

the State Legisla-

tive Assembly re-

cently.
In the recent
Sukma in Sar-

awak, the Pen-
ang contingent
secured 41
gold, 45 silver and 53
bronze medals.
Gooi hopes for an even bet-
ter performance in 2026.

On the growing popularity of
pickleball, Gooi noted that the
state has no plans or funding

to build dedicated courts.
"We prioritise con-
structing multi-pur-
pose venues that
can accommodate
various  sports,"

he said.

On the health
front, Gooi high-
lighted the forma-

tion of a mental health
committee to address rising
cases of depression and sui-
cidal tendencies.

More efforts to tackle pigeon-feeding

WITH pigeon-feeding a preva-
lent issue in Penang, the state
government will intensify public
awareness campaigns about
its negative impacts on health
and well-being.

During the State Legislative
Assembly, H'ng Mooi Lye, the
Local Government, Town and
Country Planning Committee
chairman, outlined the govern-
ment’s ongoing initiatives to
curb the practice and mitigate
its effects.

“As part of our proactive
measures, we regularly issue
notices to individuals feeding
pigeons in designated areas
across the state.

“In addition, we conduct pi-
geon-trapping operations four
times a week to control their
population and have installed
signage in key areas to discour-
age the practice.

“So far, 88 operations have
been carried out, resulting in
11 compounds issued to of-
fenders.

“Similar efforts are
being undertaken by
the Seberang Perai
City Council (MBSP)
to complement the
work of the Penang
Island City Council
(MBPP),” H'ng (PH-

Jawi), added during his

winding-up speech at

the recent State Assem-
bly sitting.

H'ng (pix) also ad-
dressed the con-
tentious issue of
foreign  workers’
accommodation in
Penang.

“Based on the

questions raised by represen-
tatives, four key issues were
highlighted, namely the avail-
ability of centralised labour
quarters (CLQ) by 2028, ob-
jections to the construction of
CLQ in Bukit Tengah, the pro-
posed cancellation of CLQ in
Teluk Kumbar, and the misuse
of shophouses as worker dor-
mitories,” he said.

H'ng reiterated the

state government’s commit-
ment to achieving its target
of CLQ availability by 2028,
viewing it as a comprehensive
solution to manage social im-
pacts and reduce crime rates
involving foreign nationals.

“The CLQ approach allows
for more focused and effec-
tive monitoring within a con-
trolled environment managed
by the state government or lo-
cal authorities,” he said.

To address the misuse of
shophouses as worker dormi-
tories, the state government
has approved new guidelines
for temporary labour quarters
(TLQ), effective from Jan 1,
2024, to Dec 31, 2027.

“These guidelines specify
planning application require-
ments for TLQs in four key
zones, namely strata residen-
tial, landed residential, com-
mercial, and industrial areas.

“The directive aims to
streamline the approval pro-

cess for TLQ appli-
cations at the local
council level,” H'ng
added.

According to data
from the Local
Government Di-
vision and the

Penang  Labour

Department  (JT-

KPP), 18,821 work-
ers currently reside
in TLQs on the island,

with 36,513 in Se-
berang Perai.
Meanwhile, 7,668

workers are housed
in CLQs on the is-
land, and 10,607
in Seberang Perai.

Target for Sukma team

"This committee, headed
by me and supported by the
state Health Department and
other stakeholders, aims to
bring mental health issues to
the forefront. We encourage
the public to seek assistance
when needed," he added.

Special programme to
award food stalls

THE Penang government,
through the Penang Trade, En-
trepreneurial Development and
Rural Development Commit-
tee, has already rolled out the
Anugerah Kedai Makan Harga
Patut (Affordable Dining Award)
programme.

State Trade, Entrepreneurial
Development and Rural Devel-
opment Committee chairman
Datuk Rashidi Zinol announced
the initiative during his winding-
up speech at the State Legisla-
tive Assembly sitting recently.

“This  programme recog-
nises food establishments in
Penang that offer affordable
meals without compromising
on quality and cleanliness,”
Rashidi said.

The programme began last
Dec 2 in the south Seberang
Perai district and will expand to
other districts in 2025.

Rashidi said from January
to November 2024, his office
had organised 230 entrepre-
neurship programmes in col-
laboration with various agen-
cies like Majlis Amanah Raky-
at (Mara) Penang branch,
Penang Regional Develop-
ment Authority (Perda), Pen-
ang Development Corporation
(PDC), Penang Halal Interna-
tional (PHI), and the Malaysia
External Trade Development
Corporation (Matrade).

“These programmes ben-
efited approximately 1,162
entrepreneurs across the
state,” he said.

He added the state govern-
ment is also currently working
on providing retail space for
local entrepreneurs at Penang
International Airport (PIA).

“Discussions on leasing
arrangements are underway,
with sales of selected Penang-
made products expected to
commence in 2025. This will
offer local entrepreneurs a

unique platform to promote
their goods,” he added.

To further promote Penang
across the country, Rashidi
(pix) said the state government
will host the “Program Jelajah
Pulau Pinang” roadshow se-
ries in collaboration with the
Federal Agricultural Marketing
Authority (Fama) and Mara
Penang branch.

“Six roadshows, with the
first in Melaka from Dec 27-29,
2024, will showcase Penang’s
iconic local foods, cultural per-
formances and Agromadani Fa-
ma sales activities,” he said.

Rashidi also provided an
update on the Skim Pinja-
man Harapan (SPH) initiative,
a collaboration between the
state government and PDC to
support micro-entrepreneurs.

“As of October 2024, a to-
tal of 4,293 entrepreneurs in
Penang have benefited from
SPH, receiving RM30.77 mil-
lion in loans.

“The repayment rate also
stands at an impressive 91%,
with a remaining fund balance
of RM4.89 million.

“Hence, this shows that
the initiative  underscores
Penang’s commitment to sup-
porting local entrepreneurs,
fostering economic growth,
and ensuring inclusive devel-
opment across the state,” he
concluded.
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Move to enhance
agrotechnology,

food securi

=Story by Riadz Akmal

E state government,
I through the Chief Minister
Incorporated (CMI), has es-
tablished Penang Agrotech Sdn
Bhd, a wholly state-owned sub-
sidiary, to advance the state’s
agrotechnology and bolster food
security efforts.

State Agrotechnology, Food
Security and Cooperative Devel-
opment Committee chairman
Fahmi Zainol (PH-Pantai Jerejak)
described Penang Agrotech as
the main executor and coordi-
nator for policies, programmes,
and activities under the Penang
Agrotechnology, Food Security,
and Cooperative Development
Committee.

“The company will collaborate
closely with relevant depart
ments and agencies. It is set
to begin full operations on Jan
1, 2025,” Fahmi said during his
winding-up speech at the State
Legislative Assembly in Light
Street recently.

“It is hoped that Penang Agro-

tech will help the state generate
new revenue streams while ad-
vancing sustainable agriculture
practices,” he said.

Fahmi  (pix) high-
lighted the company’s
focus on reducing
dependence  on
pesticides  and
chemical-intensive
farming methods.

“Penang Agro-
tech aims to ex-
plore and introduce ad-
vanced technologies to farmers
and planters in the state. This
initiative seeks to ensure that
the people of Penang have ac-
cess to safer and higher-quality
food products,” he said.

In collaboration with the state
Veterinary  Services Depart-
ment, Penang Agrotech will es-
tablish an Integrated Ruminant
Farming Centre to increase beef
and goat meat production.

Fahmi described the centre
as a central hub for farmers and
consumers, noting that it would
feature modern infrastructure

and advanced livestock
management systems.

“Farmers will benefit from

access to healthy and
affordable  livestock,
while consumers will
enjoy safe and con-
sistently high-quali-
ty meat products,”

he added.

Fahmi also an-
nounced plans to
transform two lo-

cations in the state into
agrotourism hubs.

“Stesen Padi Bukit Merah in
Permatang Pauh, an active rice
cultivation area, has been ear-
marked for transformation into
an agrotourism and recreational
hub for the local community,” he
said.

He also elaborated on the fu-
ture of Taman Herba Bertam in
Kepala Batas.

“This herbal park is home to
over 200 species of medicinal
herbs. We plan to upgrade it
into a premier agrotourism des-
tination.

“Beyond
that, it will serve as a
centre for herbal research, pro-
duction, and traditional medi-
cine treatments, making it the
largest herbal innovation hub in
the northern region,” he added.

The state government has
submitted a special funding
proposal to the Agriculture and
Food Security Ministry (KPKM)
to support these developments.

On another note, Fahmi pro-
vided an update on Penang’s
state-owned rice brand, Beras
Cap Feri.

He revealed that the brand
had officially received its operat-
ing licence from KPKM on Nov
13, 2024.

He added the rice is available
for purchase through the Agro
Madani sales programme. It will
be distributed through the Fed-
eral Agricultural Marketing Au-
thority (Fama) and the Farmers’
Organisation Authority (LPP).

“Beras Cap Feri will retail at
RM15 for a Bkg bag of high-

Steady progress in affordable homes initiative

THE state government is mak-
ing significant strides toward its
goal of delivering 220,000 af-
fordable housing units (RMM)
under the Penang2030 vision.
As of Oct 31, 2024, a total
of 162,689 units are in various
stages of development, com-
prising 51,680 units ready for
construction, 22,456 under con-
struction and 88,553 in the de-

sign phase.
State Housing and Environ-
ment  Committee  chairman

Datuk Seri Sundarajoo Somu
(PH-Perai) said this during his
winding-up speech at the State
Legislative Assembly sitting re-
cently.

“The state government is
monitoring developers to ensure
delivery of the remaining 88,553
units still in the planning stage,”
Sundarajoo (pix) added.

He said the state govern-
ment has approved a maxi-

mum household income limit of
RM20,000 for applications un-
der the open market category.

This measure is to prevent
high-income groups, particu-
larly the T20, from acquiring
subsidised housing.

Sundarajoo also affirmed
that the state government is
committed to ensuring high-
quality standards, particularly
for affordable housing.

“For the RMM projects un-
der the state government, de-
velopers are required to meet
the quality assessment stan-
dards set by the Construction
Industry Development Board’s
(CIDB) Qlassic, with a minimum
score of 70%.

“Additionally, the Local Au-
thority (PBT) and relevant tech-
nical agencies will conduct a
final inspection before issuing
the Certificate of Completion
and Compliance (CCC).

“For every new housing de-
velopment, buyers will be given
a 24-month Defects Liability
Period (DLP), during which de-
velopers must address any de-
fects,” he added.

Meanwhile, Sundarajoo said
the RMM (Rumah Mampu Mi-
lik) will be rebranded as Rumah
Mutiaraku (RMK) from Janu-
ary, 2025, to foster a stronger
sense of ownership among re-
cipients.

On the redevelopment proj-
ect, Sundarajoo shared that
the Ujong Batu redevelopment
project is in the final stage of
the Request For Proposal by
the Penang Housing Board
(LPNPP).

“The state always monitors
old housing projects such as
the Wisma Telaga that failed to
obtain strata property rights.

"This housing is more suit-
able for the redevelopment

project.

“However, the implementa-
tion is subject to the approval
of the owners and the state
government.

“The LPNPP is currently in
the process of restoring the
Management Corporation (MC)
of Taman Siakap in preparation
for the launch of its redevelop-
ment project, before issuing the
Request For Proposal (RFP).

“This project will provide
a total of 400 affordable
homes, with 200 units of
RMM B2 and 200 units of
RMM C3,” he added.

Touching on his environ-
ment portfolio, Sundarajoo
announced plans to distribute
free recycling bags to the pub-
lic in selected areas starting in
the first quarter of 2025.

“Following this, the supply of
recycling bags will be gradually
reduced, and a charge of RM2

quality imported rice, making it
the most affordable option in its
category,” he said.

Earlier, in replying to Mohd
Yusni Mat Piah (PN-Penaga),
Fahmi said the production of lo-
cal rice in Penang is insufficient
to meet the demand for Beras
Cap Feri.

“As a result, the steering
committee for the Implementa-
tion of Beras Cap Feri, chaired
by me, has decided to incorpo-
rate imported rice into the pro-
duction of Beras Cap Feri to ad-
dress the shortfall in local rice
supply,” Fahmi said.

per bag will be introduced.

“The aim is to stop the distri-
bution of recycling bags by De-
cember 2025 and reduce the
use of single-use plastic bags.

“However, this proposal is
still in the early stages of dis-
cussion, and the state govern-
ment, through the Economic
Planning Department (BPEN)
and Penang Green Council
(PGC), will conduct a detailed
study on how to implement this
initiative,” he added.
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