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HE nation’s largest housing de-
velopment announced recently will

give a significant boost to afford-
able housing in Penang.

Aimed at benefiting the B40 and
M40 income groups, the project,
known as the Rumah Bakat Baru
Madani Affordable Housing Scheme,
is scheduled to commence by the first
quarter of this year.

A joint development agreement was
signed on Dec 10 between the Penang
Development Corporation (PDC), its sub-
sidiary PDC Properties, and SkyWorld
Development Berhad.

The ceremony, held in Kuala Lumpur,
marked the beginning of a plan to build
over 35,000 houses for the targeted in-
come groups.

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar lbra-
him, Local Government Minister Nga Kor
Ming and Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
were among the notable attendees at
the signing ceremony.

Chow commended the federal govern-
ment’s commitment under the 12th Ma-
laysia Plan to delivering 500,000 afford-
able homes by 2025.

“The state, through PDC and PDC
Properties, takes the extra effort to intro-
duce Rumah Bakat Baru Madani to pro-
vide an equal chance for non-Penangites
working in the state to own a home.

“This is a great opportunity for both
Penangites and non-Penangites working
in the state to own affordable homes.
Each unit under the Rumah Bakat Baru
Madani scheme will feature a built-up
area of 900 sq ft, with three bedrooms
and two bathrooms,” Chow said during
the signing ceremony.

“The project will also include other fa-
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It’s the thumbs-up from these happy faces as they pose with Anwar, Chow, Nga (third from right) and Goh (fourth from left) after the

project announcement.

| believe the Penang government is
capable of achieving this due to its
strong track record — Anwar

cilities, such as a swimming pool, a gym,
a multipurpose hall, and a playground.
Each unit will be sold from RM225,000
to RM420,000.

“We have identified two plots of land
in Seberang Perai, namely 34 acres of
land in Seberang Jaya (Jalan Todak in
front of Penang Bird Park), and another
161.5 acres of land near Batu Kawan
(Design Village Outlet Mall) for the de-
velopment.

“From these two locations, more
than 35,000 affordable housing units
will be built and they are targeted to be
completed in 15 years.”

Chow added the construction would
employ the Prefabricated Prefinished
Volumetric Construction (PPVC) meth-

od, making Penang the first state to
adopt this approach under the Environ-
mental, Social, and Governance (ESG)
framework.

Following an open tender process,
SkyWorld Development Berhad emerged
as the successful bidder.

“We hope SkyWorld Development
Berhad can fulfil the responsibility and
smoothly deliver the project,” he said.

Anwar shared his personal connection
to the initiative.

“Seberang Jaya holds a special place
in my heart, as | spent my childhood
there. | am thrilled to witness this project
come to fruition,” Anwar said.

He emphasised the urgency of ad-
dressing the rising demand for afford-

able housing and hoped the necessary
project approvals would be granted by
February.

“I believe the Penang government
is capable of achieving this due to its
strong track record and the state is com-
mitted to the people’s housing needs.
If a groundbreaking ceremony in Kuala
Lumpur could be held within 45 days of
signing a joint development agreement, |
believe Penang can achieve the same,”
Anwar added.

Nga echoed Anwar’'s sentiments
and pledged to expedite the approval
process.

He also noted Anwar’s intention to
attend the project’s groundbreaking
ceremony.

Other notable attendees at the
event were PDC general manager
Datuk Aziz Bakar, SkyWorld Develop-
ment Berhad founder Datuk Seri Ng
Thien Phing and Bukit Tambun assem-
blyman Goh Choon Aik.
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HE federal government
Treoently launched the

Hawkers and Small Trad-
ers Development Policy 2030
(D3PKN2030) to empower
hawkers and petty traders in
the country.

Speaking at the National
Hawkers and Petty Traders Car-
nival 2024 (HPPK 2024) at But-
terworth Arena, Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim said
the policy aims to create a more
conducive and sustainable eco-
system for them.

Developed by the Entrepre-
neur Development and Co-
operatives Ministry, the D3P-
KN2030 contains five strategic
cores, 15 strategies and 35
initiatives, all designed to cre-
ate a holistic and conducive
entrepreneurial ecosystem for
hawkers and small traders.

“The objective of this policy is
to improve governance, increase
capacity and capability and to
encourage sustainable business
practices.

“Through D3PKN2030, we’ll
also provide a special allocation
to fund various programmes,
including HPPK 2024, to ben-
efit hawkers and petty traders,”
Anwar said in his speech before
launching the D3PKN2030 and
HPPK 2024.

HPPK 2024, organised by the
federal government through the
Entrepreneur Development and
Cooperatives Ministry, was held
from Nov 1 to 3.

The carnival served as a plat-
form for recognition and a cel-
ebration of hawkers and small
traders’ contributions to the na-
tional economy.

A total of 360 hawkers and
petty traders took part in the
three-day event which also fea-
tured 30 food trucks and 22
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(Front row, from left) Entrep

Boost for hawkers, small traders

Khairul Dzaimee Daud, Chief Secretary to the Government Tan Sri Shamsul Azri Abu Bakar, Ewon Benedick,
Anwar, Mohamad, Ramanan and Federation of Associations of Malay Small Traders and Hawkers Malaysia
(GPPPKMM) president Datuk Zainal Abidin Datuk Abdul Majid at the event opening ceremony.

state and federal agencies as
exhibitors.

Anwar also urged state gov-
ernments to focus on improving
the condition of warung, hawker
kiosks and small stalls.

Recognising that 80% of Ma-
laysians dine at these informal
establishments rather than in
high-end restaurants, he empha-
sised the importance of main-

PENANG is committed to en-
suring sustainable growth while
safeguarding its natural environ-
ment, says state Local Govern-
ment, Town and Country Plan-
ning Committee chairman Jason
H’'ng Mooi Lye.

Speaking at the unveiling of
the Vivo Executive Apartment, a
new residential project by Aspen
Vision City Sdn Bhd in Bandar
Cassia, Batu Kawan recently,
H'ng highlighted the state’s dedi-
cation to eco-friendly urban de-
velopment.

He emphasised that Pen-
ang’'s eco-city guidelines are
designed to incorporate envi-
ronmental considerations into
all urban projects.

“We actively champion ini-
tiatives that prioritise energy
efficiency, green practices and
community well-being.

“This event serves as a
milestone in advancing sus-
tainable living and eco-friendly
city planning.

“Aspen Vision City exemplifies
this approach, demonstrating
how modern urban living can co-
exist with environmental respon-
sibility,” H'ng said in his speech.

He also lauded Aspen’s
dedication to sustainability, not-
ing that the construction of the
Vivo Executive Apartment aligns
seamlessly with Penang’s broad-
er sustainability goals.
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Also in attendance were Pen-
ang Housing and Environment
Committee chairman Datuk Seri
Sundarajoo Somu, Bukit Tambun
assemblyman Goh Choon Ak,
Chief Minister senior confiden-
tial secretary Mohd Balkish Oth-
man, Aspen co-founder and chief
executive officer Datuk M. Murly
and Aspen cofounder and ex
ecutive deputy chairman Datuk
Seri Nazir Ariff.

Nazir expressed his excite-
ment over the launch of the
Vivo Executive Apartment,
marking it as another signifi-
cant chapter in Aspen’s com-
mitment to innovative and sus-
tainable urban living.

“As we unveil the Vivo Ex
ecutive Apartment, | extend our
deepest gratitude to the Penang
Development Corporation and

Seberang Perai City Council for
their unwavering support and
shared vision,” he said.

Designed to foster a balanced
and sustainable lifestyle, the
Vivo Executive Apartment boasts
over 30 state-ofthe-art ameni-
ties, including an Olympic-sized
swimming pool, a 300-metre jog-
ging path and retail units on the
ground floor.

Nazir concluded his speech
by emphasising the project’s
broader impact: “This event is
not just about unveiling a new
project; it is a testament to our
commitment to nurturing com-
munities, promoting sustain-
able living, and driving growth
in this vibrant region. It reflects
our dedication to creating a fu-
ture where innovation seam-
lessly blends with daily life.”

taining cleanliness and order.

“Although the country is see-
ing an influx of investments from
multinational companies, we
must remember the need for
petty traders and stalls to serve
the growing workforce.

“Not all multinational employ-
ees are in upper management,
so it is essential to allocate
space for these small business-
es within industrial and residen-
tial areas,” he said.

Anwar also marked the 75th
anniversary of the Department
of Statistics Malaysia (DoSM),
congratulating the department
on this significant milestone.

He also stressed the need to
address leakages and wastage
in government subsidies, which
could be achieved with the help
of accurate data and information
provided by DoSM.

Anwar said if these subsidy

leakages are not resolved, gov-
ernment spending on subsidies
will continue to rise without ef-
fectively reaching the intended
target groups.

Among the guests at the event
were Entrepreneur Development
and Cooperatives Minister Da
tuk Ewon Benedick, Human Re-
sources Minister Steven Sim,
Economy Minister Rafizi Ramli,
Entrepreneur Development and
Cooperatives Deputy Minister
Datuk Seri R Ramanan, Penang
State Secretary Datuk Zulkifli
Long, Deputy Chief Minister |
Prof Datuk Dr Mohamad Abdul
Hamid, state Local Government,
Town and Country Planning Com-
mittee chairman Jason H'ng
Mooi Lye, state Youth, Sports
and Health Committee chairman
Daniel Gooi Zi Sen and DoSM
chief statistician Datuk Seri Dr
Mohd Uzir Mahidin.

Paving way for creative industry expansion

PENANG’S status as a hub of
innovation, creativity, and eco-
nomic growth has been further
solidified with the establish-
ment of a strong legal frame-
work to drive expansion in the
creative economy.

State Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee chairman
Wong Hon Wai expressed his
pride at witnessing the launch
of the Malaysia Creativepre-
neur Strategic Alliance by The
One Academy Penang at Straits
Quay recently.

He highlighted that the initia-
tive, spearheaded by The One
Academy Penang, in collabora-
tion with Creative Mentor’'s Sdn
Bhd, Messrs Veon Szu & Kok
Thye, Sculpture Environment
Art Sdn Bhd, Creation at Work
(CAW), and Main Play Creative
PIt, aims to bolster the creative
economy and inspire the devel-

opment of intellectual property
(IP) characters.

“This signing of the Memo-
randum of Understanding (MoU)
among these partners marks a
significant step forward for the
creative industry.

“This MoU signifies a col-
laborative effort to enhance
the creative industry platform,
focusing on key areas such as
education, production, market
development, distribution, and
legal protection,” he said.

Among those present at the
event were Main Play Creative
PIt founder Loh Woon Foo,
Creation at Work Sdn Bhd
director Heng Wei Xiang, The
One Academy Penang manag-
ing director Leong Hoy Yoke,
Veon Szu & Kok Thye founder
Khaw Veon Szu, and Sculp-
ture Environment Art Sdn Bhd
director Yeoh Guan Eek.
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Family-friendly Hari Bulet

HE Hari Buletin 3.0 (the
Tthlrd edition of Hari Bule-

tin), held at Vision Park
in Bertam recently, aimed to
strengthen the bond between
Penang government leaders
and local communities, particu-
larly in the north Seberang Perai
district.

In his speech, Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow highlighted the
continuity of the event following
its previous editions in south
Seberang Perai and the south-
west districts.

“This annual Hari Buletin
event will continue its journey
across Penang, serving as a
family-friendly platform for in-
teraction while fostering closer
ties between the people and
the Penang government said

Chow, who is also the state
assemblyman for Padang Kota
and Member of Parliament for
Batu Kawan.

Chow said the initiative,
which stemmed from the es-
tablishment of Buletin Mutiara
in 2010, serves as the state
government's communication
medium on current issues and
ensures that residents stay
informed about policies and
efforts to enhance their socio-
economic well-being.

Prominent figures at the

The giant 'Jenga was a challenge
for children.

event included State Secretary
Datuk Zulkifli Long, Penang
Local Government, Town and
Country Planning Committee
chairman Jason H'ng, Kebun
Bunga assemblyman Lee Boon

Chow, H’'ng (on
Chow's left), Zulkifli
(on Chow's right)
and other guests in a
group photo with the
performers at the
event.

Heng and Seberang Perai City
Council mayor Datuk Baderul
Amin Abdul Hamid, along with
other district officials.

The day featured various ac-
tivities that engaged the local
community, including a colour-
ing contest, drawing competi-
tion, craft design contest, fancy
dress competition, talent shows,
a stylish cat contest, Buletin 3.0
Olympics and exhibitions by vari-
ous government agencies.
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Th|s display of snake
management skills
by a Civil Defence
Force member drew
applause from the
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Some kids and

adults enjoying
a game of giant
'snakes and

§ Team members
trylng to toss and |
8 catch a balloon
. using sarongs.

H Any event in Penang |

: is not complete
without its amazing
street food.

T

Chlldren taking part
in the colouring
contest.
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EARLY 100 experts, ex-

hibitors and suppliers

from 20 countries with
a shared passion for butterfly
conservation and education
gathered here recently for the
2024 International Confer-
ence of Butterfly Exhibitors
and Suppliers (ICBES).

It was hosted by Entopia by
Penang Butterfly Farm and the
International Association of But-
terfly Exhibitors and Suppliers
(IABES).

Entopia chief executive offi-
cer Joseph Goh highlighted the
conference’s mission to foster
advancements and collabora-
tion in butterfly conservation.

Conference on®
butterfly
conservation

“This conference brings to-
gether individuals from around
the world who are passionate
about butterflies and education.

“For years, Entopia has
aimed to inspire public appre-
ciation of nature, and hosting
ICBES amplifies this mission,”
he said.

Goh also noted that Penang
has had the honour of hosting
ICBES in 2000 and 2009, mak-
ing this year’'s event a meaning-
ful homecoming.

He added that ICBES is a vi-
tal platform for sharing ideas,
innovations, and experiences in
butterfly exhibitions, conserva-
tion, and education.

“Over the next few days, we’ll
explore new advancements, en-
gage in meaningful discussions,
and reinforce our commitment

e

to protecting butterfly species
and their habitats.

“The insights we gain here will
shape the future of our industry
and contribute to global biodiver-
sity preservation,” Goh said.

Penang Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee chairman
Wong Hon Wai, who was also
present, commended Entopia
and IABES for organising the im-
pactful conference.

.- fj

“This prestigious gathering
unites experts from around
the world, including the United
States, Canada, the United
Kingdom, the United Arab Emir-
ates, Germany, France, Spain,
Switzerland and Turkey, through
a shared dedication to butter-
flies, conservation, and the nat-
ural world,” he said.

Wong added Penang’s tour-
ism is deeply connected to its

— R

Goh (fourth from Ieft) presenting a souvenir to Wong, accompanied by (from left) Ashwin, David and
Kimberly during the opening ceremony of ICBES 2024.

natural and cultural heritage,
and events like ICBES reflect
Penang’s commitment to eco-
conscious tourism as part of its
sustainable development goals.
Also present during the open-
ing ceremony were Penang Con-
vention and Exhibition Bureau
(PCEB) chief executive officer
Ashwin Gunasekaran, IABES
president Kimberly Kelly and En-
topia chairman David Goh.
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KEMUDAHAN DAN
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Taman Ara Damai merupakan
kediaman yang ideal kerana terletak
berdekatan dengan Tasek Gelugor
dan Kubang Semang. Residensi ini
berlokasi di Jalan Tasek Gelugor — Ara
Kuda yang dihubungkan dengan baik
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dan Butterworth. Jelajahi keindahan
alam semula jadi di Bukit Katak yang
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MAKER LAB STSAra
s DREAM. CREATE, MAK E

mall school, blg!
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Manjula (Ieft), Vinod (second from left) and Kalaivani (right) giving the thumbs up wh|Ie posing for a

group photo with some of their students.

=Story by Tanushalini Moroter
=Pix by Law Suun Ting

school, but SJK (T) Sungai Ara

has big dreams, sheer deter-
mination, progressive thinking,
and high aspirations.

Recently, the school was
among the 129 equipped with a
MakerLab, an initiative that has
already yielded positive results.

Led by proactive headmas-
ter Vinod Thulukannam and a
team of dedicated teachers,
the school is seeing notable
improvements in student atten-
dance and engagement in STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing, and Mathematics) subjects.

“The MakerLab, set up by the
Penang Science Cluster (PSC)
last October, has sparked our
students’ interest in STEM,”
Vinod told Buletin Mutiara during
a recent interview.

“Since its installation, PSC
has been conducting after-school
classes in robotics, drones, and
Scratch coding, making STEM
learning accessible and exciting
for our students.

“Since then, we've noticed
increased student attendance,
along with a growing enthusiasm
for STEM learning.”

Besides encouraging stu-
dents to actively participate
in STEM-based activities, the
school provides opportunities
for teachers to also showcase
their expertise.

“Our teachers from the De-
sign and Technology (RBT) De-
partment recently participated
in the ‘PesInPro 2.0 — Inovasi
STEM Agro’ competition.

“They invented the ‘Aqua
phonic with Microcontroller Sys-
tem,” which earned fourth place.

“We aim not only to inspire
our students but also want to

IT may be a modestly-sized

unleash the potential of our edu-
cators,” he added.

S. Manjula, one of the RBT
teachers, said it took them more
than two months to complete
the project.

“This experience has been
invaluable for both students and
teachers, as we aim to unleash
the potential of all learners in
our school,” Manjula said.

Another teacher, M. HKa-
laivani, said the MakerLab is
equipped with various tools and
resources, including Scratch,
microbit, 3D modeling, 3D print-
ing, and more.

Speaking about students’
participation in competitions,
Vinod said during the previous
Penang Science Fair (PSF), for
instance, a total of 40 students
were involved in the ‘Basic AC to
DC Converter’ project.

“Students underwent two
months of workshops conduct-
ed by parents and retired lec-
turers to prepare them for the
presentation of their project at
the PSF.

“It was a significant achieve-
ment for them as they were able
to confidently present in English
to the visitors,” he said.

Vinod added the workshop
and the school’s booth at the
fair were sponsored by Inari
Amertron Berhad.

“The students recently par-
ticipated in the state-level STEM
Carnival held at USM, where
they qualified for the semi-finals
in the Robot Battle and the fi-
nals in the Talent Show.

“They also took part in the
Water Rocket, Bridge Building
and Innovators for Tomorrow
competitions at the carnival.

“In 2023, our students
won the state-level Inter-Tamil
Schools Water Rocket Compe-
tition and later took part in the

uJ 1
i

national competition,” he said.

The school currently has a
total of 117 students, includ-
ing preschoolers. Vinod be-
lieves that once the dual learn-
ing programme is implement-
ed, the number of students
will increase.

“If we receive more financial
support, we will be able to en-
rol our students in more com-
petitions,” Vinod said.

It is also learned that the
students secured second

The mini farm which is another of the school’s achievements.

place in a state-level Al robot-
ics competition focused on
waste management.

The school has also ex-
celled in environmental con-
sciousness, managing a mini
farm as part of the SIJKT
Sungai Ara Agro School Proj-
ect, launched last year in col-
laboration with the All-Party
Parliamentary Group Malaysia
on Sustainable Development
Goals (APPGM-SDG).

The produce from this mini

MAKER LAB STSAra
DREAM, CREATE, MAKE

THINK >< MAKE

MAKER SPACE

The teachers observing the students at work in the MakerLab.

farm is sold to the local com-
munity and at a nearby market,
promoting green initiatives
within the school.

As he reflected on the
school’s achievements, Vinod
expressed a heartfelt desire
to ensure that no child is left
behind in STEM learning.

He also thanked the school’s
Parent-Teacher Association (PTA)
chairman G. Gobinathan and
LPS chairman Richard Elias for
their efforts and contributions.
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ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow

chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

T) 04 -226 0218
F) 04 - 226 0218

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Kumaran Krishnan @ Calvin
bagandalamn09@gmail.com

T) 04 - 313 1002
i

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Dr. Mohamad Abdul Hamid

mohdhamid@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee
berapit@dappg.org

ST; 017 - 813 3509
F) 04 - 540 0006

N.19 JAWI
YB H’'ng Mooi Lye
ni19dunjawi@gmail.com

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

dapairputih@gmail.com

N.01 PENAGA
YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah

M

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
YB Bukhori Ghazali

(M

N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN

YB Mohd Sobri Salleh (M)
agdeep Singh Deo - -
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.m H 04-2618715 kllee78@gmail.com H 04- 551 1442 véof/\ﬁggnq]ﬁ!gg?ouzi Yusoff U]
N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
N.15 PADANG LALANG YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung T) 04 - 507 5001 N.06 TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Gooi Zi Sen (T) 012 - 500 1571 gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my H 04 - 507 5001 YB Azmi Alang M
gooizisen@penang.gov.my. N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
N.16 PERAI YB Goh Choon Aik SB 81 - 28% 52)?!3% N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YI;%éDkng’ Ser Sundarajoo A/L Somu (T) 04 - 397 3600 _ YBlzhar Shah Arif Shah M
nlé.kadunperai@gmail.com N.23 AIR PUTIH
f N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
JELIm Gon e R YB Amir Homzah Abdul Hashim m

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Rashidi Bin Zinol
n21sgachehpk@gmail.com

m 04 - 593 2408

N.24 KEBUN BUNGA
YB Lee Boon Hen

leeboonheng24@gmail.com

(T) 011 -2773 6684

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari
tanjongbunga@bukitbendera.org

T) 04 - 818 3866
F) 04 - 262 5952

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Woo Sze Zeng
joshuawoosz@gmail.com

(H) 016 - 417 2548

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Wong Yuee Harng
pengkalankota@dappg.org

EB 04 -299 2574

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng

ET; 016 - 270 6808
F

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Fahmi Zainol

fahmizainol@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 293 7545
F) 04 - 293 7546

YB Ong Ah Teong
ongahteong@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.02 BERTAM

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Tan Hooi Peng
n32seridelima@gmail.com

EIT:; 04-659 5611

N.12 PENANTI
YB Zulkefli Bakar

M

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Abidin Ismail

U]

N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Mohamad Shukor Zakariah

M

N.40 TELOK BAHANG
YB Muhamad Kasim

M

NAMA No Tel/ No Faks

S >
v en How NG T) 04 - 826 1898 omiartcopea, e PENANG CARE SOCIETY Hotline

ong Hon qal -
wonghonwail 973@gmail.com H N.31 BATU LANCANG ?T) 04- 2910123

DAP PENANG HQ
dappenang@dapmalaysia.org

T) 04 - 228 8482
F) 04 -228 8514

PKR PENANG HQ

(T) 04-3970115

n07sungaipuyu@gmail.com

}T) 04- 3137987
H) 012 - 248 5938

kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

ITAB Datuk Seri Reezal Merican Naina m N.33 AIR ITAM
erican 5 i

; P YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang T) 016 - 421 9143
dsrmpusatkhidmat@gmail.com airifamdap@gmail.com H 04 - 829 9143
N.07 SUNGAI PUYU N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Phee Syn Tze YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Chee Yeeh Keen

cheeyeehkeen@gmail.com

m 018 -388 6317

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Dato’ Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976
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=Story and pix by K.H. Ong

his remarkable contributions to

Badminton legend honoured

TIE Penang Rifle Club (PRC)
held its biennial gathering
recently, celebrating the
occasion with special guests,
former Thomas Cup-winning
captain Datuk Teh Kew San and
his wife, Datin Ng Mei Ling, dur-
ing a dinner at its Jalan Kebun
Bunga premises near the Bo-
tanic Gardens.

PRC president Datuk Seri
Kenny Ong, who is also the
chairman of the MTT Group
of Companies, expressed the
club’s gratitude to Kew San for

Malaysian badminton and other
sports at the state level.

“It’s an honour to welcome a
badminton legend among us,”
Ong said in his brief opening
speech.

PRC secretary Lim Toh Huan
shared his admiration for Kew
San, noting his humility along-
side his achievements on the
badminton court.

Kew San, now 89, led the
Malaysian team to victory over
Indonesia in the 1967 Thomas
Cup final.

Guests at the event included

Ong (left), Gooi (third from right), H’'ng (second from right) and Chai (right) celebrating the achievements
of Penang Sukma shooters (from second left) Siti Zulaika, Nur Maisarah, Ying Ying, and Nur Sumayyah.

state Youth, Sports and Health
Committee chairman Daniel
Gooi Zi Sen, state Local Gov-
ernment and Town & Country
Planning Committee chairman
Jason H’'ng Mooi Lye, and Pen-
ang State Sports Council direc-
tor Harry Chai Heng Hua.

The event also celebrated
the achievements of PRC’s
shooters who won medals at
Sukma (Malaysia Games) in

Kew San (seated, centre), with
his wife Mei Ling, in a group
photo with Ong, (standing from
left) Lucy See and her husband,
Loh Toh Huan; Gooi and Chai.

Sarawak.

Penang earned four silvers
and one bronze medal, with Nur
Sumayyah Dzulkifli, her younger
sister Nur Maisarah, and Siti
Zulaika Haira securing the team
silver in the 10m air rifle event.

Additionally, Nur Sumayyah,
Tan Ying Ying, and Siti Zu-
laika took bronze in the 50m
rifle prone, while Nur Sumayyah
claimed an individual silver in
the 50m rifle (3 positions), and
Nur Maisarah won an individual
silver in the 10m air rifle.

Coach Faizah Ab Aziz said
they would prepare earnestly

for the next Sukma and extend-
ed her gratitude to the Penang
Rifle Club and Penang State
Sports Council for their stead-
fast support.

She was particularly
pleased that Nur Sumayyah,
who joined the National Junior
squad last March, was select-
ed to represent Malaysia in an
international competition in
Taiwan last month.

The evening featured a live
band, creating a vibrant atmo-
sphere, while many attendees
left the dinner with smiles, hav-
ing won lucky draw prizes.

Top prize for ‘Penang
Hill, With You’

THE song “Penang Hill, With
You”, written by 22-year-old Pen-
angite Teh Xiaowei, was recently
announced as the winner of the
Penang Hill Songwriting Com-
petition and is set to become
an integral part of Penang Hill’s
identity.

The song beautifully encap-
sulates this cherished land-
mark's spirit and Penang's
vibrant landscapes.

As one of Penang’s most
popular attractions, Penang
Hill draws thousands of visi-
tors daily, where lush green-
ery and panoramic views
leave visitors in awe.

Air Putih assemblyman Lim
Guan Eng, who attended the
prizegiving ceremony, applauded
Penang Hill Corporation (PHC) for
its initiative to create a dedicated
song for Penang Hill.

In addition, PHC has also re-
leased an official music video,
featuring its staff members
singing the song, rearranged by
Cadenza Performing Arts Acad-
emy with support from young
musicians in the Penang Youth
Orchestra.

“The Penang Hill Corporation
has collaborated with Cadenza
Music & Performing Arts Acade-
my to seek out local
talents capable of
musically express-
ing the unique beau-
ty of Penang Hill,”
he said.

“With over 40
submissions  from
diverse contestants,
the competition
highlighted remark-
able talent. Six en-
tries were selected as winners,
with one being chosen as the
song of Penang Hill," he said in
his speech during the event.

“A musical score is incom-
plete without meaningful per-
formers to convey its spirit,”
Lim aded.

PHC general manager Datuk
Cheok Lay Leng expressed pride
in the winning song, describing
it as a source of inspiration that
emerged from the competition,
which began last April.

“After months of hard work,
we have a winner whose song
will resonate with visitors for

Lim (second from
left) with Cheok (left)
presenting the award
to Xiao Wei's mother
during the ceremony.
(Inset) Xiaowei

years to come, capturing the es-
sence of Penang Hill,” he said,
adding that a Bahasa Malaysia
version is also planned.

As the winner, Xiaowei re-
ceived RM3,000 while DSO, the
runner-up, received RM1,500
and Lim Fang Cen, who came
third, received RM800. All three
also received a trophy and a cer-
tificate each.

Awards of excellence were
presented to Swati Raveendhar,
Mangroove Band, and Tan Kim
Lai @ Leonard Tan.

Due to her studies, Xiaowei
was unable to attend the prize
presentation, with her mother,

Ong Lean See, receiving the
prize on her behalf from Lim.
“When | heard that my song
was chosen, | was pleasantly
surprised. | did not expect to win.
| only entered after being encour-
aged by one of my music teach-
ers,” Xiaowei said in a phone
interview from Semenyih, where
she is in her final year studying
Economics and International
Economics at the University of
Nottingham Malaysia.
Reflecting on her inspiration,
Xiaowei said, “When | started
working on the song, | thought
about what Penang Hill means
to me. | visited it a few times
as a child with my family, and
each trip was full of fun. Even
though it was a long time ago, |
still remember the natural vibe
and charm before all the recent

upgrades. That sense of nature
still resonates with me. Writ-
ing the song felt like a journey
down memory lane.”

It took Xiaowei about three
months to complete the song.

Though she’s pursuing a
degree in economics, Xiao-
wei’'s true passion lies in
music. “Music was actu-
ally my first choice for stud-
ies, but my father had other
thoughts, concerned about
my future. So, for now, my
focus is on completing my
university course,” said Xiao
Wei, who plays the electone,
piano and violin.

Among those who attended
the event were Air ltam assem-
blyman Joseph Ng and Cadenza
Music & Performing Arts Acad-
emy principal Karmen Tan.
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SKINNY 15year-old boy
A‘rom Penang stands on

he starting blocks of an
outside lane before the start of
the men’s 400m freestyle final
at the 1987 South East Asian
(SEA) Games, held at Jakarta’s
Senayan Swimming Stadium.

The outermost lanes are typi-
cally assigned to swimmers with
the slowest qualifying times,
and, at just 15, Jeffrey Ong
Kuan Seng is hardly considered
a contender against his other
more established rivals.

But as the starting gun goes
off, Jeffrey swims the race of his
life, stunning everyone — includ-
ing himself — as he clinches the
gold medal and breaks the SEA
Games record with a time of
4:05.21.

This unexpected victory cata-
pulted Jeffrey, of Malaysian-Brit-
ish heritage, into the spotlight.

Despite this, Jeffrey (pix)
stayed grounded and went on to
secure his second gold medal
by winning the 1,500m freestyle
in 16:14.08.

“Nobody expected this boy
from the outside lane to win,”
Jeffrey, now 52, shared with Bu-
letin Mutiara during his recent
homecoming to receive the Dar-
jah Johan Negeri (DJN) award,
conferred upon him by Yang di-
Pertua Negeri Pulau Pinang, Tun
Ahmad Fuzi Abdul Razak.

“My goal was to try to get
on the podium, though | wasn’t
sure if my nerves would affect
me on the day. Somehow, |
swam a perfect race. That first
gold was the most memorable
for me because it was my de-
but representing Malaysia in an
open competition.

“Both golds are memorable,
but the first gold you win at the
SEA Games is always the most
special. Before that, nobody
knew who | was.”

Jeffrey was in for another ma-
jor surprise the following year.
After his two gold medals at the
SEA Games, he was selected to
represent Malaysia at the Asian
Swimming Championships in
Guangzhou, China, in 1988.

There, he earned silver med-
als in the 400m freestyle and
1,500m freestyle, finishing
just behind Chinese swimmer
Wang Dali.

“l thought, ‘Wow! From be-
ing the best in Southeast Asia,
I’'m now the second best in Asia
— this was a huge leap!” Then,
out of the blue, | got a message
from the Olympic Council of Ma-

Jeffrey

laysia: ‘Congratulations! You're
going to the Olympics!’

“And there | was, at the age of
16, at my first Olympic Games,
in Seoul in 1988. It was an in-
credible and unforgettable expe-
rience, especially marching into
the stadium during the opening
ceremony, and hearing the an-
nouncer say: ‘The Contingent
from Malaysia!” with 72,000
people cheering and billions
more watching around the world.
| will never forget that moment.”

After the Seoul Olympics, Jef-
frey’s winning streak continued.
He secured two gold medals in
the same events at the 1989
SEA Games in Kuala Lumpur,
as well as a silver medal in the
1,500m freestyle at the 1990
Asian Games in Beijing.

In 1991, while studying at
the University of Southern Cali-
fornia, Jeffrey was selected
to represent Malaysia at the
World University Games in
Sheffield, England.

There, he won a silver med-
al in the 1,500m freestyle,
setting a new Malaysian and
Asian record of 15 minutes
and 23.61 seconds.

“It was memorable for several
reasons. Besides winning a sil-
ver medal and setting a national
record, it was also an Asian re-
cord, as well as the 14th fastest
time in the world.

“Another special memory
is that | achieved this in Shef-
field, with my family there to
watch. Many Malaysians who
were studying in Sheffield also
came to support me. Seeing
Malaysian flags waving in the
crowd and having my family
present made it an incredibly
proud moment.”

Coincidentally, Sheffield is
where Jeffrey’s elder sister, Kat-
erina, settled after studying at
university there.

Six years his senior, Katerina
was a star in her own right, ex

celling in swimming and winning

numerous accolades, including
being named the 1980 Malay-
sian Sportswoman of the Year.
Cheering Jeffrey on in Shef-
field were his parents, Ong Eng
Kooi and Rosemary; as well
as his younger sister, Ange-

Sheffield at the time.

lia, who was also studying in K

brother, Steven, the eldest |
of the four siblings. ’
Jeffrey’s record of

Jeff also has an older J)

Then Yang di-Pertuan .
Agong Sultan Azlan,
Shah presenting
Jeffrey the 1988
Malaysian Sportsman
of 'the Year award.

15:23.61 for the 1,500m, set
in a 50m long-course pool in
Sheffield in 1991, stood for
32 years until another Malay-
sian, Steve Khiew Hoe Yean,
broke it in December 2023.

Then, in October this year,
his long-standing 1,500m short
course (25m pool) record of
15:27.05, set in 1989, was
surpassed by teenage sensa-
tion Mohd Dhuha Zulkifry, who
clocked 14:59.80 at his World
Cup debut in Shanghai, China.

“l actually thought my records
would be broken sooner as
swimmers were getting faster
and faster. When they remained
unbroken for so long, | started
to think that no one would sur-
pass them.

“Although at first | did feel a
bit sad when my long-course re-
cord was broken last year, | was
glad to see it happen — finally!

“It shows Malaysian swim-
ming is progressing, which is
great for the sport, as Steve and
Dhuha will hopefully continue to
break more national records.”

Jeffrey’s  accomplishments

earned him the 1988 Malaysian

Sportsman of the Year award.

When asked about the se-
cret to his success, Jeffrey
says:“There’s no magic formula.
It's all about hard work, determi-
nation, patience, and discipline. |
think mindset is the most impor-
tant element — | believe it's all
about having a growth mindset.

“By ‘growth mindset,” | mean
setting small, achievable goals.
It's like kaizen, the Japanese
philosophy of making small im-
provements over time, which
can add up to substantial re-
sults in the future.”

Reflecting on Jeffrey’'s and
his siblings’ dedication during
their early years, | vividly recall
how self-motivated they were.
Their routine was rigorous yet
enjoyable — waking up early
for two hours of morning train-
ing from 5am to 7am, followed
by a quick breakfast in the car
as their mother or father drove
them to school. After returning
home to have lunch and do their
homework, they would head out
again for another two-hour eve-
ning training session from 5pm
to 7pm, as well as an hour of
gym or dryland training, before
coming back for dinner and then
soon to bed.

| remember Jeffrey’s parents
as being humble, kind, and

! steadfastly supportive, always

present at numerous age-group
meets in Penang and across

,.5 other states.
\
l\ ,r shared.

. “My parents were wonder-
\ ful role models,” Jeffrey

“They were willing to
¥ ~  sacrifice for us to have
a good swimming ca-
reer. They encouraged
. us to aim high and do

our best without ever pressuring
us. Even if we didn't perform
well, they didn’t scold us — they
encouraged us to keep going.
When | became successful at
the SEA Games and other ma-
jor events, they helped keep me
grounded.”

After graduating with a degree
in broadcast journalism, Jeffrey
secured his first full-time job with
TV3, where he worked as a jour-
nalist covering news and current
affairs. He also co-hosted Ma-
laysia’s first information tech-
nology television programme,
Cyberwave.

After seven years in the me-
dia industry, Jeffrey moved to
London in 2002 and worked
in the events industry for 14
years, helping to organise con-
ferences and business events
around the world.

In February 2016, Jeffrey
decided to return to Malaysia
to work with a sports market-
ing company based in Kuala
Lumpur.

After three years in sports
marketing, Jeffrey transitioned
into human capital development
in early 2020.

His current role involves
facilitating workshops and
training programmes for cor-
porate clients.

“From journalism to sports
events, to sports marketing,
and now to human capital de-
velopment, my career has taken
me on an interesting journey.
But the common thread is clear
— it’s all about human connec-
tion,” Jeffrey said.

During the interview, Jeffrey
proudly displayed the DJN award
he received.

“It's an honour to be recog-
nised, and | would like to thank
the Penang government and
the Governor for this award,”
he said.

“I'm truly honoured and proud
to receive this award, especially
since | stopped swimming for
Malaysia 30 years ago. It's nice
to be recognised and appreci-
ated, and | really didn’t expect
this honour. It's very kind of the
Penang state government and
the Governor to remember me
after all these years.”

“I'm a Penang boy, born and
raised. Whenever people ask
where I'm from, | always say Pen-
ang. | suppose ‘You can take the
boy out of Penang, but you can't
take ‘Penang out of the boy’.”
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NE Hope Charity and
elfare (One Hope
Charity) marked its

22nd anniversary with the
“Program Tautan Kasih One
Hope Charity & Welfare 2024”
recently.

The event brought together
people from diverse back-
grounds to honour the organisa-
tion’s impactful contributions to
society.

Held at Auto City Penang, the
event saw 8,000 households,
including single mothers, the el
derly and large families across
the state, receiving essential
goods worth RM100 and cash
assistance of RM200.

One Hope Charity founder
and chairman Datuk Chua Sui
Hau said the initiative, costing
over RM2.6 million, reflects the
organisation’s commitment to
easing the burdens faced by vul
nerable communities.

“Every family’s needs are
unigue, and this additional
cash assistance can help al-
leviate their financial challeng-
es,” he said.

Chua highlighted that One
Hope Charity’s anniversary is
celebrated not with lavish ban-
guets but by extending aid to the
underprivileged, regardless of
race or religion.

“Each year, we mark our
anniversary by giving back to
those in need, demonstrating

our mission of inclusivity and
compassion.”

The event saw the presenta-
tion of medical equipment worth
RM337,000 to two government
medical institutions - the Health
Ministry and Hospital Kulim in
Kedah.

“With this contribution, we
hope to enhance the quality of
medical care available to more
people in need,” Chua noted.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who was present, lauded
the organisation for its extensive
efforts in easing the burdens of
the underprivileged and support-
ing government initiatives.

“Today, we gather to honour
an organisation that has worked
tirelessly to support the govern-
ment and ease the burdens of
our people.

“The presence of attend-
ees from various ethnicities
and religions is a testament
to the continued support for
One Hope Charity’s noble mis-
sion,” he said.

Chow highlighted One Hope
Charity’s annual efforts to as-
sist marginalised groups, ex-
pressing his gratitude for their
meaningful contribution.

Human Resources Minister
and Bukit Mertajam MP Steven
Sim Chee Keong commended
One Hope Charity for its ongoing
dedication to supporting vulner-
able communities.

Recalling a particularly poi-
gnant campaign in 2022, Sim
highlighted the organisation’s

One Hope for 8,000 families

Chow, Sim (fifth from left), Guan Eng (10th from left), Chua (eighth from left), Penang Health
Department director Datuk Dr Fazilah Shaik Allaudin (sixth from left) and other guests in a group
photo during the presentation ceremony.

efforts to raise funds for then-
17-month-old Reese Tan Rui
Xin, who was battling spinal
muscular atrophy (SMA) and
urgently needed a life-saving
treatment.

“Reese’'s parents sought
One Hope Charity’s assistance
on Dec 13, 2022, to raise RM9
million for the Zolgensma vac-
cination, a treatment recom-
mended by their child’s doctor
to cure the severe and rare dis-
ease. This campaign touched
many hearts,” Sim said.

Sim recounted how Chua
reached out to him to assist in
saving Reese.

“The fundraising campaign
for baby Reese reached its

goal within a week,” he said.

At the time, Sim served as
the Deputy Finance Minister
and contributed RM50,000 to
the cause.

Bagan MP and former Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng congratu-
lated One Hope Charity for its un-
wavering commitment to bringing
hope and tangible relief to those
in need, stressing that “action is
better than just words”.

“True to its name, One
Hope consistently brings hope
to its beneficiaries,” Guan Eng
remarked.

Also present were Penang
Social Development, Welfare
and Non-Islamic Religious Af-
fairs Committee chairman Lim

Siew Khim, state Local Gov-
ernment, Town and Country
Planning Committee chairman
Jason H’ng Mooi Lye, and Pen-
ang Youth, Sports and Health
Committee chairman Daniel
Gooi Zi Sen.

Others included assembly-
men Teh Lai Heng (Komtar),
Gooi Hsiao-Leung (Bukit Ten-
gah), Chee Yeeh Keen (Bagan
Jermal), Kumaran Krishnan
(Bagan Dalam) and Phee Syn
Tze (Sungai Puyu).

Joining them were Senator Dr
R.A. Lingeshwaran, One Hope
Charity adviser Datuk Seri R.
Arunasalam, and Penang Malay
Association (Pemenang) presi-
dent Tan Sri Yusoff Latiff.

SOME 100 senior executives
from the global Power Semi-
conductor & Electronics Sum-
mit Industry attended the
International Semiconductor
Executive Summits (ISES) re-
cently.

The two-day event showcased
the latest advancements in
wide-bandgap semiconductors,
focusing on silicon carbide (SiC)
and gallium nitride (GaN), while
highlighting emerging develop-
ments in semiconductor materi-
als and technology.

Key areas of focus included
bulk and epitaxial growth, mate-
rials on SiC and GaN, material
characterisation and device fab-
rication processes, packaging
and applications, reliability and
power-related materials.

At the opening ceremony,
Deputy Chief Minister Il Jagdeep
Singh Deo underscored Pen-

Explorlng advances in semlconductor sector
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Jagdeep (sixth from left) in a group photo with Vincent (third from left), Zalina (fourth from Ieft), Loo
(fifth from left), Wendelin (seventh from left) and other guests at the event.

ang's readiness to attract more
companies to the state.

He emphasised Penang's
commitment to supporting the
growth of the semiconductor

and advanced manufacturing
sectors.

“l wish the summit great suc-
cess and a fruitful time for all
participants,” said Jagdeep,

who is also the state Human
Capital Development, Science,
and Technology Committee
chairman.

Meanwhile, Malaysian Invest-

ment Development  Authority
(Mida) investment development
deputy chief executive officer
Zalina Zainol expressed Mida's
dedication to attracting invest-
ments alligned with sustainable
development.

“Sustainability is a journey,
and while it may not always be
easy, we can achieve it through
collaboration and innovation,”
Zalina said, emphasising the im-
portance of talent development
and sustainable practices.

Also present were InvestPen-
ang chief executive officer Datuk
Loo Lee Lian, ISESS Southeast
Asia general manager Ellen
Wendelin and GSH Precision
Technology director (corporate &
business department) J. Philip
Vincent.
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