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Penang Hill cable car project,

says Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow.

“First upis the installation of tow-
ers which is set to begin this month
with cabin production already under-
way,” Chow told the media following a
recent working visit to Austria and Switzerland.

Chow, who led a state delegation along-
side the Penang Hill Corporation (PHC), said
the trip brought valuable knowledge and
stated the project’s progress is on track.

During the visit, the delegation engaged
with Austrian ropeway specialist Doppel-
mayr Seilbahnen GmbH, one of the world’s
leading manufacturers of cable car sys-
tems, and toured its headquarters.

Speaking at the press conference in Kom-
tar, Chow described the visit as productive,
stating that they reviewed prototype cabins
and held discussions on the final design.

"The cable car system is on track for com-
pletion by December next year, with a three-
month trial phase before opening to the public.

"We also met with CWA Construction, a
subsidiary of Gondola Cabin and the company
responsible for producing the cabins for the
Penang Hill system," he said.

In addition to technical reviews, the trip
included a comprehensive briefing on the
use of cable cars in urban public trans-
portation, as seen in Paris and various
Latin American cities.

Chow noted that the team also explored
best practices in resort operations and pro-
posed a “carfree village” concept in line
with sustainable tourism development.

Local project rail firm Harta Suma Sdn
Bhd is expected to adapt its implementation
strategy based on insights from the trip.

Chow said the existing funicular railway will
remain operational throughout the develop-
ment, with component upgrades planned to
maintain service quality.

He added cabin lifespans typically range
from 15 to 20 years, with replacements
and maintenance to be handled by Doppel-
mayr and its Swiss partner, Garaventa.
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5% discount for all buyers of unsold completed properties

GREAT news for all prospective prop-
erty buyers.

The Penang government has unani-
mously agreed to widen the scope of
its 5% discount initiative for unsold com-
pleted properties, commonly referred to
as overhang units, to include all buyers.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow said
the decision was made during the state
executive council (MMK) meeting and
marks a key step in addressing property
overhang in the state.

“We have agreed to expand the 5%
discount to all buyers, not just firsttime
home owners.

“This reflects our commitment to re-

ducing the number of unsold completed
housing units in Penang,” Chow told
reporters during a recent media confer-
ence in Komtar.

He added that the campaign re-
mains under the existing Madani
Ownership Campaign (MOC), and all
previously announced conditions will
continue to apply.

“This initiative will be implemented for
one year and is limited to participating
developers who are regjstered with the
Penang State Housing Board (LPNPP),”
Chow said.

He noted that the properties eligible
for this discount must be confirmed as

unsold completed units, with data veri-
fied and obtained through the National
Property Information Centre (NAPIC).

“We hope this move will encourage
more take-up of ready-built properties,
benefit genuine home buyers, and also
help reduce the property glut in Penang,”
he said.

He also stated that there were 2,796
overhang units of various housing cat-
egories in Penang.

Also present were state Local Govern-
ment, Town and Country Planning Com-
mittee chairman Jason H'ng Mooi Lye
and Seberang Perai City Council (MBSP)
mayor Datuk Baderul Amin Abdul Hamid.
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tEnhancing women'’s digital skills
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HE Penang Women En-
Ttrepreneur Mentoring

Programme (PenMentor)
returns for its sixth edition,
continuing its mission to em-
power more women in the field
of entrepreneurship.

Penang Women’s Develop-
ment Corporation (PWDC) chief
executive officer Datuk Ong Bee
Leng said PenMentor will run
from August to October.

“The programme consists of
four intensive courses and six
guidance sessions, with men-
tors assigned to support each
group,” Ong said during a press
conference at Komtar recently.

“It is divided into three lan-
guage groups, hamely Malay,
English and for the first time this
year Mandarin. Each group will
have 35 participants.

“The mentees will then be
divided into smaller subgroups
consisting of eight mentees and
two mentors. PWDC, will once
again partner with Digital Pen-
ang to oversee the Digjtal Mar-
keting module.

“The programme is plac-
ing a stronger focus on digital
marketing, reflecting its grow-
ing significance in today’s busi-
ness landscape.

“Recognising the important
role of digital tools in business
today, the digital marketing
workshop has been extended to
two full days,” Ong said.

Meanwhile, state Social De-

velopment, Welfare, and Non-
Islamic Religious Affairs Com-
mittee chairman Lim Siew Khim
said today’s biggest challenge
is no longer just capital or prod-
uct but digital proficiency.

Lim noted that, according to
The Asia Foundation’s 2024
study, only 48.6% of Malaysian
women use the internet, com-
pared to 51.4% of men.

“Although Malaysia has built
a strong digital business eco-
system over the past 25 years
and is considered digitally ready,
many small businesses, espe-
cially those run by women, are
still not ready for digital transfor-
mation.

“In today’s economy, digital
skills are no longer optional but
they are essential. Automation,
online marketing and digjtal
tools not only save time but also
boost productivity and profits.

“That is where initiatives like
PenMentor play a crucial role.
The programme aims to empow-
er women entrepreneurs who
lack digital skills and help them
thrive in today’s fast-changing
economic landscape.

“To put things into perspec-
tive, 97.4% of businesses in
Malaysia are micro, small, and
medium enterprises (MSMES).
Yet, only 20.6% of these are
women-owned.

“MSMEs currently contribute
38.4% to Malaysia’'s gross do-
mestic product (GDP). Imagine
the possibilities if more women
participated, the economic im-
pact could be significantly ampli-
fied,” she added.
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Lim said more than 350 par-
ticipants of the PenMentor have
been successful since 2020.

“For instance, Ganga Devi Ga-
nesh, owner of Chitthi Spice Sdn.
Bhd., a homegrown company, de-
scribed PenMentor as a stepping

stone that taught her to appreci-
ate every customer, every sup-
port and every small success.
“Today, Chitthi Spice is not
only well-known in Penang but
has also shipped its first order
to Canada and is negotiating the

expansion of its market to East
Malaysia through distributors.

“This is what we mean by
real transformation. It is not just
mere business, but growing,
empowering, and putting the
country’s name on the interna-
tional stage,” Lim added.

PenMentor's English chief
mentor, Bharati Suresh Chand,
commended PWDC and the
state government for their un-
wavering commitment to deliv-
ering an impactful mentorship
programme.

ENS Thirupathi Group of Com-
panies, Digjtal Penang, Penang
Development Corporation and
Social Security Organisation
(Perkeso) are the sponsors for
the programme.

The strategic partners include
non-governmental organisations
like WomenBizSENSE, National
Association of Women Entre-
preneurs of Malaysia (NAWEM)
Penang Chapter, JCI Pearl, Per-
satuan Ibu Tunggal Mutiara,
Penang Elite Womenpreneur As-
sociation (PEWA) and Persatuan
Usahawan Wanita Bumiputra
Malaysia-Usahanita.

Registration can be done via
the following link,

https://docs.google.com/
forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd3C2p__
geDb2wiNgPGW54Xx_9t8MWFF
VytYgknU4SmWF8Pg /viewform.

For further enquiries, call
Farid or Hanis at 04-261 2835,
or visit their official Facebook
page at https://www.facebook.
com/share/1B3tdUH70oF/?mib
extid=wwXIfr.

Closing date is July 31.

THE CTOS SME Biz Day 2025
wrapped up in Penang with
strong momentum, reaffirm-
ing its role in accelerating digi-
tal transformation for SMEs
across Malaysia.

Organised by CTOS, the
country’s leading credit report-
ing agency, the event brought
together government leaders,
business owners and industry
experts.

Deputy Chief Minister Il Jag-
deep Singh Deo officiated the
event at Setia SPICE Conven-
tion Centre and outlined Pen-
ang’s strategic goal of becom-
ing the “Silicon Valley of the
East”.

“With our strong electrical
and electronics (E&E) ecosys-
tem, world-class infrastructure
and growing digital economy,

Penang is ready to lead the
next wave of smart, sustain-
able growth.

“CTOS is building a robust
ecosystem that enables SMEs
to grow, compete and lead in
the digital age,” Jagdeep said
in his speech.

Meanwhile, CTOS director
Pau Min said the company’s
mission extends beyond credit
reporting, as it acts as a busi-
ness partner and ecosystem
enabler for SMEs.

The event featured key pan-
el discussions on digitalising
SMEs with speakers from the
Credit Counselling and Debt
Management Agency (AKPK),

Digital  Penang, Malaysia
Digital Economy Corporation
(MDEC), Samenta, and SME
Corp, and many others.

Participants gained practi-
cal insights on artificial intelli-
gence (Al), sustainability, e-in-
voicing, digital tools, and more
from partners such as AWS,
Samsung, Inland Revenue
Board, Pos Malaysia and Unifi
Business.

For more information, visit
www.ticketmelon.com/ctos |
www.ctoscredit.com.my.

An exhibitor briefing Jagdeep at
one of the booths.
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Bringing them back
HE process of repatriat- rl ngl ng m a

Ting 41 human skeletons ing place for the repatriated " ;

from the Netherlands to skeletons.

Malaysia is in progress, says “Construction of the gallery,
Penang Tourism and Creative including its interior and exterior
Economy Committee chair- elements, has been completed.
man Wong Hon Wai. We are now waiting for the repa-

Wong expressed optimism triation process to conclude be-
that the remains could be re- fore opening the gallery to the
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turned to Penang before the public,” he said. — . : - KonYéow!(centre) ™=
end of the year, following ongo- Funded by the federal gov- - looking'at the replica
ing efforts between Malaysian ernment with an allocation of of ‘Penang Woman’
and Dutch authorities. RM10 million, the Guar Kepah e skeletons during his

site visit last year to

“The Penang government Archaeological Gallery is a dou- the gallery.

is working closely with the Na- ble-storey, minimalist-designed
tional Heritage Department, the  structure situated on nearly one
Tourism, Arts and Culture Min-  hectare of land.

istry and the Foreign Ministry to Implemented by Chief Min-
ensure the repatriation process ister Incorporated (CMI) in col-
is carried out smoothly,” Wong laboration with the Northern
told reporters during a press Corridor Implementation Author-
conference at Komtar recently. ity (NCIA), the gallery features

He added he would be meet- an interactive exhibition space
ing with the National Heritage that offers visitors a glimpse
Department soon to receive
further updates on the matter.

“If all goes according to plan,
the 41 human skeletons will be
housed at the Guar Kepah Ar-
chaeological Gallery in Kepala
Batas by this year,” Wong said.

The skeletal remains, be-
lieved to have been excavated
by the British during the colo-
nial period, are currently kept
at the National Natuurhisto-
risch Museum in Leiden, the
Netherlands.

Wong also provided updates
on the development of the Guar
Kepah Archaeological Gallery
which is set to be the final rest-

Students bring warmth to Homless Transit Centre

into early human settlements in
the region.

In addition to exhibits, the
gallery includes a preserved ex-
cavation site where the famed
“Penang Woman” skeleton was
discovered.

It also showcases shell mid-
dens, further enriching its ar
chaeological significance.

Supporting facilities at the
gallery include a research cen-
tre, laboratory, and secure stor-
age for artifacts.

Visitors will also have access
to amenities like restrooms,
surau, café and souvenir kiosks.

A GROUP of 70 Universiti Sains  aerobics, oral care health talks
Malaysia (USM) students from and more.
the School of Communication vis- State Social Development,
ited approximately 80 residents Welfare, and Non-slamic Reli
of the Homeless Transit Centre  gious Affairs Committee chair-
in Jalan C.Y. Choy recently. man Lim Siew Khim officiated the
It was a visit which brought closing ceremony and praised the
smiles and meaningful engage- students for their contribution to
ment through a heartfelt corpo-  social outreach.
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rate social responsibility (CSR) “The boost in self-confidence

programme, Comm@Love InTran-  and motivation among the resi-

sit (Comm@L.L.T.). dents to rejoin society is a price-
The event, held in collabora- less achievement.

tion with the transit centre, was “This proves that collaboration

spearheaded by Prof Dr. Jamilah  between institutions and commu-
Ahmad and aimed to strengthen nities can make a deep impact,”
ties between the university and Lim said in her speech.

the community while allowing stu- She further encouraged more

dents to put their knowledge into  organisations to step forward and _ F :

pra'l?;lr((:)%ghout the day, partich :ﬁﬁ:ﬁ)@g 'g?fr;ﬂt;entre through Lim (standing, centre) with the USM students at the transit centre.

pants enjoyed a variety of engag- “Together, we can create more  on the ground. This reflects the lifelong learning and environmen-  helped 195 former residents se-
ing activities, including traditional  opportunities for those in need. essence of the Sustainable De- tal care,” she added. cure jobs and reintegrate into so-
“explore race” games, a com- “l am proud to see USM stu- velopment Goals (SDGs), which Lim added that since its incep-  ciety, a testament to its effective-

munity cleanup (gotongroyong), dents applying their knowledge emphasise community welkbeing, tion, the centre has successfully ness in transforming lives.
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RUISE tourism remains
Ca vital pillar of Penang’s

tourism landscape, says
state executive councillor for
Tourism and Creative Economy
Wong Hon Wai.

He noted that the Swetten-
ham Pier Cruise Terminal con-
tinues to receive vessels both
large and small, bringing thou-
sands of visitors who energise
the local economy, from food
stalls and heritage sites to duty-
free outlets.

“Swettenham Pier is one of
the few city ports in the region,
allowing passengers to dis-
embark right into the heart of
George Town. Since completing
its major expansion two years
ago, the pier has already deliv-
ered a positive impact,” Wong
said in his speech as he wel-
comed participants to Cruise-
World Malaysia 2025 recently.

Also present was Trans-
port Minister Anthony Loke
Siew Fook.

“For many cruise passen-
gers, Penang is their first taste
of Malaysia, and we want that
first impression to be one of
colour, warmth and authentic-
ity. That’'s why we continue to
invest in improving shore excur-
sion quality, ground handling ef-
ficiency, and developing creative
tourism products that meet the
expectations of today’s cruise
travellers,” Wong said.
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Loke (sixth from left), Wong (seventh from left), H'ng (fifth from right), Lim (third from left), Yeoh
(third from right), and Chua (fifth from left), together with other dignitaries, at the opening of the

CruiseWorld Malaysia 2025.

He added one of Penang’s
key heritage projects, the Fort
Cornwallis Moat revitalisation,
will be officially opened to the
public this month.

Located within walking dis-
tance of the cruise terminal,
the restored site is expected
to be a highlight of visitors’
shore excursions.

“This flagship initiative in-
cludes the revitalisation of
the fort’s historic L-shaped
moat, the redevelopment of
the Astaka Kota Selera, and
an immersive museum experi-
ence enhanced by virtual and
augmented reality,” he said.

Wong added Penang’s tour-
ism sector has not only recov-
ered from the pandemic but has

surpassed pre-Covid levels.

In 2024, hotel guest arrivals
reached 8,237,072, an impres-
sive 28.9% increase compared
t0 6,389,996 in 2019.

He also expressed his ap-
preciation to Loke, the Trans-
port Ministry and the federal
government for their continued
support in implementing critical
infrastructure projects that will
shape the future of Penang's
tourism industry.

These include the ongoing
expansion of the Penang Inter-
national Airport, the much-antic-
ipated LRT project and the Pen-
ang Hill Cable Car Project.

In his speech, Loke under-
scored the importance of cruise
tourism in Malaysia, noting that

between 200 and 300 cruise
ships are expected to call on
Malaysian ports weekly.

“An A320 may carry around
180 passengers, while a larger
aircraft might accommodate
400 to 500. But a single cruise
ship can bring in 4,000 to 5,000
passengers at once, equivalent
to 10 to 15 aircraft arriving si-
multaneously,” Loke said.

“That’s a major catalyst for
the local tourism economy. Our
challenge now is to elevate
Penang from being just a port
of call to becoming a home
port. That is the shared vision
of the Transport Ministry and
the state of Penang.”

Loke noted, however, that
cruise ships currently stop in

Cruise shlps dnve tourism boom

Penang for only 10 to 12 hours,
limiting tourists to visiting just
two or three attractions.

“We want to create better
value for them. Better access to
destinations such as Penang Hill
will certainly help enhance the
local economy,” he said.

Loke lauded Penang’s appeal
as a cruise destination, calling
it Malaysia’s top draw for cruise
tourism due to its strategic loca-
tion, modern infrastructure and
unique cultural richness.

“Penang is the only place in
Malaysia where, after disem-
barking, passengers can walk
just 50 metres into a Unesco
World Heritage Site,” he said.

Loke recalled that during his
first tenure as transport minis-
ter in 2018, he had supported
the RM155 million expansion of
Swettenham Pier, a project initi-
ated before the pandemic and
completed in 2021.

Others present at the con-
vention were state executive
councillors Jason H'ng Mooi
Lye and Lim Siew Khim, and
assemblymen Connie Tan
Hooi Peng (Seri Delima), Teh
Lai Heng (Komtar), Wong Yuee
Harng (Pengkalan Kota), Phee
Syn Tze (Sungai Puyu) and
Heng Lee Lee (Berapit), Pen-
ang Port Commission chair-
man Datuk Yeoh Soon Hin,
Irene Chua, vice-president
and Group publisher, Asia,
Northstar Travel Group; and
Michael Goh, president of
StarDream Cruises.

THE highly anticipated Ma-
laysia International Miniature
Hobby Show and Competition
(MIMHS-MALCOM)  wrapped
up its 10th edition recently,
with an enthusiastic crowd of
over 30,000 visitors across
its two-day run.

Spearheaded by World Hob-
by Miniatures founder Choo
Huang Ming, the event has
grown into one of the world’s
top five and Southeast Asia’s
largest model exhibitions.

This milestone year was
made possible with strong
support from the Penang Tour-
ism and Creative Economy of-
fice, helmed by state executive
councillor Wong Hon Wai.

Wong, speaking during the
closing ceremony, hailed the
overwhelming response as
a powerful affirmation of the
event’s importance in both the

Hobby show draws over 30,000 visitors

local and international creative
landscape.

“Veterans and newcomers
alike gathered under one roof
to celebrate this vibrant, cre-
ative spectacle. The presence
of seasoned judges and an
engaged public enriched what
was truly a visual feast of mod-
el artistry,” he said.

Reflecting on the show’s
evolution, Wong described its
growth as “nothing short of ex-
traordinary”.

“From its humble begin-
nings, MIMHS-MALCOM has
soared to global prominence
thanks to the vision and tire-
less dedication of Mr Choo
Huang Ming. His unwaver-
ing commitment has turned
this dream into a world-class

event,” said Wong.

Wong also reaffirmed the
state’s commitment to nurtur-
ing Penang’s position as a cre-
ative and cultural hub.

“The Penang government
will continue to support initia-
tives that elevate our artistic
identity,” he added.

Wong further mentioned
that this year's edition was
marked by a record-breaking
level of participation and inter-
national presence.

He said the competition fea-
tured over 1,000 entries from
across the globe, judged by a
distinguished panel of 65 pro-
fessional evaluators from vari-
ous countries, ensuring high
standards of excellence and
impartiality.

Some visitors taking a picture of a Godzilla miniature during the
event.
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USM School of Biological
Sciences

ESEARCHERS from
RUniversiti Sains Malay-

sia (USM) are turning
to an eco-friendly, time-tested
ally, the barn owl, to fight the
rising problem of rodents in
padi fields.

Led by Assoc. Prof Dr. Has-
ber Salim of USM’s School of
Biological Sciences, the Barn
Owl and Rodent Research
Group is championing the use
of barn owls as a biological
form of pest control.

The initiative focuses on de-
ploying barn owls, known for
their near-exclusive diet of ro-
dents, to reduce rat populations
in rice fields naturally.

“This is a concept of biologi-
cal control, where we use barn
owls to target pests, specifically
the rats that damage crops in
padi fields.

“The enemy of our enemy is
our friend, and in this case, the
rats are the enemy, while barn
owls are our allies.

“There are 22 species of
owls in Malaysia, and among
them, the barn owl (Tyto alba)
stands out for its exceptional
pest-hunting ability,” Hasber
told Buletin Mutiara during an
exclusive interview at USM re-
cently.

According to Hasber, exten-
sive studies, both in Malaysia
and globally, have shown that
99% of the barn owl’s diet con-
sists of rats.

“When you have a family of
barn owls, say, two adults and
three chicks, they can consume
up to 3,000 rats in a year,” he
noted.

However, getting these noc-
turnal hunters to settle in the
padi fields requires more than
just releasing them into the wild.

AR
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Barn owls keron padi

He said one major hurdle
is that barn owls do not build
their nests.

“Without a suitable nesting '

environment near food sources,

the birds are unlikely to remain B

in the fields.
“In 2014, we began studying

the owls’ behaviour, ecosystem -';

and nesting needs.

“We designed custom-made [

nest boxes tailored to their hab-
its and comfort. One owl family
in a single nest box can cover

and protect 5 to 10 acres of

farmland,” Hasber added.
In a related development,
with a US$10,000 grant from

Global Living, the team led by Lo

Hasber brought 20 farmers in
Kepala Batas into the project.

Each farmer received a spe-
cially designed nest box to host
a barn owl family, creating a net-
work of biological pest control-
lers across the region.

The USM team also helped
install the boxes and equipped
each with surveillance cameras
to monitor the owls’ activity and
behaviour.

The collected data, including
regurgitated owl pellets, is then
analysed for insights into the ef-
fectiveness of rodent control.

“The padi fields are like play-
grounds for rats. Without inter-
vention, they cause immense
agricultural damage.

“This method is not only en-
vironmentally friendly, but also
sustainable and cost-effective
for local farmers,” he added.

More importantly, the team
also places emphasis on shift-
ing public perception.

In Malay, owls are often re-

prowdeslthe*(ﬂls‘ 5"su|table. .hf)me h

ferred to as “burung hantu”, or
“ghost birds”, a term that car-
ries superstition and stigma.
“We avoid using the word
hantu in our education and
awareness campaigns.
“Hantu means ‘ghost,” and

3

for over 20 years, we have no-
ticed a lingering stigma.

“We want to change that and
be able to help people under-
stand that these birds are not
to be feared, but embraced as
part of the agricultural ecosys-

tem,” Hasber said.

With positive early results
from Kepala Batas, the re-
searchers hope their owlpow-
ered pest control system will
be adopted more widely across
Malaysia.

Madani event brings vibrancy,
support to Air Putih

A VIBRANT and engaging at-
mosphere filled Dewan MPKK
Kampung Baru in Air Putih
recently as the Community
Madani programme brought
together residents for a day
of activities and community-
building initiatives.

The one-day event, jointly or-
ganised by the Air Putih state
constituency service centre
and the Malaysian Information
Department (Penang branch),
featured a wide array of at-
tractions including a colouring
contest, morning exercise ses-
sion, free medical screenings,
informative talks by various
government agencies and a
marketplace showcasing prod-
ucts from local entrepreneurs.

Air Putih assemblyman Lim
Guan Eng, who officiated the
programme, said the initiative
was aimed at empowering the
local community, especially
those in rural and semi-urban
areas, by equipping them with
valuable resources and oppor-
tunities to enhance their liveli-
hoods and well-being.

“The Community Madani

N W RN
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Lim visiting a colouring contest booth. With him is Rohaizat

(right).

programme is about strength-
ening community bonds, pro-
moting self-reliance and en-
couraging active participation
among residents.

“Ultimately, we hope to build
a more inclusive, resilient and
sustainable future for every-
one,” Lim said in his speech.

He expressed his satisfac-
tion with the strong turnout and

positive feedback from resi-
dents, affirming the commit-
ment of his office to continue
the programme in the future.
Also present at the event
were Penang Island City Coun-
cil (MBPP) councillor Rohaizat
Hamid and Malaysian Infor-
mation Department (Penang
branch) assistant information
officer Salawati Mat Shariff.
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N.26 PADANG KOTA N.09 BAGAN DALAM N.01 PENAGA )
oW KON Yeow = umaran Krisnnan aivin =
YAB Chow Kon Y T) 04 - 226 0218 YB K Krishnan @ Calvi T) 04 - 313 1002 YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah (M
howkon w nan v.m F) 04 - 226 0218 ndalamn0?2@gmail.com F
N.13 BERAPIT Fe ko Gnazai oAt m
N.37 BATU MAUNG . ukhori Ghazali
Y& Dato’ Dr. Mohamad Abdul Hamid m 04- 626 1442 JB Hong Lee Lee EB e
mohdhamid@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 626 1442 rapi & - N.04 PEIéAgAITOArgG"BERANGAN
YB M i
) ) L) T e Rt Lo JBOK T) 013 -399 0519 il o
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo T) 04 - 226 2464 €e Knhai Loon -
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my H 04-2618715 kllee78@gmail.com EF{ 04 - 551 1442 ¥B°A5A§H2$f;!§c§’ éouzi Yusoff m
?é'é“”".'l TEN(L;MI T) 04 - 507 5001
N.15 PADANG LALANG >00i Hsiao-Leung - N.0é6 TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Gooi Zi@Sen (T) 012-500 1571 gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my EF; 04 - 507 5001 YB Azmi Alang M
gooizisen@penang.gov.my
N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
N.16 PERAI YB Goh Choon Aik EB 83, - g%% gﬁs% % N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YI;SéDkng' Seri Suné:ioroj?o A/L Somu (T) 04 - 397 3600 _ VB el Snel A Eiieln M
L p amail. I
Lo e 5‘323;} '5531'%9 (T) 04 - 829 0614 N.11 PERMATANG PASIR =~
N19 JAWI dapairputih@gmail.com YB Amir Hamzah Abdul Hashim M)
YB H'ng Mooi Lye T) 04 - 594 1163
S ; N.24 KEBUN BUNGA N.12 PENANTI
j amail. = /
nlPdunjowi@gmail.com H Dn-gpasles YElecBoonteng (T)011-2773 6684 | | YB Zulkefii Bakar m
eeboonneng gmail.com
N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
Mo sy N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
VB RashicliBin Zinol }H 04 - 593 2408 N.25 PULAU TIKUS YB Abidin Ismail m
o mai.com YB hWooSze Ze@ng . (H) 016 - 417 2548
Josnuawoosz@gmail.com
N.22 TANJONG BUNGA N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Zairil Khir Johari T) 04 - 818 3866 N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA YB Mohamad Shukor Zakariah m
tanjongbunga@bukitbendera.org F) 04 - 262 5952 YB Wong Yuee Harng ET% 04 - 299 2574
pengkalankota@dappg.org F N.40 TELOK BAHANG
N.30 SUNGAI FINANG YB Muhamad Kasim (m)
YB Lim Siew Khim }T; 04 - 657 6630 N.28 KOMTAR
limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 658 6630 g b
[BTeh LaiHong m oo IR NAMA No Tel/ No Faks
omiqr appg.org o
N.34 PAYA TERUBONG -
YB Wong Hon Wai ) m 04 - 826 1898 N.31 BATU LANCANG PENANG CARE SOCIETY %%gr}e 5 G
WOnghOnWOI 1973@gmdllcom F YB OY;)gf Ah Teong 2'3 82 _ %28 1112]2
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N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK DAP PENANG HQ T) 04 - 228 8482
YB Fahmi Zainol m 04 -293 7545 N.32 SERI DELIMA dappenang@dapmalaysia.org [F; 04 - 228 8514
thleOanI@QenOng.gOV.m2 F) 04 - 293 7546 YB Tan Hooi F’eng ET{ 04 - 659 5611
R eiel s el SEH F PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-397 0115
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\&eﬁgé%k Seri Reezal Merican Naina hT:; $‘é3f AIR E’,&\IMS 5 o641 9148
; ; oseph Ng Soon Siang -
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N.07 SUNGAI PUYU N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Phee Syn Tze T) 04 - 313 7987 YB K AJLA _
n07sungaipUyu@gmai.com ()02 S sas || 45 Kumeresan A/L Aramugam [F) 04558 1065
N.08 BAGAN JERMAL N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
- YB Dato’ Azrul Mahathir Aziz T) 04 - 649 3976
gYEgC@h} eﬁengfgeehnK@egerr;g” com m 018-388 6317 ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com EF{ 04 - 649 3976

1 |

=, Pertama: RM700
..- 5 omulngs

2 Kedua: RM500
S 4 = Ketiga: RM300

S5CPD (AR @PENANG

. Beramur 13 tahn dan e atas. Tarikh peraduan: 1 Julai - 30 Sept 2025

2. Peraduan dibuka dari 1 Julai hingga 30 Sept 2025,

3. Bebas menggunakan sebarang jenis bahan mewarna, Nama:

AR o A iy T —— e e e A
5. Lukisan grafik dan adaptasi menggunakan komputer adatah tidak dibenarkan. Kad Pengenalapn:
§

7

. Lukisan dan idea adalah hasil ciptaan sendiri.

. Karya perlu bertemakan "Barisan Hadapan Benteng Negara'.
Diwajibkan untuk sertakan logo Penang2030 dan Buletin Mutiara dalam karya.

8. Borang butiran peribadi peserta perlu ditampal di bahagian belakang karya, o ' Ty
9. Penyertaan ahli keluarga terdekat barisan penganjur adalah tidak sah. No. Telefon : [Rumah} s FRE T,

Alamat:

10. Hasll karya adalah hak milik penganjur. {Bimhil}
1. Sebarang pertanyaan, sila hubungi 04-6505704 / 5705,
12. Alamatkan semua borang penyertaan ke: Bl

Pertandingan Melukis Poster - 3/2025,
Tingkat 47 KOMTAR, 10503 Pulau Pinang. (Pastikan semua butiran diisi dengan lengkap).



SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAIPEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MBSP 2025
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
METE 05 - 289 7959 Kewarganegaraan
A Rahi 012 - 579 9600 . .
Zman kanim 1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut Penyelia 013 - 449 0366
& Seberang Perai Bahagian
Benson Neoh Kah Wei 012 - 402 0923 Selatan Kewarganegaraan
2. K. Velan Barat Daya 018 -394 4537
Bernard Cheen Goon 012 - 402 0923 .
ool (Pegawai Pembantu)
Chong Wei Hoong 012 - 484 9693 3. Joseph Tan Seberang Perai K. Pejabat BallljagllanP. 012 - 470 3880
(Pegawai Pembantu) Utara cwargancgaraan rulau finang,
Tingkat 44, KOMTAR
Dato’ Omar Haji Abdul 019 - 577 0800 4. K. Dasirani Seberang Perai 04 - 650 5105 012 -412 2375
hiamid (Pegawai Pembantu) Tengah
Datuk Mohd Noor 019 -4731172 5. N. Vasanthakumari Komtar 04 - 650 5105
ATee (Pembantu Tadbir)
Heng Yeh Shivan 016 -261 2460 Nota:
Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.
Lim Eng Nam 016- 411 4400 SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS [ | |
MBPP 2025 B T )
! 1
1
Linggeswaran a/l 013 - 419 9071 Nama Telefon ] E D ITO R I A I- !
Charmar i :
MBPP 04 - 259 2020 : Editors : :
Lim Chee Chien 012- 521 9894 Alan Lim Wei Lun 017 - 343 3995 : Ong Kok Hoay (English) :
! Tan Kean Ming (Chinese) !
Beniji Ang Ming Quan 012 - 423 3227 : G. Revatic (Tamil) 1
1
. q ~ ! 1
Mohamad Aisamuddin g ase s Chan Soon Aun 012- 4850728 : . Witters : . :
N ! M. Tanushalini, Edmund Lee, Muhamad Riadz Akmal 1
Dato’ Haji Abdul Razak Abdul 012 - 464 6277 ! and Kevin Vimal (English) |
Mﬁhorgod Suzuki 011-1119 4419 Rahman ! Eng Kok Wei, Foong Chee Yin, :
Ahma X . .
David Chen Wooi Teong 012 - 492 1114 : Wong Sook Shyan and Lee Jia Ying (Chinese) |
] J. Patmavathy (Tamil) 1
Ng Wai Leong 016 - 415 5494 Dr. Mohd Suhairi Arumugam 016 - 521 3369 ! !
Abdullah 1 Photographers : 1
- ] Law Suun Ting, Alissala Thian, |
Ng Yee Siang 010 - 562 2698 Haji Mohamed Yusoff 019-4138114 ! Ahmad Adil Muhamad, Darwina Mohd. Daud, '
Mohamed Noor !
! Noor Siti Nabilah Noorazis, :
Hari Krishnan o/l Ramakrishnan | 010 - 505 5571 : Adleena Rahayu Ahmad Radzi, :
Ngoh Cheng Hai 017 - 979 0933 - _ Muhamad Amir Irsyad Omar, :
Koay Gaik Kee 016 - 447 5088 ! Siti Nuratikah Rahmat and Siew Chia En !
! 1
1 ! . .
Nur Aishah Zainol 019 - 407 6197 Lo Seng) e BN - At et : Graphic Designers : |
- 1 Idzham Ahmad ]
Lee Wei Seang 012 - 452 8305 ! Nasrul Amir Yahaya :
1
Ooi Yong Wooi 016-421 1196 %ozomod Khairani Abdul 019 - 594 4533 : Bagi sebarang maklum balas, sila hantar ke: :
UKor I ‘ . :
— ] Editor BULETIN MUTIARA, '
Ponnudurai o/ 012 - 423 3578 Mohd Roshidi Roslan 019 - 555 6607 ! Tingkat 47, Komtar, 10503 Penang !
1 1
V Anthony Srinvasagam ) ) . Telefon : 04-650 5468 ; Fax : 04-261 5923 !
i@ md KRl iisne Al Uz - sa20st ] Email: buletinmutiara.bpkn@gmail.com !
Predeeb Kumar a/ 016 - 498 5421 Nurhidayah Che Rose 010 - 388 7977 ettt *
Kalidass
Ooi Mei Mei 011-1443 8734
Teh Chuann Yien 010 - 4417749 Rohaizat Hamid 019 - 5100075
Shafiz Rahim Raja 012 - 426 8926 Jcr’ 6
Yeoh Kim Kim 012 - 428 6438
Shahul Haomeed M.K.Mohamed | 017 -473 0194 — i :
Ishack =31 www.buletinmutiara.com
Zainuddin Mohamed 012 - 479 4200 Tan Soo Sian 012 - 475 2453
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ROM humble begin-
Fnings two years ago,

Penang SEED now runs
its Academic Mentor Program
(AMeP) for some 90 students
across three centres.

The first of these centres
is at PPR Taman Manggis, the
second in a mosque facility in
Permatang Damar Laut and the
third in a school in George Town.

Driven by a desire to equip
students, particularly those who
are not academically inclined
with essential soft skills, two
friends, Inna Lee and Chew Chee
Tatt, founded Penang SEED.

“We are both involved in edu-
cation and through our experi-
ences, we realised that many
students, especially those from
the B40 group, lack soft skills,”
Inna, the chairman of Penang
SEED, told Buletin Mutiara in a
recent interview.

“Even college students who
have done reasonably well in
their studies often struggle with

presentations — what more
those from underprivileged back-
grounds.

“By equipping them with soft
skills such as communication
and decision-making, we're help-
ing to open doors to better em-
ployment opportunities.”

Chew, the organisation’s
secretary, expressed his grati-
tude to the mosque manage-
ment for providing a space
to run the programme in Per-

Penang SEED takes root
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matang Damar Laut, as well
as to the students’ parents for
their continued support.

When asked about the main
challenge they face, Chew point-
ed to a lack of public support.

“Education is the key that
unlocks everything. Through the
knowledge we share, we hope
to instil a sense of responsibility
in the students as they begin to
chart their career paths.

“We’re happy to see a change
in some of them. During group
discussions, they show keen-
ness to discover new things.
Some Standard Six students
were excited to give their first-
ever presentations. We're happy
to be able to provide that plat-
form,” he said.

Inna and Chew emphasise
that AMeP is not a conventional

. - vl ._.- e
Inna (left) and Chew nurturing potentlal through Penang SEED's
Academic Mentor Program.

tuition class, but one that builds
soft skills through interactive
presentations and a range of en-
gaging activities.

Each programme cycle runs
for one year.

While they lead most of the
sessions themselves, they also
receive help when needed.

Retired schoolteachers have
stepped in to guide students
during SPM workshops, and
when the workshops are large,
college and university students
volunteer their time to assist.

Inna and Chew note that
these student volunteers often
serve as role models, inspiring
participants to pursue higher
education through their interac-
tions.

The duo also credit Penang
SEED’s adviser, Dr Lee Eng

Wah, chief executive officer of
The Learning Kingdom Educa-
tion, for contributing valuable
ideas.

Lee regularly shares educa-
tional insights gleaned from his
international travels, helping
Penang SEED stay innovative in
its approach.

As part of its community-
building efforts, Penang SEED
organises an annual festive
charity walk aimed not only at
raising funds but also at foster-
ing racial harmony.

In 2023, the organisation
hosted the “Light in George
Town” Mid-Autumn Charity Lan-
tern Walk, which drew hundreds
of multiracial students from
27 schools, fostering a strong
muhibbah spirit

Recently, Penang SEED host-
ed the Jalan Amal Perpaduan
Belia Peringkat Negeri Pulau
Pinang 2025 (Penang Youth
Unity Charity Run 2025) in col-
laboration with the Penang State
Department of National Unity,
Penang Island City Council (MB-
PP), JCI Tanjung Bunga, MPKK
Pykett Avenue/Northam Road,
SEGi College Penang, and sev-
eral other partners.

According to Inna, with the
funds raised, Penang SEED
hopes to expand its AMeP pro-
gramme to Seberang Perai,
most likely in Bukit Mertajam.

For Inna and Chew, the jour-
ney continues as they strive to
support  underprivileged  stu-
dents and transform lives along
the way.

Blind chef breaks barrier

BEING visually impaired was not
a deterrent for Low Wee Keong
to achieving his target of becom-
ing a chef.

While Wee Keong, 49, may
not have made it into the top
five of the inaugural Genting Culi-
nary Classic 2025, he achieved
something far more personal —
a breakthrough in overcoming
his fear of performing before a
live audience.

Securing a spot among the
top 20 finalists was already a
significant accomplishment for
Wee Keong, the only visually
impaired contestant and one of
the four from Penang.

He lost his eyesight in 2007
after an industrial accident while
servicing an aircraft in Singapore.

Determined not to let his
disability define him, Wee Ke-
ong, an engineer, turned to
cooking and, with the encour-
agement of a friend, launched
a YouTube channel in 2019

called Blind In The Kitchen.

Asked about his experience
at the competition at Resorts
World Genting, Wee Keong, who
hails from Bukit Mertajam, said
he was very excited to have the
opportunity to rub shoulders
with high-calibre chefs from
across the country.

“I've often joined cooking
competitions online, safely
hidden behind a screen —
no audience, no eyes on me,
no stage lights, and no real-
time pressure.

“But this time, it was dif-
ferent. For the first time, |
stepped onto a real stage.
A real kitchen. A real com-
petition. Three days and two
nights of standing side by
side with chefs | once only
admired from afar,” he said.

“As a visually impaired OKU
chef, | won't lie. The tension and
panic were very real. The fear of
the unknown. The fear of mak-

Wee Keong (eighth from right) posing with fellow finalists: renowned chef Martin Yan (in white shirt) and
Spencer Lee (ninth from right).

ing a mistake in front of every-
one. The fear of not being good
enough. But then | reminded
myself: I've already won. | made
it to the finals. | stood among
the best. | am already a winner.
So | told myself, “Cook like you
always do. Just like cooking for
your family’.”

That shift in mindset gave
him the strength and confidence
to push through.

For the competition, he pre-
pared a dish close to his heart:
a Peranakan Nyonya-style Kapi-
tan Steam Fish, using ikan ta-

lang (double spotted queenfish)
and other seafood ingredients.

Besides connecting with fel-
low chefs, Wee Keong said one
of the highlights was meeting
culinary icons like Martin Yan,
Supachai Kongla, and Chef Jo-
hari Edrus, who were on the
judging panel.

The Genting Culinary Classic
2025 was hosted by Resorts
World Genting in collaboration
with the HAPA® Group.

The top prize went to Budi
man Bistari Mohamed, who
took home RM25,000. Lo Ts-

hung Ket came in second and
received RM15,000, while third
place went to Lim Boon Ghee
with an RM10,000 prize. Ahmad
Fairul Aimie Ahmad Salihim and
Wong Cher Yoon placed fourth
and fifth, respectively, each win-
ning RM10,000.

Also present at the ceremony
were Samuel Lee, deputy direc-
tor of Tourism Malaysia, Spen-
cer Lee, executive vice-presi-
dent of Sales, Marketing and
Communications at Resorts
World Genting, and Jennifer
Ong, founder of HAPA Group.
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ISITORS to Penang
VHiII, one of the state’s

top tourist destina-
tions, can now experience
more than just sweeping pan-
oramic views of George Town
and the island’s lush green
landscapes.

Nestled amidst the tranquil
surroundings is the Penang Hill
Gallery@Edgecliff, a renowned
gallery and educational centre
dedicated to showcasing the rich
history of Penang Hill to both lo-
cal and international visitors.

Since its opening, the centre
has received an overwhelming
response, especially from for-
eign tourists, for its immersive
and informative exhibitions.

In a recent interview with Bu-
letin Mutiara, the gallery’s op-
erations manager, Mazlina Mo-
hamad Zainal, said the three-
storey structure now serves
as a bridge between Penang’s
colonial past and its rich bio-
diversity, offering visitors a
270-degree view from its scenic
terrace.

“Located within a Unesco-
recognised biosphere reserve,
Edgecliff Villa is a heritage build-
ing gazetted as a Category I
monument by the Penang state
government.

“Through careful restoration,
the centre now houses five the-
matic exhibition halls: Time Tun-
nel, Biodiversity, Heritage, Funic-
ular, and Cultural, which offer an
interactive and multimedia jour-
ney through Penang Hill’s trans-
formation from a colonial retreat
to an ecological sanctuary.

“This is a must-isit location
for tourists and locals as it of-
fers a comprehensive under-
standing of Penang Hill’s history
and significance,” she said.

During the gallery walk, Bu-
letin Mutiara was also briefed
by centre staff member,
Bhaarrni Kuumaran Selvaraja,
who highlighted the vast ar-
ray of knowledge that can be
found throughout the gallery,
including information about
the 2,500 species of flora and
fauna found on the hill.

"There are over 2,000 plant
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species and 500 types of ani-
mals that can be found here, in-
cluding the Black Giant Squirrel,
Dusky Leaf Monkey, Blue-tailed
Bee-eater, and others. You can
also find the world’s largest or-
chid, the Tiger Orchid,” he said.

Bhaarrni added, in the past,
52 bungalows were built on top
of Penang Hill, along with vari-
ous places of worship, such as

Enduring charm’of Penan
Hill Gallery .. ——

uStory by Edmund Lee
®Pix by Noor Siti
Noorazis

It's a treasure trove of information at the

Penan_gTI-TiII Gallery @ Edgecliff.ﬁ_

Models of the funicular train carriages through the ages.

Gallery@Edgecliff is the first
heritage building to be granted

temples, shrines and mosques.

“With the addition of colonial-
era structures alongside these
religious sites, the total number
of historical buildings on the hill
stands at 59,” he said.

Today, four hotels operate
on Penang Hill: Bellevue Ho-
tel, Hillside Retreat, Eythrope
Penang Hill and Hickory on
Penang Hill.

One of the gallery’s main
highlights is the historic funicu-
lar railway system, which has
been in operation since 1923.

Furthermore the Penang Hill

a Green Index certification,
recognising its environmentally
sustainanle practices.

Mazlina added the gallery
has launched a “Student Excur-
sion Programme” aimed at rais-
ing awareness among school-
children about the hilltop’s bio-
diversity.

She said Penang Hill Cor-
poration (PHC) is planning to
expand the centre in response
to the growing interest and posi-
tive feedback from visitors.
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Bhaarmi (centre) briefing the Buletin Mutiara team during the visit.

(From left) Mohd Ridzuan, Nermaljit and Noor Azirul attending a

press conference after the drill.

Airport conducts
emergency exercise

IT was a shocking sight for
passengers at Penang Inter-
national Airport recently when
a plane with a full load of pas-
sengers and crew caught fire
after crashing on the runway.

To everyone’s relief it was a
full-scale aerodrome emergency
exercise, named “Ex Harimau
Kumbang”.

According to Supt Nermaljit
Singh Bakthtawar Singh, the ex-
ercise is essential for assessing
the preparedness level and the
effectiveness of coordination
between agencies, especially in
managing incidents similar to a
recent aircraft accident abroad.

“As part of the simulation, a
scenario was enacted in which
an aircraft carrying 134 indi-
viduals, including crew mem-
bers, crashed on the runway,
resulting in five fatalities. The
remaining victims were cat-
egorised into red, yellow, and
green stages based on the se-
verity of their injuries.

“The drill involved 28 agen-
cies and 550 personnel. It was
conducted from 10 am to 11
am, during which all airport flight

movements were suspended to
ensure the smooth execution of
the exercise.

“This exercise is conducted
every two years to prepare for
emergencies involving aircraft
accidents, while safety drills
are carried out annually to en-
sure that airport operations
and flight paths remain se-
cure,” Nermaljit added.

Also present at the press con-
ference were PIA chief operating
officer Mohd Ridzuan Ahmad
Walid and airport fire chief Noor
Azirul Hafiz Maanor.

The drill was a collaborative
effort among several agencies,
including the police, Malay-
sia Airports Holdings Berhad
(MAHB), the Airport Fire and
Rescue Service (AFRS), the
Fire and Rescue Department of
Malaysia (JBPM), the Nursing
Institute and medical officers.

Meanwhile, Noor Azirul said
a “Notice to Airmen” (NOTAM)
regarding obstacles on the af-
fected runway was issued ear-
lier to pilots to ensure safety
was not compromised during
the exercise.
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HE career of former Pen-
Tang player Alen Bajkusa

is one many footballers
would envy.

Playing against some of the
who’s who of the game, includ-
ing Brazilian greats and World
Cup winners Cafu and Romaério,
Bajkusa’'s illustrious career
spanned several countries and
showcased a talent that of
ten went unrecognised at first
glance.

Bajkusa played against Cafu
during the opening of the Hong
Kong Stadium in 1994.

He represented South China
(Hong Kong) while Cafu played
for Sao Paulo.

The following year, Bajkusa
came up against Romario in a
friendly game in China.

He represented South China
(Hong Kong) while Romario
played for Flamengo.

Modest and humble, one
might mistake him for an ordi-
nary man on the streets, but his
accomplishments on the pitch
speak volumes.

The Bosnia and Herzegovina
native played for over 17 pro-
fessional football clubs around
the world, including stints with
Penang, French side Caen and
South China in Hong Kong.

A lethal forward in his prime,
Bajkusa was renowned for his
goal-scoring instincts and sharp

o

Bajkusa (front row, second from left) with Romario (front row, third

from left) in a team photo before their friendly game.

poaching ability.

One of his most memorable
career highlights is scoring
against the formidable Paris
Saint-Germain  (PSG) team
during a league match in the
1990s, an iconic moment that
remains etched in his memory.

Bajkusa's professional jour-
ney began at FK Zeljezni ar Sara-
jevo in Bosnia before he joined
the Penang state team in 1992.

During his time with the
Panthers, he quickly estab-

lished himself as one of the
most feared strikers in local
football history.

In a recent interview with
Buletin Mutiara, Bajkusa remi-
nisced about his golden years,
proudly sharing nostalgic pho-
tographs of his time on the
field with some of the sport’s
biggest names.

“I played for Penang in 1992
and contributed numerous as-
sists and goals to the team,”
he said.
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Some nostalgic memories
for.the ex-Penang stalw§rt. i
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“When | first arrived in Pen-
ang in the 1990s, | immediately
fell in love with its multicultural
charm.”

Now 54, Bajkusa has made
Penang his home, having mar-
ried a Malaysian and settled
down on the island.

Standing at 180cm, Bajkusa
was once considered among the
fiercest strikers of his era.

But his journey wasn’t without
hardship.

He recalled the dark days of
the Bosnian War, which raged
from 1992 to 1995 and claimed
countless lives.

“It was a difficult period. Many
Bosnians died. | consider myself
lucky to still be alive,” he said.

For the past decade, Bajkusa
has been managing a futsal fa-
cility on the rooftop of Bukit Jam-
bul Shopping Complex.

However, like many business-
es, it was significantly affected
by the Covid-19 pandemic.

“I've invested heavily in main-
taining the pitch, including in-
stalling lighting to make it more
convenient for players.

“To keep the facility relevant,
I've also introduced two pickle-
ball courts, a sport rapidly grow-
ing in popularity,” he said.

Looking ahead, Bajkusa
hopes to draw more players
back to the court. He plans to
launch coaching clinics to teach
children proper techniques and
instil a love for the sport.

“With the right training, these
Kids can learn to play well, and
maybe even follow in the foot-
steps of the greats,” he added.

For more information on his
futsal courts, call Bajkusa at
014-7467608.

Excitement
builds

for PBIM
2025

ALTHOUGH the Penang Bridge
International Marathon (PBIM)
2025 is scheduled for Dec
14, excitement is building for
what is expected to be one of
the most vibrant editions yet.

Speaking to Buletin Muti-
ara, state Tourism and Cre-
ative Economy Committee
chairman Wong Hon Wai said
this year’'s PBIM aims to set
a new benchmark in terms of
participation and overall expe-
rience.

“One of the major additions
this year is the ‘Road to PBIM
2025 series.

“It is a series of warm-up
runs throughout the year to
help participants build stam-
ina and mental readiness. It
also builds excitement lead-
ing up to the main event,”
Wong said.

Held once again on the Sul-
tan Abdul Halim Mu’adzam
Shah Bridge, the marathon
will offer runners a unique
and iconic race route from the
island to Batu Kawan on the
mainland.

Wong emphasised that the
2025 edition will focus on
enhancing the overall partici-
pant experience.

Improvements include a
better-organised race route to
reduce congestion, expanded
rest zones, upgraded facilities
and the introduction of a new
"runners’ pen” at the starting
line to streamline the pacing
categories.

“The goal is to create a
smoother and more enjoyable
race for everyone,” he said.

Online registration is al-
ready open, with early re-
sponse showing strong inter-
est. Organisers anticipate
even higher participation than
the 22,000 runners from 64
countries who joined last year.

To support logistics, over
30 RapidPenang buses will
transport runners from the is-
land to Batu Kawan, reflecting
improved coordination and pro-
fessional-level event planning.

Last year, more than 34%
of runners were from outside
Penang and overseas, a figure
that underscores the event’s
value in boosting both domes-
tic and international tourism.
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