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STRONG commitment
A‘;}o serve the people of
enang with integrity and

vision.

That was the promise of Tun
Ramli Ngah Talib, the newly ap-
pointed ninth Yang di-Pertua
Negeri, in his historic address
during the opening of the State
Legislative Assembly Sitting on
May 16.

Ramli also extended his
deepest appreciation to the
Yang di-Pertuan Agong for ap-
pointing him to the state’s
highest ceremonial post, effec-
tive May 1, 2025.

“This appointment is not
merely an honour but a solemn
oath to serve the state and its
people faithfully.

“With God’s will, | shall car-
ry out this responsibility with
dedication, upholding the fed-
eral constitution and the state
constitution,” he said in his
speech at the State Assembly
Building.

Ramli also expressed his

commitment to personally en- g%

gaging with the people to en-
sure policies under the Penang
Structure Plan 2040, which is
currently being reviewed, re-
flect their needs.

Ramli also called on the as-
sembly to reflect on the legacy
of the late Tun Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi, former Prime Minister
of Malaysia, whose contribu-
tions to nation-building were
lauded.

He commended the state
government’s decision to re-
name Lebuhraya Bandar Cas-

Ramll (seated, oentre), Chow (seated flfth from nght), Law (seated, fifth from Ieft), state executwe
councillors and assemblymen in a group photo after the event.

sia as Jalan Tun Abdullah Ah-
mad Badawi in his honour,
noting that it symbolises the
state’s deep respect and en-
during gratitude.

Ramli also expressed appre-
ciation to his predecessor, Tun
Ahmad Fuzi Abdul Razak, for
his exemplary leadership and
dedication to the state.

Separately, he commend-

ed Penang on its economic
performance, particularly in
2023, where the state’s econ-
omy grew by 3.3% with a gross
domestic product (GDP) of
RM1416 billion.

The services and manufac-
turing sectors accounted for
48% and 46.5% respectively,
underlining the state’s resil-
ience and strategic strength in

high-impact industries.

In 2024, Penang recorded
a trade volume of RM788.1
billion, translating into an in-
crease of 11.6% from the previ-
ous year, reaffirming its status
as one of six states contribut-
ing to 73% of the nation’s GDP.

The state also achieved
the highest GDP per capita at
RM72,586.

Ramli said Penang’s contin-
ued success and consistent
achievements were greatly
contributed by the state’s prin-
cipled leadership led by Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

He lauded the Penang2030
vision as a strategic roadmap
for the state’s future and
pledged his full support for its
realisation.

“No single individual can
climb a mountain alone. It
is only with shared determi-
nation and unity that we can
soar higher on the global
stage,” he said.

He welcomed initiatives
such as the Penang Silicon De-
sigh @5km+ and various proj-
ects like the Penang IC Design
and Digital Park, which aim to
strengthen the semiconductor
ecosystem and attract global
investment.

“The  development  of
skilled talent, through plat-
forms like the Penang GBS
Industry Academy and STEM
Talent Blueprint, are vital to
sustaining economic growth,’
he added.

Other main points in his
speech:

® On Islam

B The Yang diPertua Negeri
commended the state’s com-
mitment to strengthening Is-
lamic institutions, with two new
mosques completed and sev-
eral more under construction.
B Highlighted the KITAB Smart
City Campus project in Batu
Kawan, which will integrate Is-
lamic education with residen-
tial and commercial facilities
on Wakaf land.

* Turn to p3
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Taking halal sector to next level
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N a move to strengthen its
Ihalal capacity, the state

government recently set
up the Penang Halal Industry
Development Council (MPI-
HPP), maximising local pro-
duction, while being globally
competitiv.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said this was a strategic
step aligned with national poli-
cies, including the Malaysia Ha-
lal Policy and the New Industrial
Master Plan (NIMP 2030).

“MPIHPP plays a role in
strengthening more systematic,
transparent and integrated ha-
lal governance, expanding net-
works of cooperation among
government agencies, industry
players, the community, and
higher education institutions,
as well as stimulating economic
growth through the development
of an inclusive, high-impact, and
export-oriented halal sector,”
Chow said in his speech during
the launching ceremony of MPI-
HPP recently.

MPIHPP was launched by
Deputy Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Dr Ahmad Zahid Hamidli.

“I believe that the develop-
ment of the halal industry is
not only important from the per-
spective of Syariah compliance
but also offers great potential

in the fields of economy and in-
novation.

“According to the Halal Devel-
opment Corporation (HDC), the
global halal market is expected
to reach a value of US$5 trillion
by 2030.

“Therefore, Penang must
not be left behind in seizing
this opportunity, particularly
in the food and beverage
sector, halal logistics, phar-
maceuticals, cosmetics, and
innovation-based halal tech-
nology,”. Chow added.

Meanwhile, Ahmad Zahid
emphasised that there was still
room for Malaysia’s halal ex-
ports to be intensified globally,
particularly in the Asean regjon.

“I have proposed the es-
tablishment of a halal council
within the Asean region, and
this September, we are set
to host a halal forum that will
bring together key stakeholders
from across member countries
to participate in this important
initiative.

“In conjunction with the
forum, we will launch a busi-
ness-matching programme
involving players from across
the halal industry.

“This will be complemented
by several other initiatives
that span multiple sectors,
not limited to just food and
beverage.

“The halal industry holds
immense untapped potential
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Ahmad Zahid (fourth from left), Chow (third from left), Mohamad (fifth from left), Majlis Amanah Rakyat
(Mara) chairman Datuk Dr Asyraf Wajdi Dusuki (second from left), Perda chairman Datuk Shaik Hussein
Mydin (left) and other guests in a group photo while officiating the ceremony.

beyond the traditional food
and beverage space,” he said
in his speech.

Chow also said that Malay-
sia’s halal product export per-
formance has increased, with
the total rising from RM53.72
billion in 2023 to RM61.79
billion in 2024, marking a
15% growth.

“Malaysia has also main-
tained its top position in the
Global Islamic Economy Indica-
tor for ten consecutive years,

surpassing major countries
such as Saudi Arabia, Indone-
sia, and the United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE), with strengths in
Islamic finance, halal food, me-
dia, and recreation.

“The state government is
committed to intensifying ef-
forts to become a leading hub
for the production, processing,
and export of key halal products
in the country to Asean and
global markets,” he added.

During the event, 21 officers

were presented with letters of
appointment to serve in various
leadership roles within MPIHPP.

Also, a memorandum of un-
derstanding (MoU) between the
Penang Regional Development
Authority (Perda) and Penang
Halal International (PHI) was
inked for the development of
the halal industry here.

Also present were Deputy
Chief Minister | Prof Datuk Dr Mo-
hamad Abdul Hamid and State
Secretary Datuk Zulkifli Long.

IN a continuous effort to en-
hance educational facilities
for students with special
needs, UDA Land Sdn Bhd re-
cently donated five computers
worth RM12,500 to SK Sun-
gai Dua’s Special Integration
Education Programme.

The contribution, made in
collaboration with the Penang
Education Department and the
North Seberang Perai District
Education Office, is aimed at
supporting students with vari-
ous learning disabilities, such
as Down syndrome, autism,
ADHD and dyslexia.

Deputy Chief Minister | Prof
Datuk Dr Mohamad Abdul Ha-
mid said the initiative is part of
a broader mission to improve
access to quality education for
students with special needs.

“The Special Integration
Education Programme, which
has been running since 1992,
plays a vital role in supporting
children with different learn-

SK Sungai Dua receives five computers

B Y

A happy moment as Uda Land (North) Sdn Bhd chief operating officer Shahrul Arizan Mohamad (left)
presents a computer to headmaster Rashidi Md Arshad during the event while Mohamad (second from

left) looks on.

ing challenges, such as Down
syndrome, autism, ADHD, and
dyslexia. This donation will en-
hance the teaching and learn-

ing experience by equipping
the students with better ac-
cess to digital tools,” he said
during the handover ceremony.

He added that the comput-
ers were donated through za-
kat allocation, as part of UDA
Land’s corporate social re-

sponsibility (CSR) initiative to
support those in need.

“This support reflects Pen-
ang’s commitment under the
Penang2030 vision to build a
more inclusive and equitable
society, where all students —
including those with special
needs — have the opportunity
to thrive,” Mohamad said.

“The Penang government
also demonstrated its com-
mitment to education with a
RM30,000 allocation for SK
Sungai Dua, supporting im-
provements to the school’s fa-
cilities and student welfare.

“This donation aligns with
Penang’s broader educational
and social goals under the Pen-
ang2030 vision, ensuring that
all members of society, espe-
cially those with special needs,
benefit from inclusive and equi-
table development,” he said.
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Strategic moves

to increase state
revenue
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HE Penang government
remains committed to
increasing  state rev-

enue, identifying new income
sources, and diversifying its
resources through strategic
collaboration with the federal
government and private sector.

Speaking during the engage-
ment session with state elected
representatives regarding the
Penang 2026 Budget in Komtar
recently, Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow emphasised that the
state administration remains
optimistic despite its limited fi-
nancial resources.

“We will continue to fulfil our
responsibilities and work closely
with the federal government to
secure grants and implement

projects that can reduce state
expenditure while benefiting the
people of Penang,” Chow said.

He cited the possibility of the
federal government fully funding
certain development projects,
allowing the state to allocate its
budget more efficiently.

Chow also urged state agen-
cies to streamline processes and
facilitate private sector participa-
tion in development initiatives.

“This is crucial. We must
not become obstacles to the
state’s progress. Development
should not rely solely on the
Penang government. Everyone
must play their part,” he added.

Chow also expressed confi-
dence that through strong part
nerships with federal authorities
and private entities, the state
could effectively address its fis-
cal challenges.

“We need to ensure that our
revenue continues to grow year
by year through policies that are
both sustainable and accept-
able to Penangites,” he said.

Chow also highlighted the im-
portance of responsible finan-
cial management, noting that
the government must balance
its income with prudent expen-
diture to avoid deficits and un-
necessary spending.

“If we cannot increase our
revenue, then logically, we
must also control or reduce our
spending,” he said.

Also present at the engage-
ment session were Deputy Chief
Minister | Prof Datuk Dr Moha-
mad Abdul Hamid, Deputy Chief
Minister Il Jagdeep Singh Deo,
Penang State Secretary Datuk
Zulkifli Long and State Financial
Officer Datuk Zabidah Safar.

Be agents of change, youths urged

AS leaders of tomorrow, youths
should take the lead in becom-
ing agents of change by tapping
into their inner strengths and
talents.

Seri Delima assemblyman
Connie Tan highlighted the im-
mense potential and
bright future that lie SN
ahead for the young- \
er generation.

“Youths today *
face challenges from |
the digital world and
significant social
changes, but they
also have fair oppor-
tunities to move for-
ward.

“Believe in your
potential and have
the courage to de-
velop self-confidence -
so that you can shine
in society,” she said
during her speech at
the National Youth &f
Celebration for the
Northeast  district
held at SMK Hamid
Khan recently.

Tan expressed her
deep respect for the

younger generation, emphasis-
ing the importance of nurturing
two essential qualities in them:
intelligence and goodwill.

She also noted that the of-
ficial age range defining youth
has been revised from 15 to 40

years to 15 to 30 years.

Meanwhile, Ong Choon Keat,
the Northeast District Youth
spokesman, recoghised youths
as a crucial pillar of national de-
velopment.

“Youths are inseparable from
the progress of national devel
opment,” he said.
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Bonding to build a patriotic,
knowledgeable nation

THE strong bond that unites all
segments of society — particu-
larly between the older genera-
tion and the youth — must be
nurtured with care and wisdom.

This is so as to cultivate a
generation that is not only well-in-
formed but also deeply patriotic.

Speaking at the alumni gather-
ing of the Malaysian Youth Coun-
cil (MBM) for central Seberang
Perai district recently, Penang
Youth, Sports and Health Com-
mittee chairman Daniel Gooi Zi
Sen highlighted the critical role
that past youth leaders and ac-
tivists have played in shaping
the nation.

“History has shown that the
efforts of young leaders, even
before Malaysia achieved inde-
pendence, laid the foundation
for the peaceful, progressive
and prosperous country we have
today,” said Gooi (pix).

He noted that before the ad-
vent of social media, youth as-
sociations acted as “informal
universities” that prepared young
Malaysians for leadership.

“These associations were
vital platforms where youths ac-
quired essential life skills, lead-
ership qualities and entrepre-
neurial capabilities.

“They played a pivotal role
in nationbuilding by preparing
young people to address real
world challenges, especially in
employment and economic de-
velopment.

“Through these platforms,
our youth matured, developed
a strong identity and were em-
powered to pursue success,”
he said.

Gooi cited a prominent ex-
ample: Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Anwar Ibrahim, who once
helmed the Malaysian Youth
Council (MBM), the Muslim
Youth Movement of Malay-
sia (ABIM), and the National
Union of Malaysian Muslim
Students (PKPIM).

“His leadership journey be-
gan with these youthbased
movements, proving how such
platforms can shape individuals
who go on to make significant
national contributions,” he said.

Gooi also urged former youth
leaders and activists to continue
contributing to society.

“The nurturing of youth is akin
to tending to a tree — it needs
constant care, nourishment, and
attention to grow strong.

Without this, it risks stagna
tion or decline,” he added.

Also present during the alum-
ni gathering were Penang MBM
Alumni chairman Mohamed Sa-
bri Alianas and MBM Penang
branch deputy president Mu-
hammad Amirul Abdul Safar.

Call to prioritise people over politics

* from p1

@ Federal government

M Praised for its continued sup-
port of several key infrastruc-
ture projects, namely the Juru-
Sungai Dua Elevated Highway,
Light Rail Transit (LRT) Mutiara
Line, the Perak-Penang Water
Scheme, and expansion of Pen-
ang International Airport (PIA).

@ Water issues

B With growing water de-
mand, Ramli acknowledged the
RM1.185 billion investment an-
nounced by the Penang Water
Supply Corporation (PBAPP) to
embark on its Water Contingen-
cy Plan 2030 (WCP 2030).

B Emphasised importance
of the Perak-Penang Water
Scheme Project, which would
benefit the northern region un-
til 2050.

@ On housing

Praised state’s inclusive hous-
ing policy under the Rumah
MutiaraKu initiative, which has
achieved 76% of its 2030 tar-
get of 220,000 housing units.

® On aid

B Throughout 2024, Pen-
ang government disbursed
RM50.54 million to 280,000
eligible individuals through vari-
ous welfare programmes.

M Ramli encouraged a more tar-
geted, empowering approach,

including skills training and
micro-aid.

In closing, Ramli called on all
assemblymen to prioritise the
people over politics and safe-
guard Penang’s harmony, pros-
perity, and unique heritage.

“To the civil service, this
land is not merely a place
where we stand but a legacy
we must uphold, a trust we
must bear and a hope we
must ignite,” he said.

Also present were State
Speaker Datuk Law Choo Kiang,
Deputy Chief Minister | Datuk Dr
Mohamad Abdul Hamid, Deputy
Chief Minister Il Jagdeep Singh
Deo, State Secretary Datuk
Zulkifli Long, executive council-
lors and assemblymen.
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T was a vibrant and \
joyful occasion for N
mothers and their '/

-

children as bonding ac-
tivities brought fami-
lies closer together
during the Mother’s - | |
Day celebration or- =i
ganised by Padang
Kota Women and Fam-

ily Development Com- W& ' |

mittee (JPWK) recently.

Mother’'s Day, celebrated
globally, was observed on
May 11 this year.

Tan Lean Kee, the wife of
Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow, who was the guest of hon-
our at the event, highlighted
that Penang's continued prog-
ress is driven by the strength
and resilience of women in
the state.

Tan said Mother’'s Day is
more than just a date on the
calendar but a heartfelt rec-
ognition of the unconditional
love, sacrifices and strength
of mothers.

“Mothers not only raise
children but also serve as
educators, caregivers, en-
trepreneurs and community
leaders.

“Today’s mothers wear ma-
ny hats, and | deeply admire
the resilience, wisdom and
unwavering spirit of each and
every one of you.

“To all the mothers, you are
an inspiration. Continue mov-
ing forward with confidence

"4

o

\ .

o \
"

and courage, for every step
you take shapes the future
of our nation,” Tan said in
her speech at the celebration
held at Dewan Belia in Lebuh
Acheh.

A total of 100 participants,
including mothers, children
and their families, took part
in the celebration.

Tan also shared an impor-
tant message with mothers to
cherish and love themselves
and, most importantly, take
care of their health.

“Thank you to Padang Kota
JPWK for organising a mean-
ingful programme that cele-
brates mothers and strength-

ens our community,” she
added.
Meanwhile, Padang Kota

JPWK chairman Datin Yeoh
Phaik Suan said the celebra-
tion hall was fully set up by
the JPWK members.

at the event.

A father’s love is like
a mountain. You can
see how high and how
wide it is. A mother’s love
is like the ocean. You don’t
know how deep and

how wide it is.

— Ancient proverb

A mother and her daughter posing with
the cup cake decorated by the child .

Some of the mothers with their children, along with
other attendees, posing for a group photo with Tan
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For Mother Earth and greener tomorrow

MOTHER Earth deserves the
same care and concern which
we give to our mothers, says
State Housing and Environ-
ment Committee chairman
Datuk Seri Sundarajoo Somu.

Sundarajoo said it is the
duty of every individual to love
and protect Mother Earth who
has given us so much and nur-
tured our growth.

“We have long exploited
Mother Earth, and now it is
time for us to give back what
we have taken from her.

“Each of us has a great re-
sponsibility to protect her for
the sake of our future genera-
tions,” Sundarajoo said during
his speech at the recent Earth
Day celebration at Komtar.

Earth Day is celebrated
globally on April 22 each year
to raise awareness about envi-
ronmental protection.

Organised by Penang
Green Council (PGC), this

year’s theme is “Our Power,
Our Planet”.

According to Sundarajoo,
who is also the Perai assem-
blyman, more than one million
trees were successfully plant-
ed across the state last year
to mark Earth Day.

“The state government is
taking steps to care for the en-
vironment. One of the efforts
is the ‘Penang No Plastic Bag
Everyday Campaign 2025’,
which encourages people to
stop using plastic bags.

“Another step is a new rule
that all affordable housing
projects must follow Green
Building Index (GBI) standards
to make them more eco-
friendly and energy-efficient,”
he added.

Meanwhile, PGC general
manager Josephine Tan high-
lighted the importance of re-
ducing energy usage.

“This year's theme re-

flects an urgent and uni-
versal call, to transition to
clean, renewable energy and
embrace energy efficiency
as key solutions in the fight
against climate change.

“Our objectives today are
clear. First, we aim to raise
awareness about renewable
energy sources and their role
in building a sustainable world.

“Second, we want to show-
case the creativity and innova-
tion of our bright young minds
through the ‘Penang Green In-
novator’ competition.

“Lastly, we hope to educate
and empower individuals on
the importance of energy effi-
ciency in reducing environmen-
tal impact,” Tan said.

The “Penang Green Innova-
tor” competition brought to-
gether 40 talented students
from primary and secondary
schools across Penang.

At the celebration, the top

Winner List

CATEGORY: JUNIOR/ PRIMARY SCHOOL

Cash Prize (RM150 + certificate)

AWARD SCHOOL NAME PROJECT TITLE
Consolation SJKC Wen Khai Automatic Watering Plant
Cash Prize (RM150 + certificate) System
Consolation SJKC Han Chiang Solar Breeze

2m Runner Up
Cash Prize (RM350 + certificate)

SJKC Kwang Hwa, Sg
Nibong

Al Guardian

1% Runner Up
Cash Prize (RM400 + certificate)

SK Bayan Baru

Waste to Watts

Champion
Cash Prize (RM500 + certificate)

SK Ibrahim

Eco-friendly Refrigerator
without electricity

CATEGORY: SENIOR/SECONDARY SCHOOL

Cash Prize (RM500 + certificate)

AWARD SCHOOL NAME PROJECT TITLE
Consolation SMKA (P) Al Mashoor SunBloom
Cash Prize (RM150 + certificate)
Consolation SM Al-Itgan Rainwater Resilience
Cash Prize (RM150 + certificate) Project
2" Runner Up Chung Ling Private High Eco Home
Cash Prize (RM350 + certificate) School
1% Runner Up SMK St Xavier Sun Avia
Cash Prize (RM400 + certificate)
Champion SMK Bakti Tasek Gelugor EnviroCycle

five finalists from each cat-

energy efficiency.

egory (primary and second-
ary), were awarded for their
innovative projects centered
around renewable energy and

The winners received cash
prizes of up to RM3,100 and
certificates as a recognition of
their ideas and efforts.
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VERY life is precious
E— that is the powerful
message at the heart
of Pertubuhan Kebajikan Sne-
ham Malaysia since its found-
ing seven years ago.
According to its president
Datuk Dr Florance Manoran-
jitham Sinniah, what began
as a small initiative to of-
fer mental health support
through a helpline has grown
significantly, marking its sev-
enth anniversary this year.
“Sneham offers a 48-hour
helpline each week operat-

ing from 4pm to 8pm daily,
providing counselling ser-
vices to individuals from all
walks of life,” Florance (pix)
said in a recent interview.

“During the lockdown, we
expanded our services to op-
erate 24 /7 for two full years,
and some of our volunteers
even supported from their
homes.

“We knew that people
were struggling during that
time and we had to be there
for them.

“Post-pandemic, Sneham
has reverted to its regular
hours, but demand contin-
ues to grow. Now, as we plan
to extend the helpline hours
from 3pm to 9pm, we need
more volunteers to support
our work,” she added.

According to Florance,
there has been an increase
in mental health awareness
within the community, though

Caring for mental
i health needs

more work needs to be done.

“While the number of psy-
chiatrists and  psychiatric
wards has increased, and
NGOs continue to contribute
actively to mental health ef-
forts, there remains a press-
ing need for a comprehensive
national strategy.

“More accurate data on
suicide cases is essential to
enable timely and targeted in-
terventions based on specific
age groups. This is especially
critical as we are seeing a con-
cerning trend of elderly individ-
uals taking their own lives.

“As Malaysia transitions
into an aging nation, Penang
too is moving in the same di-
rection, making it increasingly
important to address mental
health challenges among the
elderly,” she added.

As a member of the In-
ternational Association for
Suicide Prevention and the

International Befrienders
Network (UK), Florance has
gained valuable international
exposure which has helped
her raise the standard of Sne-
ham‘s services and present
papers at global conferences.

“In developed countries,
people often speak openly
about suicidal thoughts, but
in our part of the world, such
feelings are usually expressed
indirectly.

“During a conference or-
ganised by the International
Association for Suicide Pre-
vention, in Thailand last year,
| presented a paper on break-
ing the barriers, making sui-
cide prevention culturally rel-
evant.

“It is important to under-
stand people and gain their
trust. Some prefer to see a
traditional healer or medicine
man first, and that is okay as
long as they also see a medi-

N'EW'S

cal doctor.

“What matters is finding
what works best for them.
If we immediately say things
like ‘Why do you believe
that?’, they may feel hurt,
hang up. That person could
be someone who is at high
risk of suicide.

“Stigma is still strong, es-
pecially for conditions like
schizophrenia, and many
people are more comfort-
able turning to traditional
methods. We need to re-
spect that while still guiding
them toward proper care,”
she said.

It is learned that Sneham
has a total of 42 volunteers,
of whom 15 handle the
helpline, while the remaining
are life members.

The Sneham helpline can
be reached at 1800225757
or via WhatsApp at 010-
2945722.

UNIVERSITI Sains Malaysia
(USM) marked a significant
milestone recently with the of-
ficial launch of the Apprentice-
ship, Internship, Reskilling &
Upskilling (AIRU) Talents Pro-
gramme and the soft launch
of the Intangible Asset Com-
mercialisation & Strategy As-
sociation (IACSA), in conjunc-
tion with World Intellectual
Property Day 2025.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow officiated the event and
praised USM’s leadership in
steering innovation and na-
tional excellence to greater
heights.

He lauded the university’s
role under the Higher Edu-
cation Ministry’s MRI3 pro-
gramme, a national initiative
to cultivate industry-ready tal-
ent, especially in the Electrical
& Electronics (E&E) sector.

“The AIRU Talents Pro-
gramme, co-organised by USM
and 88 Captains, is a natural
extension of these efforts and
a reaffirmation that the MRI3
vision is not only alive but ex-
panding,” said Chow.

He praised the journey of
88 Captains founder Datuk
Seri Dr Ooi Eng Hock, empha-
sising the power of industry-

Chow with Ooi (standing, fifth from left

officially launching the AIRU programme at USM.

academic collaboration.

The 88 Captains members
include Vitrox, UWC Berhad,
Hotayi, Swift Bridge, M Sum-
mit and others that are part-
nering to provide mentorships,
placements and real-world ex-
posure for students.

Chow also lauded the launch
of IACSA, which aims to empow-

er youth not only in innovation
but in protecting, valuing and
commercialising their ideas.

"We are committed to sup-
porting these efforts through
structured placements, inno-
vation clinics and collabora-
tion hubs," he said.

Chow acknowledged the im-
portance of reskilling and up-

AIRU to spur talent development

= BT

), Abdul Rahman (seventh from left) and other distinguished guests

lifting efforts.

“Malaysia is ranked 33rd
in the Global Innovation Index
while such partnerships help
to shape it," he added.

Jointly organised by USM and
88 Captains, the ceremony saw
the exchanging of Memoran-
dums of Understandings (MoUs)
with various key partners.

The key partners are Vitrox,
UWC Berhad, Hotayi, Swift
Bridge, M Summit, MyCO2,
ASP Medical, Solarvest, Sky
Resources Group, YBS Interna-
tional and Chung Chambers.

USM vice-chancellor Datuk
Seri Dr Abdul Rahman Mo-
hamed was delighted with the
collaboration and hopes this
significant  partnership  will
spur the university further.

"We understand the impor-
tance of the semiconductor
sector in Penang, and we will
strive to support the state's
initiative," he said.

88 Captains chairman Ooi
said the launch of the pro-
gramme was a way forward to
reskilling and upskilling.

"Together with USM's
leadership in the MR13 pro-
gramme, we aim to make
RM4,000 premium sala-
ries for engineers and the
RM3,000 minimum income
goal achievable," he said.

Among those present were
Bukit Tambun assemblyman
Goh Choon Aik and organis-
ing chairman Prof Patricia
Chung.
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IFFIN carriers may be
Tthe way to go to further

reduce the necessity for
single-use plaxtic.

Pertubuhan Wanita Muti-
ara Pulau Pinang (PWMPP)
president Tan Lean Kee said
PWMPP is collaborating with
the Penang Island City Coun-
cil (MBPP), Seberang Perai
City Council (MBSP) and the
Penang Green Council to dis-
tribute reusable tiffin carriers
to market-goers at hawker
centres across the state.

“Our goal is to foster the
habit of bringing personal
containers when purchasing
food,” she added.

Tan emphasised the need
for collective community action
to eliminate single-use plastics,
urging the public to support the
campaign and protect the envi-
ronment.

The Penang government
has continued its push to-
wards a sustainable future

with the fourth round of the
“Say No to Single-Use Plas-
tic, Bring Your Own Contain-
er” campaign, which took
place at the Tanjung Bungah
Wet Market recently.

Aimed at encouraging resi-
dents to reduce the use of sin-
gle-use plastics, the campaign
was jointly organised by PWMPP
and Tanjung Bungah assembly-
man Zairil Khir Johari.

Zairil attended the event with
his wife, Dyana Sofya Mohd
Daud, who serves as PWMPP
assistant secretary.

Tan, who is the wife of Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow, said
the campaign had previously
been held successfully in Bukit
Tengah, Taman Chai Leng and
other locations, with partici-
pation from state dignitaries
including MBSP mayor Datuk
Baderul Amin Abdul Hamid,
Bukit Tengah assemblyman
Gooi Hsiao Leung, and state
executive councillor Datuk Seri

Promoting use of tiffin
carriers

"

b
I f b e

-

Tan (fifth from left), Dyana Sofya (fourth from left) and other PWIMIPP members are all for using tiffin

carriers when buying food.
Sundarajoo Somu.

Tan expressed her apprecia-
tion to the local hawkers and
the Tanjung Bungah Market
Traders Association for support-
ing the initiative and for piloting
the concept of an ecofriendly
marketplace.

“Since 1 March, Penang has
enforced a statewide ban on
plastic bag distribution at super-
markets, hypermarkets, conve-
nience stores pharmacies, and
fastfood outlets,” she said.

“This builds on the state’s
anti-plastic campaign, first

launched in 2009. Penan-
gites have adapted well to
bringing their own bags when
shopping, as plastic pollution
threatens not only human
health but also marine life,
birds, and drainage systems.”

Zairil noted that Penang
has long been at the forefront
of recycling and plastic reduc-
tion initiatives.

“Our recycling rate currently
stands at 50%, higher than the
national average of 40%. | firmly
believe we can achieve 70% by
2030,” he said.

He added the Tanjung Bun-
gah constituency has actively
embraced the green initiative
and has worked with the Pen-
ang Green Council since 2022
to establish a recycling station
at the market.

“The public can collect points
and redeem cash coupons by
disposing of recyclable waste,”
he said.

Among those present at the
event were MBPP councillor
Koay Gaik Kee and staff mem-
bers from the Tanjung Bungah
Service Centre.
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Colourful floats mark Wesak Day

sStory by Edmund Lee and
Tanushalini Moroter
=Pix by Siew Chia En

HE streets in the heart of
TGeorge Town came alive

as Buddhists gathered to
celebrate the recent Wesak
Day.

The event began about
6.30pm with a grand proces-
sion that started in front of
the Malaysian Buddhist Asso-
ciation (MBA) building on Bur-
mah Road on May 12.

More than 20 elaborate-
ly decorated floats passed
through Kelawai Road, Bur-
mah Lane, Peel Avenue, Ma-
calister Road, Perak Road and
Anson Road before returning
to the MBA.

These floats captivated on-
lookers with their artistic repre-
sentations of Buddha, drawing
thousands of spectators who
lined the streets to catch the
revered images.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow, who officiated as the guest
of honour, extended warm We-
sak Day greetings to the Bud-
dhist community.

“The annual float procession,
rich in spiritual and cultural
symbolism, continues to reflect
Penang’s vibrant multicultural
harmony and shared values.

“Each year during Wesak,
beautifully decorated floats pa-
rade through the streets, with
devotees offering prayers in
reverence.

“These celebrations attract
participation from people of all
ethnicities and visitors, making
it not only a religious obser-
vance but also a vibrant display
of unity and harmony in our mul-
ticultural society,” Chow said in
his speech.

This year's celebration car-
ried the theme “Foster True
Compassion and Wisdom, Forge
True Peace and Harmony”.

Chow emphasised the im-
portance of tolerance and living
harmoniously within the com-
munity.

"The state remains commit-
ted to upholding religious free-
dom and cultural diversity, and
religious organisations, cultural
bodies and civil society groups
are key partners in this effort,”
he added.

Colourful celebration fills the
streets as giant Buddha-themed
inflatables are seen during the
parade.

tuk Dr Loh Hock Hun described
the celebration as an opportuni-
ty to unite a community of faith.

“This year, we mark the
2,569th anniversary of Lord
Buddha’'s Mahaparinibbana as
millions of devotees come to-
gether to commemorate the oc-
casion,” he said.

Loh hoped mutual respect
would be practised among all
individuals, as it is the founda-
tion of national harmony.

MBA president Ven lJit Heng
expressed his delight at the
large turnout, saying the We-
sak Day celebration is one of

the most significant festivals (From left) JItLHe“g, |-0h ChOW
for Buddhists. and Penang]Wesak Comm@tee
Durine th tf wce—chawman@atuk SerliChoot
_ During the event, four organ- we Seng joining; the|Wesak
isations, namely Pusat Kanak- Day processmn ’

Penang Wesak Day Celebra- j S—— ‘r ey mt L Al : -
tions Committee chairman Da- b i A _, A .‘ A %le

Kanak Istimewa Pulau Pinang,

were state Tourism and Cre-
ative Economy Committee
chairman Wong Hon Wai,
Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) mayor Datuk A. Ra-
jendran, Mahindarama Bud-
dhist Temple chief monk
Suriyawewa Dhammawansha
Thero, MBA former super-
visory committee chairman
Boon Keng, and Consul-Gen-
eral of Thailand in Penang,
Psusist Wongsuwarat.
Speaking during the open-
ing ceremony of the 2025
Penang Wesak Day Celebra-
tion at MBA on May 3, Chow
said the power of religion
goes beyond spiritual cultiva-
tion as it can also be a guid-
ing force for social stability

and for promoting values of
Devotees and well-wishers kindness and goodwill.

praying at the Buddha statue “Celebrations like this are

. during the processlon. not just a religious event, but
Persatuan Kebajikan Than .  they serve as a platform to
Hsiang Wan Ching Yuen Pu- . {4588 brmg people closer and
lau Pinang, the National ;  tiisw strengthen the bonds
Cancer Society of Malay- * between communities.
sia (Penang branch) and “That is why the
the Penang Pure Lotus | state government
Society Hospice of Com- has always supported
4% passion, each received * such meaningful initia-
1" RM2,000 from the tives,” Chow said.
Penang Wesak Cel-
ebrations  Com-

mittee.
Also present s o f
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T was double joy for Perry
IKuan when he clinched two

titles at the Penang Chief
Minister’s Cup Pickleball Tour-
nament 2025 recently.

Perry, 25, partnered Chu
Jia Yi, 24, to win the Open
Mixed Doubles for their first
victory since picking up the
game last July.

They overcame Ang Sheng
Hao-Kong Wern Yin 21-20,
21-10.

Perry then teamed up with
Ko Chih Yo for the first time
and went on to clinch the
Open Men’s Doubles crown
by beating Sim Fong Hao-Tan
Wei Cheng on points, winning
the first set 21-13 before los-
ing the second set 16-21.

“l just joined random ses-
sions, and | got addicted to pick-
leball. | wanted to achieve more,
so | started to compete in a few
tournaments. My first podium
was winning the singles at the
Siam Pickleball Open 2024 in
Bangkok last December.

“I used to play badmin-
ton, but | stopped after being
hooked onto pickleball. Now, |
just want to stay focused be-
cause | believe | can perform
better in pickleball.

“I love this new sport, its
vibes and how it connects
people together, from differ-
ent sports backgrounds and
industries. Everybody gathers
here together just because of
pickleball. For me, it is a mag-

- c.
RMLE

......

All the winners posing with Fahmi (centre, brown shirt), Ben (red shirt), and Lau (on Ben's left) after the prize-giving ceremony.

ic sport.

“To pick up pickleball is very
easy; you can learn it by the first
or second session. It is a sport
you can play with anyone — your
wife, friends and family — unlike
some other sports,” said Perry
after the prize presentation.

While Perry, 25, is deeply in-
volved with pickleball, his part-
ner, Jia Yi, has been contem-
plating quitting if they failed to
reach the podium.

“Perry and | once finished
third in a tournament, and af-
ter that, we have not achieved
any good results. And | have
thought of giving it up. But

this victory has changed my
mind,” Jia Yi said.

Organising chairman Koay
Ee Teng expressed her delight
at the overwhelming response,
which saw nearly 400 partici-
pants competing across eight
categories.

“Our main objective in hold-
ing this tournament is for the
community to enjoy. Pickleball
is how getting more and more
popular. I've noticed even those
who previously did not play any
sports have started to play pick-
leball. Also, it is encouraging to
see a lot of women taking up
the sport.

“Initially, we had planned
for seven categories but due
to overwhelming response, we
added another category cater-
ing to a combined age of 100
and above,” Koay said.

Each winner received
RM1,600, while the runners-up
and losing semifinalists took
home RM800 and RM400 re-
spectively.

Present to give away the
prizes to the winners were
Lau Eng Kee, political secre-
tary to Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow, representing the
chief minister; state Agrotech-
nology, Food Security and Co-

operative Development Com-
mittee chairman Fahmi Zain-
ol, and Ben Teh from redONE
Holdings Bhd, Group CSO and
co-founder.

Others also present at the
closing ceremony included
Ewe Chee Way, director of
Padang Kota state and Batu
Kwan parliamentary constitu-
encies; Mak Tong Lee, chair-
man of the Jalan Transfer/Ja-
lan Argyll Village Community
Management Council (MPKK),
Teh Wei Huai, chairman of the
Padang Kota Penang Youth
Committee; and Gary Poh, the
tournament coordinator.

THE seven-member Penang
sport stacking team returned
home with an impressive haul
of 19 medals (five gold, six sil-
ver and eight bronze) after a
successful outing at the World
Sport  Stacking Champion-
ships in Raden, Switzerland.

They were part of the
37-member Malaysian con-
tingent that won a total of 62
medals (24 gold, 19 silver, and
19 bronze) at the tournament,
held from April 25 to 27 and
featured 411 athletes from 23
countries.

Guided by coaches Jes-
sica Tan Soo Ling, founder
of WSSA Penang, and Foo
Soon Wah, the Penang team
arrived at Penang Interna-
tional Airport to a warm wel-
come from family members,
friends and well-wishers.

The returning stackers in-
cluded Khoh Yuan Qi, Soon
Ying Ying, Maggie Kiu, Nicole
Ong lJia Xuan, and Yeap Yu
Chun.

“Our athletes have shown
great determination and

Stackers make state

The winning team (back row, from left) Foo, Khoh, Maggie, Soon
and Tan with (front row, from left) Ong and Yeap.

teamwork. Their achieve-
ments reflect the hard work
they’'ve put in,” said Tan.
Their success marks a
proud moment for Malaysia,
particularly Penang, as their

young athletes have dem-
onstrated both their calibre
and potential.
Meanwhile,sports  advo-
cate Baby Goh paid a tribute
to the team for the success-

proud

ful outing.

“This sport, which has been
gaining popularity, is especially
well-liked among children as it
helps stimulate brain activity
and supports overall growth.

“I am a strong believer in
and supporter of this sport,
especially as our former state
executive councillor Datuk Seri
Chong Eng encouraged senior
citizens to participate as well.

“This sport helps coordi-
nate both hands and the brain,
improving flexibility and atten-
tional coordination between
fingers,” she added.

Goh also shared the inspir-
ing journey of her 13-year-old
granddaughter, Maggie, whose
interest in sport stacking be-
gan when she was in Standard
Two.

“During the Covid-19 pan-
demic, Maggie wasn't allowed
to attend school due to health
concerns. As a hyperactive

child, she would jump from
chairs to tables or disturb her
younger brother at home,” Goh
recalled.

“To help manage her energy
and focus, Maggie's mother,
Debbie Lim, introduced her to
sport stacking through online
coaching. From that point on,
her interest grew, and she did
most of her training online.”

Over the years, Goh said
Maggie participated in both lo-
cal and national competitions,
winning several medals. She
was even selected to coach
her primary school's cup
stacking team.

Maggie was then chosen
to represent Penang at the
national level, and her con-
sistent performance earned
her a place on Team Malay-
sia for the World Champi-
onship in Switzerland, her
dream of winning gold finally
coming true.
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