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HE RM1.09 billion poured
T into welfare initiatives over

the past seven years shows
the state government’s unwavering
commitment to the people of Pen-
ang, says Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow.

As he provided a complete break-
down of the budget for the initiatives,
Chow (PH — Padang Kota) understood
the hopes, dreams, and struggles of
the community, especially after weath-
ering through the Covid-19 pandemic.

During his winding-up speech at the
State Legislative Assembly sitting on
May 22, Chow emphasised
that in 2019, the state’s con-
solidated revenue account
(Akaun Hasil Disatukan) stood
strong at RM1.15 billion.

“But as the years passed,
and as needs grew, this bak
ance steadily declined.

“By December 2024, it €
had dropped to RM155.94
million, and as of May
2025, it stands at RM235.55 million,
a clear sign of how deeply we have
dipped into our reserves to uphold the
people’s welfare.

“It is not just about spending; it is
about spending with purpose.

“We saw the highest welfare alloca-
tions in 2023, where RM554.20 mil-
lion went to fixed grants and aid, an
increase of over 43% compared to the
previous year.

“Programmes like i-Sejahtera, support
for religious schools, Chinese and Tamil
schools, and financial backing to state
agencies and subsidiaries were all part
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1 of this initiative to uplift and em-
power our communities.
“But this noble path comes with its
challenges.

If that means drawing
down our savings to
keep families afloat,

then | have no regrets.

- CHOW

“From 2020 to 2024, the state-op-
erated under a deficit not because we
were reckless, but because we made
the conscious choice to prioritise peo-

IUJIAT

Chow showing the list of initiatives and budget spent on welfare from 2018 to 2025.

ple over profit.

“In2023 alone, we spentRM951.75
million against revenue of RM592.96
million.

“That is a deficit of RM358.79 mil-
lion, the highest to date,” Chow said
in his speech.

He also understood the difficult but
necessary questions concerning this
issue.

“Is this level of spending sustainable?
Can we continue at this rate without grow-
ing our revenue?

“We must face reality. Our revenue has
not grown in tandem with our increasing
obligations.

“While we remain committed to pro-
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tecting the most wvulnerable, we now
need to review and refocus our welfare
programmes to ensure that aid continues
to reach those who need it most, without
compromising the state’s financial stabil-
ity,” he added.

With the continuous call for the fed-
eral government to fulfill the long-stand-
ing request of returning 20% of taxes
collected from Penang, Chow said this
financial strain would be considerably
eased.

“An additional RM1 to RM2 billion an-
nually could transform our ability to gow
ern sustainably.

* Turn to p2




ENANG’s halal industry
continues to record ex-
ceptional growth, solidi-
fying its position as a major
player on the global stage.

Deputy Chief Minister | Prof
Datuk Dr Mohamad Abdul Ha-
mid said the state’s achieve-
ments in halal certification
and related industry develop-
ment are now bearing fruit —
both in terms of international
recognition and economic im-
pact.

“One of the key indicators of
this progress is the significant
increase in companies certi-
fied under the Malaysian Halal
Certification scheme (SPHM).

“In 2019, Penang record-
ed 1,275 SPHM holders. By
2024, that number had risen
to 1,935. This growth in cer-
tification has had a profound
impact on exports.

“According to the Depart-
ment of Statistics Malaysia
(DOSM), Penang’s halal prod-
uct exports in 2024 surged to
RM20.5 billion, compared to
RM11.5 billion in 2023.

“These figures affirm the
critical role SPHM certifica-
tion plays in making Malaysian
halal products more competi-

tive in international markets
such as Dubai and the Middle
East,” Mohamad (PH-Batu
Maung) said in his winding-up
speech at the recent State As-
sembly sitting.

According to Mohamad
(pix), the robust and well-es-
tablished halal ecosystem in
Penang has also attracted sig-
nificant domestic and interna-
tional investment, particularly
in the food and beverage, cos-
metics, pharmaceuticals and
industrial chemicals sectors.

“Last November, the pro-
cessing time for SPHM certi-
fication was reduced from 90
days to just 30 working days,

further  accelerating
the integration of com-
panies into the certi-
fied halal ecosystem.

“This efficiency not
only enhances investor
confidence but also ex- || f
pands opportun|t|es
for local and global
firms to participate * in
Penang’s rapidly growing halal
sector.

“With strong infrastructure,
government support and the
emergence of internationally
competitive companies, Pen-
ang is well on its way to be-
coming a leading halal hub in
Southeast Asia,” he said.

Mohamad also provided an
update about the ongoing de-
velopment of the International
Islamic College of Technology
(KITAB) in Bandar Cassia, Ba-
tu Kawan.

“Built on a 17.3-acre waqf
(endowment) land, the project
began its early earthworks
this year with an allocation of
RM5.7 million.

“Completion of this initial
phase is expected in the sec-
ond quarter of 2026, with
construction of the Masijid
Bandaraya Bandar Cassia
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Flounshing halal industry
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1to follow in the third
quarter of the same
year.

“This development
not only strengthens

the region’'s educa-
itmnal infrastructure
]_Y but also showcases

'J' the power of waqgf

a s “a sustainable and
competitive  instrument  for
community advancement, es-
pecially as Penang heads to-
ward 2030,” he added.

Mohamad added the state
government, through the Pen-
ang Islamic Religious Coun-
cil (MAINPP), has made
significant contributions to
the digital education eco-
system.

“On April 11, a total of |\ ¥

i

8,740 tablets were distrib-
uted to 263 primary and
secondary schools across
the state.

“This RM6.5 million ini-
tiative aims to provide digi-
tal textbooks to students from
B40 families, including those
categorised as asnaf (those
eligible to receive zakat or
tithe), poor and fisabilillah
(those working for Islam or
general good),” he said.

Money spent on welfare done with care

* from p1

“Let me be clear that ev-
ery cent spent on welfare was
spent with care, compassion,
and the belief that no one in
Penang should be left behind.

“And if that means draw-
ing down our savings to keep
families afloat, then | have no
regrets.

“But moving forward, we
must be strategic. We must be
targeted,” he said.

Giving much emphasis on
this issue, Chow concluded by
stating that it was important
that realistic measures be tak-
en to ensure that Penang’s fu-
ture remains just as secure as
its present.

Separately, Chow said the
Penang government has re-
corded a financial surplus
of RM65,273,903.20 as of
March 31.

“As of April 30, the Consoli-
dated Fund of the state govern-
ment amounted to RM1.535
billion, comprising RM199.22
million in the Consolidated Rev-
enue Account and RM1.33578
billion in the Consolidated Trust
Account,” he said.

He further noted that the
state’s unaudited financial
statement for 2024 reflected a
Consolidated Fund position of
RM1.38474 billion, compared
to RM1.46604 billion in 2023.

“This includes RM155.94
million in the Consolidat-
ed Revenue Account and
RM1.22880 billion in the
Consolidated Trust Account.

“The Consolidated Revenue
Account saw a decrease of
RM174.09 million compared
to 2023, while the Consolidat-
ed Trust Account increased by
RM92.79 million,” Chow said
in response to an oral question

from Goh Choon Aik (PH-Bukit
Tambun).

Chow also revealed that the
Penang government ended the
2024 financial year with a cur-
rent deficit of RM174.09 mil-
lion, significantly lower than
the RM358.80 million deficit
recorded in 2023.

“This deficit was due to
total revenue amounting to
RM810.46 million, compared
to operating expenditure of
RM719.55 million and a trans-
fer of RM265 million to the De-
velopment Fund.

“In addition, the state govern-
ment received an RM100 million
advance from the federal govern-
ment to support cash flow, which
contributed to the increase in the
Consolidated Trust Account,” he
added.

When asked by Gooi Hsiao Le-
ong (PH-Bukit Tengah) whether
the RM100 million was sufficient

to address cash flow issues,
Chow affirmed that it was.

He also addressed the mis-
conception that Penang is a
wealthy state due to its high in-
vestment records.

“Several parties, including the
federal government, assume we
are rich. While we continue to
attract investors, the taxes go
to the federal government. The
state only generates revenue
through land sales and spillover
effects from local economic ac-
tivities,” Chow said.

With his second and final term
set to conclude in 2028, Chow
has pledged to leave Penang in a
strong financial position, includ-
ing RM1 billion in reserves.

“I hope to hand over the
reins to my successor with the
state in a strong financial posi-
tion — battle-ready with RM1
billion in reserves,” Chow told
the assembly.

MSMES the
way forward
for state's
economy

THE Penang government un-
derscored its commitment to
developing micro, small, and
medium enterprises (MSMES)
by launching the 2024 Penang
Entrepreneur  Empowerment
Symposium at the Setia SPICE
Convention Centre.

In his winding-up speech at
the State Legislative Assem-
bly sitting, state Trade, Entre-
preneurial Development and
Rural Development Commit-
tee chairman Datuk Rashidi
Zinol (BN-Sungai Acheh) (pix)
described the symposium as
a strategic
platfor
m to unite
all  stake-
holders in
advancing
Penang’s
entrepre-
neurial
landscape.

“This
event was
not just a symposium—it is a
catalyst for change, collabo-
ration, and capacity build-
ing,” he said.

He emphasised that entre-
preneurship is a vital engine
of the national economy, con-
tributing significantly to job cre-
ation and economic resilience.

“Whether in the rural inte-
rior or in bustling cities, entre-
preneurs are nation-builders.
The state government stands
firm in its resolve to guide
them with clear direction, tar-
geted programmes and strate-

gic support.”
Themed “Empowering
MSMEs: Transforming En-

trepreneurs of Penang,” the
symposium aimed to promote
knowledge-sharing, foster
business innovation, and drive
sustainable growth, particular-
ly among rural and community-
based entrepreneurs.

The event was organised by
the Penang State Entrepreneur
Development and Rural Devel-
opment Division, in collabora-
tion with federal agencies and
industry stakeholders.

Rashidi also praised the
division’s proactive role in
strengthening the MSME eco-
system through outreach and
empowerment programmes.
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ITH 6.5% of the
global semiconduc-
tor industry, Penang

continues to strengthen its
position as the Silicon Valley
of the East.

In addition, the state account-
ed for RM71.9 billion out of
RM329.4 billion, or more than
20%, in Malaysia's approved in-
vestments last year.

Deputy Chief Minister Il Jag-
deep Singh Deo (PH-Datok Kera-
mat) said this success is driven
by the state’s strong industrial
ecosystem, modern infrastruc-
ture, and effective collabora-
tion between the government,
private sector and educational
institutions.

“We are committed to en-
hancing our competitiveness by
continuing investments in tech-
nical training, STEM education,
and strategic partnerships with
multinationals (MNCs).

“As of 2024, the Northern
Corridor Economic Region (NC-
ER) recorded RM42.76 billion
in realised investments and cre-
ated nearly 9,000 jobs.

“In early 2025, another
RM13.3 billion in investments
and over 3,000 new jobs were
created, supporting our long-
term target of training 60,000
engineers by 2030,” Jagdeep
(pix) said in his winding-up-
speech at the State Legislative
Assembly sitting recently.

In other developments, he
also stressed that the state
was actively broadening access
to STEM (Science, Technology,
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Engineering and Mathe-
matics) and TVET (Tech-
nical and Vocational
Education and Training),
especially for rural and
B40 communities.

“To  date, over
46,000 rural and
B40 TVET gradu
ates have achieved *
90% employability rate for
three consecutive years.

“Initiatives like Penang Young
Innovators (PYI), outreach pro-
grammes, mobile labs, and
school visits, including to Tech
Dome, which has welcomed
over one million visitors, ensure

TTaF

- that no student is left
behind.

“Our Penang STEM
Talent Blueprint aims
to transform educa

in STEM, create value
in  manufacturing,
and empower the in-
" A dustrial ecosystem,”
he added.

Jagdeep also stated that the
state works closely with indus-
tries to align TVET with market
needs.

“Penang’s TVET centres are
equipped with modern facilities,
simulator labs, hightech equip-
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Ruling and Opposition members coming together for a group photo after the State Legislative Assembly sitting was adjourned sine die.

Steps taken to address Pantai Esen pollution

THE Silicon Island Development
Sdn Bhd (SIDSB), the developer
appointed by the state govern-
ment for the Silicon Island proj-
ect, has conducted additional
analysis on seawater quality
following pollution complaints at
Pantai Esen.

State Housing and Environ-
ment Committee chairman
Datuk Seri Sundarajoo Somu
(PH-Perai) said this during his
winding-up speech at the State
Legislative Assembly sitting re-
cently.

According to Sundarajoo (pix),
the nitrate level in the area was
found to be very high, and it is
believed to have been caused by
upstream pollution,particularly
from the discharge of domestic
sewage and inadequately treat-

ed wastewater.

“The state government,
through the state Department
of Irrigation and Drainage (DID),
will implement the ‘Green River
Programme’ aimed at restor-
ing river water quality from the
upstream areas to a healthier
condition.

“In addition, the state gov-
ermment, through SIDSB, has
appointed an environmental
consultant to conduct a compre-
hensive study and recommend
appropriate short- and long-term
mitigation measures.

“Other proactive steps include
carrying out manual cleaning
work in affected coastal areas,
as well as organising engage-
ment sessions with residents
and responsible stakeholders.

“The implementation of these
actions is being closely moni-
tored by Penang Infrastructure
Corporation Sdn Bhd (a special
purpose vehicle company of the
state government), serving as
the executing agency and prima-
ry overseer of the related project.

On another note, Sundarajoo

suggested the Penang Hindu En-
dowment Board (PHEB) should
be given a bigger role in solving
land ownership problems involv-
ing heritage temples.

“I would also like to take this
opportunity to emphasise that
there is absolutely no need for
any party to label or deem any
house of worship as ‘haram’ (il-
legal).

“Houses of worship, which
are a heritage regardless of reli-
gion, are symbols of history and
the legacy of communities that
have collectively built this coun-
try since before independence.
They deserve respect, not dis-
pute.

“Since being entrusted as
part of the state government
administration, | have tried to

hening Penang’s future

ment and free internet access.
“We are also collaborating
with institutions like PSDC (Pen-
ang Skills Development Centre)
to modernise training curricu-
lum, supported by national agen-
cies like MITI and the Education
Ministry. Over 4,500 TVET pro-
grammes have benefitted more
than 500,000 students so far.
“Grants and incentives from
InvestPenang and PSDC help
institutions offer training that
matches industry standards.
Our Train & Place’ and Penang
Internship Subsidy Programmes
further bridge education and
employment,” he added.

resolve the issue of land owner-
ship for at least seven heritage
temples around Penang. This
was done through cooperation
with temple groups, private
landowners and the Non-lslamic
Houses of Worship Committee
(RIBI) led by Sungai Pinang as-
semblyman Lim Siew Khim.

“Some of the successes in-
clude a private company grant-
ing land ownership to a temple
in Jelutong, the purchase of land
for a temple in Penanti Estate
and arranging leasehold land for
a temple in Tasek Gelugor.

“| agree with the views of the
YB Bukit Tengah (Gooi Hsiao
Leung) and YB Batu Uban (A.
Kumaresan), we should look at
these matters objectively and
not emotionally,” he added.
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Cap Feri rice in high demand

Cap Feri rice,
Tlaunched by the Penang
government last Decem-
ber, has received overwhelm-
ing response from the public.
This was evident at the re-
cent Agro Madani sales carnival
where stocks of Cap Feri fre-
guently sold out within just two
hours.

State Agrotechnology, Food
Security and Cooperative De-
velopment Committee  chair-
man Fahmi Zainol (pix) said
that as of March 20, a total of
16,000 bags of rice, weighing
80 metric tonnes, had been
sold. The sales have generated
RM272,000 in revenue.

Responding to a question
from Izhar Shah Arif Shah (PN-
Seberang Jaya) on the effective-
ness of the programme during
the Penang State Legislative As-
sembly sitting on May 20, Fahmi
(PH-Pantai Jerejak) said the Cap
Feri rice is distributed through
Agro MADANI Sales events or-
ganised by the Federal Agricul-
tural Marketing Authority (Fama),
the Farmers’ Organisation Au-
thority (LPP) and the Malaysian
Fisheries Development Authority
(LKIM).

Sold at between RM15 and
RM17 per 5kg pack, Cap Feri
rice is currently among the most
affordable brands in the market.

It is specifically targeted at the
B40 group and has benefited an
estimated 48,000 individuals in
its first three months.

“The rice has become a star
product at these events, with
each location typically allocated
at least 500 packs — all of
which are usually snapped up

within two hours,” Fahmi (pix)
said, speaking on behalf of Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

In his winding-up speech the
following day, Fahmi highlighted
a sharp rise in tuna landings in
Penang.

“In 2023, tuna landings to-
talled 177,000 kg with an es-
timated value of RM3.19 mil-
lion. This figure has more than
doubled in 2024, with 431,000
kg landed, worth approximately
RM7.76 million.

“This impressive growth re-
flects the state’s strong poten-
tial to become a central hub for
tuna landing and processing, not
just for the domestic market but
also internationally,” he said.

Fahmi added the Penang gov-
ernment is committed to long-
term strategies to boost this
industry by enhancing facilities,
infrastructure, logistics and sup-
port services.

“The state government is
evaluating several sites to estab-
lish a new tuna landing port. We
view the industry as a key driver

of economic and social
development, creat-
ing new job opportuni-
ties and encouraging
downstream indus-
tries such as high- teoh
tuna processing cen-
tres.”

In response to
concerns raised by lo-
cal farmers about fraud and
exploitation involving Penang du-
rians, Fahmi said the state gov-
ernment has forged a strategic
partnership with Mimos Berhad
to develop a smart “Track and
Trace” technology platform.

“This initiative will provide
endto-end monitoring of locally
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grown durians to en-
hance transparency and

“This digital solution
is expected to improve
operational  efficiency,
ensure regulatory com-

pliance and protect
y the integrity of Pen-

ang’s durian industry,”
he added.

Fahmi emphasised that this
move is part of broader efforts
by the state government to
strengthen the durian industry
and safeguard the interests of
local growers.

Fahmi also shared updates
on the state’s APEX Project, an

ambitious initiative targeting lo-
cal farmers.

“The initiative  involves
the creation of a pilot farm
equipped with a controlled en-
vironment system.

“This includes greenhous-
es, automated ventilation
and screening systems, plant
growth drivers, cartridge sys-
tems, centralised control sys-
tems, seedling propagation
infrastructure, and a dedicated
research laboratory.

“This project also aims to
nurture young talent in the ag-
ricultural sector and support in-
novation in sustainable farming
practices,” he said.

State Speaker Datuk Seri Law Choo Kiang (seated, left) making a toast to Ong Ah Teong (PH-Batu
Lancang, seated, fourth from left) during a recess. Earlier, Law had instructed Ong to apologise to
party comrade Lim Siew Khim (PH-Sungai Pinang, seated, third from left) over a premature online

posting of a Q&A answer.

State’s tourism outlook shines

LATEST data on Penang’'s
tourism sector shows posi-
tive progress in the post-Co-
vid-19 period.

According to state Tourism
and Creative Economy Com-
mittee chairman Wong Hon
Wai, the sector has not only
recovered but has even sur-
passed the levels achieved
before the pandemic.

“Based on statistical data
obtained from Tourism Malay-
sia, the number of tourists
staying in hotels across the
state in 2024 recorded an im-

pressive figure of 8,237,072
people.

“This number represents
a 28.9% increase compared
to the record in 2019, which
was 6,389,996 tourists,”
Wong (pix) said during his
winding-up speech in the re-
cent State Legislative Assem-
bly Sitting.

Meanwhile, the state’s
iconic tourist landmark, Pen-
ang Hill, also recorded an
excellent performance in the
first quarter of 2025.

“A total of 426,308 visi-

tors were recorded, surpass-
ing the number of visitors
in the first quarter of 2019,
which was 421,027.

“This marks an increase of
5,281 people, or 1.3%.

“This growth clearly proves
Penang’s appeal as an inter-
national tourist destination,
thanks to the strong collabo-
ration between the state gov-
ernment, tourism agencies
and industry players who re-
main committed to elevating
this sector,” said Wong (PH-
Paya Terubong).

Penang also achieved a
major milestone in the busi-
ness events tourism sector in
2024, generating an Estimat-
ed Economic Impact (EEI) of
RM1.29 billion from hosting
over 2,000 events with more
than 300,000 delegates in
attendance.

Wong said this remarkable
feat was achieved thanks to
the efforts by the state and
the Penang Convention and
Exhibition Bureau (PCEB).

Wong also added that the
state was in the process of

bidding for 27 other interna-
tional events to be held in
Penang in the future.



ITH different areas
facing different prob-
lems, it is not possi-

ble to implement welfare poli-
cies in a uniform manner, says
state Social Development,
Welfare, and Non-Islamic Reli-
gious Affairs Committee chair-
man Lim Siew Khim.

As such, Lim (PH-Sungai
Pinang) said the “Jelajah
Manfaat Rakyat” programme
was launched last year to fur-
ther strengthen the state’s
welfare agenda in line with
her portfolio.

According to Lim, the pro-
gramme involves community
outreach efforts to assist the
hardcore poor, individuals liv-
ing in extremely challenging
conditions, and those who
have been left out of existing
aid systems.

“The main objective of this
outreach is to assess the real
needs of communities at the
grassroots level and to ensure
that the state government’s
policies are truly inclusive and
responsive.

“Through this tour, | ob-
served that each constituency
faces unique challenges and

welfare outreach

has different support
needs.

“Some areas re-
quire special focus
on issues affecting
senior citizens and
persons with dis-
abilities, while oth-
ers are dealing
with income loss, N
inadequate housmgf‘ and
challenges related to health-
care and children's education.

“So, | believe that the wel-
fare policies cannot be imple-
mented in a uniform manner.
They must be localised and
tailored to the specific socio-
economic context of each ar-

a,” Lim said during her wind-

ing-up speech at the State
Legislative Assembly sitting
recently.

Lim (pix) added that the

a visit; it serves as a
1 platform for in-depth
discussions with lo-
cal leaders, including
state assemblymen
and grassroots or-
ganisations such as
the Village Commu-
nity Management
7 Council (MPKK), the
“Women and Fam-
ily Development Committee
(JPWK) and the Penang Youth
Committee (JBPP).

“The most effective way to
ensure every state welfare ini-
tiative truly benefits those in
need is by going to the grass-
roots, engaging directly with
the people.

“Most importantly, this tour
series goes beyond political
interest; it includes even the
constituencies of the opposi-
tion, because our guiding prin-
ciple is clear, that is no citizen

should ever be marginalised’.

“In early May, my team to-
gether with the state Social
Welfare Department (JKM)
and Pinang Tunggal state as-
semblyman Bukhori Ghazali
brought this programme to the
Pinang Tunggal constituency.

“We visited a total of sev-
en households, where we
identified several pressing is-
sues requiring follow-up, and
among them, applications for
home repair assistance, flood
mitigation efforts, and access
to necessary medical treat-
ment,” she said.

Lim also reaffirmed that the
visit demonstrates the state’s
welfare agenda is inclusive
and transcends  political
boundaries, reflecting the prin-
ciple that no Penangite should
be left behind in development
and social support.

Meanwhile, Lim also shared

that the homeless transit cen-
tre follows strict guidelines,
accepting contributions only in
kind, such as dry goods and
clothing, for the benefit of its
residents.

“The homeless transit cen-
tre has never accepted dona-
tions in the form of cash. Ac-
cording to existing guidelines,
the centre is not required to
provide food to residents.

“However, through close
collaboration with 546 stra-
tegic partners, including non-
governmental  organisations
(NGOs), individuals and Mu-
tiara Foodbank, we have suc-
cessfully ensured a steady
supply of food for residents at
the centre," she said.

“Jelajan  Manfaat Rakyat”
programme is more than just
I'q
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2 to 4 parking lots, RM550 per sqft

Milenium Baru Sdn Bhd [202101014154(1414454-M}]
Tuin Pavilion, Solok Zoo 1, Kampung Cantik, 11500 Ayer Itam, Penang

| Tel:012-589 2232 |

Unit sizes from 1,172sqft - 1,592sqft, 3 to 4 bedrooms,

www.tuanpavilion.com

Developer Licence No.: 30926/12-2029/0269A) - Validity Period: 03/12/2024 - 02/12/2029 -Advertising and Sales Permit No.: 30926-1/03-2028/0258{N)-{5] - Validity Period: 27/03/2025 - 26/03/2028 - Expected Completion Date: January 2028 -
Building Plan Approved By: Majlis Bandaraya Pulau Pinang - Reference No.: MBPF.OSC-PBSTE2024 - Total Units: 260 - Unit Types: A, Al, B - Selling Price: RM 744,000 (Min], RM395,000 {Max)

All drawings and illustrations contained in this advertisement are merely artist” s impressions. All plans, specifications, measurements, and information provided are subject to changes, corrections, and modifications as required by the
relevant authorities or the project architect without prior notice to the purchaser and shall not be considered part of any offer or contract.
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N.26 PADANG KOTA N.09 BAGAN DALAM N.01 PENAGA )
YAB Chow Kon Yeow T) 04 - 226 0218 YB Kumaran Krishnan @ Calvin T) 04 - 313 1002 YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah (M
howkon w nan v.m F) 04 - 226 0218 ndalamn0?2@gmail.com F
N.13 BERAPIT Fe ko Gnazai oAt m
N.37 BATU MAUNG . ukhori azali
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YB M i
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gooizisen@penang.gov.my
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Hadiah:

Pertama: RM700
Kedua: RM500

RM300

Pertandingan Melukis Poster - 2

% PERANE P — -
S (A DO @PENANG)

1. Berumur 13 tahun dan ke atas.

2. Peraduan dibuka dari 1 April hingga 30 Jun 2025,

3. Bebas menggunakan sebarang jenis bahan mewarna.
4. Saiz kertas lukisan adalah A3 (29.7 cm x 42 cm).
5
b
7

Nama:

. Lukisan grafik dan adaptasi menggunakan komputer adalah tidak dibenarkan. Kad Pengena[an:
. Lukisan dan idea adalah hasil ciptaan sendiri.

. Karya perlu bertemakan ‘Sungai Khazanah Negara’.
Diwajibkan untuk sertakan logo PenangZD30 dan Buletin Mutiara dalam karya.

Alamat:

8. Borang butiran peribadi peserta perlu ditampal di bahagian belakang karya,

9. Penyertaan ahli keluarga terdekat barisan penganjur adalah tidak sah, No. Telefon : (Rumah}
10. Hasil karya adalah hak milik penganjur, {Bimhit}
1. Sebarang pertanyaan, sila hubungi 04-6505704 / 5705

12. Alamatkan semua borang penyertaan ke: Emel: »
Pertandingan Melukis Poster - 172025,

Tingkat 47 KOMTAR, 10503 Pulau Pinang. (Pastikan semua butiran diisi dengan lengkap).
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SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAIPEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

Zuraida Mohamad Arshad

019 -464 3674

MBSP 2025
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
METE 05 - 289 7959 Kewarganegaraan
A Rahi 012 - 579 9600 . .
Zman kanim 1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut Penyelia 013 - 449 0366
& Seberang Perai Bahagian
Benson Neoh Kah Wei 012 - 402 0923 Selatan Kewarganegaraan
2. K. Velan Barat Daya 018 -394 4537
Bernard Cheen Goon 012 - 402 0923 .
ool (Pegawai Pembantu)
Chong Wei Hoong 012 - 484 9693 3. Joseph Tan Seberang Perai K. Pejabat BallljagllanP. 012 - 470 3880
(Pegawai Pembantu) Utara cwargancgaraan rulau finang,
Tingkat 44, KOMTAR
Dato’ Omar Haji Abdul 019 - 577 0800 4. K. Dasirani Seberang Perai 04 - 650 5105 012 -412 2375
hiamid (Pegawai Pembantu) Tengah
Datuk Mohd Noor 019 -4731172 5. N. Vasanthakumari Komtar 04 - 650 5105
ATee (Pembantu Tadbir)
Heng Yeh Shivan 016 -261 2460 Nota:
Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.
Lim Eng Nam 016- 411 4400 SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS [ | |
MBPP 2025 B T )
! 1
1
Linggeswaran a/l 013 - 419 9071 Nama Telefon ] E D ITO R I A I- !
Charmar i :
MBPP 04 - 259 2020 : Editors : :
Lim Chee Chien 012- 521 9894 Alan Lim Wei Lun 017 - 343 3995 : Ong Kok Hoay (English) :
! Tan Kean Ming (Chinese) !
Beniji Ang Ming Quan 012 - 423 3227 : G. Revatic (Tamil) 1
1
. q ~ ! 1
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LANNING permission
Pfor all foreign workers’

dormitory projects will
only be granted if all criteria
have been fully met.

During the recent State
Legislative Assembly sitting,

state Local Government and
Town & Country Planning Com-
mittee chairman Jason H’'ng
Mooi Lye (PH-Jawi) said the
conditions included the Social
Impact Assessment (SIA).

He defended the state gov-
ernment’s decision to pro-
ceed with approved projects,
emphasising these develop-
ments are expected to bring
more benefits than harm, es-
pecially in light of the current
scattered and unregulated
living conditions of foreign
workers in residential areas
across the state.

“This situation often leads
to social problems and pub-
lic nuisance. In contrast, the
development of Centralised
Labour Quarters (CLQ) will
assist the authorities in bet-

ter managing foreign workers
in the state,” he said in his
winding-up speech.

H'ng's explanation came
in response to an objection
raised by Mohamad Shukor
Zakaria (PN-Pulau Betong)
concerning a proposed proj-
ect to house some 32,000
foreign workers in his con-
stituency.

However, H'ng (pix) rebut-
ted the claim and advised
Mohamad Shukor to do his

“homework”, pointing
out the project had al-
ready been terminated
by the developer in
May last year, a deci-
sion announced in a
previous State Assem- [}
bly session.

In a spontaneou
interjection, Chief 2
Minister Chow Kon Yeow
echoed H'ng’'s statement,
clarifying that Mohamad Shu-
kor had confused two differ-
ent applications.

“Initially, there were two
applications — one for a dor-
mitory project to accommo-
date 32,000 workers which
was later withdrawn, and
another for 7,000 workers,
which was approved,” Chow
explained.

According to H'ng, Penang
has seven workers’ dormi-
tory projects under construc-
tion, while another nine have
already received planning ap-
proval.

On Penang island, 279

, buildings have been
permitted to operate
as Temporary Labour
Quarters (TLQ), most
+ | of which are located

= within residential ar-
eas. Only three are

CLQO plans under tight scrutiny

governments, implemented
through the local authorities.
“This initiative offers stalls
at affordable rental rates -
just RM100 per month under
MBPP and RM120 under the
Seberang Perai City Council

commercial build- (MBSP) - which is well below
rlngs and one is a the federal government’s rent-
%factory al cap of RM300,” he said.
In Seberang Perai, 714

buildings have TLQ permits.
These include 571 commer-

Breakdown of foreign
workers by nationality

cial units, along with seven 1. Bangladesh — 54,390
hotels, 78 factories and 58 2. Nepal - 35,126
residential buildings. 3. Indonesia- 29,793
H'ng also disclosed that 4. Myanmar- 24,370
Penang currently has a total 5. India- 5,011
of 155,225 registered foreign 6. Philippines — 2,152
workers — 63,678 on the is- 7. Pakistan- 1,642
land and 91,547 on the main- 8. Vietnam - 1,455
land. Of these, 117,534 are 9. Thailand - 862
men and 37,691 are women.  10. Sri Lanka- 229
Bangladesh tops the list 11. Cambodia - 156
with 54,390 foreign workers. 12. China - 22
Responding to queries re- 13. Laos - 16
garding the MyKiosk hawker 14. Uzbekistan — 1
stall initiative, H'ng said the
programme is ajoint effort be-  Total 155,225

tween the federal and Penang
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NEWS“

Penang mulls brldge option

HE state government is
Treconsndenng the pro-

posed design for the Pen-
ang Third Link.

“We may potentially replace
the initially planned undersea
tunnel with a bridge crossing
the Penang Strait,” state Infra-
structure, Transport, and Digital
Committee chairman Zairil Khir
Johari said.

Responding to a query by
Lee Khai Loon (PH-Machang
Bubuk) during the recent State
Legislative Assembly sitting,
Zairil (PH-Tanjong Bunga) in his
winding-up speech, explained
the shift in direction was part of
a broader effort to ensure the
feasibility, sustainability and
longterm benefits of the infra-
structure project.

“We are currently evaluating
a proposal to revise the original
design of the Penang Third Link.

“Instead of the previously
proposed undersea tunnel, we
are now studying the viability
of constructing a bridge to con-
nect the island and the main-
land,” he said.

Zairil (pix) added the state
government has not made a fi-
nal decision and that thorough
studies are still underway.

“The implementation study
is in progress.

“Only once the study is com-
pleted will we proceed with final-
ising a new design.

“This is a critical infrastruc-
ture project, and we want to
make sure every angle is thor-
oughly considered, from engi-
neering feasibility and environ-
mental impact to cost-effective-
ness,” he added.

He also noted that a Traffic
Impact Assessment (TIA) will
be conducted after the concep-
tual design is finalised, ensur-
ing that the project integrates
smoothly with the regjon’s long-

Going digital in sports

IN keeping with current devel-
opments, the state govern-
ment is taking proactive steps
to digitalise its sports sector.

State Youth, Sports and
Health Committee chairman
Daniel Gooi Zi Sen explained
that the digjtalisation push goes
beyond just promoting sports on
social media platforms.

"It includes
the adoption of
technology in
organisational
management, live
broadcasting  of
sporting  events,
and the use of
modern tools to
evaluate athlete
performance.”

“These  mea-
sures aim to en-
sure that sports
organisations in Penang are
managed efficiently and trans-
parently with broad stakeholder
involvement,” Gooi (PH-Padang
Lalang) said in his winding-up
speech at the recent State Leg-

islative Assembly sitting,.

Gooi (pix) added effective gov-
ernance and transparent man-
agement would help curb abuse
of power and corruption in the
sports industry, thereby increas-
ing confidence among potential
stakeholders and encouraging
continued investment in Pen-
ang’s sports sector.

“Furthermore,
the Penang govern-
ment maintains a
strict zero-tolerance
policy towards any
form of disruption
in the development
of sports within the
state.

“In line with the
Safe Sports Code
' recommended
by the Youth and
Sports Ministry and
the Olympic Agenda 2025, | urge
all involved, directly or indirectly,
to foster a safe sporting environ-
ment free from abuse, harass-
ment and violence,” he said.

Penang, he emphasised,

term urban planning
and transportation
needs.

“We are taking a
careful, evidence-
based approach to
this.

“The TIA is es- <
sential to under-
stand the project’s
effect on traffic patterns and
congestion, especially given
the increasing demand for effi-
cient interconnectivity between
Seberang Perai and the island,”
Zairil said.

The Penang Third Link has
been a subject of public inter-
est and debate for years, with
concerns ranging from cost and
construction timeline to envi-

b ]
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% ;
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ronmental impact and
urban development.

While the original
plan involved a 7.2km
undersea tunnel, the
first of its kind in Malay-
sia, mounting logistical

_and financial chal-
. lenges have led the

" state to reassess its
options.

Zairil reassured the public that
transparency and public interest
remain at the heart of the state’s
decision-making process.

“We are committed to de-
livering infrastructure that not
only meets the state’s devel
opment goals but also serves
the people efficiently. Whatever
decision we make, it will be

backed by solid data, public
consultation, and long-term val-
ue,” he said.

Separately, Zairil said Rapid-
Penang plans to expand its
Rapid On-Demand (ROD) ser-
vice to seven more zones in
phases.

These zones include Bayan
Baru, Bukit Mertajam, AEON
Permatang Tinggi, Batu Kawan,
Bertam, Balik Pulau, and USM
Transkrian, using an additional
19 vans.

Wong Yuee Harng (PH-Peng-
kalan Kota) proposed that the
ROD waiting time be reduced to
between five and eight minutes.

Wong also suggested that
the number of vans in existing
ROD zones be increased.

L

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow leading his team, comprising Deputy Chief Minister | Datuk Dr
Mohamad Abdul Hamid (right), Deputy Chief Minister Il Jagdeep Singh Deo (left), and exco members
Lim Siew Khim (second row, left), Jason H'ng Mooi Lye (second row, second from left), Daniel Gooi
(second row, right), Datuk Seri Sundarajoo Somu (third row, right) as well as State Secretary Datuk
Zulkifli Long (second row, second from right), to the State Legislative Assembly sitting.

places strong importance on cre-
ating a sporting ecosystem that
is safe and nurturing, particularly
in the educational, athletic and
social domains.

“This commitment helps en-
sure the sustainability and integ-
rity of the sports sector, while
promoting a healthy image to the
public,” he added.

Touching on grassroots foot-
ball, Gooi highlighted Penang
FC's collaborations with talent
development institutions, includ-
ing the Akademi Wira Muda (for
under-10 players), Sekolah Su-
kan Mutiara Impian (for under-17
athletes) and relevant District
Training Centres (PLDs).

“These partnerships reflect
Penang FC’s longterm commit-

ment to comprehensive grass-
roots development,” he added.

Shifting to public health, Gooi
addressed the issue of vape and
electronic cigarettes, reaffirming
the Penang government’'s firm
stance on the matter.

“We support the ban on the
use of ecigarettes or vape prod-
ucts, particularly among mi-
nors,” he said, adding the state
does not encourage the sale of
smoking-related products, align-
ing with its goal to safeguard
public health.

“The state government is cur-
rently reviewing enforcement
mechanisms and designing
strategies to reduce vape usage
across Penang.

“This issue must be ap

proached strategically to prevent
the emergence of illicit markets
and smuggling activities,” Gooi
warned.

The regulation of vape and
electronic cigarette supply falls
under the Control of Smoking
Products for Public Health Act
2024 (Act 852) which is cur
rently in the product registration
phase. Enforcement is set to be-
ginon Oct 1.

Gooi also assured that if
the enforcement of Act 852
does not yield positive re-
sults, the state government
is prepared to consider a full
ban on the sale of electronic
cigarettes or vape products
to safeguard the health of
Penangites.



Deputy Chief Minister Il Jagdeep Singh Deo (left-Datok Exco member Wong Hon Wai taking part in the Q&A session during the State Legislative Assembly sitting,
Keramat) and Perikatan Nasional's Azmi Alang (right-Telok which is presided over by State Speaker Datuk Seri Law Choo Kiang.

Ayer Tawar) hugging each other after being involved in a )
language dispute at the State Legislative Assembly sitting. I . \ l

A

State Financial Officer Datuk Zabidah Safar (left) and State Legal
Adviser Wan Nor Sakina Saad enjoying a break during the Assembly.

L A= v

r‘ - , A (From left) Pakatan Harapan's

a ﬁ1 e Connie Tan Hooi Peng (Seri

] 'k L Delima), Kumaran Krishnan

?’ “_t . . (Bagan Dalam), Fahmi Zainol

== i (Pantai Jerejak), Teh Lai Heng
(Komtar) and Wong Yuee Harng
(Pengkalan Kota) showing bags
of the popular Cap Feri rice, which
are frequently sold out within
two hours at Agro MADANI sales

4 carnivals.

<lIzhar Shah Arif Shah (PN-Seberang Jaya,
standing right) engaging in a heated debate
over Cap Feri rice after being dissatisfied with
an answer given by state Agrotechnology,
Food Security and Cooperative Development
Committee chairman Fahmi Zainol (PH-Pantai
Jerejak).

== -y 8 YB GOOI HSIABHL EUNG
Ry T L ; 3 N.17 - BURIT TENGAH

*ﬂ Gooi Hsiao Leung (PH-Bukit Tengah) delivering a point with
enthusiasm during the State Legislative Assembly sitting.
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