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ENANG is an ideal gateway to
PAsean markets, says Chief Min-
ister Chow Kon Yeow.

Speaking at the launch of the Asean
Business Advisory Council (ASEAN-BAC)
Malaysia Chairmanship 2025 recently,
Chow highlighted Penang’s strategic po-
sition as a key player in Asean trade and
investment.

“With its location at the crossroads
of major shipping lanes, Penang’'s mari-
time connectivity has bolstered trade
and investment not only within the state
but across the northern region of Penin-
sular Malaysia,” Chow said.

He emphasised Penang’s importance
as the northern gateway to the Melaka
Strait, one of the busiest and most criti-
cal sea lanes globally.

“The Melaka Strait connects the Indi-
an Ocean to the South China Sea, com-
plemented by the high-traffic Singapore
Strait, positioning Malaysia as a hub for
diverse shipping activities,” he added.

Chow also noted Penang’s robust air
transport network as a catalyst for its
pivotal role in Asean.

“As intra-regional travel and air con-
nectivity continue to grow, Asean na-
tions are modernising and expanding
their airports.

“From Thailand’s new Satellite Termi-
nal at Suvarnabhumi to Vietnam's ex-
pansion of Noi Bai International Airport,
this dynamic growth presents a signifi-
cant opportunity for Penang,” he added.

The ongoing upgrades at Penang In-
ternational Airport are seen as a critical
step in enhancing connectivity, facilitat-
ing seamless travel, and fostering eco-
nomic integration within Asean.
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Chow expressed his pride in Penang
being selected as the launch venue and
an integral participant in ASEAN-BAC
2025.

The event was graced by Yang di-
Pertua Negeri Tun Ahmad Fuzi Abdul
Razak and his consort Toh Puan Khadi-
jah Mohd Nor.

To commemorate the launch, a flag
handover ceremony symbolised the
transition of ASEAN-BAC leadership.

Laos, represented by its chairman
Oudet Souvannavong, handed the Ase-
an flag to Malaysia’s chairman, Tan Sri
Nazir Razak.

The ceremony was witnessed by Ah-
mad Fuzi, Chow, and representatives
from other Asean countries.

Chow also highlighted Asean’s piv-
otal role in global trade, contributing
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7% of the world’s total trade.

He noted that Asean remained a
key trading partner for Malaysia in
2023, accounting for US$160 billion
(RM721 billion) or 27.3% of the na-
tion’s total trade.

Major Asean export destinations
included Singapore, Thailand and
Vietnam, which collectively made up
78.5% of Malaysia's regional exports.

Chow also aligned Penang’s initia-
tives with Malaysia’s National Semi-
conductor Strategy (NSS) and the New
Industrial Master Plan 2030 (NIMP
2030).

“The Penang Silicon Design @5km+
initiative is set to revolutionise Malay-
sia’s semiconductor industry, focusing
on integrated circuit design, advanced
packaging, and equipment manufac-

turing,” he said.

Meanwhile, Nazir, in his speech, ex-
pressed Malaysia’s honour and excite-
ment to assume the ASEAN-BAC 2025
chairmanship.

“We take the baton from ASEAN-
BAC Laos, which, under the leadership
of my good friend Oudet Souvanna-
vong, demonstrated that nothing is im-
possible with dedication,” Nazir said.

Themed “Unifying Markets for
Shared Prosperity”, ASEAN-BAC 2025
aims to promote integration, sustain-
ability and inclusivity through impactful
projects and initiatives.

The evening concluded with a sump-
tuous dinner and vibrant traditional
performances, reflecting the rich cul-
tural heritage of Asean and the spirit
of regional unity.
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XCITING days are
Eahead for the thriving
Batu Kawan area follow-
ing plans to transform it into a
medical and commercial hub.

This landmark development
for Penang follows the signing
of the Master Purchase and De-
velopment Agreement (Master
PDA) between Fajarbaru Builder
Group Bhd (FBG) and the Pen-
ang Development Corporation
(PDC).

Dubbed Penang MediCity,
this visionary project will re-
shape the region’s economic
landscape, create tens of thou-
sands of jobs and bolster the
state’s position as a premier
destination for healthcare and
innovation.

Spread across 235.81 acres
in Bandar Cassia, Penang Medi-
City will be developed in phases,
with Phase One covering 51.17
acres.

This initial phase will prioritise
a cutting-edge urban enclave in-
tegrating healthcare, residential,
retail and commercial compo-
nents.

FBG group executive chair-
man Tan Sri Chan Kong Choy
shared ambitious projections for
Phase One, anticipating an RM2
billion contribution to Penang’s
gross domestic product (GDP)
upon completion.

“The development is expect-
ed to generate tens of thou-
sands of jobs, spanning sectors
such as construction, health-
care, retail and more.

“This mixed-development
ecosystem goes beyond eco-
nomic growth.

“Medi-City will position Pen-
ang as a competitive, forward-
thinking hub that attracts busi-
nesses and residents from
across Malaysia and beyond,”
said Chan during the signing cer-
emony recently.

Chan emphasised that the
MediCity initiative aligns with
Penang’'s longterm vision of
becoming an international medi-
cal hub, equipped with compre-
hensive medical facilities and
modern, holistic healthcare so-
lutions.

Phase One will feature a
200-bed specialist hospital, ac-
counting for 30% of the develop-
ment area.

The remaining land will host

(Seated from left) Pelaburan Hartanah Berhad chief executive offlcer and Group managing director Mohamad Damshal Awang Damit, state Social
Development, Welfare and Non-Islamic Religious Affairs Committee chairman Lim Siew Khim, Chow, Ahmad Fuzi, Aziz, Chan and Kuan are all
smiles following the signing ceremony.

a mix of residential, commercial
and infrastructure projects, cre-
ating a balanced ecosystem that
caters to both local and interna-
tional visitors.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
highlighted the immense poten-
tial of Penang Medi-City to boost
local employment and comple-
ment Batu Kawan’'s growing in-
dustrial zone.

“The ripple effects of this

development will be immense,
from job creation during con-
struction to longterm employ-
ment opportunities in healthcare
and related industries.

“It is a step forward for Pen-
ang’s economic resilience and
global competitiveness,” Chow
said.

The Master PDA, signed
between FBG group chief ex-
ecutive officer Datuk Seri Eric

Kuan Khian Leng and PDC chief
executive officer Datuk Aziz Ba-
kar, was witnessed by Yang di-
Pertua Negeri Tun Ahmad Fuzi
Abdul Razak and Chow.

FBG and PDC have already
attracted key strategic part-
ners, including Pelaburan
Hartanah Berhad (PHB), Cel-
laax Therapy, KJTS Group Ber-
had, and Solarvest Energy
Sdn Bhd, to participate in the

Medi-City project.

With three development phas-
es planned, Penang MediCity
will eventually encompass four
private hospitals and a wide ar-
ray of residential and commer-
cial facilities.

While details of the remaining
184.64 acres are yet to be dis-
closed, the excitement around
this transformative project con-
tinues to build.

THE Northern Heart Hospital
(NHH), the first and only dedi-
cated cardiac and vascular
specialist hospital in Penang
and the northern region of
Malaysia, officially opened its
doors to serve both local and
international patients.

Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun Ah-
mad Fuzi Abdul Razak officiated
the grand opening of the state-
ofthe-art facility, located on Peel
Avenue, Pulau Tikus recently.

Also present were Penang
Youth, Sports and Health Com-
mittee chairman Daniel Gooi Zi
Sen, state Housing and Envi-
ronment Committee chairman
Datuk Seri Sundarajoo Somu,
NHH chairman Tunku Besar Seri
Menanti Tunku Ali Redhauddin
Tuanku Muhriz, NHH chief ex-
ecutive officer Kelen Leong Choy
Fun, NHH consultant cardiologist
Dr Tan Chiang Soo and NHH con-
sultant cardiothoracic surgeon
Prof Datuk Dr Basheer Ahamed
Abdul Kareem, among others.

NHH aims to provide special-
ised and comprehensive care for
patients with cardiovascular con-
ditions, offering a wide array of
advanced cardiac, vascular and
cardiothoracic diagnostic and
treatment services.

In his keynote address, Gooi
highlighted the transformative
impact of NHH on healthcare in
Penang and Malaysia as a whole.

“The launch of the Northern
Heart Hospital marks a pivotal

NHH, a milestone in advanced cardiac care

The Northern Heart
Hospital aims to

provide specialised
and comprehensive
care for patients

with cardiovascular
conditions.

moment in the evolution of car-

diovascular care in Penang and
Malaysia.

“This facility not only enhanc-
es our ability to address complex
cardiac conditions locally but
also solidifies Penang’s stand-
ing as a premier destination for
medical tourism,” he said.

Gooi emphasised the synergy
between healthcare and tour-
ism, stating that Penang’s blend
of world-class medical expertise
and cultural charm attracts pa-
tients from across Southeast
Asia.

“Our patients will receive
exceptional cardiac care while
enjoying Penang’s breathtaking
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scenery and rich cultural heri-

tage.

“This integration not only im-
proves patient experience but
also strengthens our tourism

industry, further embedding
healthcare into the local econo-
my,” he added.

He also said the benefits of
NHH extend far beyond its medi-
cal services.

Gooi underscored the hospi-
tal’s contributions to local indus-
tries, from hospitality to retail,
and noted Penang'’s leading role
in Malaysia’s medical tourism
sector.

“Penang accounts for 45% of
Malaysia’s medical tourism rev-

enue as of 2024, a remarkable
achievement that positions us
as a leader in this field.

“The arrival of international
patients will invigorate related
sectors, create job opportuni
ties, and enhance Penang’s rep-
utation as a global healthcare
hub,” he said.

Meanwhile, Leong echoed
these sentiments, describing
the hospital’s vision for the fu-
ture of healthcare.

“Today’s launch is a proud
milestone for the Northern
Heart Hospital as we reaffirm
our dedication to addressing car-
diovascular health challenges in
the regjon.”



HE Malaysia Digital Econ-
Tomy Corporation (MDEC)

has outlined a bold vi-
sion to close the digital divide
and strengthen Penang’s sta-
tus as the Silicon Valley of the
East.

During a courtesy call on
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
recently, MDEC chief execu-
tive officer Anuar Fariz Fadzil
highlighted the importance of
collaboration between federal
agencies, local stakeholders
and private enterprises to pro-
pel the state’s digital economy
forward.

“Our focus is to close the
digital divide. We want to see
how we, as a federal agency,
can work together with all rel-
evant parties.

“With over 450 multination-
al corporations (MNCs) and
6,500 small and medium en-
terprises (SMEs) in the Penang
Free Trade Zone (FTZ), there
is immense potential for part-
nerships, particularly in talent
building and digitalisation,”
Anuar said.

Anuar praised ongoing ef-
forts in Penang, highlighting col-
laborations with Digjtal Penang
and InvestPenang, as well as
key initiatives like the Penang
Silicon Design @5km+ initia-
tive and the proposed Penang
Bay digital and creative district
initiative.

“Whatever you need, we
are happy to support. We are
happy to see how we can as-
sist in building stronger ecosys-

Chow (second from right) in a meeting with Anuar (anticlockwise from third from right), Yong, Azizul

and Chooi.

tems and creating high-value
jobs,” he said at Chow’s office
in Komtar.

Also present were MDEC
northern region office lead Azi-
zul Abdul Latif, MDEC CEO of-
fice chief of staff Yvonne Yong
Chuan Yin and MDEC digital
export senior manager Jesse
Chooi Tze Kheong.

Anuar acknowledged the crit-
ical need for SMEs to secure

funding for digjtal investment.

“Of the 6,500 SMEs we
know of in Penang, many are
eager to invest in digital tools
and technology but require ac-
cess to funding to do so effec-
tively,” he said.

Anuar also reiterated
MDEC’s commitment to ensur-
ing Penang’s future as a global
digital hub.

“We want to make Penang,

AS Penang prepares for the
transformative Mutiara LRT Line
project, Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow has reassured the public
that while temporary disruptions
are inevitable, the long-term ben-
efits will far outweigh the incon-
veniences.

These include enhanced
connectivity and improved infra-
structure across the state.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence following a signing cer-
emony of the Master Purchase
and Development Agreement
(Master PDA) between Fajar-
baru Builder Group Bhd (FBG)
and the Penang Development
Corporation (PDC) recently (sto-
ry on P2), Chow underlined the
state government’'s commit-
ment to managing challenges
such as traffic congestion dur-
ing peak periods, particularly
festive seasons, school holi-
days, and long weekends.

“We recognise that Penang
frequently experiences heavy
traffic, especially during holidays

Infrastructure upgrade to
boost connectivity and growth

when both residents and tour-
ists fill the streets.

“The LRT project marks the
start of a transformative journey
for Penang,” Chow said.

Drawing lessons from the
Klang Valley’'s infrastructure
developments, Chow acknowl-
edged the disruptions that often
accompany large-scale projects
but stressed their importance
for progress.

“Mega infrastructure projects
inevitably bring temporary incon-
veniences.

“However, they are necessary
stepping stones toward a bright-
er, more connected future.

“Our priority is to minimise
these challenges and ensure
smooth transitions during the
construction phase,” he said.

Chow also outlined the state’s
dual focus on talent develop-

ment and traffic management,
highlighting plans to implement
an efficient traffic management
system to mitigate congestion.

“An effective traffic plan
will be crucial to maintaining
smooth traffic flow and reduc-
ing disruptions.

“Simultaneously, we aim to
educate the public about the
project, fostering understanding
and support for Penang’s long-
term vision,” he said.

He reiterated the signifi-
cance of the LRT project as
a cornerstone of Penang’s
modernisation efforts, aiming
to ensure sustainable growth
and improved quality of life for
its residents.

“The inconveniences are un-
deniable, but the benefits of this
project will be a game-changer
for Penang,” Chow said.

the Silicon Valley of the East,
even stronger. If your team can
connect with our northern re-
gion office, we can align efforts
and create impactful results,”
he said.

Chow welcomed MDEC’s
commitment to revitalising
Penang as the Silicon Valley
of the East, while highlighting
challenges and opportunities
in the state’s economic trans-
formation.

“The profile of Penang has
changed with automation and
digitalisation. By now, we do
not see as many bas kilang

| divide
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(factory buses) moving around
as in the 90s.

“Maybe operators are still
needed, but not as prevalent
as before,” he remarked, un-
derscoring how technological
advancements have reshaped
Penang’s industrial landscape.

The Chief Minister also ad-
dressed a common perception
that Penang is self-sufficient,
calling for a shift in mindset
among federal stakeholders.

“In meetings, | have heard it
said that Penang is ‘ok’, that
we are sufficient.

“While the general picture
may seem true, in terms of
resources, we do not have as
much as people think to imple-
ment many things.

“With federal agencies’ as-
sistance in running their pro-
grammes here, we are more
than happy to host — ultimately,
it is for the people,” he said,
adding that state and federal
agencies have been working
more closely since 2022.

Touching on Penang’s suc-
cess in exports, Chow em-
phasised the need to support
local businesses, particularly
the SMEs.

“We always consider SMEs.
The bigger companies can usu-
ally take care of themselves,
but our (state) economy is still
dominated by foreign MNCs.

“We need to see more large
local companies emerge.
With digitalisation, this can be
achieved,” he said.

Kelebihan Membayar PPK Lebih Awal
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HE Penang government
Tmay consider adopting

electric vehicles (EVs) into
the state's vehicle fleet.

This is part of its commit
ment to environmental respon-
sibility and leading by example.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow emphasised the importance
of embracing sustainability and
encouraged the public and pri-
vate sectors to contribute.

"We can consider the use
of EVs, but our concern is the
availability of charging stations,
as the state vehicle fleet often
travels long distances. This is-
sue needs to be addressed se-
riously by the industry," he said
during the grand opening of Pro-
ton's first e.MAS EV showroom
in Jelutong recently.

Marking a significant mile-
stone in Proton's transition to-
wards sustainable mobility, the
showroom's strategic location
offers easy accessibility to vari-
ous parts of town.

Chow welcomed the show-
room's opening, which aligns
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'Chow itesting an EV at
"the'showroom as Ooi
(second from right) and
Teh (left) look on.
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with the state's commitment to
environmental responsibility, as
outlined in the Penang Green
Agenda 2030.

"I am impressed with the

effort taken by Eleganz Life-
style to install solar panels
on the building, making it
eco-friendly. The decision to
harness solar energy to power

the facility underscores a
deep commitment to reduc-
ing the building's carbon
footprint.

"This showroom has also

been recognised as a Pen-
ang Green Hub by the Pen-
ang Green Council (PGC). This
recognition is a testament to
the showroom's outstanding
environmental performance,"
he said, adding that the show-
room is equipped with the
most powerful 120kW DC
charger on Penang island.

With the growing number
of EV owners, Chow said the
showroom will become a cru-
cial hub for EV charging, sup-
porting the adoption of EVs.

Eleganz Lifestyle Sdn Bhd
managing director Fire Ooi
Choon Lim said the show-
room's opening was a bold
step towards supporting the
country's transition to greener
transportation.

"We are proud that our
showroom is recognised by
PGC," he said.

Also present at the launch
were Komtar assemblyman Teh
Lai Heng and Proton New En-
ergy Technology Sdn Bhd chief
executive officer Zhang Qiang.

THE second edition of the Ni-
bong Tebal Festival kicked off
recently with great fanfare, at-
tracting a diverse crowd to Jalan
Pasar Lama.

The festival has once again
proven to be a vibrant platform
for celebrating local culture,
arts, and heritage.

Jointly organised by the Se-
berang Perai City Council (MB-
SP) and Jawi constituency ser-
vice centre, with support from

Vibrant Nibong Tebal Festival comes to life

the Penang government, the
festival was officiated by Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

He was joined by Education
Minister Fadhlina Sidek, who is
also the Nibong Tebal MP, Pen-
ang Local Government, Town
and Country Planning Commit-
tee chairman Jason H’ng Mooi
Lye, who is also the Jawi assem-
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blyman, and MBSP mayor Datuk
Baderul Amin Abdul Hamid.

In his speech, Chow said the
Nibong Tebal Festival provides a
wonderful platform for visitors
to immerse themselves in the
rich arts, culture and heritage
that define the local community.

“Such initiatives also align
with the Penang2030 vision,
which emphasises empowering
people and fostering active civic
participation.

“I am proud to witness the
growth of this festival, which be-
gan last year and has now be-
come an annual event.

“It attracts not only locals but
also visitors from neighbouring
states. This success is a testa
ment to the warmth and hospi-
tality of the people of Nibong Te-
bal, who welcome everyone with
open arms,” said Chow.

Chow also hopes Nibong Te-
bal Festival, together with other
major festivals organised by MB-
SP annually such as Butterworth
Fringe Festival, will be continued
for many years to come to pro-
mote Seberang Perai.

He also urged the people
of south Seberang Perai, par-
ticularly those in Nibong Tebal,
to work hand in hand with the
state government to empower

Children doing the batik drawing at the Nibong Tebal Festival.

the district.

Baderul said the festival is
one of MBSP’s efforts to boost
the economy of the local commu-
nity and contribute to the rede-
velopment of Nibong Tebal town.

“This festival focuses on vari-
ous community programmes,
encompassing art, culture and
heritage.

“Performances by local art-
ists such as wayang kulit by Wak
Long Music & Art Centre, Drum
Circle by The Colour of Sounds,

lion dance by Hong Guan Acad-
emy, chingay performances by
Persatuan Chingay Seberang
Perai, are key highlights,” Bade-
rul said.

Visitors can also participate
in hands-on workshops such
as Chinese calligraphy, batik
drawing, engage in traditional
games, and enjoy trishaw rides.

H'ng urged the public to ex-
perience the festival, describing
it as a vibrant celebration of cul-
ture and art.
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HEN a group of Ba-
bas and Nyonyas,
with the men in batik

and the women in elegant ke-
baya, gathered at Simple Café
on Jalan Dato Koya in George
Town for nasi lemak and teh
tarik recently, they naturally
drew curiosity from other pa-
trons and passers-by.

More than just a casual meet-
ing by the Ronggeng Rhapsody
members, their gathering was
a celebration of the recent in-
scription of the kebaya and
Malaysia’s breakfast culture on
Unesco’s Representative List of
Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity.

Organising chairman Dr Jewel
Tan said they chose to hold a
simple celebration due to the
limited awareness of Unesco’s
recognition of the kebaya and
Malaysia’s food culture — such
as nasi lemak, roti canai and teh
tarik — during the 19th Session
of the Intergovernmental Com-
mittee for the Safeguarding of
the Intangible Cultural Heritage
held in Asuncion, Paraguay.

“The traditional kebaya has
evolved over the ages. While we
cherish its classic heritage look,
we must innovate to make it
more contemporary and appeal-
ing to the younger generation,”
said Tan, a dentist.

“We aim to develop and pro-
mote the kebaya so that the
younger generation will embrace
it, making it uniquely their own.
Our vision is to see the kebaya
worn daily, not just something
reserved for weddings.”

To mark the occasion, a ke-
baya exhibition was held at the
nearby Georgetown Mansion,
following the breakfast.

The exhibition featured ke-
baya crafted by the guest of
honour, Lim Yu Lin from Ang Eng
Nyonya Kebaya, including the
one that she presented at the
Unesco meeting in Paraguay.

During the event, Yu Lin also
took the opportunity to launch
her book, "The Journey of Ang
Eng Nyonya Kebaya Makers
Since 1955”.

The kebaya application to
Unesco was a joint effort by five
countries — Malaysia, Indonesia,
Singapore, Thailand and Brunei.

Yu Lin, one of the 30 repre-
sentatives from these countries

MARCH 16 — 31, 2025
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Yu Lin explaining her embroidery featuring five women wearing the

colours of their national flags.

who attended the Unesco meet-
ing, recounted the excitement at
the announcement.

“When Unesco announced
the kebaya’s inscription on the
list, we were all ecstatic.

“Our group was the largest
delegation in Paraguay, and
we let out the loudest victory
cry. Witnessing five countries
collaborate was truly eye-open-
ing. The moment the kebaya
was successfully inscribed,

everyone in the team felt an
overwhelming sense of pride.
It moved us to tears, and we
hugged each other. It was a
historical moment, and | feel
incredibly proud to have been

part of it,” Yu Lin added.

Originally from Kedah and
now settled in Kuala Lumpur, Yu
Lin paid tribute to all those who
contributed their efforts, partic-
ularly the Nyonya community, to
preserve the spirit of the kebaya
through centuries.

Yu Lin further expressed
gratitude for the unwavering
support of the Tourism, Arts
and Culture Ministry (Motac)
and the National Heritage De-
partment, which led the docu-
mentation process for the mul-
tinational nomination of the
kebaya to Unesco.

When the National Heritage
Department invited Yu Lin

The ronggeng begins as affndéés take t the floor, dancing with

joy.

NEWS™“E

Celebrating kaya hentage
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Ronggeng Rhapsody members and guests posing for a group photo

at the Georgetown Mansion.

to participate in the Unesco
initiative, the first thing that
came to her mind was to cre-
ate something meaningful for
the five countries involved.

“These five countries are
like a big family. So, | began
designing a kebaya to repre-
sent all of them,” Yu Lin ex-
plained.

“I incorporated the national
flowers of each country into
the design, along with motifs of
five women in kebaya adorned
with the colours of their na-
tional flags. At the edge of the
kebaya, | inscribed the word
‘Unesco’ in calligraphy.”

It took Yu Lin about three
weeks to complete the kebaya,
which was showcased at the
Unesco exhibition.

The piece garnered significant
attention and admiration in Para-
guay and continued to captivate

audiences at the kebaya exhibi-
tion held at Georgetown Man-
sion, where it was worn by Tan.

“Every kebaya maker brings
their own unique skills and cre-
ativity. Creating a kebaya is like
crafting a piece of art, but un-
like a drawing, a kebaya can be
worn and appreciated. | want to
make each kebaya an enduring
art piece, something that can
be cherished and kept for a long
time — something truly meaning-
ful to the wearer,” Yu Lin added.

Yu Lin also thanked Datuk
Lilian Tong, an author and the
museum director of Peranakan
Mansion, for inviting her to the
event and for the opportunity to
launch her debut book.

To conclude the kebaya exhi-
bition and book launch, a lively
ronggeng dance took place, with
members and guests taking to
the floor with enthusiasm.

Meningkatkan Skor Kredit
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ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow

chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

T) 04 -226 0218
F) 04 - 226 0218

N.09 BAGAN DALAM
YB Kumaran Krishnan @ Calvin

bagandalamn09@gmail.com

N.01 PENAGA

ST; 04-313 1002 YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah m
F

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Dr. Mohamad Abdul Hamid

mohdhamid@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

N.13 BERAPIT
YB Heng Lee Lee

berapit@dappg.org

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 -2618715

N.14 MACHANG BUBOK
YB Lee Khai Loon

kllee78@gmail.com

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Gooi Zi Sen
gooizisen@penang.gov.my.

(T) 012 - 500 1571

N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung
gooihsiaocleung@penang.gov.my

YB Bukhori Ghazali (M
ST; 017 - 813 3509
F) 04 - 540 0006 N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN

YB Mohd Sobri Salleh (M
T) 013-399 0519

g N.05 SUNGAI DUA

H 04-551 1442 YB Muhammad Fauzi Yusoff )]
T) 04 - 507 5001 N.06 TELOK AYER TAWAR
H 04 - 507 5001 YB Azmi Alang (M

N.16 PERAI
YB Dato’ Seri Sundarajoo A/L Somu
nlé.kadunperai@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 397 3600

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik

N.10 SEBERANG JAYA

ET% 04 - 502 5818
F YB Izhar Shah Arif Shah M

04-506 2138

N.19 JAWI
YB H’'ng Mooi Lye
ni19dunjawi@gmail.com

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan Eng

(T) 04 - 829 0614 N.11 PERMATANG PASIR

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Rashidi Bin Zinol
n21sgachehpk@gmail.com

m 04 - 593 2408

dogairguﬁh@gmoil.com YB Amir Hamzah Abdul Hashim (T)
N.24 KEBUN BUNGA N.12 PENANTI
YB Lee Boon Hen (T) 011 -2773 6684 YB Zulkefli Bakar M

leeboonheng24@gmail.com

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari
tanjongbunga@bukitbendera.org

T) 04 - 818 3866
F) 04 - 262 5952

N.25 PULAU TIKUS
YB Woo Sze Zeng

joshuawoosz@gmail.com

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
YB Abidin Ismail (M
(H) 016 - 417 2548

N.39 PULAU BETONG

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA
YB Wong Yuee Harng

pengkalankota@dappg.org

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Wong Hon Wai

wonghonwail97 mail.com

T) 04 - 826 1898
i

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng

komtar@dappg.org

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Fahmi Zainol

fahmizainol@penang.gov.my

m 04 -293 7545

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong

ongahteong@penang.gov.my

N.02 BERTAM

YB Datuk Seri Reezal Merican Naina
Merican
dsrmpusatkhidmat@gmail.com

04 -293 7546
g

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Tan Hooi Peng

n32seridelima@gmail.com

YB Mohamad Shukor Zakariah U]
EB 04 - 299 2574
N.40 TELOK BAHANG
YB Muhamad Kasim (T)
T) 016 - 270 6808
(H 04 237%5%8 NAMA No Tel/ No Faks
PENANG CARE SOCIETY ?Hotline
ST; 04 -280 4411 0} 8- 271 B2
F) 04 - 280 4422
DAP PENANG HQ ET% 04 - 228 8482
dappenang@dapmalaysia.or: F) 04 - 228 8514
[f 04-6o7 sell PKR PENANG HQ (T)04-3970115

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU
YB Phee Syn Tze
n07sungaipuyu@gmail.com

}T) 04- 3137987
H) 012 - 248 5938

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airitamdap@gmail.com

T) 016 - 421 9143
F) 04 - 829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam
kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Chee Yeeh Keen

cheeyeehkeen@gmail.com

m 018 -388 6317

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Dato’ Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976

= O N B W R

Pertandingan Melukis Poster - 1/2025

. Berumur 13 tahun dan ke atas.
. Peraduan dibuka dari 1 Januari hingga 31 Mac 2025,

. Bebas menggunakan sebarang jenis bahan mewarna.

. Saiz kertas lukisan adalah A3 (29.7 cm x 24 cm).

. Lukisan grafik dan adaptasi menggunakan komputer adalah lidak dibenarkan
. Lukisan dan idea adalah hasil ciptaan sendiri

. Karya perlu bertemakan 'Kepelbagaian Diral Memacu Penang2030°,

Diwajibkan untuk sertakan logo Penang2030 dan Buletin Mutiara dalam karya.

b - ]

10. Hasll karya adalah hak milik penganjur.

. Borang butiran peribadi peserta perlu ditampal di bahagian belakang karya.
. Penyertaan ahli keluarga lerdekat barisan penganjur adalah tidak sah,

. Sebarang pertanyaan, sila hubungi 04-6505704 f 5705.

ELIELN

Pertama: RM700
Kedua: RM500

Ketiga: RM300

e

Tarikh peraduan: 1 Januari - 31 Mac 2025

Nama:

Kad Pengenalan:

Alamat:

No. Telefon : (Rumah)
(Bimbit)

12. Alamatkan semua borang penyertaan ke: Emel:
Pertandingan Melukis Poster - 1/2025,

Tingkat 47 KOMTAR, 10503 Pulau Pinang. (Pastikan semua butiran diisi dengan lengkap).
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SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAIPEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MBSP 2025
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
METE 05 - 289 7959 Kewarganegaraan
A Rahi 012 - 579 9600 . .
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uStory by Christopher Tan

N a move to improve inter-
Istate relations, Selangor Leg-

islative Assembly Speaker
Lau Weng San recently paid an
official visit to Penang.

The visit included a meet-
ing with Penang Legislative As-
sembly Speaker Datuk Seri Law
Choo Kiang in the morning and
a courtesy call on Chief Minis-
ter Chow Kon Yeow later in the
afternoon.

During the earlier meeting,
the Speakers exchanged in-
sights into their roles, focusing
on reform agendas implement-
ed in Penang and Selangor.

They also discussed key is-
sues raised during the Parlia-
ment and State Legislative As-
sembly Speakers’ Conference
in Sarawak last year.

Lau highlighted the impor-

Taking inter-state
ties to next level

tance of inter-state collaboration,
emphasising the need to learn
from each other’s successes.

“Some states are excelling
in certain areas, and we are
open to sharing experiences to
improve governance and public
service.

“This is my second visit to
Penang in two years, and | look
forward to more assemblyman
exchanges and visits to other
states,” he said.

Lau also praised Penang’s
innovative approach to embrac-
ing arts and culture.

In December 2023, part of
the Penang Legislative Assem-
bly building was transformed in-
to an art exhibition hall to com-
memorate the 100th anniver-
sary of the Penang Hill Railway.

The  Selangor  Speaker
praised the idea, expressing
interest in adopting similar ini-

tiatives in Selangor to promote
cultural appreciation and com-
munity involvement.

Both Speakers agreed on
the importance of fostering
closer relationships between
their assemblies and pledged
to encourage more interactions
in the future.

During his courtesy call on
Chow, Lau shared his insights
and suggestions, stressing the
value of collaboration between
states.

“This visit not only strength-
ens the bond between our as-
semblies but also creates op-
portunities to exchange ideas
on how we can better serve our
communities.

“We are eager to explore and
implement some of these ideas
in Selangor and look forward to
Penang’s continued success,”
Lau added.
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Lau {seated} signing the guest book before meeting Law during his
official visit to Penang.
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=Story by Lim Min Jun
=Pix by Muhamad Amir Irsyad
Omar

HE Penang Island City
TCounciI (MBPP) is part-
nering with Nestle Malay-
sia to initiate the largest Ex-
tended Production Responsi-
bility (EPR) effort in Malaysia.
Nestle Malaysia chief ex-
ecutive officer Juan Aranols
said this collaboration will ex-
tend the company’s Door-to-
Door Collection and Recycling
Project to more than 13,000
households across 39 condo-
minium units and two landed
residential areas in 2025.

This initiative forms part of
the company’s larger Project
SAVE.

It aims to raise awareness
and encourage active partici-
pation in sustainable waste
management practices among
residents to foster a cleaner
environment for all.

MBPP mayor Datuk A. Ra-
jendran said the collaboration
between MBPP and Nestle is
a testament to what can be
achieved when stakeholders
come together with a shared
commitment to protecting the
environment.

“Through recycling solutions
tailored to our communities, we
are building a greener Penang
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Nestle] MB

recych ng—eff

for future generations,” he said.

Since its launch in 2020,
Project SAVE has grown steadi-
ly to become the largest volun-
tary EPR initiative in Malaysia,
partnering with local municipal
councils in Petaling Jaya, Sub-
ang Jaya, Shah Alam, Klang
and concessionaire Alam Flora
Environmental Solutions Sdn
Bhd (AFES).

Recognised by the United
Nations  Environment  Pro-
gramme (UNEP) and Malay-
sia’s Environment and Water
Ministry (KASA), Project SAVE
has diverted 31,000 tonnes
of packaging waste, including
21,000 tonnes of plastic, from
landfills and oceans.

Reaching 200,000 house-
holds across six cities, it
serves as a leading example
of increasing recycling partici-
pation.

“This programme with Nes-
tle Malaysia began in early
January 2024, with several ini-
tial locations identified.

oy

“For landed housing areas,
it started in Island Glades,
Island Park and Avara in Seri
Tanjung Pinang, while for high-
rise housing, it began in Quay-
side Condominium and Tama-
rind Condominium.

“Subsequently, the num-
ber of areas involved was ex-
panded, with landed housing
areas extended to include Ariza
Courtyard and Ariza Seafront in
Seri Tanjung Pinang, covering a
total of 4,201 residential units.

MBPP ex

Joy over leasehold extensmn

THE optional extension of lease-
hold lands to 99 years and pre-
mium discounts offered by the
Penang government has been
overwhelmingly welcomed by
the leaseholders in Kampung
Valdor, Nibong Tebal.

During a recent dialogue
session with the leaseholders,
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
Bukit Tambun assemblyman
Goh Choon Aik and state Land
and Mines officials addressed
various queries and provided
explanations.

Many of those present ex-
pressed satisfaction and ap-
preciation for the explanations
provided, regarding the types
of lands eligible for lease ex-
tension.

Following the session, Chow
acknowledged the positive
feedback from the crowd, es-
pecially concerning the 99-year
extension of leasehold lands.

“Leaseholders can apply to
extend their leasehold lands to
any tenure, including 30 years
or 60 years, with eligibility for
up to a 99-year extension. It is

The dialogue session attended by the villagers in Kampung Valdor.

up to them.

“In fact, premium discounts
of up to 90%, based on the cur-
rent land value, were officially
announced in 2023.

“We are committed to listen-
ing to and acting on the lease-
holders’ concerns.

“I hope those present today
are satisfied with our explana-
tions, and the feedback provid-
ed,” he said.

Chow hoped the leasehold-

ers would swiftly take advan-
tage of the premium discounts,
believing it would benefit them
significantly.

The premium discounts cov-
er various categories of land
use, including agricultural, resi-
dential, commercial and indus-
trial.

Meanwhile, Goh said he
would gather the leaseholders’
applications and submit them
to the relevant authorities.

r""‘:}‘_: oy

“For high-rise housing, the
programme was expanded to
encompass a total of 4,854
residential units,” said Ra-

jendran during the MoU sign-

ing recently.

Also present were Raja Nur-
maria Murni, the executive
director and Group corporate
affairs of Nestle Malaysia;
state environmental health of-
ficer Mohd Zamzuri Hussain;
Management Services director
Azman Sirun, state legal advis-
er Shamiah Bilal and director
of Lasaju Consulting, Tobias
Mangelmann.

They were accompanied
by MBPP officers, representa-
tives of Nestle Malaysia and
Lasaju Consulting.

The partnership also priori-
tises community engagement

o5

Rajendran and /Aranols

showing the S|gned
Memorandum of

= Understandmg With.

s them are Azman (left)
“and,Raja Nurmaria

(right)::

through Communication, Edu-
cation, and Public Awareness
(CEPA) campaigns in addition
to offering operational support.

“Penang currently has only
one remaining landfill, located
at the Phase 3 landfill site in
Pulau Burung, south Seberang
Perai, which has been opera-
tional since December 2020.

“Initially, this 315-acre land-
fill was expected to last up to
36 years. However, due to the
increasing amount of waste
generated annually, its lifes-
pan has been significantly
shortened.

“Therefore,  strong ef-
forts to reduce the amount
of waste sent directly to the
landfill are crucial to extend-
ing its operational lifespan,”
added Rajendran.

Ketenangan Fikiran
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Wong lauded Entopia’s
continued contributions to eco-
tourism.

=Story by Riadz Akmal

=Pix courtesy of Entopia by
Penang Butterfly Farm

UBBED the world’s first
Dbioﬂuorescent garden,

Entopia by Night offers
visitors a mesmerising noctur-
nal exploration into the hidden
wonders of nature.

This unique initiative by Ento-
pia by Penang Butterfly Farm is
another hallmark of its innova-
tive approach to nature educa-
tion and eco-tourism.

Known for pioneering immer-
sive learning experiences, En-
topia once again raises the bar
with this groundbreaking night-
time attraction.

Entopia by Night is an extraor-
dinary experience where flora,
fauna, and other natural ele-
ments unveil their ethereal glow
under ultraviolet (UV) light.

Guests can marvel at the bio-
fluorescent and bioluminescent
displays, an awe-inspiring phe-
nomenon that fuses science
with artistry to reveal the secret
brilliance of nature.

It is a captivating space
where plants, insects, and wild-
life radiate vibrant hues when il-
luminated by UV light.

Adding to the enchantment is
the Biofluorescent Odyssey,
an exclusive themed dining
experience at Tapestree Cafe.

Entopia chief executive offi-
cer Joseph Goh expressed his
excitement for this new venture.

“Entopia by Night provides
a rare opportunity to explore a
world where nature reveals its
brilliance in ways most have
never imagined.

“This initiative reflects our on-
going commitment to inspiring a
deeper connection with nature
through unique, educational
and sustainable attractions,”
said Goh.

The soft opening ceremony
was officiated by Penang Tour-
ism and Creative Economy Com-
mittee chairman Wong Hon Wai
recently.

“This initiative speaks vol-
umes about Entopia’s creativ-

ity and innovation,

sustainable and educational
tourism.

“Since its inception, Entopia
has been a beacon for conser-

vation and nature appreciation.

entopia

elevating
Penang’s position as a hub for

MARCH 16—31,2025 B

Take a dazzling journey

With Entopia by Night, it has set
another benchmark, offering vis-
itors a truly captivating perspec-
tive of nature after sunset.

“This one-ofakind attraction
not only deepens our under-
standing of nature’s adaptations
but also enhances Penang’s
appeal as a world-class tourism
destination,” Wong said.

Adding to the enchantment is
the Biofluorescent Odyssey, an
exclusive themed dining experi-
ence at Tapestree Cafe.

Guests can indulge in a cu-
linary journey amidst the radi-
ant glow of the biofluorescent
garden, making this attraction
an unforgettable experience for
visitors of all ages.

Entopia by Night is open ev-

Entopialbyj
Nightlisfan
extraordinary s
experlence
flora*
other]

elements]u
their/ethereal;
gglowjunder,
ultraviolet (HI!Q)

e

 MIUTIAR]T

ery Friday and Saturday, from
7pm to 10pm, with the last en-
try at 9pm.

Tickets can be purchased on
Entopia’s official website.

For more information about
Entopia by Night and other at-
tractions, visit www.entopia.
com.

Present at the soft opening
ceremony were Chinese vice
consulgeneral in Penang Ding
Qiao, Association of Tourism
Attractions Penang (ATAP) chair-
man Datuk Ch’ng Huck Theng,
Malaysian Association of Hotels
(MAH) national vicechairman
Datuk Khoo Boo Lim and Pen-
ang Global Tourism (PGT) chief
executive officer Ooi Chok Yan,
among others.

entopia

By N:lj'.ht

Ancom scholarships for 27 Penang-born students

SOUTHEAST Asia’s leading fully
integrated chemical company
Ancom Nylex Berhad, through
its subsidiary Ancom Crop Care
Sdn Bhd, has awarded 27 Pen-
ang-born students its scholar-
ships to help finance their uni-
versity education.

The presentation ceremony
for the Ancom Crop Care Pen-
ang Scholarship Programme
took place recently with Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow in at-
tendance.

The 27 students are pursuing
degree programmes at various
universities, covering a diverse
range of disciplines such as law,
pharmacy, computer science,
banking and finance, engineer-

ing, psychology and multimedia
communications.

Ancom Nylex Berhad Group
chief executive officer and An-
com Crop Care managing di-
rector Datuk Lee Cheun Wei
expressed the company’s
pride in focusing its efforts
on supporting students from
Penang and its commitment
to nurturing the next genera-
tion of leaders.

“We are particularly hon-
oured to play a role in helping
these young individuals achieve
their aspirations,” Lee said dur-
ing his speech.

“The students we celebrate
today have earned their places
at various universities through

sheer determination, hard work
and resilience.

“They have shown us that cir-
cumstances do not define one’s
potential — it is the strength of
character, ambition and a thirst
for learning that truly matter.

“For students from financially
underprivileged families, the
dream of tertiary education of-
ten seems distant.

“This programme ensures
that financial constraints will
not stand in the way of their as-
pirations. It serves as a lifeline
for those with talent, determina-
tion, and the will to succeed,”
he added.

It is learnt that the scholar-
ship offers tuition fees up to a

maximum of RM10,000 for the
duration of the course.

Meanwhile, Chow said the
event holds a special place in
his heart, as it reflects the very
values embedded in the Pen-
ang2030 vision.

“Education is the key that
unlocks the golden door to free-
dom. For the 27 scholarship
recipients here today, that key
has been firmly placed in your
hands, opening the door to a
brighter future for you, your fami-
lies, and our beloved Penang,”
said Chow.

Also present were Chow’s
political secretary Lau Keng Ee
and Ancom Crop Care chairman
Datuk Dr Abdul Hapiz Abdullah.
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