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Law, Chow,
Anwar, Sim
and Fadhlina
at the Penang
Aidilfitri
Madani 2025
Celebration
Ceremony.
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way to mitigate the effects of

the imposition of tariffs by the
the United States, says Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow.

Speaking at the Penang Aidilfitri Mada-
ni 2025 Celebration Ceremony at Butter-
worth Arena on April 12, Chow empha-
sised the urgent need for proactive mea-
sures to strengthen economic resilience.

“During times like these, we must take
bold and strategic steps to empower lo-
cal enterprises and reinforce our supply
chain,” Chow said.

According to Chow, the United
States was Penang’'s second-largest
export destination in 2023, accounting
for RM76 billion, or 17%, of the state’s
total export value, and contributing to a
trade surplus of RM57.7 billion.

“Although Penang maintained its po-
sition as the country’s top export con-
tributor in February 2025 with a total

ECONOMIC diversification is one
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of RM9.3 billion, the newly introduced
tariffs are expected to exert significant
pressure on our exportdriven econo-
my,” he added.

To mitigate the effects, Chow said
the state government has decided to roll
out two key measures as a strategic re-
sponse to the recent United States tar-
iffs announcement.

“The two initiatives are the establish-
ment of the Penang Tariff Monitoring
Taskforce and the development of a
Trade Adaptation Toolkit.

“They are critical to maintaining the
competitiveness of our industries while
reinforcing Penang’s role as a vital con-
tributor to Malaysia’s economic land-
scape,” he said.

The Penang Aidilfitri Madani event was
attended by Prime Minister Datuk Seri An-
war Ibrahim, Human Resources Minister
Steven Sim Chee Keong, Education Min-
ister Fadhlina Sidek, Chief Secretary to
the Government Tan Sri Shamsul Azri Abu
Bakar and Penang Legislative Assembly
Speaker Datuk Seri Law Choo Kiang.

It was organised by the Penang gov-

ernment and the Human Resources Min-
istry, as the lead ministry.

The open house drew a large crowd
estimated at around 10,000 visitors.

There were also more than 20 food
stalls offering a variety of popular local
dishes, like Penang laksa, curry noodles,
nasi impit with peanut sauce, lemang,
satay, roti jala, mee sotong, cendol, pas-
embor and apam balik, among others.

In his address, Anwar reaffirmed Ma-
laysia’s commitment to leveraging its dip-
lomatic and economic ties with the US,
Europe, China and fellow Asean coun-
tries to address the tariff issue through
coordinated engagement.

“Asean has agreed to collectively ap-
proach this challenge as a united bloc.

“We believe that through construc-
tive discussions and multilateral nego-
tiations, we can find a fair and effective
resolution,” said Anwar.

On April 11, Chow said it was time to
boost the growth of local companies and
diversify the economy in light of the re-
cent uncertainty over the tariff issue.

“Our local companies must contin-

/L

ue to grow, and we need to develop
our technology.

“At the same time, our local busi-
nesses can grow together with the mul-
tinational companies (MNCs) through
collaboration and shared opportunities,”
Chow said, adding several large local
companies (LLCs) have made it into the
global market.

Chow also highlighted the need to
reduce over-reliance on the electrical
and electronic (E&E) and semiconduc-
tor sectors.

“We cannot be strong in every sector,
but we already have many medical de-
vices companies and can leverage this to
have continued growth.

“We cannot run away from being
an export-oriented state, but we must
diversify the economy and fully utilise
technology.

“In the past few days, following the
US tariff announcement, we have been
reminded of the importance of fully em-
bracing technology, and without it, any
country risks falling behind,” he said.

* Turn to p2
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uStory by Christopher Tan
=Pix by Ahmad Adil
Muhamad

HE Penang government is
Tseeking support from Pu-

trajaya for the establish-
ment of the Penang Interna-
tional Financial Centre (PIFC).

PIFC is a key initiative aimed
at strengthening Malaysia’s
position as a global financial
and industrial hub.

A formal letter detailing the
commitment to this initiative
was submitted to Prime Min-
ister Datuk Seri Anwar lbrahim
on March 13, outlining the
state’s vision for financial inno-
vation and economic growth.

The PIFC is expected to play
a vital role in attracting capital
inflows, fostering financial in-
novation, and reinforcing Ma-
laysia’s semiconductor and
high-tech industries.

This initiative is spearhead-
ed by Penang Institute through

a Request for Expressions of
Interest (EOI), aligning with
Penang’s longstanding role
as a global trading hub and its
prominence in manufacturing
and technology.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow underscored the impor-
tance of the federal govern-
ment's collaboration in ensur-
ing the success of the PIFC.

He emphasised that the fi-
nancial centre would attract
new sources of capital while
complementing Malaysia's ex-
isting financial hubs.

“This initiative will drive
technological investments,
create high-value employment
opportunities, and contribute
significantly to both national
and state revenues,” he told a
media conference at his office
in Komtar recently.

Meanwhile, Securities Com-
mission Malaysia (SC) has
viewed Penang’s proposal to
establish PIFC with interest. An

\ M1

Chow and Mohammad Faiz (third from left) in a group photo with (from left) Mohd Balkish, Abdul Jalil, Ooi

and Ong.
SC delegation, led by its chair-
man Datuk Mohammad Faiz
Azmi, recently made a courte-
sy call on CM Chow and had a
fruitful discussion.

Also present at the meeting
were SC executive director Datuk
Seri Abdul Jalil Hamid, Penang

Institute executive director Datuk
Dr Ooi Kee Beng and his staff
members, Dr Ong Wooi Leng and
Dr Lim Kim Hwa, and Chief Minis-
ter senior confidential secretary
Mohd Balkish Othman.

Penang Institute has invited
proposals from financial insti-

tutions, property developers,
industry leaders, and invest-
ment firms through the EOI
process.

The deadline for submission
of proposals is 12pm on May 19.

For details, e-mail to pifc@
penanginstitute.org

Strive to be indispensable in global trade and technology, industry players urged

AS the global trade landscape
shifts, Malaysia must continue
to cleverly position itself as
an indispensable force in the
semiconductor and technology
sectors.

Investment, Trade and Indus-
try Deputy Minister Liew Chin
Tong said the current scenario
sets the perfect stage for local,
homegrown companies, to col-
lectively play a key role in putting
the country’s economy on the
global front.

“With rising regional supply
chain fragmentation and geopo-
litical tensions leading to con-
flicting economic blocs, Malaysia
must carve out its unique role in
the evolving global economy.

“One of the key strategjes for
Malaysia is moving beyond tra-
ditional vertical integration and
embracing a more horizontal ap-
proach, fostering deeper global
connectivity across industries.

“While Malaysia is already a
major player in semiconductor
manufacturing, producing 30%
of the world’s automotive chips,
the nation must next aim to ex-
pand its technological reach into
defence, agriculture, and medi-
cal devices.

“Rather than striving to be-
come a singular global champi-
on, Malaysia must seek to fortify
its position as a crucial enabler

in the global supply chain, the
‘indispensable needle’ in the
fabric of international trade.

“This means creating horizon-
tal linkages that encourage do-
mestic innovation, ensuring that
Malaysia is not just a technology
user but a technology creator,”
Liew (pix) said in his speech after
launching the “United Local Syn
ergy Programme”
at Greatech Me-
chatronics (M) Sdn
Bhd in Batu Kawan
recently.

By fostering lo- |
cal synergjes, Liew *f2
stressed that Ma- 3"
laysia was laying
the groundwork for
a selfsustaining
tech  ecosystem
that complements &
multinational cor-
porations (MNCs) while prioritis-
ing homegrown advancements.

He said the approach aligns
with the ‘Team Malaysia’ con-
cept, a strategy that encourages
national collaboration and posi-
tions the country as a key player
in global semiconductor and
technology partnerships.

“The time has come for us to
transition from ‘Made in Malay-
sia’ to ‘Made by Malaysians’.

“Recognising its strength in
the semiconductor industry,

Malaysia aims to deepen col-
laboration  with international
powerhouses while reinforcing
its domestic capabilities.

“By developing a structured
semiconductor collaboration
framework, Malaysia can lever-
age its expertise within MNCs
and forge trilateral relationships
to enhance global competitive-
ness,” he added.

: The programme
4 will see seven indus-
= trial leaders form a
| strategic alliance to

" strengthen the local
supply chain, drive
innovation, and el-
evate Malaysia’s po-
sition in the global
economy.

Chief ~ Minister
Chow Kon Yeow was
present to witness
the launch. The seven compa
nies involved are Greatech Me-
chatronics Sdn Bhd, Aurelius
Technologies, Coraza Systems
Sdn Bhd, Berjayapak Sdn Bhd,
Swift Bridge Technologies, Pro-
delcon Sdn Bhd, and EngTek.

Chow, in his speech, applaud-
ed the programme and said
it was a bold step towards en-
hancing the local supply chain,
fostering industry cooperation
and driving sustainable growth.

“This initiative signals a shift

in Malaysia’s economic strategy,
from participating in global sup-
ply chains to actively shaping the
future of technology.

“It is timely that Penang con-
tinues to adapt, innovate and
build a resilient ecosystem to
ensure we stay relevant and
globally competitive despite the

trade shifts, supply chain disrup-
tions, and evolving industry de-
mand,” he added.

Chow has advocated for lo-
cal companies to be part of the
global supply chain, frequently
emphasising their pivotal role in
boosting the nation’s economic
development.

Penang govt to engage
with industry leaders

* From p1

On April 13, during the DAP
Hari Raya Open House, Chow
reiterated that it was important
for Penang to stay resilient and
build an ecosystem that will
sustain and support the de-
velopment and growth of the
state’s economy.

“Following the introduction
of the two measures as a re-
sponse to the US tariff hikes,
the Penang government is set
to intensify its efforts to engage
with industry leaders that have
close trade ties and business
connections with the US.

“This is to ensure we under-
stand the situation better and
are prepared to endure chal-
lenges more effectively.

“In whatever challenges we
find ourselves, there will always
be an opportunity to grow, and
it will enable us to also manage
our economy even better,” Chow
said in his speech at the event.

During the same event, Sim
said Penang, as a frontline
state, has the capability of di-
versifying its trade and invest-
ment opportunities.

“We practise an open econ-
omy policy in Malaysia, and
Penang, amidst the current eco-
nomic uncertainties, must tap
its strengths and focus on do-
mestic direct investment (DDI).

“The  state’s  economic
growth is also driven by domes-
tic investment and there are
many opportunities in this state
within that capacity,” Sim said.



PEN houses celebrated
Oby Malaysia’s diverse

communities are a
unigque hallmark of the nation’s
unity and brotherly ties.

“As such, they deserve to be
nominated as Unesco’s Intan-
gible Cultural Heritage,” Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow said.

Chow made this proposal
while attending the Hari Raya
Open House jointly organised
by the Batu Kawan parliamen-
tary constituency and the Bukit
Tambun state constituency at
SJKC Keng Koon on April 13.

Chow said Malaysians
should be grateful that ma-
jor festivities such as Hari
Raya, Deepavali, Christmas,
Chinese New Year and others
are celebrated in the spirit of
harmony, togetherness and

———_

&

‘|
- e o R,
— -—~— 1 p— ¥
e &

.

mutual respect. v

“This is something truly spe-
cial about Malaysia, one of our
greatest strengths. The tradi-
tion of hosting open houses
for different festivals has been
practised for some 50 years.

“As such, this unique cultur-
al practice could be submitted
to Unesco for consideration to
be inscribed as an Intangible
Cultural Heritage.

“If it receives recognition, |

it will encourage greater par-
ticipation in the open houses,
further strengthening our unity,
which cannot be shaken by
anything,” Chow added.
Several Hari Raya Open
House celebrations were held
across the state recently.
These pictures show scenes
from the vibrant festivities.
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1. This youngster will always
remember the day when Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahim autographed a Madani
booklet at the Madani Aidilfitri
2025 Celebration.

2. Chow and Bukit Tambun
assemblyman Goh Choon Aik
posing for a group photo with
mostly children after handing
out 'duit raya' at the Hari Raya
Open House hosted by the Batu
Kawan parliamentary and Bukit
Tambun state constituencies.

3. Jelutong MP R.S.N. Rayer

(centre) and Batu Lancang
assemblyman Ong Ah Teong
(fourth from left) hosting the
Hari Raya Open House in
collaboration with Surau Nurul
Ehsan Jalan Kurau on April 12.

4. Attendees helping themselves
to some delicious food at the
PDC Hari Raya Adilfitri 2025
Celebration.

5. Deputy Finance Minister Lim
Hui Ying presenting 'duit raya’
to young visitors at the Syawal
Open House hosted by the Jalan
Kedah Welfare Association.

Looking on are assemblymen Teh
Lai Heng and A. Kumaresan, and
MBPP mayor Datuk A. Rajendran
(left).

6. A big turnout at the Hari Raya
Banquet hosted by Penang
Island City Council at Spice
Arena on April 12.

7. A group of young girls
performing a dance at the

Hari Raya Open House jointly
organised by the Batu Kawan
parliamentary and Bukit Tambun
state constituencies.
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ROM notorious school to
Fnow attracting more stu-
dents.

That has been the long jour-
ney of SMK Kampong Kastam in
Perai which over the years has
shed its image of a school of
last choice as enrolment contin-
ues to rise each year.

Adding to its growing reputa-
tion, the school was named the
Penang Green Council's Green
Schools Award winner for sec-
ondary schools in 2025.

Not one to blow his own
trumpet, principal R. Suguma-
ran Rajendran attributed the
school’s increasing appeal to its
academic improvements, which
have been a key factor in more
parents choosing to enrol their
children, alongside its success-
ful green initiatives.

Established in 1963, the
school is now filled to the raf-
ters, with 58 teachers oversee-
ing 920 students from Remove
Class to Form Five.

Even before participating in
PGC's Green Schools Award,
Sugumaran said SMK Kampong
Kastam had already embraced
green initiatives.

“We were planting trees and
greenery within our school com-
pound long before joining the
competition. Our participation
was never about gaining recogni-
tion or winning, but about instill-
ing a culture of environmental
care and sustainability among
our students.

“Every student here must
bring their own water bottle so
as to reduce plastic waste. If
they need water, they can refill
from the dispensers provided,”
Sugumaran told Buletin Mutiara
in an interview.

It does not take long for
visitors to see why SMK Kam-
pong Kastam is known as the
“School in the Garden and
Gar-
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Focus on Penang Green Schools
award winner (secondmy)

(squattlng, thlrd from rlght) and class

teacher Munirah Takiyudin (standing;
..}front row left) with Form Fivefstudents in|

celebrating the success of the Class,

One Garden’ |n|t|at|ve

den in the School”.

Much of its available space
is dedicated to growing various
species of plants, herbs and
trees, along with two fishponds.

What is even more captivat-
ing is that each class has its
own garden, a result of the “One
Class, One Garden” initiative
launched last year.

Senior Assistant (Adminis-
tration) Dr Vickneasvari Krish-
nasamy said the dedication

of teachers and students was
the driving force behind the
school’s success.

“Our teachers are passion-
ate about greenery and readily
participate in any project initi-
ated by the school. The ‘One
Class, One Garden’ initiative
has allowed students to ex
press their creativity while also
inspiring their families to adopt
greener practices,” she said.

Vickneasvari added their en-

Students bringing their own water bottles to school to reduce
plastic waste.
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vironmental efforts began with
the “Own Water Bottle” initiative
before moving on to caring for
existing plants in the school.

Another proud achievement
was securing second place in
the nationalHevel “Edible Gar-
den” project during the Malay-
sia Agriculture, Horticulture and
Agro-Tourism Exhibition (MAHA
2024) 100 Years Celebration.

Another driving force behind
the school’'s green project is
teacher Lydia Lirek Anyie.

Lydia said after Covid-19, the
school introduced an initiative
where each club, society and
uniformed body took responsibil-
ity for maintaining their respec-
tive gardens.

Seeing the students’ enthusi-
asm, the school expanded the
initiative last year with the intro-
duction of the “One Class, One
Garden” concept.

"Over time, we noticed that
as students took greater respon-
sibility for the plants, their con-
fidence grew in the conducive
environment,” Lydia said.

However, it was not just about
plants and trees. Through its spe-
cial committee, Pengawas Tena-
ga, the school also promotes en-
ergy and water conservation.

“By switching off electrical
appliances when not in use,
we managed to cut our electric-

ity bill by over 11% — saving be-
tween RM4,000 and RM5,000
compared to the previous year.

“We have also reduced our
water consumption and re-
ceived an incentive of RM1,000
for two consecutive years from
the Penang Water Supply Corpo-
ration,” Lydia said.

Last year, SMK Kampong
Kastam hosted the International
Best Practices Sharing Session
(IBPSS) 5.0, where schools from
Malaysia (Sabah, Melaka, Johor,
and Penang), China, Japan, In-
donesia, and India exchanged
ideas on sustainability.

The school’s success is built
on strong collaborations with
various organisations, includ-
ing the Seberang Perai City
Council, Penang Green Council,
the state Education Depart-
ment, CAP, the Department of
Agriculture, the Department of
Environment, its Parent-Teach-
er Association, Bagan MP Lim
Guan Eng, Penang Island City
Council, PBAPP, Universiti
Sains Malaysia, Green Educa-
tors’ Workshop, RECSAM and
the school’s alumni.

SMK Kampong Kastam has
certainly come a long way.

As Lydia aptly put it: “Taking
care of the environment has
now become a way of life for our
students and teachers.”
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N ideal green school is
more than just an eco-
riendly campus — it is a

sustainable learning ecosystem
that nurtures environmentally
responsible global citizens.

SJKC Union has long cham-
pioned this vision, embedding
sustainability into every aspect
of education and daily life.

According to school principal
Loh Meng Yim, SJKC Union has
embraced green initiatives like
solar energy adoption, smart
water-saving systems and verti-
cal gardens.

“Our school has made signifi-
cant strides in building sustain-
able infrastructure.

“In addition, we have adopt-
ed zero-waste practices, includ-
ing comprehensive waste sort-
ing, food waste composting and
plasticfree initiatives.

“But sustainability goes be-
yond infrastructure. We have
integrated a green curriculum
incorporating STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics), Al (Artificial Intel-
ligence), and loT-driven environ-
mental education,” he told Bule-
tin Mutiara recently.

SJKC Union is also actively
engaged in global eco-collabo-
rations, partnering with interna-
tional green schools and organ-
isations to exchange knowledge
and best practices.

Despite these achievements,

Loh acknowledges that the jour-
ney toward sustainability is on-
going.

“We have come a long way,
but there is still more to do. Our
goal is to be a leader in eco-
logical education — ‘Be The First
and Be The Best!"” he said.

Building an eco-campus, how-
ever, comes with challenges.

“One of the biggest hurdles
has been balancing environ-
mental initiatives with academic
responsibilities. Teachers are
busy with lesson planning, and
students have their studies to
focus on.

“To address this, we have
strategically integrated sustain-
ability efforts into our academic
curriculum and daily activities.

“Our student environmental
ambassadors play a crucial role
in maintaining the Aquapon-
ics System and caring for the
school gardens,” he added.

SJKC Union’s efforts were
validated when the school won
the 13th Penang Island City

Focus on Penang Green Schools
: award winner ([mmarjy
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Loh (standing, centre)
with some of his
teachers and pupils
who are passionate
about green initiatives.

Council’'s Green School Award
in November last year and the
Penang Green Council’s Green
School Award 2025.

Loh described these victo-
ries as pivotal moments that
strengthened the school’s de-
termination to make sustain-
ability a way of life.

“These achievements prove
that ‘impossible’ can become
‘possible’ with collective effort.
Our students are now applying
their environmental knowledge
in daily life and inspiring those
around them,” he said.

The transformation has been
remarkable. What began as
structured environmental pro-
grammes has evolved into a
culture where sustainability is
second nature.

Many students have grown
into confident advocates, ed-
ucating their peers and the
wider community on ecologi-
cal issues.

“The school’'s progress
would not have been possible
without the strong support of
parents and the community.

“Their involvement has been
instrumental, from participat-
ing in the 2024 Beach Cleanup
Event to supporting the Zero
Waste Competition by collect-
ing and donating used plastic
bottles for recycling. These col-
laborative efforts highlight the

»

power of community engage-
ment in building a sustainable
future,” Loh said.

SJKC Union’s environmen-
tal club adviser Jerome Khou
echoed this sentiment.

“With sustainability at our
core, we are shaping a new gen-
eration of environmentally con-
scious leaders.

“From the Ecologijcal Civilisa-
tion Corridor to the Digital Eco-
Smart Toilet, every initiative is
a step toward a greener, more
responsible future.

“While the journey is ongo-
ing, we remain steadfast in our
commitment to innovation and
leadership in ecological educa-
tion,” Khou said while showing
Buletin Mutiara the school’'s
green initiatives. Also present
was teacher Lee Ting Hui.
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Paving way for
motorsport enthusiasts

=Story by Kevin Vimal

legal street racing menace,

Penang aims to provide an
avenue with reduced risk and
safe navigation for those keen
on speed.

State Youth, Sports, and
Health Committee chairman
Daniel Gooi Zi Sen said recently
that motorsport, if nurtured cor-
rectly, is not only about racing
but also greatly contributes to
one’'s discipline, engineering,
teamwork and determination.

“It offers an alternative path
for those who are passionate
about speed but need proper
guidance and facilities.

“By organising well-struc-
tured racing events and training
programmes, we provide young
people with a legjitimate avenue
to pursue their passion, reduc-
ing the risks associated with il-
legal street racing.

IN a move to reduce the il-

“Instead of endangering
themselves and others on pub-
lic roads, they can refine their
skills in a controlled and safe
environment under expert su-
pervision.

“This is how we transform
energy into excellence by guid-
ing our youth toward respon-
sible, goal-oriented pursuits,”
Gooi said in his speech during
the NFS Racing 3 hours Endur-
ance programme recently.

Later, Gooi also thanked NFS
Racing for their dedication to
youth development and motor-
sports excellence.

He also assured that the
state government will continue
to support such initiatives, es-
pecially if it plays a key role in
shaping the future of Penang.

Also present during the pro-
gramme were Komtar assem-
blyman Teh Lai Heng and Air
[tam assemblyman Joseph Ng
Soon Siang.

\

% P |

(From left) Teh, Ng and Gooi aim to make motorsport popular in
Penang.

PICKLEBALL enthusiasts in Pen-
ang have reason to celebrate!

The sport’s rise in popularity
has led to the launch two new
facilities in the state.

March 8 saw the opening of
G.0.AT Pickleball facility, the
largest in Penang, at Sungai
Pinang in George Town.

It features 12 welldesigned
courts and two international
standard courts.

G.O.AT Pickleball facility
serves as a hub for learning,
training and community building,
attracting players from various
states.

Officiating at the event, Sun-
gai Pinang assemblyman Lim
Siew Khim praised the initiative.

"l firmly believe that sports
plays a crucial role in fostering
community engagement, social
inclusion, and overall well-being.

Pickleball is a perfect exam-
ple of an inclusive sport, bring-
ing people together through
teamwork, friendly competition
and shared experiences," said
Lim, who is the state Social
Development, Non-lslamic Reli-
gious Affairs and Welfare Com-
mittee chairman.

In conjunction with the launch,
Lim also officiated the G.O.A.T
Pickleball Tournament 2025,
which featured a prize pool of

Pickleball fever hits Pen

RM50,000 and drew over 350
players from across the country.

Also present at the event
were Penang Island City Coun-
cil (MBPP) councillor Nicholas
Theng, G.O.A.T directors Nick
Lee and Kenny Ooi.

Earlier, Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow opened Pickle Gen at
Giant Bayan Baru, giving players
of all skill levels a top-tier venue
to enjoy the game.

This facility boasts seven in-
ternational-standard courts, pro-
viding a complete, well-equipped
environment for players to train,
compete and socialise.

Chow trying his hand at
pickleball as he takes a swing
at the incoming ball.

Chow, in his speech, empha-
sised the sport’s potential to el
evate Penang’s sporting culture.

“Pickleball has taken Penang by
storm, and its momentum should
be harnessed to bring sports glory
to our state,” Chow said.

He highlighted that Penang’s
proposed Sports City in Batu
Kawan aims to create an inte-
grated sports hub, and emerg-
ing sports like pickleball will play
a crucial role in making this vi-
sion a reality.

“Although | am not yet a pick-
leball player, | can see that this
facility is more than just a sports

ang

court, it symbolises unity, health,
and the bridging of generations,”
he added.

Chow also encouraged the
Penang State Sports Council
(MSNPP) to explore the sport’s
competitive potential and devel-
op professional state players to
represent Penang in major tour-
naments.

Pickle Gen cofounder Da
tuk Yew Tung Seang expressed
confidence in the facility’s ability
to host international pickleball
events, thanks to its world-class
amenities.

“This facility is designed to
meet global standards, ensuring
that both casual players and pro-
fessionals have the best experi-
ence possible,” Yew said.

Also present were Lim, state
Agrotechnology, Food Security
and Cooperative Development
Committee chairman Fahmi Zain-
ol and Seri Delima assemblyman
Connie Tan Hooi Peng, and Pick-
le Gen founder Pauline Teoh.

For those eager to try out the
courts, details on court book-
ings and paddle rentals can be
found at https://www.facebook.
com/share/1R6pkagSpp/?mib
extid=wwXIfr

Bridge
Mmarathon set

to attract more
than 25,000

FOR the second consecutive
year, the prestigious Aspen-Klip-
pa Penang Bridge International
Marathon (PBIM) 2025 will take
place at Aspen Vision City in
Batu Kawan, on Dec 14.

After drawing 23,000 local
and international runners last
year, Penang is now aiming to
surpass 25,000 participants in
this year’s edition.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow, who announced the event,
said PBIM has long been a cor-
nerstone of the state's sports
tourism calendar.

"The target of 25,000 par-
ticipants reflects the growing
passion for endurance sports,
and also Penang's rising promi-
nence as a global sporting hub.

“PBIM is more than just a
race; it is a dynamic platform to
showcase Penang’s progress,
particularly in Batu Kawan.

"As | have mentioned before,
the future of Penang is in Se-
berang Perai, with Batu Kawan
emerging as a vibrant commer-
cial hub.

"Hence, the impact of this
event also extends through-
out the state, benefiting the
hotels, restaurants, and local
businesses through the influx
of runners," he said during a
media conference in Komtar
recently.

Chow also praised state Tour-
ism and Creative Economy Com-
mittee chairman Wong Hon Wai
for successfully relocating two
major events last year.

PBIM was moved to Batu
Kawan, while the Penang Inter-
national Dragon Boat Regatta
shifted from Teluk Bahang Dam
to Straits Quay Marina.

He also reaffirmed the
state’s commitment to inclusiv-
ity, particularly in empowering
women in sports.

"Our commitment to inclusiv-
ity goes beyond gender as PBIM
took a significant step forward
by introducing a special cat-
egory for visually impaired run-
ners (VIPs) in collaboration with
St Nicholas' Home and Aspen
Group," he added.

Wong, looking forward to this
year's event, described the mar-
athon as a true test of endur-
ance and reaffirmed its status
as one of Penang’s most iconic
sporting events.
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Passenger traffic nsing

HE Penang International
TAirport’s (PIA) passenger

traffic performance has
been remarkable, says state
executive director for Tourism
and Creative Economy, Wong
Hon Wai.

He noted that from Janu-
ary to February 2025, total
passenger movement at PIA
reached 1,379,084, marking
a 17.35% increase compared
to 1,175,211 in the same pe-
riod last year.

International passenger
movement surged by 22.56%,
rising from 600,084 in 2024
to 735,460 in 2025, while do-
mestic passenger movement
increased by 11.91%, from
575,127 to 643,624.

“These figures demonstrate
that Penang International Airport
is steadily establishing itself as
a hub for international tourism,
with international passenger
traffic even surpassing that of
domestic travellers,” Wong said
in a recent press release.

“According to the latest data
from the Civil Aviation Authority
of Malaysia, Penang Internation-
al Airport ranked as the second
busiest airport in Malaysia in
2024, trailing only Kuala Lumpur
International Airport.

“Among the five busiest
airports in Malaysia, Penang
International Airport record-
ed a total of 64,507 aircraft
movements, surpassing Kota
Kinabalu International Airport
(63,822), Sultan Abdul Aziz
Shah Airport (59,929), and
Kuching International Airport
(54,969). This leap in ranking
further confirms Penang Inter-
national Airport’s pivotal role
in Malaysia’s air transport
network and reflects the grow-
ing appeal of Penang as a hub
for international tourism and
business.”

As of February this year, in-
ternational flight frequency at
Penang International Airport
reached 320 flights per week,
surpassing the pre-pandemic

]
Wongjtesting the |
self-service check-in
Kiosk{at the Penang
International Airport.

level of 284 flights per week.
Compared to 208 flights per
week in 2016, this represents a
1.54-old increase.

“With the continuous rise in
both passenger numbers and
flight frequencies, the current 16
aircraft bays are insufficient to

meet future demand. Therefore,
the expansion plan includes the
addition of 12 new aircraft bays
— six with contact stands and six
remote bays, boosting the total
to 28 aircraft bays, nearly dou-
bling the current capacity. This
proactive measure is designed

to effectively manage the grow-
ing influx of passengers driven
by Penang’s thriving tourism in-
dustry,” Wong said.

Wong recently led a delega-
tion of Penang tourism industry
players to Penang International
Airport for a meeting with the air-
port management.

The visit aimed to monitor the
progress of the airport’s expan-
sion project and provide a plat-
form for direct dialogue between
tourism stakeholders and air-
port management.

The airport has been
equipped with 35 self-service
check-in kiosks to enhance pas-
senger check-in efficiency.

Of these kiosks, 15 are des-
ignated for AirAsia, while the
remaining 20 are currently allo-
cated for Scoot, Cathay Pacific
and Malaysia Airlines.

“These 35 kiosks are strate-
gically positioned throughout the
airport to optimise passenger
flow and prevent overcrowding,”
Wong said.
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=Pix by Muhamad Amir Irsyad
Omar

TIE Penang government
has urged industry players
and the private sector to
contribute to the Penang Future
Foundation (PFF), as its scholar-
ship fund is running low, with
less than RM5 million remain-
ing to support deserving under-
graduate students.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who also chairs the PFF,
made this appeal while an-
nouncing that 54 students have
been selected for the 2024
scholarship awards — 49 under
the Penang Scholar category
and five under the Mutiara
Scholar category.

“Our funds are drying up,
and we have less than RM5 mil-
lion left, which may only last for
about two more years.

“The arguments remain that
the state government must do
more and more to provide a
bottomless talent pool. That is
a tall order, but it is also a re-
ality that such a commitment
places a high financial strain
on the state’s already limited

MY PEHANG
HY WORKPLACE

Chow and NaZ|r (fourth from left) in a group photo with PFF scholarship recipients (from left) Ng Chin Qi,

Muhamamad Danial Adzha Syamsul Adzha, Kavinesh Reddy Gopalkrishnan and Samantha Law Zhi Wei.

resources.

“While we intend to continue
with this initiative for as long
as possible, | must implore the
generosity of key industry play-
ers in Penang to step forward
and contribute. Their generos-
ity will help ensure that the PFF
remains a lifeline for gifted and
deserving students,” Chow said
during a symbolic award presen-
tation to four scholar represen-
tatives from the 2024 cohort at
Komtar recently.

With the presence of over

350 multinational companies
(MNCs) and 6,500 small me-
dium enterprises (SMEs) in the
state, Chow is hopeful for more
financial support from the indus-
try to sustain the programme.

The total scholarship amount
awarded for the 2024 cohort
stands at RM2.7 million.

Since its inception in 2015,
PFF has provided scholarships
to 805 students, amounting to
approximately RM44.5 million.

Between 2015 and 2023,
751 students received PFF

scholarships to pursue under-
graduate degrees in diverse
fields, including Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, Mathemat-
ics, Accountancy, and Finance.
In 2024, an additional 54 stu-
dents have been awarded schol-
arships.

“These two distinct scholar-
ship awards are designed to
encourage the academic high-
flyers to maintain a strong aca-
demic performance in the Pen-
ang Scholar category, and to
help those from disadvantaged

Industry urg to back Pri

financial backgrounds under
the Mutiara Scholar category,”
Chow said.

Marking its 10th anniversary
this year, the state government
remains committed to sustain-
ing the PFF initiative.

Chow emphasised that as
Penang charts its industriali-
sation journey for the next 50
years, it is even more crucial
to maintain a steady pipeline of
talent to meet growing industry
demands.

“This initiative benefits both
students and the industry, as
scholarship recipients are re-
quired to work in Penang for two
to five years after graduation,
depending on the scholarship
amount they received,” he said.

Datuk Seri Nazir Ariff, a mem-
ber of the PFF Selection Com-
mittee, highlighted that more
than half of the over 700 gradu-
ates who received the scholar-
ship awards are now employed
in the Free Trade Zone.
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LOCATIONIPLEAN

o) 3 BEDROOM & 2 BATHROOM

o' VARIOUS PRIVATE FACILITIES

TO REGISTER PLEASE CALL :

+604-5480 277

. TOTAL UNIT
B et

168 UNIT

012 - 5105 577 wessen
018 - 9814 720 st

Nama projek : Residensi Murmi

g Mo, lesen pemaju @ 30530/08-2028/0207 (N)

BB i et ikan & juslan : 30530-1/11-2027/1031(NH5)  Tempoh sah : 11/11/2024 - 10/11/2027 Mo kelub

Jenis pegangan tanah : Hakmilik Kekal

Jenis pururahan : Rumah Pangsa / Konde  Sekatan Kepentingan : Ada

Tempoh sah : 16/08/2023 - 15/08/2028 Ko pelan

natur : MBSH/T0/35-16/212
n pelan bangunan
Bebanan tanah : Gadaian (Malsyan Banking Berhad)

BLOKA  Harga

iMBSP/A0/20-16/31 (15) pioyp Harga :RM 353,000 (Min]  piak berkuasa

< RM 353,000 (Min]  Jenis Unit
:RM 458,000 (Max)  giynpar, paskic :1-2

: {Jenis A) 950 SOFT
Sualan

+ Majlis Bandaray

Jualan oy aen 000 (Max)  YANE Meluluskan Seberang Persl
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Disiar oleh Kerajaan Negeri Pulau Pinang



