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HIEF Minister Chow Kon Yeow
Cextended his warmest congratu-

lations and pledged unwaver-
ing loyalty to Tuan Yang Terutama Tun
Ramli Ngah Talib during the swearing-in
ceremony of the latter as the ninth Yang
di-Pertua Negeri of Penang on May 1.

Speaking on behalf of the Penang state
government and the people of Penang,
Chow extended heartfelt gratitude to the
Yang di-Pertuan Agong, His Majesty Sultan
Ibrahim Sultan Iskandar, for bestowing the
Letter of Appointment and the Darjah Seri
Maharaja Mangku Negara, which carries
the title “Tun”, upon Ramli.

His appointment as the 9th Yang di-
Pertua Negeri of Penang was formalised
in a dignified investiture ceremony at
Istana Negara on April 24.

The momentous event was wit-
nessed by Prime Minister Datuk Seri
Anwar lbrahim and Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow.

Describing Ramli’s appointment as a
great honour for all Penangites, Chow
said: “On this historic day, |, along with
the Members of the State Executive
Council, Members of the State Legisla-
tive Assembly, Members of Parliament,
leaders at various levels, and the peo-
ple of Penang, reaffirm our unwaver-
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swearing-in ceremony.

ing pledge of loyalty to Your Excellency
Tun’s leadership.

“Tun’s distinguished service record
— including nearly 17 years as Perak
Menteri Besar (1982 to 1999) and over
three years as Speaker of the Dewan
Rakyat (2004 to 2008) — has earned
him national respect. Tun’s noble char-
acter, wisdom, and extensive experience

(From left) Chow, Ramli, Noora Ashikin arid Tan éfter the

reflect the qualities
of a true statesman.
| am confident that
Penang will continue
to shine under Tun's
guidance, inspired
by fresh ideas and
renewed spirit to-
ward a more pros-
perous and vibrant
future.”

Chow said Pen-
ang is determined
not only to keep
pace with techno-

logical advance-
ments but to lead in
innovation,  through

industrial enhancement, infrastructure
expansion and workforce upskilling.

Ramli’s appointment was made in
accordance with Article 1 of the Consti-
tution of the State of Penang for a four-
year term, beginning May 1, 2025, and
ending April 30, 2029.

The swearing-in ceremony took place

Ramli signing his oath of P
allegiance and instrument of
appointment as Zulkifli (seated,
right) and Rozana (seated,
second from right) look on. |

LNy
at Dewan Sri Pinang.

Ramli, 84, succeeds Tun Ahmad Fuzi
Abdul Razak, who held the position from
May 1, 2021.

At the swearing-in ceremony at De-
wan Sri Pinang, Penang State Secre-
tary Datuk Zulkifli Long announced the
appointment while Penang High Court
Judge Datuk Rozana Ali Yusoff presided
over the swearing-in ceremony.

Chow and his wife, Tan Lean Kee,
were among the dignitaries present.

The swearing-in was followed by a
17-cannon salute as a symbolic tribute
to Ramli’s appointment.

Earlier, Ramli arrived at Dewan Sri
Pinang at about 9am, accompanied by
his consort Toh Puan Raja Noora Ashi-
kin Raja Abdullah.

The ceremony started with Ramli in-
specting the guard of honour mounted
by the Second Battalion of the Malay
Regiment, comprising three officers and
103 soldiers.

* Turn to p3
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HE recently concluded
scheduled water supply
interruption  (SWSI) in

Penang has been declared a
success.

This follows the final con-
nection of the new pipeline
crossing Sungai Perai at Kam-
pong Teluk and Ampang Jajar,
replacing the temporary pipes
installed after the underground
pipelines burst in December
2023 and January 2024, as
well as the on-time completion
of all 23 planned waterworks
projects. With that, full water
supply has been restored to
341,708 affected consumers.

The largescale water disrup-
tion, which took place from April
25 at 10pmto April 28 at 6.30pm,
impacted residents across all five
districts of Penang.

Despite the scale, the co-
ordinated effort by the Pen-
ang Water Supply Corpora-
tion (PBAPP) ensured smooth
implementation and efficient
recovery.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who is also PBAPP chair-
man, said PBAPP seized the
opportunity presented by the
scheduled shutdown to execute
23 critical waterworks projects
across nine installations.

"This approach helps reduce
the need for future disruptions.
The total cost of these projects
was RM25 million,” Chow said.

Kampong Teluk and Ampang
Jajar are two of four locations
where underground pipes along
Sungai Perai were replaced
with overhead pipes. The Sun-
gai Perai Crossing Pipeline (SR-
RCP) section in Seberang Perai
cost RM8.7 million.

The underground pipes at
the other two locations will be
replaced next year.

THE Penang government will
rename the 5.5km Lebuhraya
Bandar Cassia in Batu Kawan
as Jalan Tun Abdullah Badawi
in honour of Malaysia’s fifth
prime minister.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow, in a recent statement, said
the State Executive Council had
unanimously agreed to the re-
naming as a tribute to the late
Tun Abdullah’s contributions to
the state during his tenure as
prime minister from 2003 to
2009.

"The Sultan Abdul Halim
Muadzam Shah Bridge or the
Second Penang Bridge was

Meanwhile, PBAPP chief ex-
ecutive officer Datuk K. Path-
manathan said approximately
850 PBAPP personnel worked
tirelessly in shifts over the
96-hour operation to ensure
the success of the SWSI.

“We also extend our grati-
tude to the third-party contrac-
tors and vendors who played
crucial roles across nine proj-
ect sites.

“Special thanks also to all
the water tanker crew who oper-
ated in accordance to PBAPP's
April SWSI including the Penang
Volunteer Fire Brigade (PBS),
Penang local city councils, Air
Selangor, Syarikat Air Darul
Aman, Ranhill SAJ, Pengurusan
Air Pahang, Air Kelantan Sdn
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Bhd, Syarikat Air Negeri Sembi-
lan, Lembaga Air Perak, Syarikat
Air Melaka Berhad and Syarikat
Air Terengganu.

“Thank you also to all

341,708 affected water con-
sumers who planned, pre-
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pared and stored water for
their own use during the SW-
Sl. Thank you also for your
understanding, patience and
cooperation,” he said in a
statement.

Chow also commended
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PBAPP for the successful im-

plementation of SWSI.

“Special thanks also to all

elected
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water operators from neigh-
bouring states for playing their
part by assisting Penangites
representatives and during the SWSI,” he said.

Penang renames highway to honour Pak Lah

the greatest gift of the late Tun
Abdullah to the people of Pen-
ang, announced during his ninth
Malaysia Plan speech in 2003.

"As a result, the second
bridge has driven economic
growth between Batu Maung on
the island and the development
of Bandar Cassia in Batu Kawan
as a new industrial zone,” Chow
said.

Born in Bayan Lepas, Pen-
ang, Tun Abdullah, fondly known
as Pak Lah, passed away on
April 14 at the age of 85.

Chow also highlighted that
Pak Lah officially named Ban-
dar Cassia on Aug 24, 2004,
with the name formally en-
dorsed by the state govern-
ment on Aug 10, 2016.

He added that under Abdul-
lah’s leadership, Penang ben-
efited from several major ini-
tiatives, including the RM1bil
expansion of the Penang Inter-
national Airport, the RM2.7bil
development of Penang Sen-
tral, the Butterworth Outer Ring
Road and the establishment of

the Northern Corridor Economic
Regijon.

"Tun Abdullah’s passing is a
profound loss for the nation, es-
pecially for Penang. May his ser-
vice and contributions in devel-
oping the country and this state
always remain in the hearts of
all Malaysians and Penangites,"
said Chow.

Bertam assemblyman Da-
tuk Seri Reezal Merican Naina
Merican also expressed his
appreciation to the state gov-
ernment for commemorating

Abdullah in this way.

“Kepala Batas was once
known as a ‘cowboy town’; but
today, it has transformed ... ev-
erything is here.

“Certainly, as we move for-
ward, when we look back, to the
left and right, it is impossible
to separate ourselves from the
immense contributions of Tun
Abdullah Haji Ahmad Badawi,”
he said in his speech during the
Bertam ADUN Hari Raya Open
House held at Bertam Square
on April 19.
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Joining hands to promote road safety

safety awareness, the Pen-

ang government has joined
hands with Universiti Sains
Malaysia (USM) for the Com-
muting Safety Management
System (CAMS) project.

The CAMS initiative is a col-
laboration between USM and
Boon Siew Honda Sdn Bhd,
aimed at reducing motorcycle-
related accidents.

With the state’s involvement,
this research-driven collabora-
tion is set to foster an exchange
of expertise between academia,
industry and government, en-
riching educational programmes
and delivering mutual benefits
to all parties involved.

State Infrastructure, Trans-
port and Digital Committee
chairman Zairil Khir Johari de-
scribed the CAMS project as a
key strategic initiative aligned
with the Penang2030 vision.

“This project embodies the
Penang2030 vision by enhanc-
ing liveability, improving the qual-
ity of life through the reduction
of road accidents, and empow-
ering civic participation through
community-based safety initia-

IN a move to enhance road

tives,” Zairil said during the
opening ceremony of World Day
for Safety and Health at Work in
Batu Kawan recently.

He added the project is also
in line with the Malaysia Road
Safety Plan 2022-2030 and
complements the objectives of
the Penang Transport Master-
plan, which aims to reduce ac-
cident rates, particularly among
motorcyclists, and elevate the
standard of living, livability and
productivity in the state.

During the event, a Memo-
randum of Understanding (MoU)
was exchanged between USM
and the Penang government to
formalise their collaboration on
the CAMS project.

Among those present were
Bukit Tambun assemblyman
Goh Choon Aik, USM deputy
vice-chancellor Prof Dr Azlan Am-
ran, USM CAMS project leader
Assoc Prof Dr Lilis Surienty Abd
Talib, and Boon Siew Honda Hu-
man Resources and Administra-
tion chief officer Rosidan Harun.

Zairil also highlighted the
alarming road fatality statistics
in Penang.

“Currently, 80% of road deaths
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in Penang involve motorcycllsts.
“Statistics from the Social
Security Organisation (Socso)
reveal that commuting acci-
dents among employees have
doubled over the past two de-
cades, with 38,458 cases re-
ported in 2023 — an increase
of 54% compared to 17,609
cases in 2003,” he said.
According to Zairil, findings

Chow thanks Ahmad Fuzi for invaluable service

* from p1

During the ceremony, Ramli al-
s0 took the oath of office and was
conferred the Darjah Utama Pan-
gkuan Negeri (DUPN), which car-
ries the title “Datuk Seri Utama”.

Chow also took the opportunity
to thank Ahmad Fuzi for his valu-
able services and contributions
throughout his fouryear tenure as
the Yang di-Pertua Negeri.

He also extended special
thanks to Toh Puan Khadijah Mo-
hd Nor for her unwavering support
and contributions, particularly in
the areas of women’s welfare and
community development.

Chow said Ahmad Fuzi’s lead-
ership not only safeguarded but

also nurtured and uplifted all lev-
els of society with compassion
and vision.

“One of Tun’s legacies is the
establishment of the Tuan Yang
Terutama (TYT) Penang Founda-
tion, which continues to support
the underprivileged and reflects
Tun’s deep concern for the peo-
ple’s welfare.

“In the area of environmental
sustainability, Tun’s ‘One Million
Trees in One Day’ planting cam-
paign not only earned recognition
in the Malaysia Book of Records
but also created a green legacy
for future generations.

“Thus, on behalf of the Pen-
ang government and the people

Chow accompanying Ahmad Fuzi to the Tribute and Appreciation
Dinner for the latter on April 28. With them are Khadijah (second
from right) and Tan (right).

of Penang, | offer our heartfelt
appreciation and gratitude to
Tun Ahmad Fuzi. We wish both
him and Toh Puan Khadijah con-
tinued good health, peace, and
happiness,” said Chow.

Below is the list of previous
Yang di-Pertua Negeri of Penang:

Note: The term Yang diPertua
Negeri of Penang came into use
in 1975. Previously, the person
holding the post was known as
Governor.

1) Raja Tun Uda AlHaj Raja
Muhammad (Aug 31, 1957 -
Aug 30, 1967).

2) Tun Syed Sheh Syed Abdul-
lah Shahabuddin (Aug 31,
1967 - Jan 31, 1969).

3) Tun Syed Sheh AHHaj Syed
Hassan Barakbah (Feb 1, 1969
—Feb 1, 1975).

4) Tun Sardon Jubir (Feb 2,
1975 — April 30, 1981).

5) Tun Dr Awang Hassan (May
1, 1981 - April 30, 1989).

6) Tun Hamdan Sheikh Tahir
(May 1, 1989 — April 30, 2001.).
7) Tun Abdul Rahman Abbas
(May 1, 2001 — April 30, 2021.).
8) Tun Ahmad Fuzi Abdul Razak
(May 1, 2021 — April 30, 2025).

from the CAMS study are con-
sistent with Socso’s data, show-
ing that 59% of accidents occur
while commuting to work, with
41% on the way home.

Similarly, Socso’s data show
52.1% of accidents happen en
route to work, with about 36%
occurring on the return journey.

He further shared the positive
outcomes from the CAMS pilot
project implemented at the Batu
Kawan Industrial Park (BKIP).

“Focused interventions over
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five years have resulted in ze-
ro accidents over a 10-month
period among new employ-
ees trained in safety riding —
whereas previously, accidents
would typically occur within
two to four weeks of starting
work,” he said.

Zairil also noted a significant
reduction in hand injuries follow-
ing the introduction of gloves for
riders who completed interme-
diate-level safety riding training
under the CAMS programme.

Penang launches automated
parking enforcement

IF you are thinking of parking il-
legally or haphazardly, you better
think twice.

In a major leap towards digital
governance and smart city solu-
tions, the Penang government
has rolled out an Automated
Number Plate Recognition (AN-
PR) system that instantly issues
parking fines through the Penang
Smart Parking (PSP) application,
eliminating the need for on-site
enforcement officers.

Under the new system, which
went into full effect on April 24,
vehicles parked without valid
payment in designated council
parking lots on both the island
and mainland will automatically
receive a compound notice via
the PSP app.

The system scans number
plates and crosschecks them
with the Road Transport Depart-
ment (JPJ) database in realtime.

State Local Government,
Town and Country Planning Com-
mittee chairman Jason H'ng
Mooi Lye said this was not just

a tech upgrade but a paradigm
shift in urban enforcement.

"We are improving operational
efficiency, reducing human error,
and making a firm commitment
to environmental sustainability by
eliminating paperbased fines,"
he said during a media confer-
ence in Seberang Perai recently.

Both the Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) and Seberang Pe-
rai City Council (MBSP) will deploy
five ANPR units each.

The ANPR-equipped vehicles
will patrol parking areas, iden-
tifying and recording violations
autonomously.

H'ng added the system is
expected to cut enforcement
manpower needs by up to 60%
and significantly lower operating
costs in the long term.

The move positions Penang
as one of the first states in Ma-
laysia to fully digitalise park-
ing enforcement, aligning with
broader efforts to enhance
urban management through
smart technologies.



Promoting inclusivity among special needs children

IT is important to foster inclu-
sive environments for special
students in schools and the
community, says Tan Lean
Kee, wife of Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow.

Tan said this in her speech
at the launch of a special pro-
gramme titled “Creating an
Inclusive Environment” held
at SMK Westlands recently
in conjunction with Autism
Awareness Month.

It aimed to promote inclu-
sivity for individuals with dis-
abilities within schools and
the community.

The programme, held in
conjunction with World Au-
tism Day, was organised by
Pertubuhan Wanita Mutiara
and supported by the state
Education Department’s Spe-
cial Education section.
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OUTH Korean semicon-
s ductor giant Simmtech

Holdings Inc. through
its Malaysia-based subsidiary,
Sustio Sdn Bhd, has expand-
ed its presence in Penang.

This is following with the com-
pletion of its second operations
facility in the Batu Kawan Indus-
trial Park (BKIP).

The RM326 million phase
two expansion features cutting-
edge and advanced technolo-
gies in printed circuit boards
(PCBs), pushing the boundaries
of what is possible in electronic
design and manufacturing, and
enabling the development of
smaller, faster, and more power-
ful devices.

Semtech Co. Ltd chief ex
ecutive officer Jeffery Chun
said since the company’s incep-
tion in Batu Kawan three years
ago, Sustio has invested ap-
proximately RM750 million to
develop Southeast Asia’s first
advanced manufacturing facility
of its kind.

He added the strategic expan-
sion has generated 1,400 high-
value jobs, strengthening Malay-
sia’s role in the global semicon-
ductor supply chain.

“Looking ahead, Sustio is
poised for further growth with
plans tailored for Al-driven appli-
cations.

“The Simmtech Group has
designs on Sustio Building 3 at
its current site and has secured
an additional 10 acres of land

The event brought together
special education teachers from
across the state for a day of em-
powerment and awareness.

It drew praise for highlighting
the dedication and commitment
of educators to their special
needs students.

Tan said: “You are the true
soul of the students. You play a
pivotal role in their lives, nurtur-
ing and developing those with
special needs."

Participants were introduced
to a range of disabilities, includ-
ing Autism Spectrum Disorder,
Attention  Deficit/Hyperactivity
Disorder (ADHD), dyslexia, Down
syndrome and cerebral palsy.

Tan lauded the workshop and
underscored the importance of
understanding sensory process-
ing issues and the benefits of
inclusive education for both stu-

Simmtech expands
Penang footprint

facility, of its kind.
: e

e

for Sustio Building 4, signalling
a longterm commitment to in-
novation and expansion in the
region.

“After all, our investments in
Penang reflect our confidence in
the state’s talent, infrastructure,
and strategic position in the
semiconductor industry.

“With Sustio’s cutting-edge
capabilities, we are not only
supporting global technology
demands but also empowering
local economic development,”

Tan (in a long-sleeve light blue blouse) with attendees during the cake-cutting ceremony at the

special programme.

dents with special needs and
their typically developing peers.

Citing studies, Tan highlighted
that inclusive classrooms con-
tribute to improved academic
performance, enhanced social
skills and better mental health
outcomes, while also helping to
reduce bullying.

Jeffery said in his speech.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow, who officiated the new facil-
ityy, commended Simmtech on
this significant achievement.

“l am truly proud to witness
Sustio’s rapid growth over just a
few years. This expansion clearly
reaffirms the company’s confi-
dence in Penang’s ecosystem,
talent and bright future.

“With today’s Phase 2 expan-
sion, Sustio will double its high-
density interconnection (HDI)

“Let us work together to build
schools that are not just places
of learning, but places where di-
versity is celebrated,” she urged.

In her closing remarks, Tan
called for a collective commit-
ment to recognising and valu-
ing every child.

"Let us build a world where

manufacturing capacity, keeping
pace with the global demand
driven by artificial intelligence
(Al), advanced computing, and
next-generation smart devices.

“We are also greatly encour-
aged by Simmtech Group’s long-
term vision for Penang, through
plans for Sustio Building 3 and
the acquisition of an additional
10 acres for Building 4.

“Your commitment speaks
volumes of Batu Kawan's rising
stature as a destination for ad-

no child is left behind because
every child deserves love, edu-
cation and the opportunity to ful-
fil their potential,” she said.

The programme marked a sig-
nificant step in Penang’s ongo-
ing efforts to champion inclusive
education and support for spe-
cial children.

vanced electronics manufactur-
ing, and we are proud that you
have chosen to grow with us,”
he said.

Chow added as Penang con-
tinues to advance its stand-
ing as the Silicon Valley of the
East, the state government is
steadfast in its commitment to
improving connectivity, utilities,
industrial infrastructure, and
nurturing talent to meet inves-
tors’ evolving needs.

“Through continued collab-
oration with the International
Trade and Industry Ministry
(Miti), Malaysian Investment
Development Authority (Mida)
and agencies like InvestPen-
ang, we remain dedicated to
creating an enabling environ-
ment where businesses can
thrive and grow with certainty
and confidence.

“My heartiest congratulations
once again to Sustio on the
opening of this new facility.

“We deeply value your trust
in Penang, and we look forward
to building an even stronger
partnership as we work together
to drive innovation, growth and
opportunity for all,” said Chow.

Also present during the
ceremony were South Korean
Ambassador to Malaysia Yeo
Seung-bae, Mida Penang di-
rector Muhammad Ghaddaffi
Sardar Mohamed, InvestPen-
ang chief executive officer
Datuk Loo Lee Lian, Sim-
mtech chairman Simon Chun
and Malaysia Semiconductor
Industry Association (MSIA)
president Datuk Seri Wong
Siew Hai.
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Lawyer JJ Chan raises the bar

uStory by K.H. Ong

=Pix by Law Suun Ting and
courtesy of Chan Ban Eng
& Co

HEN he was 15, Chan
Ju Jin was sent to Eng-
land by his parents to

attend boarding school.

The Penang teenager was
given a choice between reading
law or medicine.

However, after witnessing a
dead rabbit being cut open in
a biology class at Malvern Col-
lege, he found himself put off by
the sight of blood.

A quick call home secured
his parents’ blessing to pursue
law instead.

That decision changed the
course of his life.

Better known as JJ, he was
later called to the English Bar
in 2001 after graduating from
Gray’s Inn, London.

He earned a “Very Compe-
tent” from the Inns of Court
School of Law, an institution
whose alumni include 16 Brit-
ish Prime Ministers, Malaysia’s
first Prime Minister Tunku Abdul
Rahman, and Singapore’s first
Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew.

Upon returning to Penang, JJ
began his legal career at a lead-
ing law firm.

Though still a junior legal as-
sociate at 23, he was entrusted
with a tough case involving a
major public-listed company and
a client who happened to be his
boss’ nephew.

Despite the challenge, JJ won
the case, a milestone that gave
him the confidence to chart his
path forward in law.

In 2014, some 13 years into
his career, JJ joined his father's
law firm as managing partner.

Throughout his years of ex-
perience, JJ noticed that clients
facing complex legal issues
would often turn to firms in
Kuala Lumpur or if the matter
is more niche or complicated,
they would engage international
firms in Singapore, etc.

i

certificates that he has earned.

The statue of Lady Justice holds pride of place
in Chan’s office. Beside it are two notable

JJ felt that he could make a
difference and offer such legal
services from his hometown,
Penang, instead and hence he
set out to change this mindset.

Known for his rigorous work
ethic, JJ handles niche and
complex matters, including cor-
porate and financial lines, medi-
cal negligence, directors and of-
ficers’ (D&O) liability, insurance/
reinsurance and more.

Today, he is sought after by in-
stitutions from New York, London,
and the Asia Pacific regjon, includ-
ing Lloyd’s of London, the world’s
leading insurance market.

“They now come to us in Pen-
ang, and | am proud of that. We

are the same as them, if not bet-
ter. It is entirely possible to do it
from Penang and be recognised
internationally, reversing the brain
drain. Penang lang boleh! We can
be known for our legal prowess
just as we are for char koay teow,
laksa, semiconductors, and med-
ical tourism,” JJ said.

His efforts and achieve-
ments have not gone unnoticed.
Recently, JJ was named one of
Asian Legal Business (ALB) Top
30 Litigators in Asia, one of only
two Malaysians on the list, and

a feat which has never been
achieved by a Penang lawyer.

He was also a Top 3 Finalist
for “Managing Partner of the
Year” at the ALB Malaysia and
a Finalist in the same category
in the Regional ALB Southeast
Asia Law Awards 2025, another
first for Penang.

JJ credits his father, as well
as his partners Fazleeza Azli,
Ho Chi Yuen, and Phoebe Ng,
along with his dedicated team,
for their professionalism and
commitment.

Chow browsing
through the
book as JJ Chan
elaborates on its
content.
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“I'm honoured to represent
Penang and Malaysia on the in-
ternational legal stage,” JJ told
Buletin Mutiara.

With nearly 25 years of expe-
rience, JJ has handled several
landmark cases.

Among the most notable
was a successful appeal involv-
ing a private hospital, overturn-
ing a High Court ruling in which
the Court of Appeal dismissed
a negligence finding and re-
versed RM6,037,600 in award-
ed damages.

As a token of appreciation,
the hospital presented JJ with
a small statue of ‘Lady Justice’,
symbolising justice, fairness
and impartiality.

Last year, JJ became the
first and only legal practitioner
from the Asia Pacific (or at least
from Malaysia) to be invited by
Lloyd’s of London to co-host a
webinar, where he shared in-
sights on landmark medical neg-

ligence cases.

His alma mater, now City St
George’s, University of London,
recently featured him in an inter-
view, the first ever on an Asian
legal alumnus.

Beyond litigation, JJ is also
an author and educator.

He co-authored Directors
& Officers Liability Insurance:
Selected Articles, Cases and
Materials with American Kevin
LaCroix, a world-renowned and
authoritative figure in the D&O
industry.

It is the first of its kind in the
Asia Pacific. His other publica-
tions include Landmark Cases
on Medical Negligence, Effective-
ness of Agreed Liquidated Dam-
ages Clauses, and Significant
Matters Relating to Directors &
Officers Liability Insurance.

JJ recently presented the first
print of the D&O book to Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

He also shared his publica-
tions, research, and materials
with Higher Education Ministry
directorgeneral Datuk Prof Dr
Azlinda Azman, deputy director-
general Prof Dr Zainal Amin and
Universiti Malaya’s Dean of Fac-
ulty of Law Prof Dr Jason Chuah.

These publications are pri-
marily for academia and not for
sale. JJ sees them as a way to
give back to the state and the
government.

“The old values of hard work
and integrity still work. | don’t be-
lieve in shortcuts. Do something
very well and it will bear fruit.”

Despite his growing stature,
JJ remains grounded.

He serves as legal adviser
for over 70 hospitals and com-
munity organisations, including
Hospital Lam Wah Ee, Penang
Adventist Hospital, Penang
Home for the Infirm and Aged,
and Penang Chinese Clan Coun-
cil, the organiser of the annual
statedlevel Miao Hui Chinese
New Year celebration.

Reflecting on his journey, JJ
believes in serving the commu-
nity with a sense of duty to help,
uplift and empower others to
put Penang and Malaysia on the
world map.

“We have one life, we have
one chance given by God, our par-
ents and our grandparents. We
should be the best we can be. Be-
ing the absolute best that we can
be, and contributing to our home
state, country and society, might
just be the truest and best form
of patriotism,” JJ shared.
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the People’s Republic of China
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Sardaanji scores Blb_ hattrlck

uStory by Kevin Vimal
=Pix by Alissala Thian

ENANG is renowned as a
Pfood haven, but how many

authentic Punjabi restau-
rants can you find here?

The answer might just be
one, Sardaarji — Flavours of Pun-
jab, a culinary gem nestled in
the heart of George Town.

Since its establishment in
2019, Sardaarji has earned a
reputation as Penang’s goto
Punjabi restaurant, winning the
hearts of locals and internation-
al visitors.

Its excellence in delivering rich
and authentic Punjabi flavours
has been recognised globally,
with Sardaarji being awarded the
prestigious Michelin Bib Gour-
mand title three years in a row —
in 2023, 2024, and now, 2025.

For Ranmeet Singh, 33, the
restaurant’s first Michelin recog-
nition in 2023 was unexpected
yet life-changing.

“One fine day in 2022, | was
sitting in my restaurant when a
courier arrived from Michelin.

“It was an invitation to attend
a dinner in Kuala Lumpur,” Ran-
meet recalled.

“I had no idea what to expect,
but when | got there, | saw some
of Malaysia’s most renowned
chefs, including Chef Wan.

“That was when the nerves
kicked in.

“Then, the announcement
came, that Sardaarji had made
it to the Michelin Bib Gourmand
list. | was stunned,” he said.

crispy Pani Puri.

Since then, the restaurant
has continued to push culinary
boundaries, successfully retain-
ing the title in 2024 and 2025.

“Of course, there is pressure,
but it motivates us to consistently
deliver good food and an excep-
tional dining experience to our
customers,” Ranmeet added.

Sardaarji is best known for
its freshly made chapatis, rich
Butter Chicken, fragrant Mutton
Biryani, and crispy Pani Puri, not
to mention its signature “Chai”
(milk tea), a crowd favourite.

In an effort to further elevate
Sardaariji’'s offerings, the restau-
rant recently made a strategic
shift in its kitchen leadership.

A local Penangborn talent,
Mohamad Ashraf Mohamad Mu-

Some of the signature dishes found at Sardaarji, from their freshly
made chapatis, rich Butter Chicken, fragrant Mutton Biryani, and

sannif, 30, has taken over as
head chef, replacing the previ
ous chef from India.

Under Ashraf, Sardaarji con-
tinues to deliver the authentic
flavours that earned it the Mi-
chelin Bib Gourmand accolade.

According to Ranmeet, this
move is part of the restaurant’s
broader vision to foster inclusiv-
ity while also working towards
halal certification.

“We want to create oppor-
tunities for local talent, espe-
cially young Malaysians pas-
sionate about the food and
beverage industry.

“By doing so, we are not only
giving them a platform to grow
but also ensuring that our dish-
es have a Malaysian touch while
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Ranmeet posing with the Michelin award. With him are Ashraf (left)
and Niran (right).

maintaining the authenticity of
Punjabi cuisine,” he said.

Ashraf's passion for cooking
has seen him rise from an ap-
prentice cook to the head chef
of one of Penang’s most cel
ebrated restaurants.

Assisting him is K. Niran
Raj, 24, along with a team of
dedicated parttimers, many of
whom are young SPM graduates
eager to make their mark in the
culinary world.

Sardaariji’s excellence extends
beyond its restaurant doors.

Over the years, the res-
taurant has catered for pres-
tigious state events, includ-
ing Deepavali open houses
attended by distinguished
guests, such as then Yang
di-Pertua Negeri Tun Ahmad
Fuzi Abdul Razak.

With its commitment to
quality, innovation, and inclu-
sivity, Sardaarji continues to
symbolise Penang’s vibrant
and evolving food culture—
one that celebrates both heri-
tage and progress.

Hospital's charity event ra|ses more than RM300k

IT was a sunny Sunday morn-
ing when hundreds of partici-
pants turned up for Penang
Adventist Hospital’s charity
fundraiser at Queensbay Mall.

Held in conjunction with
World Health Day, the event,
called the “Charity Green Pa-
rade” and themed “Moving
Together, Healing Together”,
raised RM344,594 to benefit
the Dr. J. Earl Gardner Fund,
which helps provide medical
assistance to patients requir-
ing major surgeries.

State Social Development,
Welfare, and Nondslamic Reli
gious Affairs Committee chair
man Lim Siew Khim praised
PAH’s continuous commitment
in being a pillar of healthcare ex-

cellence over the years.

“Health is not something we
should think about only when
we are unwell,” Lim said in her
speech during the event.

“It is a daily commitment, a
lifestyle choice, and a shared re-
sponsibility.

“We must also recoghise that
true public health goes beyond
hospitals and clinics.

“It lies in our collective effort
to support the most vulnerable
among us; those struggling with
poverty, illness, disability, and
isolation.

“That is why events like to-
day remind us of the power
of that shared commitment,”
she added.

Lim also commended PAH

Koh (front row, second from rlght), Phua (front row, fifth from rlght), PAH top management and
participants giving the thumbs-up after the successful event.

for being named one of Asia’s
Best Hospitals 2025 by News-
week.

“This well-deserved recog-
nition reflects your commit-

ment to quality healthcare,
innovative services, and im-
pactful charity work. PAH’s ex-
cellence extends beyond clini-
cal care into the heart of the

community,” she added.

Also present were PAH
group president Ronald Koh
and PAH chief executive offi-
cer Albin Phua.
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HE used to be in the
real estate business
but today Nellie Bok is

a home-based chef.

At 67, Nellie is proof that it's
never too late to pursue your
passion.

A proud Penangite, Nellie
has transformed her love for
cooking into a thriving home-
based business known as
Nell’s mykitchen.

During a recent interview,
Nellie shared how her journey
into the culinary world began
rather unexpectedly.

“I was actually in the real es-
tate business before this.

“It was only after | retired and
the Movement Control Order
(MCO) was enforced that | start-
ed selling food from home,”
she said.

The turning point came when
a friend, Timothy Tye, founder of
the Facebook community group
SojiMart, invited her to join the
platform.

SojiMart was created to help

Ckmg with heart

Malaysians shop and build busi-
nesses during the pandemic.

Through this exposure, Nel-
lie (pix) began advertising her
food, and what started as a
side hobby quickly evolved into
a fulltime venture.

“Passion played a big part. |

had so much spare time during |

MCO, and | have always loved
cooking.

“When you truly enjoy mak-
ing something for others to ap-
preciate, it's not just about the

Among Nellle s signature dlshes is this dellclous gulai seafood.

money — it's about the joy it
brings,” she said.
Today, Nell’s mykitchen is

known for its wide array of deli-
cious offerings.
Nellie's signature items in-

clude the unique nasi lemak
cake, traditional cookies, nasi
ulam and roti jala with curry
chicken, among others.

She also caters for small
gatherings such as birthday
parties and office functions.

Entirely self-taught, Nellie
has been passionate about
cooking since her working
days, often preparing meals
for her family.

Her culinary talents have
even caught the attention of
Storm Asia Magazine, where
some of her dishes have been
featured.

Looking ahead, Nellie
hopes to expand her venture
by conducting cooking and
baking classes.

“I would love to teach oth-
ers how to cook. It's some-
thing | genuinely enjoy shar-
ing,” she added.

For more details, customers
can reach Nellie via her Face-
book page: Nell’'s mykitchen.

THE Penang Hill Festival 2025
(PHC2025) is set to be the most
dynamic edition to date.

Among others, the event will
feature eight interactive work-
shops, 32 indoor and outdoor ac-
tivities, seven exhibitions, 21 ex-
pert talks and guided sessions,
eight performances by seven
Penang-based music groups and
artists, and 17 nature and heri-
tage discovery walks.

Organised by Penang Hill Cor-
poration (PHC), the sixth instal-
ment of the festival will be held
from July 18 to 20, promising
three days of exploration, educa-
tion and entertainment on Pen-
ang’s iconic hill.

This year's headline event,
Music on the Hill — East Meets
West, will take place on July 20
at the renowned Bellevue Hotel
on Penang Hill — marking the
first time the venue will host the
festival’'s signature concert.

PHC general manager Datuk
Cheok Lay Leng said PHF2025
aims to spark a deeper appre-
ciation for Penang Hill's natural
wonders, storied past, and cul-
tural richness — all while offer-
ing fresh topics and engaging
activities for visitors of all ages.

“Each year, more and more
people join in the fun and 2025
will be no exception.

“With an expected turnout of
over 25,000 visitors over the
three-day celebration, the festi-
val continues to attract both lo-

Penang Hill Festival set to be most engaging yet

cal and international audiences.

“This growing interest under-
scores how PHF has become a
highly anticipated annual event
— a platform that not only show-
cases the hill's beauty and heri-
tage but also champions conser-
vation and community involve-
ment.

“PHC is committed to elevat-
ing the festival experience each
year through meaningful part-
nerships and interactive pro-
grammes that foster a stronger
connection to Penang Hill,” he
told a press conference in Kom-
tar recently.

Also present was Penang Tour-
ism and Creative Economy Com-
mittee chairman Wong Hon Wai.

Cheok added as Penang Hill's
signature event, PHF2025 is set
to deliver a truly immersive expe-
rience for nature lovers, history
enthusiasts, and cultural explor-
ers alike.

“Whether you are attending
an insightful talk, embarking on
a heritage walk, or soaking in the
vibrant festival atmosphere, the
event offers something for all.

“PHC encourages Vvisitors to
embrace the festival’'s eco-con-
scious spirit by choosing sustain-
able transportation and arriving
early for scheduled activities.

“Gather your family and
friends and join us on this three-
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day festival to ‘See the Nature,
Feel the History’,” said Cheok.
Meanwhile, Wong praised
PHF2025 as a valuable platform
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for education, community bond-
ing and cultural celebration.

He also reaffirmed the festi-
val's importance as more than

just a celebration — but a living
tribute to Penang Hill’s legacy.

“The Penang Hill Festival is
one of our key signature events.
It celebrates the unique blend of
nature, history, and culture that
defines this hill — while encour-
aging community participation
and environmental responsibility.

“Each year, it strengthens our
bond with this iconic site, con-
necting people through shared
stories, learning experiences,
and collective appreciation.

“Anchored in PHC’s long-
term vision, PHF is not only a
tourism  event but also a liv-
ing classroom and a powerful
reminder of Penang Hill’s role
as a cultural, historical, and
ecological treasure.

“It's a carefully curated pro-
gramme that inspires pride, pro-
motes sustainability, and encour-
ages us to be stewards of our
shared heritage,” he said.

For the latest updates on
PHF2025, stay connected via
Penang Hill's official website and
social media platforms.

In a separate announcement,
Wong said Penang Hill welcomed
44,146 tourists during the first
week of Hari Raya Aidilfitri this
year (March 31-April 6), marking
a 3.4% increase from last year's
same festive period (42,712 visi-
tors from April 10— 17, 2024).



MAY16 — 31, 2025

42 Penang Campus launched

ENANG recently took a
Pstep forward in its digital
transformation initiative
with the launch of the 42 Pen-
ang Campus in George Town,
which is the newest coding
school that aims to nurture a
new generation of tech talent.
Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow officiated the launch and
hailed the initiative as a strate-
gic milestone under the state’s
Penang2030 vision.

Located in the heart of George
Town, the campus is the result
of a collaboration between the
state government, Digital Pen-
ang, and 42 Malaysia.

"Penang has always been
defined by its adaptability. Our
state has proven time and again
that we can evolve to meet glob-
al demands.

"Today, as artificial intel-
ligence (Al), automation, and
digital transformation reshape
industries, we recognise that
infrastructure and capital alone
will not secure our place in the
new economy.

"We must cultivate an eco-
system where talent, ideas, and
enterprise thrive in tandem,"
Chow said during the event held
at Wisma Yeap Chor Ee.

The 42 Penang Campus
adopts the globally renowned
42 education model, which is
peerto-peer, project-based, and
fully tuition-free.

The campus will train stu-
dents in software development,

(From left) Anuar, Gobind, Chow and Zairil looking at some students using the new facilities at the

campus.

artificial intelligence, and cyber-
security, with a focus on real-
world projects and mentorship
from industry leaders.

Chow said the initiative sup-
ports Penang’'s broader inno-
vation agenda, which includes
efforts like the Creative Digital
District, Penang Silicon Design
@5km+, and the forthcoming
Digital Economy Master Plan 2.0.

"These initiatives aim to bol-
ster the state’s standing as a
digital economy hub through
strategic investments in cloud
computing, smart manufactur-
ing, and other emerging sec-

tors," he said.

In addition to equipping youth
with highvalue digital skKills,
the 42 Penang Campus is en-
visioned as a catalyst for entre-
preneurship.

Chow highlighted comple-
mentary programmes such as
StartupPenangd00 and the
Hardtech & Deeptech Commer-
cialisation Accelerator, which
aim to help graduates turn their
skills and ideas into globally
competitive ventures.

"We envision a dynamic
ecosystem where education,
entrepreneurship, and innova-

tion are deeply interconnect-
ed," Chow added.

Chow also called on corpora-
tions, small-medium enterprises
(SMEs), academic institutions,
and community organisations to
support the 42 Penang Campus
through partnerships in men-
torship, project collaboration,
internships and employment op-
portunities.

He expressed his gratitude to
Sunway Education Group, Kha-
zanah'’s Dana Impak, and other
partners for their support in
making the 42 Penang Campus
a reality.

Digjtal Minister Gobind Singh
DeoO, who was present at the
event, lauded the collaboration
by the relevant parties in mak-
ing this a successful launch.

"l visited 42 Kuala Lumpur
eight months ago, where | wit-
nessed the signing of a Memo-
randum of Understanding (MoU)
between MyDigital Corporation
and 42 Malaysia.

"We want to ensure no one
is left behind in our aim to turn
Malaysia into a digjtal nation,"
he said.

Gobind is looking forward to
creating digital inclusivity, with
a school that trains thinkers,
builders, and problem solvers.

Sunway Education Group
chief executive officer Datuk
Dr Elizabeth Lee was proud to
champion the innovative model
of learning together with the
support of the state and Digital
Penang.

"42 Penang reflects our belief
in empowering youth with future-
forward education," she said.

Among those present were
state Infrastructure, Transport
and Digital Penang Committee
chairman Zairil Khir Johari, Ma-
laysia Digital Economy Corpora-
tion chief executive officer Anuar
Fariz Fadzil, Khazanah Dana
Impak director Kayse Soo, Sun-
way iLabs chief executive officer
Matt van Leuwen, 42 Malaysia
chief executive officer Jeff Sand-
hu, and Digital Penang chief ex-
ecutive officer Ng Kwang Ming.

THE Housing and Local Gov-
ernment Ministry (KPKT) has
approved RM20.98 million
for Penang this year under
the Housing Maintenance
Programme (PPP) and the Ma-
laysian Housing Maintenance
Fund (TPPM).

State Housing and Environ-
ment Committee chairman Da
tuk Seri Sundarajoo Somu said
the allocation will fund 57 main-
tenance projects involving both
public and private housing areas.

“The maintenance works will
be carried out by the Penang
State Housing Board (LPNPP),
Penang Island City Council (MB-
PP), and Seberang Perai City
Council (MBSP).

“We would like to thank the
ministry for approving the alloca-
tion, as proper maintenance is
crucial to ensure a safe, comfort-
able, and quality living environ-
ment for residents,” Sundarajoo

Ministry funding for housmg malntenance

said during a press conference
held at Taman Tun Sardon Flats
recently.

Sundarajoo also shared
that, for Taman Tun Sardon
Flats, the KPKT has approved
four key maintenance projects
under the PPP.

“These projects include elec-
trical rewiring, replacement of
corridor railings, roof repair, and
road resurfacing, with a total al-
location of RM900,000.

“The projects followed a prop-
er selection process and were
awarded to successful contrac-
tors. The work is expected to be
completed within 12 weeks, with
final completion set for July 4,”
he added.

It is learned that the Taman
Tun Sardon Flats consist of a to-
tal of 1,260 units and are under

(From left) Visvenathan, Fakhurrazi, Sundarajoo, Ramkarpal and Tan
in a group photo after the announcement.

the supervision of the Penang
Housing Board (LPNPP).

Besides that, Sundarajoo
said the state government,
through LPNPP, is focused on
continuing the development of
affordable housing while en-
suring homes are comfortable
for the people.

He shared that eight residen-

tial areas in Penang have been
identified for the Urban Regen-
eration Project.

These include Mak Man-
din, Taman Siakap and Taman
Mesra flats in Seberang Perai,
as well as Padang Tembak, Ta-
man Free School and Taman
Tun Sardon flats on the island.

“Urban regeneration proj-

ects are a strategic initiative
aimed at optimising land use
and improving the quality of
life for residents, with own-
ers set to benefit from big-
ger, and upgraded homes.
However, we will only pro-
ceed with the projects after
obtaining the consent of the
owners,” he said.

Meanwhile, Seri Delima as-
semblyman Connie Tan said
the Taman Tun Sardon Astaka
is also scheduled for upgrade
work soon.

Also present during the
press conference were Bukit
Gelugor MP Ramkarpal Singh,
LPNPP chief business officer
Fakhurrazi Ibnu Omar, and
Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) councillor Visvena-
than Tangavello.



‘Bueuid neind £0501 ‘HYLWOX L7 1exbul
'6Z0Z/Z BUsEMA -I11] IS JENeRg UBNpRIag ‘RIRIN UNAING SCITE

‘ay ueepafuad Buelog BNWas UBYIBLUEYY 4

i "§0LS / 70L5059-%0 16ungny e)s ‘ueefuepiad Bueleqag g ._EE_m__ e yeuiny) © Uojela) oN

m:m:m_:._m_n_ m X ﬂ_m—zﬁ _um_._ :mmm ‘yes yepy yejepe unfuebuad uesiuieq jeyapaa) ebiemay nye ueepshuag L .

ehna ‘peweynw yejepe jipebuad uesninday 9 :ebeluad /edeg /nq) eweN

QQNEG a w A anfuebuad yijw yey ipeluaw ueye efiey |IsSeH g
. ‘ueepiakuad yedueq edelagas Jejueybuaw ueyieuaqip epasagd 'y )
00EWY ‘enpay el TN ¥ v ————— N—"
= epeduep veelsafuad Buelog uning JENWaLW ¥Ynjun ueyJeuaqip ebnl ejuasad _ .
00SWY -BweLIed ‘BJEIN UNBING YeySEU Wejep 1p uexiedepip yajoq yes ueelakuad Buesog g ‘uejeuabuad pey /piy AW ON
..._m_?___.m_u m_w_ :.mﬁ Ej_.gm_”_ N_. m__m_._Lmﬂ _w_mEm_xlu__MEm_x mﬁm__umx m.xj_uLm.— N ............................... e : m_Em_Z

'520Z unr 0g eB6uiy 1udy | 1iep exnqip uenpesad |

iy R

ONVNIIO @g2C

—

T )
N
[ =)
N
—
o
|
[{=)
=
=T
—

GZ0Z/Z eulemap - YNI) IS 1e)eg




N

Wi R AX B 3
D ERKETR M

3 S FREEE

B Z s Alissala Thian

EANBE BRI, EA
RERD R, WA
i X & NPk s, T A
ERRR, BriRe NR
JEE T A B 3 A L 5% R )
BREMEGRE, DL B
HHEL IR

X% N R, B # A
PEATHY R, HETE
BRI 7 SR 1A A 9 75 4R o F
R, WA E—RARWBEZES
AR B RAE, LW E
7 48 ERE L. [ 3] %
IR, WAl Re 2 3FE g
O RV A AR —Z

X I FE AR 5 BB R AT
P E «<&EWHE> NN
B e, MHEZR0H28H,
A—ZRAALR FINETH
S CAMBIRE) 7% B i
ity Bty v B EE e 4 S ) R
(Muzium & Galeri Tuanku
Fauziah) 2847, AIgtaik.

B EZ R LR, H
B % N F =2 ] E B E Ok F
HES IR, b T LB E R
ZH. i M I BE B
X, NG LEBEBCE B
X FE B PROL LA KM,
5% 101 DY 35 40 B B S5 R A1) o X
ISR A TR o £ 3
T 7AW U R K 2 Bl

>t

. XS R E— R
B A

i 0 0 5 5 U L ¢
SR IR 20%) .
EEATHRE . WL
AT 58 B SE, JFIT
U 5 B . — 2 N
BRI A .~

T 5 FER A 2 ) o EL
BEEMOIE . 5k 7E 5 0
R, e A KD
N
UGN £ T ST NTE
AT M B A
B 75 52 32 A 5 B B
NS VT ACE
BB BRI,

ZFTHEBEXREZEZAK

58% Hy i ot E AR T
DRSS A R w8 3L V2N
FTHEMR, HARKRERZ
R, EHEHBEZRZRZT,
a4 B Mk B ) A
BIERETIH S L5
RO E S 2, 1EM
HREZME. 8t 5ok m
NE, W5 20 E,
il 1, 2 9 04 AR 3 K2 R 25 1]
Rumah Air Panas (19974E4)
i) MEBEEANZ—.
3 5 7 22 51 70
v L A b R AT R
KIGE SR EBE T, B/
Ky, i N R

oy

il

>

)

WHN «EEWHE , HEIR
W E—RR AT LHE R
PR B A Wik 5 R, B
KIERF G EL.

EERAEEHR

CEEWES R
L0 TS . AT AR
BRGS0 7 ] 25 S A
LA 53 A 1160 5 B M 5
%o JFWCAESEIRH T B
2025461 15H , WA
B [ DR S Tl
e 3 CL Y L B K 2B, o)
oL — PR S B
LA EMHER.

H AT FF R R, o
BRSO e K A7 A R
BRI AR
ST KA

R T 5 L o BB
=Y rE 5 m) iR 04-653 2483,

BHEE (£2) WXL
FREREIRR, BHNW
B L,

¥ LAvsIA

Disiar oleh Kerajaan Negeri Pulau Pinang

L EHE (£FR
- E) TARERED

MY FAMILY PRIDE

Every family has their story. The artist
invites you to share your family’s stories
of love and sacrifice. Let’s honour the
sacrifices made by those who gave up
all they had to give us all we have
today.

Scan For Submission Guidelines

Sean to submu your photos

[=IF

ERRRRERHFHNER,
A 40 T R IFIR

FKRBRBE—RANBRSEMEOIZ,



