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HILE Penang has cemented
its position as a leader in the
semiconductor and electrical

and electronics (E&E) industries, the
MedTech industry is emerging as one
of the state’s strongest growth pillars.

This is reflected in the RM3.6 billion in
approved investments recorded between
2020 and the first half of 2025, says
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

This figure represents nearly 30 per
cent of Malaysia’s total approved invest-
ments of RM12.1 billion in the scientific
and measuring equipment sector over
the same period, translating into 38 ap-
proved projects and more than 3,200
new jobs in Penang.

“Some people call it a ‘hidden gem’
but | believe this gem is now shining
bright for all to see,” Chow said at the
Association of Malaysian Medical Indus-
tries (AMMI) gala dinner on Oct 1.

The Malaysia MedTech Industry Sum-
mit 2025 took place on Oct 2.

Meanwhile, Chow further highlighted
that Penang’s long-standing expertise
in precision engineering, automation,
and electronics industries has pro-
vided the foundation for the growth of
MedTech manufacturing, from implants
and diagnostic tools to advanced moni-
toring devices.

“Unlike semiconductors, which can
be volatile with global ups and downs,
MedTech is more stable.

“With aging populations and rising de-
mand for healthcare everywhere, this is a
sector built on longterm strength. That is
why many say it will be the next big pillar
of Penang’s economy,” Chow said.

The Chief Minister also drew inspira-
tion from his recent visit to Japan’s Na-
kanoshima Qross innovation hub, linking
it to Penang’s RM2 billion Medi-City proj
ect in Batu Kawan.

The Medi-City project is a 235-acre
integrated development set to combine
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Penang emerging as MedTech powerhouse
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Chow receiving a token of appreciation from Eow (fourth from left) in the presence of AMIMI members.

specialist healthcare, diagnostic and
wellness centres, research spaces and
commercial and residential areas.

“With Medi-City, we want to strength-
en Penang’s role in global health-
care while creating opportunities for
MedTech innovators.

“l warmly invite AMMI members and
industry players to come on board this
journey with us,” he said.

Penang is already a leading destina-
tion for medical tourism, having attracted
more than 412,000 foreign patients in
2024, generating close to RM900 million
in revenue.

Chow reassured industry players that
the state government, through Invest
Penang and the Penang Development
Corporation, with strong backing from
Malaysian Investment Development Au-
thority (MIDA), remains fully committed to
supporting the growth of MedTech.

with RM3.6bil investments

MEDTECH FIGURES (2020-H12025)
Malaysia’s total approved investments

RM12.1 billion

Penang's total approved investments

RM3.6 billion (30% of
Malaysia’s total

Approved projects

New jobs

On the regional front, it was announced
that the Medical Device Authority (MDA)
will be sighing a memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) with its Japanese coun-
terpart, Pharmaceuticals and Medical
Devices Agency (PMDA), with Penang set
to be chosen as the hub for enhanced
cooperation and future opportunities in
MedTech.
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Meanwhile, AMMI chairman HT Eow
expressed gratitude for the overwhelm-
ing industry response this year and paid
tribute to the strong partnership between
industry and government in driving Pen-
ang’s MedTech position.

“We are honoured by the Chief Min-
ister's presence tonight, which under-
scores the state’s commitment to sup-
porting our industry.

“Under AMMI's collective vision, we
will continue to strengthen our voice and
role in positioning Penang as a MedTech
hub,” Eow said, while also extending ap-
preciation to platinum and gold sponsors
from Penang’s free industrial zones on
both the island and mainland.

The gala also saw awards presented
to companies excelling in environmental,
social and governance (ESG) practices,
reflecting the industry’s commitment to
innovation and sustainable growth.




HE essence of counselling
Tlies in empathy, the ability

to listen, connect and un-
derstand human emotions.

“That part cannot be replicat-
ed by machines,” Assoc Prof Dr
Rahimi Che Aman (pix), dean of
the School of Educational Stud-
ies at Universiti Sains Malaysia
(USM), said in an exclusive in-
terview with Buletin Mutiara re-
cently.

With mental health issues
becoming increasingly visible in
Malaysia and around the world,
experts are calling for a balance
between innovation and empa-
thy in addressing emotional well-
being.

Rahimi believes that while
technology and artificial intelli-
gence (Al) can play a significant
role in early detection and out-
reach, they can never replace
the human touch in counselling,.

“Al can help identify warning
signs through digital interactions
or behavioral patterns, especially

“You'll never walk alone in mental

THE rallying song of English foot-
ball giants Liverpool is “You'll
Never Walk Alone”.

It's now also the message to
people’s mental health journey,
says state Youth, Sports and
Health Committee chairman
Daniel Gooi Zi Sen (pix) as Pen-
ang joined the world in observing
World Mental Health Day 2025
on Oct 10.

Drawing inspiration from Liver-
pool’'s motto, Gooi said partner-
ships with local non-governmen-
tal organisations (NGOs) are vital
in advancing this year's theme,
“Access to Services: Mental
Health in Catastrophes and
Emergencies,” and ensuring that
support reaches those most af-
fected during crises.

Gooi encouraged individuals

in need of help to reach out to
the many NGOs available in the
state.

“You'll Never Walk Alone.
Don’t worry. Don’t be shy to
reach out to us. Your privacy will
be protected,” Gooi told Buletin

among youth who spend much
of their time online,” she said.

Rahimi, who has years of ex-
perience in educational psychol-
ogy and counselling, observed
that Malaysia is seeing a steady
rise in mental health awareness,
but many still struggle to seek
help due to stigma, cost and ac-
cessibility.

“Increasingly, people are
aware of mental health, but
awareness alone is not enough.

“Some still hesitate to ap-
proach counsellors because
they fear being judged, or they
think only people with serious
problems should seek help.

“We must normalise counsel-
ling as a form of emotional sup-
port, just as we visit a doctor for
our physical health,” she said.

She pointed out Malaysia’s
mental health landscape is also
evolving with demographic chang-
es, particularly with an aging popu-
lation and growing urban stress.

The pressures of modern liv-
ing, coupled with isolation and
digital dependency, has created
a new set of challenges that re-
quire adaptive and inclusive sup-

Mutiara during an exclusive inter-
view recently.

He was accompanied by some
members of Befrienders Penang,
including its chairman, Saras Pi-
lay, during their visit to distribute
festive gifts in conjunction with
the Mid-Autumn Festival.

Gooi noted many students
do not want to consult school
counsellors due to a “huge
trust deficit”.

“They are more comfortable
approaching NGOs such as Be-
frienders, who have a strong repu-
tation for confidentiality,” he said.

He said the 2022
Malaysia National
Youth Survey £
found one in four
youths  experi- ¢

enced mental
health is-

port systems.

“Even as we talk
about technology,
we must remember
that our elderly, for
instance, may not be
comfortable using on-
line counselling tools.
Our solutions must fit !
their context and com-
fort levels,” she said.

On the role of Al,
Rahimi believes it
holds promise in en-
hancing accessibility
and efficiency, par-
ticularly through data
analytics, chatbots
and digital mental
health platforms.

However, she cautioned
that such systems must be
designed ethically and used
responsibly.

“Al can be a good first re-
sponder. For example, it can
provide immediate support
through guided responses or
link users to professional help.

“But there must always be
human oversight. A machine
can recognise distress signals,

health journey’

sues, with 24.5 per cent of Pen-
ang youths affected — slightly
below the national average of
26.9 per cent.

Gooi urged those facing mental
health challenges to seek help,
especially through organisations
like Penang Youth Development
Corporation (PYDC), Befrienders
Penang, Sneham, the Penang
Youth Council and the Penang
Mental Health Association.

He also advised contacting
the IHeal hotline at 15555 for
immediate support.

When he assumed office as
the exco for Youth, Sports and
Health, Gooi said he estab-
lished a health subcommittee
to unite all NGOs dedicated to
mental health instead of work-
ing in silos.

“We bring together all agen-
cies, including the police and
anti-drug units, with the Penang
Health Department serving as
the secretariat. Our goal is to em-
power the NGOs in Penang and
strengthen collaboration so that

. vital in counsellmg
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but only a human counsellor can
truly understand and comfort,”
she emphasised.

On Oct 10, people across
the globe united to celebrate
World Mental Health Day, a day
dedicated to raising awareness,
breaking stigma, and prioritising
emotional well-being.

She also stressed that technol-
ogy should serve as a bridge, not
a barrier to human connection.

Kesihatan

Sedunia

“The danger is when
people rely too much on
automated responses
and lose the personal
engagement that makes
counselling meaningful,”
she added.

In addressing the fu-
ture of mental health in
Malaysia, Rahimi urged
for stronger collabora-
tion among educational
institutions, policy-mak-
ers and communities to
make counselling ser-
vices more visible and

-+ approachable.
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“At USM, we constant-
ly remind our students
and staff that emotional
wellness is as important as aca-
demic or professional success.

“When individuals feel sup-
ported, they contribute better to
society,” she said.

Ultimately, Rahimi’s message
is one of balance, embracing
technology while preserving hu-
manity.

“Al can enhance what we do,
but it cannot replace who we
are,” she concluded.

State Communications Division director and Chief Minister’s press
secretary Yap Lee Ying (right) greeting Befrienders' Penang vice-
chairman Bebe Chan during their visit to Buletin Mutiara recently.
With them are (from left) organising committee member Ng Soo
Peng, organising chairman Amanda Lee and chairman Saras.

we can reach more people in the
community,” he said.

“People with mental health is-
sues should be treated just like
those with a fever or flu. They
should not be denied promotion
or advancement in their careers.
We're working closely with all
NGOs and relevant agencies to
tackle this issue,” he added.

He added the state govern-
ment continues to provide allo-

cations to support programmes
aimed at addressing mental
health concerns.

As Penang strengthens its
mental health support network,
Gooi's message — “You'll Never
Walk Alone” — resonates deeply.

It's a promise of hope, a call
for empathy and a reminder that
even in our darkest moments,
there is always someone ready
to listen and walk beside us.
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PENANG has marked an-
other milestone in its
digitalisation journey
with the official launch of the
Virtual Island of Penang (VIP),
a flagship initiative by the
Penang Island City Council
(MBPP).

VIP aims to enhance public
service delivery and place the
state firmly on track to becoming
a smart city.

The system, comprising 10
integrated smart modules, was
developed progressively over
the past years through internal
expertise and external collabora-
tions.

Some of the modules are the
first of their kind in Malaysia,
including  geotechnical slope
monitoring, tree inventory and in-
spection, as well as weather and
disaster management.

MBPP mayor Datuk A. Rajen-
dran said VIP reflects the coun-
cil's longterm vision to address
urban challenges through digital
transformation.

“Today, we are witnessing the
official launch of an initiative that
enhances MBPP’s service deliv-
ery to the people and charts our
path towards becoming a smart
City.

“Urbanisation in Malaysia has
reached nearly 80%, and in Pen-
ang, 93% of residents live in ur-
ban areas.

“This brings with it challenges
like congestion, housing demand
and pressure on resources and
sustainability.

NOVEMBER 1— 15, 2025

“Every city faces its own is-
sues, and in this context, digitali-
sation is no longer a choice but
a necessity,” he said.

Rajendran added Penang’'s
digital journey began more than
15 years ago with the introduc-
tion of the Geographical Informa-
tion System (GIS), which laid the
foundation for data-driven urban
management.

He also revealed efforts are
underway to enhance CCTV sur-
veillance systems with advanced

features, including speed detec-
tion, vehicle type analysis, vol-
ume tracking and number plate
recognition.

While not all modules are
accessible to the public due to
security and technical consider-
ations, certain features such as
disaster monitoring and the loca-
tion of automated external defi-
brillators (AEDs) across the is-
land are available via Pearl Apps.

“The Virtual Island of Penang
is a continuous journey. The

Joy, relief for Ladang Byram folk

THE Penang government has
completed a RM20mil reloca
tion project for residents, a Tamil
school and a temple affected by
the land acquisition at Ladang
Byram, says Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow.

Chow said the project involved
68 families, the SJK(T) Ladang
Byram, and a temple — all of
which were affected by a land
acquisition process that began
before 2016.

“The land acquisition process
started before 2016, and the ex
gratia payments were made at
that time.

“The state government then
decided to relocate the affected
residents, the Tamil school and
the temple,” he said during the
official launch of the Ladang
Byram resettlement project re-
cently.

He said the state had pur-
chased a new site for the relo-
cation, but the project took time
to complete due to the Covid-19
pandemic and several technical
challenges.

Chow said all 68 families had
been offered new homes, while
a chapel and the temple struc-
ture had also been completed
and handed over to their respec-
tive committees.

“With this, the state govern-
ment has fulfilled its commit-
ment to ensure all affected par-
ties are properly relocated,” he
said, adding that the RM20mil
cost covered only the construc-
tion, excluding land acquisition
expenses.

Chow said the project would
bring joy and relief to the resi-
dents, school community and
temple devotees.

In his speech, Chow also
thanked Jawi assemblyman H'ng
Mooi Lye, the Ladang Byram Vil-
lage Community Management
Council (MPKK), the Penang
Development Corporation (PDC)
and Chief Minister Incorporated
(CMI) for their tireless efforts.

Education Minister Fadhlina
Sidek, who is also Nibong Tebal
MP, said education should never
exclude anyone and thanked
the Penang government for con-
structing a new two-storey school
building to replace the old Tamil
school.

Fadhlina also praised the
state government for being a car-
ing and responsible administra-
tion that prioritises the people’s
welfare and continues to ad-
vance education and develop-
ment in Penang.

State Housing and Environ-
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modules we started in 2023 are
being enhanced daily to provide
better solutions for Penangites,”
Rajendran said.

To date, MBPP has invested
approximately RM30 million into
the development of smart city
initiatives since 2020.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow, who officiated
the launch, lauded MBPP for
spearheading the initiative and
called for greater support to rep-
licate such digital transformation
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On the road to VIP
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efforts across all local councils
in Malaysia.

“The GIS and satellite sensing
data allow us to build modules
that directly address real needs,
whether it is emergency re-
sponse, disaster management,
or improving service delivery.

“With 11 use cases already
developed, this platform has
the potential to expand further
to serve the people more effec-
tively,” Chow said.

Relatively, he also empha
sised that if MBPP has spent
RM30 million to realise this ini-
tiative, then it was time the feder-
al government allocated funding
for all local councils.

“Local councils are essential
service providers, and digitalisa-
tion will ensure more efficient
management, revenue collec-
tion, and public services,” he
said.

He added the adoption of digj-
tal tools like the VIP will reduce
reliance on traditional methods,
making cities more sustainable,
resilient, and responsive to peo-
ple’s needs.

Also present at the ceremony
were Deputy Chief Minister Il Jag-
deep Singh Deo, state Local Gov-
ernment, Town and Country Plan-
ning Committee chairman Jason
H'ng Mooi Lye, and state Infra-
structure, Transport and Digijtal
Committee chairman Zairil Khir
Johari.

F

The families beaming with joy as they receive the symbolic key to

their homes.

ment Committee chairman Da-
tuk Seri Sundarajoo Somu said
the project’s completion was
timely in view of the Deepavali
celebration.

Among those present were
H'ng, Bukit Tambun assembly-

man Goh Choon Aik, Deputy
State Secretary (Development)
Mohamed Abdul Rahman, Se-
berang Perai City Council (MBSP)
mayor Datuk Baderul Amin Abdul
Hamid and CMI general manager
Datin S. Bharathi.



ESEARCHERS in the
RFlshenes Research Insti-

tute (FRI) have done the
state proud by developing a so-
lution to combat marine leech
infestations in farmed fish.

This device helps reduce in-
dustry losses while promoting
environmental sustainability.

FRI deputy director Dr Kua
Beng Chu and her colleague
Nur Ashikin Arbi have been ac-
tively conducting aquatic animal
health research, with a special
focus on parasites.

Drawing from years of study
into the life cycle of marine
leeches, the duo successfully
created the Break & Protect 2
(BP2) device, a physical anti-
leech innovation that requires
no chemical intervention.

Billed as the first device of its
kind in Malaysia, BP2 offers a
cleaner and safer alternative to
chemical treatments, reducing
pollution risks to both the envi-
ronment and the food chain.

In an exclusive interview with
Buletin Mutiara recently, Kua
said BP2 provides a longterm
solution for sustainability and
cost savings.

“We hope this innovation
will significantly reduce the
use of chemicals, which often
accumulate in the environ-
ment and our food chain over
the years,” she said.

Kua added the idea for BP2
first emerged in 2009, when
cage-cultured fish in Pulau Jere-
jak were severely affected by
marine leech infestations.

“At that time, farmers relied
on freshwater treatments and
certain chemicals to Kkill the
leeches.

“However, this only destroyed
the adults, not the cocoons.
Once the cocoons hatched, the
infestation cycle started all over
again,” she said.

Determined to break the cy-
cle, Kua and her team studied
marine leeches extensively at
the FRI laboratory.

“By chance, we discovered
that marine leeches were at-
tracted to certain surfaces, or
substrates.

“With research funding from
the Science, Technology and In-
novation (Mosti) Ministry, we be-

Kua says BP2 provides a long-
term solution for sustainability,
cost savings.

gan developing a suitable sub-
strate that could trap them and
disrupt their life cycle,” she said.

By 2010, the team success-
fully completed the life cycle
study of marine leeches.

They experimented with mate-
rials like wood, plastic and fish-
ing nets of various colours like
transparent, blue, green and oth-
ers commonly used by farmers.

The findings revealed that
leeches preferred stable surfac-
es of specific colours, leading to
the creation of several prototype
designs.

From these, the team re-
fined and selected the most

effective version, which be-
came the BP2 device.

“Based on our data, when
BP2 is placed in cages for five
consecutive days, then removed
and cleaned before being re-
used, infestation rates drop sig-
nificantly.

“From 100 cases of marine
leech attacks, we saw numbers
fall to just 20 within 15 days.

“With continuous use, the
infestation rate can eventually
reach zero, since the device cap-
tures both adult leeches and
their cocoons,” she said.

She added over time, usually
within one to two years, leech
populations in farms decline
substantially.

“Farmers simply place the
device in their cages, and the
leeches are naturally drawn to its
surface and colour.

“Within three hours, the leech-

es begin laying eggs. After five
days, large numbers of leeches
can be removed, including co-
coons, which take seven days to
hatch.

“This gives farmers an oppor-
tunity to act early and prevent
infections before fish become
sick,” she added.

With support from the Penang
government, BP2 devices have
already been distributed to fish
farmers across the state.

“We are monitoring the farms
closely while collecting data
to track the device's effective-
ness,” said Kua.

In August 2025, the Depart-
ment of Fisheries (DoF) through
FRI distributed BP2 devices to
40 cage fish farmers.

Penang Agrotechnology, Food
Security and Cooperative Devel-
opment Committee chairman
Fahmi Zainol noted the device is

vital in reducing farmers’ finan-
cial losses caused by marine
leech infestations.

“The state government, with
backing from the Agriculture
and Food Ministry, allocated
RM350,000 in special funding
to supply 1,200 BP2 units in
phases — 700 units in August
and the remaining in Septem-
ber,” he said.

Kua added BP2 is a proudly
local innovation, registered as
intellectual property since 2024,
and has won multiple awards for
its breakthrough design.

“My colleague and | are the
first in Malaysia to create such a
device. It is an important step to
help farmers avoid chemical use
in combating marine leeches.

“Without  control, marine
leeches leave wounds on fish,
lowering their market value,” she
explained.

Sarimah (squatting, left), Wong
(squatting, right) and others
inspecting the drainage system
at the site.

Flood relief for Thean Telk folk

RESIDENTS in Lebuhraya The-
an Teik can heave a sigh of re-
lief following a solution to the
more than three decades of
flooding woes in the area.

Paya Terubong assembly-
man Wong Hon Wai said the
newly completed underground
drainage system, which chan-
nels floodwater from the low-ly-
ing Lebuhraya Thean Teik area
into Sungai Dondang, has been
functioning effectively over the
past two months.

“Residents here know that
flooding has been an issue
for over 30 years. Every time
it rains, the roads become a
mess, traffic comes to a stand-
still, and motorcyclists have to
wade through muddy water,” he
said during a recent site visit.

Wong added the drainage
works were carried out as part
of the paired road project, with

the state government instruct-
ing the contractor to resolve the
long-standing flood issue con-
currently.

He said the solution in-
volved constructing a new
concrete drain measuring over
100 metres in length, about
1.8 metres wide and two me-
tres deep, cutting across the
main road to connect with Sun-
gai Dondang.

“It was not easy. The contrac-
tor had to dig across the main
road at night to avoid traffic
congestion. The work was done
overnight, and the system has
now been operational for about
two months,” Wong said.

He added despite several
downpours in recent weeks, no
flooding or mud accumulation
had been reported, showing
that the new drainage system
was working well.

To prevent water from flowing
back into the area, Wong said a
flap gate system, which allows
water to flow out but prevents
backflow when river levels rise,
had also been installed at the
outlet leading to Sungai Don-
dang.

Wong expressed his satis-
faction that this development
marks significant progress for
Paya Terubong residents who
have endured flash floods for
decades.

However, Wong noted that
while the system has proven
effective, some other minor fin-
ishing works are still ongoing to
improve water flow.

Also present were Penang In-
frastructure Corporation project
director Sarimah Ahmad and
Consortium Zenith Construc-
tion (CZC)) senior project man-
ager Chong Cheong Leong.
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i AJOR develop-
ment projects
in Penang

should benefit local contrac-
tors and suppliers, says Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow.
Chow said business match-
ing sessions between the
main contractor and local busi-

nesses are crucial to ensure |

that the economic benefits of
large-scale infrastructure proj-
ects, like the upcoming Penang
Mutiara Line Light Rail Transit
(LRT), flow into the local com-
munity.

“The LRT project in Penang
is owned by MRT Corp, which is
responsible for promoting and
implementing public transpor-
tation in the country. SRS Con-
sortium has been appointed
for Package 1 of the project,”
Chow said.
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He added as part of the
arrangement, about 40% of
materials and subcontract-
ing work are expected to be
sourced from local suppliers
and contractors.

“That’s why, upon the re-
quest of the Malaysian Indian
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.lag&eep (third from left), Lim (fifth from left), Sundarajoo (seventh
from left) and Murugiah (second from left) presenting Deepavali
gifts to several attendees.

Festive cheer for 150 needy families
THE Penang Hindu Associa-

tion (PHA), in collaboration
with Klinik Derma Sivasanta,
the welfare arm of the Temple
of Fine Arts, organised its an-
nual Deepavali Charity Event
at Caring Society Complex in
George Town recently.

In a statement, PHA presi-
dent Datuk P. Murugiah said
a total of 150 hardcore poor
families from Penang lIsland,
the mainland, and Kulim, Ke-
dah, attended the event and

received Deepavali charity
aid.

Each family was
 presented with an
- aid package contain-
ing 35 grocery items
4 worth RM180.

In addition, each family re-
ceived a goody bag filled with
Deepavali snacks and sweets,
along with a token cash contri-
bution of RM50 to purchase
festive essentials.

Children attending the event
were each given RM5.

The programme, officiated
by Deputy Chief Minister Il Jag-
deep Singh Deo, marked the
26th year that PHA has organ-
ised this initiative.

Also present were state ex-
ecutive councillors Datuk Seri
Sundarajoo Somu and Lim
Siew Khim, Gelugor MP Ram-
karpal Singh, MBPP mayor
Datuk A. Rajendran, council-
lors Vickneson Rajendran and
Visvenathan Tangavello, PHA
adviser Datuk Dr S. Sellapan,
Chief Minister’s special officer

Chamber of
Commerce and
Industry (MICCI),
a meeting was organ-
ised with MRT Corp and SRS
Consortium to give information
about the business opportuni-
ties available for the LRT proj-
ect in Penang,” he added.

Chow hoped such initiatives
will open more doors for local
participation.

“Hopefully, something good
can happen and our local con-
tractors will be able to assist the

cared for

main contrac-
tor in the Penang LRT project.

“Not only for the LRT, but
for all major projects, there
should be opportunities for
local suppliers, contractors,
and businessmen to benefit
and be part of Penang’s de-
velopment,” Chow said in his
speech.

Chow, who is also Padang
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Kota  assemblyman,
was speaking during
the Deepavali Food
Basket Giveaway or-
ganised by MICCI Penang
recently, where 150 indi-
viduals received festive aid in
conjunction with the celebra-
tion.

“Deepavali reminds us of
the triumph of light over dark-
ness, knowledge over igno-
rance, and hope over despair.
It is a time for reflection, re-
newal and togetherness.

“What we are doing to-
day truly captures the real
meaning of Deepavali, shar-
ing kindness and
spreading joy, es-
W pecially to those

who may need a little
extra support,” he added.

Acknowledging MICCI’s long-
standing contribution to Pen-
ang’s economic growth and so-
cial welfare, Chow announced
a RM60,000 contribution from
the Penang government to the
chamber.

Also present were Batu
Uban assemblyman A. Ku-
maresan and MICCI Penang
president Datuk S. Parthiban.

«ﬂ
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LIGHT OF UNITY:: pulau Tikus assemblyman Joshua Woo Sze Zeng (third from
right) lighting up the 'kuthu vilakku' upon his arrival for a Deepavali event at two nursing
homes, Golden Home Care and Bethesda Home, recently. Joining him are representatives
from the nursing homes and Penang Island City Council. As part of the celebration, Woo
distributed 30 goodie bags filled with daily necessities such as rice, cooking oil,

biscuits and other essentials to both homes. “This is just a small way of

showing my love and care for everyone here. Life may be difficult, but it

Amutha Krishnan and Penang
MIC chairman Datuk J. Dhi-
nagaran.

must go on,” Woo said in his speech at Golden Home Care. A buffet
lunch featuring traditional Indian cuisine was also sponsored by Woo
for about 100 guests, adding flavour and festivity to the occasion.
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N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow
howkon w nan v.m

T) 04 - 226 0218
F) 04 -226 0218

N.09 BAGAN DALAM

NOVEMBER 1— 15,2025 B

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato' Dr. Mohamad Abdul Hamid

mohdhamid@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo

jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

$T 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 -2618715

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Gooi Zi Sen

gooizisen@penang.gov.my

(T) 012 - 500 1571

N.16 PERAI
YB Dato’ Seri Sundarajoo A/L Somu
nlé.kadunperai@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 397 3600

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye

nl2dunjawi@gmail.com

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.01 PENAGA

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Rashidi Bin Zinol
n21 hehpk@gmail.

}H 04 - 593 2408

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari
tanjongbunga@bukitbendera.org

m 04 - 818 3866
F) 04 - 262 5952

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim

limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

YB Kumor(l:m Krislgnon @ _ICoIvin EB 04-313 1002 YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah U]
n mn mai
N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
N.13 BERAPIT YB Bukhori Ghazali ()]
YB Heng Lee Lee ET{ 017 - 813 3509
berapitedappa.org F) 04 - 540 0006 N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
N.14 MACHANG BUBOK YB Mohd Sobri Salleh m
YB Lee Khai Loon T) 013 - 399 0519
i _ N.05 SUNGAI DUA

Kllee/c@gmail.com .
kllee78@gmail.com EF; 04 - 551 1442 YB Muhammad Fauzi Yusoff )
N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung T) 04 - 507 5001 |
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my EF; 04 - 507 5001 $‘§,ﬁ;§ﬁ%§,ﬁ5“ TAWAR m
N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik ET; 04 - 502 5818 N.10 SEBERANG JAYA

F) 04 - 506 2138 YB Izhar Shah Arif Shah m
N.23 AIR PUTIH

f N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
YB Lim Guan En T) 04 - 829 0614 : ;
Slei gctir;uﬁh@;n%oil.com m YB Amir Hamzah Abdul Hashim T
N.24 KEBUN BUNGA N.12 PENANTI
YB Lee Boon Hen (T) 011 - 2773 6684 YB Zulkefli Bakar m
leeboonheng24@gmail.com
N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP

N.25 PULAU TIKUS YB Abidin Ismail M
YB Woo Sze Zeng (H) 016 - 417 2548
joshuawoosz@gmail.com N.39 PULAU BETONG
N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA YB Mohamad Shukor Zakariah )]

YB Wong Yuee Harng
pengkalankota@dappg.org

EB 04 -299 2574

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Wong Hon Wai

wonghonwail973@gmail.com

T) 04-826 1898
i

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtar@dappg.org

ET; 016 - 270 6808
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Fahmi Zainol

fahmizainol@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 293 7545
F) 04 - 293 7546

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
ngahteon nan vV.m

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.02 BERTAM
YB Datuk Seri Reezal Merican Naina
Merican

dsrmpusatkhidmat@gmail.com

g

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Tan Hooi Peng
n32seridelim mail.com

EB 04 - 659 5611

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU
YB Phee Syn Tze

n07sungaipuyu@gmail.com

m 04-3137987
) 012 - 248 5938

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang

airitamdap@gmail.com

T) 016 - 421 9143
F) 04 -829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam

kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

ET% 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Chee Yeeh Keen
h hkeen@gmail.

m 018-388 6317

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Dato’ Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976

Pertandingan Melukis Poster - 4/2025

Terma & Syarat Peraduan:

N o g W N =

. Penyertaan dibuka dari 1 Oktober 2025 hingga 31Disember 2025.

. Peserta mestilah berumur 13 tahun dan ke atas.

. Bebas menggunakan sebarang jenis bahan mewarna.

. Saiz kertas lukisan adalah A3(29.7 cm x 42 cm).

. Lukisan grafik dan adaptasi menggunakan komputer adalah tidak dibenarkan.
. Lukisan danidea adalah hasil ciptaan sendiri.
. Karya perlu bertemakan ‘Cuti-cuti 2025'.

Diwajibkan untuk sertakan logo Penang2030 dan Buletin Mutiara dalam karya.

@

. Borang butiran peribadi peserta perlu ditampal di bahagian belakang karya.

9. Penyertaan ahli keluarga terdekat barisan penganjur adalah tidak sah.
10. Hasil karya adalah hak milik penganjur.
11. Sebarang pertanyaan, sila hubungi 04-650 5704/5256.

12.

Hantarkan semua penyertaan ke:
Pertandingan Melukis Poster 4/2025
Tingkat 47 KOMTAR, 10503 Pulau Pinang.

Tarikh peraduan: 1 Oktober

N.40 TELOK BAHANG
YB Muhamad Kasim

PENANG CARE SOCIETY

U

NAMA No Tel/ No Faks

Hotline
T) 04-291 0123

DAP PENANG HQ
dappenang@dapmalaysia.org

T) 04 - 228 8482
F) 04 -228 8514

PKR PENANG HQ

(T) 04-397 0115

- 31 Disember 2025

(Pastikan semua butiran diisi dengan lengkap dan jelas).
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SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAIPEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MBSP 2025
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MBSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
A Rahi 012 - 579 9600 . .
Zman ranim 1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut Penyelia 013 - 449 0366
& Seberang Perai Bahagian
Benson Neoh Kah Wei 012 - 402 0923 Selatan Kewarganegaraan
2. K. Velan Barat Daya 018 -394 4537
Bernard Cheen Goon 012 - 402 0923 .
ol (Pegawai Pembantu)
Chong Wei Hoong 012 - 484 9693 3. Joseph Tan Seberang Perai K. Pejabat BallljagllanP. 012 - 470 3880
(Pegawai Pembantu) Utara ewarganegaraan Pulau Pinang,
Tingkat 44, KOMTAR
Dato’ Omar Haiji Abdul 019 - 577 0800 4. K. Dasirani Seberang Perai 04 - 650 5105 012 -412 2375
biamid (Pegawai Pembantu) Tengah
Datuk Mohd Noor 019 -4731172 5. N. Vasanthakumari Komtar 04 - 650 5105
AT (Pembantu Tadbir)
Heng Yeh Shivan 016 -261 2460 Nota:
Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.
Lim Eng Nam 016- 411 4400 SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS I | |
MBPP 2025 B e ,
| ]
1
Linggeswaran a/l 013 - 419 9071 Nama Telefon ] E DITO RIAI- !
Charmar ' ]
MBPP 04 - 259 2020 : Editors : :
Lim Chee Chien 012- 521 9894 Alan Lim Wei Lun 017 - 343 3995 : Ong Kok Hoay (English) :
! Tan Kean Ming (Chinese) !
Benji Ang Ming Quan 012 - 423 3227 : G. Revatic (Tamil) 1
]
. q ~ 1 1
Mohamad Aisamuddin g ase e Chan Soon Aun 012- 485 0728 : . Witters : . :
- ' M. Tanushalini, Edmund Lee, Muhamad Riadz Akmal
Dato’ Haji Abdul Razak Abdul 012 - 464 6277 ! and Kevin Vimal (English) |
Muhamad Suzuk 011-1119 4419 Rohman : Eng Kok Wei, Foong Chee Yin, :
Ahma q q q
David Chen Wooi Teong 012 - 492 1114 ! Wong Sook Shyan and Lee Jia Y]ng (Chinese) |
] J. Patmavathy (Tamil) 1
Ng Wai Leong 016 - 415 5494 Dr. Mohd Suhairi Arumugam 016 - 521 3369 ! !
Abdullah i Photographers : 1
N ] Law Suun Ting, Alissala Thian, !
Ng Yee Siang 010 - 562 2698 ricl Mohamed Yusoft Ol =2ls el : Ahmad Adil Muhamad, Darwina Mohd. Daud, |
! Noor Siti Nabilah Noorazis, :
Hari Krishnan a/l Ramakrishnan | 010 - 505 5571 : _ Adleena Rahayu Ahmad Radzi, :
Ngoh Cheng Hai 017 - 979 0933 i Siti Nuratikah Rahmat, Siew Chia En and i
Koay Gaik Kee 016 - 447 5088 ; Muhammad Igbal Hamdan :
| ]
. ! . .
Nur Aishah Zainol 019 - 407 6197 L& Seng) el BNl - A0 erte : Graphic Designers : :
. 012 - 45 830 1 ldzham Ahmad ]
Lee Wei Seang 12-45 3 ! Nasrul Amir Yahaya :
1
Ooi Yong Wooi 016 -421 1196 %of;omod Khairani Abdul 019 - 594 4533 ; Bagi sebarang maklum balas, sila hantar ke: :
UKOr I ‘ : :
— ] Editor BULETIN MUTIARA, '
Ponnudurai o/ 012 - 423 3578 Mohd Roshidi Roslan 019 - 555 6607 ! Tingkat 47, Komtar, 10503 Penang !
1 1
V Anthony Srinvasagam o ool ora AL 012 542 0520 . Telefon : 04-650 5468 ; Fax : 04-261 5923 :
Uinfelnanere] LTSI Rate ! - ] Email: buletinmutiara.bpkn@gmail.com :
Predeeb Kumar a/I 016 - 498 5421 Nurhidayah Che Rose 010 - 3887977 ettt e :
Kalidass
Ooi Mei Mei 011 -1443 8734
Teh Chuann Yien 010 - 441 7749 Rohaizat Hamid 019 - 510 0075
Shafiz Rahim Raja 012 - 426 8926 JC”
Yeoh Kim Kim 012 - 428 6438
Shahul Haomeed M.K.Mohamed | 017 - 4730194 i i
ishack www.buletinmutiara.com
Zainuddin Mohamed 012 - 479 4200 Tan Soo Si 012 - 475 2453
an Soo Siang i Ed buletinmutiara | ChowKonYeow
Theng Jie Wey 016-4187108
ZUlkifil Md. Yusop 016 - 432 0789 chowkonyeow
Vickneson a/l Rajendran 016 - 489 6162
Vi th 1T I 019 - 488 1010 @chowkonyeow
Zulkiply Ishak 013 - 431 6161 isvenathan a/l Tangavello -

Zuraida Mohamad Arshad

019 -464 3674




uStory by Riadz Akmal
uPix by Siew Chia En

ILICON Island can be-
SCome a model for how

future coastal smart
cities can balance growth
with  sustainability, livabil-
ity, and long-term resilience,
says Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow.

According to Chow, Silicon
Island is also expected to bring
wide-ranging benefits not only
for Penang but also for Malaysia
as a whole.

“The project will attract high-
value investments in advanced
manufacturing, semiconduc-
tors, electronics and research
and development (R&D).

“According to research by
Deloitte, it could generate over
220,000 direct, indirect, and in-
duced jobs, attract RM74.7 bil-
lion in investments, and contrib-
ute RM1..1 trillion to the nation’s
gross domestic product (GDP)
by 2050, with positive spillover
effects for supporting indus-
tries such as logistics, services
and retail,” Chow said during
his visit to the exhibition booth
of Silicon Island Development
Sdn Bhd (SIDSB), a participant
at the Selangor Investment and
Industrial Park Expo (SPARK)
2025 at the Kuala Lumpur Con-
vention Centre (KLCC) recently.

|
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{Island'project: Also present is S
| officer'Datuk:Szeto Wai|Loong|(

“It will also enhance Pen-
ang’s competitiveness by pro-
viding new industrial land an-
chored by the Green Tech Park,
supported by worldclass infra-
structure and strong sustain-
ability credentials.

“This complements the al
ready thriving Bayan Lepas In-
dustrial Zone and reinforces the
state’s position as a key global
hub for semiconductors while
driving further growth in high-
tech industries,” he added.

SPARK 2025 is one of the six
major events under the Selan-
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gor International Business Sum-
mit (SIBS) 2025 that was held
from Oct 8 until Oct 11 at KLCC.

The other five events are
Selangor International Food
and Beverage Expo, Selangor
Smart City and Digjtal Economy
Convention, Selangor Asean
Business Conference, Selangor
Aerospace Summit and Selan-
gor International Care Summit.

Also present were Deputy
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Fadil-
lah Yusof, who is also Energy
Transition and Water Transfor-
mation Minister, Investment,

Trade and Industry (MITI) Minis-
ter Tengku Zafrul Tengku Abdul
Aziz, Selangor Menteri Besar
Datuk Seri Amirudin Shari, Se-
langor State Secretary Datuk Dr
Ahmad Fadzli Ahmad Tajuddin,
Selangor Investment, Trade and
Mobility committee chairman
Ng Sze Han, Menteri Besar Se-
langor Incorporated group chief
executive officer Datuk Saipoly-
azan M. Yusop and Invest Se-
langor chief executive officer
Datuk Hasan Azhari Idris.

Chow added that once com-
pleted, Silicon Island, with its

modern infrastructure and at-
tractions, will complement
George Town’'s Unesco World
Heritage status and further
strengthen Penang’s appeal
both as a local and international
tourist destination.

Silicon Island is a flagship
land reclamation and smart
city initiative led by the Penang
government, located off the is-
land’s southern coast.

The project covers 2,300
acres and will be developed
in two phases: 1,260 acres in
Phase One and 1,040 acres in
Phase Two.

Its core vision is to establish
a sustainable, low-carbon hub
that integrates high-tech indus-
tries, residential neighbour-
hoods, commercial districts,
leisure areas and green spaces.

Among its key features are
the Green Tech Park, an indus-
trial hub with state-ofthe-art
infrastructure for high-value sec-
tors within the semiconductors,
electronics and medical devices
sector, as well as modern trans-
port systems including marine
viaducts, the Penang Light Rail
Transit (LRT) and other sustain-
able mobility options.

Aquamarine exhibition makes

THE Penang State Art Gallery
has launched a visually stunning
and intellectually engaging exhi-
bition titled “Aguamarine — Pen-
ang’s Blue Haven: Life Beneath
the Surface”.

This exibition blends marine
science with artistic expression
to spotlight the wonders of Pen-
ang’s underwater ecosystems.

State Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee chairman
Wong Hon Wai, who officiated
the event, praised the initiative
as a milestone in Penang’s cul-
tural and scientific landscape.

“This exhibition is a mile-
stone for Penang, blending
biodiversity science with vi-
sual arts to create an informal
learning space for all.

“It gives everyone a chance
to appreciate the beauty and
uniqueness of marine life up
close,” Wong said in his speech
during the launch of the exhibi-
tion at the Penang State Art Gal-
lery at Dewan Sri Pinang recently.

Running till Nov 15, the exhi-
bition is open daily from 9am to
B5pm, except on Fridays and pub-
lic holidays.

Admission is free.

“This exhibition is not just
about art; it is about education,
awareness and responsibility.

“It encourages us to protect
and preserve our marine ecosys-
tems while celebrating Penang’s
role in advancing marine sci
ence,” Wong added.

He also took the opportunity
to reflect on Penang’s growing
list of international accolades,
including the designation of
Penang Hill as a Unesco Bio-
sphere Reserve (2021) and

Waves

George Town’s recognition as
a Unesco World Heritage Site
in 2008.

“These recognitions are not
just badges of honour, but they
add real value to our state and
reflect our commitment to sus-
tainability, heritage, and innova-
tion,” Wong added.

Penang Museum and Art Gal
lery director Haryany Mohamad,
who was also present, shared
her excitement about the exhibi-
tion’s interdisciplinary approach.
“This exhibition began as a

dream, and today it has become
a reality.

“We wanted to create some-
thing that not only showcases

. r-ﬁmxxv‘))

(From left) Tan, Yuee Harng, Ng, Hon Wai, Penang State Deputy Secretary (Development) Mohamed
Abdul Rahman, Bukhori, Haryany and Chee (second row) in a group photo after the launch.

This floating
jellyfish display
. caught the
B attention of
many visitors.

marine biodiversity but also in-
vites people from all walks of life
to engage with science through
art,” Haryany said.

She highlighted the role of
local researchers and institu-
tions in shaping the exhibi-
tion’s content, noting recent
achievements in marine biol-
ogy and the importance of
educating future generations.

Among those present were
assemblymen Connie Tan
Hooi Peng (Seri Delima), Jo-
seph Ng Soon Siang (Air Itam),
Wong Yuee Harng (Pengkalan
Kota), Chee Yeeh Keen (Bagan
Jermal) and Bukhori Ghazali
(Pinang Tunggal), and Penang
State Art Gallery Committee
chairman Lee Khai.
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ERO plastic usage is
Zachievable with a shift in

mindset, says Tan Lean
Kee, wife of Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow.

“Small, intentional steps can
lead to big changes,” Tan, who
is also the chairman of Pertu-
buhan Wanita Mutiara Pulau
Pinang (PWMPP), said this dur-
ing the launch of “Zero Plastic
Usage Awareness Campaigh:
Tiffin Carrier Giveaway Ceremo-
ny” at the PAWE Jelutong at Ja-
lan Air Itam recently.

She emphasised that while
plastic products bring conve-
nience to everyday life, they
pose serious threats to marine
life, the environment as a whole
and human health.

“I believe if we can do away
with plastic bags, eventually we
can eliminate plastic cutlery
and packaging too.

“In support of PAWE’s com-
mitment to the ‘No Single-use
Plastic’ campaign, PWMPP will
be donating over 100 tiffin carri-
ers to its members.

“Please make it a habit to
bring the tiffin carriers and wa-
ter containers when you ‘tapau’
food or drinks. Educate your
friends and family on the impor-
tance of reducing plastic usage.
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“The future of our planet, its
wildlife, and the wellbeing of
our children all lie in our hands.
Let us unite as a force for posi-
tive change and build a cleaner,
healthier world, one where fu-
ture generations can grow and
thrive in a better environment,”
Tan added.

Meanwhile, State Housing
and Environment Committee
chairman Datuk Seri Sundarajoo
Somu said the state government
has fully launched the “Penang
No Plastic Bag Everyday Cam-
paign 2025”, underscoring its
unwavering commitment to envi-
ronmental protection.

-

Sundarajoo said everything
is difficult at the beginning.

“Many years ago, when the
state government launched the
‘No Free Plastic Bags’ campaign,
it faced various challenges but
overcame them one by one.

“People gradually adapted
to using eco-friendly bags for
shopping. The ‘Penang No
Plastic Bag Everyday Campaign
2025’ will further contribute to
creating a better environment,”
he added.

Sundarajoo also distributed
canvas bags to the members
as a gesture of supporting
PAWE's zero plastic campaign.

stic usa e
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PAWE Jelutong president Da-
tuk Seri Lawrence Cheah said
the initiative aims to raise envi-
ronmental awareness, promote
sustainable daily practices, re-
duce plastic use, and encour-
age eco-friendly food packaging.

Cheah thanked Sundarajoo
for championing the zero-plastic
campaign, highlighting the state

NEWS“

‘Change mindset for
zero Ia

government’s commitment to a
cleaner, greener Penang.

He also lauded Tan, the pa-
tron, for supporting PAWE Jelu-
tong’s initiative by distributing
ecofriendly containers to its
members and encouraging them
to bring their own when purchas-
ing food or drinks, thereby pro-
moting a ‘less plastic’ lifestyle.

Work together to build kinder,

THE Penang government is
committed to improving the live-
lihood of its people through wel-
fare initiatives, social support,
cash aid, affordable housing
and better mobility and acces-
sibility.

However, Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow emphasised
that true progress cannot be
achieved by the government
alone.

Speaking at the Salvation
Army Open Day Food Fair at
Logan Road recently, Chow re-
minded Penangites that collec-
tive effort is the key to building
an equitable society.

“The government can only do
so much; real change depends
on all of us doing our part. For an
equitable society to take root, it
requires all our efforts,” he said.

Chow described the food fair
as more than just a fundraising
event; it was a celebration of
compassion, care and commu-
nity spirit.

“When you spend here, don’t
just look at the price — look at
the bigger cause it contributes

'\-\._\_\__‘-\- ‘tizﬁ i
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These children are obviously thrilled to be in a group photo with

Chow. They had earlier performed cultural shows during the
Salvation Army Open Day Food Fair.

to. Every plate of food and ev-
ery snack you enjoy helps to
uplift lives. In other words, by
eating, you are also doing char-
ity!” he said.

To support the initiative,
Chow announced an alloca
tion of RM15,000 towards the
food fair, which aims to raise
RM160,000.

“I hope this contribution en-
courages more Penangites to
give generously. May this Salva-
tion Army Open Day Food Fair

be a success and may it inspire
us to continue building a kind-
er, fairer and more inclusive
Penang,” he added.

Also present were The Salva-
tion Army Women’s Ministries
of the Singapore, Malaysia,
Myanmar and Thailand Territory
territorial secretary Lt-Col Sta-
cey Cross, Malaysia regional of-
ficers Capt Andrew Lo and Capt
Fiona Lo, and Penang corps of-
ficers Lt Royston Remus and Lt
Audrea Remus.

Collective action needed to

protect strays

LET’S turn compassion into
action.

That's the clarion call of Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow as he
reaffirmed the state’s commit-
ment to animal welfare.

“Compassion must go be-
yond feeling and become ac-
tion. Your presence affirms
that in Penang, caring for the
voiceless is a collective duty,”
he said during a fundraising
dinner organised by the In-
dependent Aid for Protection
and Welfare of Animals (IAP-
WA) Penang recently.

Chow said the presence of
supporters at the dinner demon-
strated that caring for animals
in Penang was not a fringe con-
cern but a shared responsibility.

“Since 2018, through its
Trap-Neuter-Release (TNR) and
Rehome programme, |APWA
has helped over 7,800 dogs
and successfully rehomed more
than 1,000 locally and abroad,”
he said.

He noted this approach al-
lowed Penang Island to move
away from culling, a milestone
both moral and practical.

“This proves that humane,
science-based strategies can
succeed when combined with ex-
pertise, empathy and public will.

“Penang has shown what is

possible when compassion is
matched with strategy and com-
mitment,” Chow said.

Chow also commended
IAPWA’s bold step in offering a
RM50,000 reward for credible
tip-offs leading to the prosecu-
tion of animal abusers.

He said this initiative empow-
ered the public and reinforced
the message that cruelty would
not be tolerated.

“Under the Penal Code and
the Animal Welfare Act 2015,
offenders face strict penalties.
But laws are only effective when
cases are reported, investi
gated, and prosecuted. Public
vigilance remains essential,” he
added.

Chow further highlighted the
plight of animal shelters, citing
the 4PAWS shelter in Teluk Ba-
hang which houses hundreds of
dogs but faces landtenure un-
certainty.

He also urged the public to
contribute in whatever way they
could, whether by donating, vol-
unteering, fostering, adopting or
reporting abuse.

Also present were Air Itam
assemblyman Joseph Ng Soon
Siang, Seri Delima assembly-
man Connie Tan Hooi Peng
and IAPWA Penang president
Choong Koon Yean.
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Proton 870 up for grabs at PBIM
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NE lucky finisher at this
Oyear’s Aspen—Klippa

Penang Bridge Interna-
tional Marathon 2025 (PBIM
2025) will drive away with a
new Proton S70.

This is the first time the event
is offering such a prestigious
car as its grand lucky draw prize.

The prize, sponsored by Pro-
ton, is open exclusively to race
finishers as part of the national
carmaker's partnership with
PBIM 2025, where Proton also
joins as the official car partner
and title sponsor of the 10-xkilo-
metre category.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow described the collaboration
as a meaningful milestone that
adds excitement to the interna-
tionally recognised event.

“Proton’s collaboration repre-
sents national pride and strong
support for Penang’s efforts to
host world-class events. This gen-
erous gesture rewards persever-
ance and adds prestige to PBIM
2025,” Chow said during a media

(From left) Ong, Chow and Wong posing with the Proton S70 that

awaits the lucky winner.

conference at Komtar recently.
He also expressed apprecia-
tion to Aspen Group, Klippa, and
IKEA Batu Kawan for their con-
tinued partnership, noting that
their involvement has strength-
ened the marathon’s branding
and international participation.
“Their renewed partnership
reflects a shared vision to po-
sition Penang as a hub for
world-class events and commu-

nity pride,” he said, while also
thanking the State Tourism and
Creative Economy Office for co-
ordinating the event with other
agencies.

Chow added that PBIM has
evolved beyond being merely a
sporting event.

“It is a platform that unites
communities, businesses and
visitors from around the world,
showcasing Penang’s vibrancy

and collaborative spirit,” he said.

As of now, over 20,000 par-
ticipants have registered across
the Full Marathon, Half Mara-
thon and 10-kilometre run cat-
egories.

Providing the latest break-
down, State Tourism and Cre-
ative Economy Committee chair-
man Wong Hon Wai said 3,924
runners have registered for the
Full Marathon, 9,010 for the
Half Marathon, and 7,115 for
the 10km run.

“We have participants from
56 countries, with the highest
numbers from Indonesia, Sin-
gapore and China. About 45%
are from Penang, 48% from
other Malaysian states, and
7% are international runners,”

Wong said.
He noted that Proton’s in-
volvement brings symbolic

value to the marathon.

“The Proton eMAS will serve
as the official lead car for route
coordination, while the S70
lucky draw prize adds excitement
across all categories,” he said.

Wong also announced that
several new features will be in-

troduced this year to enhance
the overall race experience,
including an expanded layout,
clearer category zones and a
structured wave release system
for smoother starts.

The Race Village will also
undergo upgrades, including
more shaded seating, hydration
points and medical and recov-
ery areas, to enhance comfort
and flow for participants after
they complete their runs.

The Penang Bridge Interna-
tional Marathon 2025 will take
place on Dec 14, with runners
from around the world joining
the iconic race.

Proton head of sales Ong
Chee Woi thanked the state and
the organisers for giving Proton
the opportunity to be part of this
renowned event.

“l am a Penangite, and | am
proud to be part of this remark-
able annual sporting event, set
to take place at the end of the
year,” he said.

Among those present were
Aspen Group managing director
Anilarasu Amaranaza and Klippa
representative Jo Saw.

SJK (C) LI HWA from Butter
worth emerged as the over-
all champion at the 5th Chief
Minister Cup Interschool Table
Tennis Championships 2025,
marking a historic first victory
for the school.

The two-day tournament re-
corded its largest turnout of
288 teams, 705 players and
80 participating schools re-
cently.

The competition conclud-
ed after two days of intense

Li Hwa shines at table

matches among young players
across various age categories.

Penang Table Tennis Associa-
tion (PTTA) adviser and organis-
ing chairman Datuk Ang Aing
Thye said participation in the
tournament has grown steadily
each year, with this year’s re-
cord numbers reflecting strong
support from schools, parents
and students.

“We are grateful for the tre-
mendous enthusiasm and par-
ticipation. This tournament has
become a key platform to iden-
tify and nurture more young tal-
ents for Penang,” he said.

Ang added the event plays an
important role in preparing local
players for next year's Sukma,
where Penang aims to field a
strong team.

tennis tourney

With participation continu-
ing to rise, Ang said organisers
would look into improving future
editions by reviewing the maxi-
mum number of entries, compe-
tition schedules and duration to
ensure smoother coordination.

He also thanked Chief Minis-
ter Chow Kon Yeow for five con-
secutive years of support and
funding, which has allowed the

RESULTS

Boys Under-15:

1. Chung Ling Private High

School (Team A)

2. Jit Sin High School (Team B)

3. Jit Sin Independent High
School (Team B)

Girls Under-15:

1. Chung Ling Private High

School (Team A)

2. Jit Sin High School (Team A)

3. Chung Ling Butterworth
(Team A)

Boys Under-12:

1. Peng Bin Primary School

(Team A)

2. Hun Bin Primary School
(Team A)

3. Keow Kuang Primary School
(Team A)

association to host the annual
event successfully.

During the opening ceremo-
ny, Chow suggested to the PTTA
leadership to think of building a
bigger hall to cater to the over-
whelming response.

He also announced an al-
location of RM50,000 for
the tournament and another
RM50,000 to PTTA.

Girls Under-12:

1. Boon Beng Primary School

2. Kai Chee Primary School
(Team A)

3. Keng Koon Primary School

Boys Under-10:

1. Hun Bin Primary School
(Team A)

2. Li Hwa Primary School

(Team A)

3. Butterworth Kwang Hwa
Primary School (Team A)

Girls Under-10:

1. Li Hwa Primary School

(Team A)

2. Chong Cheng Primary
School (Team A)

3. Penang Chinese Girls’
Primary School
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