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NANG-based startup company
Silicon X Sdn Bhd (Silicon X) has
made the state proud with its his-

toric achievement of successfully develop-
ing and powering on its proprietary Field
Programmable Gate Array (FPGA) chip.

Silicon X is one of the Silicon Research
& Incubation Space’s incubatees un-
der the Penang Silicon Desigh @5km+
(PSD@5km+) initiative.

This breakthrough positions Silicon
X as the first FPGA product company in
Malaysia and Southeast Asia, further re-
inforcing Penang'’s drive for “Made by Ma-
laysia” chips and cementing its reputation
as a leading global semiconductor hub.

Founded in 2024, Silicon X embodies
the strength of local innovation and engj-
neering excellence.

lts managing director Ng Meng Wah
said the company’s entry into the FPGA
space stems from the growing global
demand for reconfigurable, high-perfor-
mance and energy-efficient chips that can
adapt to rapidly evolving applications.

“Unlike conventional processors, FP-
GAs offer unparalleled flexibility for indus-
tries that require realtime adaptability and
low-latency performance.

THE future of Penang’s water supply
should be more stable following the sign-
ing of a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) for the bulk supply of treated water
under the Perak—Penang Water Project.

“The much-awaited MoU, signed be-
tween Penang Water Supply Corporation
(PBAPP) and Konsortium PKNPk-Gamu-
da (a joint venture between Perbadanan
Kemajuan Negeri Perak and Gamuda
Berhad), will allow Penang to purchase
at least 300 million litres of treated wa-
ter per day from Perak starting in 2031,”
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow said at the
signing ceremony in Ipoh recently.

Ng (centre) with his team that achieved the remarkable lhilestone.

“By building this capability locally,
Silicon X aims to reduce reliance on im-
ported technologies, close critical gaps
in Malaysia’s semiconductor value chain,
and provide a competitive edge for local
and regional industries,” he told a press
conference in Komtar on Nov 5.

Also present were Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow, State Secretary Datuk Seri
Zulkifli Long, State Financial Officer Datuk

Penang inks water deal with Perak

“Therefore, this collaboration with Per-
ak is vital to ensure longterm water securi-
ty and wellHbeing of the people,” he added.

Chow, who is PBAPP chairman, also
expressed his appreciation to Prime Min-
ister Datuk Seri Anwar lbrahim, the En-
ergy Transition and Water Transformation
Ministry, the Perak government and Kon-
sortium PKNPk-Gamuda for their commit-
ment to concluding the negotiations.

Perak Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Saarani
Mohamad hoped the close cooperation
between the two neighbouring states will
lead to sufficient treated water capacity and
boost investor confidence, particularly for

Zabidah Safar, InvestPenang chief execu-
tive officer Datuk Loo Lee Lian, Penang De-
velopment Corporation (PDC) chief execu-
tive officer Datuk Aziz Bakar, PSD@5km-+
advisory panel JWing Teh, Channel Micro-
systems founder and chief executive of-
ficer Balasubramaniam Shammugasamy
and Tenasic Technology chief executive
officer Ong Chin Hu.

Ng said the company’s chip was cur-

(Seated, from left) Azmi, Redza Rafiq and Pathmanathan signing the MoU documents.
Witnessing the event are (from third from left) Saarani, Chow, Fadhlina, Zairil and Zulkifli.

the Kerian Integrated Green Industrial Park
(KIGIP), a major shared interest project.
The event was witnessed by Chow and
Saarani, while PBAPP chief executive officer
Datuk K. Pathmanathan signed the MoU
together with PKNPk chief executive Datuk
Redza Rafiq Abdul Razak and Gamuda Ber-
had executive director Datuk Azmi Mat Nor.

rently undergoing validation.

“Our chip is now being perfected be-
fore mass production, hopefully in the first
half of next year,” he said.

Chow congratulated Silicon X on achiev-
ing this significant milestone.

“This is a historic moment for Malaysia
and the region.

“It proves that we can create our own
high-end semiconductor products, and
PSD@5km+ has been instrumental in
making this possible,” he said.

Chow also announced that two new
local integrated circuit (IC) design com-
panies, namely Tenasic Technology and
Channel Microsystems, will join the Sili-
con Research & Incubation Space as the
second batch of incubatees.

Looking ahead, Chow reiterated that
PSD@5km+ will continue nurturing and
scaling early-stage startups to develop the
next generation of Malaysian IC design com-
panies within the next three to five years.

Also present as witnesses were Edu-
cation Minister Fadhlina Sidek (who is
also Nibong Tebal MP), Penang State
Secretary Datuk Seri Zulkifli Long, Pen-
ang Infrastructure, Transport and Digital
Committee chairman Zairil Khir Johari,
and Penang Legal Adviser Datuk Wan Nor
Sakina Saad.
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PBAPP bags.

MWA again
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R the fourth time, Pen-
F:ng Water Supply Corpora-
tion (PBAPP) has bagged
the Malaysia Water Award for
Management Award conferred
by the Malaysia Water Associa-
tion (MWA).

The prestigious national
award for 2025 was presented
by Deputy Prime Minister and
Energy Transition and Water
Transformation Minister Datuk
Seri Fadillah Yusof to Chief
Minister and PBAPP chairman
Chow Kon Yeow, who was ac-
companied by PBAPP chief ex-
ecutive officer Datuk K. Pathm-
anathan, during the MWA An-
nual Dinner and Awards Night
2025 in Kuala Lumpur recently.

PBAPP’s nomination stood
out for its consistent achieve-
ments in operational perfor-
mance, sustainability initia-
tives, and innovation in the Ma-
laysian water sector.

Among the key highlights
were its strong water supply key
performance indicators (KPIs)
for 2024, six ISO-accredited
management systems, and its
commitment to transparent da-

ta sharing and Environmental,
Social and Governance (ESG)
reporting in line with Bursa Ma-
laysia’s standards.

The company’'s RM2.1 bil-
lion Water Contingency Plan
2030 (WCP 2030), which aims
to expand Penang’s water treat-
ment capacity by 602 million
litres per day (MLD), develop
three new secondary raw water
sources in Seberang Perai, and
enhance treated water pump-
ing capacity to Penang Island,
also contributed to the win.

PBAPP's Zero Waste Water
Treatment Residue (WTR) Recy-
cling Project at the Sungai Dua Wa-
ter Treatment Plant was another
key milestone cited in the award.

The project recycles super-
natant water from treatment
processes as a new raw wa-
ter source and transforms
processed WTR into cement
bricks, showcasing an innova-
tive approach to circular re-
source management.

In his keynote address, Fa-
dillah congratulated PBAPP for
exemplifying excellence and
resilience in the national water
industry.

“The success of Malaysia's
water sector depends not only
on infrastructure and technology

but also on the people who de-
sign, operate and manage it with
integrity and professionalism.

“We must continue to mod-
ernise, professionalise and
future-proof our water industry
so that it remains sustainable,
inclusive and capable of ensur-
ing long-term water security for
the nation,” he said.

He added that collaboration
between the public and private
sectors will be crucial as Ma-
laysia transitions towards a
water-secure and climate-resil-
ient future.

“The government remains
committed to fostering innova-
tion, accountability and human
capital development within the
water industry.

“The true measure of prog-
ress lies not just in our sys-
tems but in the character and
commitment of the people who
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serve,” he said.

Previously, the late Datuk
Kam U-Tee, the first general
manager of Pihak Berkuasa
Air (PBA), received it in 1994;
Datuk Liew Chook San in 2001
following PBAPP’s corporatisa-
tion and Datuk Seri Jaseni Mai-
dinsa in 2018.

The latest victory saw PBAPP
once again bringing home
the crystal challenge trophy,
commemorative plaque and
RM5,000 cash prize.

Meanwhile, Pathmanathan,
in his brief speech, thanked
MWA for the recognition and
vowed to continue with the
good work regarding water sup-
ply in Penang.

“We may not be the largest
or the wealthiest water supply
corporation in Malaysia, but we
have done a relatively good job.

“This recognition reflects our

Chow, (fourth from left)

and Fadillah (centre)
holding the award in a
group photo. With them are
Deputy Energy Transition
and Water Transformation
Minister Akmal Nasrullah
Mohd Nasir. (third from left),
Pathmanathan (fourth from
right) and other key figures.

team’s consistency in main-
taining high service standards,
improving operational efficien-
¢y, and ensuring that Penang
continues to enjoy one of the
most reliable water supply ser-
vices in the country.

“I would like to thank all
1,540 PBAPP personnel for
their hard work, professional-
ism, and commitment to our
shared mission,” he said in
his speech.

Earlier this year, PBAPP’s
holding company, PBA Hold-
ings Bhd, also secured two ac-
colades at The Edge Centurion
Club Awards 2025 for Highest
Growth in Profit After Tax (PAT)
and Highest Returns to Share-
holders over three years in the
telecommunications, media,
and utilities category (compa-
nies with a market capitalisa-
tion below RM1 billion).

Leading MSMES into digjtal future

WITH digitalisation continu-
ing to transform the way busi-
nesses operate, Penang’'s
small and medium enterprises
(SMEs) are embracing a new
era of opportunity.

From neighbourhood cafés to
craft retailers and service pro-
viders, these enterprises form
the foundation of Penang’s vi-
brant economy.

Recognising  their  impor-
tance, Digital Penang has been
at the forefront of helping micro,
small and medium enterprises
(MSMEs) strengthen their ca-
pabilities through technology
adoption and digital upskilling
programmes.

While digitalisation brings
many advantages, it also pres-
ents challenges for smaller busi-
nesses that often lack technical
know-how or resources.

To bridge this gap, Digital
Penang has introduced a series
of targeted initiatives to help
MSMEs take practical steps to-
wards digital adoption.

Working closely with indus-
try partners, entrepreneurs
are trained in areas like e-com-
merce, digital payments, social
media marketing, ESG reporting
and data analytics.

Since 2021, more than 500
MSMEs across Penang have
benefited from these training
sessions, gaining the confi-
dence to enhance productivity,
increase visibility and engage
with customers more effective-
ly online.

Another successful initia-
tive is the MSME LevelUp Pro-
gramme (MELUP), which has
been running since 2023.

The programme focuses on

helping micro and small busi-
nesses strengthen their online
presence and digital branding
through hands-on workshops.
Participants learn to develop
their business canvas models,
build strong web presences,
and refine branding strategies
to reach wider audiences.

To date, over 200 MSMEs
have been trained under ME-
LUP, equipping them with essen-
tial digital skills to boost market
competitiveness.

Beyond training, Digital Pen-
ang continues to build partner-
ships with technology platforms,
business associations, and in-
dustry stakeholders to create a
supportive digjtal ecosystem.

These collaborations en-
sure that MSMEs have access
to the latest tools, expertise,
and opportunities to stay

[

Some participants undergoing digital upskilling training at a recent
event.

competitive in a rapidly evolv-
ing marketplace.

Digital transformation is not
just about adopting technology;
it is about embracing a mindset
of adaptability and innovation.
By encouraging small business-
es to take steady steps toward
digital adoption, Digjtal Penang
is helping build a future-ready
business community that con-

tributes to Penang’s economic
resilience.

For more information about
Digital Penang, a Penang state
governmentlinked ~ company,
contact Preytiishaa Ramana
than, senior Corporate Commu-
nications and Digital Marketing
Executive, at 011-1210 9917
/ 04-835 0307 or email preyti-
ishaa@digitalpenang.com.
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Airport expansion on track

uStory by Kevin Vimal
®Pix by Siew Chia En and
MAHB

the expansion of Penang

International Airport (PIA),
with Malaysia Airports Hold-
ings Berhad (MAHB) reporting
notable progress across its
three major work packages.

The estimated RM1.2 billion
initiative, which began earlier this
year, is set to transform PIA into
a modern, high-capacity gateway
that reflects Penang’s cultural
richness and economic ambi-
tion.

IT is full steam ahead for

Penang’s
alrport must
reflect the
spirit of the
state
- CHOW

According to MAHB, Work
Package 2 (WP02), which fo-
cuses on apron and airside
facilities, has reached 24%
completion.

This includes the construc-
tion of new apron pavements,
airside drainage systems and
dedicated cable trunking for
advanced lighting and aircraft
management systems.

The relocation and demoli-
tion of existing taxiways are
also underway, marking a cru-
cial phase in the airport’s op-
erational upgrade.

Meanwhile, Work Package
1 (WPO1), which involves an-
cillary buildings and associat-
ed infrastructure, is progress-
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ing with foundational works
for offices, remote stations,
mechanical and electrical sys-
tems, civil engineering, and
ICT installations, with a 71%
completion rate.

As for Work Package 3
(WP0O3), it will deliver new
domestic and international
terminal buildings, alongside
landscaping, roadworks and
the relocation of high-and low-
voltage infrastructure.

Although the specific com-
pletion percentage for WP0O3
was not disclosed, MAHB con-
firmed that all packages are
on track within the fouryear
construction timeline from
2024 to 2028.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who was briefed on the
latest developments recently,
expressed optimism about
the project’s trajectory.

“The expansion of PIA is
not just about increasing ca-
pacity but it is also about po-
sitioning Penang as a premier
destination for both business
and leisure.

“We are pleased to see
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tangible progress, especially
in WP02, which is critical to
airside operations and future
connectivity,” he said.

The upgraded airport will
accommodate up to 12 mil-
lion passengers annually,
nearly doubling its current ca-
pacity of 6.5 million.

It will also feature 28 air-
craft stands, up from the ex-
isting 16, and a significantly
expanded terminal footprint.

The expansion is part of
MAHB’s broader vision to
modernise operations in line
with Airport 4.0 standards,
emphasising automation and
smart systems.

Beyond infrastructure, the
project aims to enhance the To-
tal Airport Experience (TAE) by
creating a seamless and cultur-
ally immersive environment.

MAHB plans to showcase a
“Sense of Malaysia” through-
out the terminal, highlighting
Penang’'s heritage, natural
beauty and role as a business
and financial hub.

The initiative also includes
rejuvenating retail and food and
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beverage offerings to provide vi-
brant, personalised experiences
for travellers while generating
additional revenue streams.
“Penang’s airport must re-
flect the spirit of the state:
innovative, welcoming, and
deeply rooted in culture.
“This expansion will rejuve-
nate our role as a business
hub and seaside destination,

and ensure that our gateway
is aligned with the aspirations
of the people and the econo-
my,” Chow said.

Currently, PIA operates 24
hours a day, serving seven do-
mestic and 22 international
destinations.

It handles an average of
22,584 passengers daily, sup-
ported by 49 check-in coun-
ters, 12 aircraft parking stands
and nine boarding bridges.

The terminal spans
54,582 sq metres and in-
cludes 2,248 car park lots,
with a Category 9 Fire Res-
cue Service in place.

The runway, measuring
3,354 metres, supports a
weekly average of 1,253 air-
craft movements.

As construction continues,
MAHB remains committed to
minimising disruption while
accelerating delivery.

The state government, too,
is closely monitoring the prog-
ress to ensure that the new
Penang International Airport
will serve as a proud and
functional gateway for genera-
tions to come.

ERJEFS

DIRECT JAKARTA-PENANG FLIGHT

TOURISM will get a boost when TransNusa Aviation launches a new
direct flight between Jakarta (CGK) and Penang (PEN) on Nov 24.
“This is TransNusa'’s first route to Penang, making it a milestone for
both destinations,” state executive councillor for Tourism and Cre-
ative Economy Wong Hon Wai said in a press statement. He added
this new route provides another link between Penang and Indonesia,
strengthening regional air connectivity and fostering closer people-
to-people ties. Ticket sales are now officially open on the TransNusa
website. The Jakarta—Penang flight will depart Soekarno-Hatta Inter-
national Airport (CGK) at 5.30am (Jakarta time) and arrive at Penang
International Airport (PEN) at 9am, local time. The service will initially
operate every Monday, Wednesday and Friday) before increasing to
daily service from December. The return flight will depart Penang at
9.30am and arrive in Jakarta at 10.55am (Jakarta time), following
the same frequency schedule.

RM10,000 BOOST FOR GIRL GUIDES

THE Penang Girl Guides’ Association received a financial boost of
RM10,000 from the state government recently to support its ongoing
programmes and activities. A brief mock cheque presentation cer-
emony took place at the association’s headquarters in Jalan Air Itam,
attended by Penang Youth, Sports and Health Committee chairman
Daniel Gooi Zi Sen. Gooi presented the mock cheque to Penang Girl
Guides’ Association chief commissioner Ng Lye Ying, who expressed
her heartfelt gratitude to the state government for its continued sup-
port. “This contribution will go a long way in helping us fund our train-
ing programmes, community service initiatives, and leadership devel-
opment activities for our members,” Ng said. Following the ceremony,
Gooi was also given a tour of the headquarters and briefed on the
association’s upcoming events and future plans aimed at empower-
ing girls and young women across the state.
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0 clinch fifth place out
Tof 700 pianists from 54
countries is no mean
feat and one that has made
Penang and the nation proud.
Vincent Ong’s achievement
came at the 19th International
Fryderyk Chopin Piano Compe-
tition held in Poland, which is
considered one of the world’s
most prestigious classical mu-
sic contests.

Vincent's feat was hailed as
“extraordinary” by state Tourism
and Creative Economy Commit-
tee chairman Wong Hon Wai.

“l want to congratulate Vin-
cent Ong, who has made Penang
proud on the world stage. This is
an extraordinary achievement for
a 24vyearold Penangite,” said
Wong.

He said Vincent's success re-
flected years of quiet discipline,
perseverance and selfbelief.

“Vincent’s success is not just
a personal victory, but it is a re-
minder of what we are capable
of when we hold on and do not
give up.

"He has shown that with dis-
cipline and passion, Penang
talents can shine at the interna-
tional level,” Wong said.

Wong added he had written to
congratulate Vincent and invited
him to return for a homecoming
solo recital in Penang.

“I hope the people of Penang
will have the chance to witness
his journey with their own eyes,
to feel that moment when one

Penang pianist
shines on world stage

of our own stands on stage and
shows the world what Penang
talent looks like,” he said.

Describing Vincent's achieve-
ment as “more than an award”,
Wong said it would inspire the
next generation of young Penang-
ites to pursue excellence in their
own fields.

“Penang waits to welcome
you home,” he said.

Meanwhile, Berapit assembly-
man Heng Lee Lee extended her
warmest congratulations to the
talented young pianist.

“Reaching the final is one of

the highest honours in the world
of music, a dream accomphsh—
ment for countless pianists,”
said Heng.

Heng emphasised that Pen-
ang has long been a hub of cuk
ture and the arts.

She noted that since the Pak-
atan Harapan state government
assumed office in 2008, it has
prioritised cultural development,
dedicating significant resources
to initiatives like the George
Town Festival (GTF) which serves
as a global platform for showcas-
ing Penang to the world.

Vincent{rose}toifame
after/shining|injthe
prestigiousiclassical
musiclcontest.

Woo (centre, with representatlves of various faiths) aims to take interfaith harmony up a notch.

Boost for interfaith ties

A TOTAL of 20 religious institu-
tions in Pulau Tikus have come
together to form the Pulau Tikus
Harmony Network, a new platform
aimed at promoting friendship
and mutual understanding among
different faith communities.

The initiative is spearheaded
by Pulau Tikus assemblyman
Joshua Woo Sze Zeng, who said
the network brings together rep-
resentatives from Islam, Christi-
anity, Buddhism, Taoism, Hindu-
ism and the Baha i faith.

Woo said the effort seeks to

strengthen interfaith relations
and build trust across communi-
ties.

“Through this network, we aim
to create opportunities for dia-
logue and friendship among our
diverse faith communities.

“This is about building bridges,
celebrating diversity, and nurtur-
ing unity within our shared com-
munity," he said.

Woo said following the launch,
the network would work with
representatives from each faith
to organise interreligious pro-

grammes such as cultural perfor-
mances, artistic exhibitions and
forums to encourage the public
to learn about various religions
and practices.

Woo added the initiative was
part of ongoing efforts to rein-
force social cohesion, which he
described as “the foundation of
nation building”.

“We cannot choose the coun-
try, skin colour, or religious family
we are born into,” he said, hop-
ing everyone can live in a harmo-
nious environment.

(From left) Tan, Goh, Sundarajoo and Chow interacting with some

students at SJKC Kampung Valdor.

Laptop donation for
three schools

IT was a day of joy for students in
three schools in the Batu Kawan
parliamentary constituency when
they received laptops donated by
Plexus Manufacturing Sdn Bhd
recently.

A total of 30 laptops were
distributed among the schools,
SJKC Kampung Valdor, SJKC
True Light and SK Taman Indera-
wasih, as part of the company’s
corporate  social responsibility
(CSR) initiatives.

The three schools represent
their respective state constituen-
cies of Perai, Bukit Tengah and
Bukit Tambun.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
who attended the laptop presen-
tation ceremony, highlighted the
importance of enhancing digital
literacy among students to better
prepare them for the demands of
the digital age.

Also present were state Hous-
ing and Environment Committee
chairman Datuk Seri Sundarajoo
Somu, who is also the Perai as-
semblyman, and Bukit Tambun
assemblyman Goh Choon Aik.

Chow said the Malaysia Educa-
tion Blueprint (2013-2025) and
the Digijtal Education Policy (2023)
have made significant progress in
advancing digjtal learning.

However, he said many rural
schools continue to face challeng-
es such as limited connectivity,
lack of access to devices and is-
sues related to teacher readiness.

“Plexus, a technology-driven

company, has worked closely
with the state government to pro-
mote STEM (Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering, and Mathemat-
ics) education through a range of
initiatives, including the Penang
Science Fair and MakerLab.

“This  meaningful  gesture
shows Plexus’ strong commit
ment to giving back to the com-
munity and its belief that educa-
tion and technology must go hand
in hand to build a better future for
our young people,” Chow added.

He also hoped the laptops
would empower students to
unlock knowledge by exploring
ideas, conducting research and
acquiring vital digital and tech-
nological skills essential for their
secondary and tertiary educa
tion, as well as their future en-
deavours.

Plexus APAC regjonal president
Victor Tan said Plexus is commit-
ted to supporting and promoting
STEM education in Penang.

“We have seen more than
8,000 participants taking part
in 32 STEM programmes sup-
ported by Plexus this year alone.

“Today’s initiative reflects our
dedication to empowering young
learners and investing in the fu-
ture of education and technology
in Penang.

“We extend our appreciation
to the state government and
our community partners for their
continued collaboration and sup-
port,” Tan said.
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NANG’S southwest
Pcoastal landscape is set
for a remarkable change
following the launch of The
Coast, a mixed-use project by
Penang Development Corpora-
tion (PDC).

Spanning 5.15 acres, The
Coast is envisioned as a symbol
of progress aligned with the Pen-
ang2030 vision of a smart and
green state.

With fluid architectural lines
that blend harmoniously with its
natural surroundings, this inte-
grated development will feature
a dynamic mix of complementary
components.

As the state’s leading devel
opment agency, PDC remains
steadfast in its mission to drive
inclusive and sustainable eco-
nomic growth.

The Coast represents a stra-
tegic initiative that integrates
economic, social and environ-
mental pillars within a single ho-
listic development.

Purposefully designed to meet
the needs of modern urban life-
styles, The Coast will feature key
components including modern
serviced apartments, Grade A
corporate offices and vibrant

PDC unveils The Coast

Artist's impression of The Coast, which is poised to reshape the

Rl

southwest coastal landscape of Penang.

commercial spaces

Guided by the “Live, Work &
Play” concept, the development
aims to offer a wellbalanced
and conducive environment for
living, working, and leisure — alll
within a seamlessly integrated
community.

Ideally situated near Tun Dr
Lim Chong Eu Expressway, The
Coast offers seamless access
to key infrastructure, including
Sultan Abdul Halim Mu’adzam

Shah Bridge, Bayan Lepas Free
Industrial Zone (FIZ) and Penang
International Airport

This strategic location posi-
tions The Coast as an attractive
destination for multinational cor-
porations, domestic and interna-
tional investors and profession-
als seeking a robust logistics
network and vibrant business
ecosystem.

What sets The Coast apart
is its strong emphasis on green

technology and environmental
sustainability.

Among its standout features
are the MSC Cybercentre desig-
nation, positioning it as a digital
hub ideal for ICT and technology-
driven enterprises, and GreenRE
Platinum-rated green building
certification.

With its contemporary archi-
tecture seamlessly integrated
with natural elements, The Coast
appeals to individuals and busi-
nesses seeking a sustainable
lifestyle without compromising
comfort or technological ad-
vancement.

More than just a physical
development, The Coast rep-
resents a beacon of hope and
progress for Penang.

It serves as a catalyst for
economic growth, job creation,
increased investment, and a
higher quality of life for current
and future generations.

With its strategic location,
modern design and world-class
sustainability credentials, The

Coast is set to become a land-
mark of pride for Penang and a
preferred destination for forward-
thinking investors, profession-
als, and communities that value
innovation and eco-conscious
living.

As part of the project’s initial
phase, PDC is now inviting sub-
missions for the Request for
Proposal (RFP) to purchase and
operate the Serviced Apartment
component — one of the key
features of The Coast.

Qualified local, international
companies and consortia are
welcome to participate in this
RFP process.

Key details are as follows:

ORFP document availability:
Till Nov 28, 2025
@®Document Fee: RM3,000
@®More Information can be

found at http://www.pdc.
gov.my

@0r contact Farizah Hanum
Ajmul Khan at 019-3077073.
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Ruman Teres mewah yang lebih paniang « 4 tempat letak kereta

9% Diskaun
untuk Bumiputera

Hakmilik Kekal

RUMAH TERES
2 TINGKAT

Luas Tanah: 1,600 KP ke atas
Luas Binaan: 1,900 KP ke atas

4 bilik tidur

4 bilik manai

Jenis A
dunit (24" x +457)

Jenis B
20 unit (20 x +45")

arga Min: RM 1,088,000.00
Harga Maks: RM 1,774,000.00

an artis sahaja,

Nama Syarikat: SP City Development Sdn Bhd 201001031236 (915159-W) . No. Lesen Pemaju: 13088/09-2026/0048(A) . Tempoh
Sah: 17/09/2016 - 16/09/2026 . No. Permit Iklan dan Jualan: 13088-2/11-2026/1079(A)-(L) . Tempoh Sah: 27/11/2024-26/11/2026
. Jenis Pegangan: Pegangan Bebas . Bebanan Tanah: Public Bank Berhad . Tarikh Jangka Siap: 09/03/2027 . Pihak Berkuasa Tempatan:
Majlis Bandaraya Seberang Perai . No. Kelulusan Pelan Bangunan: MBSP/40/20-09/23 (15) . Jenis Bangunan: Rumah Teres 2-Tingkat,
Jumlah Unit Jenis A: 4 Unit . Jumlah Unit Jenis B: 20 Unit . Harga Min: RM 1,088,000.00 . Harga Maks: RM 1,774,000.00 . Diskaun
Bumiputera: 5%
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YB Heng Lee Lee ET{ 017 - 813 3509
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. Penyertaan dibuka dari 1 Oktober 2025 hingga 31 Disember 2025,

Peserta mestilah berumur 13 tahun dan ke atas,

.. Bebas menggunakan sebarang jenis hahan mewarna.

. Saiz kertas lukisan adalah A3 (29,7 cm = 42 cm).

. Lukisan grafik dan adaptasi menggunakan kemputer adalah tidak dibenarkan,
. Lukisan dan idea adalah hasil ciptaan sendirl.

. Karya perlu bertemakan "Cuti-cuti 2025",

Diwajibkan untuk sertakan logo Penang2030 dan Buletin Mutiara dalam karya.

. Borang butiran peribadi peserta perlu ditampal di bahagian belakang karya,
. Penyertaan ahll keluarga terderat barisan penganjur adalah tidak sah,

. Hasil karya adalah hak milik penganjur.

. Sebarang pertanyaan, sila hubungi 05-650 5704/5258.

. Hantarkan semua penyartaan ke:

Pertandingan Melukis Poster &/2025
Tingkat 47 KOMTAR, 10503 Pulau Pinang.
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Emel:

{Pastikan semua butiran diisi dengan lengkap dan jelas).
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OURISM ties between
TPenang and Hong Kong will

be strengthened further
following the recent signing of a
memorandum of understanding
(MoU) between Penang Global
Tourism (PGT) and HK Express.

HK Express is the low-cost
carrier under the Cathay Group.

The MoU aims to position
Penang as a preferred destina-
tion for Hong Kong travellers,
supported by the introduction of
double daily flights between the
two cities.

It was signed by PGT’s chief
executive officer Ooi Chok Yan
and HK Express chief commer-
cial officer KK Ong.

The MoU signing was wit
nessed by State Tourism and
Creative Economy Committee
chairman Wong Hon Wai and
HK Express chief executive of-
ficer Jeanette Mao.

The MoU event was part of
the itinerary of a Penang del-
egation, led by Wong, that was
on a fourday familiarisation
tour of Hong Kong.

During the ceremony on Oct
27, Wong said the MoU marks
the beginning of an exciting new
chapter in Penang-Hong Kong
exchanges.

“This collaboration is among
the state government’'s latest
initiatives to strengthen ties
with Hong Kong through diversi-
fied partnerships and interna-

Penang, Hong Kong

(From left) Yoganthlran, Mao, Ong, 0Ooi, Wong and Ng posing for a group picture after MoU signing

ceremony.

tional promotion, laying a solid
foundation for Visit Malaysia
Year 2026.

“The MoU is not only a symbol
of mutual trust but also a shared
commitment. It will further
strengthen the strategic partner-
ship between Penang and HK
Express, enabling us to jointly ex-
pand markets, share resources
and seize new opportunities.

“Through the strong route
network of HK Express, Pen-
ang will be better connected
to the Greater Bay Area (GBA),
Mainland China, Japan, Taiwan
and other key source markets,
welcoming more travellers to
experience our cultural heritage,
historical character and artistic
lifestyle,” said Wong.

Also present during the sign-
ing ceremony were Air Itam as-
semblyman Joseph Ng,Tourism
Malaysia Hong Kong director M.
Yoganthiran and PGT senior mar-
keting manager Pauline Wong.

In addition, the Penang del-
egation paid a courtesy visit
to the Secretary for Culture,
Sports and Tourism of Hong
Kong and the Hong Kong Tour-
ism Board (HKTB).

The discussions focused on en-
hancing mutual cooperation in cuk-
tural tourism, event promotion and
sustainable travel development.

HK Express’ inaugural flight
to Malaysia was launched on
Nov 23 last year. The airline now
also operates flights from Sub-
ang to Hong Kong.

Meanwhile, Mao said the air-
line’s vision is clear, to grow more
and grow better, in other words to
expand its reach while continually
elevating its standards.

“Penang stands as a strong
testament to this strategy in ac-
tion. Since launching the Pen-
ang route in November 2024,
demand has steadily grown,
with an average passenger oc-
cupancy around 80 percent.

“For the Winter 2025 season,
we have doubled frequency to 14
flights per week, providing travel-
lers with flexible options which is
11am daytime departures and
8pm late-evening flights.

“This is ideal for maximising
time on the ground or planning
quick, value-driven trips, includ-

deepen tourism ties

ing overnlght ‘red-eye’ itinerar-
ies,” she said.

At the same time, Ooi said
the MoU will help connect HK
Express with local tourism op-
erators through PGT, fostering
closer cooperation.

Ooi highlighted some of this
year's branding and marketing
initiatives by PGT in collaboration
with the airline, including media
tours to Penang and promoting
the island’s unique charm to a
wider audience through TVB’s
“Miss Hong Kong” and ViuTV’s
“The Battle of the Rubber”.

Speaking about passenger
numbers, Ong noted since the
launch of the Hong Kong-Pen-
ang direct flight, the airline has
carried over 100,000 passen-
gers as of Oct 26.

With the introduction of two
daily flights, passenger occupan-
cy is expected to rise significantly.

“Looking ahead, through co-
operation with PGT, the route
will be expanded to additional
second-tier cities in the GBA,
including Dongguan, Zhuhai,
Zhongshan, and Jiangmen, at-
tracting local tourists to South-
east Asia and creating broader
market opportunities for both
parties,” Ong added.

Book launch marks legal
firm’s 53rd anniversary

BOUTIQUE law firm Chan Ban
Eng & Co (CBE) recently cele-
brated its 53rd anniversary with
the launch of AsiaPacific’s first
book of its kind, titled Directors
& Officers Liability Insurance: Se-
lected Articles, Cases and Mate-
rials, co-authored by JJ Chan and
Kevin LaCroix.

The event was officiated by
Tan Sri Zainun Ali, pro-chancellor
of Universiti Malaya and former
Federal Court judge, who com-
mended the publication as “both
pioneering and necessary — en-
couraging a deeper understand-
ing of D&O liability and insurance
among practitioners, regulators,
insurers, academics and the ju-
diciary”.

She congratulated Chan and
LaCroix for producing a book that
fills a vital gap in the region’s le-
gal literature, and hoped it would

spark meaningful conversations
across boardrooms, universities
and institutions in Malaysia and
throughout the Asia-Pacific.

“It is timely and meaningful
that this book is launched here
in Malaysia, as CBE celebrates
over 50 years of practice — a
firm that has long stood for pro-
fessionalism, integrity and ser-
vice to the law,” said Zainun,
who also serves as a member of
the Judicial Appointments Com-
mission, the UN Global Judicial
Integrity Advisory Board, and the
Advisory Tribunal of the Islamic
Development Bank in Jeddah.

Among the notable attendees
were Tan Sri A. Razak Ramli,
chairman of Shangrila Group
Malaysia and former secretary-
general of the International Trade
and Industry Ministry; Tengku Mo-
hamed Fauzi Hamid, vice-chair-

(From left) William Tan (AGM of General Insurance of Malaysia), Ahmad Fareed, Datuk Dr Arasu
(Malaysian Medical Association president), Prof Datuk Shazme Sulaiman (CEO of Malaysian Insurance
and Takaful Brokers Association), LaCroix, Zainun, Chan, Razak, Tengku Mohamed and Mohd Radhi in a
group photo at the book launch.

man of the Human Rights Com-
mission of Malaysia (Suhakam)
and president of the Malaysian
Branch of the Royal Asiatic Soci-
ety; Mohd Radhi Abas, chairman
of the Advisory Board of the Prime
Minister's Department; and Dr
Ahmad Fareed, deputy director-
general (Medico Legal Section) of
the Health Ministry.

The book, prepared primarily
for academic purposes, is not for
sale and is distributed on a com-
plimentary basis to promote legal
education and good governance.

Chan, managing partner of

CBE, holds the distinction of be-
ing the first and only Malaysian
lawyer recognised across all
major regional and international
legal rankings and awards, in-
cluding:

@ Asia Business Law Journal’s
“A List of Malaysia”,

® Lexology's “No. 1 Professional
Negligence Lawyer in Malaysia”,
® Asian Legal Business “Asia’s
Top 30 Litigators”,

® Asia’s Super 50 Disputes
Lawyers,

® Malaysia Law Awards, and

® South East Asia Law Awards.

His co-author, LaCroix, is a
leading global authority in D&O
liability from the United States
and author of The D&O Diary, de-
scribed by the New York Times as
“influential” and by the Wall Street
Journal as “widely followed”.

Chan described the anniversa-
ry and book launch as a mean-
ingful event. expressing grati-
tude to Zainun, Razak, LaCroix,
and Rachel Flynn from Lloyd’s of
London, as well as to supporters
and business partners across
sectors for celebrating the mile-
stone with them.
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HE next time you spill
Ta cup of coffee, do not

get too upset but look
at it as, maybe, a possible
work of art.

What may seem like an ac-
cidental coffee spill to many
has blossomed into a unique
artistic journey for Penang-
based artist Elain Wong.

In an interview with Buletin
Mutiara recently, Elain shared
how her distinctive coffee
stain art began.

“| started the coffee stain
art many years ago when cof-
fee was accidentally spilled
onto one of my artworks.

“From that moment, | con-
tinued to explore and develop
it,” she said.

Elain blends coffee as her
primary medium with Zentan-
gle-inspired art, weaving emo-
tions into every drop, stroke
and line.

For her, art is more than

NOVEMBER 16 — 30, 2025

Turning coffee™
spills into art..;

aesthetics, it is a reflection of
healing and inner serenity.

“Through each stroke and
line, | pour emotions, release
wounds, and explore the pos-
sibility of self-repair.

“Every piece becomes a
mirror of the soul, a quiet con-
versation between emotions
and medium,” she explained.

Her works often feature
eyes and butterflies, symbols
of perception, transformation
and the unseen.

Coffee, she said, is her
most intimate medium, its nat-
ural flow mirrors the unpredict-
ability of life, while Zentangle
patterns bring calm, rhythm
and clarity.

“Each piece begins without
planning, guided purely by in-

tuition. Small artworks may
take around 20 minutes, while
larger pieces can span several
days.

“It's amazing to see how
the final artwork speaks back
to me. It feels like my inner
voice comes alive through cof-
fee stains,” she said.

“I believe | may be the only
artist doing coffee stain art,
and | feel gifted to be able to
express myself this way.

“It's like my artworks speak
to me, and | can speak to
them,” she said.

Elain also revealed that she
is now working on her next
project which is a book on cof-
fee stain art techniques, ex-
pected to be released by mid-
October this year.

W

Elain blends coffee as

her primary medium
with Zentangle-inspired
art, weaving emotions
into every drop, stroke,
and line. §

Editor’s note:

"Coffee is a language in itself." -
Famed actor, Jackie Chan
(Referring to connection that coffee
brings across cultures and languages)

Group
marks 25
years at the
summit

M SUMMIT Group marked a
proud milestone recently as it
celebrated its silver jubilee in
grand style at the Setia SPICE
Convention Centre, commem-
orating 25 years of growth, in-
novation and care.

The evening brought to-
gether employees, business
partners and state leaders
in a celebration that not only
looked back on the Group’s
achievements but also set the
stage for its future.

Among the highlights was
the launch of the M Summit
EduCare Fund, a new initiative
designed to provide interest-
free study loans and high-
achiever awards for staff and
their children.

Founder and chairman Datuk
Albert Moh See Eng said the
fund reflects the Group’s long-
term commitment to its people.

“For 25 years, we have built
with care.

“Now, through EduCare, we
hope to nurture the next gener-
ation of achievers within our M
Summit family. This is how we
build with heart,” he said in his
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Moh (centre, in white shirt and black trousers), together with his wife Jennifer (on his right), posing with M. Summit Group staff
members during the company’s 25th anniversary celebration.

speech during the event.

From its humble beginnings
with just two staff members,
including Moh himself, M Sum-
mit has grown into a thriving
organisation of more than 100
employees, spanning property
development, construction,
hospitality and community care.

In his heartfelt speech, Moh
recalled the company’'s early
struggles and the values that
carried it forward.

“We did not have much, ex-
cept the belief that if we worked
with sincerity, something good
would happen. Today, that belief

has built not just projects, but
lives and dreams,” he added.
He also paid tribute to his-
late mother, whose values of in-
tegrity, care, and heart remain
the foundation of the company,
and expressed gratitude to his
wife, Datin Jennifer Ong, for her
sacrifices in the early years.
The celebration also hon-
oured the Group’s most loyal
employees, with long-serving
awards presented to Khor Chin
Theng, K. Vimala, Noor Izwani
Redzuwan and pioneers Ong
Lay Aik and P’ng Kim Eng.
Every staff member received

a commemorative 25th Anni-
versary gift, while the Group’s
most trusted collaborators
were recognised with the Top
40 Corporate Partner Awards.

State Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee chairman
Wong Hon Wai, who attended
on behalf of Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow, congratulated
M Summit on its milestone.

“M Summit’s commitment
to excellence and care has not
only shaped Penang’s skyline
but also uplifted lives.

“We look forward to their con-
tinued contributions in housing

and hospitality,” Wong said.

Also present during the cer-
emony were state Agrotechnol-
ogy, Food Security and Coopera-
tive Development Committee
chairman Fahmi Zainol, state
Social Development, Welfare,
and Non-slamic Religious Af
fairs Committee chairman Lim
Siew Khim, Komtar assembly-
man Teh Lai Heng, Penang Is-
land City Council (MBPP) mayor
Datuk A. Rajendran, Balik Pulau
MP Datuk Muhammad Bakhtiar
Wan Chik, M Summit Group
chief executive officer Moh Wei
Ren and others.
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Marathoner’s
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T only 25, long-distance
Arunner Yeow Ni Jia has
quickly risen to become
Malaysia’s
sensation.
He captured the Malaysian
Men'’s Full Marathon Champion
title at the recent 2025 Stan-
dard Chartered Kuala Lumpur
Marathon (KLSCM) with an im-
pressive time of 2 hours and 36
minutes, earning himself a well-
deserved spot to represent the
country at the upcoming South-
east Asian (SEA) Games in Thai-
land in December.

“It's a tremendous honour
and blessing to win this title. This
truly marks a meaningful mile-
stone in my journey,” he said.

Ni Jia told Buletin Mutiara that
the victory came as a pleasant
surprise and expressed deep
gratitude after emerging trium-
phant in a highly competitive field.

Reflecting on his race strate-
gy, Ni Jia admitted that he began
without a clear pacing plan.

“Honestly, | wasn’t sure how
to pace myself at the start. |
thought about picking up the
pace midway, but the early tem-
po was already quite fast. Thank-

latest marathon

E 1
Ni Jia posing with the = E !

Penang Forward Sports,Club

flag alongside RM20,000

fully, national record holder Tan
Hong Leong advised me to follow
his rhythm, and that really made
a difference,” Ni Jia said.

He noted the KLSCM route is
well-known for its difficulty, with
this year’s course featuring even
more uphill sections towards the
end, testing runners’ endurance.

Although his 2:36 finish was
slightly slower than his personal
best of 2:27 achieved at the

Gold Coast Marathon in Austra-
lia recently, Ni Jia said he was
proud of recording his best-ever
performance under humid condi-
tions.

After a short recovery period
following the Gold Coast race, Ni
Jia resumed about three months
of structured training in prepara-
tion for KLSCM.

“Since | work fulltime, | can
only manage around 100 to 110

km of running per week. | focus
more on quality sessions and ad-
equate rest to prevent overtrain-
ing or injuries," he said.

Now employed as a software
engineer in Kuala Lumpur, Ni Jia
expressed heartfelt appreciation
to the Penang Forward Sports
Club, which has supported him
since his early running days.

“They have always believed
in young athletes like me when
we were still unknown. With-
out their support, | wouldn’t be
where | am today," he said.

The Penang Forward Sports
Club and Puma Malaysia have
played a pivotal role in nurturing
Ni Jia's talent, funding his over-
seas participation, including the
Gold Coast Marathon, where he
set his personal record.

The Penang Forward Sports
Club also rewarded him for his
victory at KLSCM.

When asked how he manages
his busy schedule, Ni Jia said it
had been a long journey of disci-
pline and dedication.

“Of course, I've had to sac-
rifice some leisure time. But |
make training enjoyable by run-
ning with friends. | also dedicate
one full rest day every weekend
for recovery," he said.

Qualifying for the SEA Games

Games target

marks a new milestone in Ni
Jia's athletic career.

“It'll be my first time repre-
senting Malaysia in a marathon,
which is something truly special.
My main goal is to gain experi
ence and learn from regional
competitors. A medal would be a
bonus," he said.

With the SEA Games fast ap-
proaching, Ni Jia is focused on
maintaining peak fitness, stay-
ing injury-free and striving for a
top-five finish.

He believes Malaysia’s run-
ning scene is showing steady
progress, with more young tal-
ents emerging.

“If the government could
make track facilities more ac-
cessible to promising athletes, it
would help raise the overall stan-
dard. Limited access to training
venues remains one of our key
challenges," he pointed out.

Meanwhile, Penang Forward
Sports Club president Datuk Lim
Choo Hooi acknowledged that
Malaysia’s running standards
are still developing and not yet
on par internationally.

“Although longdistance run-
ning isn't classified as a core
sport by the Youth and Sports
Ministry, many talented runners
continue to persevere," he said.

Taking fencing to next level

MANY Malaysians may not
have heard of Ronnie Theseira
and Yu Peng Kean, but they hold
a proud record as the only fenc-
ers to have represented the na-
tion in the Olympics.

In a move to produce more of
such illustrious names, Kenny
Cheah, 30, has already dedi-
cated more than half his life to
fencing, and now, through his
club Fencing Zone, he is on a
mission to make the sport a
household name in Penang and
Malaysia.

Founded in 2023 with just
10 students, Fencing Zone to-
day has 80 active members,
not including students trained
through school programmes.

“I am very happy we have
more fencers now, but it does
not stop here. This is just the
beginning,” Cheah said during
an exclusive interview with Bu-
letin Mutiara.

Cheah’s own journey began
at the age of 12, when he first
picked up a fencing blade.

By the age of 13, he was al-
ready competing at the Sukma
2008, where he went on to par-
ticipate in subsequent editions
and eventually secured two
bronze medals.

He also represented Malay-
sia at international competi-
tions, including the Junior Com-
monwealth Under-21 Fencing
Championships at just 14, and
later at the Southeast Asia Fenc-
ing Federation (SEAFF) Games,
where he again won bronze.

“We really had to fence levels
beyond us. But it has always
been in my head and mind
that fencing can be something
known in Malaysia,” he recalled.

For Cheah, fencing is more
than just medals and achieve-
ments. He believes it is a sport
that sharpens both the body
and the mind.

“Everything you are looking
for in a sport is there in fenc-
ing. It is a combat sport but with
minimal risks compared to box-
ing or other martial arts.

“Your opponent is not
a dummy, you need disci-
pline, focus and the abil-
ity to think fast,” he said.

Fencing Zone now has
four coaches, who juggle
their fulltime jobs while
training the athletes.
Cheah himself works full-
time in a company and
often rushes to the club after
office hours.

“Instead of just scrolling
through my phone, | would rath-
er do something worthwhile and
get tired than do nothing and
still feel tired,” he said.

Currently, Fencing Zone runs
two tracks, one for general de-
velopment of the sport and an-
other for a competitive group of
10 fencers who train three to
five times a week.

The goal? To prepare a new
generation of athletes for Suk-
ma 2026.

“In 2026, we want to devel-
op those aged 12 to 14 to be
competitive.

“Cheah all set for 'battle’ (left)
and;in action with one of

B=kis students.
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“Here, we do not just believe
in winning or losing. It is about
building character,” he said.

Despite its growth, fencing
still faces challenges. One is
awareness.

“Some people criticise us,
saying no one knows fencing.
But if we really want to make
it work, we can make it work,”
Cheah stressed.

Another challenge is the cost
of equipment. A full package
of gear — including uniform,

=

mask, and weapon — costs up
to RM2,000.

However, Cheah pointed out
that fencing gear lasts long and
usually only requires a one-time
investment.

The club also received sup-
port from the Youth and Sports
Ministry under the Sports
Matching Grant (GPS), helping
to ease expenses for events.

Cheah is convinced fencing
has all it takes to appeal to Ma-
laysians.
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