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HE Penang government is aiming
to reduce domestic water consump-

tion to 250 litres/capita/
day (LCD) by the end of this
year, says Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow.

“This will translate to saw
ing about 19.8 million litres
per day (MLD),” he said when
launching the Negalitres for
Schools 2.0 programme at
Komtar on Sept 10, adding the
target is realistic and achievable.

“Statistics from the Penang Water
Supply Corporation (PBAPP) show that
domestic water consumption has been
successfully reduced from 284 LCD in
2023 to 261 LCD in 2024, the lowest
level recorded in 24 years.

“These achievements could not have
been realised through technical or ad-
ministrative efforts alone.

“Instead, they required a comprehen-
sive change in mindset, greater aware-
ness and the cultivation of a water-saving
culture, one that must be nurtured from
a young age in schools.

“This is why Negalitres for Schools 2.0
comes at the right time as a strategic ini-
tiative,” Chow said in his speech.

Also present were Penang Housing
and Environment Committee chairman
Datuk Seri Sundarajoo Somu, Micron
Malaysia vice-president and country man-
ager Amatjit Singh Sandhu, Green Educa
tors’ Workgroup (GREW) chairman Khou
Jerome, and Water Watch Penang (WWP)
president Prof Datuk Dr Chan Ngai Weng.

Chan (pix) explained that the second
edition of Negalitres for Schools will in-
volve 170 schools statewide over three
years, introducing water-saving technolo-
gies and educational programmes to re-
duce dependence on treated water while
fostering longterm conservation practic-
es among students.

The initiative is supported by CLEAN

International, Intel Corpora-
tion, Micron Technology, Pen-
ang State Education Depart-
ment, Penang Water Supply
Corporation (PBAPP) and the
Penang Green Council.

Chan said each participating school
will receive water-saving fixtures installed
at high-usage points such as toilets, can-
teens and ablution areas.

“The project covers installation, edu-
cation and ongoing maintenance and re-
porting over a 10-year period.

“Importantly, there will be no finan-
cial burden on either the Penang State
Education Department or the schools in-

volved,” he added.

Chow further highlighted that Nega-
litres for Schools 2.0 aligns with the
state’s Penang2030 vision of creating “A
Family-Focused Green and Smart State
that Inspires the Nation” as well as the
United Nations Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGS).

On a separate matter, Chow also give
an update about the negotiations on Per-
ak-Penang Water Project.

"A series of official negotiations on the
Perak-Penang Water Project has been
underway since August this year. Two
rounds of discussions have already tak-
en place involving representatives from

both Perak and Penang.

“| expect further negotiations to con-
tinue before a final agreement can be
reached. | remain optimistic that we can
achieve this within the year, most likely
before it ends.

“Once the deal is sealed, the Perak-
Penang Water Project will take at least
five to six years to complete. This project
represents the long-term solution to Pen-
ang’s water supply needs,” Chow told
reporters today.

In May last year, Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Anwar Ibrahim announced the feder-
al government will fund the Perak-Penang
Water Project.
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UNITY IS OUR STRENGTH (From left) Sabah Deputy Chief Minister Datuk Shahelmy Yahya, Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
Penang Yang diPertua Negeri Tun Ramli Ngah Talib, Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim and Sarawak Deputy Premier Datuk
Amar Douglas cutting the cake to commemorate Malaysia Day. Looking on is Communications Minister Datuk Fahmi Fadzil (right).

- See P2-3
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R the first time in the na-
Fon’s history, Penang host-
ed this year's Malaysia Day
celebration which unfolded in a
spirit of unity and festivity.

The presence of Yang di-Per-
tua Negeri of Penang Tun Ramli
Ngah Talib and his consort, Toh
Puan Raja Noora Ashikin Raja
Abdullah, added prestige to the
occasion at the Butterworth Are-
na (PICCA) on Sept 16.

They were joined by Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Anwar lbra-
him and his wife, Datuk Seri Dr
Wan Azizah Wan Ismail; Deputy
Prime Ministers Datuk Seri Dr
Ahmad Zahid Hamidi and Da-
tuk Seri Fadillah Yusof; Sarawak
Deputy Premier Datuk Amar
Douglas (representing the Sar-
awak Premier); Sabah Deputy
Chief Minister Datuk Shahelmy
Yahya (representing the Sabah
Chief Minister); Communications

arrival at the Butterworth Arena.

This ehergetic traditionai performance enthralled the crowd.

Anwar waves as the crowd gives him a rapturous welcome upon his

example of unity - FAHMI
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Minister Datuk Fahmi Fadzil and
leaders from both the federal
and state governments.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow, in his speech, drew inspira-
tion from history while looking
ahead to Malaysia's future.

“Malaysia Day 1963 united all
states, while Malaysia Day 2025
unites us in progress and sus-
tainable development.

“The progress of Malaysia is
the success of every state, in-
cluding Sabah and Sarawak.

“Just as Penang’s two bridges
link the island to the mainland,
Malaysia connects the Peninsu-
la, Sabah and Sarawak in a bond
that cannot be broken,” he said.

Chow urged Malaysians to
see the occasion not merely as
a commemoration of history but
as a renewed pledge to shape a
stronger future together.

Highlighting Penang'’s forward-
looking agenda, he cited trans-
formative projects like Silicon
Island, which he said would fur-
ther elevate Malaysia as a global
semiconductor powerhouse.

A nation

Tun Ramli1(third.from.Ieft);oﬁi(':_i.@‘tingT'thisuz-—p
year's Malaysia Day celebrations -Looking ——
on (from left) are Shahelmy Yahya, Chow,

Anwar, Amar Douglas and Fahmi.

“In line with the Penang2030
vision of becoming a smart and
green state that inspires the
nation, the Penang Transport
Master Plan (PTMP) will deliver
a modern, efficient and environ-
mentally friendly system.

“Digitalisation and the Penang
International Financial Centre
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Students waving the Jalur Gemilang with passion.

(PIFC) will transform Penang into
a hub of innovation, entrepre-
neurship and regional finance,
ensuring that no one is left out,”
he added.

Meanwhile, Fahmi, who chairs
the National Day and Malaysia
Day 2025 Main Committee,
described Penang as a fitting
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choice for this year’s celebration.

“Hosting the event here re-
flects the Madani Government’s
vision of making national cele-
brations more inclusive, embrac-
ing the Peninsula, Sabah and
Sarawak.

“Penang itself stands as a liv-
ing example of unity, where har-




mony is not just a slogan but a
way of life,” he said.

Meanwhile, Anwar spoke
about his recent trip to Doha,
Qatar, after attending an Emer-
gency Summit where leaders
of Islamic and Arab nations dis-
cussed pressing issues, includ-
ing the Palestinian struggle.

“What | witnessed was that
the collective strength of the
Islamic and Arab world still lags
behind Israel which is backed by
the United States.

“The lesson is clear: a sov-

More individuals sh
Gemilang.

ereign nation must remain unit-
ed, breaking down hatred and
prejudice across race, religion,
states and regions for the sur-
vival of our independence,” said
Anwar, who is also Tambun MP.
The evening featured a line-up
of cultural performances, includ-
ing the Rentak Tradisi Pulau Mu-
tiara welcome show, the signing
of the Commemorative Book, a
cake-cutting ceremony, and the
raising of the Jalur Gemilang,
rounding off a memorable Ma-
laysia Day 2025 celebration.

A group of talented singers in full voice as they render 'Saya Anak Malaysia', a patriotic song popularised by

dR.Sam and Musafir.

MALAYSIANS must not be over-
ly sensitive over every issue but
instead practise tolerance and
mutual understanding to pre-
serve national unity, says Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

Speaking at a Malaysia Day
luncheon, he urged the people
to strengthen bonds of harmo-
ny across faiths, cultures and
communities, reminding them
that unity was the foundation of
Malaysia’'s independence and
nationhood.

“In politics, mistakes can
happen, and on social media,
anything can happen. That is
why we must learn to forgive
and to understand each other
well," he said.

Chow cautioned that divisions
could destabilise the country if
not managed properly, citing the
political instabilities in Sri Lanka
and Bangladesh as examples.

“We are not perfect, but we
must ensure our people remain
united. Sometimes we are too
sensitive. After more than 60
years, Malaysia has achieved
a lot in instilling patriotism and
nurturing national love. We
should build on that, and not
allow differences to tear us
apart,” he added.

The event, attended by over
600 people, featured a festive
luncheon.

Chow shared that the cele-
bration carried special meaning
for him personally.

“| always wanted to organise
a Malaysia Day event, and to-
day it has become a reality for
me. In Batu Kawan, we did this
simple programme to usher in
Malaysia Day,” he said.

He stressed that Merdeka
Day and Malaysia Day are not

LR

just dates on the calendar or
public holidays, but symbols of
the country’s struggle, progress
and unity.

“These days represent our in-
dependence and the formation
of our nation. They are remind-
ers of what binds us together as
Malaysians,” he said.

Chow acknowledged that
some might consider his em-
phasis on unity and harmony
way too idealistic, but he said it
should be pursued and turned
into reality.

“In Penang, we are grateful
for the harmony and stability
we enjoy under the state admin-
istration since 2008. The duty
of the government is to provide
balanced development, political
stability and care for the peo-
ple’s welfare. Otherwise, what
is the point of calling ourselves
the government?” he asked.

He hoped more Malaysia Day
celebrations would be organ-
ised at the grassroots level in
the future, including by non-gov-
ernmental organisations.

“This may be a small and
simple gathering, but it is a be-
ginning. | hope Malaysia Day will
continue to be celebrated more
widely in the years to come,”

|
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People from all walks attending the Malaysia Day luncheon.

Chow said.

Earlier, Human Resources
Minister Steven Sim said it was
time for the federal government
to deliver results amid ongoing
criticisms.

“Now that we are in govern-
ment, we must be ready to re-
ceive feedback, criticisms and
even anger from the people. We
cannot give up on our country.
We cannot afford to be pessi-
mistic, but must strive to do bet-
ter,” he said.

Sim noted that Malaysia’'s
economic performance has
been encouraging, with the
country attracting investments
from major multinational com-
panies while continuing to grow
despite global challenges.

He also highlighted the fed-
eral government’s RM100 cash
aid initiative as part of efforts to
boost spending power.

“RM2100 may not seem much,
but what matters is that the
government is injecting money
into the economy to generate
growth,” he said.

Touching on Penang, Sim
credited Chow’s leadership for
steady progress, citing infrastruc-
ture projects such as the upcom-
ing Light Rail Transit (LRT).
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ORE than 25,000 peo-
ple from all walks of
life thronged the Batu

Kawan Stadium on Aug 31 to
mark the 68th Merde-
ka Day at state-level.

This year's cel-
ebration carried the
theme “Malaysia
Madani: Rakyat Dis-
antuni” (Caring for
Citizens).

Excitement filled
the air as people began gather-
ing as early as 7.30am to secure
the best viewing spots for the
much-anticipated event.

The parade started around
8.30am following the arrival of
Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun Ramli
Ngah Talib and his consort Toh
Puan Raja Noora Ashikin Raja
Abdullah.

Earlier, State Legislative As-
sembly Speaker Datuk Seri Law
Choo Kiang arrived with his wife
Datin Seri Teoh Hooi Tuang at
around 8.20am, followed by
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
and his wife Tan Lean Kee at
8.25am.

Spectators were treated to
a colourful parade featuring
themed floats, marching contin-
gents, military assets and a vari-
ety of musical performances.

This year's parade featured
122 marching contingents rep-
resenting state and federal de-
partments, statutory bodies,
governmentlinked  companies
(GLCs) and nongovernmental or-
ganisations (NGOs), with a total
of 7,533 participants.

Altogether, 10,072 individu-
als, including organising com-
mittees and working personnel,
were involved in the event.

Performances by the SMJK lJit
Sin choir, cultural dancers, the
Muhibah Drum Ensemble and
guard-of-honour unit of the 2nd

asset had the crowd in awe.
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Soldiers giving a salute from a military

Over 25,000 at state-level
celebratl - b
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Battalion of the Royal Malay Reg-
iment added to the spectacle.

The celebration also featured
21 state and federal agency ex-
hibition booths and displays of
assets by the Fire and Rescue
Department, police and the
armed forces, drawing crowds of
visitors.

In his National Day message,
Chow reminded the people of
the importance of unity in navi-
gating today’s global challenges
like economic uncertainties, cli-
mate change and social unrest.

“Let us not allow voices of ha-
tred, divisive politics, or narrow
racial sentiments to poison the
harmony we have built together,”
he said.

He stressed that raising the
Jalur Gemilang symbolises more
than patriotism — it reflects deep
love and loyalty to the nation.

Chow also reaffirmed Pen-
ang’'s commitment to advanc-
ing education, strengthening the
digital economy, and ensuring
equitable opportunities for all,
regardless of race, religion, or
background.

“This is the true meaning of
independence — the freedom to
build a shared future for a more
prosperous and inclusive state
and nation,” he said.

Calling on Penangites to fos-
ter mutual understanding, culti-
vate tolerance, and appreciate
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diversity, Chow highlighted the
spirit of Malaysia Madani.

“A Madani state is not only
about physical progress but also
about building moral strength
and compassion in line with the
national vision,” he noted.

Part of the crowd that descended
on the Batu Kawan Stadium
for the state-level National Day
parade. >
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Chowina grop photo with Faisal (front row, fifth from left), Wong (front row, fifth from right)and Teh.

(front row, sixth from right).

THE spirit of unity and patriotism
shone bright in the morning of
Sept 7 as Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow welcomed athlete and
coach Ahmed Faisal Mohd Lazim
at the Esplanade.

It marked the completion of
his gruelling 68km solo walk in
conjunction with the nation’s
68th Merdeka celebration.

The event, organised by the
Stay Fit Sunnah Sports Club,
began on Sept 6 at about 5pm
from the same venue before
concluding at 8am the next day.

Chow commended Faisal for
his perseverance and dedica-
tion, calling the initiative both
meaningful and symbolic.

“l'am truly grateful that we can
gather on this bright morning, not
only to bask in the sunshine but
also in the spirit of unity and love

68km solo walk marks
patriotism, healthy living

for the country.

“This is a very meaningful pro-
gramme, the 68km Solo Walk in
celebration of our 68th Indepen-
dence Day,” Chow said.

“This event is not just
about sports; it reflects loy-
alty, love, and the patriotic
spirit of the club.

“The 68km distance covered
by Faisal is more than a physical
challenge; it is a symbolic ges-
ture of our nation’s 68 years of
independence.

“l applaud Faisal for dedicat-
ing this walk to our beloved coun-
try, his late parents, friends and
family,” Chow added.

Faisal, who powered through
rain and leg pain during the last
18km in Tanjung Bungah, de-
scribed the journey as a tribute
to his late parents.

“I have been active in this for
years, but my parents are no lon-
ger here to witness it. God loves
them more, and this walk is dedi-
cated to them,” he said.

He added that his determina-
tion to finish came from his com-
mitment to Chow, his friends and
his family.

Also present were Komtar as-
semblyman Teh Lai Heng, and
Pengkalan Kota assemblyman
Wong Yuee Harng.
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NVESTING in renewable en-
Iergy, embracing environmen-

tal, social, and governance
(ESG) principles and prioritising
community sustainability are
not just policy directions, says
Deputy Chief Minister Il Jag-
deep Singh Deo.

“They reflect our shared com-
mitment towards shaping a fam-
ily-focused, green, smart, and
inclusive Penang which is in line
with the Penang2030 vision,”
Jagdeep said in his speech dur-
ing the launch of SAM Malay-
sia’s solar panel project at its
Bukit Minyak premises recently.

“l encourage more corporations
in Penang and across Malaysia to
draw inspiration from SAM.

goals

“What SAM has achieved to-
day is a strong demonstration
of how the private sector can
complement  Penang2030’s
sustainability roadmap.

“At the state level, we contin-
ue to lead the way in promoting
renewable energy, sustainable
mobility, environmental conser-
vation and waste reduction,”
Jagdeep said.

He added these milestones
support the “Green and Smart”
pillars of the Penang2030 vi-
sion.

Besides that, Jagdeep said
SAM Engineering & Equipment
has been recognised in the
FTSE4Good Index, a globally
respected benchmark for ESG
excellence.

“This recognition places SAM
among leading international

w

Jagdeep signing o_{a plaque atjthe}launch|
event asjKong (Ieft)lilooks on.

companies that uphold sustain-
able business practices.

“It also aligns directly with
Penang2030’s vision of build-
ing a competitive yet inclusive
economy that meets global
standards while serving the
needs of our people,” he added.

Among other initiatives by
SAM are tree planting activities
held in conjunction with Earth

Chow moots central body to drive
semiconductor strategy

CHIEF Minister Chow Kon Yeow
has called for the setting up of
a comprehensive coordinating
body to improve government ef-
ficiency and ensure effective roll
out of national strategies.

Speaking at the Malaysia
Semiconductor Industry Associa-
tion (MSIA) Merdeka Celebration
2025 in Kuala Lumpur recently,
Chow said such a coordinating
body could streamline overlap-
ping functions, monitor delivery
and strengthen accountability
across government agencies.

“The best strategies are only
as strong as their execution.
Perhaps it is time for Malaysia
to consider a comprehensive
coordinating body that ensures
national strategies do not re-
main as policy documents, but
become living realities,” he said.

Citing international examples,
Chow pointed to the United
States Digijtal Service, which con-
solidated oversight of contracts
and introduced digjtal reforms.

"l am not suggesting we copy
them, but we can certainly learn,
adapt and design something bet-
ter, transparent, collaborative,
and people-centric,” he said.

Chow emphasised Penang's
integral role in driving Malay-

sia’s electrical and electronics
(E&E) sector.

"The state contributed more
than RM360 billion in E&E ex
ports last year, almost one-third
of the national total. In the first
six months of this year, Penang
recorded RM18.9 billion in ap-
proved investments.

“Next time you pick up your
smartphone, drive your car or
board a plane, there’s a good
chance the chip inside comes
from Penang,” he said.

While acknowledging global
challenges, like the proposed
100% tariff on semiconductors
in the United States, Chow said
Penang viewed such develop-
ments as opportunities to move
further up the value chain.

Chow added the state is also
aligning with the National Semi-
conductor Strategy (NSS) target
of producing 60,000 skilled en-
gineers by 2030 through initia-
tives like the Penang STEM Tal
ent Blueprint, the Penang Chip
Design Academy and the upcom-
ing IC Design and Digijtal Park in
Bayan Lepas.

“Imagine one day soon, see-
ing worldclass chips proudly
carrying the ‘Made in Malaysia’
mark," he said.

Finance Minister Il Senator
Datuk Seri Amir Hamzah Azizan
said the country's semiconduc-
tor industry recorded strong
growth in the first half of 2025,
with exports rising 15.7% year-
on-year, placing the country firm-
ly in the global value chain.

He said the sector remained a
key driver of the economy, noting
thatin 2024, E&E exports totalled
RM601.6 billion, nearly 40% of
Malaysia’s overall exports.

From January to July this
year, exports rose 17.3% to
RM391.4 billion.

“Our economy grew 4.4% in the
second quarter, in line with Bank
Negara’s forecast. Despite global
headwinds, Malaysia continues
to show resilience, supported by
the strength of key sectors like
semiconductors,” he said.

MSIA president Datuk Seri
Wong Siew Hai said the semi-
conductor industry continues to
grow despite facing challenges
worldwide, especially with the
tariffs implemented.

He said MSIA is committed to
nurturing local talent to move up
the value chain, ensuring Malay-
sia cements its place among the
world’s leading semiconductor
nations.

Day in collaboration with the
Penang Forestry Department.
The company also organised
a mangrove planting activity at
Pantai Malindo and a beach
cleaning programme at Per-
matang Damar Laut, with sup-
port from the Penang Island
City Council (MBPP).
Meanwhile, SAM  Malay-
sia chief operating officer Eric
Kong, who represented the
company’s chief executive offi-
cer BK Ng, said the solar panel
project was a milestone that re-

ment's strong commitment to
sustainability, innovation and a
greener future.

He said the project is more
than just a facility upgrade as it
marks a significant step forward
in reducing their environmental
footprint while embracing clean
energy solutions.

“The project, which com-
menced in March, has a total
installed capacity of 3.639
megawatts-peak (MWp), mak-
ing it a significant contribution
to our renewable energy portfo-

flects SAM Engineering & Equip-  lio” he said.

CRESEEE

UPGRADE FOR PEARL ONE TOUCH PENANG APP
THE Pearl One Touch Penang mobile application has
been upgraded to version 2.0, with several new fea-
tures aimed at improving user experience and acces-
sibility. Launched by the Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) in April 2023, the app is part of MBPP’s on-
going digital transformation efforts. Council secretary Cheong Chee
Hong said the new version offers a more user-friendly interface, en-
hanced Ul/UX elements and smoother navigation to simplify daily
tasks. “Some new features are the integration of Penang Smart
Parking, the addition of the ChargeSini option for electric vehicle us-
ers, and a public toilet locator function to help users access nearby
facilities. With these features, users no longer need to rely on mul-
tiple platforms or apps,” he said in his speech before the launch,
officiated by Penang Local Government, Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman Jason H’'ng Mooi Lye recently.

FEARL

LIM URGES FASTER TAX REFUNDS FOR COMPANIES

AIR Putih assemblyman Lim Guan Eng has raised his concerns
over the delay in tax refunds for companies, which he said could
take three to five years. Tax surpluses for individuals are processed
and refunded within 30 working days, demonstrating efficiency by
the Inland Revenue Board (LHDN). “However, this is not the case
for companies,” Lim said in a press conference recently. Although
the LHDN has implemented several measures to address the prob-
lem, such as the “First In, First Out” system, proportional disburse-
ments and refunds based on predetermined amounts, Lim noted
delays still persist. According to Lim, some companies pay extra
taxes to avoid penalties for underreporting profits but often face
long delays before receiving their refunds. Lim urged the federal
government to improve the tax refund process for companies and
encouraged affected businesses to contact his office for help and
follow-up with the authorities.
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N.26 PADANG KOTA

N.09 BAGAN DALAM

OCTOBER 1— 15,2025 P

YB Dato' Dr. Mohamad Abdul Hamid
mohdhamid@penang.gov.my

YAB Chow Kon Yeow T) 04 - 226 0218
howkon W nan v.m F) 04 - 226 0218
N.37 BATU MAUNG

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

m 04 -226 2464
F) 04 -2618715

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Gooi Zi Sen

gooizisen@penang.gov.my

(T) 012 - 500 1571

N.16 PERAI
YB Dato’ Seri Sundarajoo A/L Somu
nlé.kadunperai@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 397 3600

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
nl2dunjawi@gmail.com

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.01 PENAGA

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Rashidi Bin Zinol
n21 hehpk@gmail.com

}B 04 - 593 2408

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari
tanjongbunga@bukitbendera.org

m 04 - 818 3866
F) 04 - 262 5952

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim

limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

}T; 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Wong Hon Wai
wonghonwail973@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 1898
i

YB Kumor(l:m Krislgnon @ _ICoIvin EB 04-313 1002 YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah (T)
n mn mail.com

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
N.13 BERAPIT YB Bukhori Ghazali m
YB Heng Lee Lee ET{ 017 - 813 3509
berapifedappg.org 7)o cn 0000 N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
N.14 MACHANG BUBOK YB Mohd Sobri Salleh m
YB Lee Khai Loon T) 013 -399 0519

i _ N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Kllee/c@gmail.com .
kllee78@gmail.com EF; 04 - 551 1442 YB Muhammad Fauzi Yusoff )
N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung T) 04 - 507 5001 |
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my EF; 04 - 507 5001 ygoﬁgrf,ﬁc,ﬂ(oﬁg“ TAWAR U]
N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik ET; 04 - 502 5818 N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
F) 04 - 506 2138 YB Izhar Shah Arif Shah m
N.23 AIR PUTIH
f N.11 PERMATANG PASIR

YB Lim Guan En T) 04 - 829 0614 : :
dapairp Uﬁh@;r%oil.com m YB Amir Hamzah Abdul Hashim M)
N.24 KEBUN BUNGA N.12 PENANTI
YB Lee Boon Hen (T) 011 - 2773 6684 YB Zulkefli Bakar m
leeboonheng24@gmail.com

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
N.25 PULAU TIKUS YB Abidin Ismail m
YB Woo Sze Zeng (H) 016 - 417 2548
joshuawoosz@gmail.com N.39 PULAU BETONG
véz\ZvPEN%KALAI—'r KOTA 104 - 299 2574 YB Mohamad Shukor Zakariah )]

ong Yuee Harng -

pengkalankota@dappg.org EF{ N.40 TELOK BAHANG

YB Muhamad Kasim m

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtar@dappg.org

ET; 016 - 270 6808
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Fahmi Zainol

fahmizainol@penang.gov.my

}B 04 -293 7545

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
ngahteon nan vV.m

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.02 BERTAM
YB Datuk Seri Reezal Merican Naina
Merican

dsrmpusatkhidmat@gmail.com

04 -293 7546
g

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Tan Hooi Peng
n32seridelim: mail.com

EB 04 - 659 5611

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU
YB Phee Syn Tze

n07sungaipuyu@gmail.com

m 04-3137987
) 012 - 248 5938

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airitamdap@gmail.com

T) 016 - 421 9143
F) 04 -829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam
kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Chee Yeeh Keen
h hkeen@gmail.com

m 018-388 6317

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Dato’ Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976
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PENANG CARE SOCIETY

NAMA No Tel/ No Faks

Hotline
T) 04-291 0123

DAP PENANG HQ
dappenang@dapmalaysia.org

T) 04 - 228 8482
F) 04 - 228 8514

PKR PENANG HQ

(T) 04-397 0115
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. Penyertaan dibuka dari 1 Oktober 2025 hingga 31 Disember 2025,

Peserta mestilah berumur 13 tahun dan ke atas,

.. Bebas menggunakan sebarang jenis hahan mewarna.

. Saiz kertas lukisan adalah A3 (29,7 cm = 42 cm).

. Lukisan grafik dan adaptasi menggunakan kemputer adalah tidak dibenarkan,
. Lukisan dan idea adalah hasil ciptaan sendirl.

. Karya perlu bertemakan "Cuti-cuti 2025",

Diwajibkan untuk sertakan logo Penang2030 dan Buletin Mutiara dalam karya.

. Borang butiran peribadi peserta perlu ditampal di bahagian belakang karya,
. Penyertaan ahll keluarga terderat barisan penganjur adalah tidak sah,

. Hasil karya adalah hak milik penganjur.

. Sebarang pertanyaan, sila hubungi 05-650 5704/5258.

. Hantarkan semua penyartaan ke:

Pertandingan Melukis Poster &/2025
Tingkat 47 KOMTAR, 10503 Pulau Pinang.

5 = > o o
3 neradusa [ Ohe lise he U
MNama:
Kad Pengenalan:
Alamat:

No. Telefon : (Rumah)
(Bimbit)

Emel:

{Pastikan semua butiran diisi dengan lengkap dan jelas).
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uStory by K.H. Ong
=Pix by Darwina Mohd Daud

ULLYING of any form
Bwill not be tolerated in

Penang, says Chief Min-
ister Chow Kon Yeow.

Voicing his concern over bul-
lying, Chow stressed its harmful
effects in schools, workplaces
and online.

“Bullying, whether in schools,
workplaces or online, shatters
confidence, causes lasting trau-
ma, and robs children of their
future. As Chief Minister, let me
be clear: bullying has no place
in Penang. If such cases arise
in our state, they will be dealt
with firmly,” he said, adding that
prevention and awareness are
crucial.

Chow said this in his speech
at the 40th Anniversary Fund-
raising Dinner of Women'’s Cen-
tre for Change (WCC) recently.

He commended WCC for four
decades of unwavering com-
mitment to protecting women
and children from violence and
abuse, which has transformed
countless lives.

He emphasised that the din-
ner was not only a celebration of
WCC’s achievements but also
an investment in its future.

On behalf of the state gov-
ernment, Chow announced a
RM50,000 contribution to WCC.

The organisation surpassed
its fundraising target by collect-
ing more than RM500,000.

A total of 700 people attend-
ed the event. WCC'’s last fund-
raising event was 10 years ago.

Chow expressed concern
over the rising cases of violence
against women and children
nationwide, noting that child
sexual abuse remains a serious
issue in Penang.

Between 2020 and 2024,
Malaysia recorded a 53% in-
crease in reported child sexual
offences, with over 3,800 cas-
es in 2024 alone.

In Penang, the State Social
Welfare Department document-
ed 4,080 child abuse cases
since 2010, including 201 in
the first four months of this year.

Domestic violence also re-
mains widespread, with more
than 2,460 cases reported na-
tionwide between January and
April 2025.

In Penang, over 1,800 cases
were reported between 2021
and 2024, averaging more than
450 annually. This placed the
state seventh among Malay-
sia’s 14 states.

Chow acknowledged WCC’s
role in empowering survivors to
speak out and in equipping chil-
dren through school-based pre-
ventive education. He praised
the organisation’s advocacy
in reforming laws and policies,

‘No place for bullymg

Chow and Tan (third from right), joining (from left) Woo, Hajar, Chin, Lim and Chong Eng in a cake-
cutting ceremony to celebrate the event.

challenging stigma, and promot-
ing gender equality.

The state has partnered with
WCC on several initiatives, in-
cluding the establishment of
the Pusat Perkhidmatan Wanita
in Seberang Perai.

“For us in Penang, we are
not merely looking at statistics
or programmes. It is about our
Penang2030 vision — to be
a family-focused, green, and
smart state. That vision cannot
be realised if women and chil-
dren do not feel safe.”

He urged the public to con-
tinue supporting WCC so the
organisation can expand into
new areas such as anti-bullying
initiatives.

Heritage walk bnngs A|r Itam stories to life

THE Penang Air Itam
Story Heritage Walk
offers a perfect cul-
tural experience for
participants.

Jointly organised by
the Air Itam Service
Centre and Penang
Walkabout Group, the
programme launched
its first series on Sept
6.

Air Itam assembly-
man Joseph Ng said
22 participants, includ-
ing a couple from Belgium, took
part in the event.

The participants walked for
two hours around the neigh-
bourhood.

The route began at the Air
[tam War Memorial and con-
cluded at Spark Optics.

“This is our first initiative or-
ganising such a walk, and the
programme will run for at least
10 months. If the response is
good, it may be extended up to
one year.

Chan (left) and Noriah in a memorable moment.

“The walk is scheduled to
take place on the first Saturday
of every month.

“Each series will accommo-
date a maximum of 22 to 25
participants; if this limit is ex-
ceeded, the additional partici-
pants will be included to the next
series,” Ng said during a press
conference after the event.

Ng added the walkbout will
cover all the historical and cul-
turally significant sites in the Air
Itam neighbourhood.

Registration fee is RM30,

which includes a cup of
coffee.

Meanwhile, Noriah
Abdullah, 81, said the
walkabout revealed the al-
leys and hidden corners
of the Air Itam neighbour-
hood.

She said the experi-
ence helped her see fa-
miliar places in a new
light.

“l am originally from Air
[tam, but | now live in the

Tanjung Bungah area.

“As a former history teacher
myself, this walkabout was es-
pecially meaningful for me and
my friend Chan, who also taught
history at SMK Padang Polo.

“We both always go for morn-
ing walks, so we are used to
walking regularly,” she said,
adding that they learned about
the event through the Penang
Walkabout Group Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/
share/ g/1Gj4MrxrBN/?mibextid
= wwXIfr).

Organising chair and WCC
Fundraising Ambassador Datuk
Annie Chin thanked the public
for helping WCC exceed its tar-
get of RM500,000.

“As a non-profit organisation,
WCC is fully dependent on dona-
tions to carry out our work. The
support we receive allows us to
provide free services and edu-
cation for many programmes,
especially for women and chil-
dren in the B40 community,”
said Chin, who is also Brazil's
honorary consul in Penang.

Over the past four decades,
WCC has supported more than
250,000 women, children, and
members of the public through
free services, education pro-
grammes, and advocacy.

WCC president Dr Hajar Ab-
dul Rahim expressed her grati-
tude to the organisation’s dedi-

cated staff, volunteers, funders,
and donors.

“Thanks to the generosity of
the people, women and girls fac-
ing abusive, often horrific and
painful situations can find hope,
healing, and access to justice in
the midst of unimaginable hard-
ship,” Hajar said.

She added that WCC remains
the only NGO in Malaysia provid-
ing comprehensive support for
survivors — from crisis to court
— with compassion, integrity
and professionalism.

Also present were Chow’s
wife, Tan Lean Kee, state So-
cial Development, Welfare and
Non-Islamic  Religious Affairs
Committee chairman Lim Siew
Khim, Pulau Tikus assembly-
man Joshua Woo Sze Seng, and
former state executive council-
lor Datuk Seri Chong Eng.

ERJEFS_ |

5% DIVIDEND FOR KKPPSB MEMBERS

KOPERASI Komuniti Pulau Pinang Selatan Berhad
(KKPPSB) has declared a 5% dividend payout for the
financial year 2024 (FY24). The dividend approval for

its 1,399 members was one of the key highlights of
KKPPSB's third Annual General Meeting (AGM) recent-

ly. The AGM also recorded its highest attendance to date, with 894
members present compared to 803 the previous year. KKPPSB chair-
man Mohd Kamal Abdullah said the encouraging turnout reflected
the members’ dedication and confidence in the cooperative’s mis-
sion. He stressed that the cooperative is not merely a business entity
but a values-based platform for community wellbeing.

FASHION WEEK TO MAKE STYLISH RETURN

THE Penang Fashion Week (PFW) 2025 is set to make a stylish
comeback from Oct 10 to 12, shining the spotlight on the island’s
growing fashion and creative scene. “Penang is positioning itself not
only as a cultural and tourism hub but also as a fashion-forward des-
tination with a distinctive voice. With the theme ‘Beyond Borders:
Fashion Without Limits’, this year's edition of PFW celebrates Pen-
ang’s homegrown creativity and craftsmanship while opening doors
to new design frontiers. The event will feature a curated lineup of
local designers, emerging Penang-based brands and Malaysian fash-
ion talents,” State Tourism and Creative Economy Committee chair-

man Wong Hon Wai told a press conference at Komtar recently.



Tan (second row, fifth from left) and Maizul (seated, sixth from
left) with the young and enthusiastic team.

OPE is the one tool that
Hsheds light, helping to un-

tangle us from the depths
of depression.

This powerful message was
portrayed through the unique
art performance, “HEAL-LANG”
(Hero Saya), recently.

Acted, written and directed
by visual artist Maizul Affendy,
the performance explored the
emotional turbulence individu-
als often face, drawing deeply
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from Maizul's personal journey
of struggle and healing.

Tan Lean Kee, wife of Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow and
guest of honour at the event, re-
minded everyone it is perfectly
normal to not feel okay at times.

Tan emphasised that anxiety,
depression, stress, emotional
exhaustion and panic attacks
should not be seen as signs of
weakness or mental disorder
but that vulnerability is part of

the human condition.

“All of us need to learn cop-
ing skills and equip ourselves
with the tools to manage life’s
challenges.

“Art and music are increas-
ingly used as therapeutic tools in
schools, hospitals and counsel-
ling sessions to help individuals
manage stress, anxiety and grief.

“They provide a way to ex
press emotions that words of-
ten fail to capture,” she said.

Art to help manage mental
ealth | '

Tan added whether it is
drawing, painting, sculpting, or
even doodling, these forms of
creative expression can help
release emotions we may not
even realise we are carrying.

“They give our inner voice a
form, a colour, a shape, a line,
which can be incredibly freeing.

“While art and music are
not cures, they can be power-
ful companions in one’s mental
health journey,” Tan said.

NEWS“

The team portraying ‘Negative Emotions’ is seen entangling Maizul, trying to prevent him from pursuing
his work.

“HEAL-LANG” was organised
by the Lebuh Chulia Village
Community Management Coun-
cil (MPKK) and the Tetangsi Ru-
angReka Club, in collaboration
with Befrienders Penang.

It took place at the Penang
Youth Centre, in Lebuh Acheh.

The performance provided
a great platform for the vibrant
and enthusiastic young artists
from Tetangsi to showcase their
talents and creativity.

10 schools to benefit from Greatech’s Digital Library Transformative Program

TEN schools across Penang
have been selected under
Greatech’s  Digital  Library
Transformative Program this
year, marking the company’s
largest education-focused ini-
tiative to date.

Through this programme,
Greatech will sponsor the
schools to establish state-
ofthe-art digital libraries de-
signed to transform traditional
study spaces into innovative
learning hubs.

Greatech Human Resources
and Admin director Jenise Loo
Khai Tien said the initiative aims
to empower students with digj-
tal tools that encourage creativ-
ity, self-learning, and innovation.

“The goal is to transform tra-
ditional study corners into cut-
ting-edge digital hubs and fuel a
passion for learning.

“By integrating technology,
we want to build a brighter to-
morrow for students in our com-
munity,” Loo said during the
launch ceremony officiated by

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
at Greatech’s Batu Kawan fac-
tory recently.

She added the initiative
builds on earlier efforts where
three schools were sponsored
in previous years, namely SJK
(C) Beng Teik and SJK (C) Chung
Hwa 3 in 2022, followed by SJK
(C) Aik Hua in 2024.

“These projects showed us
how digital libraries can spark
curiosity, encourage selflearn-
ing, and transform schools into
spaces of discovery.

“Imagine a classroom
where every child has access
to endless knowledge at their
fingertips. Today, we make
this vision a reality by integrat-
ing digital resources into the
schools,” she said.

According to Loo, this
year’'s programme represents
an investment of around RM2
million.

“As a homegrown Penang
company, we are deeply com-
mitted to giving back to the

place we call home.

“For us, success is not only
about business growth, but
about how much we contribute
to society and how many young
talents we help to flourish,”
she added.

BENEF\C\ARY SCHO

sJK (C)
10. SMK St Xavier,

She also announced that ap-
plications for next year’s Digital
Library Transformative Program
are now open.

Chow, while commending
Greatech on the initiative, said
the Digital Library Transforma-

oLS

ukit Mertajam

tive Program is an initiative
that reflects the shared aspira-
tion between the state govern-
ment, industry, and the com-
munity to create a more inclu-
sive, empowered, and digitally
advanced society.

“This launch is about more
than upgrading facilities. It is
about transforming the way our
children access and engage
with knowledge.

“The Greatech Digijtal Library
is not just a room filled with de-
vices; it is a platform to ignite
curiosity, foster innovation, and
equip our students with the
skills they need for the future,”
said Chow.

Chow added that in today’s
world, digital literacy is no longer
a luxury; it is essential.

Also present were Greatech
Group of Companies chief ex-
ecutive officer Datuk Seri Tan
Eng Kee, Greatech chief proj-
ect officer Khor Lean Heng and
Greatech chief financial officer
Koay Lin Lin.



=Story by Riadz Akmal
=Pix courtesy of MRSM
Balik Pulau

FTER making history as
Athe first Maktab Rendah
ains Mara (MRSM)
team to clinch the prestigious
Super Schools Rugby (SSR)
Championship, MRSM Balik Pu-
lau is aiming for a repeat show-
ing in next year’s edition.

The team stunned rugby fans
when they edged Kuala Lum-
pur's Victoria Institution (VI)
14-13 in a nailbiting final at
the Putrajaya Equestrian Park
recently.

The victory earned MRSM
Balik Pulau RM15,000 in prize
money, while VI walked away
with RM7,000.

Sekolah Menengah Sains
Hulu Selangor (Semashur) and
Malay College Kuala Kangsar
rounded up the top four.

Head coach Mohd lzzuwan
Ahmad Sukri, in an interview
with Buletin Mutiara recently,
said the focus now is on nurtur-
ing younger talent.

“Our next priority will be the
U-13, U-14, U-15 and U-16 rug-
by tournaments.

“We want to give our stu-
dents more experience before
selecting the best to compete
in the SSR Championship next
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Eye on repeat rugby glory

year,” he said.

Mohd Izzuwan added the vic-
tory was especially meaningful
as MRSM Balik Pulau is not a
sports school.

“Before this, only fully resi-
dential schools and premier
schools managed to qualify for
the SSR Championship.

“MRSM Balik Pulau became
the first MRSM to be invited to
the tournament last year, and we
are proud to have now emerged
as champions,” he said.

The SSR Championship, first
introduced in 2013, is regarded
as Malaysia’s most prestigious
school rughy tournament.

This year marked its 10th
edition, with MRSM Balik Pulau
improving on their impressive
top-four finish last year.

“It is not easy to qualify for
the SSR Championship as par-
ticipation is by invitation, based
on merit, performance, alumni
support, and other technical

factors. To win it this year is
truly a blessing,” he added.

MRSM Balik Pulau has al-
ready built a strong reputation
in rugby, having won the nation-
al-level inte-MRSM U-15 and U-
18 competitions.

However, Mohd |zzuwan con-
siders the SSR title their great-
est achievement to date.

“With more than 100 stu-
dents from Form One to Form
Five involved in rugby, we have
a large pool of talent.

“Most of them started with
no rugby background, but we
train almost every day to build
their skills.

“Our plan is to provide
them with intensive training
and exposure through vari-
ous age-group tournaments,
before selecting the best play-
ers to represent MRSM Balik
Pulau in the next SSR Champi-
onship,” he said.

Also present during the
interview were MRSM Balik
Pulau principal lbrahim Abdul-
lah and Simpang Empat Vil-
lage Community Management
Council (MPKK) chairman Id-
zham Ahmad.

THROUGH a quirk of fate, Pen-
ang retained the Petronas
National Interstate Under-18
Mixed Team Championships
2025 title, edging Johor 4-3 in
a nail-biting final at the Penang
Badminton Hall in Bukit Dumbar
recently.

The final was packed with
drama. Penang stormed ahead
with a 3-0 lead, only for Johor to
claw back magnificently by win-
ning the next three matches to
level the tie 3-3.

It all came down to the deci-
sive women'’s doubles.

Johor’s pair of Hasyni Devi Sa-
hathevan and Dania Sofea Zaidi
were leading 17-13 in the first
game when tragedy struck —
Dania twisted her knee and the
pair were forced to retire, hand-
ing Penang the winning point and
the championship crown.

The victory saw Penang take
home the top prize of RM8,000,
while Johor settled for the run-
ner’s-up purse of RM4,000.

It also marked Penang'’s sec-
ond consecutive triumph, after
defeating Selangor in last year’'s
final in Melaka. This time, Se-
langor secured third place with
a 4-1 win over Sabah, pocketing
RM2,000, while Sabah earned

Penang narrowly retam U-18 badmlnton title

RM1,000.

A day earlier, Penang booked
their place in the final with a 4-
0 whitewash of Sabah, while
Johor edged Selangor 4-3 in a
hard-fought semi-final.

Penang chief coach Razlan
Abdullah expressed satisfac-
tion with his team’s overall per-
formance, especially with the
mixed pair of Tan Zhi Yang-Ni-
cole Tan Pei En and girls’ singles
player Oo Shan Zi, both of whom
remained unbeaten throughout
the tournament.

“Credit to the team for show-
ing their mettle. The final was
no doubt tense, and a couple of
players got jittery after we went
3-0 up. Still, the decisive tie was
touch-andgo,” said Razlan.

“Most of these players are
preparing for Sukma 2028, but
| wouldn’t be surprised if many
of them break into the squad for
Sukma 2026.”

Penang's win was all the
more impressive as they were
without their top shuttler Kong
Wei Xiang, who missed the
semifinals and final due to na-
tional team duty in India.

The victorious Penang team posing with team manager Datuk Ang Lay Heang (centre) and Razlan

(front row, standing right).

RESULTS

B Final: Penang bt Johor 4-3
(Penang’s names first)

B Mixed doubles: Tan Zhi Yang-
Nicole Tan Pei En bt Chiam Zi Yi-
Low Zi Yu 21-19, 17-21, 21-18.
M Girls’ singles: Oo Shan Zi bt
Hasyni Devi Sahathevan 21-16,
21-9.

MBoys’ singles: Louis Lee Qi
Jun bt Chen lJia Le 1521, 21-
19, 21-16.

MBoys’ doubles: Muhamad
Adam Haris-Nixon Ang Jia Shen

lost to Daniel Tan Ying Enn-Siau
Yu Hang 16-21, 19-21.

B Girls’ singles: Lim Zhi Shi lost
to Low Zi Yu 17-21, 10-21.
BBoys’ singles: Tan Zhi Shen
lost to Chiam Zi Yi 23-25, 10-
21.

MGirls’ doubles: Christine Lam
Mei He-Nicole Chau Xuan bt
Hasyni Devi Sahathevan-Dania
Sofea Zaidi 1317, rtd.

W 3rd/4th placings: Selangor bt
Sabah 4-1 (Selangor's names
first)

B Mixed doubles: Branson Hee

Hek Fung-Sheyeon Wong E-Shw-
en lost to Datu Arif Datu Asraf-
Saidatul Saadiah Muhammad
1821, 2321, 10-21.

B Boys’ singles: Tiew Wei Jie bt
Muhd Nur Azhar Zunaide 21-8,
1821, 21-18.

B Girls’ singles: Eng Ler Qi bt
Jola Lim Zi Yu 21-16, 21-11.
BMBoys’ singles: Razeq Daniel
Roslie bt Josua Aegidius 21-14,
21-13.

MGirls’ singles: Chanice Tan
Ying Xuan bt Chua lJing Xuan
21-7, 21-14.
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