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panies (GLCs) should adopt world-

class governance and move away
from outdated practices to deliver sus-
tainable impact for Penang, says Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

Speaking at the opening of the pro-
gramme “Stewarding Penang State
GLCs: Future-Ready Boards for Sustain-
able Impact” recently, Chow said good
governance is not a luxury but a neces-
sity.

“At the heart of good governance are
our directors and board members, who
must carry the responsibility of account-
ability, integrity and leadership,” he said.

Chow added the state oversees 18
GLCs under the Chief Minister Incorpo-
rated (CMI) and State Secretary Incorpo-
rated (SSI), many of which are not profit-
driven but exist to serve the community,
to provide social support and to carry
out the state’s development agenda.

“Our GLCs are the backbone of the
state economy and, at the same time,
instruments for inclusive growth. They
drive investments, build infrastructure,
advance tourism, improve social well-
being and ensure prospetity is shared by
all,” he said.

He stressed that all this aligned with
the Penang2030 vision of building a fam-
ily-focused, green and smart state.

Chow noted the Auditor-General had
recommended stronger monitoring and
oversight, clearer key performance indi-
cators (KPIs), and more transparent gow-
ernance for state-linked entities.

He also commended CMI for initiating
a study on GLC reform, including central-
ised internal audits to strengthen checks
and balances.

“This is the last piece of the puzzle for
my administration, and it also supports
the reform agenda of the Madani Govern-
ment at the federal level,” he added.

Chow reminded that whether profit-
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making or service-driven, all GLCs must
prioritise efficiency, accountability and
professionalism, shedding the old “gov-
ernment-style” mindset and reducing un-
necessary bureaucracy.

“Only GLCs that are well-managed,
competitive and led by forward-thinking
directors will be able to carry Penang to
greater heights,” he said.

The programme, organised in cok
laboration with the Institute of Corporate
Directors Malaysia (ICDM), focuses on fi-
nancial sustainability with social impact,
digital and green transformation, and
board diversity.

ICDM chairman Tan Sri Zarinah An-
war, in her speech, said they are in-

spired by Penang’'s success in trans-
forming itself into a thriving hub of high-
tech manufacturing, digital innovation,
and services, while retaining its rich
cultural heritage.

She added Penang’s GLCs would play
a central role in driving the state’s trans-
formation plan under Penang2030, par-
ticularly in logistics, the digital economy,
renewable energy, healthcare and afford-
able housing.

She emphasised the critical respon-
sibility of board chairmen, who must set
the tone for governance and ensure inde-
pendence of thought in decision-making.

“The chairman must ensure discus-
sions are constructive, inclusive and stra-
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tegic. While maintaining a healthy rela-
tionship with management, the chairman
must not be seen as an extension of the
CEO. Instead, he or she must guide the
board in scrutinising proposals, examin-
ing options and ensuring proper risk as-
sessment,” she said.

Zarinah cautioned that boards would
be failing in their duty if they merely en-
dorsed management recommendations.

“Boards must ask tough questions,
challenge assumptions and hold man-
agement accountable. Directors need to
come fully prepared, having understood
the issues and ready to contribute mean-
ingfully,” she said.

She also highlighted the need to build
“futureready boards” through a skills
matrix, diversity benchmarks, and rigor-
ous Board and Director Effectiveness
Evaluations (BDEE).

“Atruly independent BDEE is not about
finding fault but about forging excellence.
It provides the courageous insights need-
ed to elevate strategic decision-making
and build the futureready boards Pen-
ang’s vision demands,” she said.

The event also featured a panel dia-
logue on the same topic with experienced
panellists Tunku Datuk Mahmood Fawzy
Tunku Muhiyddin and Wee Hock Kee,
moderated by ICDM president and CEO
Jackie Mah.

Also present were Deputy Chief Min-
ister | Datuk Dr Mohamad Abdul Hamid,
Deputy Chief Minister Il Jagdeep Singh
Deo, several state executive councillors
and assemblymen, CMI general manager
Datin Bharathi Suppiah, and the board of
directors of state-owned enterprises.
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ing moment for Penang

when more than 10,000
participants took part in a
mass drumming performance
at Batu Kawan Stadium re-
cently.

The feat was officially recog-
nised by the ASEAN Records as
the largest simultaneous perfor-
mance of Oriental drums, Malay
drums, Indian drums and reso-
nant objects used as drums.

The World Harmony Drums
2025 event brought together
communities from 11 states,
206 schools and international
participants in a recordbreaking
celebration of culture and unity.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow said the programme was not
only a cultural milestone but also
a symbol of harmony among
Malaysians of different back-
grounds and faiths.

“Today, we successfully gath-
ered more than 10,000 par-
ticipants to celebrate this event
with the involvement of local
communities,” he told reporters
after the event.

“l was informed that this pro-
gramme is recoghised by the
Education Ministry as a cultural
school event where participants
have been undergoing training at
their respective schools.

“It is not something that just
happened today, but they have
been training with drums sup-
plied to each school for prac-
tice,” he said.

Chow noted that schools

IT was another history-mak-
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ASEAN Records

hoped instructors could con-
tinue training students beyond
the event, as drumming instilled
rhythm, discipline and uniformity.
“This event is unique, showing
how Malaysians from different
cultural backgrounds can unite
through a common platform.
“With the right effort and de-
termination, we can succeed in
whatever we put our minds to.
Perhaps they can consider bring-
ing this event to other states as
well in an attempt to break more
records in the future,” he added.
State Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee chairman
Wong Hon Wai said the event

;.feam work is an
important element
whembeatmg the

drums‘ T
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also highlighted the deep cultur-
al roots of drums in Malaysia, as
well as globally.

“Drum sounds have always
been a powerful force, deep and
resonant. During festivals and

ceremonies, drums are indis-
pensable. Whenever the drums
start beating, the festive atmo-
sphere immediately fills the air,”
he said.

Wong also emphasised the
importance of the 24 Festive
Drums, which were inscribed as
a national intangjble cultural heri-
tage in 2009.

Efforts are now underway to
nominate it for Unesco’s Intan-
gible Cultural Heritage list.

The event was jointly organ-
ised by Bai Shi Yin Society for
Culture and Arts Research, Auto-
City Group, Yayasan Sakti, BSY
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Mass drumming makes

R&D, Oriental Drums (Interna-
tional) and BSY Cultural Arts on
Artistic Direction.

Among those present were
state Housing and Environment
Committee chairman Datuk
Seri Sundarajoo Somu, assem-
blymen Goh Choon Aik (Bukit
Tambun) and Gooi Hsiao-Leung
(Bukit Tengah), former United
Nations  under-secretary-gen-
eral Dr Kim Hak-Su, Auto-City
Group founder and managing
director Gary Teoh and Bai Shi
Yin Society for Culture and Arts
Research organising chairman
Bai Shi Yin.

THE Octopus Bridge near Kom-
tar in George Town was trans-
formed into a vibrant hub of
activity during the night of Sept
27 as Octovibe returned for its
second edition.

Organised by Pinang Lang
Life Story with the support of
the state government, Octo-
vibe, a pop-up market featuring
artisanal goods, handcrafted
items, and street food, aims to
breathe new life into the pedes-
trian bridge while showcasing
Penang’s cultural richness.

Project manager Daniel Tan
said the response has been
encouraging since its debut in
August.

“The objective is to celebrate
Penang'’s rich culture and heri-
tage. This unique location is
ideal for attracting tourists while
promoting local products.

“We are planning to organise
this event on a monthly basis,
ideally in the third or last week,”

Octopus Brldge comes alive W|th Octowbe

he told reporters.

Deputy Finance Minister and
Tanjong MP Lim Hui Ying, who
visited the event, praised the or-
ganisers for their initiative.

“By holding Octovibe here,
we are giving the space a new
identity and making it more wel-
coming to the public.

“This effort can revitalise
the bridge, stimulate economic
activity, and attract more young
people,” she said.

Lim hoped the event could
eventually be held more fre-
quently, with more stalls during
festive seasons, beyond the 20
currently available.

“We fully support this mean-
ingful initiative by Pinang Lang
Life Story. It not only benefits
local entrepreneurs but also
encourages greater community
use of the bridge,” she added.

L|m seems bemused by some :
|tems at one of the stalls: at;the
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H an eye on becom-
ing a world-class lo-
gistics hub, Penang

aims to learn from the FedEx
North Pacific Regional Hub in
Japan on managing air car-
go and logistics operations,
says Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow.

Chow noted that the FedEx
North Pacific Regional Hub has
earned recognition for its effi-
ciency in handling air cargo and
managing its logistics hub.

“Today, we want to learn prac-
tical aspects — how you ensure
smooth cargo flow, how land
and road access is planned, the
technology used for tracking and
customs, and how partnerships
with private logistics firms are
fostered.

“We hope to bring home ac-
tionable ideas that can be tested
in Penang immediately, not just
remain as plans on paper. These
are the areas we want to better
understand, so we can execute
them effectively,” he said during
his visit to FedEx North Pacific
Regional Hub in Kansai Airport,
Osaka, on Sept 26.

Chow was in Osaka with a
state delegation where Penang
made its debut at the Malay-
sian Pavilion during the World
Expo 2025.

Among those present were
Kansai  Airport Commercial
Aeronautical Division executive
officer and deputy chief commer-
cial officer Hayato Shingu, Aero
Commercial Department general
manager Kayo Nakajima, Cargo
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Development Group assistant
manager Ai Takiguchi, Cargo De-
velopment Group manager and
head Ryota Tsuji, Relation Divi-
sion counsellor Akira Kodama,
senior supervisor Junko Kishino
and assistant manager Mariko
Watanabe.

Among others that joined
Chow were Deputy Chief Minister
Il Jagdeep Singh Deo, State Sec-
retary Datuk Zulkifli Long, State
Financial Officer Datuk Zabidah
Safar, PDC board of directors
member Goh Choon Aik, who is
also the Bukit Tambun assem-
blyman, PDC general manager
Datuk Aziz Bakar, InvestPenang
chief executive officer Datuk Loo
Lee Lian, and others.

Chow highlighted that Penang
International Airport (PIA) is expe-
riencing strong growth.

“In 2024, PIA handled over
seven million passengers, and
we are now undertaking a major
expansion to raise its capacity to
12 million passengers annually.

“This expansion also focuses
on enhancing cargo handling and
aircraft parking facilities, both of
which are critical to establishing
a world-class logistics hub.

“Through Penang Develop-
ment Corporation (PDC), we are
developing the Penang Interna-
tional Logistics Aeropark (PILA)
on more than 100 acres near
PIA. This purpose-built aeropark
is designed to give manufactur-
ers and exporters quick access
to global markets.

“We are working with private
sector partners to introduce
modern warehousing, cold chain
facilities and express-reight so-
lutions,” he said.

Chow acknowledged that
while the scale of Penang’s proj-
ect differs from Kansai Airport,
the operational insights gained
are invaluable.

“Although our site is smaller,
we are learning about the opera-
tions and challenges that come
with building such a hub. We are
also identifying similarities and
differences to adapt the best

Gaining insights at Nakanoshima Qross

CHIEF Minister Chow Kon
Yeow has lauded Japan’s Na-
kanoshima Qross in Osaka as
a model for advancing health-
care and innovation.

“This centre shows us how
healthcare and innovation can
grow hand in hand. When | look
at Nakanoshima Qross, | see
many similarities with Penang’s
own vision,” Chow said during
his official visit to the integrated
facility on Sept 25.

He was then leading a state
delegation to highlight Penang’s
investment opportunities at the
World Expo 2025 in Osaka.

He described the hub as “truly
impressive”, noting how it brings
together hospitals, researchers,
startups and companies to joint-
ly develop medical solutions of
the future.

Chow highlighted Penang’s
success as a regional healthcare
destination, pointing out that in
2024 the state received more
than 412,900 foreign patients
and generated RM888.7 million
in revenue.

“People choose Penang not
only for our excellent doctors and
modern hospitals, but also for
our culture, food and warm hos-
pitality,” he said.

Looking ahead, Chow said the
Penang government is spear-
heading the RM2 billion Penang
Medi-City project in Batu Kawan.

Covering 235 acres, the
development will feature a
200-bed specialist hospital,
wellness and diagnostic cen-
tres and supporting residential
and commercial facilities.

“It will be more than just

hospitals; it will be a complete
medical ecosystem where pa-
tients, researchers and inves-
tors can all connect,” he said,
adding that Osaka and Penang
shared the same goal of inte-
grating healthcare, research
and startups to accelerate ac-
cess to new treatments.

“There are many opportunities
for Penang and Japan to work to-
gether. We can share knowledge,
collaborate on research, and ex-
plore investment in medical tech-
nology,” Chow said.

On hand to welcome and
brief Chow and his delega-
tion were Nakanoshima Qross
Management Division general
manager Takukma Thomas
Shiraishi and deputy manager
Jun Miyagawa.

Nakanoshima Qross, the

practices for Penang.

“We return with good ideas to
realise this project with FedEx,”
he added.

On Sept 24, FedEx signed a
Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) with PDC to establish a
new logistics facility within PILA,
adjacent to PIA.

The MoU exchange was wit-
nessed by Chow during the state
mission to Osaka, underscor-
ing Penang’s growing role as a
strategic gateway for Malaysia’s
trade and logistics sector.

Under the agreement, Fe-

International Institute of Fu-
ture Medicine in Osaka, is a
unique hub for the commer-
cialisation of healthcare in-
novation. It brings together
medical institutions, compa-
nies, startups, and support
organisations under one roof,
guided by the vision of “Shap-
ing the future of healthcare

NEWS™“

Penang looks to FedkEx

Chow (centre) taking a
group photo with state
delegation at FedEx North
Pacific Regional Hub.

dEx will become one of the first
global logistics players to com-
mit to PILA, with an investment
of approximately RM46 million
(US$11 million).

Scheduled for completion by
the end of 2028, the facility will
consolidate FedEx's freight and
express operations in Penang
under one roof.

The move is expected to
generate a multiplier effect by
providing manufacturers, SMEs,
and regional businesses with
faster, more reliable access to
global markets.

Penang Development Corporation chief executive officer Datuk Aziz
Bakar speaking with a Nakanoshima Qross representative.

together” and “Making it the
standard worldwide.”

“By learning from Osaka’s
example, Penang can further
strengthen its role as a regjonal
leader in medical tourism and
innovation while fostering part-
nerships that bring new treat-
ments and opportunities to our
people,” he said.
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HE Penang government
Thas officially gazetted

new quit rent rates for the
state under Section 101 of the
National Land Code (Act 828),
as published in the Penang
Government Gazette No. 37
dated Sept 11, 2025.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow said the revised rates will
take effect from Jan 1, 2026,
covering nearly 370,000 land
titles across Penang.

“The new rates, which were
approved by the National Land
Council in 2024, will remain
in force for a minimum of 10
years,” Chow told a press con-
ference at Komtar recently.

Also present was Penang
Land and Mines Office director
Datuk Dr Faizal Kamarudin.

Chow said the revision was
necessary as quit rent tax
rates had not been reviewed
for the past 30 years.

“The last review was con-
ducted in 1994, which means
the state government skipped
two review cycles in 2004 and
2014. This long delay prevent-
ed the government from in-
creasing land tax revenue over
an extended period.

“In addition, arrears and
leakages in land tax collec-
tion also grew as data cleans-
ing efforts could not be com-
prehensively implemented,”
Chow said.

Chow clarified that the re-
vision does not affect the
300,000 strata parcel ac-
counts, where owners will
continue paying their existing
parcel-based tax.

Instead, he said the review
is primarily targeted at indus-
trial and commercial land,
which has provided substan-
tial returns to landowners.

Incentives,
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rebates for landowners

“For residential and agri-
cultural landowners, the

smaller. For instance,
the minimum rate for
residential land in urban
areas will only rise from RM40
to RM50,” he added.

Chow said to ease _
the financial impact |
on all landowners in
Penang, the state gov-
ernment has introduced
a quit rent rebate
mechanism starting 8
in 2026.

He said a 32.5% re-
bate, which will benefit 18
all landowners, will
be implemented in ®
2026, followed by
20% in both 2027 and
2028.

“However, landowners
who qualify for the rebate
must continue paying the ex-
isting quit rent if the amount
payable after rebate is lower
than what was paid in 2025.

“On average, the rebates
will result in a revenue shortfall
of between RM80 million and
RM200 million annually for the
Penang government from 2026
to 2028,” Chow said.

Chow also revealed that
besides the three-year rebate
scheme, the state govern-
ment has agreed to roll out
several additional incentives
for landowners.

“Among them are full waiver
of penalty charges on arrears
for quit rent and strata parcel

NEW RATES AT A GLANCE

RM50 per lot).

4

HINDIVIDUAL RESIDENCES: 70sen per sq m
= (minimum payment of RM70 per lot for all land
in the city category).

BRURAL LAND: 50sen per sq m (minimum payment of

. HINDUSTRIAL LAND: RM3.25 per sq m of part
thereof throughout Penang.

EBUSINESSES: RM3.25 per sq m (urban areas)
. and RM2.80 per sq m (rural areas); minimum

# payment of between RM280 and RM325 for land
. areas less than 100sq m or 1,076sq ft.

BAGRICULTURAL LAND: Between RM15 and
RM120 per hectare or part thereof, depending

on the type of crop grown.

BLIVESTOCK FARMING: /ncrease of between
RM250 and RM750 per hectare or part thereof,
.l depending on the type.

.., MVILLAGE HOUSES: RM50 per lot

e ‘ .- MDURIAN PLANTATIONS: RM800 per hectare or

B8 part thereof.

— =

o . . MSPECIAL RATE: Golf courses RMZ2,500 per
hectare or part thereof; quarries RM3.25 per sq m;

federal government land under the Federal Land
Commissioner’s holding 54sen per sq m; nominal rate of
RM50 per lot for mosques, non-Islamic places of worship and

cemetery land.

taxes between Jan 1 and Dec
31, 2026.

“This waiver, amounting to
about RM25 million, is intend-
ed to encourage landowners to
settle their outstanding dues.

“Next is the 50% discount
on land conversion premi-
ums from agricultural use to
residential use (for individual
housing only, subject to plan-
ning guidelines).

“This incentive, available
throughout 2026, aims to
help agricultural landowners

in designated development
zones convert their lots where
farming activities have ceased
and houses have already been
built,” he said.

Chow said this will also help
landowners enhance the value
of their property and private
residences.

“The third incentive is the
attractive rewards and lucky
draws for quit rent and strata
parcel taxpayers who pay on-
line via the PG Land applica-
tion,” he said.

Chow stressed with the
revised rates in place from
2026, the state government
expects a significant boost in
revenue.

“This will strengthen our
capacity to provide more finan-
cial incentives and long-term
cost-of-living support for the
people of Penang,” he said.

The increase in quit rent fol-
lows the state government's
move to redraw 10 town
boundaries and gazette 25
densely built areas as town-
ships instead of villages or ru-
ral areas.

The 10 expanded townships
are Bayan Lepas, Balik Pulau,
Batu Ferringhi, Tanjung Bun-
gah, George Town, Bukit Mer-
tajam, Sungai Bakap, Nibong
Tebal, Kepala Batas and But-
terworth.

The 25 newly created town-
ships are Bayan Baru, Batu
Maung, Sungai Ara, Pulau Si-
likon, Bukit Jambul, Puncak
Penara, Perdana Mutiara,
Pinang Emas, Bayu Emas,
Lembah Perai, Alma, Bukit
Minyak, Bukit Tengah, Bandar
Perda, Seberang Jaya, Jawi,
Bandar Cassia, Simpang Am-
pat, Bandar Tasek Mutiara,
Sungai Dua, Teluk Air Tawar,
Bertam, Tasek Gelugor, Pokok
Sena and Ara Kuda.

Westin Residences sets "towering' record

THE newly launched Westin
Residences Penang has officially
become the tallest residential
building in northern Malaysia,
standing at an impressive 69
storeys and equipped with earth-
quake-resistant provisions for
enhanced safety.

The landmark development
was officially unveiled on Sept
24 by the Raja Muda of Per-
lis Tuanku Syed Faizuddin Putra
Jamalullail, who also serves as
the chairman of Westfield Global
Sdn Bhd, during a ceremony at
the project’s sales gallery along

Gurney Drive.

He was accompanied by the
Raja Puan Muda of Perlis Tu-
anku Lailatul Shahreen Akashah
Khalil.

The launch was also attended
by Marriott International vice-
president of Hotel Development,
Asia Pacific, Andree Susilo,
Westfield Global Sdn Bhd man-
aging director Datuk Yeoh Yih Se-
an and Westfield Global Sdn Bhd
directors Datuk Loh Kian Chong,
Datuk Lim Kean Seng and Datuk
Yaep Chin Yee.

In a statement issued during

His Royal Highrgis
Sirals
=
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the event, Yeoh said the project
builds upon the success of West-
field's earlier collaborations with
Marriott International, including
the Penang Marriott Hotel and
Marriott Residences.

(Fro left) Ssilo, Loh, Tuanku Syed Faiuddin, Yeoh,

He revealed that Westin Resi-
dences Penang has already
achieved a 75% take-up rate
since its soft launch, reflecting
robust market confidence.

“This encouraging response is

Lim and Yaep at the launch ceremony.

a clear testament to the growing
demand for branded residences
that offer not only an elevated
lifestyle but also the assurance
of services under a trusted glob-
al brand,” Yeoh said.
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was an evening of joy and togeth-
erness as children and families lit
up George Town.

At New World Park, the celebration
featured a variety of exciting activities,
including a lantern-making competi-
tion, a Chang'e impersonation contest,
traditional Malay kompang and Indian
tabla drumming, diabolo, Zumba, and
lively street dance performances.

These activities not only highlighted
Penang’s rich cultural diversity but also
gave participants the chance to show-
case their creativity, teamwork and en-
thusiasm.

The evening culminated in the much-
anticipated lantern procession, led by
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow, Tanjong
MP Lim Hui Ying, who is also the Depu-
ty Finance Minister, Komtar assembly-
man Teh Lai Heng and Pengkalan Kota
assemblyman Wong Yuee Harng, each
carrying a paper lantern.

Others who joined in were Chow’s
political secretary Lau Keng Ee, Pen-
ang Island City Council (MBPP) council-
lors Alan Lim Wei Lun and Benji Ang
Ming Quan, Padang Kota Service Cen-
tre director Ewe Chee Way, MPKK Ja-
lan Transfer/Argyll chairman Mak Tong
Lee, organising chairman Lim Bee Ho,
Toi Shan Ningyang Woi Kwan organis-
ing committee chairman and treasurer

THE recent Mid-Autumn Festival

BiAnY
Relfming

A multicultural performance
livening up the festival.

George Town._
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(Front row, from left) Ewe, Bee Ho, Chow, Hui Ying and Teh joining in the festive

lantern procession at New World Park.

Ng Kwan Fook, and PPB Properties
general manager Lim Chee Wai.

Along the procession route, there
was the beating of drums, followed by
a Chingay troupe, a young boy show-
casing his diabolo skills, a dragon
dance troupe, street dancing, and a
decorated vehicle, all adding to the fes-
tive spirit that filled the neighbourhood.

The procession stood as a clear
reminder of how Penang celebrates
cultural diversity with openness and in-
clusivity, reinforcing its reputation as a
model of harmonious multicultural liv-
ing in Malaysia.

Officiating the festival, Chow praised
the diversity of the attendees, saying

Children and their parents or guardians
enjoying the lantern parade.

the event was a reflection of the har-
mony and cultural richness that define
Penang and Malaysia.

A young girl getting her face painted for

the festive occasion.

[

“This celebration is not
just about enjoying mooncakes or wel-
coming the full moon. It is a time for
families, friends, and communities to
strengthen their ties and embrace the
spirit of togetherness that has always
been the foundation of our society,”
Chow said.

He further highlighted the festival’s
multicultural character, noting that
while the Mid-Autumn Festival is root-
ed in Chinese culture, it has become a
cherished occasion for Malaysians of
all backgrounds.

In his speech, Chow also touched
on Penang’'s participation in the
2025 World Expo in Osaka, Japan,
recently. He expressed pride in
showcasing the state’s unique cul-
tural heritage on the global stage,
including Nyonya culture and iconic
local food such as roti canai.

Chow and Lim, together with other
dignitaries, later proceeded to Arme-
nian Park to join the vibrant Pesta Tan-
glung Tanjong 2025.

Chow stressed that Penang’s devel-
opment must go beyond industry and
manufacturing, noting that culture and
tourism form the soul of the city. As
a Unesco World Heritage Site, George
Town carries the responsibility of safe-
guarding its heritage.

The park also featured a festive
display of 700 lanterns, which will be
illuminated nightly from 7pm to 7am
until Oct 21, offering the public ample
opportunities to enjoy the spectacle
and capture memorable moments.

Young women with beautiful
lanterns at Armenian Park.
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N.26 PADANG KOTA

N.09 BAGAN DALAM

OCTOBER 16—31,2025 B

YB Dato' Dr. Mohamad Abdul Hamid
mohdhamid@penang.gov.my

YAB Chow Kon Yeow T) 04 - 226 0218
howkon W nan v.m F) 04 - 226 0218
N.37 BATU MAUNG

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

m 04 -226 2464
F) 04 -2618715

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Gooi Zi Sen

gooizisen@penang.gov.my

(T) 012 - 500 1571

N.16 PERAI
YB Dato’ Seri Sundarajoo A/L Somu
nlé.kadunperai@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 397 3600

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
nl2dunjawi@gmail.com

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.01 PENAGA

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Rashidi Bin Zinol
n21 hehpk@gmail.com

}B 04 - 593 2408

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari
tanjongbunga@bukitbendera.org

m 04 - 818 3866
F) 04 - 262 5952

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim

limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

}T; 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Wong Hon Wai
wonghonwail973@gmail.com

T) 04 - 826 1898
i

YB Kumor(l:m Krislgnon @ _ICoIvin EB 04-313 1002 YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah (T)
n mn mail.com

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
N.13 BERAPIT YB Bukhori Ghazali m
YB Heng Lee Lee ET{ 017 - 813 3509
berapifedappg.org 7)o cn 0000 N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
N.14 MACHANG BUBOK YB Mohd Sobri Salleh m
YB Lee Khai Loon T) 013 -399 0519

i _ N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Kllee/c@gmail.com .
kllee78@gmail.com EF; 04 - 551 1442 YB Muhammad Fauzi Yusoff )
N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung T) 04 - 507 5001 |
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my EF; 04 - 507 5001 ygoﬁgrf,ﬁc,ﬂ(oﬁg“ TAWAR U]
N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
YB Goh Choon Aik ET; 04 - 502 5818 N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
F) 04 - 506 2138 YB Izhar Shah Arif Shah m
N.23 AIR PUTIH
f N.11 PERMATANG PASIR

YB Lim Guan En T) 04 - 829 0614 : :
dapairp Uﬁh@;r%oil.com m YB Amir Hamzah Abdul Hashim M)
N.24 KEBUN BUNGA N.12 PENANTI
YB Lee Boon Hen (T) 011 - 2773 6684 YB Zulkefli Bakar m
leeboonheng24@gmail.com

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
N.25 PULAU TIKUS YB Abidin Ismail m
YB Woo Sze Zeng (H) 016 - 417 2548
joshuawoosz@gmail.com N.39 PULAU BETONG
véz\ZvPEN%KALAI—'r KOTA 104 - 299 2574 YB Mohamad Shukor Zakariah )]

ong Yuee Harng -

pengkalankota@dappg.org EF{ N.40 TELOK BAHANG

YB Muhamad Kasim m

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtar@dappg.org

ET; 016 - 270 6808
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Fahmi Zainol

fahmizainol@penang.gov.my

}B 04 -293 7545

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
ngahteon nan vV.m

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

N.02 BERTAM
YB Datuk Seri Reezal Merican Naina
Merican

dsrmpusatkhidmat@gmail.com

04 -293 7546
g

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Tan Hooi Peng
n32seridelim: mail.com

EB 04 - 659 5611

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU
YB Phee Syn Tze

n07sungaipuyu@gmail.com

m 04-3137987
) 012 - 248 5938

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airitamdap@gmail.com

T) 016 - 421 9143
F) 04 -829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam
kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Chee Yeeh Keen
h hkeen@gmail.com

m 018-388 6317

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Dato’ Azrul Mahathir Aziz

ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976

Pertandingan Melukis Poster - 4/2025

FreN

PENANG CARE SOCIETY

NAMA No Tel/ No Faks

Hotline
T) 04-291 0123

DAP PENANG HQ
dappenang@dapmalaysia.org

T) 04 - 228 8482
F) 04 - 228 8514

PKR PENANG HQ

(T) 04-397 0115

= @ o R

o oo

. Penyertaan dibuka dari 1 Oktober 2025 hingga 31 Disember 2025,

Peserta mestilah berumur 13 tahun dan ke atas,

.. Bebas menggunakan sebarang jenis hahan mewarna.

. Saiz kertas lukisan adalah A3 (29,7 cm = 42 cm).

. Lukisan grafik dan adaptasi menggunakan kemputer adalah tidak dibenarkan,
. Lukisan dan idea adalah hasil ciptaan sendirl.

. Karya perlu bertemakan "Cuti-cuti 2025",

Diwajibkan untuk sertakan logo Penang2030 dan Buletin Mutiara dalam karya.

. Borang butiran peribadi peserta perlu ditampal di bahagian belakang karya,
. Penyertaan ahll keluarga terderat barisan penganjur adalah tidak sah,

. Hasil karya adalah hak milik penganjur.

. Sebarang pertanyaan, sila hubungi 05-650 5704/5258.

. Hantarkan semua penyartaan ke:

Pertandingan Melukis Poster &/2025
Tingkat 47 KOMTAR, 10503 Pulau Pinang.

5 = > o o
3 neradusa [ Ohe lise he U
MNama:
Kad Pengenalan:
Alamat:

No. Telefon : (Rumah)
(Bimbit)

Emel:

{Pastikan semua butiran diisi dengan lengkap dan jelas).
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SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAIPEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MBSP 2025
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
METE 05 - 289 7959 Kewarganegaraan
A Rahi 012 - 579 9600 . .
Zman kanim 1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut Penyelia 013 - 449 0366
& Seberang Perai Bahagian
Benson Neoh Kah Wei 012 - 402 0923 Selatan Kewarganegaraan
2. K. Velan Barat Daya 018 -394 4537
Bernard Cheen Goon 012 - 402 0923 .
ool (Pegawai Pembantu)
Chong Wei Hoong 012 - 484 9693 3. Joseph Tan Seberang Perai K. Pejabat BallljagllanP. 012 - 470 3880
(Pegawai Pembantu) Utara cwargancgaraan rulau finang,
Tingkat 44, KOMTAR
Dato’ Omar Haji Abdul 019 - 577 0800 4. K. Dasirani Seberang Perai 04 - 650 5105 012 -412 2375
hiamid (Pegawai Pembantu) Tengah
Datuk Mohd Noor 019 -4731172 5. N. Vasanthakumari Komtar 04 - 650 5105
ATee (Pembantu Tadbir)
Heng Yeh Shivan 016 -261 2460 Nota:
Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.
Lim Eng Nam 016- 411 4400 SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS [ | |
MBPP 2025 B T )
! 1
1
Linggeswaran a/l 013 - 419 9071 Nama Telefon ] E D ITO R I A I- !
Charmar i :
MBPP 04 - 259 2020 : Editors : :
Lim Chee Chien 012- 521 9894 Alan Lim Wei Lun 017 - 343 3995 : Ong Kok Hoay (English) :
! Tan Kean Ming (Chinese) !
Beniji Ang Ming Quan 012 - 423 3227 : G. Revatic (Tamil) 1
1
. q ~ ! 1
Mohamad Aisamuddin g ase s Chan Soon Aun 012- 4850728 : . Witters : . :
N ! M. Tanushalini, Edmund Lee, Muhamad Riadz Akmal 1
Dato’ Haji Abdul Razak Abdul 012 - 464 6277 ! and Kevin Vimal (English) |
Mﬁhorgod Suzuki 011-1119 4419 Rahman ! Eng Kok Wei, Foong Chee Yin, :
Ahma X . .
David Chen Wooi Teong 012 - 492 1114 : Wong Sook Shyan and Lee Jia Ying (Chinese) |
] J. Patmavathy (Tamil) 1
Ng Wai Leong 016 - 415 5494 Dr. Mohd Suhairi Arumugam 016 - 521 3369 ! !
Abdullah 1 Photographers : 1
- ] Law Suun Ting, Alissala Thian, |
Ng Yee Siang 010 - 562 2698 Haji Mohamed Yusoff 019-4138114 ! Ahmad Adil Muhamad, Darwina Mohd. Daud, '
Mohamed Noor !
! Noor Siti Nabilah Noorazis, :
Hari Krishnan o/l Ramakrishnan | 010 - 505 5571 : Adleena Rahayu Ahmad Radzi, :
Ngoh Cheng Hai 017 - 979 0933 - _ Muhamad Amir Irsyad Omar, :
Koay Gaik Kee 016 - 447 5088 ! Siti Nuratikah Rahmat and Siew Chia En !
! 1
1 ! . .
Nur Aishah Zainol 019 - 407 6197 Lo Seng) e BN - At et : Graphic Designers : |
- 1 Idzham Ahmad ]
Lee Wei Seang 012 - 452 8305 ! Nasrul Amir Yahaya :
1
Ooi Yong Wooi 016-421 1196 %ozomod Khairani Abdul 019 - 594 4533 : Bagi sebarang maklum balas, sila hantar ke: :
UKor I ‘ . :
— ] Editor BULETIN MUTIARA, '
Ponnudurai o/ 012 - 423 3578 Mohd Roshidi Roslan 019 - 555 6607 ! Tingkat 47, Komtar, 10503 Penang !
1 1
V Anthony Srinvasagam ) ) . Telefon : 04-650 5468 ; Fax : 04-261 5923 !
i@ md KRl iisne Al Uz - sa20st ] Email: buletinmutiara.bpkn@gmail.com !
Predeeb Kumar a/ 016 - 498 5421 Nurhidayah Che Rose 010 - 388 7977 ettt *
Kalidass
Ooi Mei Mei 011-1443 8734
Teh Chuann Yien 010 - 4417749 Rohaizat Hamid 019 - 5100075
Shafiz Rahim Raja 012 - 426 8926 Jcr’ 6
Yeoh Kim Kim 012 - 428 6438
Shahul Haomeed M.K.Mohamed | 017 -473 0194 — i :
Ishack =31 www.buletinmutiara.com
Zainuddin Mohamed 012 - 479 4200 Tan Soo Sian 012 - 475 2453
g buletinmutiara | ChowKonYeow
Theng Jie Wey 016-4187108 .
Zulkifii Md. Yusop 016 - 4320789 chowkonyeow
Vickneson a/l Rajendran 016 - 489 6162
: B3 @chowkonyeow
Zulkiply Ishak 013 - 431 6161 Visvenathan a/l Tangavello 019 -488 1010

Zuraida Mohamad Arshad

019 -464 3674
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Country S first EV ambulance

E St John Ambulance of

I Malaysia (SJAM) Penang

annual parade was a mile-

stone event with the rolling out

of the country’s first electric ve-
hicle (EV) ambulance.

The event was officiated by
Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun Ramli
Ngah Talib.

The EV ambulance, fully spon-
sored by Yayasan Bumiputra Pu-
lau Pinang, was unveiled along-
side recognition of long-serving
members, award presentations
and demonstrations by special-
ised units during the parade.

SJAM Malaysia Commander-
in-Chief Datuk Lai See Ming de-
scribed the launch of Malaysia’s
first EV ambulance as a national
milestone for both Penang and
the country.

“Penang has made history
with the launch of Malaysia’s
first EV ambulance,” he said.

He also announced SJAM’s
ambulance service contract
with the Health Ministry has
been renewed for 10 key loca-
tions nationwide.

“In 2024 alone, our crew
responded to 20,764 cases,”
he said.

Lai added more than 200

automated external defibrilla-
tors (AEDs) have been installed
nationwide with donors' sup-
port, along with free CPR and
AED awareness programmes
across Malaysia.

He praised the leadership of
SJAM Penang State president
Datuk Seri Syed Mohamad
Syed Murtaza and SJAM Pen-
ang State commander Datuk

Seri Dr Yee Thiam Sun.

“Under their leadership,
SJAM Penang has continued to
shine at state and national lev-
els,” he said.

Syed Mohamad said the EV
ambulance reflects both tech-
nological advancement and en-
vironmental responsibility.

“This first EV ambulance not
only advances technology in

emergency services but also
demonstrates our commitment
to environmental sustainabil-
ity,” he said.

He congratulated Tun Ramli
on his appointment as State
Patron of SJAM Penang and
on receiving the Darjah Se-
tia Utama award, expressing
confidence that his leadership
would raise SJAM Penang to

greater excellence.

Yee said the EV ambulance
was not only a new addition to
the fleet but also a step forward
in sustainability in line with the
United Nations Sustainable De-
velopment Goals.

He also highlighted the work
of specialised units such as
the Cycle Response Unit and
Radio Signal Unit, as well as
SJAM Penang’s CPR and AED
awareness programmes, which
are offered free to the public.

Yee noted that 13 Penang
cadets received the prestigious
Grand Prior Badge this year and
that Penang retained its cham-
pionship title at the 2025 Na-
tional Day Parade.

The annual parade also hon-
oured long-serving members,
including Tan Hai Keat, who
was recognhised for 50 years
of service, Aliena Cheah (45
years) and Koay Seng Kie for
35 years.

Also present were Tun Ram-
li's consort, Toh Puan Raja
Noora Ashikin Raja Abdullah,
state Youth, Sports and Health
Committee chairman Daniel
Gooi, and Air Itam assembly-
man Joseph Ng.

Putting the brakes on abandoned vehicles

PENANG made history on Sept
20 as the first state in Malay-
sia to roll out a community-
scale initiative to tackle the
growing problem of abandoned
vehicles in high-rise housing
schemes, through the launch
of the “Skim Strata Bebas
Kenderaan Usang”.

The programme, held at Flat
Turnkey Sri Pinang, was jointly
officiated by Transport Minister
Anthony Loke and state Local
Government, Town and Country
Planning Committee chairman
Jason H'ng Mooi Lye.

Also present were Human
Resources Minister and Bukit
Mertajam MP Steven Sim
Chee Keong, and Penang Is-
land City Council (MBPP) may-
or Datuk A. Rajendran.

Loke commended Penang
for its proactive approach in
handling a long-standing ur-
ban issue.

“l wish to record my highest
appreciation to the Penang gov-
ernment and MBPP for taking
a proactive step in tackling the
issue of abandoned vehicles in

strata housing areas,” he said in
his speech during the launching
ceremony.

“This programme is a shin-
ing example of cooperation
between state government,
local authorities, ministries,
and private stakeholders, and
it should be emulated nation-
wide,” Loke added.

He said abandoned vehicles
in high-rise schemes not only cre-
ate an eyesore but also lead to
pressing issues.

“They take up limited park-
ing spaces and create tension
among  residents, become
breeding grounds for Aedes mos-
quitoes and rats, and even risk
being misused for criminal activi-
ties if left neglected,” he said.

He also noted the legal and
financial hurdles faced by local
councils in disposing of such
vehicles.

“Without a proper mecha
nism, local authorities are con-
strained by legal procedures,
costs and time in disposing of
these vehicles,” he said.

To address this, the Transport

Ministry has introduced the e
Deregistration (e-Dereg) system,
a digital platform that enables ve-
hicle owners to voluntarily dereg-
ister and scrap their vehicles in a
fast, legal and transparent way.

“The process takes less
than five minutes, and owners
do not need to be physically
present at the Road Transport
Department (JPJ).

“Once deregistered, the re-
cord is legally cancelled in JPJ's
system,” Loke said.

He added that through collabo-
ration with licensed Authorised
Automotive Treatment Facilities
(AATF), the scrapping process is
safe and environmentally friendly.

Praising Penang for spear-
heading the effort, Loke said
the collaboration with Car Medic
(an AATF licensed by the Depart-
ment of Environment) has simpli-
fied the entire process.

“l am proud that Penang has
become the pioneer in carrying
out this programme on a com-
munity scale, especially in strata
areas. Vehicle owners will no lon-
ger face bureaucratic hurdles or

hidden costs,” he said.

He called on joint manage-
ment bodies (JMBs), manage-
ment committees (MCs), and
residents to spread the word
widely.

“Take this as an opportu-
nity to clean up your housing
areas and make them more
comfortable, organised, and
safe. The Transport Ministry
remains committed to sup-
porting this effort and is ready
to help other states adopt the
same approach,” he added.

Meanwhile, H'ng also com-
mended MBPP for initiating the
meaningful programme.

“This is a new initiative that

aligns with the state govern-
ment’'s efforts to improve the
quality of life for residents in
strata housing,” he said.

“This is not a minor issue.
Abandoned vehicles spoil the
image of the neighbourhood,
pose safety risks, reduce park-
ing spaces, and become breed-
ing grounds for mosquitoes and
pests,” he said.

He stressed that Penang was
among the first states to intro-
duce an integrated solution for
this problem.

“I hope all JMBs and MCs
here today will embrace this ini-
tiative and share the information
with your residents," he said.
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for Bukit Mertajam Hospital

when it was recoghised as
the Most Sustainable Hospital
at the Hospital Management
Asia (HMA) Awards 2025.

The award was presented
during the 24th HMA Confer-
ence in Ho Chi Minh City, Viet-
nam, on Sept 10 and 11.

The hospital earned the ac-
colade for its outstanding ener-
gy-saving measures, which saw
an 11% reduction in energy con-
sumption in 2024.

Last year, the hospital con-
sumed 4,085,570 kWh of en-
ergy, down by 496,580.33 kWh
compared to previous years.

This reduction was equiva-
lent to planting 3,791 trees
and cutting 344.63 tonnes of
carbon emissions, while also
generating cost savings of
RM252,759.39 in 2024.

Human Resources Minister
Steven Sim, who visited Bukit
Mertajam Hospital on Sept 14,
commended the achievement
while highlighting ongoing im-
provements at the facility.

“There are three objectives
for my visit today. First, | came
to inspect the development of
the CT scan machine, which
has been in operation since
last year.

“This effort was finalised

IT was a feather in the cap

when | was still at the Finance
Ministry in 2023,” Sim said.

The CT scan machine, worth
RM5 million, has served over
6,500 patients in the past year.

“Previously, patients had to
be transferred to Seberang Ja-
ya Hospital or Penang Hospital
for such a procedure.

“This took up manpower, as
medical staff had to accom-
pany patients during transfers.
Now, with the CT scan machine
available here, treatment and
diagnosis can be done faster,
without wasting precious time.

“Every second and minute
counts in medical care.

“This also eases the burden
on patients, especially those
with severe injuries or limited
mobility,” he added.

Sim also officiated the
hospital’'s  upgraded toilets,
which were improved with a
RM200,000 contribution from
his office.

“Toilets in hospitals must be
clean, hygienic, and of good qual-
ity. | am glad to see the allocation
being put to good use,” he said.

Earlier, Sim was welcomed by
Bukit Mertajam Hospital direc-

Bukit Mertajam Hospital
wins Asia award\ '

[

Sim (centre) proudly showing the award received by the hospital. Joining him are Prashant (third from

left) and other hospital staff.

tor Dr Prashant Subramaniam
and other hospital staff.
Separately, he also revealed
that plans were underway to up-
grade Bukit Mertajam Hospital to
better serve the growing health-
care needs of the community.
Sim, who is also Bukit Merta-
jam MP, said discussions were
ongoing between the state gov-
ernment, the Health Ministry
and the hospital management
to address long-standing con-
cerns such as insufficient park-
ing, congested patient waiting

areas and aging infrastructure.

“As part of the effort, the
state government has agreed
to allocate the abandoned Bukit
Mertajam Rest House land for
the hospital’s expansion.

“The site, which is located
near the existing hospital, will
allow for a new building with ex-
tended wings and blocks,” Sim
told reporters during a press
conference at the hospital on
the same day of the event.

Currently, Bukit Mertajam
Hospital has more than 200

beds. With the proposed de-
velopment, the capacity is ex-
pected to double, offering bet-
ter facilities and services to
residents.

“I will be meeting Health Min-
ister Datuk Seri Dr Dzulkefly
Ahmad soon to further discuss
this proposal.

"l will also appeal to him to
expedite the process so that
the people of Bukit Mertajam
and the surrounding areas can
enjoy improved healthcare fa-
cilities without delay,” he said.

THE Penang Skills Develop-
ment Centre (PSDC) is now Fu-
tureTech Academy.

This rebranding targets turn-
ing PSDC into a future-focused
institution aimed at strength-
ening Penang’s long-term com-
petitiveness in high-value indus-
tries and supporting Malaysia’s
semiconductor ambitions.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow officiated the launch of Fu-
tureTech Academy.

“I am very proud and amazed
to witness this transformation
of PSDC, which has become
an important engineering skills
training institution not only for
Penang but also for Malaysia,”
Chow said at the event.

He described the rebrand-
ing as timely and necessary to
meet the demands of a fast
changing global economy.

“In line with new technologj-
cal needs, PSDC also has to
provide courses in these high-
tech fields.

“The management has tak-
en a bold decision to rebrand
PSDC into FutureTech Academy

PSDC IS now FutureTeCh Academy

\__
Chow of officiating the launch of the academy,

accompanied by Solomon (right), Hari on‘Chow's

right)[and|Brownlie (in the background) i

powered by PSDC to reflect a
new emphasis on future tech-
nologies,” he said.

Chow also linked the initiative
to national strategies, noting
that it would contribute towards
the government’s plan to train
60,000 engineers under the
National Semiconductor Strat-
egy (NSS).

“This is a very good transi-
tion to support the country’s
industrial strategy and the Na-
tional Semiconductor Strategy. |

hope this effort will help Malay-
sia produce many more skilled
professionals in this high-value
sector,” he said.

He highlighted PSDC’s strong
foundation of having trained
more than 257,000 partici-
pants through 13,000 pro-
grammes in the past 34 years.

“The FutureTech Academy
will now build on this legacy,”
Chow said, adding that the next
generation of people would ben-
efit from this initiative.

Chow said the success of
such initiatives depends not on-
ly on government and industry
support, but also on the active
involvement of youth.

“Through consistent dialogue
with our youth, we can shape a
smarter and stronger future for
Penang,” he said.

He also called on industry
stakeholders to continue work-
ing with the state in nurturing a
robust talent ecosystem.

“Your support is critical. We
need your continuous partner-
ship to keep building this talent
ecosystem, to guide our youth,
and to ensure Penang stays
ahead in a very competitive
global market,” he said.

On a wider economic out
look, Chow noted that Malaysia
remains in a relatively competi-
tive position despite global tariff
headwinds.

He said potential investment
diversions to Penang would
heighten the need for skilled

manpower.

“That is why we must make
sure our talent pool is ready to
take up the high-value jobs that
will soon be offered,” he said.

PSDC Management Council
chairman Datuk Solomon Lor-
thu said the rebranding of PSDC
is aimed at catering to the grow-
ing demand of the industry.

“The FutureTech Academy is
more than a rebranding exer-
cise. It is a reinvention and a re-
newed promise to our students,
industry members, university
partners, and the nation,” he
said.

Solomon added the academy
would play an integral role in na-
tional development and remain a
trusted partner to the industry.

Also present at the launch
were PSDC chief executive of-
ficer Dr Hari Narayanan, PSDC
Management Council deputy
chairman Glen Brownlie and PS-
DC Management Council vice-
chairman Dr Matin Ng.
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R swimmers Regina
theong Xuan Yun and Lou-
is Chin Teng Aun, the next
target is the 2026 Finswimming
World Championships in South
Korea next June.

This comes following Re-
gina’'s historic double gold at
the 2025 CMAS World Cup
Finswimming Indoor in Kaohsi-
ung, Taiwan, and Louis’ silver
and a bronze medal at the same
championships.

The meet from Sept 12 to 14
saw Malaysia finishing third be-
hind Taiwan and Thailand.

Malaysia fielded 32 partici-
pants, with 10 (including Regina
and Louis) from Penang, while a
total of 12 countries took part.

Regina, a 20year-old psychol-
ogy freshman at HELP University,
struck gold in the 200m immer-
sion and followed it up with an-
other in the 200m immersion.

What made her achievement
remarkable was that she only
switched to finswimming in June
2023, yet won gold while com-
peting in the 200m immersion
for the first time (2:15.89) and
the 100m immersion for only
the second time (52.14).

“l find this sport very inter-
esting and see a lot of opportu-
nities in it, so | decided to try
it while continuing to support
swimming,” Regina said.

“When | raced the 200m at

tye on world

the World Cup, | was much more
nervous, especially at the turn.
It was my first time competing in
the event.”

Her biggest hurdle, however,
was recurring back pain that pre-
dated her finswimming journey.

“When | started, | didn’t
know how to condition my an-
kles, knees and hips. The fin
is very heavy, and injuries are
common. | have a small body
size, so | had to strengthen
my joints to avoid getting
hurt. | trained very hard and
endured ankle pain, but the
effort — two hours of intense
training daily from Monday to
Friday — paid off.”

Louis, who is pursuing an elec-
tronic engineering degree at INTI
International College Penang,
described immersion as a highly
technical event that requires bal-
ance to achieve top speed under-
water with an oxygen tank.

“The two medals | won are
very special because they
came from events | had nev-
er competed in before.

“Leading up to the
race, | wasn't nervous
because | trusted what
| did during training. |
practised a lot of turns
and finishes until | could
replicate the results con-

sistently. That gave me a sense
of calmness rather than nerves
during competition,” Louis said.
In preparing for the World
Cup, Louis trained at the Relau
public pool after classes, clock-
ing in from 4pm to 6pm before
other swimmers arrived.
Besides risk of injuries from
the heawvy fins, another chal-
lenge was the mental pressure
of representing Malaysia.
“Carrying the flag comes with
expectations. At times it got to
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me, but | tried to make training
as lighthearted as possible,”
he said.

At the World Cup, Louis
managed to finish second in
the 200 immersion (1:31.99),
third in the 100m immersion
(38.66), fifth in the 200m sur-
face (1:35.99) and seventh in
the 100m surface (41.19).

With nine months to prepare
for the World Championships in

Penang Finswimming Asso-
ciation (PFA) president Thor Al
Wayne said the association was
proud of Regina and Louis’ out-
standing achievements.

“Regina’s dedication, re-
silience, and commitment to
excellence have made her a
true champion, and we are
proud to see her lift the Ma-
laysian flag high on the inter-
national stage.

land|Regina dlsplaylng theyawon atithel

South Korea, he is determined
to raise the bar.

“Equally, we celebrate
Louis, who showcased re-
markable strength and skill,
winning silver in the 200m
immersion and bronze in the
100m immersion. His perfor-
mance reflects not only his
perseverance but also the ris-
ing standard of finswimming
talent from Penang,” Wayne
said, adding that there are
more than 80 finswimmers in
the state squad.

He added that the achieve-
ments of Regina and Louis will
serve as an inspiration for more
youths to take up finswimming.

Also present at the in-
terview were Angeline
Cheong, the assistant
team manager for the
World Cup, PFA secre-
tary Lieu Zi Wei and
PFA treasurer Low
Chai Fang.
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Robomania draws record

A TOTAL of 616 students
from 158 schools across 11
states, including Kuala Lum-
pur, took part in Robomania
2025, marking the highest
participation in the event's
seven-year history.

This milestone reflects the
competition’s growing influence
in education and its role in pro-
moting STEM nationwide.

What began with line-follow-
ing, obstacle avoidance, and
innovation challenges has since
expanded to include the Foot-
ball Cup (robot football) and
Trial League, evolving into a na-
tionwide platform that inspires
students to explore Science,
Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics (STEM).

In a statement, Tech Dome
Penang, the organiser, said
since the introduction of the “ro-
bot football” concept last year,
Robomania has successfully
combined Malaysia's most pop-
ular sport with robotics — bring-

ing new levels of excitement,
teamwork, and strategy to the
competition.

With this innovation, Robo-
mania has grown from a lo-
cal event into a national-level
competition, attracting wider
participation.  Furthermore,
with the launch of the “My-
Sains” initiative by the Min-
istry of Science, Technology,

State Trial League (Primary)

participation

and Innovation (MOSTI), Ro-
bomania was recognised last
year as one of the nation’s
key STEM events.

After a series of preliminary
and state-level rounds, the Ro-
bomania 2025 National Grand
Finale concluded successfully,
with schools from across Ma-
laysia showcasing creativity and
excellence in robot football.

B SK Permatang Damar Laut (Team 2)

B SK Bandar Tasek Mutiara
B SK Seri Penanti (Team 2)

B SK Mohd Shah

State Level (Secondary)

B SMS Kepala Batas

B SMK Guar Perahu (Team 2)
B SMK Permatang Rawa

B SMK Penanti

National Grand Finale

B Champion: Teruntum Warriors (SK Teruntum, Pahang)

B 2nd Place: Wanyi Stinger (SK Seri Besout, Perak)

B 3rd Place: Smatkem Revo (SMA Telok Kemang, Negeri Sembilan)
M 4th Place: Luxbot A (SMK Lepas Utara, Pahang)

BOOST FOR TUNA INDUSTRY
PENANG has taken a significant
step forward in the tuna industry
with the signing of a Memoran-
dum of Agreement (MoA) between
Asia Ocean Resources Sdn Bhd
(AORSB) and Penang Port Sdn Bhd (PPSB). The ceremony, held at
the Butterworth Deep Water Wharves (BDWW), Dermaga Dalam re-
cently, positions Penang Port as a key hub in the region. The signing
was witnessed by Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow, Deputy Prime Min-
ister Datuk Seri Dr Ahmad Zahid Hamidi and State Agrotechnology,
Food Security, and Cooperative Development Committee chairman,
Fahmi Zainol. AORSB was represented by its director Simon Pua,
while PPSB was represented by MMC Port Holdings Berhad’s chief
executive officer Datuk Azman Shah Mohd Yusof.

FPENANGRORT

fr"” A Member of .._;1 MMGC Group

GREEN SUMMIT TO DRIVE SUSTAINABILITY

PENANG is on track with its green agenda, aiming to remain resilient
and competitive while highlighting the urgency and opportunities of
the energy transition. Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow said this during
the second press conference on the Penang Green Summit 2025
(PGS 2025) at Komtar recently. The summit was previously launched
in June. Chow said the global dialogue on climate and energy has
intensified recently, underscoring the accelerating pace of change.
“This year's theme, ‘Moving Towards Sustainable Energy’, reflects
the growing recognition that energy transition is now a critical foun-
dation for economic resilience, supply chain security, and a thriving
low-carbon future,” Chow added. PGS 2025 will be held from Oct 31
to Nov 1 at the Penang Waterfront Convention Centre.
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