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AST Aug 1 was a momentous
leay for Penang when the state of-

icially unveiled its Penang Resil-
ience Strategy (PRS) - Malaysia’s first
state-level resilience strategy.

It's a landmark initiative that seeks
to futureproof the state through inclu-
sive, data-driven and sustainable poli-
cies aimed at enhancing its capacity
to withstand present and future chal-
lenges.

The launch was officiated by Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow, who de-
scribed the PRS as a “declaration of
intent” and a testament to the state’s
commitment to proactive governance
in an era of increasing uncertainty.

“Today’s event is more than just the
unveiling of a document; it is a collec-
tive commitment to futureproof our be-
loved state against the uncertainties
and disruptions of an ever-changing
world.

“The PRS is people-first, data-in-
formed and action-oriented, guiding
Penang’s transformation into a resil-
ient, adaptive and inclusive state,”
Chow said in his speech.

The initiative is the result of several
years of collaborative work involving lo-
cal authorities, government agencies,
civil society groups, academia, the pri-
vate sector and international partners.

Chow paid tribute to the many con-
tributors who played key roles in the
strategy’s development, and also
acknowledged state Infrastructure,
Transport and Digital Committee chair-
man Zairil Khir Johari, whose leader-
ship helped connect Penang to the
global Resilient Cities Network.

He also thanked Penang Island City
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Council (MBPP) mayor Datuk A. Ra-
jendran, Seberang Perai City Council
(MBSP) mayor Datuk Baderul Amin
Abdul Hamid for embedding resilience
in local governance, as well as R-Cit-
ies Board Member and Kuala Lumpur
mayor Datuk Seri Dr. Maimunah Mohd
Sharif, along with the R-Cities team,
for global insights that shaped the
strategy.

Chow also acknowledged the voices
of thousands of Penangites whose
participation helped shape the PRS
through community engagement ses-
sions.

“This strategy is not just a policy
document; it is a living strategy that
reflects our shared values and aspi-
rations.

“Resilience is not only technical,
but it is deeply human,” he said.

PLEDGE FOR A RESILIENT PENANG
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Chow with Zairil (second row, fifth from nght), Maimunah (second row, third from right), Rajendran (second row, second from left),
Micron (Singapore & Malaysia) corporate vice-president, Assembly and Test Nand Operations Amarjit Singh Sandhu (second row, fifth
from left) and other guests and delegates after the launch.

Amid growing climate disruptions,
urban pressures and social challeng-
es, Chow stressed the importance of
embedding resilience in all levels of
planning and action, from infrastruc-
ture and land use to education and
community-building.

“Resilience means more than re-
covery.

“It means designing systems that
anticipate, absorb and evolve, wheth-
er in response to climate challenges,
economic shifts, public health threats
or social inequalities,” he added.

Aligned with the Penang2030 vi-
sion, the PRS also supports the Pen-
ang Green Agenda, the Penang Island
Climate Action Plan and other existing
frameworks.

To further encourage active partici-
pation, the state also launched the

Pledge for a Resilient Penang, a call
to action for individuals and organisa-
tions to take ownership of resilience
initiatives in their respective sectors.

“Whether you are a business invest-
ing in green infrastructure, a teacher
instilling resilience values in young
minds, or a community group advocat-
ing for safer neighbourhoods, your role
matters.

“Resilience is not built in isolation
— it is forged in partnership, solidarity
and collective will,” Chow said.

PLANMalaysia (the state Town and
Country Planning Department) will
spearhead the implementation of the
PRS.

The department will coordinate
planning, budgeting and execution
while ensuring alignment with broader
development goals.
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A JOINT state-federal initiative
called SkyWorld will see over
30,000 homes being made
available on the mainland un-
der the “Rumah Bakat Madani”
programme, expanding housing
opportunities for Penangites.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who attended the ground-
breaking ceremony of SkyWorld
Pearlmont on July 19, ex
pressed his appreciation to the
federal government for introduc-
ing the initiative.

It was also attended by
Prime Minister Datuk Seri An-
war lbrahim.

Chow noted that the Prime
Minister’s presence reflects the
federal government’s strong
commitment to  Penang’s
growth and a housing agenda
that prioritises inclusivity, sus-
tainability and public well-being.

“It is hoped that the develop-
er and contractors will complete
the project promptly, comply
with all regulations, and deliver
the units to buyers in a timely
manner.

“Hopefully, the launch of
the Rumah Bakat Madani pro-
gramme will mark a milestone
as an initiative that offers sus-
tainable and affordable housing
projects,” Chow said.

SkyWorld Pearlmont is the
first project under the Rumah
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ENANG stands as a
Pbeacon of the Malaysia
Madani spirit — where
multicultural harmony, mutual
respect and shared progress
shape the path forward.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow underscored that this en-
during unity is the true strength
of Penangites, forming the
foundation that continues to
propel the state in line with the
Penang2030 vision.

“This year carries special
meaning as Penang has the
honour of hosting two major
national-level events,” Chow
said at the launch of the
state-level National Month cel-
ebration and the “Fly the Jalur
Gemilang” campaign at Kom-
pleks Masyarakat Penyayang
on Aug 1.

The first was the National
Unity Week celebration, held
from July 17-19 at Batu Kawan
Stadium.

The second will be the na-
tional-level Malaysia Day cel-
ebration on Sept 16, an event

Housing boost for Penang

Bakat Madani housing scheme,
an initiative designed to sup-
port the B40 and M40 income
groups.

It is located on a 34-acre site
in Seberang Jaya, at Jalan To-
dak, opposite the Penang Bird
Park.

It is a joint effort between
PDC Properties and SkyWorld
Development Berhad.

Anwar said through these
developments, he aims to pro-
vide the best for the people of
Seberang Jaya and Penang as
awhole.

“I hope this housing project
will accommodate residents of
all races, as we aspire to build
a diverse and inclusive com-
munity,” Anwar said, while also
commending the Penang gow-
ernment for its efficiency.

Housing and Local Govern-
ment Minister Nga Kor Ming
said SkyWorld Development
Bhd has been tasked with build-
ing a total of 37,368 residential
units, including 6,368 units in
Seberang Jaya and 31,000
units in Batu Kawan under the
Rumah Bakat Madani initiative.

“The Rumah Bakat Madani
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housing projects offer full con-
dominium facilities at an afford-
able price. Each unit features a
built-up area of 900 sq ft, com-
prising three bedrooms and two
bathrooms.

“Residents will enjoy a range
of facilities, including swimming
pools, gymnasiums, sports are-
nas like badminton and pickle-
ball courts, multipurpose halls,

kindergarten, surau, conve-
nience stores, retail shops and
a children’s playground.

“Two standout features of
the development are Central
Park and a Vertical School,
which make the project unique-

ly community focused.
“Units will be priced be-
tween RM225,000 and

RM420,000, and with free-

hold status,” he added.

Among those who were
present were Deputy Chief
Minister | Prof Datuk Dr Moha-
mad Abdul Hamid, Bukit Tam-
bun assemblyman Goh Choon
Aik, SkyWorld Development
Berhad founder & executive
chairman Datuk Seri Ng Thien
Phing and chief executive offi-
cer Lee Chee Seng.

Penang lives lVialaysia
Viadani spirrtgs

Penang will proudly host.

Chow said the state govern-
ment embraces these duties
with deep commitment, open-
ness and a steadfast spirit to
ensure the success of these
historic events.

“I urge all Penangites to
come together and participate
actively — fostering an atmo-
sphere of unity, patriotism and
national pride,” he added.

As the nation enters this
meaningful month, Chow re-
flected on the symbolic power of
the Jalur Gemilang — a flag that
embodies sovereignty, dignity
and the legacy of independence.

“Raise the Jalur Gemilang
with pride and love for the
nation. Its colours reflect our
identity, the sacrifices of our
forefathers, and the indomita-
ble Malaysian spirit,” he said.

He called on Penangites to

display the flag on homes and
vehicles as an act of personal
patriotism.

“By flying it, we reignite the
spirit of love for the country
— a flame that must always
burn brightly within every Ma-

laysian.”
To mark the occasion, Chow
distributed Jalur Gemilang

flags to department chiefs,
symbolising the inclusive spirit
of the campaign.

Later, he flagged off the
Merdeka convoy — comprising
police, state Information De-
partment personnel and other
agencies.

The convoy proudly dis-
played the national flag, dis-
tributing mini Jalur Gemilang
to the public and infusing the
streets with festive patriotism.

Among those present were
Deputy Chief Minister | Prof

A wefie to remember for this group of public servants as they wave the

Jalur Gemilang.

Datuk Dr Mohamad Abdul Ha-
mid, Deputy Chief Minister I
Jagdeep Singh Deo, State Leg-
islative Assembly Speaker Da-
tuk Seri Law Choo Kiang and
Penang State Secretary Datuk

Zulkifli Long.

Others included state ex-

ecutive councillors, state as-
semblymen, Members of Par-
liament and various depart-
ment chiefs.
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HE federal government is
Tcommitted to strengthen-

ing Penang’s position as
a premier investment desti-
nation in the region, says In-
vestment, Trade and Industry
Minister (Miti) Tengku Zafrul
Tengku Abdul Aziz.

This pledge came as he
was conferred the Darjah Pan-
glima Pangkuan Negeri (DPPN)
award, which carries the title
Dato’ Seri, at an investiture
ceremony in conjunction with
the 84th birthday celebration
of Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun
Ramli Ngah Talib at Dewan Sri
Pinang on July 28.

“l thank the Yang di-Pertua
Negeri and the state govern-
ment for this honour.

“At Miti, we will continue to

do all we can to ensure Penang
remains a preferred destina-
tion for investors in the years
ahead,” Tengku Zafrul told re-
porters before the ceremony.

A seasoned financial expert,
Tengku Zafrul, 52, brings with
him more than two decades of
experience in banking and in-
vestment.

Before entering public ser-
vice, he held top positions in
several of Malaysia’s leading
financial institutions, includ-
ing serving as Group chief ex-
ecutive officer and executive
director of CIMB Group Hold-
ings Berhad.

He also held key roles at May-
bank Group, Citigroup Malaysia,
Kenanga Holdings Berhad and

Avenue Securities.

Notably, Tengku Zafrul co-
founded Tune Money Sdn Bhd,
Asia’s first online financial ser-
vices platform.

His contributions extend be-
yond the financial sector.

He has served as a member
of the APEC Business Advisory
Council, representing Malay-
sia’s private sector voice in
regional trade and investment
discussions.

He also served as a board
member of the National Sports
Council and a trustee of the Per-
dana Leadership Foundation,
and currently holds the honor-
ary title of Commander of the
Royal Malaysian Navy Volunteer
Reserve.

Honour for Ilfelong healer

FOR Dr Jeyashree Srinivasan,
58, the practice of medicine
has always transcended duty.

It has been a calling rooted in
compassion, purpose and an en-
during commitment to care.

Her decades-long dedication
to healing was formally honoured
on July 28 when she was con-
ferred the Darjah Setia Pangkuan
Negeri (DSPN), which carries the
title Dato’.

The award was presented dur-
ing the state investiture ceremo-
ny at Dewan Sri Pinang, marking
the 84th birthday of Yang di-Per-
tua Negeri Tun Ramli Ngah Talib.

Born and raised in India,
Jeyashree earned her MBBS
from Madurai Kamaraj University
in Tamil Nadu. Upon relocating
to Malaysia, she began serving
at a government hospital, where
her diligence and skill earned her
permanent residency after five
years of service.

Her journey continued in pri-
vate healthcare, first as medical
superintendent at Island Hospi-
tal for a decade, then as a senior
practitioner at Loh Guan Lye Spe-
cialist Centre for 14 years.

Though now taking a gentler
pace after more than 25 years
in the field, her devotion remains
undiminished.

Balancing family responsibili-
ties in recent years, she still pri-
oritised knowledge and growth
— completing diplomas in both
Geriatric Medicine and Family
Medicine to better serve evolving
community needs.

What truly sets Jeyashree

[ Jeyashree (seen here with
¢ her husband, S. Kannan)[has
served the community for'more
than 20 years.

apart is her quiet, steadfast work
beyond hospital walls.

“I have been involved in
community service for over 20
years,” she said humbly.

Since 1998, she has volun-
teered at the Mahindarama Bud-
dhist Temple’'s Amata Clinic, of-
fering free medical consultations
to those in need.

In 2005, she founded Mitta
for Life, a charity devoted to sup-
porting patients with chronic ill-
nesses, especially cancer.

Under her leadership, the
organisation blossomed —
hosting health talks, medical
camps, fundraising drives and
providing counselling servic-
es that bring hope to under-
served communities.

Her healing presence also
extends to the Sivasanta Clinic,

where she has volunteered for
close to a decade, and to Ra-
makrishna Ashrama’s Women’s
Committee, where she plays an
active role.

Her commitment has spanned
initiatives with MINDS Penang,
offering care to children with au-
tism and cerebral palsy, and ser-
vice to the elderly at Little Sisters
of the Poor.

Whether as doctor, mentor,
volunteer or friend, Jeyashree
has remained devoted to her
central mission: uplifting lives
with grace, dignity and unwaver-
ing compassion.

The DSPN award is not merely
a title — it's a recognition of a
life richly devoted to others.

And for Datuk Dr. Jeyashree
Srinivasan, her journey of healing
continues.

Zafrul’s business pledge

iTengku Zafrul belng con%erred the
Darjah F;gngllma Pangkuan Negeri

(DPPN) award by Ramli.
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Seasoned marathoner

now a Dato’

LIM Choo Hooi is a man who
wears many hats and has
made a mark as a community
figure whose contributions are
diverse.

Lim is an active lawyer, pas-
sionate marathon runner and
serves as a registrar of marriag-
es at the Penang Chinese Town
Hall (PCTH).

After many years of
selfless service and
tireless commitment,
Lim  was honoured
with the Darjah Se-
tia Pangkuan Negeri
(DSPN) award, which
carries the title Dato’.

The award
was conferred
in conjunction

Sports Club (PFSC) friends and
members, who came in droves
to congratulate him outside De-
wan Sri Pinang.

“l am extremely honoured and
grateful to the Penang govern-
ment for recognising my contri-
butions to the community.

"This award serves as a great
encouragement for me to con-

tinue giving back, and | hope
it inspires others to do the
same," said Lim, who is also

| PFSC chairman.
,}  Afamiliarface inPenang’s
running community, Lim is al-
so known for his involvement
in organising monthly run-

@ % ning clinics, particu-
larly the Tom Khoo

Run to promote a

with the 84th L ‘L /7 healthy lifestyle.
birthday cele- By & Beyond  his
bration of the || &= ' legal profession
Yang diPer |l @E and athletic pur-
tua Negeri 1. suits, Lim is also
of Penang, | \ a marriage reg-
Tun  Ramli LR | istrar at PCTH,
Ngah Talib. \\' R where he has
Follow- [ \\\A solemnised hun-
ing the in- % dreds of unions
vestiture ; over the years with
ceremony, warmth and dignity.
Lim was sur-
rounded by .
his fellow Pen Lim hopes the award

ang Forward R S

will inspire others to
serve the community.
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ORMER world No. 1 shut-
Ftler Datuk Lee Chong Wei

has been conferred one
of Penang’s highest state hon-
ours, the Darjah Gemilang Pang-
kuan Negeri (DGPN), which car-
ries the title “Dato' Seri.”

The Penang native received
the award from Yang di-Pertua
Negeri Tun Ramli Ngah Talib in a
grand investiture ceremony held
at Dewan Sri Pinang in conjunc-
tion with the state governor’'s
84th birthday celebration.

Moved by the recognition,
Lee expressed his gratitude
and said the honour serves as
a powerful reminder of the re-
sponsibility that comes with it.

“I received the Datukship in
2008, and now the Dato' Seri
this year.

“My heartfelt thanks to the
state government for this recog-
nition, as well as to Yang di-Per-
tua Negri Tun Ramli Ngah Talib.

Chow greeting Lee outside Dewan Sri Pinang. With them is
Penang State Speaker Dato' Seri Law Choo Kiang.

“This recoghition is not just an
honour but a call to continue gjv
ing back to the community in ways
that are meaningful and beneficial
for all,” Lee said when met by re-
porters at Dewan Sri Pinang.

Lee, who held the world No.1
ranking for a total of 349 weeks,
an astonishing 199 of them con-
secutively from August 2008 to

June 2012, remains one of the
most revered athletes Malaysia
has ever produced.

A threetime Olympic silver
medalist, Lee retired from pro-
fessional badminton in 2019
following medical advice to
avoid high-intensity training after
his recovery from cancer.

Now, with renewed purpose,

he hopes to contribute to the
sport that shaped his life.

“Badminton gave me every-
thing. It is time for me to give
back, especially to the young
talents and to my beloved Pen-
ang,” he said.

Meanwhile, the Penang Bad-
minton Association (PBA), under
which Lee began his career, ex-
tended its heartfelt congratula-
tions to the Bukit Mertajam-born
athlete, describing the honour
as a testament to his decades
of excellence and dedication to
badminton.

PBA president Dato' Kah
Kau Kiak said the association
was proud to see one of its
own receiving such a distin-
guished accolade.

“Even after rising to interna-
tional fame, Lee has always ac-
knowledged PBA'’s role in shap-
ing his early career,” Kah said.

“His sense of gratitude and
continued support for grassroots
development in Penang are deep-

ly inspiring and set a powerful ex-
ample for future generations.”

Lee, who is also the official
ambassador for PBA’s 100th
anniversary celebration,  will
play a central role in the upcom-
ing centennial event on Nov 22
at the Setia SPICE Arena.

As part of the celebration, Lee
will contribute a personal exhibi-
tion featuring his Olympic medals,
trophies, and rackets — many of
which will be displayed to the pub-
lic for the first time.

“This rare collection will offer
fans a glimpse into his journey
and legacy, and will be among
the most anticipated highlights
of the event,” Kah added.

Lee was among 1,530 in-
dividuals recognised for their
contributions to the state in this
year’s honours list.

From his towering achieve-
ments on the court to his ongo-
ing legacy off it, Lee proves that
greatness lies not only in win-
ning but in giving back.

=

Fook Sun (fourth from left) sharing his joy WIth his brothers and Bukit Tambun assemblyman Goh
Choon Aik (third from right) after the award ceremony.

From builder to Dato’

IT was a proud day for Asas Du-
nia Berhad (ADB) managing di-
rector Chan Fook Sun, 51, who
was bestowed a Datukship in
recognition of his contributions
to housing development and so-
cial work.

Fook Sun, together with his
brothers, including Dato' Seri
Jerry Chan, former president of
the Real Estate and Housing De-
velopers’ Association (Rehda)
Penang, has guided the compa-
ny to great heights since it was
founded by their late father, Tony
Chan, in 1982.

Since its incorporation, the
company has completed over
24,000 units of mixed-develop-
ment projects, comprising resi-
dential, commercial, and indus-
trial buildings.

Additionally, ADB has deliv-
ered approximately 7,600 units
of low-cost housing across vari-
ous locations such as Sungai

Bakap, Simpang Ampat, Tasek,
Jawi, Nibong Tebal, Machang
Bubok, Juru, and Permatang
Tinggi in Seberang Perai, as well
as Bukit Jambul on the island.

“I'm grateful to the state for
this award in recognition of our
family’s contribution to hous-
ing development and the social
work that we've undertaken.

“I'm deeply humbled, and |
share this honour with my broth-
ers for the great work they have
put in,” said Fook Sun.

He was also instrumental in
ADB's donation of eight acres of
land, valued at RM17.5 million,
for the construction of SMJK
Jit Sin I, SPS (Jit Sin SPS), in
2010.

The school
opened in 2019.

In addition to the land dona-

was officially

tion, ADB has contributed ap-
proximately RM2 million to Jit
Sin SPS since 2017.

These contributions have
supported the upgrading of
school facilities and amenities,
as well as the construction of a
new school entrance arch.

“My father was very support-
ive of education. As a tribute to
him, the Jit Sin school hall was
named after him,” Fook Sun said
after receiving the award from
Yang di-Pertua Negri Tun Ramli
Ngah Talib on July 30, which co-
incidentally marked the third an-
niversary of Tony’s passing.

Over the years, ADB has
been active in corporate social
responsibility (CSR) initiatives,
making annual donations to var-
ious charitable organisations,
schools, and sports clubs.

Youth aotlwst gets PJM award

FOR more than ..
a decade, Hay- .
driaan Dass has g{
done more than
just champion |-
football; he has .
championed lives.

The 39year-old
sports enthusiast |
was recently con-
ferred the Pingat
Jasa Masyarakat
(PJM) in conjunction with the
84th birthday celebration of Yang
diPertua Negeri Tun Ramli Ngah
Talib.

The prestigious state honour
was presented during the inves-
titure ceremony at Dewan Sri
Pinang on July 28, in recognition
of his selfless efforts to empow-
er youth through sports.

Haydriaan (pix), who is vice-
president of the Northeast Dis-
trict Youth Council, has long be-
lieved in the power of sport as a
force for good.

His journey began in 2003
when he co-founded the Gelugor
Football Club (GFC), a grassroots
team, with a heartfelt mission:
to give sidelined youth a second
shot at the game they love, and
more importantly, a shot at life.

“Football became the bridge,”
Haydriaan shared in an exclusive
interview with Buletin Mutiara.

“Many of these boys had

nowhere to go, no
proper channel to ex-
— press themselves.

~ “GFC gave them
a family, a sense
of belonging. That
was all they needed
to start believing in
| themselves again,”
he added.

What began as
a football club has
since evolved into a movement,
nurturing not only athletes but
responsible citizens.

Haydriaan’s role in community
development goes beyond the
pitch.

He is also actively involved
with the Hindu Youth Organisa-
tion (HYO) Gelugor, and plays a
key part in organising the Bard-
han Cup, an annual football tour-
nament under the Malaysian In-
dian Football Association (MIFA)
aimed at uncovering and groom-
ing young Indian talents.

Though deeply honoured by
the state recognition, Haydriaan
remains grounded.

“This award is not just for me.
It is for every volunteer, every
player, every parent who believed
in what we were trying to build.

“I will continue doing my part
for Penang’s youth. Sports saved
me, and | want it to save others,
t00,” he said.



Award for unsung 3D heroes

GROUP of workers from

Ahe often-overlooked 3D

ector (Dirty, Dangerous,

and Difficult), were moved to

tears as their years of dedicat-

ed service were formally recog-
nised by the state recently.

Nine workers from both the
Penang Island City Council (MB-
PP) and the Seberang Perai City
Council (MBSP) were bestowed
state honours at the fourth and
final day of the investiture cer-
emony held in conjunction with
the 84th birthday celebration of
the Yang diPertua Negeri Tun
Ramli Ngah Talib.

The honours are a powerful
acknowledgement of their long-
standing commitment to keep-
ing Penang clean and safe.

Among the recipients were
six workers from MBPP, and they
were Omar Shariff Abdul Salam,

K. Nirmal, Mohamad Firdaus
Mohamad Noor, Mohyuddin
Abdul Kadir Jailani, Mohamad

Yusoff Abdul Aziz, and Bazlan
Osman, while three from MBSP
were Khairul Nizam Muhamad
Rosli, Saidil Omar Awang and
Zulkifli Yahaya.

Present to witness the occa-
sion were Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow, State Speaker Datuk
Seri Law Choo Kiang and other
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Chow with state Local Government, Town and Country Planning Committee chairman H'ng Mooi Lye
(sixth from right), State Secretary Dato’ Zulkifli Long (fifth from right), MBPP mayor Dato' A.
Rajendran (fourth from right) and MBSP mayor Dato' Baderul Amin Abdul Hamid spending some
time

dignitaries.

Their presence underscored
the state government’s unwav-
ering commitment to recog-
nising the contributions of 3D
workers, individuals who play a
crucial role in maintaining public
hygiene, safety and order.

One of the recipients, Omar,
55, received the Pingat Jasa Ke-
baktian (PJK).

Having served for 26 years
as a General Service Assistant
(H1) in MBPP’'s 3D unit, he
shared his heartfelt apprecia-
tion after receiving the honour.

“l am very grateful to receive
the PJK award from Tun Ramli
and the state government. This
means a lot after all these years.

“One of my most memo-
rable moments was being de-

PKT for melody king

IT was fitting that local music
sensation Dhilip Varman was
a recipient of state honours
recently for his contributions
to the local music industry.

He has never fancied titles
or additional weight to lift him
in the industry, as all he has
ever wanted is to sing his
heart out and create a last-
ing impact for listeners who
enjoy melodies.

Dhilip was conferred the
Pingkat Kelakuan Terpuji (PKT)
medal in conjunction with
the 84th birthday celebra-

tion of Yang di-Pertua Neg- Q -

eri Tun Ramli Ngah Talib.

He also had a special
thanks for state Housing
and Environment Committee
chairman, Datuk Seri Sunda-
rajoo Somu, who played a piv-
otal role in Dhilip being con-
ferred the PKT medal.

“This g :
honour, |
believe,
is to rec-
ognise
my music
contribu-
tion to
the coun-
try,

Speaking to  Buletin %
Mutiara after receiving
the medal, Dhilip 4
thanked Tun Ramli
and the Penang
government for
the recognition.

Dhilip (seen here
with his wife,

Prem Lalitha) is
proud of the state
medal.

and | am thankful for this,”
Dhilip said.

Dhilip debuted in 2002
when he was offered a chance
to sing in an album called
“Rogkwave Naveenam”, and
the song’s title is “Iru Kangal
Pesum”.

Subsequently, he started
working with notable direc-
tors in the Tamil industry in
Malaysia, and sang several
songs that became hits, in-
cluding “Uyirai Tholaithen”,

“Meendum Meendum”, “Ka-
navellam Neethaney” and
many others.

Throughout his 20-year

journey in the music industry,
Dhilip has bagged numerous
awards.

Among the most recent
ones were the Swami Vive-
kananthan Award 2025 and
the Parambaraiya Kalaika-
lacharam Viruthu 2025.

In 2023, he won the Popu-
lar Music Composer of 2023
at the Astro Ulagam Award
ceremony.

ployed for post-flood recovery
missions outside Penang. It is
an experience | will never for-
get,” he told reporters.

Omar previously received the
Pingat Jasa Masyarakat (PJM)
some 15 years ago.

For Mohamad Firdaus, 32,
the honour came as an unex-
pected but welcome surprise.

“l have only been serving un-

NEWS™“E

der MBPP’s Urban Services De-
partment for seven years, so |
didn’t think | would be selected.

“This is a blessing, an ac-
knowledgement not just for me
but for all of us working in the
3D sector,” he said.

Similarly, Nirmal, 41, who
has spent 21 years as a Gen-
eral Service Assistant (Grade
H1), described the moment as
one of great pride.

“This is my first time receiv-
ing the PJM. | am happy to be
recognised.

“Today’s ceremony also cel-
ebrated people like us working
behind the scenes.

“That is something | am
proud of as a member of MB-
PP,” Nirmal said.

To date, 75 3D workers serve
under MBPP and 136 under MB-
SP, all of whom have been receiv-
ing a monthly special allowance
of RM150 since 2011, later in-
creased to RM200 in 2013.

The continuing tradition of
honouring 3D workers at the
state level sends a clear mes-
sage — Penang values the tire-
less efforts of these frontline
individuals, recognising them as
vital pillars in ensuring the sus-
tainability and well-being of the
community.

Gooi (right) giving the thumbs-up as he poses with the children

with disabilities.

MEANINGFUL CLIMB:

Iconic Hill in Paya Terubong
came alive on July 20 as 60
children with movement dis-
abilities, accompanied by
nearly 600 volunteers, took
part in the Climb to Change
a Life 3.0 programme, an
inspiring initiative aimed at
empowerment, inclusion
and shared humanity. Upon
reaching the hilltop, partici-

pants engaged in a series of

interactive games designed
to foster joyful connections.
Now in its third edition, the
programme is spearheaded
by the Hui Yin Seh Associa-
tion. The event was attended
by Penang Youth, Sports and
Health Committee chairman
Daniel Gooi Zi Sen and Sun-
gai Puyu assemblyman Phee
Syn Tze.
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N.26 PADANG KOTA N.09 BAGAN DALAM N.01 PENAGA )
oW KON Yeow = umaran Krisnnan aivin =
YAB Chow Kon Y T) 04 - 226 0218 YB K Krishnan @ Calvi T) 04 - 313 1002 YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah (M
WKON W nan v.m = jal mn maill m
howk F) 04 - 226 0218 I 0 il F
N.13 BERAPIT yéog "k'# N c?hTUN?GAL U]
N.37 BATU MAUNG = ukhor Ghazali
Y& Dato’ Dr. Mohamad Abdul Hamid m 04- 626 1442 poHeng oo lee SB e o
mohdhamid@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 626 1442 rapi I - N.04 PﬁléngAITOArgG"BERANGAN
YB M i
Jt DI0) WA B e BUBOK T) 013 - 399 0519 il o
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo T) 04 - 226 2464 €e Knhai Loon -
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my H 04-2618715 kllee78@gmail.com EF{ 04 - 551 1442 \'(‘B"f,\ﬁﬂgﬁﬁg'o?é’ éouzi Yusoff m
?é'é“”‘.ﬂ' TEN(L;AH T) 04 - 507 5001
N.15 PADANG LALANG >00i Hsiao-Leung - N.06 TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Gooi Zi@Sen (T) 012- 500 1571 gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my EF; 04 - 507 5001 YB Azmi Alang M
gooizisen@penang.gov.my
N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
N.16 PERAI YB Goh Choon Aik EB 81 - g%% 2513:13 % N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YI;SéDkng' Seri Suné:ioroj?o A/L Somu (T) 04 - 397 3600 _ U EreASrelnA Sl m
L D gmail. I
Lo e szﬁmA 'c'%SSTn'Eng (T) 04 - 829 0614 N.11 PERMATANG PASIR =~
N9 JAWI SlerEioiinGem cilcams YB Amir Hamzah Abdul Hashim M)
YB H'ng Mooi Lye T) 04 - 594 1163
S ; N.24 KEBUN BUNGA N.12 PENANTI
j amail. = /
nlPdunjowi@gmail.com H Dn-gpasles YElecBoonteng (T)011-2773 6684 | | YB Zulkefii Bakar m
eeboonneng gmail.com
N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
NGAI A( N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
VB RashicliBin Zinol }H 04 - 593 2408 N.25 PULAU TIKUS YB Abidin Ismail m
o mai.com YB hWooSze Ze@ng . (H) 016 - 417 2548
Josnuawoosz@gmail.com
N.22 TANJONG BUNGA N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Zairil Khir Johari T) 04 - 818 3866 N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA YB Mohamad Shukor Zakariah m
tanjongbunga@bukitbendera.org F) 04 - 262 5952 YB Wong Yuee Harng ET% 04 - 299 2574
pengkalankota@dappg.org F N.40 TELOK BAHANG
N.30 SUNGAI PINANG YB Muhamad Kasim (M)
YB Lim Siew Khim }T; 04 - 657 6630 N.28 KOMTAR
limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 658 6630 g b
[BTeh LaiHong (1 948 255%eede NAMA No Tel/ No Faks
omiqr appg.org =
N.34 PAYA TERUBONG -
YB Wong Hon Wai , m 04 - 826 1898 N.31 BATU LANCANG PENANG CARE SOCIETY g{)%gr}e 1 618
wonghonwail973@gmail.com F YB Onhgf Ah Teong EB 81 _ %28 1112]2
n n nan: V.m =
N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK DAP PENANG HQ T) 04 - 228 8482
YB Fahmi Zainol }T; 04 -293 7545 N.32 SERI DELIMA dappenang@dapmalaysia.org [F; 04-2288514
fohmlzcunol@genong.gov.mz F) 04 - 293 7546 YB Tan Hooi Peng ET{ 04 - 659 5611
G e e ey (T, F PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-397 0115
N.02 BERTAM
\&eﬁgé%k Seri Reezal Merican Naina hT:; $‘é3f AIR EﬁMS B o6 4ol 9143
; ; oseph Ng Soon Siang -
mmpusatkhidmat@amall.com airifamdap@gmail.com EF; 04-829 9143
N.07 SUNGAI PUYU N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Phee Syn Tze T) 04 - 313 7987 YB K AJLA _
n07sUngaipLyu@gmai.com P e e vy IF) 04 668 106
N.08 BAGAN JERMAL N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
_ YB Dato’ Azrul Mahathir Aziz T) 04 - 649 3976
YgEgC@h} eﬁeng)EgeehnK@egerr;g” com m 018-388 6317 ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com EF{ 04 - 649 3976

Pertandingan Melukis Poster - 3/2025 l Hadiah:
Pertama: RM700
Kedua: RM500
Ketiga: RM300

5P @mﬁﬁ @PENANG

Berumur 13 tahun dan ke atas. Tarikh peraduan: 1 Julai - 30 Sept 2025

. Peraduan dibuka dari 1 Julal hingga 30 Sept 2025,

. Bebas menggunakan sebarang jenis bahan mewarna.
. Saiz kertas lukisan adalah A3 (29.7 cm x 42 cm).
. Lukisan grafik dan adaptasi menggunakan komputer adalah tidak dibenarkan. Kad Fenganalan:

. Lukisan dan idea adalah hasil ciptaan sendiri.

Nama:

Alamat:
. Karya perlu bertemakan ‘Barisan Hadapan Benteng Negara'.
Diwajibkan untuk sertakan loge Penang2030 dan Buletin Mutiara dalam karya.

8. Borang butiran peribadi peserta perlu ditampal di bahagian belakang karya.

9, Penyertaan ahli keluarga terdekat barisan penganjur adalah tidak sah, No. Telefon: {Rumah}
10. Hasil karya adalah hak milik penganjur. {Eilﬂhit}
1. Sebarang pertanyaan, sila hubungi D4-5505704 f 5705,

12. Alamatkan semua borang penyertaan ke: Emel:
Pertandingan Melukis Poster - 3/2025,

Tingkat 47 KOMTAR, 10303 Polau Pinang. (Pastikan semua butiran diisi dengan lengkap).
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SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAIPEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MBSP 2025
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
METE 05 - 289 7959 Kewarganegaraan
A Rahi 012 - 579 9600 . .
Zman kanim 1. Yeap Choon Keong Timur Laut Penyelia 013 - 449 0366
& Seberang Perai Bahagian
Benson Neoh Kah Wei 012 - 402 0923 Selatan Kewarganegaraan
2. K. Velan Barat Daya 018 -394 4537
Bernard Cheen Goon 012 - 402 0923 .
ool (Pegawai Pembantu)
Chong Wei Hoong 012 - 484 9693 3. Joseph Tan Seberang Perai K. Pejabat BallljagllanP. 012 - 470 3880
(Pegawai Pembantu) Utara cwargancgaraan rulau finang,
Tingkat 44, KOMTAR
Dato’ Omar Haji Abdul 019 - 577 0800 4. K. Dasirani Seberang Perai 04 - 650 5105 012 -412 2375
hiamid (Pegawai Pembantu) Tengah
Datuk Mohd Noor 019 -4731172 5. N. Vasanthakumari Komtar 04 - 650 5105
ATee (Pembantu Tadbir)
Heng Yeh Shivan 016 -261 2460 Nota:
Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.
Lim Eng Nam 016- 411 4400 SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS [ | |
MBPP 2025 B T )
! 1
1
Linggeswaran a/l 013 - 419 9071 Nama Telefon ] E D ITO R I A I- !
Charmar i :
MBPP 04 - 259 2020 : Editors : :
Lim Chee Chien 012- 521 9894 Alan Lim Wei Lun 017 - 343 3995 : Ong Kok Hoay (English) :
! Tan Kean Ming (Chinese) !
Beniji Ang Ming Quan 012 - 423 3227 : G. Revatic (Tamil) 1
1
. q ~ ! 1
Mohamad Aisamuddin g ase s Chan Soon Aun 012- 4850728 : . Witters : . :
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HE Penang Water Supply
TCorporann (PBAPP) has

reaffirmed its dedication to
public safety and the protection
of vital water infrastructure.

The state’s water authority
is now strengthening its auxil-
iary police force — especially
around popular recreational ar-
eas such as dams and reser-
Vvoirs in Penang,

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, officiating the launch of
the Auxiliary Police Hub near
the Air Itam Dam, paid tribute
to these officers as “unsung he-
roes” whose quiet contributions
play a crucial role in maintaining
public order and safeguarding
Penang’s water assets.

He acknowledged Penang’s
open dam policy, which per-
mits recreational access, and
stressed the importance of bal-
ancing public accessibility with
robust security measures.

“Although these dams were
not originally designed for lei-
sure, Penang is a compact
state where every inch of space
holds value. Locations like Bukit
Dumbar, Teluk Bahang and

Mengkuang dams attract many
visitors for exercise and recre-
ation. We welcome that,” Chow
added.

“But | urge everyone to re-
main vigilant and avoid activities
that could compromise public
safety or the integrity of our wa-
ter supply.”

The Air Itam Dam has now
been designated as a central
training ground for PBAPP’s aux-
iliary police force, which current-
ly comprises 183 officers.

An additional 34 positions
have recently been approved,
further expanding the team’s
capabilities.

“This expansion will not only
strengthen enforcement but
also enhance public engage-
ment around safety protocols at
these sites,” Chow said.

He expressed confidence
in the ongoing partnership be-
tween PBAPP and the Royal
Malaysia Police (PDRM), saying
the cooperation promotes op-
erational excellence, mutual re-
spect and stronger community
trust.

PBAPP chief executive of-

Chow and Pathmanathan (right)
visiting the newly set up auxiliary
police force;base near Air Itam Da_m_..

Cape i

ficer Datuk K Pathmanathan

welcomed the opening of the
Auxiliary Police Hub as a major
step towards securing Penang’s
water infrastructure.

“The hub is housed in a re-
purposed bungalow complex —
formerly home to the Air Itam
Training Centre under the Pen-
ang Water Services Academy
(PWSA) - adjacent to the dam.
All classroom training has since
been relocated to PBAPP’s Rifle

Range One-Stop Operations

Centre,” he said.

He added the refurbishment
was completed with a modest
budget of RM80,000, under-
scoring PBAPP’s commitment
to cost-effective development.

Pathmanathan also praised
the auxiliary police force for its
indispensable role in safeguard-
ing PBAPP’s facilities and ensur-
ing the wellbeing of the public.

Acting Penang police chief

DCP Datuk Mohd Alwi Zainal Abi-
din echoed this sentiment and
hoped for continued collabora-
tion between PDRM and PBAPP
in the shared interest of public
welfare and state security.

He described the new hub as a
catalyst for excellence — support-
ing the growth of a more skilled,
professional auxiliary police unit.

Also in attendance was PBAPP’s
Human Resources Division head,
Mohd Zulkifli Abd Hamid.

Karate champ proves patience and
perseverance pay off

AT just 26, Penang’'s national
karate kumite athlete, Muham-
mad Arif Afifuddin Ab Malik, has
shown that with determination
and patience, greatness can be
achieved — even in the face of
adversity.

In an exclusive interview with
Buletin Mutiara recently, Arif
shared how his journey began
with his father’'s encouragement.

His elder siblings first ven-
tured into the sport and quickly
displayed talent and success —
setting a powerful example that
inspired him to follow suit.

“Alhamdulillah, my patience
eventually paid off,” Arif said.

“| faced many hurdles, es
pecially injuries that struck just
before major tournaments. But
with perseverance, | overcame
them.”

His  unwavering  commit
ment brought him his crowning
achievement when he clinched
the gold medal at the 2023

Asian Games in Hangzhou, Chi- |

na — a moment he described
as both proud and deeply

“My father always reminded
me that sweetness awaits at
the end of every struggle and de-
feat,” he said.

Even now, Arif's
resolve remains
unshaken.

Following sur- %
gery for a torn
anterior  cruciate
ligament (ACL),
he is un- &
dergomg .
physio- /
thera- |

emotional.

py and rehabilitation, firmly fo-
cused on defending his title at
the 2026 Asian Games in Aichi-
Nagoya, Japan.

“God willing, 1 aim to return
stronger within the next six
months,” he declared with con-

viction.

Adding to his accolades, Arif
was recently honoured as Pen-
ang Sportsman of the Year
. 2023/2024, re-
: “w ceiving a trophy
!!t i and RM4,000 in
= /4§ cash from Penang
\ Youth, Sports and
4 Health Committee
chairman Daniel

Gooi Zi Sen.
Reflecting on the
award, Arif said:
. “lIt's a  powerful
source of motiva-
tion that drives
@ me to reach even greater
heights on the interna-
tional stage.”

Arif with the Penang
Sportsman of the Year
2023/2024 trophy
and certificate.

MBPP launches senior citizens
empowerment programme

THE Penang Island
City Council (MBPP)#
has launched a tar- . f
geted initiative to help
senior citizens from
underprivileged back-
grounds remain active
and supplement their
retirement income
through parttime em-
ployment.

Named the Senior Citizens
Empowerment Programme, the
effort is designed for elderly in-
dividuals who are still healthy
and energetic—giving them the
opportunity to stay engaged, pro-
ductive and socially connected
to their communities.

Mayor Datuk A. Rajendran
(pix) said the programme encour-
ages ongoing social interaction
while fostering a sense of pur-
pose and value among senior
citizens.

He added this initiative is in line
with the World Health Organisa
tion's AgeFriendly Cities frame-
work, specifically Domain 6: Civic
Participation and Employment.

“Parttime employment will
be offered to individuals aged

;60 and above who
are physically able
to carry out tasks
such as maintaining
public toilets, caring

}* for community parks,
_+ " cleaning MBPP of
-= fices and facilities,
and other duties
based on operational
needs,” he said when contacted
by Buletin Mutiara recently.

Interested senior citizens can
apply through MBPP’s Develop-
ment Planning Department.

Applications will be forwarded
to the Human Resources De-
partment, where interviews will
be arranged.

Successful candidates will un-
dergo a medical check-up before
formal appointment.

To date, six senior citizens
have joined the programme and
reported for duty on July 15 un-
der the Development Planning
Department.

“This programme will gradually
expand to ensure continued well-
being and active participation of
senior citizens in Penang,” Rajen-
dran added.
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rich natural heritage, cultur-

al diversity and ecological
importance of Penang Hill at
the Penang Hill Festival 2025.

Against the backdrop of
sweeping views and colonial-era
charm, the Penang Hill Festival
2025 officially launched one of
its marquee events, Music on the
Hill: East Meets West, on July 20.

The event, now in its sixth edi
tion, continues to celebrate Pen-
ang Hill, which was designated
a part of the Unesco Biosphere
Reserve on Sept 15, 2021.

State Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee chairman
Wong Hon Wai, in his speech,
highlighted the festival's grow-
ing importance as a platform for
learning, reflection and environ-
mental stewardship.

“It gives me great pleasure to
be here with you on this beautiful
evening atop Penang Hill, a place
that gently reminds us to pause,
reflect and reconnect with the
richness of our environment.

“Each year, through careful
curation and heartfelt collabo-
ration, the festival brings new
experiences and opportunities
to share knowledge about this
treasured biosphere reserve,”
he said in his speech during the
event’s closing ceremony.

Wong noted that Penang Hill
Festival has grown far beyond a
tourism event, becoming a mean-
ingful celebration of heritage,
ecology, and community, a fes-

IT was a celebration of the

“EAST MEF_
SEE THE umnnfg‘iﬁ s,

~WEST"

A —

o

tival that touches both the mind
and the heart.

Among this year's key high-
lights was the first-ever public
screening of “Rising Above:

Penang Hill’s Revival” — a doc-
umentary chronicling the hill’s
dramatic recovery from the
2017 landslides.

‘Thls young performer &Em

& hasjthelcrowd|infawe (g'ﬁ'l]f@ talent!

“More than a historical ac-
count, the film stands as a tribute
to nature’s resilience, the unwav-
ering efforts of those who helped
restore the hill, and the enduring
spirit of the community.

“It is a reminder of the journey
Penang Hill has taken to become
the thriving site we cherish today.
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A story worth remembering,”
Wong said.

Another creative initiative un-
veiled this year is the Penang
Hill Festival 2025 Postcards
Project, a collaboration be-
tween Penang Hill Corporation
(PHC), Tourism Malaysia North-
ern Region and ATEC College’s

School of New Media Design.

The postcards feature artistic
depictions of the hill’s flora and
fauna, the iconic funicular railway
and its rich cultural heritage.

“Driven by the passion of the
PHC team and the continuous
support of our community, the
festival keeps raising the bar with
programmes that ignite curios-
ity and spark deeper conversa-
tions,” Wong said.

Wong also emphasised that
the festival aligns with Pen-
ang’s tourism objectives under
the Penang2030 Vision - pro-
moting sustainable and experi-
ence-rich travel.

As academicians, environmen-
talists and community leaders
gathered atop the hill, the festival
continued its tradition of serving
as a “living classroom”, inspiring
visitors of all ages to appreciate
nature and cultural heritage in
new and meaningful ways.

Also present were Air Itam
assemblyman Joseph Ng Soon
Siang and PHC general manager
Datuk Cheok Lay Leng.
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NE harrowing moment
ome 10 years ago
changed everything for

Sharie Cheah.

She watched in disbelief as
an elderly woman used her um-
brella to force a mother cat and
four helpless kittens out of a cof-
fee shop in Island Glades. The
sight pierced her heart.

Unable to walk away, Sharie,
then 54, gently placed the feline
family in a box and sought help.

She found a shelter in Balik
Pulau and donated toward their
care.

That single act of compas-
sion marked the beginning of her
life’s calling.

“It was very cruel of the wom-
an — the kittens could barely
move,” she recalled.

Now 64, Sharie has rescued
hundreds of stray cats and lov-
ingly adopted 10 into her Bukit
Gelugor home, which she shares
with her husband, Shahril Cheah,
a senior manager at Penang Hill
Corporation, their two children,
and grandchildren.

Her journey began shortly
after opting for early retirement
from her post as assistant man-
ager at Penang Development

' companylof her. beloved pets.
i g

Corporation (PDC).

What began as a gesture
of kindness blossomed into
a mission.

“Spaying is key,” Sharie said.

“Female cats need about a
week to recover, while males
take only three days.”

But every rescue comes with
emotional weight.

Many cats never return to the
streets — not because of attach-
ment alone — but because dan-
ger lurks outside.

“Wild dogs could kill them,”
she said.

Instead, Sharie connects with
a dedicated community of rescu-
ers via Facebook, helping place
cats in safe, loving homes.

Yet the cost of compassion
is steep. She estimates that
half her monthly pension goes
towards food, medication and
neutering.

Every day, she feeds about 30

Sharie| beaming with|happiness as sh
touches one of her cats’onithe sofa,
while another perchgggontentedly
on top: Her joy is unmlstakable inithe

Fu

cats and ensures their space is
clean to avoid attracting pests.

Spaying costs can run up
to RM230 for females and
RM4180 for males, but several
veterinary clinics offer dis-
counted charity rates, which
she deeply appreciates.

Some cases have tested her
resolve. A stray with a concus-
sion needed treatment costing
RM2,000. “I've had to walk away
sometimes ... and | cried when |
got home,” she said.

In February 2023, a bleeding
cat with a protruding organ melt-
ed her heart.

Diagnosed with cancer, the
cat, later named Syifa, meaning
“healing”, underwent RM2,000
surgery. An NGO helped cover
RM1,600.

For three months, Sharie
cared for Syifa, hand-feeding her
during the final month when she
could no longer eat on her own.

“l thought she was resting,
eyes still open. But she was
gone,” Sharie said quietly.

Recently, she rescued anoth-
er cat with severe mouth injuries,
requiring RM400 for surgery.

Thankfully, a friend stepped in
and adopted it.

To maintain trust, she always in-
sists donors transfer funds directly
to veterinary clinics.

Adoption, too, is a serious
process. Screenings include
household member checks and
allergy disclosures.

“If someone asks for all the
kittens, we say no. One cat is
enough for a home,” Sharie said,
mindful of unethical motives like
selling cats to snake breeders.

“Cats are not toys. If you can’t
care, spay, and vaccinate, don’t
adopt.”

Sharie celebrates the exis-
tence of shelters in Perlis and
Hulu Langat, the latter now

accepting strays if they are
vaccinated and spayed.

She passionately supports
Trap-Neuter-Release (TNR)
programmes.

“The city council or veteri-
nary department should build
a shelter for cats like MBPP
did for stray dogs,” she said.
“Why not have a rescue unit?
Every county in the US has
one. If we care, we can bud-
get for it.”

Quoting Mahatma Gandhi,
she added, “The greatness of
a nation and its moral prog-
ress can be judged by the way
its animals are treated.”

She believes cats offer
healing, especially for the
elderly or incarcerated, and
hopes their therapeutic value
gains wider recognition.

Though her home has
reached capacity, she is
content caring for her feline
companions — Foxy, Prince,
Hazel, Hana, Nini, Petra,
Tammy, Shiro, and Samson -
as they continue to purr their
way into her heart.

TWO prominent Indian trade or-
ganisations have come out in
support of the state’s decision
to regulate the participation of
outstation traders in Indian fes-
tive trade fairs here.

At a press conference on July
22, the Malaysian Indian Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry
(MICCI) Penang branch voiced its
support to the announcement by
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
during a press conference on
July 21.

Chow, in his press cobfer-
ence, noted, as part of existing
state policy, permits are not
issued to outstation traders
for organising Indian fairs, fes-

Thumbs up for move to regulate outstation traders

Parthiban (flfth from left) with MICCI Penang members holdmg a
banner in support of the state government’s move.

tivals or carnivals during peak
times to avoid disrupting local
Indian businesses.

He added traders from out-

side Penang are not banned, but
are only permitted to organise In-
dianrelated sales fairs between
April and June.

In response, Penang MICCI
chairman Datuk S. Parthiban
said the move was essential to
safeguard the livelihood of local
Indian traders, as many of them
count on festive occasions like
Deepavali sales to support their
yearly income.

“We are speaking on behalf of
traders in Little India as well as
those on the mainland. In these
challenging economic times, we be-
lieve this policy offers muchneeded
support to our local traders.

“We would like to express our
sincere gratitude to Chief Min-

ister Chow Kon Yeow for imple-
menting it,” he added.

Meanwhile, Malaysian Asso-
ciated Indian Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry president
(MAICCI) Datuk Seri N. Gobal-
akrishnan said the policy was
introduced more than five years
ago after the Penang MICCI
raised concerns that traders
from outside the state were af-
fecting the incomes of local busi-
nesses.

Gobalakrishnan added MAIC-
Cl opposes the participation of
foreign traders in such carnivals.
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