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HE Penang government is deter-
mined to grow the state’s role in

the global artificial intelligence
(Al) and semiconductor space.

“In this respect, the state will con-
tinue to work with investors and the fed-
eral government through Malaysian In-
vestment Developent Authority (Mida),”
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow said at
the grand launch of Advanced Micro De-
vices’ (AMD) new office at GBS (global

business services) By The Sea in Bayan

Lepas recently.

Chow said as AMD marks more than
five decades in Penang, this milestone
affirms the state’s position as a sustain-
able and thriving investment destination,
where companies not only set up opera-
tions but also grow and flourish.

“A few years ago, AMD came to In-
vestPenang to share their plans to ex-

pand, but they had trouble finding the |

right facility.

“That is when the state, through Pen-
ang Development Corporation (PDC),
stepped in to build GBS By The Sea, a
purpose-built 209,000-sgft space com-
plete with high-spec infrastructure, ready
for over 1,200 professionals.

“Over the years, AMD has continued to
grow, forming a joint venture with Tongfu
Microelectronics in 2016 and, in 2020,
launching an engineering division that
now boasts over 600 engineers driving
worldclass innovation in silicon design,
validation, and customer enablement.

“As global trends shift rapidly toward
frontier technologies such as Al, the
state government, via InvestPenang,
remains committed to supporting for-
ward-looking investors like AMD in these
transformative fields,” Chow said while
adding that AMD’s new home is part of
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(From Ieft) Slkh Shamsul Ibrahim, Loo, Chow, Keivan and Jaffri visiting the facility at the GBS.

Penang Silicon Design @5km-+ initiative.

Chow highlighted that the state is
working to grow the GBS sector in Pen-
ang, which is also a key source of high-
value jobs.

“This building (GBS by The Sea) was
built by PDC as an office space for GBS
services and was leased out to three
major tenants with AMD being the larg-
est. It has a lab designed to cater to
specifications needed.

“This is our collaboration with the in-
dustry to grow the GBS sector in Penang.

“In addition, we are planning to con-
struct another building nearby to provide
more space for GBS activities, and this
is how we want to promote this sector.
However, before investing hundreds of

millions in the project, we need to as-
sess the market response.

“GBS is also leveraging the E&E (elec-
trical and electronics) sector, and in fact
it is part of the ecosystem, with activities
closely related to the industry,” he said
during a press conference held after the
ceremony.

Chow added that the Penang Silicon
Design @5km+ initiative will offer a
comprehensive IC design ecosystem,
comprising three key projects: Penang
IC Design & Digital Park @Bayan Lepas,
Penang Chip Design Academy @PSDC,
and the Silicon Research and Incubation
Space.

Earlier in his speech, Chow reaffirmed
that the state government’s goal is to see

the first generation of “Made by Malaysia”
chips, designed, developed, and driven
from Penang, proudly take their place in
the global semiconductor market.

Also present at the event were
InvestPenang chief executive officer
Datuk Loo Lee Lian, Penang Develop-
ment Corporation (PDC) chief execu-
tive officer Datuk Aziz Bakar, Mida
chief executive officer Datuk Sikh
Shamsul lbrahim Sikh Abdul Majid,
AMD Global Operations & Quality se-
nior vice-president Keivan Keshvari,
AMD Penang site lead Khoo Chuang
Li and Collaborative Research in En-
gineering, Science and Technology
(CREST) chief executive officer Jaffri
Ibrahim.
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LOATING fortresses of
the sea, booming guns,
cultural performances

and competitions for chil-
dren and adults.

These were among some

of the main attractions for <3
some 40,000 people
as they witnessed .
the Asean Navies’
City Parade (ANCP) &F
which returned to %
George Town after
more than three de-
cades.

Organised in col-
laboration with the
Royal Malaysian Na-
vy (TLDM), the event
at Padang Kota Lama was the
highlight of the recent Hari
Buletin 4.0.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said the event not only
strengthened regional ties but
also gave the public an oppor-
tunity to witness the capabili-
ties of Asean naval forces up
close.

“Earlier, before our main
event set sail, we were treat-
ed to a series of lively stage
performances by naval teams
from Thailand, Myanmar, Viet-
nam, Indonesia, Brunei, Singa-
pore and the Philippines.

“l believe that, in addition
to the special tours of all 10
warships berthed here, this
programme is perfect for the
whole family to enjoy. In the
spirit of our Penang2030 Vi-
sion, Hari Buletin has truly be-
come a gathering that brings
people from all walks of life to-
gether,” he said in his speech
during the closing ceremony.

The parade, last held in
George Town in 1990 during
the International Fleet Re-
view, was revived this year as
part of the fourth edition of
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Colouring contest winners (ages 7-12) with (from left) BTMKN computer technician Ezani
Romli, Penang Anti-Drugs Agency prevention education officer Shahrizan Ladode, Department
of Veterinary Services (Penang) assistant veterinary officer Nurul I1zza Khairol Azmi and State
Communications Division director and Chief Minister's press secretary Yap Lee Ying.
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tricks as these navy men beat the drums in an upside down position.

Hari Buletin.

Naval demonstrations, si-
lent drills, marching bands
and maritime exhibitions
were among the highlights of

This fire-blowing
demonstration by
navy personnel
draws gasps.from
the crowd.

the event.
Chow also praised the col-
laboration between the In-
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for successfully staging the
event, which he described as
an extraordinary experience
for the public.

“This twin-track programme
has not only boosted commu-
nity participation but also giv-

{ en visitors a rare chance to wit-
| ness naval assets and equip-

ment up close,” he added.
Chow further expressed

his appreciation to the Royal

Malaysian Navy, participating
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He also congratulated con-
test winners, including five lucky
draw recipients, with a new mo-
torcycle as the grand prize.

Other lucky winners walked
away with 43-inch smart televi-
sions and electric scooters.

Children who took part in
the colouring competition had
fun and went home with some
prizes as well.

Also present during the
closing ceremony were Dep-

formation Unit of the Chief Asean navies and the media uty Chief Minister Il Jagdeep
for their support.

Minister’'s Office and TLDM
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40,000 at Fari Buletin 4 0
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and Housing Committee
. chairman Datuk Seri
Sundarajoo  Somu,
Al state Social Devel-
5. . opment, Welfare
and Non-Islamic
Religious Af-
fairs Committee
chairman Lim
LY | St S I T s : Siew Khim, assembly-
" Aclose up view of a i N o B —y e LU RSy men Teh Lai Heng (Kom-
s e y tar), Wong Yuee Harng
naval gunship. f oun artlcl ants =

gunship | ﬂn 55 (Pengkalan  Kota), Lee
; 7 the,, g Boon Heng (Kebun Bunga)
. v gﬂﬂIg, and Phee Syn Tze (Sungai
Puyu), and Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) mayor Datuk

A. Rajendran.

Others included State
Secretary Datuk  Zulkifli
Long, Royal Malaysian Navy
deputy chief Vice-Admiral
Datuk Shamsuddin Ludin,
Royal Malaysian Navy Com-
mander of the Western Fleet
N Vice-Admiral Datuk Baharud-

: | din Wan Md Nor, Chief Minis-
» ter’s senior confidential sec-

| retary Mohd Balkish Othman
: i and State Communications
LR : A B : Division director and Chief
Tentera Nasional Indonesia presentmg a captivating / ] - Bk = e “~ Minister's press secretary
cultural show, called Nusantara Harmony. i o Yap Lee Ying.
3 Chow, ang_J_e‘gdeep seem bemusedL % . o .

mockihenjand|chicken as they, ; Earlier in the morning, Yang
booths » = di-Pertua Negeri Tun Ramli
e . Ngah Talib, accompanied by
his consort Toh Puan Raja
Noora Ashikin Raja Abdul-
lah, graciously attended the
ceremonial inspection of the
guard of honour and naval

band performance.

Also in attendance were
State Speaker Datuk Seri Law
Choo Kiang and wife Datin
Seri Teoh Hooi Tuang, Chief of
Navy Admiral Tan Sri Zulhelmi
Ithnain and wife Puan Sri Za-

Thesecontestants area plctur €3

of concentratlomas they take " #% )
R et mzelina Ahmad, and  other

S ' i state dignitaries.



Silicon Island h

MILESTONE was
Areached recently when

reclamation works for
Silicon Island passed the 200-
acre mark.

This signals steady prog-
ress for Penang’s largest land
reclamation project.

Covering a total of 2,300
acres, the project is being de-
veloped in two phases - 1,260
acres under Phase One and
the remaining 1,040 acres un-
der Phase Two.

Yang diPertua Negeri Tun
Ramli Ngah Talib and his con-
sort, Toh Puan Raja Noora
Ashikin Raja Abdullah, visited
the site on Aug 20 to com-
memorate the milestone.

They crossed over to Silicon
Island using the 378m tempo-
rary steel bridge built at Per-
matang Damar Laut.

Joining them were state In-
frastructure, Transport and Dig-
ital Committee chairman Zairil
Khir Johari and his wife Dyana
Sofya Mohd Daud, Deputy
State Secretary (Development)
Mohamed Abdul Rahman and
Southwest District police chief
ACP Sazalee Adam.

Also present were South-
west District Officer Datuk
Rosli Halim, Penang Infrastruc-
ture Corporation Sdn Bhd (PIC)
chief executive officer Datuk
Seri Farizan Darus, Silicon Is-
land Development Sdn Bhd
(SIDSB) chief executive officer
Datuk Szeto Wai Loong, SIDSB
Strategic Communications
and Stakeholder Management
director Azmi Mohamad and
SRS Consortium adviser Da-
tuk Seri Dr Ooi Eng Hock.

During the visit, guests were
briefed on upcoming facilities,
including the 380m marine
viaduct, the Pan Island Link
2A (PIL2A), the Matang Food
Court and Community Hub and
a new Department of Com-
munity Development (Kemas)
training centre.

The marine viaduct, expect-
ed to open by January 2029,
will have four lanes in each
direction and form a key com-
ponent of PIL2A. It will con-
nect Penang island’s southern
coast to Silicon Island and
improve access to the Sultan
Abdul Halim Mu’adzam Shah
Bridge.

The Matang Food Court,
covering 0.8ha, will also house
a new Village Community Man-

agement Council (MPKK) hall,
a Fishermen’s One-Stop Ser-
vice Centre, food stalls, res-
taurants and fishermen’s stor-
age sheds.

To support the initial water
needs on Silicon Island, a suc-
tion tank and pump house will
be built near the food court,
with construction scheduled to
start next month and be com-
pleted by end-2027.

Farizan said the 200-acre
mark was an encouraging sign
that the project was moving
forward as planned.

“Reaching 200 acres of re-
claimed land is not just about
physical progress — it is a sig-
nal of confidence that Silicon
Island is moving forward as
planned,” he said.

“This project is designed
to anchor Penang’s long-term
growth,  bringing  together
world-class infrastructure,
sustainable development prac-
tices and community-focused
facilities. It will create new op-
portunities for investment, in-
novation and jobs, while ensur-
ing local communities benefit
from better amenities.”

He added Silicon Island was
planned with resilience and
sustainability at its core.

“Every element — from the
marine viaduct to the com-
munity facilities — has been
integrated to serve both eco-
nomic and social needs. This
is about building an island that
supports Penang’s role as a
regional hub, while keeping
people at the heart of develop-
ment,” he said.

On the Social Impact Man-
agement Plan (SIMP), Farizan
said a total of RM11.7mil in
ex gratia payments has been
disbursed to 791 eligible fish-
ermen, reaffirming the state
government’s commitment to
safeguarding the welfare of
fishermen.

“To date, 118 out of 295
active fishermen who are boat
owners have received new
boats and engines, with an
overall expenditure amounting
close to RM10mil.

“These initiatives form part
of the ongoing efforts to pro-
vide financial security and
modern equipment for local
fishermen, ensuring they can
continue their livelihood more
sustainably and efficiently,”
he said.

Tun Ramli placing his palm print to commemorate the significant milestone as Toh Puan Raja Noora

Ashikin (third from right), Zairil (wearing a yellow vest), Dyana Sofya (second from right), Farizan
(second from left), Mohamed (left) and Szeto (right) look on.

Penang extends 5% discount on homes

THE Penang government has
extended the 5% discount
under the Madani Ownership
Campaign until next year.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said this initiative aims to make
homeownership more attain-
able, reduce property overhang,
and boost the overall real estate
sector.

“This initiative is limited to
participating developers who are
registered with the Penang State
Housing Board (LPNPP).

“The properties eligible for
this discount must be confirmed
as unsold completed units,
with data verified and obtained
through the National Property In-
formation Centre (Napic).

“We hope this move will en-
courage more take-up of ready-
built properties, benefit genuine
homebuyers, and also help re-
duce the property glut in Pen-
ang,” Chow said in his speech
during the official launch of Para-
mount Embun Hills in Bukit Mer-
tajam recently.

He added there were 2,796
overhang units of various hous-
ing categories in Penang.

Speaking about the pro-
gramme, Chow said the launch
of Paramount Embun Hills is a
significant milestone not only for
Paramount Property but also for
the continuing growth of Bukit
Mertajam and Seberang Perai
as a whole.

“This launch comes at a time-
ly juncture. With a population of
about one million, Seberang Pe-
rai plays a vital role in Penang’s
ambition for balanced, inclusive
development.
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Chow and Goh (left) looking at a miniature model of the house
while being briefed by Chee (second from right) and Chew (right).

“Under the Penang2030 vi-
sion, we are working to create
a state that is family-focused,
green and smart, where infra-
structure, housing, and public
services grow hand in hand with
community needs.

“It is within this broader con-
text that Paramount Embun Hills
finds its place, not just as a
housing project, but as part of a
greater vision for a well-planned,
livable Penang,” said Chow.

Paramount Embun Hills is
strategically located along Jalan
Kulim at the foothills of Bukit
Mertajam, a pristine rainforest
reserve.

Featuring 566 residential units
and 30 commercial shop offices,
Embun Hills is envisioned as a
modern, sustainable, and com-
munity-oriented development
that responds to the evolving
needs of today’s families.

Paramount Corporation Ber-
had Group chief executive officer
and executive director Jeffrey
Chew Sun Teong said the com-

pany’s progression of projects
in Penang over the past decade
reflects its strong confidence in
this dynamic and high-potential
region.

“With Paramount Embun Hills,
we envision a township where
families choose to build their fu-
ture and where businesses can
flourish,” he said.

It is learnt that Paramount Em-
bun Hills will be developed over
four years, with a gross develop-
ment value (GDV) of RM460 mil-
lion, with unit prices ranging from
RM800,000 to RM900,000.

Also present during the cer-
emony were Bukit Tambun as-
semblyman Goh Choon Aik, Par-
amount Property chief executive
officer Chee Siew Pin and Para-
mount Property Northern Regjon
chief executive officer Wang
Chong Hwa.

On a separate matter, Chow
said the groundbreaking cer-
emony of the highly anticipated
Juru-Sungai Dua Elevated High-
way project is set for November.
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OTHING, as they say, can

beat hard work and resik

ience in anyone’s efforts
to achieve success.

A true example of this is S.
Yogarajen, 41, the owner of the
Indian banana leaf restaurant
Arusuvai Cuisine, who is a deter-
mined, selftaught culinary entre-
preneur.

At the age of 17, Yogarajen,
or better known as Rajen, began
his journey in the food industry
as a waiter at a wellknown nasi
kandar outlet.

“l worked there for 15 years,
gradually working my way up
from cashier to manager. Dur-
ing that time, | learned every
aspect of restaurant operations
and customer service through
hands-on experience and deter-
mination.

“l absorbed everything | could,
from how spices blend in a curry
to managing staff and handling
daily kitchen pressure,” he told
Buletin Mutiara during an exclu-
sive interview recently.

Before setting up his own res-
taurant, Rajen tried his hand at

h ot taurant
s

running several food stalls, in-
cluding at a Chinese restaurant.

“My mother was the one who
started cooking for the stall |
opened in 2015, and | went on
to open several others after that.

“l eventually took over, gradu-
ally refining the dishes with my
own recipes. | also learned many
recipes from my grandma.

“I had a strong desire to open
a restaurant, and with sheer de-

termination, | finally did in 2019
in Bukit Mertajam, serving ba
nana leaf meals and local favou-
rites,” Rajen said.

Rajen’s cousin brother, Tan
Sri Ramesh, owner of The Light
Hotel and a prominent figure,
also played a key role in moti-
vating him.

“I have always looked up
to him, and aspired to be suc-
cessful like him. | could not

perform well in my studies and
only completed up to Form 3.

“It was my father who sent
me to work at the nasi kandar
restaurant because | could not
cope with my studies. At the
same time, | wanted to learn a
skill and master it.

“After acquiring a sKill, it is es-
sential to master it and become
selfreliant,” he said.

Meanwhile, Rajen also ex

pressed his admiration for Da-
tuk Seri Sundarajoo Somu, the
state Housing and Environment
Committee chairman, who offi-
ciated the launch of the restau-
rant’s new branch in Seberang
Jaya as the chief guest.

“I like the way he encourages
others and the way he speaks.
His speeches are always inspir-
ing,” he added.

Rajen believes that success
does not come from investing
money upfront. Instead, he ad-
vocates gaining experience first,
and then gradually putting in fi-
nancial resources along the way.

It is learnt that the restau-
rant’s signature offerings in-
clude the musttry nasi lemak
and both vegetarian and non-
vegetarian banana leaf sets,
all reasonably priced.

A standout feature at Arusu-
vai is its Ais Kacang dessert,
which is seldom offered at
other Indian restaurants.

The new branch is located
at No. 7, Lebuh Tenggiri 2,
Seberang Jaya, right opposite
The Light Hotel.
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Sungai Ara

Bukit Jambul

Bayan Baru

HARGA JUALAN DARI

rRM4,500,000.00 - 6,158,040.00*

Saiz Binaan (Tingkat Bawah)
Lebar: +25'3"(min.) - +25'9"(mak.)
Panjang: 54°3"(min.) - +620"(mak.)

To Penang
International Airport

Saiz Binaan (Tingkat Satu)
Lebar: +25'3"(min.) - +36'6"(mak.)
Panjang: +62'3"(min.) - #69M"(mak.) Panjang: +62'3"(min.) - #6911 (mak.)
Jenis Hak Milik : Hak Milik Kekal dan Pegangan Bebas | Tarikh Dijangka Siap : Januari 2026 |

No Lesen Pemaju: 11500/05-2027/0487 (A) | Tempoh Sah : 25/05/2018-24/05/2027

To Penang 1st Bridge
& George Town

Eu Highway

To Penang 2nd Bridge

* Tertakluk kepada terma & syarat

Saiz Binaan (Tingkat Dua)
Lebar: #25'3"(min.) - +36'6"(mak.)

Permit Iklan & Jualan : 11500-7/01-2026/0013(A)-(L} | Tempoh Sah : 08/01/2024-07/01/2026

Epic
Avenue

Pihak Berkuasa yang Meluluskan Pelan Bangunan : Majlis Bandaraya Pulau Pinang

MNo. Rujukan Pelan Bangunan : MBEPP/ILCS-OSC/PBT08/21 (LB) | Tarikh Keluluskan Pelan Bangunan : 5 Oktober 2022

MNo. Rujukan Pelan Susunatur : MBPP/OSC/PM3049/16 (LB) | Tarikh Kelulusan Pelan Susunatur ; 21 Februari 2017 | Bebanan Tanah : Tiada
Sekatan Kepentingan Tanah : Tiada

IKLAN INITELAH DILULUSKAN OLEH JABATAN PERUMAHAN NEGARA.

MAKLUMAT PEMAJUAN DAN IKLAN YANG DILULUSKAN BOLEH DISEMAK DI PORTAL
TEDUH.KPKT.GOV.MY
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HE quarry industry is a crit-
Tical partner in the state’s

development, says Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

Speaking at the Penang Quar-
ries Association’s (PQA) 20th
anniversary dinner, Chow said
the sector, though contributing
only 0.1% to Penang’s GDP, un-
derpins the state’s construction
and industrial expansion.

“While the mining and quarry-
ing sector contributes a modest
share, its strategic importance
cannot be overstated. Every
major project, ranging from the
Light Rail Transit and Penang
South Islands to Batu Kawan
Industrial Park 3, depends on
your industry’s steady supply
of aggregates,” he said in his
speech.

Chow said Penang recorded
a GDP of RM121.5 hillion in
2024, with per capita income at
RM76,033, while exports reached
nearly RM495 billion, making it the
nation’s top exporter.

Chow said these achieve-
ments were built not just on
high-tech industries but also on
sectors like quarrying.

“The state government is
committed to working with the

Hey role of quarry seq_tor

industry to secure sustainable
aggregate supply, promote tech-
nological advancement, and up-
hold environmental standards.

“Globally, quarrying is evolv-
ing, powered by renewable en-
ergy, guided by automation, and
supported by advanced con-
struction waste recycling. | am
encouraged to see PQA mem-
bers embracing these chang-
es, making the industry safer,
smarter and more sustainable,”
Chow said.

Chow also thanked PQA for
its RM100,000 contribution to
the Penang Future Foundation
(PFF), the state’s scholarship
programme.

“The scheme, open to stu-
dents nationwide, funds tuition
fees for those pursuing their
studies, especially in Science,
Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics (STEM) at univer-
sities,” he said.

He stressed that scholarship
recipients are required to serve
in Penang’s private sector for

t
200

Anniver:

Penang Quarries /

Penang Future Foundation

= . One Hundred Thousand Only  mm 100,000.00
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Saw (second from right) handing over PQA’s contribution to PFF chairman Chow as Sundarajoo (left)
and event organising chairman Yeow Ah Choy look on.

two to five years upon gradua-
tion, as part of the state’s ef-
fort to retain and attract talent.
Although funds have been
significantly drawn down after
a decade of awards, Chow as-
sured that the state government
will continue the PFF scholar-
ships as part of its longterm
talent development agenda.
PQA president Saw Kok Peng

was thankful for the privilege to
collaborate with the state, as
well as contribute to the state’s
growth.

Among those present were
State Legislative Assembly
Speaker Datuk Seri Law Choo
Kiang, state Housing and Envi-
ronment Committee chairman
Datuk Seri Sundarajoo Somu,
Sungai Puyu assemblyman

Phee Syn Tze, Mineral and
Geoscience Department direc-
tor-general Datuk Zamri Ramli,
Lands and Mines Office direc-
tor Datuk Dr Faizal Kamarud-
din, Malaysia Quarries Associ-
ation president Datuk Seri Toh
Keng Tiong, PQA secretary Foo
Kheng Sin and former state
executive councillor Datuk Seri
Phee Boon Poh.

AT just 15, Singaporean Tan Wei
Tian stepped onto the George
Town Festival 2018 stage and
left the crowd spellbound with
her graceful Teochew opera de-
but — four excerpts in all, from
delicate duets to a poignant
solo, lasting between 10 and 20
minutes.

Seven years on, now 22 and
honing her craft at the Shanghai
Theatre Academy, she returned
to Penang with her parents, Lye
Soon and Susan, for a nostalgic
trip to the city where she once
shone on stage.

“It was a very good experi-
ence for me at the George Town
Festival 2018,” recalled Wei Tian
during a recent interview with Bu-
letin Mutiara.

“I remember the audience sit-
ting close on the grass patch in
front of the stage at the Cheah
Kongsi — a very traditional kind
of Chinese street opera setting
and experience, unlike today’s
theatre environment where there
is some distance between the
performers and the audience.”

Her father, Lye Soon, who
stepped in as master of cer-
emonies at the eleventh hour,
vividly remembers the lively
Q&A session.

“The feedback was very good.
The festival is internationally re-
nowned, attracting both local and
foreign audiences. Many were

Teochew opera star revisits Penang with parents

their recent holiday in Penang.

curious why Wei Tian developed
such a deep passion for opera
at a young age, and how Susan
and |, as parents, nurtured her,”
he said.

Wei Tian and her parents also
share a notable Teochew con-
nection in Penang through pup-
petry artist Ling Goh, winner of
the Pendukung Seni NGO Award
in 2023, organised by the Na-
tional Culture and Arts Depart-
ment (JKKN) Penang.

“Ling Goh has brought her
puppet shows to Singapore.
Over the years, we have be-
come friends. We've appeared
on the same stage but never in
the same performance,” Wei
Tian said.

Wei Tian began Teochew op-
era lessons at the age of three
after being inspired by perfor-

Wei T|an (centre), with her parents, Susan and Lye Soon, durmg

mances she attended with
her grandmother at community
theatres.

As of 2024, she has per-
formed more than 50 shows
across China, Malaysia, Thai-
land, Cambodia, Indonesia, and
Hungary, appearing at major
events from Singapore Chinese
Cultural Centre showcases to
the 2022 Ngee Ann Teochew
Cultural Festival. She has starred
in Zhu Yingtai (The Butterfly Lov-
ers), The Tale of Su Liu Niang,
The Young Lin Da-Qin and Yang
Family, A Love in Hand (2021),
and Who Says It First (2024,).

But 2018 marked a defining
chapter. At just 15, Wei Tian
starred in Lady Liu Ming Zhu,
becoming the youngest lead ac-
tress to act in a fulHength Chi-
nese opera in Singapore — a

We| Tian in full glory at the
George Town Festival 2018.

feat recognised in the Singapore
Bookof Records.

Her achievements have
earned her numerous awards,
including being named one

of the 14 Outstanding Young
Asian Women by TEDx Singa-
pore for her contributions to cul-
tural preservation and heritage
in 2018. Other honours include

_the Young Talent Orchid Award

from the Singapore Chinese
Opera Institute (2016) and the
Young Achiever's Award from
Nam Hwa Opera (2018).

Her latest role, The Pawned
Wife (2024), staged in Singa-
pore for five days as part of the
Cultural Extravaganza 2024,
received rave reviews. It was
a major production, involving a
collaboration between Shang-
hai Theatre Academy and Nam
Wah Opera.

She is currently studying
Chinese opera at the academy
under a fouryear scholarship
awarded by Singapore’s National
Arts Council in 2024.

As for the future, Wei Tian
hopes to keep performing but
remains open to exploring other
career paths.

Wei Tian and Ling Goh remain
among the rare performers with
a burning desire to inspire youth
from Singapore and Penang to
embrace their cultural heritage.

“We love Teochew opera, and
we want to keep this traditional
art alive,” said Wei Tian.
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HE George Town Festi-
Tval (GTF) 2025 drew to a

close recently with a live-
ly finale at the beautiful and
historic Seh Tek Tong Cheah
Kongsi in George Town.

This capped nine days of
celebrations that attracted an
estimated 120,000 visitors.

Not even the rain could
dampen the mood, as fes-
tivalgoers, armed with rain-
coats and umbrellas, gath-
ered for the Kongsi Party.

Some sat on mats, oth-
ers on deck chairs, enjoy-
ing a splendid ronggeng
folk dance by a troupe from
southern Thailand.

With soulful choreography
and graceful movements,
the Thai performers captivat-
ed the crowd with two tradi-
tional dances — The Charm
of Songkla and From Penang
to Songkla.

The energy then moved
up a notch as Kool Kongsi
brought on DJ Asang and DJ
Slick Z, delivering a lively mix
of nostalgic throwbacks and
groovy beats.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow later arrived, followed
by Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun
Ramli Ngah Talib and his
consort Toh Puan Raja Noora
Ashikin Raja Abdullah.

Their presence, along with
other distinguished guests —
including state Tourism and
Creative Economy Committee
chairman Wong Hon Wai and
his wife Lim Saw Peng, and
George Town World Heritage
Incorporated general manager
Dr Ang Ming Chee — lent fur-
ther prestige to the occasion.

The night continued with a
performance by The Impatient
Sisters from Kuantan, whose
warm harmonies and engaging
stage presence delighted the
audience.

In his speech, Chow an-
nounced that some 120,000
people had attended the fes-
tival.

He reflected on the meaning
of kongsi, which translates to

GTF 2025
high note

“share” — something he said
GTF had embodied over the
past nine days through shar-
ing stories, music, food, art,
memories, and dreams.
Featuring 50 programmes
spanning music, dance, the-
atre, visual arts, photography,
and more, GTF 2025, which
began on Aug 2, celebrated
George Town’s inscription as

‘ -
The Impatlent Slsters from

Kuantan delighting the crowd
with their engaging melodies.

a Unesco World Heritage Site
in 2008.

The festival
launched in 2010.

“In many ways, GTF has
been a celebration of unity
— bringing together people
from all walks of life, from
Penang and beyond, to share
in the joy of art. And it re-
minds us that our diversity is
our strength and that the arts
can bind us together as one
community, one state, and
one nation.

“So, a big thank-you to the
artists for their unbelievable
imagination; to the organisers
— for your vision and tireless
work behind the scenes; and
to you, our wonderful audi-
ence — thank you for coming
out night after night with such
open hearts,” Chow said.

After about an hour of live
music at Cheah Kongsi, Tun
Ramli, Toh Puan Raja Noora
Ashikin, Chow and other dig-
nitaries proceeded to the Es-
planade to witness a breath-
taking projection mapping
display on the facade of the
iconic Town Hall.

The dazzling spectacle
transformed one of George

was first

The ‘South Paradise: Rong-ngeng
Folk Dance’ troupe bringing the
rhythms of southern Thailand to
the George Town Festival 2025.
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Town’s heritage landmarks
into a magical art theatre
through world-class projec-

tion technology and live
sound effects.
While the festival may

have ended on Aug 10, Chow
hoped its conversations, in-
spiration, and magic would
endure.

He urged the public to
continue supporting local ar-
tistes, listening to their sto-
ries, and making space for
creativity in everyday life.

Many vigﬁors throng
the picturesque ,Cheah
Kongsi for the Kongsi
Party as the George
Town Festival 2025
draws to a close.

PENANG ROLLS OUT TEXTILE WASTE COLLECTION
THE Penang Island City Council (MBPP) has come out with a textile
waste recovery programme in partnership with Life Line Clothing Ma-
laysia (LLCM), marking a major step in the state’s push towards a cir-
cular economy. At the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signing
ceremony, MBPP mayor Datuk A. Rajendran said Penang generates
an average of 800 tonnes of waste daily, of which 45% is recycled
while the rest is sent to landfills. “Every year, tonnes of clothing,
fabric and other textiles end up in landfills, where they take years
to decompose and contribute to environmental pollution,” Rajendran
said. Although textile waste makes up only about two per cent of
Penang’s total waste composition, Rajendran said separating it from
the mainstream will ease the environmental and economic burden.
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‘Qiu Ming Ge’ to the rescue

=Story by Edmund Lee
=Pix by Siew Chia En

Meng lJin is fondly known

as “Qiu Ming Ge” (Saving
Hero) in his community.

When a lifethreatening situ-
ation arises, Lim, 33, is usually
among the first on the scene.

However, his journey in volun-
teerism was fuelled following a
personal family tragedy.

When Lim was in Form One,
his father died in hospital after a
horrific accident in George Town.

Lim, who was riding pillion,
survived when a car rammed
into them — an experience that
changed the course of his life.

“It was a bitter pill to swallow.
| couldn’t accept that my father
had passed away so suddenly,
despite his health complica-
tions,” he said in an interview
with Buletin Mutiara at his apart-
ment in Paya Terubong recently.

“As a child, | told myself and
pledged that when | grew up, |
would save more people.”

Raised as an only child, Lim
said his mother still reminds him

IT is for good reason that Lim

Even if you can save just
one life, it’s worth it. — LIM

daily to return home safely, no
matter how busy he is.

“My mother advises me to be
cautious and prioritise my own
safety before helping others,” he
said.

His journey in public ser-
vice began with the Scouts and
St John Ambulance before he
moved on to first responder
work.

He started volunteering in
2005, joined the Civil Defence
Force (APM) in 2014, and this
year began serving the Red
Crescent in Taman Iping, Batu
Maung.

“When I'm offduty, I'm still
on standby. People call me from
morning till night. My focus is Air
[tam, Farlim and Paya Terubong,
but I'll try to go further if | can.
If not, I'll ask my friends to back
me up,” he said.

Relying on his motorcycle to
beat traffic jams, Lim often ar

rives at emergencies before an
ambulance.

“If there’s a traffic jam, an am-
bulance can take an hour. That’s
long enough for lives to be lost.
With my motorcycle, | can get
there faster and clear the way,”
he said.

Lim focuses on asthma, heart
attack and CPR cases, stressing
the importance of early interven-
tion with automated external de-
fibrillators (AEDs).

“AEDs are critical in saving
lives, and more people need to
be trained to use them,” he said.

“No matter what, we need
to resuscitate the person
first. Broken bones can heal.
The priority is to save a life,”
he said, urging the public not
to be afraid to perform CPR.

Determined to be always pre-
pared, Lim purchased his first
AED on instalments for over
RM8,000, which he managed to

* Lim all set to spring/into

Seventh AED installed in Ser| Delima

THE Seri Delima state constitu-
ency has taken another step
forward in enhancing communi-
ty safety with the installation of
its seventh automated external
defibrillator (AED).

The latest unit has been
placed at the Oasis Condomin-
ium in Seri Delima, with an of-
ficial launching ceremony held
recently.

The event was attended by
Seri Delima assemblyman Con-
nie Tan Hooi Peng, together
with representatives from Pen-
ang Gleneagles Hospital, which
sponsored the device.

Tan said the installation of
AEDs across the constituency
reflects the priority placed on
community health and emer-
gency preparedness.

“There are three unique
features in Seri Delima such
as we are a very diverse
community, we have a large
number of senior citizens,
and we are blessed with ma-
ny public parks.

“As an elected representa-
tive, | always encourage people
to come out and walk, and it is
my hope that eventually every

public park in Seri Delima can
be equipped with an AED.

“This way, we can be better
prepared to respond to emer-
gencies and potentially save
lives,” Tan said.

She highlighted that, accord-
ing to statistics, Malaysia cur-
rently has about 3,000 AEDs
nationwide, with Penang re-
cording the highest number at
around 1,000 units.

“These devices have already

saved 16 lives. That is why we
want to continue expanding
their availability in our commu-
nity, so that in times of need,
someone has a second chance
at life,” she added.

Also present at the event
was Penang Gleneagles Hospi-
tal acting chief executive officer
Ng Bong Seng, who reaffirmed
the hospital’s commitment to
supporting community health
initiatives.

action when the call comes."

pay off within six months.

“That device alone has helped
save 60 lives. | also carry an oxy-
gen tank and other equipment —
all bought with my own savings.
Whatever money | have left, | set
aside to buy more equipment to
help people,” he said.

Among his most memo-
rable rescues were reviving
a badminton-playing friend
using his AED within 10 min-
utes, pulling a 100-year-old
man from a house fire in Paya
Terubong in January 2023,
and helping a pregnant wom-

However, not every mission
ended in success.

Lim recalled rushing to a call
in his neighbourhood, only to
lose the victim, and more recent-
ly, losing a close friend of over 10
years despite his best efforts.

“Even if it’s not my family or
a close friend, | try my best,”
he said.

Despite the emotional chal-
lenges, he remains on call,
driven by teamwork and a desire
to raise public awareness about
CPR and AED use.

“Even if you can save just one

an deliver her baby in a car. life, it’s worth it,” he said.

CRESEE

GET MEASLES-RUBELLA JAB NOW: GOOI

THE Penang government has launched a supplementary immunisa-
tion activity (SIA) against measles and rubella, targeting more than
65,000 children aged six to 59 months. State Youth, Sports and
Health Committee chairman Daniel Gooi said the campaign, which
runs from Aug 4 to Oct 12 in line with the national drive, aims to
strengthen herd immunity and support Malaysia’s goal of eliminating
measles by 2030. “The additional immunisation is crucial to protect
children born between Aug 1, 2020 and Jan 31, 2025, as measles
and rubella are highly contagjous and can lead to severe complica-
tions such as pneumonia, encephalitis, seizures and even death,”
he said during a press conference in Komtar. State Deputy Health
director (Public Health) Dr Rozaini Mat Shah said the Health Ministry
is strengthening immunisation programmes to achieve elimination.

REPRIEVE FOR UNLICENSED CAR WORKSHOPS

THE Penang Island City Council (MBPP) has begun issuing temporary
licences to unlicensed car repair workshops as part of a three-year le-
galisation programme starting September. Mayor Datuk A. Rajendran
said the move, approved during the council’s Special Public Health
Committee Meeting recently, is aimed at regularising workshops op-
erating without permits within MBPP’s jurisdiction. "Applications will
be open from Sept 1 to Dec 31, but only for premises already listed
in the council’s records of unlicensed workshops. Each application
will be assessed, and successful premises will be granted licences
renewable annually until 2028. Enforcement action will resume once
the threeyear period ends, with no extensions for illegal workshops
to operate," he said. Rajendran added there are a total of 335 work-
shops operating without licences while 83 have been licensed.
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