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N a move to reduce the financial
constraints on landowners, the
Penang government will allow
them to pay their 2026 Land Tax in
instalments.

“This is part of the measures to
ease their burden following the revi-
sion of land tax rates in the state,”
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow said at
a press conference in Komtar recently.

He said the decision was agreed
upon by the state executive council
(MMK) after reviewing public feedback,
representations and firstround ap-
peals during a meeting on March 11.

He said the instalment payment
facility forms part of several improve-
ments to the 2026 Land Tax appeal
framework, introduced to ensure fair-
ness, transparency and equity for all
landowners in the state.

Under the arrangement, landown-
ers experiencing financial difficulties
may apply to pay their land tax in in-
stalments, with the period and rate of
instalment payments to be determined
by the Land Administrator based on the
merits of each application.

“For 2026, applications for instal-
ment payments can be submitted be-
fore May 31, 2026, while for subse-
quent years, such applications must
be submitted before April 30 each
year,” he said.

Also present were state exco for Lo-
cal Government and Town and Country
Planning H'ng Mooi Lye and Penang
Land and Mines Office director Datuk
Dr Faizal Kamarudin.

Chow said the state government’'s
legal authority to review and implement
the 2026 Land Tax has not been dis-
puted and is respected, noting that the
taxes have not been reviewed for over
30 years.

The state government carried out
the review in accordance with land
laws, regulations and guidelines stipu-
lated in the National Land Code and
the Penang Land Rules.

Chow showing a summary of
the Penang land tax.

it (2026 Land
Tax revision) was
not a policy
formulated hastily
— Chow

“The revised 2026 Land Tax was ap-
proved by the state executive council
and gazetted through the Penang Land
Rules (Amendment) (No. 4) 2025 on
Sept 11, 2025,” he said.

Chow, who also holds the state port-
folio for Land Development, said the

state government had informed the
public through media statements and
debates in the State Legislative As-
sembly over the past two years before
implementing the new rates.

“This 2026 Land Tax revision is a
planned measure. In 2024, the mat-
ter was presented and agreed upon at
the National Land Council level, and it
was not a policy formulated hastily.

“To address the impact on taxpay-
ers, the state government has taken

two approaches. First, it previously
announced a rebate or discount for
taxpayers for three years starting in
2026, with a 50 per cent discount in
the first year to ease the burden on
landowners.

“In addition, an appeal mechanism

INSTALMENTS FOR
2026 LAND TAX

has been provided to enable landown-
ers to submit applications if there are
any errors in the current land-use cat-
egory,” he said.

Elaborating further, Chow said that
as of March 16, a total of 2,165 ap-
peals had been received by district
Land Offices statewide, of which 1,665
are under review while 500 have been
resolved.

Based on land title registration
records, there are approximately
230,000 pre-Merdeka first-grade land
titles in Penang, and under the 2026
land tax revision, their rates will be de-
termined based on current land use.

In considering the appeals, Chow
said the state executive council
stressed that the land tax review is
not merely aimed at increasing state
revenue but also at correcting incon-
sistencies in the existing land tax sys-
tem to ensure fairness, transparency
and equity.

Among the improvements agreed
upon was that tax rates for commercial
or industrial buildings built across two
or more lots will be imposed based on
the actual land area and will no longer
be subject to the minimum tax rate.

For land involved in approved hous-
ing schemes where projects have
stalled or have yet to commence, land-
owners may submit appeals to the
Land Administrator for consideration of
a reduction in the tax rate for the cur-
rent year.

* Turn to pg 2
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EWLY appointed state

executive councillor

(exco) Goh Choon Aik
has described his appointment
as both an honour and a signifi-
cant responsibility.

Goh will oversee the Trade
and National Unity portfolio.

“I am committed to fulfilling
this role with full dedication
for the welfare of the people
and the continued progress of
Penang,” he said after being
sworn in as an exco member,
replacing Pantai Jerejak as-
semblyman Fahmi Zainol, who
previously oversaw the State
Agrotechnology, Food Security
and Cooperative Development
portfolio.

The ceremony took place be-
fore Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun
Ramli Ngah Talib and his con-
sort, Toh Puan Raja Noora Ashi-
kin Raja Abdullah, at Anjung
Seri Mutiara on March 6.

It was witnessed by Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow; State
Legislative Assembly Speaker
Datuk Seri Law Choo Kiang;
Deputy Chief Minister | Datuk Dr
Mohamad Abdul Hamid; Deputy
Chief Minister Il Jagdeep Singh
Deo; State Secretary Datuk
Seri Zulkifli Long; and members
of the state executive council
and ex-officio members.

Following Goh’s appoint
ment, Chow announced a mi-
nor reshuffle of exco portfo-
lios involving Mohamad, Datuk
Rashidi Zinol and Goh (see ac-
companying info graphic).

Chow congratulated Goh on
his appointment and hoped he
would carry out the responsi-
bilities entrusted to him to the
best of his ability.

“The Trade portfolio is particu-
larly important amid the current

Toh Puan Raja Noora Ashikin greeti

ng Goh’s mother, Tan Ah Ti, after the swearing-in ceremony. With
them are (anti-clockwise from second right) Tun Ramli, Goh, Chow, Law, Kwang Yang (Goh’s son),
Jagdeep (in dark glasses), Goh Kang Ren (Goh’s nephew), Ang Suan Kee (Goh’s personal assistant), Alia
Siti Khadijah Azhar (Head of Corporate Communications, The Office of the Yang di-Pertua Negeri of the
state of Penang) and Dr Mohamad.

Goh committed to

economic climate, where small
and medium enterprises, as well
as larger companies, face vari-
ous challenges, including rising
costs of living,” Chow said.
“National unity is also a criti-
cal issue, given the challenges
that could affect racial harmony
at both global and local levels.”
Goh, meanwhile, expressed
his gratitude to PKR president
and Prime Minister Datuk Seri
Anwar lbrahim and Chow for
placing their trust in him.

On trade, he said priority
would be given to strengthening
the local business ecosystem,
while continuing to support
small and medium-sized trad-
ers, who form the backbone of
Penang’s economy.

On the National Unity portfo-
lio, Goh, who is also Bukit Tam-
bun assemblyman, said Penang
has long been recognised as a
state that celebrates cultural di-
versity and racial harmony.

“The state government will

rengthening trade,
national unity

strengthen cooperation  with
the village Community Man-
agement Councils (MPKK) and
Neighbourhood Watch areas
(KRT) to ensure grassroots
voices and community needs
are effectively conveyed to the
state government.

“l believe that sustainable
economic development and har-
monious social relations are es-
sential foundations for Penang
to remain progressive, stable
and prosperous,” he said.

Tax reduction for quarry use, durian

* From pg 1

The council also agreed to
reduce the tax rate for quarry
use following a proposal from
the Penang Quarry Association.

The RM3.25 quarry tax rate
will apply only to lots containing
quarry-related structures like
crushing plants, workshops,
storage facilities and manage-
ment offices.

Other lots, such as buffer
zones, access roads, vacant
land or quarries that are no lon-
ger operating, will be subject to
the minimum industrial rate of
RM41,200 per lot, provided that
the total is not lower than the

tax before the revision.

The decision is expected to
reduce the state’s tax revenue
by RM5 million.

In addition, Chow said the
exco agreed to reduce the tax
rate for durian cultivation from
RM800 per hectare to RM80
per hectare, aligning it with
other fruit crop rates after con-
sidering appeals by the Penang
Fruit Farmers Association.

“This  decision involves
730 land lots covering 2,265
hectares, with a tax reduction
amounting to RM1.6 million,”
he said.

At the same time, the council
decided that tax rates for com-
mercial and industrial land use
will be calculated based on the
actual land area without being
subject to the minimum rate
of RM325 for commercial and
RM1,200 for industrial uses.

The council also agreed to
maintain a nominal tax rate
for titles that were previously
charged between RM1 and
RM10 per lot, adjusting them
to a fixed rate of RM50, par-
ticularly for land used for non-
profit purposes like religious
organisations, welfare groups

cultivation

and public cemeteries.

“According to records, about
29,209 land lots previously
enjoyed the nominal rate (be-
tween RM1 and RM10) before
the 2026 land tax revision was
implemented,” he said.

At the same time, Chow
urged affected landowners to
submit appeals to the relevant
Land Office for reconsideration.

“The state government re-
mains committed to ensuring
a land tax system that is fairer,
more transparent, and aligned
with the state’s current devel-
opment,” he stressed.

Penang State

Executive Council

(15th term)
Effective March 6, 2026

Chief Minister —
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assemblyman
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assemblyman
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Lim Siew Khim
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Jawi assemblyman

H’ng Mooi Lye
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Padang Lalang
assemblyman
Gooi Zi Sen

10.

Housing and
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Perai assemblyman
Dato’ Seri Sundarajoo
Somu

11.

Trade and
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Bukit Tambun
assemblyman Goh
Choon Aik
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E public and stakehold-

I ers have three months to

give their feedback on the

revised railway scheme for the

Penang Light Rail Transit (LRT)
Mutiara Line project.

The public inspection exer-
cise, which began on Feb 24
and runs until May 24, allows
Penangjtes to review and com-
ment on the proposed extension
of the LRT line to Seberang Pe-
rai, its alignment, station loca-
tions and other related matters.

Designated information
booths have been set up at sev-
eral locations across Penang, in-
cluding Komtar, Penang Sentral
and the Butterworth KTM sta-
tion, as part of the public inspec-
tion exercise.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow said the public inspection for
the revised railway scheme is
being conducted in accordance
with legal requirements follow-
ing several changes to the origi-
nal plan.

“The earlier railway scheme

Penang

wants your
feedback

approval was obtained under
the state government, providing
for a route from Komtar to Sili-
con Island.

“However, subsequent
amendments were made, in-
cluding provisions related to
a provisional depot at Penang
Sentral, the redesignation of the
Silicon Island depot from a main
depot to a provisional depot, as
well as arrangements involving
the Pesta site depot.

“These changes affect the
original railway scheme approv-
al granted by the Land Public
Transport Agency (Apad).

“As such, amendments to the
approval are required under the
law,” Chow told reporters when
asked about the matter when he
visited Heritage House 25 in Ar-
menian Street recently.

Also present was state Social
Development, Welfare and Non-
Islamic Religious Affairs Com-
mittee chairman Lim Siew Khim.

Chow added that Malaysia
Rapid Transit Corporation (MRT
Corp), the project owner of the
LRT Mutiara Line, must comply
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Chow says the public inspection of
the revised railway scheme is being
conducted in accordance with legal
requirements. With him are (from left)
Pengkalan Kota assemblyman Wong
Yuee Harng, Penang Development
Corporation (PDC) deputy chief
executive officer (operations) Roslan
Hassan and Penang Housing and
Environment Committee chairman
Datuk Seri Sundarajoo Somu.
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with the relevant legislation.
“Therefore, a public display
process is necessary to obtain
feedback from the public on the
revised plans and adjustments.
“The revisions are intended to
enhance the original alignment,
including the extension from Ma-
callum to Penang Sentral, while
clarifying the functions of the re-
spective depots,” he explained.
Earlier, MRT Corp said in
a statement that the revised
scheme will also provide approx-

imately 1,000 additional parking
bays at Penang Sentral.

“From there, passengers can
travel via the LRT to Komtar,
the Bayan Lepas Free Industrial
Zone and Penang International
Airport.

“The revised scheme also
includes the omission of three
stations in line with the scaling
down of the Penang South Is-
land reclamation project.

“There are also additional
stations at Penang Sentral and

Bagan Luar, as well as a second-
ary depot in Sungai Dua,” the
statement said.

The RM16.8 bilion Muti-
ara Line is expected to span
29.67km in total, featuring 20
stations and two provisional
stations. The line will link a re-
claimed island near the airport
to Komtar and continue via a
cross-channel bridge to Butter-
worth.

Operations are targeted to
commence in December 2031.

Chipbond’s RM800mil Batu Kawan prOJect

IT was another massive boost
for Penang when a leading
global provider of semicon-
ductor packaging and testing
services opened its new ad-
vanced manufacturing facility
in Batu Kawan.

Chipbond Technology Corpora-
tion, through its Malaysian sub-
sidiary Chipbond Technology Ma-
laysia Sdn Bhd, opened the facil-
ity at Valdor Industrial Park.

This marks a significant mile-
stone in Chipbond’s global expan-
sion strategy, with a total invest-
ment of nearly US$200 million
(about RM800 million).

The new plant further strength-
ens Malaysia's position in the
global outsourced semiconduc-
tor assembly and test (OSAT)
value chain, while reinforcing the
country’s role as a key hub for
advanced semiconductor manu-
facturing.

Malaysian Investment Devel-
opment Authority (Mida) chief
executive officer Datuk Sikh
Shamsul Ibrahim Sikh Abdul Ma-
jid said the facility represents a
major new investment that ex-
pands Malaysia’s OSAT capacity
and ecosystem, while enhanc-
ing the nation’s overall semicon-
ductor competitiveness.

“With companies like Chip-
bond anchoring advanced capa-
bilities here, Malaysia is build-
ing an integrated semiconductor
ecosystem where local talent
and small and medium enter-
prises (SMEs) can participate in
global value chains,” he said.

Meanwhile, InvestPenang
chief executive officer Datuk
Loo Lee Lian noted that, backed
by more than five decades of
industrialisation and a strong
OSAT foundation, Penang has
developed a mature ecosystem,
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Goh (second from left) togethe with Sikh Shamsul Ibrahim (fourth from left), Wu (fifth from left) and

Loo (sixth from left) with other dignitaries in a group photo during the opening of the manufacturing

facility.
a skilled talent pool and a highly
conducive business environ-
ment.

“Investments such as Chip-
bond’'s are strategic in driving
Penang'’s shift towards advanced
packaging and innovationed
growth, in line with the National
Semiconductor Strategy (NSS),”
she said.

Chipbond chairman Wu Fei
Jain emphasised that the new fa-
cility underscores the company’s

commitment to expanding its
global footprint while ensuring a
stable and continuous supply for
customers.

“Without the support of the
Malaysian government, the
contributions of our custom-
ers, and the tireless dedica-
tion of the Chipbond team,
we would not have been able
to achieve this ambitious goal
within such a compressed
timeframe,” he said.

The Penang facility will offer
advanced semiconductor pro-
cesses, including wafer bump-
ing, waferlevel chip-scale pack-
aging (WLSP) and testing, with
an initial capacity of 10,000 wa-
fers and 100 million WLSP units
per month.

Also present at the ceremony
were Bukit Tambun assembly-
man Goh Choon Aik and Pen-
ang MIDA director Muhammad
Ghaddaffi Sardar Mohamed.
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HIS year's Lunar New
TYear Open House

smashed all expecta-
tions.

With over 10,000 people
flooding the halls of Setia Spice
Arena on Feb 17, it was truly
a celebration for the people of
Penang.

The open house was organ-
ised by Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow who described the celebra-
tion as a resounding success,
expressing heartfelt apprecia-
tion to the people of Penang for
their overwhelming presence
and unwavering support.

“The turnout was amazing,
definitely a hike from last year.
Thank you to all who have made
this a success,” he said during

Igbal

VISITORS arriving at Penang
International Airport (PIA) on
the first day of Chinese Year
were in for a pleasant surprise.

On hand to give them a warm
welcome were Penang Tourism
and Creative Economy Commit-
tee chairman Wong Hon Wai, to-
gether with key players from the
state’s tourism industry.

The event was also held In
conjunction with Visit Malaysia
2026.

Guests were greeted with
mandarin oranges and specially
curated CNY souvenirs, symbol-
ising Penang’s heartfelt wishes
for prosperity, happiness and a
flourishing year ahead.

The arrival hall was filled with vi-
brant energy, laughter and festive
cheer, creating a memorable first
impression for travellers stepping
into the Pearl of the Orient.

Wong personally presented
the traditional tokens of goodwill
to visitors, along with Visit Ma-
laysia 2026 memorabilia, under-
scoring Penang’s reputation for
warm hospitality and cultural
richness.

The gesture marked a joyful
and meaningful start to the new
year, leaving travellers feeling

embodies uni

(Anti-clockwise from right) Social Development Welfare, and Non-Islamic Religious Affairs
Committee chairman Lim Siew Khim, Jagdeep's wife Belmdar Bhar (fifth from right), Law's wife Datin
Teoh Hooi Tuang, Tan, Toh Puan Noora Ashikin, Tun Ramli, Chow, Lim, Sim, Law (partly hidden),
Mohamad, Jagdeep, Zulkifli, and state Rural Development, Agrotechnology, and Food Security and
Entrepreneurship Development Committee chairman Datuk Rashidi Zinol 'tossing the yee-sang.'

a brief press conference.

Chow shared that while
the initial target was 10,000
guests, this year's reception
exceeded expectations, reflect-
ing the people’s enthusiasm to
celebrate together.

“Ten thousand guests was
our target, and | feel the recep-
tion was better than last year.

“There was a slight increase,
the 'sambutan' was very warm,
and the performances also
showcased the incredible talent
of our performers, all of whom
are Penangites,” he said.

Beyond the festive cheer,
Chow emphasised that the
open house represented some-
thing far more meaningful, the
unity that defines Penang and
Malaysia.

“All'in all, it was a successful
Chinese New Year celebration.
We brought people of all races

moyving powerfully S8
under’glowing lights}
an/energetic, cultural
petformance full of
_rhythm and flair.

and backgrounds under one roof.
“This reflects the community
spirit and unity in Malaysia, and
Penang has always been exem-
plary in highlighting such events
where people of all races come
together as one,” he added.
The event was graced by Yang
di-Pertua Negeri Tun Ramli Ngah

o o

Talib and his consort, Toh Puan
Noora Ashikin Raja Abdullah,
whose presence further elevated
the significance of the occasion.

Also in attendance were
Chow's wife, Tan Lean Kee;
Deputy Chief Minister | Datuk
Mohamad Abdul Hamid; Deputy
Chief Minister Il Jagdeep Singh

Deo; State Secretary Datuk Seri
Zulkifli Long; State Legislative
Assembly Speaker Datuk Seri
Law Choo Kiang; former Chief
Minister Lim Guan Eng; and
Entrepreneur Development and
Cooperatives Minister Steven
Sim Chee Keong, along with oth-
er state leaders and dignitaries.

PIA comes alive W|th Warm hospltahty

appreciated and welcomed from
the very first moment.

Wong said the first day of
CNY has always been regarded
as the beginning of a new cycle,
a time of renewal, hope and
prosperity.

He said by welcoming visitors
at such an auspicious moment,
Penang embraces the spirit of
Visit Malaysia 2026 with re-
newed momentum while aspiring
for bustling tourism, thriving busi-
nesses and sustained economic
growth throughout the year.

He also highlighted the en-
couraging growth in passenger
traffic at PIA.

“According to the latest
statistics from the Airport Au-
thority, PIA recorded 8.31 mil-
lion passenger movements in
2025, representing an 11.2%
increase from 7.47 million
in 2024. This steady up-
ward trend reflects Penang’s
strong recovery and growing
appeal as a tourism destina-
tion,” he said.

In terms of international
connectivity, Wong noted that

Wong handing out the tokens of goodwill to visitors: along with Visit Malaysia 2026 memorabilia.

as of December 2025, Penang
welcomed 325 international
flights per week, up from 302 in
2024, a 7.6% increase.

“The expanding flight network
greatly enhances Penang’s re-
gional and global connectivity,
further strengthening its posi-
tion as a major air gateway and
tourism hub,” he added.

To support rising visitor
numbers and improve travel

efficiency, Wong said PIA re-
cently completed key infra-
structure upgrades ahead of
CNY 2026, including the in-
troduction of the National Im-
migration Integrated System
(NIISe) autogate facilities.
“The new system has sig-
nificantly reduced processing
times. Currently, five autogates
are operational for departures,
serving travellers from 73 coun-

tries and regjons, while six are
in place for arrivals, covering
visitors from 65 countries and
regions.

“By the end of the year, both
departure and arrival gates are ex-
pected to expand to 12 units each,
demonstrating the strong commit-
ment of the Penang government
and federal authorities to moder-
nise infrastructure in line with Visit
Malaysia 2026,” he said.
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HE recent Miao Hui cel
T ebrations saw something

very meaningful - two
important occasions coming
together, says Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow.

"As visitors walk through
the festival, they can celebrate
Chinese New Year and, at the
same time, learn about the
spirit of Ramadan," he said,
noting that this year's Chinese
New Year fell close to the Mus-
lim holy month of Ramadan.

To further display Penang’s
harmony and racial unity, Masjid
Lebuh Acheh and the Sri Maha
mariamman Kuil joined in the cel
ebrations for the very first time.

The Miao Hui continues to
attract thousands of visitors
from all walks of life to the
George Town heritage enclave,
celebrating the fifth day of the
Lunar New Year in a vibrant dis-
play of culture and tradition.

Chow said the annual cel-
ebration, which commenced
in 1999, continues to reflect a
strong community spirit through
the active participation of clan
associations and the steadfast
support of Penangites.

“To be very honest, | think
| have lost count of how many
times | have attended this Miao
Hui. Year after year, | see the
same strong spirit, the same
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dedication from our clans and
associations, and the same
warm support from the people
of Penang. That is why this fes-
tival continues to grow and re-
main meaningful,” he said in his
speech.

Chow welcomed the partici-
pation of places of worship that
opened their doors to the pub-
lic as part of the event.

“l am especially happy that
Masjid Lebuh Acheh and Sri Ma-
hamariamman Kuil are opening
their doors to visitors. This allows
everyone to better understand
one another’s traditions and be-
liefs. This is something special.
This is Penang,” he said.

Since its inception, the Pen-
ang Miao Hui has evolved into
more than just a festive event
and has become an impor-
tant platform for preserving
heritage and passing down
cultural values.

“It is a platform to share
our history, our stories and
our values with the younger
generation. We want our
young people to know where
we come from so they can
move forward with confi-
dence,” he said.

Chow said Penang continues
to serve as a model of unity in
diversity, with people of different
races, religions and cultures liv-
ing together in mutual respect.

“In Penang, we have many
races, many religions and many
cultures — yet we live together
with respect and dignity. This is

<\
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Miao Hui boosts::
cultural harmo
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our strength. This is our iden-
tity,” he said.
He also stressed the im-

| strongly reject
any sentiment of
racial divide.

— Chow

portance of rejecting racial
sentiments and safeguarding
national unity.

“l strongly reject any senti-
ment of racial divide. In a coun-
try like Malaysia, with many
ethnic and cultural communi-
ties, we must protect unity at
all times,” he said.

Chow also reaffirmed the
state government’s financial
commitment to the annual
festival.
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The streets of George Town are packed with spectators, their phones held

high to record the festivities. The glow of red lanterns overhead illuminates the
m heritage buildings, creating a magical atmosphere.

A dynamic
close-up of
lion dance in
motion.

“As with previous years,
the state government will
continue to raise and allocate
RM500,000 for the organisa-
tion of the Miao Hui every
year, and this year we have
fulfilled that commitment as
well,” he added.

Datuk Yeoh Soon Hin,
representing Tourism, Arts and
Culture Minister Datuk Seri
Tiong Kiong Sing, announced a
contribution of RM150,000 to
support the organisation of the
Miao Hui.

Yeoh, who is Tourism Ma-
laysia deputy chairman, de-
scribed the festival as an im-
portant platform that reflects
Malaysia’s rich cultural diver-
sity and fosters meaningful
encounters among people of
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Young performers in traditional lion dance-inspired
costumes deliver a high-energy routine on the main
stage, set against a backdrop of iconic Chinese
architecture and the event’s official signage.

Chow with Lim (left) sharing
a cheerful moment with
participants and local youth,
highlighting the community
spirit and the importance of
passing cultural traditions to
the next generation.

different backgrounds.

Chinese Consul-General in
Penang Zhou Youbin said that
for many years, the Miao Hui
has played an important role
in preserving and promoting
Chinese cultural traditions.

“Miao Hui represents the
rich cultural and festive cus-
toms that have kept Chinese
culture vibrant and flourish-
ing across generations. It is
encouraging to see this long-
standing event continue to
grow while maintaining its
strong cultural roots,” he said.

Among those present were
state Social Development, Non-
Islamic Religious Affairs and
Welfare Committee chairman
Lim Siew Khim, Deputy Minister
of Women, Family and Commu-
nity Development Lim Hui Ying,
Pengkalan Kota assemblyman
Wong Yuee Harng, Penang Chi-
nese Clan Council chairman Ho
Swee Choon, Penang Chinese
Town Hall chairman Tan Sri Dr
Tan Khoon Hai, Penang Cultural
Inheritors  Society chairman
Kwoh Shoo Chen, and Penang
Island City Council (MBPP) may-
or Datuk A. Rajendran.
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ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA N.09 BAGAN DALAM N.01 PENAGA )
YAB Chow Kon Yeow m 04-2260218 YB Kumaran Krishnan @ Calvin {T; 04 -313 1002 YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah U]
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 226 0218 bagandalamn09@gmail.com F
N.13 BERAPIT FeBukhor Chaza oAt m
N.37 BATU MAUNG 5 uknori azali
YB Dato’ Dr. Mohamad Abdul Hamid T) 04 - 626 1442 YB Heng Lee Lee 1) 017 - 813 3509
mohdhamid@penang.gov.my H 04 - 626 1442 berapit@dappg.org H 04 - 540 0006 N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
N.14 MACHANG BUBOK YB Mohd Sobri Salleh M
'Y‘le.?ODggTe%pKSEI%gMSLO ’T{ 04 - 226 2464 E”B Le768éh0i LC.;OFI ET 8113 _5%29.' 913129 N.05 SUNGAI DUA
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my F) 04-2618715 Kieescogmail.com - Vis MU G e e Yusels m
?g‘é oo h TEN(L;AH T) 04 - 507 5001
N.15 PADANG LALANG >00i Hsiao-Leung - N.06 TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Gooi Zi Sen (T) 012-500 1571 gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my E 04 - 507 5001 YB Azmi Alang M
gooizisen@penang.gov.my NG OR SRTAETN
YB Goh Choon Aik T) 04 - 502 5818 N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
N.16 PERAI 04 -506 2138 i
Y8 Dato’ Seri Sundiraioo A/L Somu (T) 04 - 397 3600 - Vi el el Al el m
é. o] i a il. .
e peome e S '552%"%9 (T) 04 - 829 0614 N.11 PERMATANG PASIR =
N19 JAWI dapairputih@gmail.com YB Amir Hamzah Abdul Hashim M
YB H'ng Mooi Lye T) 04 - 594 1163
S i _ N.24 KEBUN BUNGA N.12 PENANTI
nledunjowi@gmai.com H Ue-gpnsles VB Lee Boon Heng (T)011-2773 6684 | | YB Zulkefi Bakar m
N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH leeboonheng24@gmail.com
- Nzl £4 N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
N eE IS i e m 04 - 593 2408 N.25 PULAU TIKUS YB Abidin Ismail m
: 00 Sze Zeng -
n<zlsgachenpk@gmail.com YB Woo Sze Z ; (H) 016 - 417 2548
N.22 TANJONG BUNGA Joshuawoosz@gmai.com N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Zairil Khir Johari %T; 04 - 818 3866 N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA YB Mohamad Shukor Zakariah m
tanjongbunga@bukitbendera.org F) 04 - 262 5952 YB Wcl><n Yllie? %cgng {,T:; 04 - 299 2574
pengkalankold@ddppg.org N.40 TELOK BAHANG
N.30 SUNGAI PINANG > :
4 S < YB Muhamad Kasim M
YB Lim Siew Khim T) 04 - 657 6630
limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my H 04 - 658 6630 N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng T) 016 - 270 6808
: NAMA No Tel/ No Faks
N.34 PAYA TERUBONG komtar@da .Or F) 04 - 227 7068
YB XvohngnHonl\S%i@ o &T:; 04 - 826 1898 N.31 BATU LANCANG PENANG CARE SOCIETY SH%’TT% e
: ng eong -
WONghonwally /s gmat.com YB Ong Ah T T) 04 - 280 4411
RS ongahteong@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 280 4422
g NLAL DAP PENANG HQ T) 04 - 228 8482
YB Fahmi Zainol m 04-293 7545 N.32 SERI DELIMA dappenang@dapmalaysia.org f 04 - 228 8514
thmIZGInO’@QenOnQ.gOV.m! F) 04 - 293 7546 YB Tan Hooi Peng T) 04 - 659 5611
LI n32seridelima@gmail.com {F{ PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-3970115
K/I‘Belﬁgé%k Seri Reezal Merican Naina &T:; N.33 AIR ITAM '
dismisaiidmalEamai com [eseshing soon Seno B IO
) _
N.07 SUNGAI PUYU N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Phee Syn Tze T) 04 - 313 7987 YB K A/L Al -
nOZsUngaibUyU@gmail.com (012 5 50 || f& Kumeresan A/l Aromugam ) 64748 104
N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
06 B A ANCIERMAL - YB Dato’ Azrul Mahathir Aziz T) 04 - 649 3976
YB Chee Yeeh Keen T) 018 - 388 6317 A Z
cheeyeehkeen@gmail.com F ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com F) 04 - 649 3976

Pertandingan Melukis Poster - 2/2026 1 ELIELN

Pertama: RM700
Kedua: RM500
Ketiga: RM300

L —
. —.‘_l »

Berumur 13 tahun dan ke atas. Tarikh Fﬂ'ﬂdﬂan: 1 Apﬂl - 30 Jun 2026
. Peraduan dibuka dari 1 April 2024 hingga 30 Jun 2026.
. Bebas menggunakan sebarang jenis bahan mewarna.
. Saiz kertas lukisan adalah A3 (29.7 cm x 42 cm).
. Lukisan grafik dan adaptasi menggunakan kemputer adalah lidak dibenarkan. Kad Pengenalan:
. Lukisan dan idea adalah hasil ciptaan sendiri. Alamat:

. Karya periu bertemakan ‘Sukan Gaya HidupSthat, = "o T g e
Diwajlbkan untuk sertakan logo Penang2030 dan Buletin Mutlara dalam karya.

8. Borang butiran peribadi peserta periu ditampal di bahagian belakang karya R e e L S

9. Penyerlaan ahli keluarga terdekat barisan penganjur adalah tidak sah. No. Telefon : {H“mah) T T T e T e e
10. Hasil karya adalah hak milik penganjur. {Bimhit}

1. Sebarang pertanyaan, sila hubungi 04-6505704 f 5705.

12. Alamatkan semua borang penyertaan ke: Emel:
Pertandingan Melukis Poster - 2/2026,

Tingkat 47 KOMTAR, 10503 Fulau Pinang. (Pastikan semua butiran diisi dengan lengkap).

Nama:

= B B RS
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SENARAI NAMA AHLIMAJLIS SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWNARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MBSP 2026
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MBSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
ﬁgm%d Rizal Abd. 019 - 464 6696 1. Yeap Choon Keong Seberang Perai Penyelia 013 - 449 0366
Utara Bahagian
Anuar Yussoff 016 -461 6390 Kewarganegaraan
2. K. Velan Seberang Perai 018 -394 4537
Chang Kim Joo 016 - 436 9268 (Pegawai Pembantu) Selatan . )
Pejabat Bahagian
Chong Wei Hoong 012 - 484 9693 3. Joseph Tan Seberang Perai Kewa;garfgaiza%glﬁ?:;{nang, 012 - 470 3880
(Pegawai Pembantu) Tengah ingkat 44,
Ratuk Mohd Noor 019 -4731172 4. | K. Dasirani Timur Laut N. Vasanthakumari 012 - 412 2375
(Pegawai Pembantu) (Pembantu Tadbir)
R 04 - 650 5105
SD(;:;LUK Mohd Zaidi Hali 019 - 431 3333 5. Ay Yap See Barat Daya 011-5313 6188

(Pegawai Pembantu)

Nota:

Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.

SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

MBPP 2026

Nama

Telefon

Hasrul Husin 010-379 7729
Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 - 261 2460
Lim Chee Chien 012 - 521 9894
Lim Eng Nam 016 - 411 4400

MBPP

04 - 259 2020

Alan Lim Wei Lun

017 - 343 3995

Linda Ng Kerh Wei

011-11448393

Chan Soon Aun

012 - 4850728

Dato’ Haji Abdul Razak Abdul 012 - 464 6277
Rahman
David Chen Wooi Teong 012-492 1114

Linggeswaran a/l 013 - 419 9071
Charmar
Muhamad Suzuki 011-1119 4419

Ahmad

Deenadayalan a/l Kandiah

019 - 473 9895

Ngoh Cheng Hai

017 -979 0933

Dr. Mohd Suhairi Arumugam
Abdullah

016 - 521 3369

Foo Yu Keong 012 - 455 0074
Haji Mohamed Yusoff 019-4138114
Mohamed Noor

Koay Gaik Kee 016 - 447 5088

Lee Seng Hwai

016 - 440 6798

Lee Wei Seang

012 - 452 8305

Manimaran a/l Samba Sivam

016 - 438 3437

Mohamad Khairani Abdul
Shukor

019 - 594 4533

Ooi Yong Wooi 016 -421 1196
Ponnudurai a/I 012 - 423 3578
V Anthony Srinvasagam

Predeeb Kumar a/l 016 - 498 5421
Kalidass

Tan Chee Teong 012-4017718
Teh Chuann Yien 010 - 441 7749

Mohd Aidil Fitri lbrahim

019 - 443 2088

Muhammad Khairul Mohd Ali

012 - 542 0520

Yeoh Kim Kim

012 - 428 6438

Muhamad Nayim Othuman
Mydin

017 - 465 4947

Muhammad Adzlan Adzhar

017 - 3350030

Ooi Mei Mei 011 - 1443 8734
Rohaizat Hamid 019 -5100075
Tan May Peng 016 - 461 3511

Tan Soo Siang

012-4752453

Yoganragj Thever a/l 012 - 444 5675
Kathiravelu

Zainuddin Mohamed 012 - 479 4200
Zulkifli Md. Yusop 016 - 432 0789
Zulkiply Ishak 013 - 431 6161

Theng Jie Wey 016-4187108
Visvenathan a/l Tangavello 019 -488 1010
Zuraida Mohamad Arshad 019 - 464 3674

EDITORIAL

Editors :
Ong Kok Hoay (English)
Tan Kean Ming (Chinese)
G. Revatic (Tamil)

Writers :
M. Tanushalini, Edmund Lee, Muhamad Riadz Akmal
and Kevin Vimal (English)
Eng Kok Wei, Foong Chee Yin,
Wong Sook Shyan and Lee Jia Ying (Chinese)
J. Patmavathy (Tamil)

Photographers :
Law Suun Ting, Alissala Thian,
Ahmad Adil Muhamad, Darwina Mohd. Daud,
Noor Siti Nabilah Noorazis,
Adleena Rahayu Ahmad Radszi,
Siti Nuratikah Rahmat, Siew Chia En and
Muhammad Igbal Homdan

Graphic Designers :
Idzham Ahmad
Nasrul Amir Yahaya

Bagi sebarang maklum balas, sila hantar ke:

Editor BULETIN MUTIARA,
Tingkat 47, Komtar, 10503 Penang
Telefon : 04-650 5468 ; Fax : 04-261 5923
Email: buletinmutiara.bpkn@gmail.com

Subseribe

www.buletinmutiara.com
K3 buletinmutiara |Ch0w|(un"|’enw
chowkonyeow
B3 @chowkonyeow
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PUBLICITY AND PUBLIC

PARTICIPATION
%~ OF THE DRAFT LOCAL PLAN

Publicity & Public Participation Date:
30 MARCH 2026 UNTIL 8 MAY 2026

The Publicity and Public Participation programme for the Draft
Penang Silicon Island Local Plan (RTPSI) 2050 is conducted
te inform and provide opportunities for the public and
stakeholders to review and submit representations on the
proposed development direction, land use zoning, and
planning control measures for Silicon Island City up to
2050, in accordance with the provisions of the Town and
Country Planning Act 1876 (Act 172).

The Draft RTPSI 2050 is prepared to support the realization of
the Penang2030 Vision by adopting best urban design
practices, incorporating Environmental, Social and
Governance (ESG) principles, promoting public transport
usage towards a 70:30 modal split, aligning with the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), and
implementing Low Carbon City development initiatives.

Revolution of the Penang Silicon Island Local
Plan (RTPSI) 2050

15t RT for 15t RT for a land
% greenfleld areas in mﬁt in
Penang and
Malaysisa. Malaysia
| 75" RTw st
- ey 75t RT to adapt revolution
& data system using 10 RT modemization format :
GeoBIM. * More Flexible
= Adaptive
st *  Investor-Friendly
S 15" RT with a * User-Friendly
¢ 5= 2 Planning time * Feasible
: horfzonofupto 25 .. pgyginess & Sales Plan
years. Friendly y
Structure and Content of the RTPSI 2050

VOLUME 1 VOLUME 2 VOLUME 3

WRITTEN
STATEMENT &
DEVELOFMENT

DEVELOPMENT
PLAMNING

GUIDELINES

IPMENT

Measures

PEHARS BTATE TOWH AND COUNTAY PLAMNMG DEPARTRENT
MNOTICE OF PUBLIC NOTIFICATION

UNDER
TOWYN AND COUNTRY PLANMNG
FPUBLICITY AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROGRANME
FINAL REFORT

LACT 1721

PEMANG SILICOM IZLAND LOCAL PLAN 2050 |RT P31 2050}
A capy of the Final Repen of Penang Slicon Bland Local Plan 2050 (RT PEI 2060
well b masde svaslalble Tor puble inspectan fram 30 March 2026 o 8 May 20076 xi
e Ballowang lecalions.

| DATE ] TIME 1 VENUE
Lokby Arsa, Lavel 57
Perang Btats Town amd Coustry
lann artrent
36 Manch 2928 [PLAMMALayeia Pulay Pinang]
Pasce 2.00am KouT
T
& May 2026 (Friday) - e o
[Closed on
4,00 pum
JRA N, W Lobiby Ares, Lavel 3
andl publiz HONHOS HOMTAR
halldays) 10000 George Town
Penang

Al maenbers of e public are nvited o review the Final Report of Penang Siloen
lefand 150 Local Pian (AT PSI 050, Any feedBacke. objectons and

Y B Sl By e Public Obgacton Fom [(stbar
manually or via crne) provided, or by SUDMEING & memaandum o affcial leter
bafore B May 2026 16 IR lolowing Addneas

DIRECTOR
Penang State Town and Country Plannin
{PLANMalaysis Pulau Pinang
Lavel 57, KOMTAR
10000 Georgs Town

Drepariresent

Panang
O4-B5053T | D4-55055580

Brief Information on the RTPSI 2050

Total Development Total Territorial TowlStudy Area
Area Waters Area
2,300ACRES 1,63BACRES 3,938 ACRES
(930.78 hec) (662 87 hec) (1,593.85 hec)
The boundary of the study area was
Pl O SR e

2237, on 4 September

105,428 posin PULAD SIIKOW

r?g,?,.’f.’{ 01 Planning 02 Design
dtz “:ﬂ ) Manitoring &
o 03 constuction 04 o ations

BULETIN MUTIARA

PENANG SILICON ISLAND (RTPSI)

LOCAL PLAN

Brief Information on
PSl Development Proposals

16.77%

(385,80 acrea)

100 %

Total land area gazetted as Green
Area

Pewared by ronewablo anorgy for
Green Tech Park (GTR)

T0KM A

Bicycla and padesirian
reuto Rotwork

Modal Split

batween public
transport and
private vehiche

70:3

Reduction of carbon
emasions

15 ERmmand BRI G0
Accrecdalon)

Reduction of water
consumption

Heduction of waste at
disposal sfos

Overall Framework of Vision and Principal Development Strategies for PSI

PENANG2030 VISION
“A Family-Focused Green and Smart State that
Inspires the Nation™

A Dynamic and Resilient

Sustainability and
Wellbeing

Inclusive Development

PSI VISION 2050 : “Towards Smart, Sustainable, and Resilient t”

2 Mobility ﬁ 3 Community

THRUST 1 THRUST 2 THRUST 3
Smart Economy Smart Smart Living
Environment
THRUST 1

51 : The 4.0 Industrial Revelution is Supported by Focusing on the
Electrical & Electronics (E&E) Sector Through the Development of
a Green Tech Park.
£2 : The Heart of the |sland (HOTI) as a Mew leonic Destination
with a Distinctive Penang Identity.

53 : Introducing the Tourism Sector as one of the Key Catalysts
for Commercial Activities in PS| Development,

54 : Land Provision for the Mew State Administration Centre
(SAC) as a Smart Administrative Hub for Penang.

55 : Regulation of Digital Commercial Advertising Display in PSI
Development,

THRUST 2
1 : Preparation of & Sensitive Environmental Area Availability Plan
for the maintenance and conservation of KSAS areas.
52 : Management and Conservation of Marine Resources in the
Vicinity of the PSI Development Area,

53 : Preparation of Integrated Management Plans for Coastal
Areas, Sea Level Rise Adaptation, and Flood Control Measures,

THRUST 3

1 : Efficient Management of Land Uise in Guiding and
Controlling Development Activilies.
52 : Implementation of Adaptive Development Contrel Parameters
in Guiding Urban Development Towards a Smart City Framework.
53 : Integration of Biodiversity Elements into Development Planning.

54 : Management and Regulation of Activities within the Territorial

Waters of the P51 Development Area.

55 : Implementation of Flexible Land Use Strategies through the
Reassessment of Unsold State Government Development Parcels.
56 : The Development of Surrounding Villages Shall Be Strategically
Planned in an Integrated and Coordinated Manner in Alignment with
the PSI Development.

THRUST 4

51 : Adequate, High-Quality, and Smart Community Facilities Shall
Be Strategically Planned and Equitably Distributed to Meet
Population Demands and Promote Social Well-Being

32 : Priortizing the Provision of Sufficient, High-Quality, and
Affordable Housing for All Levels of Society is Essential to ensuring
a Livable, Inclusive, and Sustainable community.

E3 : Providing Conducive Worker Accommodation to Attract
Skilled Talent.

4k 4} Resiliency 5 sustainability

THRUST 5
THRUST 4 Smart THRUST &
Smart Community  |nfrastructure and Smart
Mobility Governance

THRUST 5

51 : Implementation of the No-Dig Policy and Dedicated Utility
Corridors will Ensure Efficient and Sustainable Infrastructure
Management.

52 : Developing a Robust and Smart Electricity Grid to Provide an
Ample Supply for Current and Future Demand.

53 : Enhancing Water Supply Systems to Ensure a Sufficient,
Reliable, and Sustainable Water Provision for All.

54 : Developing Resilient and Innovative Drainage Solutions to
Ensure Long-Term Flood Mitigation and Public Safety.

55 : Developing Integrated, Eco-Friendly Drainage Systems to Foster
Sustainable and Resilient Urban Growth,

56 : Upgrading Communication and ICT Infrastructure by Adaopting
Smart Technology Systems to Ensure a Future-Ready Network.

5T : Implementing Innovative and Eco-Friendly Waste Management
Systerms to Ensure Efficient and Sustainable Urban Living.

58 : The Provision of Efficient Transport Systems and Smart Urban
Mobility to Support Sustainable, Inclusive, and Well-Connected
Development.
THRUST 6 e

51 : Systematizing the Alignment of Planning Structures and
Governance to Streamline PS| Development.

£2 : Establishing a City Management Unit (CMU) to Provide a
Centralized Platform for Integraled, Efficient, and Smart Urban
Governance.

53: Expediting Development Plan Approvals Through the Silicon Island
Green Lane (SIGL) to Foster a More Transparent and Integrated
Management Framework.

54 : The Establishment of a City Command Centre (CCC) will Centralize
PSI Data, Enabling Real-Time, Coordinated, and Data-Driven Urban
Managemaent

55 : Ensuring Full Compliance with the Development Strategles and
Guidelines Established within the RTPE1 2050 Local Plan Framework.

56 : The Implementation of Smart Community Facility Management
will Ensure the Long-Term Social Well-Being of the Community.

5T : Executing and Closely Monitoring the Soclal impact Managemant
Flan (SIMP) to ensure the Sustainable and Equitable Development of P51
58 : The Implementation of the Low Carbon City Framéwork [LCCF) Shall
be Strictly aligned with ESG principles to ensure Sustainable Urban Growth.
59 : Implementation of GecBIM Digital Flan.

510 : Strengthening Inter-Agency Coordination to Streamline
Maintenance Efforts and Maximize Operational Efficlency.

511 : The Branding of Silicon |sland must Reflect its Idenlity as a
Distinctive and Prominent Destination, ensuring that PS1 achieves its
Full Patental as a World-Class Investment and Lifestyle Hub.
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ARRYING the memory of

her late husband in her

heart, dough artist Elaine
Teoh has returned to the public
eye with a reinvigorated passion
in her craft.

During the recent Lunar New
Year celebrations, she came out
with a fresh collection of figures
created out of dough; each of
which is filled with life, move-
ment and joy.

For years, Teoh and her hus-
band, Loh Ban Tatt, were familiar
faces during the festive season,
appearing in newspapers and at
community events to showcase
their dough art and promote tra-
ditional culture.

But tragedy struck when Loh

Widow finds
strength in dough a

passed away due to illness in
November 2024, leaving behind
memories of the couple crafting
side by side and attending inter-
views together.

His death dealt Teoh a
heavy emotional blow, and she
admitted she once considered
giving up the craft they had
built together.

Her turning point came last
July when she met a mentor
who offered encouragement and
technical guidance, helping her
gradually regain confidence and
direction in her work.

“Being unhappy every day is
not a solution. | want to turn his
regrets into my own brilliance.
The first half of the journey was
his, and the second half will be
mine,” she said.

Determined to move forward,

Teoh spent seven to eight months
creating new pieces, working
from 3pm after returning home
from work until late at night.

She has completed over
100 dough art pieces, including
horses symbolising success and
prosperity and Chinese zodiac
figures, among others.

When asked whether she
would continue next year, she
replied without hesitation: “Yes,
definitely. | will be better and bet-
ter each year.”

Teoh said the emptiness left
by her husband is most deeply
felt at the work table where they
once spent countless nights craft-
ing together.

“Whenever | see that table, |
feel an indescribable sadness be-
cause that familiar figure will nev-
er appear there again,” she said.

Teoh with an extensive and colorful collection of traditional
Chinese dough sculptures. These intricately crafted figures
include zodiac animals, deities like the God of Wealth and a
large central character from the animated film ‘Ne Zha’.

She later realised that avoid-
ing the pain only made it worse
and chose instead to face her
grief and transform it into motiva-
tion to live fully.

She also revealed that before
his passing, Loh had told her not
to continue with dough art be-
cause of the physical demands
of the craft.

However, recalling her hus-
band’s persistence — espe-
cially during the movement con-

trol order when he spent his
free time crafting — she found
it hard to let go.

She stressed that their dough
art was never meant primarily for
profit but to create opportunities
for parents and children to bond
through hands-on activities.

As a mother of three, she be-
lieves childhood passes quickly
and hopes crafting together can
teach children patience and fo-
cus in a digjtal age.

THE Penang government has
reached a milestone in manag-
ing livestock waste in a sustain-
able and systematic manner.

This follows the launch of
a centralised biogas facility in
Kampung Valdor, South Se-
berang Perai District, which will
be a longterm solution to envi-
ronmental issues linked to pig
farming in the state.

“Today marks an important
day for Penang in our commit-
ment to resolving issues related
to the livestock industry in our
state,” Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow said during the facility
launch and site visit to Kampung
Valdor recently.

Chow stressed that the facil-
ity was more than just a waste
treatment centre.

“It is a solution to a long-
standing environmental issue.”

He noted that poor waste
management in the past had led
to broader social sensitivities.

“If not properly managed, it
can escalate into social sensitivi-
ties involving race and religion. At
its core, this is a land use and an
environmental issue. It has noth-
ing to do with race or religion.”

Chow said Penang has two
main pig farming areas, hamely
Kampung Valdor and Kampung
Selamat, and proper waste treat-
ment is crucial in both locations.

“This facility demonstrates
that with political will, technologj-

Penang moves to tackle pig farm pollution
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(From left) Penang Department of Irrigation and Drainage (DID) director Ooi Soon Lee, Phee, Fahmi,
Chan, Chow, Ganendra, Goh, Zairil, H'ng and Sundarajoo giving the thumbs up for the new facility.

cal solutions and cooperation
between the state government,
federal agencies and industry
players, we can create a sustain-
able pathway forward,” he said.

This facility, he added, would
help address problems like river
pollution, odour and fly infesta-
tion by ensuring waste is prop-
erly channelled and treated.

A similar facility will be de-
veloped at Kampung Selamat
where farm operators have
agreed to collaborate with the
project company.

He acknowledged that the Val-
dor project had taken many years
to reach this stage due to inter-
ruptions like Covid-19, the African
swine fever outbreak and the

need to obtain Environmental Inm-
pact Assessment (EIA) approval.

“As this is the first project of its
kind, additional time was needed
to explain the concept and ap-
proach to the authorities. It was a
learning process for everyone in-
volved, which is why it took longer
than expected,” he said.

“Now that the template is in
place, it will be easier to repli-
cate in other areas.”

Chow emphasised that the
project was fully financed by the
private sector.

“For decades, this was seen
purely as an environmental is-
sue. Because it was not managed
properly, it became a social issue.
Today, we are proving that with

proper governance and coopera
tion, we can resolve it,” he said.

He reiterated that pig farm-
ing activities would continue in
Penang.

“However, all operators
must comply with the law, land
use regulations and environ-
mental standards," he said.

Chow added that resolving
the issue was personally sig-
nificant to him.

“This is one issue | wanted
to resolve properly before |
retire. With this progress, we
are moving towards a lasting
solution for Penang,” he said.

Meanwhile, Deputy Agricul-
ture and Food Security Minister
Datuk Chan Foong Hin said the

ministry is developing a Pig Farm-
ing Industry Blueprint to provide
comprehensive guidelines for
the entire industry.

Separately, project proponent
Timeless Green Sdn Bhd direc-
tor Datuk Dr Dennis Ganendra
described the initiative as the re-
alisation of a long-held aim.

“Our team set out to tackle
one of the worst environmental
and social problems in the coun-
try and to improve it in a way
that was commercially viable by
generating green renewable en-
ergy,” he said.

Among those present during
the event were the then state
Agrotechnology, Food Security
and Cooperative Development
Committee chairman Fahmi
Zainol, state Local Govern-
ment, Town and Country Plan-
ning Committee chairman
H'ng Mooi Lye, who is Jawi
assemblyman, state Housing
and Environment Committee
chairman Datuk Seri Sundara-
joo Somu, state Infrastructure,
Transport and Digital Commit-
tee chairman Zairil Khir Johari,
assemblymen Goh Choon Aik
(Bukit Tambun), Phee Syn Tze
(Sungai Puyu), Joshua Woo
(Pulau Tikus) and state Veteri-
nary Services director Dr Saira
Banu Mohamed Rejab.



ARKING 40 years in
any endeavour is al-
ready an achievement

but being totally dedicated to
promoting an active lifestyle
is something else.

Such is the milestone
reached recently by the Penang
Forward Sports Club (PFSC).

Entrepreneur  Development
and Cooperatives Minister Ste-
ven Sim, who officiated the
monthly Tom Khoo Run at BSG
Galleria in Jalan Sultan Ahmad
Shah recently, praised PFSC for
being an example of longterm
determination and passion in
sports and community building.

“To keep a sports club run-
ning for almost 40 years re-
quires determination, discipline
and passion. Penang Forward
Sports Club has shown that
when you move forward consis-
tently, you can go far,” he said.

Sim, who described himself
as a runner, said the spirit of run-
ning reflected a broader life les-
son — that progress depends
on persistence and self-belief.

“Like running, the only thing
that can stop us from reach-
ing our destination is not other
people, but ourselves. As long
as we keep moving forward, we
will reach our goal,” Sim, who is
Bukit Mertajam MP, added.

He noted that sports events
like the Tom Khoo Run played

40 years of

promoting an

active Irfestyle

an important role in strengthen-
ing social harmony in Malaysia’s
multicultural society, pointing to
the diverse attire and festive at-
mosphere at the run.

“This is Penang and this is
Malaysia — colourful, inclusive
and united. Our diversity is our
strength, and sports brings
people together beyond race, re-
ligion or background,” Sim said.

Sim also commended the or-
ganisers for making the event ac-
cessible to the public, noting that
participation, rather than compe-
tition, was the main focus.

“When sports is open to every
one, we build a healthier society —
physically and socially,” he said.

Sim hoped Penang would
continue moving forward as a
progressive, harmonious state,
drawing parallels between the

club’s journey and the state’s
development.

“We cannot afford to move
backwards. A forward society is
one that keeps progressing —
in sports, in unity and in devel
opment,” he said.

PFSC chairman Datuk Lim
Choo Hooi said the club,
founded in 1986, has spent
four decades promoting com-
munity welfare and grassroots
sports without relying on gov-
ernment funding.

“We do not rely on govern
ment funding, and every ringgit is
raised through our own initiatives.
There is no material return, but
we continue because we believe
in giving back to society,” he said.

He said the monthly Tom
Khoo Run, launched six years
ago as a fully selffunded initia-
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Slm (Ieft) performing the tradltlonal eye—dottmg ceremony on a red

lion as Khoo (in white) looks on.

tive, was created to strength-
en family ties and encourage
healthy living among residents.

The Tom Khoo Run is one of
PFSC’s signature events and
continues to attract participants
of all ages, reinforcing its long-
standing commitment to pro-
moting healthy living and com-
munity engagement.

The Run is named after PFSC
adviser Khoo.

During the event, PFSC also
contributed RM10,000 to the

One Hope Charity and Welfare.

The chairman Datuk Chua
Sui Hau was present to receive
the mock cheque.

Among those present were
state Social Development, Non-
Islamic Religious Affairs and Wel-
fare Committee chairman Lim
Siew Khim, Penang State Sports
Council director Harry Chai, Pen-
ang Chinese Town Hall (PCTH)
chairman Tan Sri Dr Tan Khoon
Hai and Chinese vice-consul-gen-
eral in Penang Ding Qiao.

ABOUT 40 former state and
national  badminton  play-
ers gathered at a restaurant
along Chulia Street recently to
honour the coach who shaped
their journeys on and off the
court.

Now in its 10th year since
2017, the annual reunion
has brought together former
students of Khoo Tiang Oon,
a teacher-coach who devoted
28 years to teaching and a
further 12 years to lecturing
before retiring six years ago.

He is affectionately known as
“Sir” among his students.

The gathering has contin-
ued to grow over the years,
thanks largely to the stead-
fast efforts of Chan Boon
Chin, Beh Chor Kai and Lee
Chiao Mei, who have been
the pillars of strength behind
the initiative.

Chor Kai, 44, said the objective
of the Feb 14 gathering, which is
usually held during the Chinese
New Year period, is to show ap-
preciation for Tiang Oon’s servic-
es and contributions.

“We want to honour him for

the impactful role he pIayed in
our lives. Because of his dedica-
tion and the values he instilled
in us during training, we are
deeply touched.

“I remember one incident
when | lost in the quarter-
finals of an Under-12 badmin-
ton competition. | was very
sad and cried. Sir saw me,
consoled me and took me un-
der his wings. That was when
| realised what proper badmin-
ton training was really like. The
training was free of charge,”
Chor Kai recalled.

Through regular training,
Chor Kai improved and went
on to become the Penang
schools Under-15 doubles
champion with Tan Tong Hai
in 1996. They later won the
national schools (MSSM) Un-
der-18 doubles title in 1999.

In Chor Kai's case, the les-
sons he learnt have stood him
in good stead. He has been in-
volved in helping to develop a
badminton club in Guangzhou,
China — the Guangzhou De
Xing Badminton Club — for the
past seven years.

Former state and national badminton players coached by Tiang Oon (in light blue T-shirt, seated third
from right) celebrating their 10th reunion in his honour, flashing hand signs for 10.

Boon Chin, who played a
prominent role in bringing the
players together, described
Tiang Oon as helpful and caring.

“We appreciate all his sac-
rifices and friendship. We also
wish him good health,” said
Boon Chin, who used to travel
long distances during his school
days from Seberang Perai to at-
tend training on the island under
Tiang Oon’s guidance

Chiao Mei, a sports officer at
Universiti Sains Malaysia, is al
ways the livewire of the gathering.

“We just want to say thank

you to our Sir,” she quipped.

In a short speech at the gath-
ering, Tiang Oon expressed his
appreciation to the attendees for
making the reunion a success.

“I'm very grateful to all of
them. | took up coaching mainly
out of interest. They appreciate
what | have done and shared
with them, and that makes me
very happy,” he said.

During his career, Tiang Oon
held numerous positions, in-
cluding Penang Schools Sports
Council technical adviser for
badminton (18 years) and coach

for Tunas Cemerlang (15 years),
among others.

In 2004, he was awarded the
Jurulatih Berjasa by the Penang
State Sports Council.

Although no longer actively
coaching, Tiang Oon remains
involved in the sport. During the
recent Penang Badminton Asso-
ciation centennial celebration,
he served on the organising
committee and was the liaison
officer for former great Datuk
Yew Cheng Hoe, a member of
Malaysia’s  victorious 1967
Thomas Cup team.
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