__@PENANG

P

APRIL 16—30, 2026

uStory by Kevin Vimal

ENANG has once again proven
Pitself as a preferred investment

destination for both new and ex-
isting investors.

For 2025, the state recorded
RM22.4 billion in approved manufac-
turing investments, representing a 29
per cent increase compared to 2024.

In 2025, Penang ranked as the
third-highest contributor of approved
manufacturing investments nation-
wide, accounting for 17 per cent of
Malaysia’s total.

These investments span 232 proj-
ects and are expected to generate
24,633 new job opportunities.

This rise has continued into 2026
as Penang started the year strong as
Malaysia's top exporting state, contrib-
uting an impressive 44.2% to the na-
tion’s total exports in January 2026.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
stressed that Penang outperformed
Johor, Selangor, Sarawak and Kuala
Lumpur to claim the number one po-
sition, recording RM65 billion in ex-
ports, a remarkable 51.6% year-on-
year (YoY) growth.

“In January 2026, Malaysia record-
ed a total trade of RM272.4 billion,
representing a 24.1% increase com-
pared to the same period last year,
with export growth of 19.6%.

“Among the five leading states con-
tributing to national exports, Penang
surpassed all others and emerged as
the top exporting state in Malaysia.

“Penang recorded RM65 billion in
exports with a 51% growth compared
to last year. These are figures we are
extremely proud of,” he said at a re-
cent press conference in Komtar.

Nationally, Malaysia registered total
exports of RM146.9 billion in January
2026, an increase of RM24.1 billion,
out of which Penang was the largest
contributor, accounting for RM22.1 bil-
lion of the total rise.
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A graphic depicting approved manufacturing figures in Penang for the year 2025.

Penang also emerged as Malaysia’s
largest importing state, command-
ing a 25.8% share of total imports,
ahead of Selangor (25.1%) and Johor
(21.7%), with imports increasing by
RM3.7 billion year-on-year.

National imports stood at RM125.5
billion in January 2026, rising by
RM®6.3 billion year-on-year.

Approved manufacturing foreign di-
rect investment (FDI) in 2025 amount-
ed to RM15.2 billion, representing 68
per cent of Penang’'s total approved
manufacturing investments.

The state also ranked among the
top three recipients of manufacturing
FDI in Malaysia, contributing 15 per
cent of the nation’s total.

.. the state has
continued to
attract quality
Investments
- CHOW

Singapore, the United States,
and China emerged as the top three
sources of FDI, collectively accounting
for 57 per cent of Penang’s total ap-
proved manufacturing FDI.

On the domestic front, Penang re-
corded RM7.2 billion in approved
manufacturing investments, repre-
senting 32 per cent of the state’s to-
tal and more than double the amount
recorded in the previous year.

Investment activities were largely
concentrated in Penang’'s promoted
sectors, namely Electrical & Electron-
ics (E&E), Machinery & Equipment
(M&E), and Chemicals & Chemical
Products, which together accounted
for 81 per cent of total approved in-
flows in 2025.

Of these, 52 per cent were new
projects, while the remainder were
expansion projects, highlighting Pen-
ang’s dual strength in attracting new
investors while enabling existing com-
panies to scale their operations.

* Turn to pg 3
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Eight-minute

cross-channel ride

=Story by Kevin Vimal

MERE eight minutes
Afrom Penang Sentral to
Komtar?

As unbelievable as it may
sound, that will be the norm
when the upcoming Penang
Light Rail Transit (LRT) Mutiara
Line begins operations.

This is a stark improvement
compared to current peak-hour
journeys which can be anything
up to an hour by car via the
bridge, 95 minutes by bus via
the bridge and 10 to 15 min-
utes by ferry.

It will be a seamless journey,
thanks to a 6km marine bridge
linking Seberang Perai to Pen-
ang Island.

Backed by a federal funding
ceiling of RM16.8 billion, the
project is set to significantly
ease road congestion while of-
fering a fast, reliable and consis-
tent alternative to daily commut-
ers travelling between the island
and mainland.

According to MRT Corp, the

LRT Mutiara Line will not only
shorten travel duration but also
provide consistent commute
times, a critical advantage for
road users long affected by
congestion.

"Construction of the Penang
South Island (PSI) to Komtar
stretch began in July 2025, with
early works such as utility relo-
cation, tree clearing and road
widening already underway,” a
spokesman for MRT Corp told
Buletin Mutiara.

Heavy construction is sched-
uled to commence in the second
quarter of 2026, while works for
the Penang Sentral-Macallum
segment are expected to begin
in the third quarter of 2027.

"The entire line is targeted
for completion and full opera-
tions by December 2031,” the
spokesman added.

Designed as a key transport
backbone, Penang Sentral will
serve as a multimodal hub in-
tegrating KTM, ferry and bus
services, further strengthening
its role as the main gateway to

the island.

To support this, about 1,000
additional parking bays and im-
proved pedestrian connectivity
will be introduced.

Ridership is projected to
reach 37,000 passengers daily
upon launch, rising significantly
to 232,000 by 2061, based on
industry-standard modelling and
transport data analysis.

Beyond mobility, the project
is expected to drive economic
integration between the island
and mainland by improving
workforce movement, reduc-
ing travel time and creating
new business opportunities
along the corridor.

Commuters can expect trav-
el times of 40 minutes to the
Bayan Lepas Free Industrial
Zone and 45 minutes to the
Penang International Airport
from Penang Sentral, further
enhancing connectivity across
key economic hubs.

Current travel times between
Penang Sentral and Bayan
Lepas can take at least one

hour depending on mode of
transport and traffic conditions.

The marine bridge, designed
at a height of 62 metres above
sea level, will feature two navi-
gation spans to ensure unin-
terrupted maritime activities,
including port operations and
ferry services.

Environmental considerations
have also been addressed,
with the Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) for the PSI
to Komtar stretch already ap-
proved, while the Macallum—Pen-
ang Sentral alignment is current-
ly undergoing public inspection.

Artist’s impression of an LRT
train in a cross-link between the
mainland and the island.

Safety remains a top prior-
ity, with the bridge engineered
to withstand strong winds, high
waves and tidal currents, along-
side comprehensive marine risk
assessments to ensure safe
navigation during both construc-
tion and operations.

As Penang continues its
push towards a more sustain-
able and efficient transport
system, the LRT Mutiara Line
stands out as a transforma-
tive initiative that promises to
reshape the state’s urban mo-
bility while benefiting both road
users and the wider public.

PSDC’s Al moves to accelerate digital t

THE Penang Skills Development
Centre (PSDC) marked a signifi-
cant milestone recently with the
official launch of the Al for Manu-
facturing Program (AIMP) and the
Al Sandbox for Industries.

The two initiatives, spearhead-
ed by PSDC alongside key indus-
try and technology partners, are
designed to accelerate the adop-
tion of artificial intelligence (Al)
across the manufacturing sector.

These initiatives should en-
sure Penang remains as a com-
petitive and lucrative area for
investment on the global market.

AIMP is a structured upskill-
ing initiative designed to equip
manufacturing professionals with
practical Al and data analytics
competencies.

The programme focuses on
applied use cases within indus-
trial environments, including pre-
dictive maintenance, quality opti-
misation and datadriven manu-
facturing decision-making.

Scheduled to run from April to
December, the programme tar-
gets the participation of at least
200 manufacturing professionals
from Malaysiaregistered manu-

facturing firms.

PSDC Management Council
chairman Datuk Solomon Lor-
thu said the programme adopts
a cofunding model to encourage
industry participation.

“The initiative is supported
by Silicon Island Development,
which sponsors half of the pro-
gramme fee to strengthen Pen-
ang'’s talent pipeline for nextgen-
eration advanced manufacturing
industries.

“By building Al capabilities
within the local workforce, the
initiative also enhances Silicon
Island’s attractiveness as a desti-
nation for highvalue manufactur-
ing investments.

“The remaining programme
fees may be claimed by eligible
companies through HRD Corp,”
he said.

Meanwhile, Silicon Island
Development Sdn Bhd chief ex-
ecutive officer Datuk Szeto Wai
Loong said Silicon Island is de-
signed to support the next wave
of high-value manufacturing in-
vestments.

“As Al reshapes the manu-
facturing industry, demand for

highly skilled engineering talent
will surge.

“Through our partnership with
PSDC, we are strengthening the
talent pipeline to support future
investments while ensuring Ma-
laysian talent remains globally
competitive,” he said.

For the Al Sandbox initiative,
Solomon said PSDC is partnering
with SNS Network (M) Sdn Bhd
to establish the Al Sandbox for
Industries.

“The Al Sandbox for Industries
is a dedicated facility that pro-
vides manufacturers with access
to high-performance GPU (graph-
ics processing unit) computing
infrastructure,” he said.

ransformation in manufacturing

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
who officiated the programme at
PSDC in Bayan Lepas, said the
initiatives reflect the state govern-
ment’s commitment to advancing
Industry 4.0 readiness and ensur-
ing Penang remains competitive
as a global hub for electronics,
semiconductor and automation
equipment manufacturing.

“Companies that successfully
adopt Al will be able to improve
productivity, strengthen innova-
tion, and remain competitive in
global supply chains. Those that
delay may find it harder to keep
pace,” he said.

According to Chow, the future
of manufacturing will be more

o\

intelligent, more connected and
increasingly powered by Al.

“Penang’s direction is clear:
we aim to move further up the
value chain, from manufacturing
excellence to leadership in intel-
ligent manufacturing.

“The launch of the Al for
Manufacturing Program and the
Al Sandbox sends a clear signal
that Penang is ready for this next
chapter,” he said.

Also present were PSDC chief
executive officer Dr Hari Naray-
anan, SNS Network (M) Sdn Bhd
enterprise sales director Adrian
Goo and Siemens Malaysia pres-
ident and chief executive officer
Tindaro Danze.
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TOTAL of 10 acres
Aof land, valued at RM-

40mil, has been allo-
cated for the Automation, Test
and Equipment (ATE) Campus
in Batu Kawan.

The campus will serve as a
hub for local and foreign compa-
nies in the sector.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow described the collabora-
tion between InvestPenang and
local companies in the state as
exciting, noting that the state,
through Penang Development
Corporation (PDC), is supporting
the initiative.

Chow emphasised that build-
ing local capabilities will be a
gradual process.

“The question now is whether
local players can meet these
requirements. This will develop
step by step,” he said.

He highlighted the experience
of Penang’'s local companies,
some of which have been oper-
ating for 30 to 35 years, while
others have around 20 years of
experience.

“They can continue to grow
further and support the ecosys-
tem,” Chow added.

He underlined the govern-
ment’s goal of fostering a stron-
ger local role in industrialisation
and manufacturing.

“Otherwise, we will forever be
reliant on foreign capital alone,”
he said, adding that foreign in-
vestment also benefits from lo-
cal support, which remains Pen-
ang’s strength.

The initiative, Chow said,
aims to unify the ATE subsector
across the supply chain, hoping
all local companies can work to-
gether to grow the sector.

Recalling earlier efforts,

he pointed to the 2024 IC de-
sign initiative, which aimed to
strengthen the full supply chain.

“With this, we hope to attract
more investments and train tal
ent over the next few years to fill
the gaps, so our supply chain be-
comes more complete,” he said.

“We are now ready to intro-
duce this initiative and create op-
portunities for local players,” he
affirmed.

Meanwhile, InvestPenang
chief executive officer Datuk
Loo Lee Lian said the proposed
10-acre site in Batu Kawan is
intended to house a future cam-
pus that will serve as a hub for
the ATE ecosystem.

She said the campus would
bring together local ATE com-
panies and potentially foreign
firms to collaborate with local
organisations.

“It will serve as an innovation
and collaboration centre for the
ATE ecosystem,” she said.

Loo added that collaboration
among industry players had al
ready begun even before the con-
struction of a physical campus.

“For example, the Penang Skills
Development Centre (PSDC) has
provided us with a room to house
our lab, so we are using existing
facilities first before planning the
physical campus,” she said.

She said dedicated campus
will take two to three years to be
completed.

“In the meantime, we want to
work together first and also test
our collaboration model. This is
a new initiative, and as we move
along, we will learn what works
and what is needed,” she said.

Loo also said the initiative

10 acres for ATE Campus

(Seated, front row, from left) Mong, Lacey, Chow, Loo and Herold in a group photo with other

stakeholders and guests at the event.

would seek funding support
from the federal government.

She said the team is cur-
rently working out the details,
including funding requirements
for a shared laboratory, training
programmes, and collaboration
costs between multinational
companies and local firms.

“There may also be shared
equipment costs, and we hope
agencies such as the Interna-
tional Trade and Industry Min-
istry (Miti) or the Malaysian In-
vestment Development Author-
ity (Mida) can help fund some of
these expenses,” she said.

Loo said the team hopes to
present its proposal to the federal
government, including Mida and
national sovereign fund Khazanah,
by May or June once the funding
requirements are finalised.

“This is similar to what we
did previously for the IC design
initiative. We will first complete
our homework and prepare a de-

tailed proposal before present-
ing it,” she said.

She added that the team is
mindful of ensuring prudent use
of funds and adopting the most
optimal approach when imple-
menting the initiative.

Among those present at the

event were Sandisk Advanced
Packaging Development and
Technology Excellence senior
director Derek Mong, Osram Ex-
ternal Affairs director Dr David
Lacey and and B Braun Process

and Project Engineering vice-
president Dr Andreas Herold.

Pivotal role of Penang’s strong industrial ecosystem

* Ffrom pg 1

Chow attributed the out-
standing performance to the
collective strength of Penang’s
industrial ecosystem.

“I would like to take this
opportunity to express my ap-
preciation to all exporting in-
dustries in Penang, the various
chambers of commerce, indus-
try associations and all stake-
holders who have contributed
to this excellent performance.

“As a state government, our
role is to ensure that we pro-
vide strong support for indus-
tries and businesses so they
can continue achieving strong
results,” he said.

Amid global uncertainties,
including evolving trade dynam-
ics and tariff developments,
Penang has continued to dem-
onstrate resilience in sustain-
ing investor interest.

“The state government
remains committed to work-
ing closely with its partners
to ensure Penang continues
to provide a conducive and
competitive environment for
investment.”

In a clear signal of sus-
tained investor confidence,
Chow revealed that he person-
ally met potential investors re-
cently at Komtar together with
InvestPenang, despite usually

not being directly involved in
negotiations.

“Due to their tight sched-
ule, they requested to meet
me together with InvestPen-
ang to discuss their expan-
sion plans in Penang.

“Within just 30 minutes of
discussion, we reached an
agreement for them to pur-
chase five acres of industrial
land in Batu Kawan Phase 3
to expand their factory opera-
tions in Penang.

“This is a clear example
that Penang’s economy is very
vibrant, supported by global
conditions that are favourable
to Malaysia,” he said.

Get set for Penang Hill trail run

ABOUT 1,000
participants  are
expected to take
part in the 11th ¥
edition of the Pen-
ang Hill Heritage
Forest Challenge |
(PHHFC) on Aug &
16, says state
Youth, Sports and |
Health Committee
chairman  Daniel
Gooi.

Gooi (pix) said
the annual trail run, organised by
Penang Hill Corporation (PHC),
offers participants the oppor-
tunity to explore the evergreen
trails of Penang Hill while testing
their endurance across challeng-
ing terrain.

“PHC has evolved from a
modest initiative aimed at bring-
ing people closer to nature into
a signature event that unites trail
runners and outdoor enthusiasts
through a shared appreciation
for Penang Hill,” he said at a
press conference recently.

The race, Gooi added, will
feature two categories, namely
an 8km and a 15km route, both
starting from the exit of the City
Park car park next to SJK (T) Azad
and ending at the Angsana Stage
at the hilltop.

Registration for the event is
open until June 30, with early

bird rates offered
until April 30.
“Participants
aged 15 and
above, both local
and international,
are eligible to
register, with last
year's edition
attracting 853
runners from 18
countries, reflect-
ing its growing
global  appeal,”

he said.
Gooi said the state govern-

ment remains supportive of
programmes that integrate rec-
reation with conservation to en-
sure Penang’s natural heritage is
preserved for future generations.

He added that his office is
among the sponsors of the
event, reflecting its commitment
to environmental preservation
and promoting a healthy, active
lifestyle.

He said the event will be man-
aged by Endurance Nature Sdn
Bhd, with participants receiving
race kits, T-shirts and finisher
medals upon completion within
the stipulated time.

Also present was PHC general
manager Datuk Cheok Lay Leng.

For more information, visit
https://cps4.me/penang-hill-
heritage-forest-challenge-2026
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PUBLICITY AND PUBLIC

PARTICIPATION
%~ OF THE DRAFT LOCAL PLAN

Publicity & Public Participation Date:
30 MARCH 2026 UNTIL 8 MAY 2026

The Publicity and Public Participation programme for the Draft
Penang Silicon Island Local Plan (RTPSI) 2050 is conducted
te inform and provide opportunities for the public and
stakeholders to review and submit representations on the
proposed development direction, land use zoning, and
planning control measures for Silicon Island City up to
2050, in accordance with the provisions of the Town and
Country Planning Act 1876 (Act 172).

The Draft RTPSI 2050 is prepared to support the realization of
the Penang2030 Vision by adopting best urban design
practices, incorporating Environmental, Social and
Governance (ESG) principles, promoting public transport
usage towards a 70:30 modal split, aligning with the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), and
implementing Low Carbon City development initiatives.

Revolution of the Penang Silicon Island Local
Plan (RTPSI) 2050
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Brief Information on the RTPSI 2050
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Overall Framework of Vision and Principal Development Strategies for PSI

PENANG2030 VISION
“A Family-Focused Green and Smart State that
Inspires the Nation™

A Dynamic and Resilient

Sustainability and
Wellbeing

Inclusive Development

PSI VISION 2050 : “Towards Smart, Sustainable, and Resilient t”

2 Mobility ﬁ 3 Community

THRUST 1 THRUST 2 THRUST 3
Smart Economy Smart Smart Living
Environment
THRUST 1

51 : The 4.0 Industrial Revelution is Supported by Focusing on the
Electrical & Electronics (E&E) Sector Through the Development of
a Green Tech Park.
£2 : The Heart of the |sland (HOTI) as a Mew leonic Destination
with a Distinctive Penang Identity.

53 : Introducing the Tourism Sector as one of the Key Catalysts
for Commercial Activities in PS| Development,

54 : Land Provision for the Mew State Administration Centre
(SAC) as a Smart Administrative Hub for Penang.

55 : Regulation of Digital Commercial Advertising Display in PSI
Development,

THRUST 2
1 : Preparation of & Sensitive Environmental Area Availability Plan
for the maintenance and conservation of KSAS areas.
52 : Management and Conservation of Marine Resources in the
Vicinity of the PSI Development Area,

53 : Preparation of Integrated Management Plans for Coastal
Areas, Sea Level Rise Adaptation, and Flood Control Measures,

THRUST 3

1 : Efficient Management of Land Uise in Guiding and
Controlling Development Activilies.
52 : Implementation of Adaptive Development Contrel Parameters
in Guiding Urban Development Towards a Smart City Framework.
53 : Integration of Biodiversity Elements into Development Planning.

54 : Management and Regulation of Activities within the Territorial

Waters of the P51 Development Area.

55 : Implementation of Flexible Land Use Strategies through the
Reassessment of Unsold State Government Development Parcels.
56 : The Development of Surrounding Villages Shall Be Strategically
Planned in an Integrated and Coordinated Manner in Alignment with
the PSI Development.

THRUST 4

51 : Adequate, High-Quality, and Smart Community Facilities Shall
Be Strategically Planned and Equitably Distributed to Meet
Population Demands and Promote Social Well-Being

32 : Priortizing the Provision of Sufficient, High-Quality, and
Affordable Housing for All Levels of Society is Essential to ensuring
a Livable, Inclusive, and Sustainable community.

E3 : Providing Conducive Worker Accommodation to Attract
Skilled Talent.

4k 4} Resiliency 5 sustainability

THRUST 5
THRUST 4 Smart THRUST &
Smart Community  |nfrastructure and Smart
Mobility Governance

THRUST 5

51 : Implementation of the No-Dig Policy and Dedicated Utility
Corridors will Ensure Efficient and Sustainable Infrastructure
Management.

52 : Developing a Robust and Smart Electricity Grid to Provide an
Ample Supply for Current and Future Demand.

53 : Enhancing Water Supply Systems to Ensure a Sufficient,
Reliable, and Sustainable Water Provision for All.

54 : Developing Resilient and Innovative Drainage Solutions to
Ensure Long-Term Flood Mitigation and Public Safety.

55 : Developing Integrated, Eco-Friendly Drainage Systems to Foster
Sustainable and Resilient Urban Growth,

56 : Upgrading Communication and ICT Infrastructure by Adaopting
Smart Technology Systems to Ensure a Future-Ready Network.

5T : Implementing Innovative and Eco-Friendly Waste Management
Systerms to Ensure Efficient and Sustainable Urban Living.

58 : The Provision of Efficient Transport Systems and Smart Urban
Mobility to Support Sustainable, Inclusive, and Well-Connected
Development.
THRUST 6 e

51 : Systematizing the Alignment of Planning Structures and
Governance to Streamline PS| Development.

£2 : Establishing a City Management Unit (CMU) to Provide a
Centralized Platform for Integraled, Efficient, and Smart Urban
Governance.

53: Expediting Development Plan Approvals Through the Silicon Island
Green Lane (SIGL) to Foster a More Transparent and Integrated
Management Framework.

54 : The Establishment of a City Command Centre (CCC) will Centralize
PSI Data, Enabling Real-Time, Coordinated, and Data-Driven Urban
Managemaent

55 : Ensuring Full Compliance with the Development Strategles and
Guidelines Established within the RTPE1 2050 Local Plan Framework.

56 : The Implementation of Smart Community Facility Management
will Ensure the Long-Term Social Well-Being of the Community.

5T : Executing and Closely Monitoring the Soclal impact Managemant
Flan (SIMP) to ensure the Sustainable and Equitable Development of P51
58 : The Implementation of the Low Carbon City Framéwork [LCCF) Shall
be Strictly aligned with ESG principles to ensure Sustainable Urban Growth.
59 : Implementation of GecBIM Digital Flan.

510 : Strengthening Inter-Agency Coordination to Streamline
Maintenance Efforts and Maximize Operational Efficlency.

511 : The Branding of Silicon |sland must Reflect its Idenlity as a
Distinctive and Prominent Destination, ensuring that PS1 achieves its
Full Patental as a World-Class Investment and Lifestyle Hub.
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HIEF Minister Chow
Kon Yeow is confident
his administration’s

lasting legacy will be the
strengthening of water supply
resilience in Penang.

Speaking at a dinner hosted
by the Real Estate and Housing
Developers’ Association Malay-
sia (Rehda) Penang recently,
Chow said while infrastructure
projects like the Penang LRT
Mutiara Line would play a major
role in the state’s future, ensur-
ing a sustainable and reliable
water supply for Penangites
would ultimately define his ad-
ministration’s contribution.

“I may not be able to deliver
all the transportation projects
that people hope for. Perhaps
the LRT will be the saving grace
for my legacy.

“But | believe my administra-
tion’s real legacy will be ensur-
ing water supply resilience in the
state. This is even more impor-
tant,” he said.

According to Chow, Penang
has faced significant challenges
over the past few years, includ-
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ing issues with raw water supply,
treatment capacity, distribution
networks and non-revenue water.

To address these challenges,
the state’s water operator, the
Penang Water Supply Corpora-
tion (PBAPP), has implemented
the Water Contingency Plan
2030 (WCP 2030) to diversify
water sources and reduce reli-
ance on the state’s primary raw
water source, the Sungai Muda.

Chow noted that although the
river remains a shared water
source with neighbouring Ke-
dah, it will continue to play an
important role in Penang’'s wa-
ter supply strategy.

Among the projects currently
underway is the construction of
a new barrage downstream of
the existing structure on Sungai
Muda to increase water reten-
tion capacity.

The project will allow the
state to store higher water
levels and extract more raw
water for treatment before it
flows into the sea.

“The purpose of the new
barrage is to regulate water
flow from upstream and allow
us to store more water. If we

Legacy of water security

... My administration’s real

legacy will be ensuring water

supply resilience — Chow

do not capture it, the water
will simply flow into the sea,”
he said.

Another key component of
the strategy involves optimising
the use of the Mengkuang Dam.

Previously designated as a
strategic reserve dam for emer-
gencies, the state has now de-
veloped a new water treatment
plant near the dam to increase
Penang'’s treatment capacity.

The project, expected to be
completed next year, will allow
treated water to be supplied di-
rectly from Mengkuang Dam,
while preserving its role as a stra-
tegic reserve in times of crisis.

The state is also exploring
new raw water sources, including
the Sungai Kerian, where stud-
ies indicate that the river may
yield more than 200 million litres
per day (MLD) of raw water.

Based on the findings, plans
are underway to construct a

114 MLD water treatment fa-
cility to tap the river as an ad-
ditional source.

Chow added that these ef-
forts will be complemented by
the proposed Perak-Penang Wa-
ter Supply Scheme, which aims
to further strengthen Penang’s
long-term water security.

He hoped that shareholders
of PBA would approve the pro-
posal at an upcoming extraordi-
nary general meeting, paving the
way for formal agreements with
the Perak state government.

“Through these initiatives, we
want to ensure that Penang re-
mains resilient in terms of water
supply and prepared for future
growth,” he said.

Earlier in his speech, Chow
noted that Penang continues to
demonstrate strong economic
fundamentals, with RM23 bil-
lion in investments secured last
year and sustained growth in its

industrial ecosystem.

He also noted that the north-
ern region recorded more than
RM37 billion in property transac-
tions, with Penang accounting for
the largest share of the value.

Chow thanked Rehda Penang
for its longstanding partnership
with the state government, not-
ing that collaboration between
the public and private sectors
remains important in shaping
sustainable urban development.

“Through continuous dia-
logue and cooperation, we can
ensure that Penang continues
to grow as a vibrant, sustainable
and livable state,” he added.

Also present were state Local
Government, Town and Country
Planning Committee chairman
Jason H’ng Mooi Lye, Penang Is-
land City Council (MBPP) mayor
Datuk A. Rajendran, and Rehda
Penang chairman Datuk Khoo
Teck Chong.

WITH Penang synonymous for
pioneering initiatives, the Pen-
ang Tamil Schools Special Com-
mittee has launched the state’s
firstever programme to pro-
vide tables and chairs to Tamil
schools.

State Housing and Environ-
ment Committee chairman Da-
tuk Seri Sundarajoo Somu, who
also heads the committee, said
a total of 2,433 sets of tables
and chairs, costing RM345,486,
will be distributed to all 28 Tamil
schools in Penang.

According to Sundarajoo, the
distribution will be carried out in
phases to ensure the process
runs smoothly and meets the
needs of every school.

“The tables and chairs in
most of the schools need re-
placement, and this issue was
raised by our committee’s vice-
chairman, Bagan Dalam assem-
blyman YB K. Kumaran.

“For phase 1, a total of 500
sets of tables and chairs are be-
ing distributed today, covering
Tamil schools in the Northeast
and Southwest districts,” Sun-
darajoo said during his speech
at the phase 1 distribution cer-
emony at SJKT Subramaniya
Barathee on Feb 27.

Penang Tamil schools set fo

Sundarajoo added that the
Malaysian Indian Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (MICCI)
Penang will be contributing a to-
tal of 60 air conditioners, with
two units to be distributed to
each school.

Another aspect that the com-
mittee will be focusing on is the
spiritual development of stu-
dents, in line with the first prin-
ciple of the Rukun Negara, which
emphasises belief in God.

Besides that, Sundarajoo,
who is also the Perai assembly-
man, highlighted the importance
of transparency in school admin-
istration.

He said a course will be ar
ranged in collaboration with the
Malaysian Anti-Corruption Com-
mission (MACC) for members of
the school boards of governors
(LPS) and parentteacher asso-

ciations (PTAs).
Sundarajoo added that
Tamil school headmasters

had previously attended a
similar course.

Meanwhile, Kumaran em-
phasised the importance of
upgrading infrastructure to

. {14 5y ._.H'::-'
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Kumaran (second from left) and Sundarajoo, accompanied by the school’s board of governors

r positive transformation

chairman Datuk J.Govindasamy (left), visiting one of the classrooms at SJKT Subramaniya Barathee.

create a more conducive learn-
ing environment for students,
while also highlighting the
need to equip Tamil schools
with tablets to advance digital
learning.

“Under the leadership of
Datuk Seri Sundarajoo, ev-
ery suggestion is not only
welcomed but thoughtfully
enhanced and elevated to an

even greater level.

“We only expect one thing
from you (headmasters), which is
to take Tamil education and our
students to greater heights,” he
said, while emphasising drone,
Al, and robotics learning.

Kumaran also encouraged
Tamil schools to actively utilise
the programmes conducted by
the Penang Science Cluster and

to benefit from them.

Speaking about the distri-
bution of chairs and tables to
schools, Kumaran said that
Penang has nearly 5,000 Tamil
school students.

He added that under this pro-
gramme, tables and chairs will be
replaced for half of the students
this year, and the remaining half
will be replaced next year.
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APRIL 16 — 30, 2026
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jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my F) 04-2618715 Kieescogmail.com - Vis MU G e e Yusels m
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nOZsUngaibUyU@gmail.com (012 5 50 || f& Kumeresan A/l Aromugam ) 64748 104
N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
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Pertandingan Melukis Poster - 2/2026 1 ELIELN

Pertama: RM700
Kedua: RM500
Ketiga: RM300
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Berumur 13 tahun dan ke atas. Tarikh Fﬂ'ﬂdﬂan: 1 Apﬂl - 30 Jun 2026
. Peraduan dibuka dari 1 April 2024 hingga 30 Jun 2026.
. Bebas menggunakan sebarang jenis bahan mewarna.
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SENARAI NAMA AHLIMAJLIS SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWNARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MBSP 2026
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MBSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
ﬁgm%d Rizal Abd. 019 - 464 6696 1. Yeap Choon Keong Seberang Perai Penyelia 013 - 449 0366
Utara Bahagian
Anuar Yussoff 016 -461 6390 Kewarganegaraan
2. K. Velan Seberang Perai 018 -394 4537
Chang Kim Joo 016 - 436 9268 (Pegawai Pembantu) Selatan . )
Pejabat Bahagian
Chong Wei Hoong 012 - 484 9693 3. Joseph Tan Seberang Perai Kewa;garfgaiza%glﬁ?:;{nang, 012 - 470 3880
(Pegawai Pembantu) Tengah ingkat 44,
Ratuk Mohd Noor 019 -4731172 4. | K. Dasirani Timur Laut N. Vasanthakumari 012 - 412 2375
(Pegawai Pembantu) (Pembantu Tadbir)
R 04 - 650 5105
SD(;:;LUK Mohd Zaidi Hali 019 - 431 3333 5. Ay Yap See Barat Daya 011-5313 6188

(Pegawai Pembantu)

Nota:

Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.

SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

MBPP 2026

Nama

Telefon

Hasrul Husin 010-379 7729
Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 - 261 2460
Lim Chee Chien 012 - 521 9894
Lim Eng Nam 016 - 411 4400

MBPP

04 - 259 2020

Alan Lim Wei Lun

017 - 343 3995

Linda Ng Kerh Wei

011-11448393

Chan Soon Aun

012 - 4850728

Dato’ Haji Abdul Razak Abdul 012 - 464 6277
Rahman
David Chen Wooi Teong 012-492 1114

Linggeswaran a/l 013 - 419 9071
Charmar
Muhamad Suzuki 011-1119 4419

Ahmad

Deenadayalan a/l Kandiah

019 - 473 9895

Ngoh Cheng Hai

017 -979 0933

Dr. Mohd Suhairi Arumugam
Abdullah

016 - 521 3369

Foo Yu Keong 012 - 455 0074
Haji Mohamed Yusoff 019-4138114
Mohamed Noor

Koay Gaik Kee 016 - 447 5088

Lee Seng Hwai

016 - 440 6798

Lee Wei Seang

012 - 452 8305

Manimaran a/l Samba Sivam

016 - 438 3437

Mohamad Khairani Abdul
Shukor

019 - 594 4533

Ooi Yong Wooi 016 -421 1196
Ponnudurai a/I 012 - 423 3578
V Anthony Srinvasagam

Predeeb Kumar a/l 016 - 498 5421
Kalidass

Tan Chee Teong 012-4017718
Teh Chuann Yien 010 - 441 7749

Mohd Aidil Fitri lbrahim

019 - 443 2088

Muhammad Khairul Mohd Ali

012 - 542 0520

Yeoh Kim Kim

012 - 428 6438

Muhamad Nayim Othuman
Mydin

017 - 465 4947

Muhammad Adzlan Adzhar

017 - 3350030

Ooi Mei Mei 011 - 1443 8734
Rohaizat Hamid 019 -5100075
Tan May Peng 016 - 461 3511

Tan Soo Siang

012-4752453

Yoganragj Thever a/l 012 - 444 5675
Kathiravelu

Zainuddin Mohamed 012 - 479 4200
Zulkifli Md. Yusop 016 - 432 0789
Zulkiply Ishak 013 - 431 6161

Theng Jie Wey 016-4187108
Visvenathan a/l Tangavello 019 -488 1010
Zuraida Mohamad Arshad 019 - 464 3674
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T was a routine game of bad-
Iminton which turned into a

fight for survival when a man
collapsed on the court.

However, swift action by his
friends, the availability of an
automated external defibrillator
(AED) and timely medical inter-
vention saved his life.

Factory engineer Jacky Ooi
Say Sye, 40, collapsed while
picking up a shuttlecock with
his racquet at a condominium
badminton facility in Paya Teru-
bong last August.

He was about to play his third
game after a short breather.

While some teammates ini-
tially thought he was playing a
prank, as Jacky was known for
his playful nature, his captain,
Kor Chee Huat, sensed some-
thing amiss and rushed over.

Realising the seriousness of
the situation, the group sprang
into action. One player imme-
diately began cardiopulmonary
resuscitation (CPR), another
ran to retrieve the AED, while
another called 999 for an am-
bulance.

Jacky was rushed by am-
bulance to Penang Hospital,
where he was warded for a day
before being transferred to Is-
land Hospital.

There, he was first treated
by consultant cardiologist Dr
Chong Chu Ling, followed by
cardiothoracic surgeon Dr So-
theenathan Krishinan, or better
known as Dr Sothee.

After investigations revealed
a 100% blockage in a crucial
artery, Chong advised Jacky
to undergo surgery, which he
agreed to.

The case was then referred
to Sotheenathan, who success-
fully performed a single bypass
operation using a minimally in-
vasive technigue, which is an
open-heart surgery done via
a mini thoracotomy, resulting
in less rib spreading, reduced
muscle trauma and faster re-

Jacky (fourth from left) holding the hands of Sotheenathan and Chong in gratitude for the successful medical treatment and guidance
they provided. Also present are Jacky’s friends — Han Seng (left), Sin Hoon (second from left) and Chun Hua (right).

fewer than one out of

covery. This newer approach
involves a smaller incision com-
pared with conventional open-
heart surgery via sternotomy.

As Jacky required only a sin-
gle bypass, an artery from with-
in the chest was used, eliminat-
ing the need to harvest a
vein from the leg.

The operation took
about five hours.

“I'm very thankful to
be alive again. Accord-
ing to my friends, my
heart stopped beating
for about two minutes.
| don’'t want to die at
such a young age.
There are still so many
things | want to accom-
plish in life,” Jacky said
in an interview with Bu-
letin Mutiara.

“l have two young
children — my daugh-
ter is in Standard One
and my son is in Form
Five. If | were to leave
now, it would be a huge
burden for my wife to
raise them alone. |
also still have career
goals and want to travel to plac-
es like Japan and Taiwan.”

During the interview, Jacky
was accompanied by his bad-
minton buddies Loh Sin Hoon,
Quah Chun Hua and Loh Hang
Seng, all of whom played cru-
cial roles in saving his life.

“They are my true heroes.
They kept saying positive things
to me. Because they were so
determined to keep me alive, |
held on. | would have died with-
out them,” Jacky said.

Based on a study on out-of-
hospital cardiac arrest cases
across several cities in Sar-
awak, Penang and the Klang

“100 patients survives

- Chong on out-of-hospital

cardiac arrest cases

ﬁ AED |

Knowing how to use an AED can
be the difference between life
and death in an emergency.
Valley between 2010 and
2019, Chong said only 0.7% of
patients were discharged from
the hospital alive.

“That means fewer than one
out of 100 patients survives.
He is very lucky,” he said.

Chong stressed the impor-
tance of performing CPR within
three to four minutes, using an
AED promptly and ensuring a
rapid emergency response to
transport patients to the hospi-
tal for advanced treatment.

He noted that Penang’s
emergency response time of

about 15 minutes is
very good and com-
mended the state
government’s  initia-
tive to make Penang
a “heartsafe city” by
introducing AEDs in
2015.

“There are now
probably more than
1,000 AEDs in com-
mercial and recreation-
al areas, which may
have increased survival
rates to about three per
cent,” he said.

Chong advised indi-
viduals who have previ-

J,»_'_/ ously collapsed to avoid

strenuous exercise,

] watch their diet, take

A s prescribed medication

and quit smoking.

“Too much exercise is
not good. Mild to moderate ex-
ercise gives you the same ben-
efits as training for a triathlon,”
he said.

Sotheenathan, a former
president of the Lions Club of
Penang Rising Star, believes
strongly in building trust with
patients.

“It's important to win every
patient’s heart. You must break
down barriers if you sincerely
want to help. The communica-
tion and connectivity must be
there; that is my approach to all
my patients,” he said.

He also reminded the public

that no food or drink should be
given to heart attack victims
during rescue efforts, as this
could obstruct the airway.

Commending Jacky’s friends
for their swift and decisive ac-
tion, Sothee said their use of
CPR and the AED was critical in
saving his life.

“Every one of them played a
crucial role. These kinds of peo-
ple are very important, and we
need more of them,” he said.

Drawing upon a personal
experience, Sothee recounted
witnessing a road accident
in which bystanders were re-
luctant to assist a victim lying
prone on the road.

“He was wearing a helmet,
and his nose was pressed
against the ground, barely able
to breathe. People did not dare
to turn him over. | told them |
am a doctor and that | would
take responsibility,” he said.

“This kind of fear must be
overcome. If you are trained in
CPR and AED use, you must
be confident. You are the best
person available to perform the
rescue at that moment.”

Sothee noted that some peo-
ple are reluctant to help out of
fear of being held responsible if
something goes wrong.

“You should do your duty
without fear,” he said.

Following Jacky’s collapse, his
friends have since encouraged
seven other badminton players
to enrol in an AED course.

Jacky has also quit smoking,
controlled his diet and now exer-
cises moderately through tread-
mill runs and walks in the park.

For someone whose heart
stopped for two minutes, every
moment now is one to be cher-
ished.
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UCKED away in the
Tquiet charm of Balik Pu-

lau, Countryside Stables
Penang offers more than just
horse riding.

It's a place where families,
animal lovers and curious visi-
tors can reconnect with nature
in a truly hands-on way.

Located along Jalan Sungai
Burung, this family-run ranch
is surrounded by lush green-
ery and rolling countryside.

Established in 2012 by Wan
Aikhsan Wan Jamil and his wife,
Doris Lim, the stables span
nearly three acres, providing a
safe and spacious environment
for its animals to thrive.

There is a delightful mix:
majestic Arabian horses, play-
ful ponies from Malaysia, Thai-
land, and Myanmar, sturdy
polo ponies, miniature horses,
donkeys and even deer.

With more than 30 animals on
the property, the stables are alive
with activity and curiosity, making
every visit a new adventure.

For Doris, the ranch is not just
about riding — it’s about educa-
tion and interaction. Visitors are
encouraged to stroll through the
grounds, learn about different
breeds, and discover the care
routines that keep the animals

healthy and happy.

“Interactive activities are a
highlight here: pony rides for chil-
dren, guided horse rides for be-
ginners, feeding sessions, and
even grooming experiences.

“Professional  instructors
are always on hand to ensure
safety, especially for first-time
riders,” she told Buletin Muti-
ara in a recent interview.

One of the most memorable
moments comes at dusk.

Each evening at 6.30, the
horses are released for their
daily run — a breathtaking
sight as they gallop across the
fields, their movements both
powerful and graceful against
the backdrop of Penang’'s
countryside.

-—.1—5--“

Dorls and Wan Aikhsan with two of their horses.

Affordable and accessible,
the stables have become a fa-
vourite destination for families
looking to spend quality time
outdoors.

Children delight in feeding hay
to the horses, while adults find
joy in slowing down and soaking
in the peaceful surroundings.

The picturesque setting means
the stables are popular for video
shoots and creative projects.

“Bring your children to see,
Fully geared-up with a safety

helmet, this visitor is ready for
her ride.

feed, and ride a horse here,”
Doris said.

“It's a chance to feel closer
to nature and experience the
joy of interacting with animals
firsthand.”

With its friendly horses, sce-
nic landscapes, and welcom-
ing atmosphere, Countryside
Stables Penang is more than
a riding destination — it's a
place to create lasting memo-
ries, reconnect with the coun-
tryside, and discover the time-
less bond between humans
and horses.

Women'’s bigger role in shaping state ‘national economies

WHILE women are increas-
ingly shaping Penang and
the country’s economic land-
scape, Vvarious challenges
still remain, says Chief Min-
ister Chow Kon Yeow.
“Women are playing in-
creasing roles as founders,
investors, employers, and
innovators, contributing to
sectors like manufacturing,
technology, services, tour-
ism, and creative industries,”
Chow said when he attended
the Penang Women Chamber
of Commerce (PWCC) 8th Chi-
nese New Year and Women’s
Day Celebration recently.
“Over the past six years, the
state government has support-
ed 433 women entrepreneurs
through programmes such
as PenMentor and Wanita
Jana Rezeki, with participants
achieving average annual in-
come growth of around 30 per

cent,” he added.

However, Chow added that
while progress is encourag-
ing, challenges remain, par-
ticularly in access to capital,
leadership opportunities and
balancing career with family
responsibilities.

He emphasised that ad-
dressing these gaps requires
structural solutions, including
stronger financing support,
expanded digital and technol-
ogy training and mentorship
networks linking experienced
women leaders with the next
generation.

“Under the Penang2030
vision, empowering women
is central to building a family-
focused, green, and smart
state. When women succeed,
families prosper.”

Chow pointed out that this
has a positive domino effect.

“When families prosper,

The PWCC Committee members taking part in the yee sang
tossing ceremony at the event.

communities grow stronger,
and when communities thrive,
Penang moves forward.”

He also reaffirmed the
state government’s commit-
ment to enhancing women’s
participation in the economy
and leadership roles, urging
all women entrepreneurs and
leaders to continue driving
Penang’s growth.

Also present were state
Social Development, Welfare
and Non-Islamic Religious
Affairs Committee chairman
Lim Siew Khim, PWCC presi-
dent Koh Shu Juan, PWCC
founder and former state ex-
ecutive councillor Datuk Seri
Chong Eng, PWCC charter
president and adviser Datuk
Dr Annie Chin, PWCC vice-
president Susan Chyntana,
PWCC secretary Ng Deeland,
treasurer Tan Cheng Kim and
other committee members.
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uncertain group.

But the choral speaking
team of SK Kongsi in Balik Pu-
lau has grown into a confident
unit that has made the school
proud of its achievements.

SK Kongsi has emerged
as one of the consistent rural
school performers in national-
level choral speaking competi-
tions, proving that pupils from
smaller schools can compete
on bigger stages.

Teacher-incharge Nor Az
lina Mohd Khalid said the
programme began when she
joined the school in 2019
and noticed that many pupils
lacked confidence in speaking
English.

“Many of them were shy. My
plan was to build a big group
so they could speak English
freely without fear,” she told
Buletin Mutiara during a recent
interview.

About 30 pupils make up
the team, with members se-
lected through regular training
sessions and auditions.

“In the auditions, we as-
sess their voice, pronuncia-
tion potential and expression.
Sometimes the best perform-
ers, surprisingly, come from

IT started as a small and

the last class. They may not
be academically strong, but
they can perform very well,”
she said.

The team advanced through
zone, district and state com-
petitions before reaching the
national level.

Since 2019, the school
has qualified for national-level
competitions five times —
three times under pro-
grammes organised by
the Domestic Trade and
Cost of Living Ministry
(KPDN) and twice under
the Education Ministry
(KPM).

came champions once,” '
she said.

Training focuses on
pronunciation and stage deliv-
ery to ensure pupils perform
confidently.

“We always remind them to
talk with their eyes, not just
with their mouth,” she added.

Nor Azlina said parental
support is essential as pupils
attend training sessions al-
most daily.

Pupil Ayesha Zahirah Urazy-
han, 12, said she joined the

Small school, big

A
o el

The choral team of SK Kongsi in Balik Pulau showing their awards to Buletin Mutiara. (INSET) Rozana

team after being encouraged
by her elder brother.

“I wanted to follow in my
brother's footsteps. | was
afraid during my first perfor-
mance, but | became more

confident and active,” she
said.
Besides choral speaking,

Ayesha is active in sports and

RM100,000 for school’s new academic block

THE Penang government has
announced a RM2100,000 al-
location for one of the state’s
oldest schools, SMK Method-
ist Boys School (MBS) in Datok
Keramat, to support the con-
struction of a new two-storey
academic building.

The announcement was
made by Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow recently when he
officiated the groundbreaking
ceremony for the new building
and the opening of the school’s
new digital library, sponsored
by Greatech Berhad.

School Management Board
chairman Dr Khoo Cheok Kau
said the estimated cost of con-
structing the new building is
about RM2.4 million.

“As of today, about RM1.76
million has been raised.

“We have also planned vari-
ous fundraising initiatives, in-
cluding a charity walk and a
school anniversary dinner.

“MBS also appeals to former
students, the private sector
and good Samaritans to con-
tribute towards this project,”
Khoo said in his speech.

!

g i s " S

: '%?;5!

A=

(From left) Sri Ram, Koay, Jeyakumar, Chow, Khoo and Lim at the
groundbreaking ceremony of the school’s new building.

He added that the new aca-
demic building will comprise
two floors with eight class-
rooms.

Meanwhile, Chow said un-
der the Penang Digital Econ-
omy Master Plan (DEMP), the
state government is steering
Penang towards becoming an
“Al Nation” or “Al state”.

“This  new building  will
therefore be equipped with
training facilities aligned with
the needs of high-tech indus-
tries in Batu Kawan and Bay-

an Lepas.

“Students will be exposed
to automation, robotics and
digital integration, ensuring
they are highly sought after in
the job market upon gradua-
tion,” Chow said.

Also present were MBS
principal Sri Ram Bilangwaty,
Methodist Church in Malaysia
bishop Rev Dr T. Jeyakumar,
Methodist Council of Educa-
tion director Lim Kah Cheng
and Greatech Berhad chief
financial officer Koay Lin Lin.

uniformed activities.

Hadif Yusuf Abdul Hadi, 12,
who performs a solo role, said
he chose going solo because
he felt comfortable with it.

“At first, | was nervous, but
now | am used to it,” he said.

Teacher-incharge Nur Ad-
zelinda Rosmi described the
team’s 2024 championship
victory as one of their most
memorable experiences.

“That was the best time be-
cause we became champion
and were invited to perform at
other places,” she said.

She added that prize money
won is used to benefit team
members.

“Normally, we bring them to
places they cannot afford to
g0,” she said.

Headmistress Rozana Mo-
hamed Noordin said building
pupils’ confidence and disci-
pline requires consistent ef-
fort and patience.

“Our aim is to make sure

-

pupils gain something mean-
ingful from the programme,
not just as students but also
in overcoming their personal
challenges,” she said.

Rozana said she felt proud
seeing pupils from a rural school
in Balik Pulau perform alongside
others at higher levels.

“Three of our pupils even
reached the international
stage in the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals field through
an International Best Practice
sharing session. Their pronun-
ciation, confidence and per-
formance showed they were
ready to move forward,” she
added.

Looking ahead, Rozana
hopes the team will continue
progressing.

“My hope is for the choral
speaking team to keep grow-
ing and hopefully achieve rec-
ognition, but we do not want to
put too much pressure on the
pupils or teachers,” she said.

(From left) Nor Azlina, Nur Adzelinda and Alya Qistina Mohamad

Fesal are proud of their students.
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