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FTEEN new faces were among the

48 councillors appointed to the Pen-

ang Island City Council (MBPP) and
Seberang Perai City Council (MBSP) for
2026.

Of these, eight are in MBSP, with the
remaining seven in MBPP. All the council-
lors will serve a oneyear tenure from Jan
1, 2026 to Dec 31, 2026.

Among MBSP’s new appointees,
three — Tan Chee Teong, Anuar Yus-
soff and Ahmad Rizal Abd Hamid -
have previously served as councillors.
The new additions are Linda Ng Kerh
Wei, Yoganraj Thever Kathiravelu, Has-
rul Husin, Datuk Mohd Zaidi Said and
Chang Kim Joo.

The seven new faces in MBPP are
Deenadayalan Kandiah, Foo Yu Ke-
ong, Mohd Aidil Fitri lbrahim, Muham-
mad Adzlan Adzhar, Tan May Peng,
Manimaran Samba Sivam and Muha-
mad Nayim Othuman Mydin.

All councillors present took their
oaths during swearing-in ceremonies
held on Jan 2, both witnessed by
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow, Deputy
Chief Minister | Prof Datuk Dr Moha-
mad Abdul Hamid, State Local Gov-
ernment, Town and Country Planning
Committee chairman Jason H’ng Mooi
Lye, State Social Development, Wel-
fare and Non-Islamic Religious Affairs
Committee chairman Lim Siew Khim,
as well as department heads.

The MBSP ceremony was also wit-
nessed by its mayor, Datuk Baderul Amin
Abdul Hamid, while the MBPP ceremony at
Irving Chambers, Town Hall, was withessed
by MBPP mayor Datuk A. Rajendran.

In his speech, Baderul congratulated
all 24 councillors and urged them to work
with the city council to provide the best

Chow, Mohamad (seated fourth from Ieft), wrth other dlgmtarles (from Ieft) Muhamad Husm Mahmud (Division Secretary, Penang
State Secretariat Office, Local Government Division), Mohamed Abdul Rahman (Deputy State Secretary - Development), Lim,
Rajendran, H'ng, Fahmi, and Cheong, with the MBPP councillors for 2026.

service to the people of Seberang Perai.

“The local council plays a crucial role
as the backbone of urban development
and public well-being.

“City councillors serve as the bridge
between MBSP and the community, con-
veying the people’s voices and ensuring
that every decision made benefits the col-
lective welfare.

“Therefore, leadership that is both vi-
sionary and grounded in integrity is key to
the success of a city,” he said.

H’'ng also extended his congratulations
and expressed high expectations for the
2026 councillors.

“The people of Seberang Perai place
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high hopes on changes that will bring
direct benefits to their daily lives, par-
ticularly in areas such as well-planned
urban development, environmental sus-
tainability and strengthening the local
economy,” he said.

In his speech, Chow also congratu-
lated the 24 councillors and urged them
to perform their responsibilities diligently
and effectively.

He also thanked the former MBSP
councillors for their contributions and ser-
vice to the city council.

“I hope they will continue to contribute
to the community even though they are no
longer serving as councillors,” he said.
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Chow expressed confidence that,
with their collective experience, diverse
backgrounds and commitment, the
new MBSP line-up for 2026 will help
transform Seberang Perai into a well-
planned, inclusive and liveable city with
balanced economic, social and cultural
development.

Speaking at the swearingin of 24 MB-
PP councillors, Chow said councillors play
a crucial role in strengthening MBPP’s
service delivery, public engagement and
good governance as the state navigates
a challenging landscape in 2026.

* Turn to pg 2
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NEW broom sweeps
Aclean but an old broom

knows the corners — a
proverb that aptly captures
the mix of experience and
fresh perspectives among the
councillors appointed for the
2026 term.

Of the eight new MBSP coun-
cillors appointed for 2026, three
— Tan Chee Teong, Anuar Yus-
soff and Ahmad Rizal Abd Ha-
mid — have previously served
as councillors. The other new
additions are Linda Ng Kerh
Wei, Yoganraj Thever Kathirav-
elu, Hasrul Husin, Datuk Mohd
Zaidi Said and Chang Kim Joo.

Speaking on his priorities, Ah-
mad Rizal said addressing illegal
trading activities, development-
related issues, traffic conges-
tion and local cleanliness would
be among his main focus areas
during his second term.

Anuar said his attention
would be on improving traffic
flow in the Bukit Tambun con-
stituency, while also assisting
in resolving issues in the Sungai
Bakap area.

“My focus will be on public
complaints, especially those
that may have been overlooked.
Issues related to South Se-
berang Perai (SPS), particularly
traffic congestion and water sup-

All set to tac
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Chow W|th (front row, from left) Fahmi, Sundarajoo, H’ng, Mohamad Baderul, Rashldl L|m and Mohd
Ibrahim in a group photo with the MBSP councillors for 2026.

ply, will be my main agenda for
2026,” he said.

Hasrul, who has been as-
signed to the Tasek Gelugor par-
liamentary constituency, said he
would prioritise resolving issues
affecting residents in the area.

“I will look into matters raised
by the people and do my best
to address their concerns. | am
committed to serving the resi-
dents of Tasek Gelugor,” he said.

For Yoganraj, Bukit Mertajam
will be his primary focus, with
efforts aimed at enhancing liv-
ability and overall quality of life.

“This includes infrastructure
upgrades, drainage improve-

Confidence In
councillors’ abllity

* From pg 1

“The year 2026 calls for a
high level of preparedness, ef-
ficiency in implementation and
the ability to adapt working ap-
proaches without compromising
the principles of good gover-
nance,” he said.

Chow said the appointments
reflect the state government’s
confidence in the councillors’ abil-
ity and commitment to ensure
continuity and effective gover-
nance within MBPP. He noted
that MBPP has consistently up-
held the CAT principles — Com-
petency, Accountability and Trans-
parency — which underpin its fi-
nancial performance, public trust
and various recoghitions.

As the core local authority of
the state capital, Chow said MB-
PP must continue enhancing its
service delivery to ensure George

Town remains clean, smart,
green and safe. Key areas requir-
ing sustained attention include
waste management, digjtalisa-
tion of services, environmental
sustainability, urban mobility and
public safety.

Congratulating the 24 council
lors, Rajendran said they were se-
lected from diverse professional
backgrounds to translate policy into
tangible outcomes for residents.

“Councillors are not merely
policymakers on paper; they are
the voice of the people at the
administrative table, serving as
a bridge between the commu-
nity and the government, and as
strategic partners to the council’s
management,” he said.

Meanwhile, H'ng urged the
councillors to carry out their du-
ties with integrity, commitment
and a strong sense of collective
responsibility.

ments and other related initia-
tives,” he said.

Tan, who previously served as
an MBSP councillor from 2013
to 2023, said he hopes to draw
on his decade of experience, as
well as insights gained during
two years outside the council, to
better serve the community.

Ng said she would prioritise
listening to residents’ concerns,
improving cleanliness and en-
hancing service delivery across
Seberang Perai.

Chang, meanwhile, aims to
act as a bridge between the peo-
ple and the local council.

2" MBSP COUNCILLORS FOR 2026

“I will diligently fulfil my re-
sponsibilities and look forward
to working with the Penang
government, MBSP, community
leaders, NGOs and residents
to jointly promote sustainable
development, inclusive gover-
nance and the overall wellbeing
of the people of Seberang Pe-
rai,” she said.

Meanwhile, Deenayalan Kan-
diah, 60, said he had stopped
working as a freelance supply
chain lecturer upon his appoint-
ment as an MBPP councillor in
order to devote his full attention
to serving the people.

Ooi Yong Wooi

Zainuddin Mohamed
Muhamad Suzuki Ahmad
Heng Yeh Shiuan

Teh Chuann Yien

Chong Wei Hoong (Derick)
Linggeswaran Charmar
Ngoh Cheng Hai (Jeff)
Ponnudurai Anthony
Srinvasagam

10. Tan Chee Teong

11. Predeeb Kumar Kalidass
12. Lim Chee Chien
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13. Lim Eng Nam

. Yeoh Kim Kim

. Zulkifli Md Yusop

. Anuar Yussoff

17. Ahmad Rizal Abd Hamid

. Zulkiply Ishak

19. Datuk Mohd Noor Ahmad

. Linda Ng Kerh Wei — (New)

. Yoganraj Thever
Kathiravelu — (New)

. Hasrul Husin - (New)

23. Datuk Mohd Zaidi Said -

(New)
24. Chang Kim Joo — (New)

Alan Lim Wei Lun
Lee Wei Seang
Koay Gaik Kee
Lee Seng Hwai
Visvenathan Tangavello
Rohaizat Hamid
Tan Soo Siang
Theng Jie Wey
Ooi Mei Mei
. Dr Mohd Suhairi
Arumugam Abdullah
. Chan Soon Aun
. Zuraida Mohamad Arshad
13. Datuk Abdul Razak
Abdul Rahman
. David Cheng Wooi Teong
. Mohamad Yusoff
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Mohd Noor
16. Mohamad Khairani Abdul
Shukor
17. Muhamad Khairul
Mohd Ali
18. Deenadayalan Kandiah
- (New)
19. Foo Yu Keong — (New)
20. Mohd Aidil Fitri Ibrahim
- (New)
Muhammad Adzlan Adzhar
- (New)
22. Tan May Peng - (New)
23. Manimaran Samba Sivam
— (New)
Muhamad Nayim Othuman
Mydin — (New)

21.

24,

Entopia
spreads
IS wings

ENTOPIA by Penang Butterfly
Farm has taken the bold step of
stepping onto the international
stage.

This follows the signing of
an exclusive franchising agree-
ment with Turkiyebased Demed
Group, marking the Penang-born
attraction’s bold entry onto the
international stage.

The landmark agreement will
see the Entopia experience es-
tablished across eight countries
over the next decade, transform-
ing a home-grown Penang brand
into a global ambassador for
nature education, conservation
and immersive learning.

The signing ceremony, held
at The Sphere, Entopia, was wit-
nessed by Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow and Penang Tourism
and Creative Economy Commit-
tee chairman Wong Hon Wai.

In his address, Entopia man-
aging director Joseph Goh said
the franchising agreement tar-
gets eight countries, namely Tur-
kiye, Russia, Azerbaijan, Kazakh-
stan, Qatar, Bahrain, Egypt and
Greece with two Entopia projects
planned for each destination.

“The initiative represents the
organisation’s most ambitious
expansion to date.

“This is not merely a business
partnership. It is a collaboration
built on shared values,” he said,
underscoring Entopia’s commit-
ment to education, sustainability
and people-centric experiences.

Demed Group honorary
president Firuz Ba likaya high-
lighted the strength and align-
ment of values between both
organisations.

“At Demed Group, our expe-
rience spans mining, defence,
technology, retail and museum
operations,” he said, noting that
one of the group’s most notable
ventures is museum retail.

He added that Demed man-
ages more than 180 museum
stores and cafés across Turkiye,
serving over four million interna-
tional visitors annually.

“Our decision to work with En-
topia came naturally. We share
the same values, which are a
love for nature, dedication to
people and a desire to inspire
and educate,” he added.

Meanwhile, Chow commend-
ed Entopia’s remarkable evolu-
tion and its role in elevating Pen-
ang’s global profile.



HE Seberang Perai City
TCounciI’s (MBSP) Land-

scape Master Plan marks
a significant step towards trans-
forming the city into a greener,
more resilient and sustainable
urban centre.

MBSP mayor Datuk Bade-
rul Amin Abdul Hamid said the
plan has been designed for 10
years and will be implemented
in phases, taking into account
financial capacity, urban devel-
opment priorities and present
and future needs.

Periodic reviews will be con-
ducted to ensure the plan re-
mains relevant, practical, and
impactful.

“This plan is not merely a
physical planning document,
but a reflection of MBSP’s com-
mitment to shaping a balanced
urban environment that harmo-
nises development, environ-
mental sustainability, and the
well-being of our residents,” he
said at the plan’s launch at De-
wan Kenanga, City Hall Tower,
Seberang Perai.

“The master plan serves as
a key reference for all stake-
holders, ensuring that land-
scape elements are integrated
holistically into Seberang Pe-
rai’s physical, social, and envi-
ronmental development.”

Aligned with MBSP’s Green
Agenda and the United Na-
tions Sustainable Development

FEBRUARY1—15, 2026

NEWS™“

Driving Seberang Peral’s

green city t

Goals (SDGs), the plan rein-
forces the counC|I s dedication
to tackling climate change, en-
hancing residents’ quality of life
and expanding access to high-
quality green spaces.

The Landscape Master Plan,
he added, was developed in
response to contemporary ur-
ban development challenges,
including environmental issues,
climate change, biodiversity
loss and the growing need for
quality green spaces.

“Through this plan, MBSP
aims to improve the quality of
life of residents by creating a
more comfortable, healthy, and
liveable urban environment. At
the same time, it strengthens
the city’s resilience to climate
change while supporting the
goal of positioning Seberang
Perai as a low-carbon, environ-
mentally friendly, and sustain-
able city,” Baderul added.

The plan covers the entire
administrative area of MBSP,
encompassing existing urban
areas, new development zones,
urban parks, public green spac-

ransformation

Baderul (front row, third from right) and MBSP councillors reviewing the Landscape Master Plan at
the launch ceremony.

es, river corridors, recreational
areas and residential, commer-
cial, and industrial zones.

This region-based approach
ensures continuity in the urban
landscape and the establish-

ment of an integrated and resil-
ient ecological network.
Baderul said the plan’s
success depends on strong
commitment and strategic
collaboration by all parties,

including federal and state
government agencies, devel-
opers, the private sector, non-
governmental organisations,
professional institutions and
local communities.

PENANG reaffirmed its com-
mitment to placing children at
the heart of development with
the official launch of the Chil-
dren-Friendly City Programme
recently.

This marks another key mile-
stone under the Penang 2030
vision.

State Social Development,
Welfare and Non-Islamic Reli-
gious Affairs Committee chair-
man Lim Siew Khim (pix) said
a children-friendly approach is
not a standalone initiative, but
a core pillar of Penang’s long-
term aspirations as a family-fo-
cused, green and smart state.

“Our shared commitment is
to ensure that children grow
up in an environment that is
safe, nurturing, inclusive and
supportive of their overall well-
being,” she said, adding that a
state serious about being fami-
ly-oriented must first protect its
children from harm.

Lim highlighted the Penang
government’s long-standing fo-
cus on protection, prevention
and empowerment, particularly
for women and children, citing
the Penang Goes Orange cam-

Towards children-friendly city

paign, adopted since 2014 in
line with the international move-
ment to end violence against
women and children.

“Safety, dignity and protec-
tion are fundamental principles
of any truly children-friendly
city,” she added.

She also underscored Pen-
ang’s life-course approach to
social development, noting the
state’s parallel journey towards
becoming an age-friendly state.

With Seberang Perai City
Council (MBSP) now joining the
WHO Global Network for Age-
Friendly Cities and Communi-
ties, Lim said the entire state
is on a structured roadmap to-
wards becoming a "negeri mes-
ra usia” (age friendly state).

“This approach, from chil-
dren to families to senior citi-
zens, reflects our commitment
to building a society where ev-
eryone is supported, valued
and empowered, regardless
of age,” she said, calling for
strong collaboration between
government, local councils, civ-
il society, private sector and the
community.

Lim welcomed the active
participation of children in the
programme, saying that giving
them a voice nurtures confi-
dence, responsibility and civic
awareness from a young age.

Penang Community Harmony
and Cultural Association (CHC)
president Dr Lee Eng Wah de-
scribed the programme as a

comprehensive initiative that
goes beyond physical develop-
ment.

“A truly developed city is not
measured solely by infrastruc-
ture or economic growth, but
by the level of safety, well-being
and opportunities provided for
children and families,” he said.

Lee said the programme
emphasises safety, health,
education, social well-being
and community engagement,
and thanked multiple state
agencies, non-governmental or-
ganisations and private sector
partners for their support.

At the local council level,
Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) councillor Koay Gaik
Kee said a city that is good for
children will ultimately be good
for everyone.

“We must not only listen to
our children, but actively invest
in them,” she said, outlining a
series of initiatives aimed at
empowering children through
creativity, civic awareness and

safety education.

Koay said MBPP is work-
ing with Unicef-appointed
partners to develop a Chil-
dren-Friendly City Action Plan
grounded in evidence-based
planning, while future col-
laborations with agencies
like the Road Transport De-
partment, Fire and Rescue
Department and Royal Malay-
sia Police will introduce child-
focused programmes on road
safety, emergency prepared-
ness and public institutions.

“When we invest in our chil-
dren today, we are shaping the
future of the city tomorrow,”
she said.

Also present at the event
were Sungai Puyu assembly-
man Phee Syn Tze, MBPP
mayor Datuk A. Rajendran, and
young student performers from
D’Kingdom Kinderland and Pla-
to Learning House, whose co-
lourful performances reflected
the spirit of a city designed with
children in mind.



0 meet the increasing
Tneed of skilled workers
in Penang, the state
needs strong cooperation
from major industry players,
says Deputy Chief Minister Il
Jagdeep Singh Deo.

Speaking at the opening of
the B. Braun Technical Academy
recently, Jagdeep said the acade-
my is a strategic step in strength-
ening Malaysia’s industrial capa-
bility and future workforce.

“With the establishment of
this technical academy, we are
taking another important step
together to develop local talent
and support advanced manufac-
turing,” he said.

He added that the demand
for skilled workers in Penang
has grown rapidly.

“Last year, the industry need-
ed about 60,000 skilled workers.
Today, that number has increased
to around 150,000 technicians
and engineers,” he said.

“We cannot do this alone. We
need companies like B. Braun to
help train the future workforce,”
he said.

He also announced that
the Penang government will
strengthen collaboration with

the company.

“I am pleased to inform that
the state will invite a representa-
tive from B. Braun to sit on the
Penang Talent Council to contrib-
ute industry perspectives and
practical experience,” he said.

B. Braun Medical Industries
Sdn Bhd (BMI) has commit-
ted RM18 million towards the
establishment of its Technical
Academy in Penang, strength-
ening the state’s position as a
regional hub for technical and
vocational education and train-
ing (TVET).

The opening of the B. Braun
Technical Academy marks a
key milestone in the company’s
long-term commitment to talent
development and skills training
in Malaysia.

Jagdeep said the academy re-
flects the strong partnership be-
tween the Penang government
and industry players.

“Penang has enjoyed a
strong partnership with B.
Braun for over five decades,
and the company has consis-
tently believed that people are
at the heart of sustainable in-
dustrial growth,” he said.

The academy is designed as a
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Jagdeep and B. Braun senior vice-president of Operations Christian Kapischke (right) with some B.
Braun staff members at the Technical Academy.

central hub for technical develop-
ment and cultural transformation,
based on the German Dual Voca
tional Training (GDVT) model.

It offers training in areas like
mechatronics,  fundamentals
of pneumatics and specialised
technical courses to upskill em-
ployees and prepare a future-
ready workforce.

To date, B. Braun has invest-
ed more than RM2.1 million in
the academy, with RM4 million
allocated for 2026 and further
investments planned annually
until 2030.

The academy has already
trained 450 graduates through
programmes such as GDVT,
manufacturing specialist train-
ing and critical station train-
ing, in collaboration with the
FutureTech Academy (formerly
known as Penang Skills Devel-
opment Centre).

Jagdeep said the Penang gov-
ernment will continue to support
initiatives that strengthen edu-
cation, skills training and public-
private partnerships.

“Penang is not stagnant. We
are always moving forward, and

talent development is key to our
growth,” he said.

B. Braun Asia Pacific presi-
dent Lam Chee Hong said the
academy is a longterm invest-
ment in people and the coun-
try’s industrial future.

“This academy aligns closely
with the government'’s vision to
strengthen TVET and prepare
the workforce for highly ad-
vanced manufacturing.

“As industries become more
technology-driven, adaptable tal-
ent will be critical to remain com-
petitive,” he said.

THE Sultan Abdul Halim
Mu’adzam Shah Bridge has
achieved a national milestone
after its operator, Jambatan
Kedua Sdn Bhd (JKSB), was
awarded two prestigious recog-
nitions from the Malaysia Book
of Records (MBR).

JKSB was recognised for
Most Al Technology Implement-
ed on an Expressway Bridge
and First Expressway Bridge
to Implement Al Technology for
Highway Operations, marking
a significant milestone in the
adoption of artificial intelligence
within Malaysia’s expressway
and bridge infrastructure sector.

The recognitions were pre-
sented recently in Bayan Lepas
in the presence of Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow.

Chow said the achievement re-
flects JKSB’s commitment to pro-
gressive, technology-driven infra-
structure that supports both pub-
lic safety and economic growth.

“I would like to thank JKSB for
bearing the cost of implementing
this system to ensure that the Sul-
tan Abdul Halim Mu’adzam Shah
Bridge is safe for users,” he said.

The deployment of smart Al
systems, Chow added, enables

JKSB wins national records
for Al traffic technology

better traffic management and
allows the operator to respond
more efficiently to incidents de-
tected along the bridge.

“This  recognition  demon-
strates how strategic invest
ments in intelligent infrastruc-
ture can deliver tangible benefits
to the people.

“By embracing smart traffic
management systems, we are
strengthening road safety, im-
proving mobility and reinforcing
Penang’s position as a competi-
tive, futureready state in line
with the Penang2030 vision,”
he added.

Chow said such technology
should not be limited to a single
bridge, adding that the Penang
Bridge should consider adopt-
ing similar systems to enhance
road safety, improve response
times and manage traffic flow
more effectively.

He stressed, however, that
enforcement matters on high-
ways remain under the jurisdic-
tion of federal authorities like

the Transport Ministry.

“This is beyond the author-
ity of JKSB, but the company’s
decision to instal the system
reflects the vision of a conces-
sionaire committed to managing
its facilities efficiently, effectively
and safely,” he said.

Earlier, JKSB chief executive of
ficer Datuk Faisal Shahbudin said
a total of 32 high-definition closed-
circuit television (CCTV) cameras
have been installed along the
bridge as part of the Smart Al Traf-
fic Management Systems.

He said the cameras are stra-
tegically positioned to provide
comprehensive coverage.

“The system enables real
time monitoring and improves
JKSB’s ability to detect inci-
dents, unusual behaviour and
potential safety risks along the
bridge,” he said.

"Under operational require-
ments, JKSB is required to re-
spond to incidents within 10
minutes or less,” he added.

On system limitations, Faisal

Chow, with Abdul Malik (second from left), Wong (right) and other
guests present during the recognition ceremony.

said window tinting that does
not comply with Road Trans-
port Department specifications
could affect detection accuracy.

He added that while the sys-
tem is capable of detecting
behaviour like mobile phone
usage and seatbelt non-com-
pliance, its current function is
for monitoring.

“We are open to upgrading
the system if the authorities
wish to utilise it for enforcement
purposes,” he said.

JKSB chairman Datuk Abdul
Malik Abul Kassim said the rec-
oghition underscores the com-
pany’s responsibility as custodi-
an of a strategic national asset

and its commitment to innova-
tion and operational excellence.

The Smart Al Traffic Manage-
ment Systems were implement-
ed in 2023 and fully completed
by the end of 2024 through col-
laboration with Dahua Technol-
ogy Malaysia Sdn Bhd, with YCS
Technology Solution (M) Sdn
Bhd as system integrator, and in
close coordination with JKSB’s
operations team.

Also present at the ceremony
were Malaysian Highway Authority
directorgeneral Sazali Harun, Ma-
laysia Book of Records chief ex-
ecutive officer Christopher Wong
and Dahua Technology Malaysia
managing director Levi Wen.
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Three ‘birthday’ participants join Chow, H’ng (right), Azizee (second

from right), and Hui Ying (third from right) in the cake-cutting
ceremony, alongside Siew Khim (left) and Lau (second from left).

Healthy start
to New Year

®Pictures by Alissala Thian
and Siew Chia En

the New Year as some

7,500 participants from
diverse backgrounds and age
groups took part in the 14th
annual City Walk, held in con-
junction with City Day 2026
at Padang Kota Lama (Espla-
nade) on Jan 1.

Displaying enthusiasm and
high spirits along the 5km route
through the Unesco World Heri-
tage Site, they began the year
on a healthy and positive note.

In his address, Chief Minis-
ter Chow Kon Yeow expressed
his appreciation to the Penang
Island City Council (MBPP), its
mayor Datuk A. Rajendran, MB-
PP councillors, the organising
committee and volunteers for
ensuring the smooth organisa-
tion of the event.

He added that he was proud
to see such a large turnout at the
historic heart of George Town.

“Your presence reflects the
spirit of a healthy lifestyle,
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IT was a spirited start to

L &,

sportsmanship and community
unity among the people of Pen-
ang,” said Chow, who is also the
Padang Kota assemblyman and
Batu Kawan MP.

While Penang continues to
uphold its reputation as an in-

i
b he sea of partlcmants rarlng‘{:('),g"oE
i. €C'STY s & f@V

dustrial and technology hub,
Chow said the state government
remains committed to people-
friendly urban development that
is green, clean, smart and safe.

“Happy New Year 2026. May
this year bring Iastlng happi-

Participants check the large board for their names before the walk begins.
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ness, good health and success
to every one of us,” he added.

Meanwhile, Rajendran said
the City Walk, first introduced in
2013, has evolved into a proud
annual tradition in Penang, held
every Jan 1.

Of the 7,500 participants this
year, 264 were born on Jan 1 and
were allowed to take part without
any regjstration fee. The youngest
participant was four months old,
while the oldest was 94.

Several participants were
seen pushing children seated in
strollers or trams. Among them
were schoolteachers Anis Md
Nor, 37, and Siti Zullaiha Zulke-
fli, 35, who enjoyed a light work-
out while pushing a trolley car-
rying their children, Aireen, six,
and Aidan, four.

“This event provides good
bonding time for us as a family.
Besides that, we also enjoy this
multiracial gathering,” Anis said.

CityAWalk 2026.
- ™

It’s a family affair as Anis
and Siti Zullaiha, with their
children, Aireen and Aidan,
enjoy the walk.

Despite her age, 93year-old
Ting Sia Moi could keep up her
pace, accompanied by her son,
Sng Aik Sin, 57. She also chatted
happily along the route when met
by state executive councillors Lim
Siew Khim and H'ng Mooi Lye,
and Seri Delima assemblyman
Connie Tan Hooi Peng.

Also joining the event were
Tanjong MP Lim Hui Ying, who is
also Deputy Minister of Women,
Family and Community Develop-
ment; Air ltam assemblyman
Joseph Ng, Komtar assembly-
man Teh Lai Heng; Penang po-
lice chief Datuk Azizee Ismail;
Deputy State Secretary (Man-
agement) Muhamad Ghopran
Yeop Hamzah; MBPP secretary
Cheong Chee Hong; Chief Minis-
ter’s political secretary Lau Keng
Ee, Northeast District deputy
OCPD Supt Lee Swee Sake; and
Penang State Sports Council di-
rector Harry Chai.
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FEBRUARY1—15, 2026

ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA N.09 BAGAN DALAM N.01 PENAGA )
YAB Chow Kon Yeow [T% 04-226 0218 YB Kumaran Krishnan @ Calvin {T; 04-313 1002 YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah (M
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 226 0218 bagandalamn09@gmail.com F
N.13 BERAPIT yéog "k'# A'NghTUN?GAL T
e ukKnori azall
véslgc?th’UDT?A%mgmad Abdul Hamid m 04 - 626 1442 EB Hef)r bee Lee }B 81‘7 5%30(3)(5)%9 i
mohdhamid@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 626 1442 Lerapiredappg.org - yéoia PEI&A@ALA%%IBERANGAN .
; N.14 MACHANG BUBOK ONe Sobr Salle M
?ézj"oZéTe%szEiﬁéﬁ"é'eo T) 04 - 226 2464 B Fee Khdl Foon m 0138 =575 0512
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my [F; 04-2618715 kllee78@gmail.com F) 04-551 1442 wm%%gg é\ouzi Yusoff m
yg'é BUKH TEN(L;AH T) 04 - 507 5001
N.15 PADANG LALANG 00i Hsiao-Leung - |
YB Gooi Zi Sen (T) 012 - 500 1571 gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my H 04 - 507 5001 %0227%9\'@%“ TAWAR M
gooizisen@penang.gov.my
N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
N.16 PERAI YB Goh Choon Atk {3 G-dzsey N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YI;% Dato’ Seri Sundiarcioo A/L Somu (T) 04 - 397 3600 - 8 e SRl A SRl m
é. o] i a il. .
LT e Yo Igsgﬂlgng (T) 04 - 829 0614 N.11 PERMATANG PASIR =~
N19 JAWI dapairputih@gmail.com YB Amir Hamzah Abdul Hashim M
YB H'ng Mooi Lye T) 04 - 594 1163
S ; _ N.24 KEBUN BUNGA N.12 PENANTI
nledunjowi@gmai.com [F{ Ue-gpnsles YE Lee Boon Hen (T)011-2773 6684 | | YB Zulkefi Bakar m
N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH leeboonheng24@gmail.com
. NGAI A N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
ETRER pie oo [R 04 - 593 2408 N.25 PULAU TIKUS YB Abidin Ismail m
D£15sgachenP2dmai.com YB Woo Sze Zeng (H) 016 - 417 2548
N.22 TANJONG BUNGA Joshuawooszagmail.com N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Zairil Khir Johari [T; 04 - 818 3866 N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA YB Mohamad Shukor Zakariah m
tanjongbunga@bukitbendera.org F) 04 - 262 5952 YB W?<n Ylliei? H@%mg {B 04 - 299 2574
pengkalankora@aappg.org N.40 TELOK BAHANG
N.30 SUNGAI PINANG . )
4 S < B YB Muhamad Kasim M
IS S enang.gov.my 1) 04 €26 630 N.28 KOMTAR
— [ Teh Lai Hong {B 9162706808 NAMA No Tel/ No Faks
omiare appg.org =
N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Wong Hon Wai . [T{ 04 - 826 1898 N.31 BATU LANCANG PENANG CARE SOCIETY s]H%Tn% 10123
wonghonwail973@gmail.com F YB Ong Ah Teong }T; 04 - 280 4411 ) 04 -
s A R ongahteong@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 280 4422
- NTAI DAP PENANG HQ T) 04 - 228 8482
YB Fahmi Zainol [Tg 04-253 7545 N.32 SERI DELIMA dappenang@dapmalaysia.org H 04-228 8514
fahmizainol@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 293 7546 YB Tan Hooi Peng T) 04 - 659 5611
LI n32seridelima@gmail.com {F{ PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-3970115
;\(/I‘Belﬁg(t]%k Seri Reezal Merican Naina [B N.33 AIR ITAM '
Simolsaiimalagnsi com Bl ity A it
| .
N.07 SUNGAI PUYU N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Phee Syn Tze ) m 04-313 7987 YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam T) 04 - 668 1062
n07sungaipuyu@gmail.com ) 012-248 5938 kumar.harapan35@gmail.com F) 04 - 668 1062
N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
lY‘lBOCSZIEeAeG?eNeéEEg\eAnL T) 018 - 388 6317 YB Dato’ Azrul Mahathir Aziz ET{ 04 - 649 3976
cheeyeehkeen@gmail.com H ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com F) 04 - 649 3976

Pertandingan Melukis Poster - 1/2026 LELIELE

Pertama: RM700
Kedua: RM500
Ketiga: RM300

A =30 @m‘ﬁ; WPENANG

Tarikh peraduan: 1 Januari - 31 Mac 2026 |}

Nama:
 Saizkertss lukisen adalah AS (B9F emx d2em). 20 nNamE: e e e R R

2
3
&
5. Lukisan grafik dan adaptasi menggunakan komputer adalah tidak dibenarkan. Kad PEI‘IQEI‘IE[EH:
&
7

1. Berumur 13 tahun dan ke atas.
. Peraduan dibuka dari 1 Januari 2024 hingga 31 Mac 2024,
. Bebas menggunakan sebarang jenis bahan mewarna.

. Lukisan dan idea adalah hasil ciptaan sendiri.

. Karya perlu bertemakan ‘Wanita Diperkasa, Kemuniti Sejahtera’,
Diwajibkan untuk sertakan logo Penang2030 dan Buletin Mutiara dalam karya.

8. Borang butiran peribadi peserta perlu ditampal di bahagian belakang karya.

9. Penyertaan ahli keluarga terdekat barisan penganjur adalah tidak sah. No. Telefon: tRumah]’

10. Hasil karya adalah hak milik penganjur. {Bimhil}

11. Sebarang pertanyaan, sila hubungi 04-6505704 f 5705.

12. Alamatkan semua borang penyertaan ke: Bl

Pertandingan Melukis Poster - 1/2026,
Tingkat 47 KOMTAR, 10503 Pulau Pinang. (Pastikan semua butiran diisi dengan lengkap).
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SENARAI NAMA AHLIMAJLIS SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWNARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MBSP 2026
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
BRI %)= 04 7194585 Kewarganegaraan
ﬁgm%d Rizal Abd. 019 - 464 6696 1. Yeap Choon Keong Seberang Perai Penyelia 013 - 449 0366
Utara Bahagian
Anuar Yussoff 016 -461 6390 Kewarganegaraan
2. K. Velan Seberang Perai 018 -394 4537
Chang Kim Joo 016 - 436 9268 (Pegawai Pembantu) Selatan . )
Pejabat Bahagian
Chong Wei Hoong 012 - 484 9693 3. Joseph Tan Seberang Perai Kewa;garfgaiza%glﬁ?:;{nang, 012 - 470 3880
(Pegawai Pembantu) Tengah ingkat 44,
Ratuk Mohd Noor 019 -4731172 4. | K. Dasirani Timur Laut N. Vasanthakumari 012 - 412 2375
(Pegawai Pembantu) (Pembantu Tadbir)
T 04 - 650 5105
S henel et ol 019 -431 3333 5. | Ay YapSee Barat Daya 011 - 5313 6188
(Pegawai Pembantu)
Hasrul Husin 010-379 7729
Nota:

Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.

SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

MBPP 2026

Nama

Telefon

Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 - 261 2460
Lim Chee Chien 012 - 521 9894
Lim Eng Nam 016 - 411 4400

MBPP

04 - 259 2020

Alan Lim Wei Lun

017 - 343 3995

Linda Ng Kerh Wei

011-11448393

Chan Soon Aun

012 - 4850728

Dato’ Haji Abdul Razak Abdul 012 - 464 6277
Rahman
David Chen Wooi Teong 012-492 1114

Linggeswaran a/l 013 - 419 9071
Charmar
Muhamad Suzuki 011-1119 4419

Ahmad

Deenadayalan a/l Kandiah

019 - 473 9895

Ngoh Cheng Hai

017 -979 0933

Dr. Mohd Suhairi Arumugam
Abdullah

016 - 521 3369

Foo Yu Keong 012 - 455 0074
Haji Mohamed Yusoff 019-4138114
Mohamed Noor

Koay Gaik Kee 016 - 447 5088

Lee Seng Hwai

016 - 440 6798

Lee Wei Seang

012 - 452 8305

Manimaran a/l Samba Sivam

016 - 438 3437

Mohamad Khairani Abdul
Shukor

019 - 594 4533

Ooi Yong Wooi 016 -421 1196
Ponnudurai a/I 012 - 423 3578
V Anthony Srinvasagam

Predeeb Kumar a/l 016 - 498 5421
Kalidass

Tan Chee Teong 012-4017718
Teh Chuann Yien 010 - 441 7749

Mohd Aidil Fitri lbrahim

019 - 443 2088

Muhammad Khairul Mohd Ali

012 - 542 0520

Yeoh Kim Kim

012 - 428 6438

Muhamad Nayim Othuman
Mydin

017 - 465 4947

Muhammad Adzlan Adzhar

017 - 3350030

Ooi Mei Mei 011 - 1443 8734
Rohaizat Hamid 019 -5100075
Tan May Peng 016 - 461 3511

Tan Soo Siang

012-4752453

Yoganragj Thever a/l 012 - 444 5675
Kathiravelu

Zainuddin Mohamed 012 - 479 4200
Zulkifli Md. Yusop 016 - 432 0789
Zulkiply Ishak 013 - 431 6161

Theng Jie Wey 016-4187108
Visvenathan a/l Tangavello 019 -488 1010
Zuraida Mohamad Arshad 019 - 464 3674

EDITORIAL

Editors :
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Tan Kean Ming (Chinese)
G. Revatic (Tamil)

Writers :
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J. Patmavathy (Tamil)

Photographers :
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Ahmad Adil Muhamad, Darwina Mohd. Daud,
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Siti Nuratikah Rahmat, Siew Chia En and
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Bagi sebarang maklum balas, sila hantar ke:

Editor BULETIN MUTIARA,
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Email: buletinmutiara.bpkn@gmail.com
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uStory by K.H. Ong
=Pix by Darwina Mohd Daud

ish band The Hollies had

a worldwide hit with the
song “He Ain’t Heavy, He's My
Brother”.

For  grandmother  Anne
Haslam, it would be more suit-
ably titled “He Ain’t Heavy, He’s
My Grandson”.

For such is the love, dedica-
tion and role of fultime care-
giver Anne has taken on to look
after her grandson, Zac.

The turning point came four
years ago with a distressing call
from Zac’s school.

Zac, then a pupil at the
school, had gone missing during
class hours.

The school contacted Anne’s
daughter, nurse Cybil Joy
D’Oliveiro, who immediately took
emergency leave and rushed to
the school. Anne was informed
shortly after.

Zac was eventually found
hiding in a toilet, frightened
and alone.

The incident marked a turn-
ing point — not just in Zac’s
life, but in Anne’s.

In the weeks leading up to the
incident, the school had lodged
neardaily complaints with Cybil
and Anne about Zac's behaviour.

He would run up and down
staircases, fidget with switches,
roll on the classroom floor, sing
loudly and distract others, tear
notices from the notice board,
take another child’s food — and
the list went on.

Anne and Cybil had already
noticed troubling signs earlier.

At one year old, Zac would pull
hair, and by the age of three, he
had . only begun
bab- 4 .. bling inco-

1 herently.

IN the late 1960s, Brit-

He struggled to focus and re-
sponded unpredictably. Yet, ini-
tial assessments pointed only
to sensory perception disorder.

It was only after Zac went
missing that the family sought a
comprehensive evaluation.

Zac was diagnosed with
attention-deficit/hyperactivity
disorder (ADHD) and Asperger’s
Syndrome, which falls under au-
tism spectrum disorder (ASD).

“He couldn’t sit still. He
was hyperactive. Before this,
we were told it was a sensory
perception disorder. But when
he disappeared from his class,
we knew there was something
more,” Anne, a former journalist
with the New Straits Times, told
Buletin Mutiara in an interview
recently.

Anne was 56 when Zac was
born in 2015.

She committed herself to
caring for him fulltime — a role
she had never anticipated — as
Cybil, a single mother and the
family’'s sole breadwinner, had
to continue working.

Now 66, Anne has spent the
past decade navigating therapy
appointments, school sched-
ules and emotional setbacks —
all while learning, often painfully,
how little society understands
children on the autism spec-
trum.

After 10 years of devotion,
frustration and hard-earned in-
sight, Anne has written a book,
From Anne to Zac, chronicling
her journey of struggle, love,
learning and transformation as
the grandmother of an
autistic boy.

Following Zac's di
agnosis, a psychiatrist
prescribed  medication.
However, when its effects
wore off, Zac became ag-
gressive.

When a more potent

The Mirgors e
o ! Urng

A ¥or
!J I5m HWAREHEEE

drug was suggested, the fam-
ily decided to discontinue
treatment.

They then sought help from a
child psychologist in Penang.

After six months, they stopped
the sessions as Zac showed
hardly any improvement. The
cost, RM120 per hour, was also
a heavy burden. Anne and Cybil
eventually took on the role of
fulltime therapists themselves.

Finding a suit-

—
One of the
“'illustrations in the
fip  book whichiis a
mirror of Zac'’s life
journey.

Anne showing the book she
authored, titled ‘From Anne to
Zac’, dedicated to committed
caregivers who empower
persons with special needs.

able school was another major
challenge. Zac could not attend
a mainstream school, while Pen-
didikan Khas (Special Educa-
tion) was ruled out as the family
feared it might be regressive,
with children of different disabili-
ties grouped together.

They finally opted for home-
schooling. Zac follows an Amer-
ican-based programme conduct-
ed at a daycare centre in Sungai
Petani as well as at home.

Bright and intelligent,
Zac can speak and write in
Bahasa Malaysia, Manda-

rin and English. While his
conversation remains lim-
ited, he is hyperfocused

el ¥

While Zac has brought moments of anxiety to his mother and
grandmother, he has also brought them immeasurable joy.
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on cars and air-conditioners and
is highly knowledgeable about
their brands.

Asked about the most chal-
lenging aspects of raising Zac
now that he is 10 and growing
physically stronger, Anne point-
ed to behavioural issues.

“He cannot focus for long,
won't sit still and constantly wants
devices and gadgets. Currently, he
is a bit addicted to TV, so we try to
minimise his screen time.

“If his brain gets overstimu-
lated, he may exhibit behaviour
like stimming or hand-flapping.
Sometimes, he becomes ag-
gressive — hitting and pulling
hair. We need to help him con-




trol himself.

“Besides that, he is becom-
ing more argumentative and
wants his own way. We are
managing as best as we can,”
she said.

Another concern is Zac’'s
growing awareness of social
isolation.

“This is the age when he
wants friends, and he feels sad
when other children avoid him
because of his ‘weird’ behav-
jour. Social skills are a major
challenge for children on the au-
tism spectrum. They don’t know
how to interact,” Anne said.

She revealed that she is now
working on a second book, Will
You Be My Friend?, a picture-
based story that remains in its
early stages.

Despite the challenges, Zac is
naturally friendly and can strike
up conversations with ease.
When Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow officiated the ‘What’s New
in Autism’ forum at SMK West-
lands recently, Zac spoke to him
as if speaking to a familiar face
inside a calming tent. Chow also

Zac sitting comfortably on his mother’s lap, appearing relaxed

and in good spirits.

gave him a warm hug.

Anne highlighted two promi-
nent autistic individuals —
Temple Grandin from the Unit-
ed States, a leading scientist
in humane livestock handling,
and Malaysian artist Wan
Jamila Wan Shaiful Bahri, bet-
ter known as Artjamila — as
examples of what is possible.

As Cybil struggles to make
ends meet, she hopes to
qualify for the state’s Anak

Emas initiative, despite hav-
ing no marriage certificate.
Although Zac was born in
Penang and has a birth cer-
tificate, she remains ineligible
for aid without proof of mar-
riage or divorce — something
she hopes could be consid-
ered on a case-by-case basis.

There is no doubt that car-
ing for persons with
special needs can be
physically, mentally and finan-

You will be fine, Chow says to Zac as he gives him a warm,

reassuring hug.

cially exhausting. Some care-
givers even fall into depres-
sion.

Anne’s book, priced at RM30,
is both inspiring and hopeful. It in-
cludes her own illustrations, one
depicting Zac running while teach-
ers chase after him. Proceeds
from the book will go towards an
autism centre serving children
from lowerincome families.

Reflecting on their journey,
both Anne and Cybil spoke of
the joy Zac has brought into

their lives.

“For me, Zac is a blessing.
Without him, my life would be
very lonely. He has helped me
grow, change and focus. He is
my purpose and gives meaning
to my life,” Cybil said.

Anne echoed the sentiment.

“Zac has made me a better
person — more patient, careful,
loving, and kind. It is a very, very
difficult journey, and nobody truly
understands unless they are in
this situation.”

Going orange to break
silence on violence

PENANG sent a strong and un-
mistakable message against
violence as a sea of orange
filled the Esplanade during
the launch of the Penang
Goes Orange (PGO) Campaign
2025 recently.

This signalled a renewed
and more action-driven stand
against gender-based violence.

State Social Development,
Welfare and Non-Islamic Reli-
gious Affairs Committee chair-
man Lim Siew Khim said the
campaign marked a critical
shift, from symbolic support to
decisive collective action.

“Orange represents a brighter
future without violence. But more
importantly, what | see today is
a Penang that refuses to bow
to violence. We will rise, we will
speak out, and we will act, to-
gether,” she said in her speech.

Rejecting the notion that vio-
lence is a private or domestic
issue, Lim asserted that any
act involving harm and trauma

is a societal concern.

“As long as there is blood,
as long as there are screams,
as long as there is trauma, it is
no longer a private matter.

“It is a social issue. It is a
humanitarian issue,” she said,
adding she remains committed
to eradicating gender-based
violence during her tenure as
a state representative.

The theme for PGO 2025,
“Break the Silence, Jangan
Dok Diam!”, places the re-
sponsibility squarely on soci-
ety rather than victims.

“This campaign is not ask-
ing victims to speak up. Vic-
tims have endured enough.
This campaign calls on all of
us to take action,” Lim said.

Central to the campaign is
the promotion of the “5D” in-
tervention approach, Distract,
Delegate, Document, Delay
and Direct — equipping the
public with practical skills to
intervene safely and responsi-
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bly when witnessing violence.

“This is the core purpose of
PGO 2025 so that we have the
knowledge and the courage to
act, and not remain silent,”
she added.

Lim also issued a firm warn-
ing to perpetrators, urging
them to abandon violence and
resolve conflicts through com-
munication, while calling on

o vy,

Lim (front row, fifth from right), leading the cheers with other participants.

youths to channel their cour-
age into standing up against
abuse and bullying.

“If you see a friend being
bullied, do not stay silent. If
you see a friend being abused
by their partner, do not stay si-
lent. If something feels wrong,
don't stay silent,” she said.

She concluded by thanking
the Penang Women’s Develop-

ment Corporation (PWDC), 43
strategic partners, sponsors
and volunteers, as well as Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow for his
unwavering support for gender
equality and inclusive policies.

“Let this campaign be the
starting point of our collective
solidarity. Let the orange light
shine for the victims. If not us,
then who?” Lim said.



FEBRUARY1—15, 2026

uStory by Edmund Lee
®=Pix by Muhammad
Hamdan

ITH moves under
way to obtain Unes-
co recognition for

Chingay as an Intangible Cul-
tural Heritage, Penang is step-
ping up efforts to preserve
and promote the centuries-old
tradition.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow said the state government,
through the Penang State Tour-
ism and Creative Economy (Pet-
ace) office under state execu-
tive councillor Wong Hon Wai,
has collaborated with Johor and
Singapore to submit the Unesco
application.

“It is our hope that this appli-
cation will be favourably consid-
ered and approved in the near
future,” he said during the 15th
Seberang Perai Chingay Parade
2025 at Padang Majlis Banda-
raya Seberang Perai (MBSP) in
Butterworth recently.

Chow said the strong turn-
out reflected the deep cultural
significance of Chingay, which
symbolises unity, harmony and
perseverance within Penang’s
multiracial society.

“Chingay is not only festive
and vibrant, but it is also rich in
historical value and reflects the
spirit of unity among the people
of Penang,” he said before offi-
ciating the event.

Despite a light drizzle, thou-
sands lined the 4.6km parade
route in Seberang Perai to wit-
ness electrifying performances,
soaring flagpoles and vividly
adorned costumes synonymous
with the Chingay tradition.

The parade concluded at Tow
Boo Kong Temple and featured
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This lion dance performance
mesmerised the crowd at
the Chingay Parade 2025 in
Esplanade.

more than 40 teams involving
over 1,500 participants, includ-
ing groups from Kedah and Perlis.

The art of balancing tall flag-
poles, Chow noted, requires
exceptional physical strength,
mental endurance, discipline
and teamwork - values that mir-
ror harmony and unity among
Penang’s diverse communities.

He added that continuous
collaboration between the state
and federal governments, as
well as industry players, was
crucial to strengthen tourism in
Penang, particularly in Seberang
Perai, through the organisation
of major cultural events.

On Penang island, thousands
of people thronged the streets
of George Town for the Chingay
Parade 2025, one of the state’s
most anticipated annual cultural
celebrations.

The colourful procession began
at Padang Brown at 6pm, wound
through the heart of the city and
culminated in a grand finale at the
Esplanade, drawing cheers and
applause along the route.

Local and foreign spectators,
mcludmg families and tourists

A balancing
act that drew
gasps from
those present
at the parade.

Chow pictured with other participants, offlclals and dignitaries at the Chingay Parade in George Town. Also present are Wong (front row,
in batik), Ang (standing behind Wong and Chow), and state Social Development, Welfare and Non-Islamic Religious Affairs Committee
chairman Lim Siew Khim (in baju kurung).

Preserwng Chmgay tradition

Part of the
huge crowd
enjoying the
day out at the

taking advantage of the year-end
festive season and long week-
end, gathered to enjoy perfor-
mances such as traditional Bo-
ria, Indian dances, Chinese fan
dances and creatively designed
thematic floats showcasing Pen-
ang’s multicultural heritage.

Chow was present at the
George Town parade, accom-
panied by Wong, George Town
World Heritage Incorporated (GT-
WHI) general manager Dr Ang
Ming Chee and other guests.

Meanwhile, Bagan MP Lim
Guan Eng said Seberang Perai,
particularly Butterworth, has
strong potential to be developed
as a tourism destination ahead
of Visit Malaysia 2026.

He said this would require
proper tourism planning, mean-
ingful activities and capable tal-
ent to implement projects, adding
that integrating these elements
could establish Butterworth as a
recognised tourism centre.

Lim also contributed
RM20,000 from his parliamen-
tary allocation towards the Se-
berang Perai Chingay Parade.

Bagan Dalam assemblyman
K. Kumaran expressed pride
that the parade was held in his
constituency, while Tourism Ma-
laysia deputy chairman Datuk
Yeoh Soon Hin praised organis-
ers and agencies for their dedi-
cation in ensuring the success
of the large-scale event.
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