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EW RapidPenang buses, elec-
N tric vehicle (EV) buses and
vans are on the cards.

This is the future of public transporta-
tion in Penang as the state gears up for
a broader push towards greener, more
modern mobility.

Up first is the long-overdue replace-
ment of ageing RapidPenang buses.

Transport Minister Anthony Loke Siew
Fook said this replacement process will
begin this year, marking a significant
upgrade for the state’s public transport
system.

“At present, RapidPenang has a fleet
of 310 buses operating across the is-
land and Seberang Perai. Many of these
buses are more than 10 years old, and
it is time for them to be replaced in stag-
es,” he said after attending a special
ceremony to announce the introduction
of the buses in Esplanade, George Town
recently.

He revealed that 10 new diesel bus-
es have already arrived and will begin
operations immediately, with another
60 scheduled to arrive soon, bringing
the total to 70.

“These 70 diesel buses will be the
last of their kind. Moving forward, the
replacement of buses will focus more
on mini buses, including EV buses,”
Loke said, describing the move as “a
new phase, a new era for public trans-
port in Penang”.

According to him, a total of 240 mini
buses will be procured in two phases to
replace older buses.

The first phase involves 75 buses,
expected to arrive from May this year
until March next year, while the second
phase of 165 buses will begin procure-
ment this year and is projected to be
completed by the end of 2027.

“This is in line with the Penang state
government’s aspiration to make the
state more environmentally friendly. It is
an investment not only in comfort and
modernity, but also in reducing carbon
emissions,” he said, adding that EV
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EXCITING PUBLIC
TRANSPORT DAYS

Loke and Chow (front row, from left), Zairil (second row, second from right), Yeoh (third row, second from left), Rajendran
(third row, left) and H'ng (back row, centre), in a group photo inside the bus.

charging infrastructure is already being
developed at depots to support future
EV bus operations.

Acknowledging the higher costs in-
volved, Loke said: “Generally, an EV bus
costs almost twice as much as a diesel
one, with prices ranging between RM1.2
million and RM1.5 million per unit.”

He added that final costs would only
be announced after procurement to en-
sure best value for money.

He also highlighted the encouraging
response to the Rapid On-Demand ser-
vice, launched last year, using 50 vans.

“The response from Penangites has
been quite positive. We are consider-
ing the state government’s request to
increase the number of vans, and Prasa-
rana Malaysia Berhad is planning to add
170 EV vans for Rapid On-Demand in
Penang,” he said, with procurement
expected to begin in the second half of

this year.

Prasarana is the multimodal public
transport operator in Malaysia.

Loke stressed that RapidPenang
remains a top priority, noting that it is
Prasarana’s second-argest operation
after Kuala Lumpur.

He also urged the public to remain
patient as construction of the Penang
LRT Mutiara Line project gathers pace.

*Turn to pg 2
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ENANG is taking a deci-
Psive step towards a plas-
ticfree future.

This follows a move by the
state government, through Pen-
ang Green Council (PGC), to
formulate the Penang No Single
Use Plastic (NSUP) Framework,
a comprehensive policy aimed
at further reducing plastic waste
across the state.

PGC chief executive officer Jo-
sephine Tan Mei Ling (pix) said
the framework is expected to
be launched in 2027, marking
another milestone in Penang’s
long-standing commitment to
environmental sustainability.

“Penang has been a pio-
neer in this area. We were the
first state to introduce the ‘No
Free Plastic Bag’ campaign in
2009, followed by the imple-
mentation of a ‘no plastic bag
every day’ policy last year.

“We also led the way in
charging for plastic bags and
banning plastic straws,” she
said in an interview with Bule-
tin Mutiara recently.

Tan explained that while vari-
ous measures targeting single-
use plastics have already been
introduced, they currently ex-
ist as separate policies and
guidelines.

“It is timely for the state gov-
ernment to develop the NSUP
Framework. This will act as a
comprehensive umbrella, pro-
viding clear direction not only
to business operators but also
to plastics manufacturers,”
she said.

For the public, Tan stressed
that the framework signals the
need for a mindset shift.

“It is time for consumers
to gradually transition towards
more sustainable packaging so-
lutions, including suitable alter-
natives like reusable bags,” she
added.

According to Tan, Penang’'s
mission to eliminate single-use
plastic bags officially began on
Sept 1 last year, with the ban en-
forced at hypermarkets, super-
markets, convenience stores,
department stores, petrol sta-
tion shops, pharmacies, fast
food outlets and other licensed

premises statewide.

“Last year's initiative was
guided mainly by specific guide-
lines on plastic bags and straws,
rather than a full framework.

“With the upcoming NSUP
Framework, we will expand our
focus to include more categories
of single-use plastics. Important-
ly, the framework will also outline
recommended alternatives,”
she said.

Among the alternatives be-
ing considered, she said, are
new materials that resemble
conventional plastic but are
produced using biotransforma-
tion technology.

“These products contain ad-
ditives that allow them to break
down into microorganisms and
eventually turn into waxlike sub-

stances that are more environ-
mentally friendly,” she added.

She said any such product
must be certified under the Sir-
im Eco 098 label, underscoring
the importance of working close-
ly with Sirim as the country’s of-
ficial certification body.

“Once approved, the NSUP
Framework will be adopted as
an official state policy,” said Tan.

Tan acknowledged that one
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Another step towards;
plastic-free "
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of the
biggest
challenges \
in implement-

ing the “No Single-

Use Plastics” initiative

lies in identifying suitable al
ternatives for hawkers and wet
market traders.

“For these traders, plastic
bags are lightweight, afford-
able and practical, especially
for items such as soup-based
dishes and fresh produce.

“At this stage, hawkers re-
main exempted from the policy.
Through the framework, we hope
to provide them with a clearer
picture and workable options,”
she said.

She noted that feedback

. Woathered
‘L\ by PGC in-

= dicates
' that
most
hawk-
ers are not op-

posed to change,

but cost remains a key concern.

“If the state government can
introduce a costeffective alter-
native that does not affect their
earnings, | believe they will be
open to adopting it,” she said.

On a related matter, Tan also
highlighted PGC’s efforts to
encourage reusable practices,
including the distribution of re-
usable bags designed by the
council.

“So far, 30,000 reusable
bags have been distributed
across Penang,” she said.

Announcements vital for Penang’s transport ecosystem

*From pg 1

“This year, more construction
sites will open, and there will be
road narrowing and heavier con-
gestion. This is a difficulty we
must go through for major infra-
structure projects like the LRT,”
he said, adding that mitigation
plans are being implemented in
collaboration with local authori-
ties to minimise disruption.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow welcomed the announce-
ments, describing them as
timely and crucial for Penang'’s
transport ecosystem.

“Many of the firstgenera-
tion RapidPenang buses have
served for more than 10, 12, or
even 15 years, and it is indeed
time for replacement,” he said.

He said the expansion of Rap-
id On-Demand services would al-
s0 help address public concerns
about lastmile and firstmile
connectivity, particularly ahead
of the completion of the LRT Mu-
tiara Line.

Chow also highlighted the
strong collaboration between
the federal and state govern-
ments, noting that Penang has
long supported bus services
through state allocations along-
side federal funding.

“These efforts have already
resulted in increased ridership
year after year. We hope that

These new RapidPenang buses are all set to move people around.

ridership can recover faster
than pre-pandemic levels, ide-
ally within this year, following
the replacement of buses,”
he added.

Responding to queries on
water taxis, Loke said ferry ser-
vices between Penang Sentral
and George Town continue to
perform well, with no major com-
plaints received.

However, proposals for water
taxis have yet to materialise due

to safety, licensing and infra-
structure requirements.

“Any water transport must
comply with licensing and safety
regulations under the Marine
Department, and issues like
landing points and jetty loca-
tions must be clearly resolved,”
he said, while welcoming private
sector initiatives that meet regu-
latory standards.

Also present at the event
were state Infrastructure,

Transport and Digital Commit-
tee chairman Zairil Khir Johari,
state Local Government, Town
and Country Planning Commit-
tee chairman Jason H’'ng Mooi
Lye, Penang Port Commission
(PPC) chairman Datuk Yeoh
Soon Hin, Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) mayor Datuk A.
Rajendran, Transport Ministry
secretary-general Datuk Seri
Jana Santhiran Muniayan and
other key officials.
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HIS year's Chinese New Year has
Tgot extra horsepower. Literally.
The Year of the Horse is here,
and everyone’s saddling up for pros-
perity, joy and maybe a few awkward
family questions.

The festivities kick off with spring
cleaning so intense even the cobwebs
start packing.

Then comes reunion dinner, where
=, dumplings, fish and rice cakes pile up

“))) higher than a jockey’s hurdle. The rule

Vyw il

. iS simple: eat until you can’t move,
\ then gallop back for seconds.

During all this, firecrackers explode
through the night.

Of course, no celebration is com-
plete without Auntie’s annual interroga-
tion: “When are you getting married?”
“Why haven't you bought a house?”
“Have you gained weight?”

- This year, you can aIways trot away
J gracefully, claiming you're just em-
)))) bodying the Horse's spirit of freedom.
To add to the festivities, most |
shopplng malls, hotels and other
premises have outdone each other
to attract guests.

#’:l'

Gallopl

the Year of the..

1. The Cai Shen Yeh (God of
Prosperity) statue at Lebuh
Cecil Public Market watches
over hawkers’ daily trade.

2. Decorative items, including
horse figurines, line the
shelves at Red House
Wedding Accessories in Bukit
Mertajam.

3. The horse statue emerges
as a showstopper among the
CNY decorations at Sunshine
Central Penang in Air Itam.

4. A captivating horse
installation takes centre
stage at the Penang Miao
Hui lighting ceremony at
Armenian Park, with Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow
(second from right) officiating
the event.

5. An air of festivity prevails at
Gurney Paragon’s St Jo.

6. With spring in the air, 1st
Avenue Mall is aglow with
colourful CNY decorations.

Of course, there are also the

musthaves - Chinese delicacies and
mandarin oranges.

So here’s to galloping into 2026
with laughter, luck and enough dump- |
lings to fuel a long ride.

Gong Xi Fa Cai
v, from all of us at
}) ) Buletin Mutiara!
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ENANG is poised to sig-
Pnificantly strengthen its

estimated economic im-
pact (EEI) from the Meetings,
Incentives, Conferences and
Exhibitions (MICE) industry
with the opening of the Pen-
ang Waterfront Convention
Centre (PWCC).

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
said the new convention centre,
which was officially opened last
October, marks a major mile-
stone in the state’s longterm
MICE and tourism strategy.

“By the middle of this year, |
have been informed that the ac-
companying shopping mall, of
fice spaces and hotel will also be
completed.

“This will transform the area
into an important new hub that
enhances Penang’'s potential
as a MICE destination, comple-
menting the existing MICE facili-
ties in the state.

“The Penang government
views the addition of PWCC not
as a move to compete with ex-
isting venues, but rather as an
effort to unlock Penang’s full
potential as a tourism and MICE
hub for the northern region of
Peninsular Malaysia, and for the
country as a whole,” Chow told
reporters after leading a state
delegation in an official visit to
the convention centre recently.

Among those present during
the visit were State Secretary
Datuk Seri Zulkifli Long, Penang
Infrastructure, Transport and
Digital Committee chairman Zair-
il Khir Johari, Penang Trade, En-

Chow in a group photo with (front row, from left): Gooi, Rashidi, Zulkifli, Ling, Dawn Tan, Wong, H'ng, Sundarajoo, Connie Tan and other

dignitaries during the site visit.

trepreneurial Development and
Rural Development Committee
chairman Datuk Rashidi Zinol,
Penang Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee chairman
Wong Hon Wai, Penang Local
Government, Town and Country
Planning Committee chairman
Jason H'ng Mooi Lye, Penang
Youth, Sports and Health Com-
mittee chairman Daniel Gooi Zi
Sen, Penang Housing and Envi-
ronment Committee chairman
Datuk Seri Sundarajoo Somu,
Seri Delima assemblyman Con-
nie Tan Hooi Peng, Penang Is-
land City Council (MBPP) mayor
Datuk A. Rajendran, IJM Peren-
nial Development director Datuk

Tony Ling Thou Lung and Peren-
nial Holdings chief operating of-
ficer Dawn Tan.

Chow noted that Penang's
MICE industry has already re-
corded steady growth over the
past few years, driven by the
strong roles played by the Pen-
ang Convention and Exhibition
Bureau (PCEB), Penang Global
Tourism (PGT) and Wong's office.

“It is crucial that we continue
to ensure sufficient facilities are
in place to meet rising demand
in terms of tourist arrivals, as
well as the number of organisers
choosing Penang as their event
destination.

“With the completion of public

FEBRUARY 1628, 2026 D

PWCC boost for
MICE industry

transport infrastructure and the
expansion of highway networks,
Penang will further strengthen
its position as a leading tourism
and MICE destination, not only in
the northern region but nation-
wide,” he said.

Wong, meanwhile, revealed
that Penang achieved more than
RM1 billion in EEI from the MICE
sector last year.

“With the addition of PWCC,
we expect this figure to increase
further this year. While the exact
percentage growth has yet to be
determined, we are confident the
uplift will be significant,” he said.

Relatively, Ling said with PW-
CC now operational, Phase Two

of the development represents
a major step forward in position-
ing Penang as a competitive and
credible MICE destination on the
global stage.

“Since its opening, PWCC has
already hosted several major inter-
national events, reflecting strong
market confidence and demand.

“The convention centre is ex-
pected to play a catalytic role in
driving visitor arrivals, stimulat-
ing economic activity and creat-
ing employment opportunities
across tourism, hospitality and
related industries,” he added.

Designed as Penang’s flag-
ship MICE venue, PWCC offers
7,318 sqg metres of column-free
space capable of accommodat-
ing up to 10,000 delegates,
supported by flexible breakout
rooms and advanced digjtal in-
frastructure.

This positions PWCC as the
largest convention centre in the
northern region of Peninsular
Malaysia and a key enabler in
Penang’s efforts to attract major
international events.

Airconditioning for multi pm&héﬁ[‘iﬁg .

RESIDENETS using the multi-
purpose hall in Taman Tun Sar-
don can now do so in cooler
conditions.

Thanks to the Penang Is-
land City Council (MBPP), the
hall has undergone a major up-
grade with the installation of 12
airconditioning units and floor
improvements  costing about
RM354,500.

The installation of aircondi-
tioning units marks a significant
improvement as the facility pre-
viously lacked air-conditioning.

Seri Delima assemblyman
Connie Tan said the overall up-
grading works were completed
within six months.

She added that the building
was previously in a dilapidated
condition, requiring more exten-
sive work, which resulted in a

longer construction period.

“With the upgrading com-
pleted, the facility has been
transformed into a new space
designed with a green building
concept,” she said.

Tan said the venue has yet to
be opened to the public as up-
grading works are still ongoing
at the Astaka which is located
below the building,.

“The Astaka is also being
upgraded and is expected to
be completed within this year,
although | cannot confirm the
exact month,” she said.

She said once the Astaka
reopens, temporary usage of
the space will end, parking will
be available and the commu-
nity facility can then be officially
opened for public bookings.

Tan said the upgraded venue

MBPP spent{about RM354 500 for the

upgrading purposes.

is intended to function as a com-
munity centre, hosting festive
celebrations and various local
community activities.

“I would like to thank MBPP
for its continuous support in up-
grading the facilities, which has
brought greater convenience to
residents in this area,” she said.

On recreational facilities, Tan
said a popular hub for pickleball,

e e e i

with five public pickleball courts,
is already available alongside sev-
eral privately managed courts.
She said requests had been
made to add more pickleball
courts, but part of the site is
occupied by a badminton court
that will remain unchanged.
“We are discussing with MB-
PP the possibility of adding three
or four pickleball courts on the

available open space, subject to
feasibility,” she said.

Tan said the upgrades are
also aimed at encouraging resi-
dents, especially senior citizens,
to stay active and maintain good
health.

“With better facilities, resi-
dents are encouraged to come
out, exercise and stay engaged
with the community,” she said.



mill

AR

FEBRUARY 16 —28, 2026

Extensive support

for Tamil schools

=Story by Kevin Vimal
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HE Penang government
Tcontinues to strengthen

Tamil education through a
comprehensive approach, says
state Housing and Environment
Committee chairman Datuk Seri
Sundarajoo Somu.

These efforts combine infra-
structure upgrades, governance
reforms, student development
programmes and long-term path-
way planning.

Speaking in an exclusive in-
terview with Buletin Mutiara in
Komtar recently, Sundarajoo,
who also heads the Penang Spe-
cial Committee for Tamil Schools
Initiatives, said all initiatives are
guided by strict governance, ac-
countability and onthe-ground
verification to ensure funds are
used effectively.

“Every Tamil school submits a
detailed list of its needs, whether

for infrastructure, digital facilities
or equipment. These requests
are compiled and followed up
with site visits before any alloca-
tion is approved,” he said.

Procurement and financial
procedures, he added, adhere
to strict controls, including the
requirement for at least three
guotations and multiple levels
of approval.

“Funds are not handed over
casually. Payments are made
directly through the banking
system, and we personally veri-
fy that the work has been com-
pleted before final clearance.
These checks and balances
are crucial to prevent misuse,”
Sundarajoo added.

Penang currently supports 28
Sekolah Jenis Kebangsaan Tamil
(SJKT), many of which have un-
dergone significant upgrades in
recent years.

According to Sundarajoo, most
schools are now equipped with

smart boards or smart TVs, digi
tal libraries and laptops, reflecting
the state’s push towards mod-
ernised learning environments.
“This year, we are replacing
tables and chairs for Years One
to Three, and next year we will ex-
tend this to Years Four to Six. Tab-
lets are also being distributed to
support digital learning,” he said.
A key pillar of Penang’s sup-
port for Tamil schools is its em-
phasis on Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics
(STEM), with between 10% and
15% of allocations channelled
towards STEM-related initiatives.
“This focus has produced
results. Our students have
achieved national recognition
in robotics competitions, which
shows that given the right expo-
sure and training, they can excel
alongside their peers,” Sundara-
joo said.
Bagan Dalam assemblyman
Kumaran Krishnan, who is also

L e }

involved in the committee’s work,
said the initiatives go beyond ac-
ademics to address confidence,
participation and inclusivity.

“We organise ‘recharge’ ses-
sions for teachers and the com-
munity, sports carnivals at the
state stadium and even food
carnivals to bring parents and
students together. These activi-
ties help strengthen the school
ecosystem and encourage enrol-
ment,” he said.

Both leaders acknowledged
a longstanding challenge faced
by Tamil school students - the
absence of a Tamilimedium sec-
ondary school which has led to
dropouts and limited pathways
to subjects like SPM Tamil and
Tamil literature.

“This is a serious gap. We are
actively engaging the state and

Sundarajoo (left) and
Kumaran are proud
that Penang’s Tamil
school initiatives have
attracted attention
from other states.

federal education authorities on
the proposal to establish a Tamil

secondary school. It would be
the first of its kind in the coun-
try,” Sundarajoo said.

In the meantime, the state
is prioritising Bahasa Malaysia
proficiency to help students tran-
sition smoothly into secondary
schools.

Penang’s Tamil school initia-
tives have attracted attention
from other states, with delega-
tions visiting to learn from its
model.

“We are proud that Penang
is seen as a reference point.
Our goal now is to sustain
these programmes, complete
ongoing upgrades and, in the
medium term, realise the es-
tablishment of a Tamil second-
ary school,” Kumaran said.
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ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA N.09 BAGAN DALAM N.01 PENAGA .
YAB Chow Kon Yeow [T% 04-2260218 YB Kumaran Krishnan @ Calvin {T; 04 -313 1002 YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah U]
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 226 0218 bagandalamn09@gmail.com F
N.13 BERAPIT yéog oy A'NghTUN?GAL T
e ukKnori azall
véslgc?th’UDT?A%mgmad Abdul Hamid [T; 04 - 626 1442 EB Hef)r bee Lee }B 81‘7 5%30(3)(5)%9 i
mohdhamid@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 626 1442 Lerapiredappg.org - yéoia PEI;A@ALA%%IBERANGAN .
; N.14 MACHANG BUBOK ona Sobr>ale M
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my [F; 04-2618715 kllee78@gmail.com F) 04-551 1442 §B°ﬂﬁﬂggﬁ{§é’ é\ouzi Yusoff m
yg'é oo h TEN(L;AH T) 04 - 507 5001
N.15 PADANG LALANG 00i Hsiao-Leung - |
YB Gooi Zi Sen (T) 012 - 500 1571 gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my H 04 - 507 5001 %0227%9\'@%“ TAWAR M
gooizisen@penang.gov.my
N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
N.16 PERAI YB Goh Choon Atk {B G-dzsey N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YI;% Dato’ Seri Sundiarcioo A/L Somu (T) 04 - 397 3600 - Vi el el Al el m
é. o] i a il. .
LT e Yo Igsgﬂlgng (T) 04 - 829 0614 N.11 PERMATANG PASIR =~
N19 JAWI dapairputih@gmail.com YB Amir Hamzah Abdul Hashim M
YB H'ng Mooi Lye T) 04 - 594 1163
S i _ N.24 KEBUN BUNGA N.12 PENANTI
nledunjowi@gmai.com [F{ Ue-gpnsles YE Lee Boon Hen (T)011-2773 6684 | | YB Zulkefi Bakar m
N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH leeboonheng24@gmail.com
- Nt 1L N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
ETRER pie oo [R 04 - 593 2408 N.25 PULAU TIKUS YB Abidin Ismail m
D£15sgachenP2dmai.com YB Woo Sze Zeng (H) 016 - 417 2548
N.22 TANJONG BUNGA Joshuawoosz@gmai.com N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Zairil Khir Johari [T; 04 - 818 3866 N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA YB Mohamad Shukor Zakariah m
tanjongbunga@bukitbendera.org F) 04 - 262 5952 YB W?<n Ylliei? H@%mg {B 04 - 299 2574
pengkalankora@aappg.org N.40 TELOK BAHANG
N.30 SUNGAI PINANG d N
4 S < B YB Muhamad Kasim M
el L —— IF) 04 456 6630 N.28 KOMTAR
— [ Teh Lai Hong {R 9162706808 NAMA No Tel/ No Faks
omiare appg.org =
N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Wong Hon Wai . [T{ 04 - 826 1898 N.31 BATU LANCANG PENANG CARE SOCIETY s]H%Tn% 10123
wonghonwail973@gmail.com F YB Ong Ah Teong }T; 04 - 280 4411 ) 04 -
s A R ongahteong@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 280 4422
. Jd DAP PENANG HQ T) 04 - 228 8482
YB Fahmi Zainol [Tg 04-253 7545 N.32 SERI DELIMA dappenang@dapmalaysia.org H 04-228 8514
fahmizainol@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 293 7546 YB Tan Hooi Peng T) 04 - 659 5611
LI n32seridelima@gmail.com {F{ PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-3970115
;\(/I‘Belﬁg(t]%k Seri Reezal Merican Naina [B N.33 AIR ITAM '
Sistatismatsgra com e B3 is
| _
N.07 SUNGAI PUYU N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Phee Syn Tze ) m 04 -313 7987 YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam T) 04 - 668 1062
n07sungaipuyu@gmail.com ) 012-248 5938 kumar.harapan35@gmail.com F) 04 - 668 1062
N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
'Y‘lBoca}?eAeG$e"lef1EKR2AeAnL T) 018 - 388 6317 YB Dato’ Azrul Mahathir Aziz ET{ 04 - 649 3976
cheeyeehkeen@gmail.com H ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com F) 04 - 649 3976

Pertandingan Melukis Poster - 1/2026 LELIELE

Pertama: RM700
Kedua: RM500
Ketiga: RM300

&'2@3 O b WPENANG

Tarikh peraduan: 1 Januari - 31 Mac 2026 |}

Nama:
 Saizkertss lukisen adalah AS (B9F emx d2em). 20 nNamE: e e e R R

2
3
&
5. Lukisan grafik dan adaptasi menggunakan komputer adalah tidak dibenarkan. Kad PEI‘IQETIE[EH:
&
7

1. Berumur 13 tahun dan ke atas.
. Peraduan dibuka dari 1 Januari 2024 hingga 31 Mac 2024,
. Bebas menggunakan sebarang jenis bahan mewarna.

. Lukisan dan idea adalah hasil ciptaan sendiri.

. Karya perlu bertemakan ‘Wanita Diperkasa, Kemuniti Sejahtera’,
Diwajibkan untuk sertakan logo Penang2030 dan Buletin Mutiara dalam karya.

8. Borang butiran peribadi peserta perlu ditampal di bahagian belakang karya.

9. Penyertaan ahli keluarga terdekat barisan penganjur adalah tidak sah. No. Telefon: [R“mah]’

10. Hasil karya adalah hak milik penganjur. {Bimhil}

11. Sebarang pertanyaan, sila hubungi 04-6505704 f 5705.

12. Alamatkan semua borang penyertaan ke: Bl

Pertandingan Melukis Poster - 1/2026,
Tingkat 47 KOMTAR, 10503 Pulau Pinang. (Pastikan semua butiran diisi dengan lengkap).
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SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

IN:EO

SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MBSP 2026
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MBSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
ﬁgm%d Rizal Abd. 019 - 464 6696 1. Yeap Choon Keong Seberang Perai Penyelia 013 - 449 0366
Utara Bahagian
Anuar Yussoff 016 -461 6390 Kewarganegaraan
2. K. Velan Seberang Perai 018 -394 4537
Chang Kim Joo 016 - 436 9268 (Pegawai Pembantu) Selatan ' )
Pejabat Bahagian

Kewarganegaraan Pulau Pinang,

Chong Wei Hoong 012 - 484 9693 3. Joseph Tan Seberang Perai : 012 - 470 3880
(Pegawai Pembantu) Tengah Tingkat 44, KOMTAR
Datuk Mohd Noor 019 -4731172 . : .
Ahmad 4. K. Dasmfml Timur Laut N. Vasanthakumari 012 -412 2375
(Pegawai Pembantu) (Pembantu Tadbir)
- 04 - 650 5105
S e Sl S Ol =481 g9 5. | Ay Yap See Barat Daya 011 - 5313 6188

(Pegawai Pembantu)

Nota:

Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.

SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

MBPP 2026

Nama

Telefon

Hasrul Husin 010-379 7729
Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 - 261 2460
Lim Chee Chien 012 - 521 9894
Lim Eng Nam 016 - 411 4400

MBPP

04 - 259 2020

Alan Lim Wei Lun

017 - 343 3995

Linda Ng Kerh Wei

011-1144 8393

Chan Soon Aun

012 - 4850728

Dato’ Haji Abdul Razak Abdul 012 - 464 6277
Rahman
David Chen Wooi Teong 012-492 1114

Linggeswaran a/l 013 - 419 9071
Charmar
Muhamad Suzuki 011-1119 4419

Ahmad

Deenadayalan a/l Kandiah

019 - 473 9895

Ngoh Cheng Hai

017 -979 0933

Dr. Mohd Suhairi Arumugam
Abdullah

016 - 521 3369

Foo Yu Keong 012 - 455 0074
Haji Mohamed Yusoff 019-4138114
Mohamed Noor

Koay Gaik Kee 016 - 447 5088

Lee Seng Hwai

016 - 440 6798

Lee Wei Seang

012 - 452 8305

Manimaran a/l Samba Sivam

016 - 438 3437

Mohamad Khairani Abdul
Shukor

019 - 594 4533

Ooi Yong Wooi 016 -421 1196
Ponnudurai a/I 012 - 423 3578
V Anthony Srinvasagam

Predeeb Kumar a/l 016 - 498 5421
Kalidass

Tan Chee Teong 012-4017718
Teh Chuann Yien 010 - 441 7749

Mohd Aidil Fitri lbrahim

019 - 443 2088

Muhammad Khairul Mohd Ali

012 - 542 0520

Yeoh Kim Kim

012 - 428 6438

Muhamad Nayim Othuman
Mydin

017 - 465 4947

Muhammad Adzlan Adzhar

017 - 3350030

Ooi Mei Mei 011 - 1443 8734
Rohaizat Hamid 019 -5100075
Tan May Peng 016 - 461 3511

Tan Soo Siang

012-4752453

Yoganragj Thever a/l 012 - 444 5675
Kathiravelu

Zainuddin Mohamed 012 - 479 4200
Zulkifli Md. Yusop 016 - 432 0789
Zulkiply Ishak 013 - 431 6161

Theng Jie Wey 016-4187108
Visvenathan a/l Tangavello 019 -488 1010
Zuraida Mohamad Arshad 019 - 464 3674

EDITORIAL

Editors :
Ong Kok Hoay (English)
Tan Kean Ming (Chinese)
G. Revatic (Tamil)

Writers :
M. Tanushalini, Edmund Lee, Muhamad Riadz Akmal
and Kevin Vimal (English)
Eng Kok Wei, Foong Chee Yin,
Wong Sook Shyan and Lee Jia Ying (Chinese)
J. Patmavathy (Tamil)

Photographers :
Law Suun Ting, Alissala Thian,
Ahmad Adil Muhamad, Darwina Mohd. Daud,
Noor Siti Nabilah Noorazis,
Adleena Rahayu Ahmad Radszi,
Siti Nuratikah Rahmat, Siew Chia En and
Muhammad Igbal Homdan

Graphic Designers :
Idzham Ahmad
Nasrul Amir Yahaya

Bagi sebarang maklum balas, sila hantar ke:

Editor BULETIN MUTIARA,
Tingkat 47, Komtar, 10503 Penang
Telefon : 04-650 5468 ; Fax : 04-261 5923
Email: buletinmutiara.bpkn@gmail.com

Subseribe

www.buletinmutiara.com

K3 buletinmutiara |ChowKunYenw
chowkonyeow
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Lim legac
pedals forwa

=Story by Kevin Vimal
=Pix by Siew Chia En

ENANGITES who are
Pinto cycling will most
probably know about
Lim Bicycle Station Sdn Bhd.

Tucked along the bustling An-
son Road, Lim Bicycle Station
is the headquarters of a legacy
that has kept Penang moving for
almost eight decades.

What began in 1948 as a
humble bicycle repair shop
has today grown into one of
the state’s most influential cy-

cling hubs, driven by the grit, |
unity and unbroken passion of a |

three-generation family.
During an exclusive interview

From Datok HKeramat, the
shop changed location to Bayan
Baru in 1976.

“We faced tough times when
motorcycles became more con-
venient and affordable. The bi-

Lal Huat (centre), with his
staff Yee Fang (front row,
thlrd from left), and Yee
Wei (front row, third from

;rlght) FE '

¥

Match \

A staff posing with the
" machine that begins the
journey of customising one's
fit for the perfect ride.

with Buletin Mutiara recently, fa- |

ther Lim Lai Huat and his two el-
dest children, Lim Yee Fang and
Lim Yee Wei, shared stories of
resilience, evolution and an un-
wavering love for bicycles.

Their words reveal not just
the journey of a business but
the heart of a family that has
pedalled through Malaysia’'s
changing times.

The Lim family’s story starts
just after World War Il, when the
late founder, Lim Teik Chuan,
opened the very first shop in Da-
tok Keramat.

With bicycles then serving as
a primary mode of transporta-
tion, the workshop became an
essential touchpoint for daily
commuters.

“We started as a simple repair
shop. Bicycles and tricycles were
everything to people then,” said
72yearold Lai Huat, who has
been in the business for 49 years.

wm!!l'"ﬁjﬂf!ﬁlmﬂuuwmmr|||'ﬂ"""""mmmmmmm =

tion under SLM Bicycle Trading,
and employs 30 staff across
the three outlets.
Five of Lai Huat’s six children
helped set up

cycle trade dropped a lot.

“But we never gave up. We
had to innovate,” Lai Huat said.

Their revival began in the ear-
ly 2000s, coinciding with the
growing popularity of cycling
as both a sport and leisure
activity.

The family later expanded
to the Sungai Nibong outlet
in 2011 and to Anson Road
(HQ) in 2020.

Today, the business in- ,!

cludes retail and distribu- Ejm
LS Bit: 'U'CLE SHOP

the shops, a testament to how
deeply the business is rooted in
family.

Eldest daughter Yee Fang, 44,

and second son Yee Wei, 41,
have taken the reins of
daily operations, con-
tinuing the legacy while
adapting to modern cy-
cling needs.

“We are proud of how
far we have come.

“From a small local
store to a trusted special-
ist in bicycles, our steady

growth reflects our com-
mitment to quality and
long-term customer rela-
tionships,” Yee Fang said.

They do not look at the
business as merely about
selling bicycles, but also
nurturing trust, expertise
and community.

“We have built a loyal custom-
er base, expanded our product
range, and secured partnerships
with reputable global brands.

“Each achievement reminds
us why we work so hard,” Yee
Wei added.

From|its' humble
beginnings almost 80
years ago (INSET), the
firm is now located/in/a
modern, purpose-built
premises.

AT T T

Behind every sale and repair

e b — wuadmmnw.m -
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is a team of trained technicians
and dedicated managers.

“Technical knowledge is
crucial.

“Our staff undergo online
training and certifications,” Yee
Wei said.

Far beyond business, Lim
Bicycle Station has become a
gathering point for cyclists from
various backgrounds, from be-
ginners to competitive riders
and even world-class athletes.

“We have helped riders find
the right equipment and stay
motivated.

“By hosting rides, sharing
technical knowledge, and sup-
porting events, we hope to con-
tribute to a stronger and more
connected cycling community in
Penang,” Yee Fang said.

Over the years, the outlets
have actively supported events by
government bodies, the Penang
Island City Council (MBPP), the
police and local cycling groups.

The family recognises how far
Penang has come in embracing
cycling.

“Penang has evolved a lot as
a cyclingfriendly state.

“We are glad to play a role by
offering high-quality products,
technical expertise and consis-
tent customer support,” Yee
Fang said.

When asked what advice he
has for younger entrepreneurs,
Lai Huat offered a simple but
powerful message.

“Always have positive think-
ing and never give up easily.”

In many ways, that has been
the secret behind the Lim fam-
ily's long-standing success, a
belief that perseverance, family
unity and the strength of com-
munity can carry them through
any challenge.

And with three generations
already shaping the state’s cy-
cling landscape, and signs of
the fourth beginning to show in-
terest, the Lim legacy looks set
to keep rolling for many more
years to come.
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TH a history dating back al-
most 80 years, a traditional
Chinese medicine (TCM) shop

continues to operate under its second-
generation practitioner, despite changing
healthcare preferences.

Poh Aun Tong Medical Hall on Camp-
bell Street, established by the late Chan
Chooi Foo in 1947, is now run by his
75year-old daughter, Chan Soo Sum,
who has been serving patients for more
than five decades.

Soo Sum said traditional herbal medi-
cine has become increasingly rare, as
many practitioners retire or shift towards
more modern treatment models.

She attributed the decline largely to
lifestyle changes, noting that younger
generations tend to prefer Western medi-
cine for its convenience.

“Traditional medicine requires herbs
to be boiled and prepared. Many young
people do not have the time or patience
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Keeping a Chinese .
Medical Hall legacy alive

for this anymore,” she told Buletin Muti-
ara during a recent interview.

Despite this, the clinic continues to
receive loyal customers, including many
who now live overseas.

“Some customers migrated long ago,
but whenever they return, they still come
back to see me to buy medicine and
bring it overseas,” she said.

Most of these customers, she added,
are from older generations, with their
children and even grandchildren now vis-
iting the clinic directly.

“This trust has been built over many
years. Because of that, we are confident
in what we do,” she said.

The medical hall operates daily except
on Sundays.

Asked how long she intends to con-
tinue, Soo Sum said there is no definite
answer.

“I have already told my children not to
take over. | am the second generation,
but there will be no third generation,”
she said.

“As long as my health allows it, | hope

to continue working every day to serve
my customers,” she said.

She noted that some longtime pa-
tients do not accept powdered medicine,
syrups or pills, preferring traditional herb-
al decoctions that must be boiled.

“I believe very few practitioners still do
this. Most prescribe powders or ready-
made medicine now,” she said.

Business, she said, was better in
previous decades but gradually declined
over time. It saw a surge during the Co-
vid-19 pandemic.

“During the pandemic, many patients
turned to traditional medicine instead of
Western medicine. Business was actu-
ally better during that period,” she said.

She added that preparing herbal medi-
cine requires patience and careful in-
struction, with some prescriptions need-
ing to be boiled for at least an hour.

Unlike modernised shops that use
machines and vacuum packaging, she
said her practice remains strictly tradi-
tional, with limited storage time for pre-
pared medicine.

i
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So0o0 Sum is meticulous when it comes to
preparing traditional herbal medicine.

She recalled that in the past, many
traditional herbal shops lined the old
streets, but today only one or two, includ-
ing hers, remain in the area.

Chooi Foo passed away in 1990 at
the age of 80. His certificates and docu-
ments are still kept at the clinic.

While retirement remains inevitable,
she said, stepping away would not be
easy.

“For now, | will continue for as long as |
am able, one day at a time,” she added.

-—

b e R e T S S

S EEEEEEEEE S5
i) wY iy s Y i i Y Y B B T T

e— e ADANGERMEMUDAHAN —— ==

¢ Bilik Komuniti # Bilik Permainan ¢ Bilik Tarian + Dek Yoga / Tai Chi ¢ Gimnasium
+ Padang Senaman ¢ Ruang Rekreasi ¢+ Sauna ¢ Sudut BBQ ¢ Bilik Bacaan

(1184469-U)

Wisma Dayamas Sdn. Bhd.
GSD Sales Gallery, Lot 2
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IKLAN INI TELAH DILULUSKAN OLEH JABATAN PERUMAHAN NEGARA

mana pemilik rumah dapat menikmati

DI MANA KETENANGAN
BERLEMU KEMAMPUAN

Terletak di dalam kejiranan yang tenang di Teluk Kumbar, D'Tiara adalah rumah moden di
ketenangan alam semula jadi yang jauh dari
kesibukan bandar. Nikmati akses mudah ke tempat makan dan minum (F&B), institusi
pendidikan, penjagaan kesihatan, pusat beli-belah dan banyak lagi melalui jalan utama dan
lebuh raya.
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PIA rolis out

autogates

ASSENGER experi-
P ence at the Penang In-

ternational Airport (PIA)
is set to improve amid ongo-
ing major overhaul works.

These include the installa-
tion of a new automated im-
migration clearance system
alongside upgrades to the e-
hailing waiting area.

State Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee chairman
Wong Hon Wai said the airport
has begun rolling out the Nation-
al Immigration Integrated Sys-
tem (NIISe) with the installation
of five new automated gates at
the departure hall.

“The system is now opera-
tional for Malaysian travellers at
the departure hall, while testing
for international travellers is still
ongoing,” he said after inspect-
ing the autogates at PIA.

Wong said the new system is
capable of processing a passen-
ger in about six seconds, signifi-
cantly speeding up immigration
clearance.

“This is a fast and seamless
process that will improve pas-
senger experience and opera-
tional efficiency at the airport,”
he said.

The system, he added, in-
volves a high-level security com-
ponent and must undergo thor-
ough testing before full imple-
mentation.

“The close cooperation be-
tween the contractor, the Immi-
gration Department and airport
management is required to en-
sure the system is stable and
secure,” he said.

Wong said installation works
are also ongoing at the arrival
hall, where six autogates are be-
ing set up.

“The arrival hall autogates
are expected to be rolled out
this month, subject to success-
ful testing and operational plan-
ning,” he said.

He acknowledged recent public
feedback regarding long queues
involving Malaysian passengers
at the international arrival hall.

“This is a temporary situation
due to the transition from the old
autogate system to the new NI-
ISe system. During this period,
Malaysians are required to use
manual counters together with
foreign travellers,” he explained.

Wong said once the system
is fully operational, Malaysians
will again have access to auto-
mated clearance, easing con-
gestion at immigration counters.

He added that Penang Inter-
national Airport will be the sec-
ond airport after KL International
Airport to fully implement the NI-
ISe system.

“The system allows clearance
either through passport scan-
ning or via the MyNIISe mobile
application using a QR code and
biometric verification,” he said.

Wong said manual immigra-
tion counters would continue to
operate.

Separately, Wong said the
e-hailing waiting area at the air-
port has been upgraded, with
more enhancements planned
this year.

He said discussions on up-
grading the e-hailing zone be-
gan in November last year with
Grab Malaysia and relevant
stakeholders to bring the facil-
ity closer to international airport
standards.

“More than 2,000 e-hailing
vehicles pass through this area
daily, highlighting the importance

The airport’s e-hailing waiting area has been upgraded with
new facilities for passengers’ convenience.

of having a more structured and
efficient system,” he said.

Wong said the upgraded e-
hailing zone near Gates 4 and
5 now features service helpers,
passenger assistance services,
air-conditioned waiting areas
and a clearer queue manage-
ment system.

“Passengers can now see
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which vehicle is arriving through
the system, making the process
smoother and more orderly,” he
said, adding that three waiting
areas have been designated for
passengers.

“These provide more proper
waiting spaces for passengers,
although improvements will con-
tinue due to space constraints

\ M1

Wong checking

the automated
immigration
clearance system
during his visit to the
airport.
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at the airport,” he said.

Wong said the main waiting
area can accommodate be-
tween 40 and 50 passengers
at one time, with a maximum
capacity of about 80.

He stressed that the e-hailing
facility is open to all operators
and is not exclusive to any sin-
gle platform.

\

One of the passengers getting a warm handshake from the VM2026 mascot as (from right) Ooli,

Ch'ng, Azmi and Yeoh look on.

Ty &

Incentives for cruise sector to boost tourism growth

MORE incentives will be offered
to cruise operators to further
strengthen the sector, says
Tourism Malaysia deputy chair-
man Datuk Yeoh Soon Hin.

Among these is the expan-
sion of the existing Charter Flight
Matching Grant (GSPC) this year
to include cruise tourism.

“The RM50 million incen-
tive scheme, which includes
flights, will be offered to cruise
operators and travel agents to
encourage the introduction of
more cruise routes to Malay-
sia,” he said after a welcoming
ceremony for cruise passengers
from the Seven Seas Navigator
at Swettenham Pier Cruise Ter-
minal on New Year's Day.

The event was part of Tour-
ism Malaysia’s simultaneous
welcoming ceremonies at 55
key entry points nationwide to
mark Visit Malaysia Year 2026
(VM2026).

For 2026, Yeoh said Penang
aims to welcome nearly one mil-
lion cruise passengers and ex-

pects some 170 international
cruise calls.

He noted that last year, Pen-
ang received around 700,000
cruise passengers with 120 in-
ternational cruise liners docking
at the port.

“Our goal is to position Pen-
ang as a leading hub for cruise
tourism in the region,” he add-
ed, expressing hope that the
state will achieve its target of
170 cruise ships this year.

The programme was also
held at Penang International
Airport (PIA), with Yeoh in at-
tendance. Another entry point
for the initiative was at the KTM
station in Butterworth.

According to Yeoh, the ini-
tiative aims to increase pub-
lic awareness of tourism-re-
lated programmes, enhance
nationwide and international
publicity and encourage
greater collaboration among
stakeholders in developing
the tourism sector.

Meanwhile, Yeoh said gas-

tronomy tourism remains a key
attraction for Penang with pro-
motional efforts to be intensi-
fied through digital platforms, in-
cluding social media and video
campaigns, as well as collabo-
rations with key opinion leaders
(KOLs), food festivals and culi-
nary competitions.

Also present were Tourism Ma-
laysia senior deputy director inter-
national promotion division (Asia
& Africa) Azmi Abdullah, Penang
Global Tourism chief executive
officer Ooi Chok Yan, Association
of Tourism Attractions Penang (At-
ap) chairman Datuk Ch'ng Huck
Theng and Swettenham Pier
Cruise Terminal Head of Depart-
ment (Cruise & Ferry Operations)
Khairul Anuar Ahmad.

The luxury cruise ship Seven
Seas Navigator arrived at Swet-
tenham Pier at 7am, carrying
557 passengers.

It remained in Georgetown
until 5pm before continuing its
84-day oneway voyage from
Barcelona to Sydney.
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