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ON SOUND FOOTING

ENANG’S economy is
PprOJected to grow be-

tween four and five per
cent this year, says Chief Min-
ister Chow Kon Yeow.

This figure compares fa-
vourably with Bank Negara's
projection that Malaysia's
economy will grow between
four and five per cent this year.

In his winding-up speech
at the recent State Legislative
Assembly sitting, Chow (PH-
Padang Kota) said the state's
inflation rate is also expected
to remain moderate at be-
tween 1.5% and 2.5%.

He said the encouraging
outlook reflects continued
strength in external trade ac-
tivities, which remain among
the key drivers of
Penang's economy.

“Based on the lat-
est economic infor-
mation,  Penang's
Gross Domestic
Product (GDP)
2026 is projected to
grow between four
and five per cent.

“This reflects the strong
performance of the high-tech-
nology manufacturing sec-
tor, electrical and electronics
(E&E), as well as external trade
activities,” he said.

Penang, Chow added, has
continued to maintain its po-
sition as one of the country's
key investment destinations
based on official statistics from
the Malaysian Investment De-
velopment Authority (Mida).

He said the state recorded

total approved investments
of RM6396 billion, with the
services sector contrlbutlng
RM41.22 billion, while the man-
ufacturing sector accounted
for RM22.38 billion.

“This achievement reflects
the high and continuous con-
fidence of investors in the
strength of the state's eco-
nomic fundamentals, indus-
trial ecosystem stability and
progressive, competitive de-
velopment direction,” he said.

Chow added the Penang
government would continue
adopting a responsible fiscal
approach instead of populist
measures in ensuring sustain-
able governance and long-
term economic resilience.

He said the state
government wel-
comed a proposal by
Joseph Ng Soon Siang
¥ | (PH-Air Itam) to help
= reduce the people's
cost-of-living  burden

through  discounts
~ and assistance initia-
“tives.

He said the proposal reflects
concern for public welfare and
aligns with the state govern-
ment's aspiration to prioritise
the people's well-being.

“Accordingly, the state will
comprehensively study the
proposal by taking into account
financial implications, imple-
mentation effectiveness and
long-term benefits to the peo-
ple and the state,” he added.

On the state’s finances,
Chow said Penang recorded

| F

total revenue of RM403.39mil
as of May 13 this year based on
the Consolidated Revenue Ac-
count statement.

“In terms of operating ex-
penditure, the state govern-

ment spent RM310.22mil,
which remains under control,”
he said.

As a result, Chow said the
state recorded a current sur-
plus of RM9317mil, contribut-
ing to an increase in the bal-
ance of the Consolidated Rev-
enue Account.

Chow said additional rev-
enue obtained by the state
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Chow handing over the speech text to Yang diPertua Negeri Tun Ramli Ngah Talib for h|s
opening address.

would be channelled back to
the people through infrastruc-
ture development, social em-
powerment programmes like
i-Sejahtera, disaster manage-
ment efforts and various de-
velopment initiatives directly
benefiting public well-being.

ON OTHER MATTERS:

BPenang International Finan-
cial Centre (PIFC) - PIFC's es-
tablishment remains key stra-
tegic priority for the Penang
government to strengthen the
state's position as a future hub
for financial services and high-

value economic activities.
“After nearly two years of
planning, stakeholder engage-
ment and restructuring efforts
involving various key parties,
including the Finance Ministry,
Bank Negara Malaysia, the Se-
curities Commission Malaysia
and the Labuan Financial Ser-
vices Authority, as well as the
Expression of Interest (EOI)
process involving potential
developers, the state govern-
ment is now entering a new
and more significant phase
focused on implementation.
*Turn ToPg 2
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‘Cleansing’ land record issues

ENANG’s land tax re-
Pvision has not only

modernised the state’s
revenue framework but also
uncovered thousands of long-
standing land record issues.

In his winding-up speech
at the State Legislative As-
sembly recently, Chief Minis-
ter Chow Kon Yeow said the
review went far beyond taxa-
tion, describing it as a com-
prehensive “cleansing” of land
administration following the
shift from manual to comput-
erised systems.

“The issue of tax revision has
become one of the most de-
bated matters. Therefore, allow
me to provide a concise but
comprehensive  explanation,
as this issue has also been ad-
dressed through previous writ-
ten and oral replies,” he said.

One of the most significant
outcomes of the review was
the discovery of 11,263 problem-
atic land titles or tax accounts.

“The review also served as
a comprehensive update and
‘cleansing’ of land data follow-
ing the transition from manual
to computerised land admin-
istration systems,” Chow said.

The exercise identified cases
involving overlapping owner-
ship, duplicate active accounts
and wrongly registered dis-
tricts.

“Tax rates are now deter-
mined based on current land
usage to ensure fairness and
equity to all landowners.”

He stressed that the over-
haul was long overdue, as
the system had not been re-
viewed since 1994.

“The 2026 land tax revision
was implemented based on
the need to restructure Pen-
ang's land taxation system to
make it more modern, organ-
ised, transparent and fair in
line with rapid economic, social
and development changes.

“This review is not politically

State to review PDC
report on landfill project

*From Pg 1

“Guided by the spirit of ‘If
the plan doesn't work, change
the plan, but never the goal,
the state government has ad-
opted a new strategy through
the establishment of the PIFC
Special Task Force Commit-
tee, which was approved dur-
ing the state executive coun-
cil meeting on March 18 this
year, to accelerate the devel-
opment of the policy frame-
work, strategic plan and early
implementation of the PIFC
in @ more comprehensive and
structured manner through a
whole-of-state approach.”
mJelutong Landfill Reha-
bilitation project - Penang
government taking seriously
the fact that approval for the
Environmental Impact As-
sessment (EIA) has yet to be
obtained.

“The state government will
review the report from the
Penang Development Corpo-
ration (PDC) before making
any decision on the direction
of the project.

“The state government s al-

so of the view that the project
is crucial in addressing exist-
ing safety and environmental
concerns at the Jelutong land-
fill site, including fire risks, gas
emissions, leachate discharge
and structural instability at
the landfill area.”

On governance issues involv-
ing InvestPenang - Chow said
the Penang government views
the matter seriously.

“Improvement  measures
have been and are being im-
plemented, including the de-
velopment of a Board Char-
ter aligned at the state level
through Chief Minister Incorpo-
rated (CMI), the standardisation
of reporting formats for over-
seas investment missions, as
well as improvements to inter-
nal organisational procedures.

“It has also been clarified
that the state government's
allocation of RM18.5 million to
InvestPenang and expendi-
ture amounting to RM0.5 mil-
lion for 16 overseas investment
missions covered four years
from 2021 to 2024, and not a
single financial year.”

motivated, but a necessary
measure to ensure the state
government’s long-term fis-
cal sustainability.

“After nearly 32 years without
revision, the state government
has taken a clearly non-popu-
list step,” Chow emphasised.

He also reassured the public
that most landown-
ers continue to pay
modest land taxes.

“Records  show
that 89 percent of
land tax accounts
are below RM500.
This clearly indicates
that the majority «
of landowners in
Penang continue
to pay low and reasonable
land taxes even after the 2026
revision,” Chow added.

He also explained that the
restructuring standardised
tax rates between urban and
rural areas and simplified out-
dated classifications, especially
in developed areas like Bayan
Baru, Bukit Jambul, Seberang
Jaya, Bertam and Bandar Cas-
sia, which had previously been
taxed at rural rates.

Chow said the revised rates
were benchmarked against
other states to maintain com-

AT THE
ST TE RM3.25 per sq metre

nSSE \

petitiveness.

He noted that Penang had
gone the longest without
revising land tax rates since
1994, compared with Selan-
gor (2003 and 2016), the Fed-
eral Territories (2006), Pah-
ang (2019), Johor (2020) and
Melaka (2024).

“Even after revision,
Penang's commer-
cial land tax rate of

remains lower than Jo-
hor's RM7.84 and Kuala
Lumpur's RM4.60," he
said.
p» The Chief Minister
. emphasised that the
revision was carried out
after nearly two years of studies
and public engagement.

“The state government
stresses that the 2026 land
tax review was implemented
carefully, systematically and
in accordance with proper
procedures,” he said.

To ease the burden on the
rakyat, the state introduced a
50 per cent rebate, exemption
of late payment penalties,
flexible payment periods and
appeal channels.

Chow also addressed lease-
hold land concerns, noting

that leasehold titles number
about 34,000, less than 10 per
cent compared with freehold
titles, and only 805 titles have
less than 10 years remaining.

“The Penang government
currently has a comprehen-
sive, fair and welfare-oriented
lease extension policy for state
and mukim leasehold land-
owners,” he said.

Under the policy, residen-
tial and agricultural landown-
ers receive up to 90 per cent
premium discounts, business
landowners get 80 per cent
discounts, while industrial
landowners enjoy discounts
between 30 and 75 percent
subject to conditions.

“Since 2024, a total of 232
lease extension applications
have been received and pro-
cessed by the state govern-
ment, demonstrating its
continued commitment to
ensuring leasehold land-
owners continue to benefit
from secure land tenure/”
Chow said.

He added that granting
freehold ownership is currently
implemented on a limited ba-
sis and subject to special con-
sideration under PTG Circular
No. 3/2025.
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ENANG is the only state
Pin the country to adopt

a shared funding mod-
el for mosque development,
says Deputy Chief Minister |
Prof Datuk Dr Mohamad Ab-
dul Hamid.

Mohamad (pix), who over-
sees the Islamic Religious De-
velopment, Education and
Higher Education as well as
Cooperative Development
portfolios, said the concept en-
ables mosque upgrading and
new construction projects to
be implemented based on a
60:30:10 funding ratio.

“This means 60% of the
funding is provided by the fed-
eral government, 30% by the
state government and the re-
maining 10% comes from pub-

THE Penang government will
continue to place strong em-
phasis on entrepreneurship
development in the state, says
state Trade and National Uni-
ty Committee chairman Goh
Choon Aik.

Goh (pix) said this is because
small and medium enterprises
(SMEs) remain the backbone
of the local economy and a
key source of income for many
people in Penang.

“Various entrepreneurship
development initiatives will
continue to be strengthened,
including SME digitalisation,
entrepreneur capacity-build-
ing, market access enhance-
ment, as well as the expansion
of trade opportunities to en-
sure local businesses remain
resilient and capable of grow-
ing sustainably.

“In this regard, various
forms of financial assistance
are also being provided, in-
cluding through the Skim
Pinjaman Harapan (SPH)
managed by Penang Devel-
opment Corporation (PDC)
to help micro-entrepreneurs
and small traders gain easier,
more structured and inclusive
access to business capital,”
said Goh (PH-Bukit Tambun)
during his winding-up speech

lic contributions and wakaf
(endowment) donations.

“This approach not only
ensures that mosque devel-
opment can be carried out
sustainably, but also reflects
the spirit of cooperation be-
tween the government and
the community in strength-
ening and enlivening mosque
institutions in the state,” said
Mohamad (PH-Batu Maung)
during his winding-up speech
at the recent State Legislative
Assembly sitting.

His winding-up speech was
delivered by state Rural De-
velopment, Agrotechnology,
Food Security and Entrepre-
neurship Development Com-
mittee chairman Datuk Rashi-
di Zinol, who is also the Sungai
Acheh assemblyman, as Mo-
hamad was on special leave to
perform the haj pilgrimage.

Touching on zakat (tithe)

collection, Mohamad said the
state’s zakat collection perfor-
mance continued to record
encouraging growth.

“For 2025, total zakat collec-
tion reached RM202.48 mil-
lion, an increase of 17% com-
pared to the previous year.

“At the same time, za-
kat distribution also rose to
RM200.11 million, marking a
23% increase from RMI162.13
million in 2024.

“This achievement not only
reflects the community’s con-
fidence in the zakat institu-
tion, but also plays an impor-
tant role in safeguarding the
welfare of the asnaf (eligible
recipients) while strengthen-
ing the socio-economic de-
velopment of the ummah ina
more holistic manner,” he said.

On the proposed establish-
ment of a syariah audit body,
Mohamad said the Zakat Pen-

- Ploneerinmosque
~ funding model

ang Islamic Religious Council
(Zakat MAINPP) already has a
Syariah Committee in place.
“The establishment of this
committee was approved
during the 274th meeting of
the Penang Islamic Religious
Council, which was the coun-
cil's 12th meeting for 2025. The
committee officially came in-
to effect on Jan 1this year.
“The formation of the Sya-
riah Committee is aimed at
strengthening syariah gover-
nance across Zakat MAINPP's
overall operations, policies
and implementation, partic-
ularly in ensuring that zakat
collection and distribution
practices remain fully compli-
ant with syariah principles.
“The  committee  also
serves as an advisory body
to the board of directors and
the management of Zakat
MAINPP on syariah-related

matters,” he said.

Among the committee's
key objectives, he added, are
to ensure syariah principles
form the foundation of zakat
collection and distribution
practices, while also carrying
out syariah oversight on all
operations and activities of
Zakat MAINPP.

“The committee is sched-
uled to meet four times a year.

‘In terms of its functions
and responsibilities, the Syari-
ah Committee will review, sup-
port and verify Zakat MAINPP's
operational matters and activi-
ties to ensure compliance with
syariah requirements.

“As such, the establishment
of the Syariah Committee re-
flects Zakat MAINPP's com-
mitment to strengthening in-
tegrity, transparency and sya-
riah compliance in zakat man-
agement in Penang,” he said.

State to strengthen SME development

at the recent State Legislative
Assembly sitting.

Goh added that as of March
31, atotal of 4,570 borrowers had
benefited from the SPH since
its introduction in 2009, involv-
ing total loan disbursements
exceeding RM35.58 million.

“For 2025 alone, 200 re-
cipients have been approved
financing amounting to
RM355 million, while from
January to March 31, 54 recipi-
ents received loans totalling
RM889,000.

“These statistics demon-
strate the government's con-
tinued commitment to as-
sisting micro-entrepreneurs,
small businesses and local
traders so they can remain
resilient while generating
more inclusive economic
growth at the grassroots
level," he said.

According to Goh, the
positive development s
further supported by data
from the Companies Com-
mission of Malaysia (SSM),
which showed that 23986
new businesses and 4,027
companies were registered
in Penang throughout 2025,

reflecting strong confidence
among the business commu-
nity and the state's steadily
expanding economic activi-
ties.

He said from the inflation
perspective,
Penang's in-
flation rate for
2025 declined
to 1.2% com-
pared With';"_F

L
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3%in2024. © B
“For the § ===
period be-

tween

January and March this year,
the state’s inflation rate re-
mained between 15% and
1.8%, indicating a more stable
consumer price environment
resulting from continuous
cooperation among various
agencies in ensuring supply
and price stability of goods,”
Goh said.

On a separate matter, Goh

o said the state government
A takes seriously the various
- current economic challenges,

including geopolitical uncer-
tainties, supply chain disrup-
tions and global eco-
nomic pressures.

He said the Pen-
ang government
would  continue
to work closely
with the Invest-

ment, Trade
and  Industry
Ministry  (Miti),

Malaysian In-
vestment De-
partment Au-
thority  (Mida),
Malaysia External
Trade Development
Corp (Matrade), PDC,
InvestPenang and indus-

try players to ensure Penang
remains a leading destination
for high-quality investments
and a competitive trade hub
in the region.

“The state government will
also continue to prioritise the
development of high-value in-
dustries, particularly the semi-
conductor sector, integrated
circuit (IC) design and Auto-
mation, Test and Equipment
(ATE), to ensure Penang re-
mains competitive within the
global supply chain.

“For example, through
PDC, the state government
has allocated approximately
10 acres of industrial land
worth RM40 million for the
development of the Penang
ATE Campus as a hub for in-
dustry collaboration, innova-
tion and local talent develop-
ment, which will be coordi-
nated by InvestPenang.

“This initiative is expected
to strengthen the ecosystem
of local companies, increase
SME participation in high-val-
ue supply chains and create
more high-skilled job oppor-
tunities for the people of the
state,” said Goh.
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N a move to ensure Pen-

ang continues to excel as

a technology hub, a total

of 136 schools have been
equipped with MakerlLab fa-
cilities to enhance practical
STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Mathemat-
ics) education.

Deputy Chief Minister I
Jagdeep Singh Deo (PH-
Datok Keramat), who made
the announcement during
his winding-up speech at the
State Legislative Assembly sit-
ting, said the initiative aims to
cultivate creativity and prob-
lem-solving skills among stu-
dents, providing innovation
spaces in schools with mod-
ern tools such as 3D printers
and robotics kits. Industry
professionals also mentor
students as part of the pro-
gramme.

“The Penang Science
Cluster, through MakerlLab,
strengthens the ecosystem
for nurturing young talent,
ensuring students are well-
prepared for the technologi-
cal workforce of the future/
he said.

Jagdeep (pix) highlighted
that human capital develop-
ment in the digital age faces
significant  challenges. Al-
though nationwide interest in
STEM streams has increased,

from 45.73% in 2023 to 50.83%
in 2024, interest in pure sci-
ence remains low, falling
short of the targeted 60:40 ra-
tio between science and arts
streams.

Science » Technology « Engineering « Math

To address this, the state
government has implement-
ed the Technical Skill Learning
(TSL) programme for upper
secondary students, a
pre-Industry  Acad-
emy initiative inte-
grating the Nation-
al  Occupational
Skills  Standard
(NOSS) sylla-
bus and ac-
creditation

STEMskills

from the Department of Skills
Development (JPK).

The two-year programme
exposes students early to indus-
try-based hands-on training,
improving employability and

providing B40 students with
opportunitiestoearnanincome
through a work-study model.
Craduates may continue
to the Industry Academy pro-
gramme and receive appren-
ticeship training while pursu-
ing the Malaysian Skills Cer-
tificate (SKM) at centres such
as the Penang Skills Develop-
ment Centre (PSDC).
Jagdeep also highlighted
Penang's growing interna-
tional and local collaborations.
“Through  InvestPenang,
the state government pro-
motes high-income job op-
portunities, encourages mul-
tinational companies to utilise
local products and services,
and supports SMEs in expand-
ing their operations,” he said.
He noted the success of
initiatives  like Incubation
Space @GBS, which in its first
year hosted seven local com-
panies, including Channel
Microsystems, Filpal, and Sili-
con X, contributing to world-

July date for Youth Strategic Framework

THE Penang government is
expected to finalise a com-
prehensive Youth Develop-
ment Strategic Framework
within the next few months.

The framework, set to be
ready by July, is part of ef-
forts to strengthen the state’s
youth agenda in a more
structured, inclusive and
high-impact manner.

State Youth, Sports and
Health Committee chairman
Daniel Gooi (PH-Padang Lal-
ang) said the framework is
being spearheaded by the
Penang Youth Development
Corporation (PYDC) with sup-
port from Penang Institute
through a series of stakeholder
engagement sessions involv-
ing youth groups, agencies
and young people statewide.

“The state government
wants to ensure every plan
outlined is aligned with the
Penang2030 vision while pro-
ducing a practical, competi-
tive and sustainable roadmap
for the next five years,” he
said during his winding-up

speech at the recent State
Legislative Assembly sitting.

Gooi (pix) said the state
was also adopting the Social
Return on Investment (SROI)
approach to measure the
effectiveness of youth pro-
grammes and ensure public
funds generated tangible so-
cial impact.

He said the Penang Youth
Volunteer Programme had
organised 14 community
programmes between Janu-
ary and March involving 260
volunteers who contributed
16,767.4 service hours.

“Based on the SROI
analysis, an investment of
RM10,200 generated a gross
social value of RM266,71],
while the net social value
stood at RM120,020 after ad-
justments,” he said.

“This means every RM1 in-
vested generated approxi-
mately RMT11.80 in social value
for society.”

On youth development
funding, Gooi said the state
government had doubled the

Youth Development Fund al-
location from RM99,800 last
year to RM200,000 in 2026 fol-
lowing encouraging response
and programme impact.

He said RM100,400 had
so far been approved for
40 organisations involving
52 youth development pro-
grammes across the state.

On sports, Gooi said Pen-
ang's Sukma contingent was
now in the final preparation
phase ahead of the Selangor
2026 Games, with the state
targeting 60 gold medals.

However, he acknowledged
public disappointment over
the failure of the men's foot-
ball team to participate in
Sukma Selangor 2026, stress-
ing that the issue stemmed
from player availability and
structural development chal-
lenges rather than negligence
by the Penang State Sports
Council (MSNPP).

“The responsibility towards
young athletes is not merely
about sending them to com-
pete, but ensuring they are

within the correct, safe and
sustainable development
ecosystem,” he said.

Gooi said the state govern-
ment, MSNPP, the Football
Association of Penang (FAP)
and Penang FC are now work-
ing on a more integrated foot-
ball development blueprint
covering grassroots develop-
ment, competition structure
and athlete pathways.

On healthcare, Gooi re-
vealed that Penang recorded
among the highest cancer
incidence rates in Malaysia
based on the National Cancer
Registry Report 2017-2021.

He said Penang registered
13,044 new cancer cases over
the five-year period, with the
risk of residents developing
cancer before the age of 75
estimated at one in six people.

To address this, he urged
greater participation in the
PeKa B40 health screening
initiative, noting that Penang
currently has 419,436 recipients
under the programme along-
side 263 active GP clinicsand 17

class Al memory and chip in-
novations under the “Made
by Malaysia” brand.

The launch of PSD@5KM+
in 2024 also saw the number
of IC design companies in
Penang more than double, es-
tablishing the state as Malay-
sia's largest IC design cluster.

On future strategy, Jagdeep
said Penang has already for-
mulated the Penang STEM
Talent Blueprint, launched in
2024, as a long-term plan to
nurture a high-skilled work-
force in Al, data, and digital
technologies, aligned with the
New Industrial Master Plan
2030 and the National Semi-
conductor Strategy.

“Penang’'s future shines
brightly, powered by knowl-
edge, skills, and the capacity of
its leaders and citizens to em-
brace the era of technology
and innovation. I am confident
that Penang will continue to
excel as a world-class technol-
ogy hub,” he concluded.

panel laboratories supporting
implementation statewide.

Meanwhile, Gooi said over-
all drug addiction cases in
Penang fell by 55% in 2025
compared with the previous
year despite a rise in cases
detected in North Seberang
Perai district due to intensi-
fied enforcement operations.

He added that Penang had
been selected to host the
National Anti-Drug Day 2026
programme at Dataran Jam-
batan Merdeka, Sungai Duda,
on June 27 and 28.
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1. State Secretary Datuk Seri Zulkifli Long waves
and smiles upon arriving for the State Assembly
sitting.
2. (Seated, clockwise) Muhamad Kasim (PN-
Telok Bahang), Mohd Sobri Saleh (PN-Per-
matang Berangan), Abidin Ismail (PN-Sungai
Bakap), Deputy State Speaker Datuk Azrul Ma-
hathir Aziz, Azmi Alang (PN-Telok Ayer Tawar)
and Izhar Shah Datuk Arif Shah (PN-Seberang

Jaya) at a lunch break, joined by (standing, right)
Lee Boon Heng (PH-Kebun Bunga).

3. Men in blue ensuring the security at the State
Assembly Building.

4, Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow (centre), state
executive councillor Rashidi Zinol (right) and Op-

position member Azmi Alang (left) putting aside
politics at a lunch break for a durian feast during
the recent State Assembly sitting.

5. Penang Island City Council mayor Datuk

A. Rajendran in a deep discussion with state
executive councillor Zairil Khir Johari during a
lunch break.

6. Joshua Woo Sze Zeng (PH-Pulau Tikus) re-
viewing notes with his officer, Shankar Ravi-
chandran, at the State Assembly recently.

7. State Agriculture Department staff members
promoting 'Let's Eat Vegetables' in a campaign
outside the State Assembly Building.
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ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA
YAB Chow Kon Yeow

chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my

T) 04 -226 0218
F) 04 - 226 0218

N.09 BAGAN DALAM

N.37 BATU MAUNG
YB Dato’ Dr. Mohamad Abdul Hamid

mohdhamid@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04 -2618715

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Gooi Zi Sen
gooizisen@penang.gov.my.

(T) 012 - 500 1571

N.16 PERAI
YB Dato’ Seri Sundarajoo A/L Somu
nlé.kadunperai@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 397 3600

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
nl9dunjawi@gmail.com

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 - 594 3163

N.01 PENAGA

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Rashidi Bin Zinol
n21sgachehpk@gmail.com

m 04 - 593 2408
F

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari
tanjongbunga@bukitbendera.org

T) 04 - 818 3866
F) 04 - 262 5952

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

YB Kumaran Krishnan @ Calvin T) 04-313 1002 YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah (M
bagandalamn09@gmail.com

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
N.13 BERAPIT YB Bukhori Ghazali (M)
YB Heng Lee Lee ET 017 - 813 3509
berapit@dappg.org 04 - 540 0006 N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
N.14 MACHANG BUBOK YB Mohd Sobri Salleh m
YB Lee Khai Loon T) 013 - 399 0519

i - N.05 SUNGAI DUA
Kllee/s@gmail.com .
kllee78@gmail.com EF% 04 - 551 1442 VB Muharamad Fauz Yusoff )
N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung T) 04 - 507 5001 N.06 TELOK AYER TAWAR
gooihsiaocleung@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 507 5001 YB Azmi Alang M
N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Fahmi Zainol T) 04 - 262 0862 N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
fahmizainol@penang.gov.my F YB Izhar Shah Arif Shah M
N.23 AIR PUTIH
: N.11 PERMATANG PASIR

YB Lim Guan Eng (T) 04 - 829 0614 - .
dagalrQUf’h@ng”Com YB Amir Hamzah Abdul Hashim (T)
N.24 KEBUN BUNGA N.12 PENANTI
YB Lee Boon Hen (T) 011 - 2773 6684 YB Zulkefli Bakar m
leeboonheng24@gmail.com

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
N.25 PULAU TIKUS YB Abidin Ismail (M)
YB x\/oo Sze Z%ng . (H) 016 - 417 2548
joshuawoosz@gmail.com

N.39 PULAU BETONG
N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA YB Mohamad Shukor Zakariah m
YB Wong Yuee Harng EB 04 - 299 2574
pengkalankota@dappg.org N.40 TELOK BAHANG

YB Muhamad Kasim (T)

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Wong Hon Wai

T) 04 - 826 1898
i

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng

komtar@dappg.org

m 016 - 270 6808
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.31 BATU LANCANG

YB Ong Ah Teong T) 04 - 280 4411
ongahteong@penang.gov.my 04 - 280 4422
N.32 SERI DELIMA

YB Tan Hooi Peng T) 04 - 659 5611
n32seridelima@gmail.com

PENANG CARE SOCIETY

NAMA No Tel/ No Faks

[Hoﬂine
T) 04 - 291 0123

DAP PENANG HQ
nan malaysiq.or

T) 04 - 228 8482
F) 04 -228 8514

PKR PENANG HQ

(T) 04-397 0115

n07sungaipuyu@gmail.com

wonghonwail97 mail.com

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN

YB Goh Choon Aik T) 04 - 650 5386
gohchoonaik@penang.gov.my F

N.02 BERTAM

YB Datuk Seri Reezal Merican Naina T

Merican F
dsrmpusatkhidmat@gmail.com

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU

YB Phee Syn Tze

$T) 04- 3137987
H) 012 - 248 5938

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airitamdap@gmail.com

T) 016 - 421 9143
F) 04 - 829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam
kumar.har n35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Chee Yeeh Keen

cheeyeehkeen@gmail.com

m 018 -388 6317

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Dato’ Azrul Mahathir Aziz
m ri m@gmail.com

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976
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SENARAI NAMA AHLIMAJLIS SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWNARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MBSP 2026
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MBSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
ﬁgm%d Rizal Abd. 019 - 464 6696 1. Yeap Choon Keong Seberang Perai Penyelia 013 - 449 0366
Utara Bahagian
Anuar Yussoff 016 -461 6390 Kewarganegaraan
2. K. Velan Seberang Perai 018 -394 4537
Chang Kim Joo 016 - 436 9268 (Pegawai Pembantu) Selatan . )
Pejabat Bahagian
Chong Wei Hoong 012 - 484 9693 3. Joseph Tan Seberang Perai Kewa;garfgaiza%glﬁ?:;{nang, 012 - 470 3880
(Pegawai Pembantu) Tengah ingkat 44,
Ratuk Mohd Noor 019 -4731172 4. | K. Dasirani Timur Laut N. Vasanthakumari 012 - 412 2375
(Pegawai Pembantu) (Pembantu Tadbir)
- 04 - 650 5105
SD(;:;LUK Mohd Zaidi Hali 019 - 431 3333 5. Alice Ay Yap See Barat Daya 011-5313 6188
(Pegawai Pembantu)
Hasrul Husin 010-379 7729
Nota:

Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.

SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

MBPP 2026

Nama

Telefon

Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 - 261 2460
Lim Chee Chien 012 - 521 9894
Lim Eng Nam 016 - 411 4400

MBPP

04 - 259 2020

Alan Lim Wei Lun

017 - 343 3995

Linda Ng Kerh Wei

011-11448393

Chan Soon Aun

012 - 4850728

Dato’ Haji Abdul Razak Abdul 012 - 464 6277
Rahman
David Chen Wooi Teong 012-492 1114

Linggeswaran a/l 013 - 419 9071
Charmar
Muhamad Suzuki 011-1119 4419

Ahmad

Deenadayalan a/l Kandiah

019 - 473 9895

Ngoh Cheng Hai

017 -979 0933

Dr. Mohd Suhairi Arumugam
Abdullah

016 - 521 3369

Foo Yu Keong 012 - 455 0074
Haji Mohamed Yusoff 019-4138114
Mohamed Noor

Koay Gaik Kee 016 - 447 5088

Lee Seng Hwai

016 - 440 6798

Lee Wei Seang

012 - 452 8305

Manimaran a/l Samba Sivam

016 - 438 3437

Mohamad Khairani Abdul
Shukor

019 - 594 4533

Ooi Yong Wooi 016 -421 1196
Ponnudurai a/I 012 - 423 3578
V Anthony Srinvasagam

Predeeb Kumar a/l 016 - 498 5421
Kalidass

Tan Chee Teong 012-4017718
Teh Chuann Yien 010 - 441 7749

Mohd Aidil Fitri lbrahim

019 - 443 2088

Muhammad Khairul Mohd Ali

012 - 542 0520

Yeoh Kim Kim

012 - 428 6438

Muhamad Nayim Othuman
Mydin

017 - 465 4947

Muhammad Adzlan Adzhar

017 - 3350030

Ooi Mei Mei 011 - 1443 8734
Rohaizat Hamid 019 -5100075
Tan May Peng 016 - 461 3511

Tan Soo Siang

012-4752453

Yoganragj Thever a/l 012 - 444 5675
Kathiravelu

Zainuddin Mohamed 012 - 479 4200
Zulkifli Md. Yusop 016 - 432 0789
Zulkiply Ishak 013 - 431 6161

Theng Jie Wey 016-4187108
Visvenathan a/l Tangavello 019 -488 1010
Zuraida Mohamad Arshad 019 - 464 3674
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RM35mil forPLBT facilities

SUM OF RM35 million
has been agreed with
LB Terang Sdn Bhd

(PLBT) for the state to fully take
over ownership of the facilities
at the Pulau Burung Landfill
Site (TPSPB).

State executive councillor for
Local Government and Town &
Country Planning, Jason Hng
Mooi Lye (PH-Jawi),
said the move followed
the termination of the
company's concession
contract on Aug 1,2022
due to unsatisfactory
performance.

The payment ful-
fils the provisions
of the agreement #
clause requiring the govern-
ment to repurchase assets built
onthesite.

During his  winding-up
speech at the State Assembly
sitting recently, H'ng (pix) said
PLBT initially submitted a claim
of RM84.47 million, but through
mediation sessions involving
the state government, Penang
Island City Council (MBPP), Se-
berang Perai City Council (MB-
SP) and PLBT, all parties agreed

THE Penang government
will continue strengthening
rural development, food se-
curity and entrepreneurship
initiatives to ensure inclusive
economic growth, says state
executive councillor Rashidi
Zinol (BN-Sungai Acheh).

In his winding-up speech at
the State Legislative Assembly
sitting, Rashidi (pix) said the
state remains committed to en-
suring no group is left behind in
the development agenda.

He said RM5.8 million had
been approved this year under
the Special Economic Alloca-
tion (PKE) programme to assist
low-income groups through
new house construction proj-
ects, equipment aid and other
forms of assistance.

“Asof March 2026,RM749,000
has been spent on new house
construction, house repairs and
equipment assistance across
the five districts, benefitting
nearly 30 recipients,” he said.

The state government,
Rashidi added, was also re-
viewing a proposal to increase
the ceiling for new house con-
struction assistance under the
programme from RM75,000
to RM85,000 in line with rising

on RM35 million.

“The payment covers the
transfer of critical facilities, in-
cluding waste disposal cellsand
the leachate treatment plant,
ensuring smooth operations
under local authority manage-
ment. MBSP made the first
payment of RM9.87 million in
March 2025, followed by MB-
PP's RM9.83 million in
October 2025," he said
in response to a ques-
tion by Lee Khai Loon
(PH-Machang Bubuk).

Hng noted that
rising site manage-
] Y/, ment costs since

72024 were largely
“unavoidable due to
adjustments in diesel prices,
service tax rates and the new
minimum wage.

H'ng also addressed a con-
cern raised by Ong Ah Teong
(PH-Batu Lancang) and Phee
Syn Tze (PH-Sungai Puyu) over
the welfare of volunteer fire
and rescue teams (PBS), prais-
ing their dedication and rapid
response to fires, accidents, di-
sasters and other emergencies.

“They are always at the fore-

front of responding to various
emergency incidents. Their
commitment exemplifies brav-
ery and public service," H'ng said.

He reported that the state
allocated RM450000 to PBS
in 2025 and RM370,000 as of
March 2026 to cover operational
costs, equipment, and diesel,
while also considering statutory
funding and insurance propos-
als to strengthen welfare and
operational readiness.

In response to questions
from Mohamad Shukor Za-
kariah (PN-Pulau Betong), Gooi
Hsiao-Leung (PH-Bukit Ten-
gah) and A. Kumaresan (PH-
Batu Uban) regarding worker
accommodation, Hng high-
lighted the government’s push
for centralised labour quarters
(CLQs) as the best solution.

He highlighted that the gov-
ernment continues to regulate
foreign worker accommoda-
tion by phasing out temporary
housing (TLQ) after December
2025 and promoting CLQs with-
in industrial plots.

Currently,a CLQis under con-
struction in Juru, while a pro-
posed site near SK Juru has yet

d l-% L
to be submitted to MBSP.

Responding to Teh Lai Heng
(PH-Komtar) and Wong Yuee
Harng (PH-Pengkalan Kota)
for showing great concern for
heritage buildings, H'ng said a
revised and flexible Special Area
Plan (RKK) is being prepared
through PLANMalaysia, MBPP
and George Town World Heri-
tage Incorporated (GTWHI).

The plan aims to balance
heritage conservation with eco-
nomic realities and property
owner needs, including the in-
troduction of alternative build-
ing materials to support sus-
tainable preservation.

He added that the state,

through PLANMalaysia, MBPP,
GTWHI and the Malaysian In-
stitute of Architects, is pursuing
pragmatic conservation strat-
egies, adaptive safety retrofit-
ting, and proactive monitoring,
including fire risk audits and
emergency exit planning, to
ensure heritage structures are
safe, preserved, and economi-
cally viable.

On economic matters, H'ng
addressed the influx of foreign
businesses, particularly from
China, which has created pric-
ing pressures on local traders.

He noted that price regu-
lation is under the Domestic
Trade and Cost of Living Min-
istry, and any additional local
taxes or controls require careful
legal consideration.

Concluding his speech, H'ng
reaffirmed the state's com-
mitment to sustainability, re-
silience, and forward-looking
urban management, express-
ing confidence that, with col-
lective effort and stakeholder
support, all initiatives under his
portfolio would be successfully
implemented for the benefit of
Penangites.

Special fund aid supports low-Income groups

construction costs.

On rural community devel-
opment, he said the Desa Se-
jahtera Support Programme
2025 had successfully achieved
its objectives in improving the
socio-economic  wellbeing  of
rural residents.

“The programme provided
targeted aid and economic
empowerment assistance
to more than 20 recipients
through pilot implementation
in all districts,” he said.

Rashidi also expressed ap-
preciation to the federal govern-
ment and the Agriculture and
Food Security Ministry for ap-
proving RM6.9 million under the
National Agri-Food Empower-
ment Programme (PPAN) 2026.

He said nine projects involv-
ing padi cultivation, pineapple
farming and aquaculture had
been approved this year.

“The approval for the third
consecutive year since 2024 re-
flects the federal government's
commitment to supporting
Penang's food security agenda,”
he said.

Responding to concerns

raised by Air ltam assembly-
man Joseph Ng Soon Siang,
Rashidi said Penang Agrotech
Sdn Bhd played a coordinat-
ing role between the state
government, federal agencies
and industry players rather
than overlapping with exist-
ing departments.

He said the company would
manage the proposed Pen-
ang Durian Valley@Relau
agrotechnology park once
completed in 2027.

On the Beras Cap Feri initia-
tive, Rashidi said demand re-

mained encouraging statewide,
with 14,854 bags sold in 2025
and another 9913 bags sold as
of April this year.

Rashidi said the state govern-
ment also acknowledged con-
cerns over rising diesel prices
affecting farmers and livestock
breeders.

He said the state is studying
targeted assistance measures
while continuing agricultural
input aid, machinery-sharing
initiatives and  cost-of-living
support for padi farmers and
vegetable growers.

“At the same time, the
federal government has in-
creased the ploughing in-
centive for padi farmers from
RM160 to RM300 per hectare
per season effective from the
first season of 2026," he said.

According to him, nearly
5600 registered padi farm-
ers in Penang are expected to
benefit from the advance in-
centive payment.

On food security measures,
Rashidi said the state Agri-
culture Department received
RM12.097 million in total alloca-

tions this year compared with
RM13.375 million in 2025.

He said the funds would
be used for fertiliser, pesti-
cides, seeds, irrigation systems,
shared-use machinery like mini
combine harvestersand drones,
agro-based industry develop-
ment, marketing platforms and
food production infrastructure.

Rashidi said the state gov-
ernment also continues to
strengthen entrepreneurship
development through initia-
tives such as the Skim Pinja-
man Harapan (SPH), TREND
Marketplace and Jelajah Pen-
ang Day programmes.

“Over the past two years,
PDC has disbursed RM8.31 mil-
lion to 393 borrowers under
SPH, with a repayment collec-
tion rate of 90 per cent,” he said.

He added that TREND Mar-
ketplace @ Kilang had ex-
panded to 29 factories across
Penang, while TREND Mar-
ketplace @ KOMTAR and the
newly launched TREND Mart
& Cafe provided additional
marketing platforms for local
entrepreneurs.



HE long awaited Light

I Rail Transit (LRT) project,

besides easing traffic

congestion, is set to reshape

the city's economic and social
fabric.

In his winding up speech at
the recent State Legislative As-
sembly sitting, Infrastructure,
Transport and Digital Commit-
tee chairman Zairil Khir Johari
(pix) spotlighted the upcom-
ing Macallum interchange sta-
tion as the “gateway” that will
connect Penang Island and
Seberang Perai in unprece-
dented ways.

“The Macallum Station has
been identified as a strategic
interchange station that will
integrate transport systems
between the island and the
mainland.

“It will serve as a direct link
between Penang Sentral and
the Penang International Air-
port, placing it at the core of
our vision for transport and
economic integration," Zairil
(PH-Tanjong Bunga) said.

The station, to be built at
the intersection of Lebuhraya
Tun Dr. Lim Chong Eu and Gat
Lebuh Macallum, is designed
to deliver three major impacts:
MBoosting small businesses:
With high passenger flow ex-
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Macallum Station
an urban gateway.

pected, local traders around
Gat Lebuh Macallum will ben-
efit from increased demand
for goods and services.
Binclusive mobility: Commu-
nities in densely populated ar-
eas like Flat PDC Lebuh Macal-
lum and Sri Saujana will gain
fast, affordable access to Kom-
tar, Seberang Perai, and Bayan
Lepas.

BUrban renewal: As the “gate-
way" for the cross-sea viaduct,
the station is expected to spur
revitalisation of older housing
areas while preserving their
heritage identity.

Zairil said the LRT Mutiara _

Line will eventually carry
more than 200,000 pas-
sengers daily, reducing
reliance on private
cars and motorcycles.

“This is not merely
a traffic solution,” he
said.

“It is a catalyst for

sustainable economic growth
in Penang.”

Acknowledging the tem-
porary inconvenience of road
diversions, Zairil stressed

that the long term benefits

outweigh the short term dis-
ruptions.

“We are coordinating
closely with police and local

Incentives for care centre registration

THE Penang government is
offering incentives to care
centre operators to register
their premises, says state So-
cial Development, Welfare
and Non-Islamic Religious
Affairs Committee chairman
Lim Siew Khim.

Lim (PH-Sungai Pinang) said
the care centres involved in-
clude facilities catering to chil-
dren, senior citizens and per-
sons with disabilities (PwDs).

“As of March this year, a
total of 268 such premises
in Penang have been identi-
fied as still operating without
registration,” Lim (PH-Sungai
Pinang) said in her winding-
up speech at the recent State
Legislative Assembly sitting.

“To assist operators in ob-
taining legal registration, the
state government has ap-
proved several special incen-
tives, including exemptions
for planning permission, re-
ductions in land conversion
charges, temporary defer-
ment of enforcement action
within a specified period, as
well as other facilitative mea-

sures such as improvements
to registration guidelines.

“This approach is aimed at
encouraging more operators
to come forward to register
and comply with the safety
and operational standards
that have been set.

“I would also like to stress
once again that a safe care
system is no longer merely an
option or a business opportu-
nity, but has become a social
necessity in today's society,”
she added.

On the mapping of child-
care centres, Lim (pix) said
the Penang Women's Devel-
opment Corporation (PWDC),
together with the Social Wel-
fare Department (JKM) and
the Penang Geographic In-
formation System Centre (Pe-
CIS), is developing a dedicat-
ed website to map registered
childcare centres in Penang.

“The system will display in-
formation on childcare cen-
tres, including their locations,
categories and other related
details to make it easier for
parents to conduct searches.

“In addition, the system will
also provide a platform for
parents to submit feedback
regarding childcare centres
as part of efforts to strength-
en monitoring and ensure
continuous improvements in
childcare services.

“The website is in its final
stage of review before being
launched for public viewing
and access,” she added.

Lim added that, in a move
to strengthen the implemen-
tation of gender inclusiv-
ity policies at the state level,
the Penang government will
establish a Gender Inclusiv-
ity Policy Steering Commit-
tee involving 35 state gov-
ernment departments and
agencies, as well as both local
councils in the state.

“The committee will be
chaired by State Secretary
Datuk Seri Zulkifli Long, with
the State Economic Planning
Division (BPEN) serving as the
secretariat and PWDC acting
as the technical agency.

“This step is important to
ensure that gender inclusiv-

ity policies are not merely
documents on paper, but are
genuinely embedded and
implemented within the gov-
ernment's service delivery
system,” she said.

Lim also announced that
the inclusivity agenda is be-
ing expanded to the PwD
community in the state.

“To date, more than 44,000
persons with disabilities have
been registered in Penang.
The state government be-
lieves that inclusive develop-
ment cannot focus solely on
physical development, but
must also ensure equal ac-
cess for all segments of soci-
ety.

“For this reason, the state
government is studying the
proposal to establish a PwD
Action Council as the main
coordination platform involv-
ing the government, non-
governmental organisations,
the private sector and rep-
resentatives from the PwD
community itself.

“The council will help iden-
tify gaps in areas such as ac-

NEWS“

authorities to minimise traffic
impact. The people’s patience
today will translate into a more
connected, vibrant Penang to-
morrow.”

As Penang positions itself as
a hub of technology and inno-
vation, the Macallum station
stands out as a symbol of how
infrastructure can drive both
mobility and community re-
newal, a project that promises
to redefine the urban pulse of
George Town and beyond.

To keep commuters in-
formed, MRT Corp has
launched official channels in-
cluding the MRT Careline (1
800 88 6782) and social media
accounts “LRT Mutiara Pulau
Pinang” and “SRS LRT."

Meanwhile, Penang Island
City Council (MBPP) has part-
nered with Waze to provide re-
al time traffic updates, ensur-
ing smoother journeys during
construction.

cessibility, employment op-
portunities, public transpor-
tation, education and disabil-
ity-friendly facilities so that
the solutions formulated will
genuinely meet the needs of
the PwD community.

“We must move away from
a welfare-based approach
alone towards an empower-
ment-based approach.

“The PwD community re-
quires not only financial as-
sistance, but also facilities
and an environment that
enable them to live more in-
dependently, safely and with
dignity,” said Lim.
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Resolving Batu Uban

squatterissue

HE Penang government

I is steadfast in its com-

mitment to safeguard-
ing the welfare of the people,
especially residents facing
land eviction and risk of losing
their homes.

State Housing and Environ-
ment Committee chairman Da-
tuk Seri Sundarajoo Somu said
proactive measures have been
taken to resolve the squatter
issue in Batu Uban, following
concerns raised by Batu Uban
assemblyman A. Kumaresan
during the recent State Legisla-
tive Assembly sitting.

Sundarajoo (PH-Perai) said
the Penang State Housing

Tourism grows desplte global tensions

THE state's tourism sector
continued on a strong up-
ward trend in the first quar-
ter of 2026, says Tourism and
Creative Economy Committee
chairman Wong Hon Wai.

He attributed the growth to
an expanding network of in-
ternational flight routes, rising
passenger movements and
aggressive tourism promotion
efforts despite global geopoliti-
cal uncertainties.

“Penang’s  international
air connectivity network has
expanded rapidly over the
past three years. This reflects
the confidence international
airlines have in Penang's po-
tential as a regional hub for
tourism, business, medical
travel and the creative econ-
omy,” Wong (pix) said in his
winding-up speech at the
recent State Legislative As-
sembly sitting.

Wong (PH-Paya Terubong)
said Penang International
Airport (PIA) now has direct
connectivity to 22 interna-
tional destinations, nearly
double the 12 routes available
when he assumed office in
August 2023.

The latest additions include
Xiamen, Shanghai, Shenzhen,
Chengdu, Qingdao, Chongg-
ing, Kunming, Chennai, Doha
and Yangon.

Board (LPNPP) has provided
a concrete solution by offer-
ing Type B Affordable Homes
(RMKu) in Teluk Kumbar to af-
fected residents.

“LPNPP has already assisted
by offering RMKu Type B hous-
ing to 1 residents impacted by
the land eviction order in Batu
Uban,” he said in his winding-
up speech.

He added that the state gov-
ernment is also prepared to as-
sist in similar relocation issues
linked to future high-impact
development projects, includ-
ing the Penang LRT Mutiara
Line project.

On the Urban Renewal Proj-

Among the latest routes
launched this year were
Shanghai-Penang by Spring
Airlines, Phuket-Penang
by AirAsia, Senai-Penang
by Batik Air, Qingdao-Pen-
ang by Qingdao Airlines
and Chongging-Penang by
Chongging Airlines.

Wong said passenger
movements at PIA reached
2.19 million between January
and March this year, com-
pared with 199 million dur-
ing the same period last year,
marking a 10% increase.

The positive performance
came despite geopolitical ten-
sions in West Asia that contin-
ue to affect the global aviation
and tourism sectors.

“Penang still managed to
record growth in passenger
movements in the first quar-
ter of the year. This proves the
resilience of the state’s tour-
ism industry and the strength
of Penang's brand as a pre-
ferred international destina-
tion,” he added.

On immigration facilitation,
Wong said PIA began imple-
menting the new autogate
system in February ahead of
the Chinese New Year festive
season, allowing travellers
from 73 countries to use the
automated system for de-
partures and visitors from 65

ect (PSB) in Padang Tembak,
Sundarajoo (pix) noted that
the Special Area Plan (RKK)
study for the site did not se-
cure funding approval under
the 12th Malaysia Plan (RMK-12)
Fifth Rolling Plan 2025.

Nevertheless, he said the
state government will not re-
main idle and will pursue fol-
low-up action, including sub-
mitting an appeal to the Econ-
omy Ministry via the Housing
and Local Government Minis-
try (KPKT).

“The RKK study is essential
to ensure the PSB implemen-
tation is carried out holistically,
covering legal, social, and safe-

countries for arrivals.

He said the number of au-
togates would be increased to
12 units each for arrival and de-
parture lanes this year.

Atthe sametime, the Nation-
al Integrated Immigration Sys-
tem (MyNIISe) was introduced
at PIA on March 1, enabling trav-
ellers to use QR codes for immi-
gration clearance.

Wong also highlighted major
strides in heritage conservation,
describing 2026 as a break-
through year for Penang's heri-
tage preservation efforts.

Although the Penang State
Heritage Enactment was
passed in 2011, he noted that no
official gazettement had been
carried out under the enact-
ment over the past 15 years un-
til this year.

The state government has

V|

ty aspects,” he added,

On other related issues,
Sundarajoo highlighted the
success of the Mahsuri PSB
project in Bayan Baru, which
became the first in Penang to
successfully terminate a strata
scheme.

now gazetted 50 heritage
items, comprising 15 heritage
sites, seven intangible cultural
heritage elements and 28 heri-
tage food items.

Among the gazetted sites
are Fort Cornwallis, Masjid Kap-
itan Keling, St. George's Church
and Khoo Kongsi.

“This demonstrates the state
government's commitment to-
wards ensuring Penang's his-
tory, culture, arts and identity
continue to be preserved and
passed down to future genera-
tions,” he said.

On tourism development
in Seberang Perai, Wong said
the state continues to pro-
mote the mainland through
“The Opposite Side of the Is-
land” campaign by Penang
Global Tourism.

He said tourism products

“Currently, Phase 1 con-
struction (Replacement
Block) is actively underway. In
addition, LPNPP is reviewing
the redevelopment potential
of Hamna Flats in the North-
east District, which were built
in 1993," he added.

He further explained that
PSB projects are not merely
about physical structures but
represent a broader agenda
to uplift residents’ quality of
life, boost property values in
surrounding areas, and gen-
erate positive impacts across
social, economic, and envi-

ronmental sustainability di-
mensions.

such as the Guar Kepah Ar-
chaeological Gallery and Pen-
ang River Cruise in Juru had
been introduced, while Bertam
Resort became the first Marri-
ott International-branded hotel
in Seberang Perai.

The state, Wong added, is
also strengthening ecotour-
ism initiatives through the
Penang Hill Biosphere Re-
serve, which includes Pen-
ang Hill, the Botanic Gardens,
Penang National Park, Pantai
Kerachut and The Centre for
Marine and Coastal Studies
(Cemacs) under Unesco bio-
sphere reserve status.

“The state will continue en-
hancing biodiversity offerings
while exploring additional
eco-tourism opportunities in
Seberang Perai and surround-
ing islands,” he said.
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