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OING global is the way for-
G ward to drive Malaysia’s next
phase of economic growth,
says Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

Speaking at the Malaysia Entre-
preneurs’ Development Association
(PUMM) Penang State Liaison 20th An-
niversary and Chinese New Year Appre-
ciation Night 2026 recently, Chow urged
small and medium enterprises (SMEs)
to step beyond their comfort zones and
actively engage in global trade.

Chow said Penang has long been
recognised as one of Malaysia’s most
dynamic economic hubs.

“Our strength has always come from
a resilient private sector, particularly our
SMEs, which form the backbone of our
economy.

“SMEs account for more than 97%
of all businesses in Malaysia and play
a critical role in driving jobs, innovation
and long-term growth.

“Despite having more than one mil-
lion SMEs nationwide, only about 18%
participate in global trade. This is a real-
ity we must confront honestly.

“If Malaysia is serious about moving
up the value chain, SMEs cannot remain
overly comfortable in domestic markets.

“Thus, a shift in mindset is needed
from caution to calculated risk-taking,
and from local focus to global ambi-
tion,” Chow said in his speech.

Also present were Consul-General
of Japan in Penang, Shinya Machida,
organising chairman Ong Wai Yeong,
PUMM National president Datuk Dr
Teh Tai Yong, PUMM Penang State Li-
aison chairman Ellva Tan and PUMM
Penang State Liaison adviser Datuk
Dr Carl KK Tan.

Chow added that both the federal
and state governments have put in
place multiple industrial roadmaps and
master plans.

“This includes the New Industrial
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(From left) Ong, Teh, Chow and Ellva Tan at the PUMM Penang State Liaison 20th

Anniversary celebration.

Thus, a shift in mindset is

needed from caution to calculated

risk-taking. and from local focus

to global ambition - CHOW

Master Plan 2030 (NIMP 2030), the
National Semiconductor Strategy (NSS),
the 13th Malaysia Plan and state-level
strategies aligned with business-friendly
fiscal policies.

“These frameworks support automa-
tion, digjtal adoption, productivity gains
and market expansion. Their impact,
however, depends on how businesses
respond,” he said.

COMFORT ZONES’

Chow also stressed that SMEs
must accelerate the adoption of digi-
talisation, automation and even artifi-
cial intelligence.

“These technologies are essential
tools for scaling operations, improving
efficiency, meeting international stan-
dard and remaining competitive in glob-
al markets.

“In this context, | would like to call up-
on PUMM Penang to be at the forefront
of this mindset shift.

“As a ‘Gen Z’' association, PUMM is
well placed to empower businesses and
nurture entrepreneurship by encourag-
ing innovation, responsible risktaking,
and greater ambition among its mem-
bers to enter regional and global mar-
kets,” he said.

According to him, the Penang govern-
ment remains committed to fostering a
business-friendly, innovation-driven eco-
system that empowers and nurtures en-
trepreneurship, strengthens domestic
investment and positions Penang as a
key node in regional and global trade.

He also congratulated PUMM Penang
State Liaison on its 20th anniversary.

“As we celebrate this milestone, let
us look ahead with confidence and de-
termination.

“With the right mindset, strategic
adoption of technology, and strong col-
laboration between government and
industry, | am confident that our SMEs
and associations such as PUMM will
play an even stronger role in shaping
Malaysia’s economic future,” he said.
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HEN a global com-
pany chooses Pen-
ang, it shows clearly

that we are doing something
right, says Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow.

During MEP Enviro Technol-
ogy Sdn Bhd’s 20th anniversary
celebration at the Penang Water-
front Convention Centre (PWCC)
recently, Chow drew attention to
the company’s Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with TANA-
KA Precious Metal Technologies
Co Ltd for the establishment of
a 4N Precious Metal Refinery
Facility in Penang.

“At the time when the MoU
was signed (Jan 31), it sounded
ambitious. Tonight, I’'m happy to
say — it is no longer just a plan.
It's happening.

“The MoU signing marks a ma-
jor milestone, leading to the first
production of 4N, or 99.99 per
cent purity, precious metals made
in Malaysia and refined right here
in Penang. This is something Pen-
ang can truly be proud of — high
value, high technology and high
standards,” he said.

Chow noted that TANAKA
Precious Metal Technologies is
a global leader with more than
100 years of experience and the
only company in Asia accredited
by the London Bullion Market

Association for industrial pre-
cious metals.

“When a company like this
chooses Penang, it tells us very
clearly that we are doing some-
thing right,” he added.

He said the investment aligns
well with Penang’s push towards
the green and circular economy,
as well as the state’s goal of
moving further up the value
chain, stressing that Penang
seeks industries that are clean,
responsible and innovative.

“Penang welcomes responsi-
ble players. But those who think
they can turn Penang into a
dumping ground — sorry, wrong
address. We support growth,
but growth must come with in-
tegrity, proper regulation and re-
spect for the environment.”

Chow hailed MEP Enviro as a
Penang success story, highlight-
ing its global expansion and con-
tinued investments in the state
as the company.

He said reaching two de-
cades in business was no small
feat, noting that while longevity
in government is often regarded
as a policy success, MEP En-
viro’s milestone clearly reflected
business success.

“As Chief Minister, | always
enjoy evenings like this — espe-
cially when they involve Penang-
born companies that have done
well, gone global, and still re-
member where they came from.
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Chow showing the love symbol as he, along with (from left) Joe, Sean, Ivan, Yasutaka, YB Goh,
Machida, Lee and Norshida celebrate MEP Enviro Technology Sdn Bhd's 20th Anniversary Dinner.

“MEP Enviro started its jour-
ney in 2005 and has grown into
a recoghised total waste man-
agement company on the global
stage. What | appreciate most
is that even as MEP expanded
overseas, it continued to bring
investments and projects back
home to Penang. That is the
kind of success story we like —
grow globally, but don't forget
Penang,” he said.

Chow highlighted that MEP
once again demonstrated its
confidence in Penang last year
by opening a RM100 million Re-
covery Plant in Bukit Minyak.

“This is not just a big number;
it also shows longterm com-
mitment. In today’s economic
climate, confidence like this is
worth celebrating,” he said.

Headquartered in Bukit
Minyak, MEP has recorded
remarkable growth over the

years, establishing a strong
presence in the global mar-
ket. The company operates in
Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam,
India, Taiwan, Hong Kong and
the USA, and employs over
500 dedicated professionals.

Meanwhile, MEP director
Sean Ong said the refining fa-
cility will be located at the Batu
Kawan Industrial Park, with
construction expected to com-
mence in the second quarter of
2026 and an estimated comple-
tion period of 18 months.

He expressed MEP’s sincere
appreciation to TANAKA for in-
vesting its advanced 4N (99.99
per cent) precious metal refining
technologies and expertise in
Malaysia.

“This establishment is ex-
pected to mark a major mile-
stone for both companies and
for the region,” he said.

The facility will provide a com-
prehensive one-stop recycling
ecosystem for precious metals,
encompassing recovery, refining
and remanufacturing.

“This initiative supports the
advancement of the circular
economy, which remains a key
contributor to Penang’s manu-
facturing industry,” he said.

Also present were Bukit Tam-
bun assemblyman Goh Choon
Aik, Federation of Malaysian
Manufacturers Penang Branch
chairman Datuk Seri Lee Teong
Li, Consul-General of Japan in
Penang Machida Shinya, MEP
Enviro Technology adviser Datuk
Norshida lbrahim, MEP Enviro
Technology directors Datuk Ivan
Ong and Joe Ong, and TANAKA
Precious Metal Technologies di-
rector & Corporate officer (Sales
Management Department) Yas-
utaka lhara.

Island Glades Morning Market officially qpens =

A TOTAL of 76 traders can now
operate their businesses with
peace of mind following the offi-
cial opening of the Island Glades
Morning Market recently.

The morning market, which
operates daily from 7am to
12pm, is located at Lorong De-
lima 6, Seri Delima, near SMK
Hamid Khan.

The initiative is the brainchild
of Seri Delima assemblyman
Connie Tan Hooi Peng and is
supported by the Penang Island
City Council (MBPP).

Among those present at the
opening ceremony were Bukit
Gelugor MP Ramkarpal Singh,
MBPP mayor Datuk A. Rajen-
dran, MBPP councillors Rohaizat

Hamid, Visvenathan Tangavello,
Koay Gaik Kee and Tan Soo
Siang who all came out to show
their support.

In her speech, Connie said
the market underwent a three-
month trial period beginning in
September last year.

“Previously, some of these
traders had temporary ‘tagging’,
but most were operating illegally
and were forced to flee whenever
MBPP’s licensing enforcement
team appeared.

“Now, they no longer need to
run away or fear being issued
compounds as all of them have
obtained the necessary licenc-
es to operate legally,” she told
Buletin Mutiara during the open-

ing ceremony.

Tan said the Village Com-
munity Management Coun-
cil (MPKK) in the area would
work together with MBPP to
monitor the market and pre-
vent new illegal traders from
setting up stalls.

“They will monitor and co-
operate to ensure that all
stalls here can operate in a
peaceful, safe and licensed
manner,” she said.

(From left) Koay, Rohaizat, Tan,
Connie, Ramkarpal, Rajendran
and Visvenathan in a group
photo after the Island Glades
Morning Market opening
ceremony.
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Chow reflects, ~
on leadership
legacy
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ITNESSING Pen-
ang’s continued
progress as he en-

ters the final term of his ser-
vice has been a deeply mean-
ingful journey for Chief Minis-
ter Chow Kon Yeow.

Chow shared this sentiment
at the Tanjong Parliamentary
Constituency Appreciation Din-
ner held recently at SJIKC Shang
Wu, describing the phrase “Pen-
ang Sentiasa Di Hati” (Penang
Forever in the Heart) as more
than a slogan, but a trust and
responsibility that has guided
his leadership.

“For me, the legacy of lead-
ership is not measured by the
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positions we hold, but by the
longterm impact we leave on
the people,” he said.

Chow stressed that the Pen-
ang2030 vision cannot be re-
alised by the government alone,
noting that meaningful progress
can only be achieved through
close cooperation between the
government and the people.

“When the community is ac-
tively involved, policies do not
remain mere documents, but
become realities that are felt in
daily life,” he added.

He hoped that Penang will
continue to move forward with
credible leadership, sustained
social harmony and a brighter
future in line with the aspiration
of “A Better Penang”.

Reflecting on the past year,
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(From left) Teh, Lim, Chow and Wong showing their togetherness during the Tanjong Parliamentary
Constituency Appreclatlon Dinner recently.

Chow said Penang had faced
various challenges, moments
of joy and hardship alike, as the
state worked collectively to ad-
vance development.

“Together, we have succeed-
ed in safeguarding a stable,
progressive and people-centric
administration,” he said.

As Penang steps into the
new year, Chow acknowledged
that challenges would continue

to emerge but described them
as opportunities to renew com-
mitment and move forward with
greater confidence as a mature
and harmonious team.

He also took the opportunity
to thank leaders and members
of the Village Community Man-
agement Council (MPKK), the
Women and Family Develop-
ment Committee (JPWK), the
Penang Youth Committee (JB-

PP), as well as those who have
remained steadfast in delivering
their best for the state.

Also present were Women,
Family and Community Devel
opment Deputy Minister and
Tanjong MP Lim Hui Ying, as-
semblymen Lim Guan Eng (Air
Putih), Teh Lai Heng (Komtar),
and Wong Yuee Harng (Pengka-
lan Kota) and veteran politician
Tan Sri Lim Kit Siang.

Display of over a century of mobility heritage

THE northern region’s first an-
tique automotive gallery, the
Penang State Museum Automo-
tive Gallery, is now officially open
to the public.

This marks a significant mile-
stone in the preservation of the
state’s transportation heritage.

Developed at a cost of RM6.1
million, the gallery is housed in
the historic building on Macali-
ster Road.

Managed by the Penang
State Museum Board (PSMB),
the newly established facil-
ity features dedicated exhibition
spaces highlighting Penang’s
historical vehicles and modes of
transportation.

The gallery showcases a dis-
tinctive collection of state-owned
vehicles and horse-drawn car-
riages, offering visitors a journey
through over a century of Malay-
sian history.

It also presents a wide range
of transportation artefacts that
reflect the evolution of mobility
in Penang, including handcarts,
bicycles, lanca, trishaws, horse-
drawn carriages, motorcycles,
motorcars, as well as the official
vehicles of the Yang DiPertua
Negeri.

Enhancing the exhibition is

a collection of historical photo-
graphs depicting vehicles once
commonly used in Penang.

These images, accompanied
by concise explanatory captions,
include visuals of bullock carts,
tricycles and bicycles fitted with
sidecars, providing valuable his-
torical context.

Visitors can also view two Pen-
ang Hill Funicular Railway carriag-
es displayed in the outdoor area
surrounding the gallery.

Among the gallery's most
notable exhibits are historically
significant vehicles such as the
Skamel Scarab, a lorry used
for transporting tin ore from the
1950s to the 1970s.

The collection also features
prestigious official state vehi-
cles, including a Rolls-Royce of
considerable historical value and
a Cadillac Fleetwood 75, which
was formerly used as the offi-
cial vehicle of the Yang DiPertua
Negeri.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who officiated the open-
ing ceremony recently, said the
establishment of the automotive
gallery represents a longterm
strategic investment by the Pen-
ang government in heritage pres-
ervation, education and socio-

s
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Something most of us would not be familiar with - a ‘Pedati
Gerbong’ (Wagonette) can also be seen at the gallery.

economic development.
“This gallery reflects the
state government's commit-

ment to enriching Penang’s mu-
seum landscape and ensuring
that the history and collective
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memory of the state continue
to be preserved, documented
and passed on to future genera-
tions,” he said.

Also present at the ceremo-
ny were Deputy State Secre-
tary (development) Mohamed
Abdul Rahman, Penang Tour-
ism and Creative Economy
Committee chairman Wong
Hon Wai, Komtar assembly-
man Teh Lai Heng, Air Itam as-
semblyman Joseph Ng Soon
Siang, Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) mayor Datuk
A. Rajendran and Penang Mu-
seum and Art Gallery (LMNPP)
director Haryany Mohamad.
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ALAYSIA’'s  develop-
ment agenda should
be anchored in civili-

sation, culture and human de-
velopment, rather than solely
focused on economic growth.

At the recent launch of the
Guar Kepah Archaeological Gal-
lery, Prime Minister Datuk Seri
Anwar Ibrahim said projects
such as Guar Kepah demon-
strate how heritage, science,
education and tourism can be
integrated into a single develop-
ment ecosystem that strength-
ens national identity while gener-
ating tangible economic benefits
for the people.

He cautioned against what he
described as “culturally barren”
development, impressive physi-
cal progress that neglects his-
tory, values and the humanities,
citing American author Mark
Twain’s observation of modern
cities that lack cultural depth.

“Development that ignores
history, culture and human val
ues is a form of emptiness.

“Civilisation must be holistic,
embracing knowledge across
disciplines,” he said, stressing
that archaeology should not be
viewed in isolation but connect-
ed to history, science, technol-
ogy, tourism and commerce.

“Civilisation is comprehen-
sive. Archaeology, science, tech-
nology and the economy must
move together if we are to build
a truly advanced and cultured
nation,” he added.

The Prime Minister said the
Guar Kepah project should
evolve beyond a static exhibi-
tion space into a living centre of
knowledge, education and com-
munity development, especially
for young people.

He also emphasised that her-
itage projects must ultimately
translate into economic uplift
for surrounding communities,
warning that infrastructure and
tourism initiatives would fail if
they did not benefit local trad-
ers, small entrepreneurs and
residents.

“Economic growth is meaning-
ful only when it improves the lives

Progress not just
economic growth

of the people, not to enrich a few
or to showcase grand buildings,”
he said, adding that the Madani
Government’s focus remains on
inclusive growth, domestic and
foreign investment, and targeted
assistance for the rakyat.

Touching on education, An-
war stressed the importance of
historical awareness, language
mastery and openness to new
technologies, including artificial
intelligence and digital transfor-
mation, to ensure future genera-
tions are equipped for a rapidly
changing world.

“All schools, regardless of
stream, must uphold the na
tional language and understand
Malaysia’s history. At the same
time, we must prepare our chil-
dren to engage with new tech-
nologies and global knowledge,”
he said.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow said the Guar
Kepah Archaeological Gallery
reflects the state’s commitment
to preserving heritage while ad-
vancing sustainable and people-
centred development.

“This is not merely a physical
structure, but a manifestation of
our responsibility to protect and
elevate national heritage so that
it remains relevant and acces-
sible to future generations,” he
said.

Located in Kepala Batas,

the Guar Kepah o
site spans over F
9,600 sq metres

and is among
Malaysia’s most
significant prehis-
toric discoveries,
featuring a mas-
sive shell midden
that points to ear- |
ly human settle- |
ment. 3

The discovery of
the 5,700vyearold |
“Penang Woman” |
in 2017 marked a
major milestone in
Malaysian archae- &
ology. i

The site was
gazetted as a National Heritage
Site last April.

Developed with an allocation
of RM10 million under the 12th
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Chow (right) handing out a
special souvenir to Anwar
during the launching of the
gallery. With them are from left,
Akmal and Tiong.

GALERI ARKEOLOGI GUAR KEPAH

Yeoh (right) looking on durlng the launching ceremony. W|th h|m
are other attendees.

- - tioning it as a hub for
education, research
and  archaeological

b ; tourism.
Q a2 Chow also high-

; ""’*? : lighted the success-
o ful repatriation of
41 Guar Kepah hu-
o man remains from
~ the Netherlands af-
ter more than 150
years, describing
it as a significant
- achievement made
. possible  through
close cooperation
i between the state
and federal govern-
ments,  Universiti
Sains Malaysia (USM) and inter-
national partners.
Economy  Minister

Malaysia Plan through the North-
ern Corridor Economic Region
(NCER), the gallery incorporates
green design, interactive exhib-  Seri Akmal Nasrullah Mohd Na-

Datuk

its and digjtal technology, posi- sir said the gallery is part of a

broader strategy to diversify
tourism products in the north-
ern region, linking Guar Kepah
with other prehistoric sites such
as Lenggong in Perak and Sun-
gai Batu in Kedah.

He said the initiative targets
high-value tourism segments
including researchers, heritage
enthusiasts and students,
while creating jobs and new in-
come opportunities for the lo-
cal community.

With its integration of heri-
tage, education, technology
and community development,
the Guar Kepah Archaeological
Gallery is poised to become a
national reference point for how
civilisationbased development
can support both identity and
inclusive economic growth.

At the event, Anwar and Chow
were briefed about the exhibits
and displays at the gallery dur-
ing a guided tour by staff in
charge there.

Among others present during
the event were Tourism, Arts and
Culture Minister Datuk Seri Tiong
King Sing, Deputy Chief Minister
| Prof Datuk Dr Mohamad Abdul
Hamid, Chief Secretary to the
Government Tan Sri Shamsul Az
ri Abu Bakar, Dutch ambassador
to Malaysia, Jacques Werner,
Penang Port Commission (PPC)
chairman Datuk Yeoh Soon Hin
and other state and federal rep-
resentatives.
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ENANG marked another
Pmajor milestone in its

semiconductor  journey
with the official opening recently
of the Shared Lab for Integrated
Circuit (IC) Design Validation and
Characterisation.

This reinforces the state’s
ambition to become a regjonal
hub for highvalue chip design
under the Penang Silicon Design
@5KM+ (PSD@5KMH) initiative.

The purpose-built facility, driv-
en by InvestPenang, provides IC
design companies with access
to advanced testing equipment,
specialised technical support
and an industry-standard elec-
trostatic discharge (ESD) envi-
ronment, enabling post-silicon
validation and characterisation
critical to bringing chip innova-
tions to market.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said the Shared Lab sym-
bolises Penang’s transition from
manufacturing excellence to in-
novation leadership.

“This Shared Lab stands as
a powerful symbol of Penang’s
ambition.

“It is a place where ideas
move beyond the drawing board,

Iqbal

Powering ahead
in chip desigh |,

where innovation is tested, re-
fined and translated into real sili-
con, where chips are brought to
life,” he said at the launch.

He added that PSD@5KM+
has evolved into a comprehen-
sive, endtoend IC design eco-
system, connecting partners
across the entire value chain,
from concept and development
to validation and commerciali-
sation, enabling startups to in-
novate faster, scale with confi-
dence and compete globally.

The facility is accessible not
only to incubatees within the
Silicon Design and Incubation
Space but also to IC design
companies across Penang, un-
derscoring the state’s commit-
ment to shared infrastructure
and ecosystem-wide growth.

Since its launch in December
2024, PSD@5KM+ has deliv-
ered strong results, including
the creation of over 9,500 high-
value jobs, the expansion of
Penang'’s IC design players from
25 to more than 50 companies,
and the training of over 400 tal-
ents through the Penang Chip
Design Academy.

Notably, Malaysia's first FP-
GA chip, alongside advanced
HBM3E and Network-on-Chip
technologies, was developed by
Penang-based engineers.

Chow also highlighted Pen-
ang’s strong economic funda
mentals, citing Department
of Statistics Malaysia figures
showing the state contributed
40.1 per cent, or RM61.3 bil
lion, of the nation’s total exports
in December 2025.

“This  outstanding  perfor-
mance reflects sustained global
confidence in Penang’s manu-
facturing excellence, particularly
in high-value electrical and elec-
tronics sectors, and affirms the
relevance of initiatives such as
PSD@5KM+,” he said.

At the event, PSD@5KM+
onboarded its second batch of
technology collaborators, Opp-
star Technology, X-FAB Sarawak,
Contacthings and ElectroRent,
bringing the total number of col-
laborators to 18.

The partnerships expand ca-

"= Chow being briefed
by Contacthings
Automation program
manager Calvin Teoh on
the ArcticFlow Thermal

Chiller (DCTH System).

pabilities across advanced tape-
out services, diverse foundry
process nodes and robust post-
silicon validation infrastructure.

Contacthings and Electro-
Rent, together with Keysight and
MIMOS, were also announced
as key partners of the Shared
Lab, contributing critical exper-
tise and resources to uphold
technical excellence.

InvestPenang chief executive
officer Datuk Loo Lee Lian said
the initiative reflects a deliber-
ate, ecosystem-led approach to
building Penang’s IC design ca
pabilities.

“PSD@5KM+ brings together
infrastructure, talent develop-
ment, funding facilitation and
strategic partnerships within a
comprehensive and intercon-
nected framework.

“With the Shared Lab and new

collaborators, we are strength-
ening Penang’'s position as a
fast-growing IC design hub while
enabling startups to reduce time-
tomarket and scale with greater
confidence,” she said.

Chow reaffirmed the state
government’'s commitment to
advancing the semiconductor
ecosystem through continued in-
vestment in infrastructure, talent
development and close collabo-
ration with industry, academia
and the federal government.

“As we move forward, let us do
so with ambition, unity and con-
viction, to shape Penang’s future
and contribute meaningfully to the
global semiconductor landscape.

"Together, we can realise our
vision of producing the first gen-
eration of a ‘Made by Malaysia’
chip, designed, developed and
driven from Penang,” he said.

Tech Dome ties up with world’s largest astronomy museum

TECH Dome Penang reached
a major milestone recently fol-
lowing a special collaboration
with the Shanghai Astronomy
Museum, the world’s largest as-
tronomy museum.

Through this strategic partner-
ship, Tech Dome will roll out the
AstroXplore 2026 programme,
a special initiative focused on
strengthening Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering and Mathemat-
ics (STEM) education, particu-
larly in the fields of astronomy
and space science.

Deputy Chief Minister Il Jag-
deep Singh Deo described the
collaboration as a landmark
step in advancing astronomy
education and fostering interna-
tional knowledge exchange.

“Through this collaboration,
the public will be offered an im-
mersive virtual reality (VR) expe-

rience, enabling visitors to ex-
plore the Shanghai Astronomy
Museum virtually.

“In addition, a series of ex-
clusive astronomy workshops
adapted directly from the muse-
um’s original programmes will
be delivered locally. These ses-
sions will provide participants
with  authentic, world-class
learning experiences without
the need to travel abroad,” Jag-
deep told a press conference at
Komtar.

Also present were Jagdeep’s
special adviser J. Philip Vincent
and Tech Dome Penang senior
marketing and communications
manager, Oun Sui Leng.

Jagdeep added that the proj-
ect will run for three months.

“This initiative reflects a
shared commitment to enrich-
ing public access to high-quality

science education while posi-
tioning Malaysia as a hub for
global learning experiences in
astronomy,” he said.

On a related note, Jagdeep
highlighted Tech Dome Pen-
ang’s pivotal role in advancing
STEM education and public en-
gagement in science since its
establishment.

“To date, the centre has deliv-
ered 4,837 STEM activities, di-
rectly engaging 683,949 partici-
pants and welcoming more than
1.45 million visitors, reflecting
sustained public interest and
confidence in its programmes.

“In 2025 alone, Tech Dome
Penang organised 404 STEM
activities, benefiting 73,949
participants excluding large-
scale national initiatives such
as Al Horizon and attracted
100,185 visitors.

B3 ey

Jagdeep trying the VR headset while Oun looks on.

“These achievements un-
derscore Tech Dome’s strong
institutional capacity to deliver
high-impact, inclusive and scal-

able STEM outreach, supporting
Penang'’s vision of becoming a
smart, innovative and future-
ready state,” Jagdeep added.
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ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA N.09 BAGAN DALAM N.01 PENAGA )
YAB Chow Kon Yeow [T% 04-226 0218 YB Kumaran Krishnan @ Calvin {T; 04-313 1002 YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah (M
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 226 0218 bagandalamn09@gmail.com F
N.13 BERAPIT yéog "k'# A'NghTUN?GAL T
e ukKnori azall
véslgc?th’UDT?A%mgmad Abdul Hamid m 04 - 626 1442 EB Hef)r bee Lee }B 81‘7 5%30(3)(5)%9 i
mohdhamid@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 626 1442 Lerapiredappg.org - yéoia PEI&A@ALA%%IBERANGAN .
; N.14 MACHANG BUBOK ONe Sobr Salle M
?ézj"oZéTe%szEiﬁéﬁ"é'eo T) 04 - 226 2464 B Fee Khdl Foon m 0138 =575 0512
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my [F; 04-2618715 kllee78@gmail.com F) 04-551 1442 wm%%gg é\ouzi Yusoff m
yg'é BUKH TEN(L;AH T) 04 - 507 5001
N.15 PADANG LALANG 00i Hsiao-Leung - |
YB Gooi Zi Sen (T) 012 - 500 1571 gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my H 04 - 507 5001 %0227%9\'@%“ TAWAR M
gooizisen@penang.gov.my
N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN
N.16 PERAI YB Goh Choon Atk {3 G-dzsey N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
YI;% Dato’ Seri Sundiarcioo A/L Somu (T) 04 - 397 3600 - 8 e SRl A SRl m
é. o] i a il. .
LT e Yo Igsgﬂlgng (T) 04 - 829 0614 N.11 PERMATANG PASIR =~
N19 JAWI dapairputih@gmail.com YB Amir Hamzah Abdul Hashim M
YB H'ng Mooi Lye T) 04 - 594 1163
S ; _ N.24 KEBUN BUNGA N.12 PENANTI
nledunjowi@gmai.com [F{ Ue-gpnsles YE Lee Boon Hen (T)011-2773 6684 | | YB Zulkefi Bakar m
N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH leeboonheng24@gmail.com
. NGAI A N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
ETRER pie oo [R 04 - 593 2408 N.25 PULAU TIKUS YB Abidin Ismail m
D£15sgachenP2dmai.com YB Woo Sze Zeng (H) 016 - 417 2548
N.22 TANJONG BUNGA Joshuawooszagmail.com N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Zairil Khir Johari [T; 04 - 818 3866 N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA YB Mohamad Shukor Zakariah m
tanjongbunga@bukitbendera.org F) 04 - 262 5952 YB W?<n Ylliei? H@%mg {B 04 - 299 2574
pengkalankora@aappg.org N.40 TELOK BAHANG
N.30 SUNGAI PINANG . )
4 S < B YB Muhamad Kasim M
IS S enang.gov.my 1) 04 €26 630 N.28 KOMTAR
— [ Teh Lai Hong {B 9162706808 NAMA No Tel/ No Faks
omiare appg.org =
N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Wong Hon Wai . [T{ 04 - 826 1898 N.31 BATU LANCANG PENANG CARE SOCIETY s]H%Tn% 10123
wonghonwail973@gmail.com F YB Ong Ah Teong }T; 04 - 280 4411 ) 04 -
s A R ongahteong@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 280 4422
- NTAI DAP PENANG HQ T) 04 - 228 8482
YB Fahmi Zainol [Tg 04-253 7545 N.32 SERI DELIMA dappenang@dapmalaysia.org H 04-228 8514
fahmizainol@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 293 7546 YB Tan Hooi Peng T) 04 - 659 5611
LI n32seridelima@gmail.com {F{ PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-3970115
;\(/I‘Belﬁg(t]%k Seri Reezal Merican Naina [B N.33 AIR ITAM '
Simolsaiimalagnsi com Bl ity A it
| .
N.07 SUNGAI PUYU N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Phee Syn Tze ) m 04-313 7987 YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam T) 04 - 668 1062
n07sungaipuyu@gmail.com ) 012-248 5938 kumar.harapan35@gmail.com F) 04 - 668 1062
N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
lY‘lBOCSZIEeAeG?eNeéEEg\eAnL T) 018 - 388 6317 YB Dato’ Azrul Mahathir Aziz ET{ 04 - 649 3976
cheeyeehkeen@gmail.com H ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com F) 04 - 649 3976

Pertandingan Melukis Poster - 1/2026 LELIELE

Pertama: RM700
Kedua: RM500
Ketiga: RM300

A =30 @m‘ﬁ; WPENANG

Tarikh peraduan: 1 Januari - 31 Mac 2026 |}

Nama:
 Saizkertss lukisen adalah AS (B9F emx d2em). 20 nNamE: e e e R R
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3
&
5. Lukisan grafik dan adaptasi menggunakan komputer adalah tidak dibenarkan. Kad PEI‘IQEI‘IE[EH:
&
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1. Berumur 13 tahun dan ke atas.
. Peraduan dibuka dari 1 Januari 2024 hingga 31 Mac 2024,
. Bebas menggunakan sebarang jenis bahan mewarna.

. Lukisan dan idea adalah hasil ciptaan sendiri.

. Karya perlu bertemakan ‘Wanita Diperkasa, Kemuniti Sejahtera’,
Diwajibkan untuk sertakan logo Penang2030 dan Buletin Mutiara dalam karya.

8. Borang butiran peribadi peserta perlu ditampal di bahagian belakang karya.

9. Penyertaan ahli keluarga terdekat barisan penganjur adalah tidak sah. No. Telefon: tRumah]’

10. Hasil karya adalah hak milik penganjur. {Bimhil}

11. Sebarang pertanyaan, sila hubungi 04-6505704 f 5705.

12. Alamatkan semua borang penyertaan ke: Bl

Pertandingan Melukis Poster - 1/2026,
Tingkat 47 KOMTAR, 10503 Pulau Pinang. (Pastikan semua butiran diisi dengan lengkap).
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SENARAI NAMA AHLIMAJLIS SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWNARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MBSP 2026
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MBSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
ﬁgm%d Rizal Abd. 019 - 464 6696 1. Yeap Choon Keong Seberang Perai Penyelia 013 - 449 0366
Utara Bahagian
Anuar Yussoff 016 -461 6390 Kewarganegaraan
2. K. Velan Seberang Perai 018 -394 4537
Chang Kim Joo 016 - 436 9268 (Pegawai Pembantu) Selatan . )
Pejabat Bahagian
Chong Wei Hoong 012 - 484 9693 3. Joseph Tan Seberang Perai Kewa;garfgaiza%glﬁ?:;{nang, 012 - 470 3880
(Pegawai Pembantu) Tengah ingkat 44,
Ratuk Mohd Noor 019 -4731172 4. | K. Dasirani Timur Laut N. Vasanthakumari 012 - 412 2375
(Pegawai Pembantu) (Pembantu Tadbir)
R 04 - 650 5105
SD(;:;LUK Mohd Zaidi Hali 019 - 431 3333 5. Ay Yap See Barat Daya 011-5313 6188

(Pegawai Pembantu)

Nota:

Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.

SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

MBPP 2026

Nama

Telefon

Hasrul Husin 010-379 7729
Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 - 261 2460
Lim Chee Chien 012 - 521 9894
Lim Eng Nam 016 - 411 4400

MBPP

04 - 259 2020

Alan Lim Wei Lun

017 - 343 3995

Linda Ng Kerh Wei

011-11448393

Chan Soon Aun

012 - 4850728

Dato’ Haji Abdul Razak Abdul 012 - 464 6277
Rahman
David Chen Wooi Teong 012-492 1114

Linggeswaran a/l 013 - 419 9071
Charmar
Muhamad Suzuki 011-1119 4419

Ahmad

Deenadayalan a/l Kandiah

019 - 473 9895

Ngoh Cheng Hai

017 -979 0933

Dr. Mohd Suhairi Arumugam
Abdullah

016 - 521 3369

Foo Yu Keong 012 - 455 0074
Haji Mohamed Yusoff 019-4138114
Mohamed Noor

Koay Gaik Kee 016 - 447 5088

Lee Seng Hwai

016 - 440 6798

Lee Wei Seang

012 - 452 8305

Manimaran a/l Samba Sivam

016 - 438 3437

Mohamad Khairani Abdul
Shukor

019 - 594 4533

Ooi Yong Wooi 016 -421 1196
Ponnudurai a/I 012 - 423 3578
V Anthony Srinvasagam

Predeeb Kumar a/l 016 - 498 5421
Kalidass

Tan Chee Teong 012-4017718
Teh Chuann Yien 010 - 441 7749

Mohd Aidil Fitri lbrahim

019 - 443 2088

Muhammad Khairul Mohd Ali

012 - 542 0520

Yeoh Kim Kim

012 - 428 6438

Muhamad Nayim Othuman
Mydin

017 - 465 4947

Muhammad Adzlan Adzhar

017 - 3350030

Ooi Mei Mei 011 - 1443 8734
Rohaizat Hamid 019 -5100075
Tan May Peng 016 - 461 3511

Tan Soo Siang

012-4752453

Yoganragj Thever a/l 012 - 444 5675
Kathiravelu

Zainuddin Mohamed 012 - 479 4200
Zulkifli Md. Yusop 016 - 432 0789
Zulkiply Ishak 013 - 431 6161

Theng Jie Wey 016-4187108
Visvenathan a/l Tangavello 019 -488 1010
Zuraida Mohamad Arshad 019 - 464 3674
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State boosts

=Pix by Muhamad Iqgbal
Hamdan

HE Penang government
Thas pledged to increase

its contribution to the
Thanneermalai  Shree  Bal-
athandayuthapani Temple from
RM200,000 to RM240,000 to
support the organisation of this
year's Thaipusam celebration.

The increase is in conjunction
with the 240th anniversary of
the festival in Penang.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow announced the increased al-
location after the temple’s chair-
man, Kumarathiraviam Kasina-
than, highlighted the milestone
during his preceding speech at
the temple grounds in Waterfall
Road recently, drawing applause
from the crowd.

Chow also extended his ap-
preciation to the Penang Hindu
Endowment Board, chaired by
Jelutong MP R.S.N. Rayer, and
the entire organising committee
for their meticulous planning in
ensuring the success of the cel-
ebration.

He said the state government
remains committed to support-
ing PHEB, including the provi-
sion of an annual RM2 million
grant as an ongoing commit-
ment to safeguarding houses of
worship, while strengthening so-
cial development, human capital
growth and the well-being of the
Hindu community in Penang.

“Thaipusam is a religious fes-
tival of great importance, rich in
tradition and deeply significant
to the Hindu community.

e R
= E‘Jﬁ:. i

Chow presenting the RM240,000 contribution
to Kumarathiraviam for Thanneermalai Shree
Balathandayuthapani Temple’s organisation of
Thaipusam 2026. With them are Rayer (left) and

Lingeshwaran (right).

"According to estimates by
the temple committee, nearly
one million visitors would attend
this religious event,” Chow said.

As in previous years, Chow
took part in a walkabout ses-
sion along Jalan Utama to Jalan
Kebun Bunga, observing the
rows of carefully prepared and
vibrantly decorated thanneer
panthals (refreshment stations).

He noted that the active par-
ticipation of local traders, private
companies and industry players
clearly demonstrated how reli-
gious celebrations can serve
as catalysts for community eco-
nomic development, particularly
for small and medium enter-
prises, in line with the inclusive
development agenda of the Pen-
ang2030 vision.

On the proposed “People

PHEB collects RM250,000

THE recent Thaipusam cel-
ebration saw the Penang Hin-
du Endowment Board (PHEB)
collecting a whopping total of
RM252,934.

The amount was announced
by its commissioner, A. Kumare-
san, who is also Batu Uban as-
semblyman, following the com-
pletion of the “undiyal” (donation
box) counting process on Feb 6.

The counting took place from
9am to 3pm at Komtar.

According to Kumaresan,
RM132,665 was collected dur-
ing the Golden Chariot proces-
sion and RM120,269 at the Wa-
terfall Hilltop Temple.

He noted that the total amount
eHe noted that the total amount

excludes foreign currencies and
other monetary items, which will
be sent to a bank for verification.

Kumaresan also added that
the Golden Chariot received
26.72 grams of gold, while the
Waterfall Hilltop Temple received
10.65 grams of gold.

“The donations collected
from the Golden Chariot proces-
sion will be channelled towards
education and welfare purposes.

“Meanwhile, the temple col
lection will be used for the up-
keep and maintenance of the
Waterfall Hilltop Temple, as well
as for its management,” Ku-
maresan said.

He also announced that Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Anwar lbrahim

Mover Project” at the temple
aimed at facilitating move-
ment, particularly for senior citi-
zens, persons with disabilities
(PWDs) and those in need, as
announced last year, Chow said
the appointed company has
conducted a feasibility study in-
volving three proposed design
options.

The findings of the study have
since been presented to PHEB
for further consideration.

Chow added that the
Thaipusam  procession has
been listed among 16 items of
recognised intangible cultural
heritage.

The Gazette Declaration for
recognition has been submit-
ted to the State Legal Adviser's
Office for the process of official
gazettal.

Kumaresén (front rbw, fifth from left) and Li
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Thaipusam

T

Siew Khim (left) serving orange juice to a devotee. Also helping out at the
refreshment station are Ramkarpal, Sim and Gurmeet Kaur (in light green), wife of
the late Karpal Singh.

“The state government has
taken the initiative to elevate
this heritage item as a State
Heritage, not only for preserva-
tion and conservation purposes,
but also to promote it to the
multi-ethnic society within and
beyond Penang. Congratula-
tions!” Chow added.

Also present were Entrepre-
neur Development and Coop-
eratives Minister Steven Sim,
Deputy Chief Minister Il Jagdeep
Singh Deo, Family and Commu-
nity Development Deputy Minis-
ter Lim Hui Ying, National Unity
Deputy Minister Yuneswaran
Ramaraj, Jelutong MP and PHEB
chairman R.S.N. Rayer, Gelugor
MP Ramkarpal Singh, and PHEB
deputy chairman Senator Dr Lin-
geshwaran R. Arunasalam.

Also in attendance were state

NR][

executive councillors Datuk Seri
Sundarajoo Somu, Lim Siew Kh-
im, Zairil Khir Johari and Wong
Hon Wai; assemblymen Kuma-
ran Krishnan (Bagan Dalam),
Joshua Woo Sze Zeng (Pulau
Tikus) and Lee Boon Heng (Ke-
bun Bunga), Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) mayor Datuk A.
Rajendran and MBPP councillor
Visvenathan Tangavello.

Rayer expressed his appre-
ciation to Chow and Jagdeep
for their strong support for
PHEB, and thanked Sim for his
RM100,000 donation to the
board.

“We're apolitical and God-
fearing. Many of PHEB members
are not politicians, but experi-
enced professionals. We're here
to serve, and only to serve,”
Rayer stressed.

picture with other PHEB commissioners and volunteers.

has allocated RM1.5 million to
PHEB for the construction of a cre-
matorium in Bagan, Butterworth.

“This reflects the federal
government’s continued com-
mitment to ensuring the wel-
fare and well-being of the Hindu
community in Penang and Ma-
laysia as a whole.

“We also express our grati-

tude to Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow for his contribution of
RM240,000 towards this year's
Thaipusam celebration.

“Additionally, we would like
to thank Entrepreneur Develop-
ment and Cooperatives Minis-
ter Steven Sim Chee Keong for
channelling RM100,000 to sup-
port the celebration.

el _
ngeshwaran (third from right) posing for a group

£ - '

“The cooperation, support,
and contributions from all par-
ties are deeply appreciated and
serve as a symbol of unity and
harmony among the multi-ethnic
and multi-religious communities
in Penang,” he added.

Also present was PHEB
deputy chairman Senator Dr
R.A.Lingeshwaran.
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Encouraging the use of reusable tiffin carriers

PROTECTING the environment
requires collective responsibil-
ity, not just government action,
says Tan Lean Kee, the wife of
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

Tan said the widespread
use of plastic packaging has
caused serious environmental
damage, including pollution
of rivers and seas, as well as
threats to marine life.

“Plastic waste accumulates in
our environment and eventually
returns to us through the food
chain,” she said in her speech
before distributing 680 reusable
tiffin carriers at seven coffee
shops in Jelutong recently.

The event was part of the
ninth edition of the “Stop Sin-
gle-Use Plastic” campaign.

Tan also pointed out that
microplastics pose long-term
health concerns, making it cru-
cial to reduce plastic usage at

the source.

“Reducing plastic at the
point of use is one of the most
effective ways to address this
issue,” she added.

Tan, who is Pertubuhan
Wanita Mutiara Pulau Pinang
(PWMPP) chairman, said the
distribution aimed to encour-
age residents to reduce de-
pendence on single-use plastic
containers, particularly for take-
away food.

“By using reusable tiffin car-
riers, especially for hot food,
we can significantly cut down
plastic waste and reduce po-
tential health risks,” she said
in her speech.

She said the campaign has
grown steadily through contin-
ued community engagement
and partnerships.

“This is already the ninth
campaign since it was launched,

Uplifting
society with
kindness

=Pix by Law Suun Ting

0 the people of Penang
Deel the growth the state
is experiencing?

That was the poser raised by
Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
when he attended an aid pre-
sentation event at the Che Hoon
Khor Moral Uplifting Society Pen-
ang recently.

Chow said Penang’s main fo-
cus this year is on the livelihood
economy, aimed at ensuring
that economic growth improves
people’s everyday lives.

“People often say Penang has
everything: big projects, steady
investment growth and strong
exports. But the most important
question is this: do our people
feel the growth? When the state
grows, our people must grow to-
gether. That is why we are work-
ing towards a ‘Better Penang’
— a Penang where people see
progress, feel valued and are in-
cluded in our success,” he said.

Chow added that senior
citizens carry experience, wis-
dom and values that continue
to guide younger generations,

stressing that they are not a bur-
den but a strength to society.

He also shared that three ma-
jor development projects are un-
derway at Penang Hospital and
are expected to be completed
between this year and 2029.

In addition, the opening of the
Seberang Jaya Hospital building
will provide more beds and im-
proved facilities, while plans to
upgrade the Sungai Bakap clinic
will enhance healthcare servic-
es for Penangites.

The  society  presented
cheques to 14 charitable or-
ganisations and distributed ang
pows to four old folks’ homes
and 2,000 senior citizens at its
hall along Jalan Macalister in
George Town recently.

Each of the 14 beneficiaries
received RM15,000, amounting
to a total of RM210,000, while
senior citizens received ang
pows of RM30 each.

The 14 beneficiaries were
Pertubuhan Pumulihan Orang
Kurang Upaya Negeri Pulau
Pinang, Persatuan Kesihatan
Jiwa Pulau Pinang, Pesatuan
Pumulihan Penyayang Orang

and the response has been very
encouraging,” Tan said.

She noted that the campaign
in Jelutong was jointly organ-
ised with the Global Federation
of Chinese Business Women
Penang (GFCBWP), highlighting
the importance of collaboration
between community groups
and the business sector.

Tan encouraged the public to
make reusable containers part
of their daily routine rather than
viewing the campaignh as a one-
day event.

“Bring your tiffin carriers ev-
ery time you buy food. Consis-
tency is what will make a real
difference,” she said.

She expressed confidence
that sustained efforts would
contribute to a cleaner environ-
ment and a healthier lifestyle
for future generations.

“If everyone plays their part,
55 abepan ool

Tan (in white), accompanied by PWMPP members, giving out the
reusable tiffin carriers to some customers at a coffee shop.

We can create a cleaner and more
sustainable Penang,” she said.
GFCBWP  founder Datuk
Cheng Mei Man said the meal-
container distribution activity
encourages residents to bring
their own food containers, pro-
moting environmental cleanli-
ness and sustainability.
“Although this is a simple
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act of distribution, it represents
thoughtfulness, care and love,”
she said.

Among those present were
Sungai Puyu assemblyman
Phee Syn Tze, Penang Island
City Council (MBPP) councillors
Tan Soo Siang and Nicholas
Theng; and GFCBWP president
Datin Eileen Quek.

Chow (front row, seventh from right), Sim (elghth from right) and society advisers with senior
citizens and volunteers at the Che Hoon Khor Moral Uplifting Society Penang's ang pow and cheque

presentation.

Kurang Upaya Pulau Pinang, Per-
satuan Rawatan Buah Pinggan
Malaysia, Penang Pure Lotus
Society Hospice of Compassion,
Penang Caring Dialysis Society,
Pertubuhan Kebajikan Komuniti
Cakna Pulau Pinang, Asia Com-
munity Centre, Eden Handicap
Service Centre Bhd, Pertubuhan
Rumah Kebajikan Seri Cahaya
Pulau Pinang, Persatuan Kebaji-
kan Warga Emas Harmoni Pulau
Pinang, Penang Cheshire Home,
Persatuan Pengajian Sadhu Vas-
wani Negeri Pulau Pinang and
Children’s  Protection Society
Malaysia.

The four old folk homes were
Silver Jubilee for the Aged, the
Penang Home for the Infirm &
Aged, Relau Rumah Charis Bhd
and Little Sisters of the Poor.

Che Hoon Khor Moral Uplift-

ing Society Penang president
Datuk Sim Ah Chye thanked
Chow for his presence, noting
that when leaders and commu-
nity organisations stand togeth-
er, the impact of charity reaches
even further.

He said the purpose of the
event was simple — to share
care, kindness and hope.

“The 14 charitable organisa-
tions work tirelessly to support
some of the most vulnerable
members of our society. Behind
every red packet and contribu-
tion is a story of generosity,
teamwork and people who be-
lieve that helping others makes
our society stronger,” Sim said.

He added that while the daily
contributions of these organisa-
tions may not always be visible,
their impact is deeply felt by

families, communities and lives
transformed.

Sim said the society has
been guided by the principles of
compassion and service since
its founding.

“Charity is not about how
much one gives, but about sin-
cerity, consistency and unity.
Charity has no boundaries of
race, religion or background — it
speaks a universal language un-
derstood by every heart.

“Let us remember that each
of us has the ability to make a
difference, no matter how small
the action may seem,” he said.

Among those present were
organising chairman and deputy
president Datuk Tan Kim Oh,
advisers Datuk Seri Chew Weng
Khak, Datuk Seri Ng Tee Soo
and Datuk Seri Ooi Soo Hing.



LEGO set ferry has
A been added to the Pen-

ang Ferry Museum at
Weld Quay, giving visitors a
new and creative way to learn
about one of Penang’s most
iconic symbols.

The Lego model, curated by
Wong Wing Yew, recreates the
familiar Penang ferry and is now
part of the museum’s exhibits
to attract more visitors, espe-
cially families and children.

Wong, 41, said the idea came
up recently and was seen as a
simple but meaningful activity
for visitors.

“When this idea came up, we
felt it was not bad and could be
developed into an activity,” he
said, referring to the placement
of the Lego ferry at the upper
deck of the iconic museum.

He said the Lego ferry is
made up of about 4,000 pieces
and was carefully assembled.

“The display has drawn
strong interest from the public.
This is the only set | have, and
people have been asking if it
can be sold,” he said.

Penang Ferry Museum cura-
tor Siti Solehah Azizan earlier
briefed Buletin Mutiara on the
history of the iconic ferry.

“The ferry holds a special
place in Penang’s history and
remains an important symbol
for the state,” she said.

The museum tells the story
of how the ferry connected the
island and mainland for de-
cades and supported daily life,
work and trade.

“The ferry is not just a mode
of transport; it is part of Pen-
ang’s identity and shared mem-
ories,” she said.

Siti Solehah added that many
visitors feel a personal connec-
tion to the ferry.

“Some remember taking the
ferry to school or work, while
others recall family trips. These
memories attract people to the
museum,” she said.

She said creative displays
such as the Lego ferry help
visitors better understand the
ferry’s history.

“These displays make the
experience more interesting, es-

Museum s Lego
ferry attraction

pecially for children and younger
visitors,” she said.

Meanwhile, ferry crew mem-
ber Faizal Mansor said he often
explains how the old ferry en-
gines operated and the techni-
cal details involved.

“There are many technical

The Penang Ferry
Museum in Weld Quay.
(INSET) Wong showing
off his Lego ferry to
Buletin Mutiara.

aspects in the old iconic ferry

engine, and students are always
eager to learn how it worked
whenever they visit,” he said.

“It is a privilege for me to ex-
plain and expose this informa-
tion so it will not be forgotten,”
he said.

OPENING HOURS:
Daily from 9am to 6pm.
ENTRY FEES: RM29 for adults,

RMA15 (children and senior citi-
Zens).
For details, call011-11777449

THERE is light at the end of the
tunnel for buyers of units at two
long-stalled affordable housing
projects.

This follows the state govern-
ment’'s move to take proactive
steps to revive the two proj
ects, namely Rumah MutiarakKu
(RMKu) Pangsapuri Sri Bayu and
RMKu Pangsapuri Quinton.

As part of these efforts, a
Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) was signed between Mah
Sing Group and Baker Tilly Malay-
sia at Komtar recently, formalis-
ing collaboration to complete the
projects.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow said the initiative reflects the
state government’s strong com-
mitment to ensuring the projects
are completed for the benefit of
buyers.

He added that the state takes
the issue of long-stalled projects
under the Ministry of Housing
and Local Government (KPKT)
very seriously, particularly those
delayed by more than 30 per cent
or where the Sale and Purchase
Agreement (SPA) has expired.

“In  Penang, for example,
Pangsapuri Sri Bayu and Pang-

State moves to revive two housing projects

sapuri  Quinton, both located
in the Southwest District, have
been classified as long-stalled
projects.

“Nearly all units in both proj-
ects had been offered to eligible
buyers, with SPAs signed in Octo-
ber and November 2017, mean-
ing it has been more than eight
years since then.

“The prolonged delay has
placed a significant burden on
buyers, including housing loan
interest payments, temporary
accommodation costs and un-
certainty over project comple-
tion dates.

“To address these challeng-
es, the State Housing and Envi-
ronment Committee chairman,
Datuk Seri Sundarajoo Somu,
stepped in to assess how the
state government could assist in
coordinating the revival efforts,”
Chow said at the MoU signing
ceremony.

He added that, although the
issue falls under the responsi-
bility of KPKT and may have its
own mechanisms to address the

Heng (second from left) and Voon (second from right ) posing with the MoU while being witnessed by
Chow and Sundarajoo (fourth from left).

problem, the state government
sees it as its responsibility to as-
sist in resolving the matter.
“That is why we are here to
witness the efforts undertaken
by Datuk Seri Sundarajoo and
the relevant agencies.
“Following the assessment,
Mah Sing Group Berhad has
been appointed as the financier,
while Baker Tilly Insolvency PLT
has been appointed by the court
as liquidator to ensure that both
revival projects are completed in
an orderly and systematic man-

ner,” he said.

The MoU was signed by Mah
Sing Group chief executive officer
and executive director Datuk Voon
Yin Yow, and Baker Tilly Malaysia
group managing partner Andrew
Heng, with Chow and Sundarajoo
witnessing the ceremony.

Meanwhile, Sundarajoo noted
that financial constraints faced
by the previous developer were
among the key factors prevent
ing the completion of the Pang-
sapuri Sri Bayu and Pangsapuri
Quinton projects.

Sundarajoo, who is also the
Perai assemblyman, said the
projects consist of 625 residen-
tial units.

“Restoring both projects will
be challenging, due to extensive
internal damage from theft and
vandalism.

“We aim to complete one of
the projects by June or July, and
the other is expected to be fin-
ished by the end of this year. |
would like to thank the Chief Min-
ister for his cooperation in ad-
dressing this issue,” he added.
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