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ENANGITES will be able to
Pwitness the launching of the

first box girder for the Penang
LRT Mutiara Line by July or August,
says Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow.

He said this after visiting the project’s
Segmental Box Girder (SBG) casting
yard in Sungai Ular recently.

The SBG is a key facility that will man-
ufacture the elevated viaduct segments
for the line’s first package.

Located in Kulim, the yard was de-
veloped by SRS Consortium to produce
precast segments for the stretch from
Silicon Island to Komtar.

“This facility has been prepared to
produce the segments that will be trans-
ported and installed along the project
alignment,” he said.

He emphasised that the SBG ap-
proach represents a modern construc-
tion method compared with convention-
al techniques, which often disrupt work
sites.

“This latest method helps overcome
on-site constraints and reduces distur-
bances. It is a major step forward in
ensuring smoother construction,” he
added.

The casting yard will produce approxi-
mately 8,800 SBG segments for Pack-
age 1 of the project.

Production is expected to begin soon,
with the first deliveries to Penang target-
ed for July or August.

Each viaduct span will measure about
40 metres, requiring 13 segments per
span.

Installation of the elevated structure
and segment production are expected
to continue through 2028, followed by
track laying and other rail system works.

Chow said the state government is
satisfied with the progress seen during
the visit.

Also, relatively, the Chief Minister

RT’S FIRST
BOX GIRDER UP

BY AUGUST

E————

| —— e o e el
ﬁmnnmmmmn

Most installation
works will take
place at night to

avoid congestion
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TrSE—— e | eCeeseseeee— | e =

SRSLRT
SELAMAT DATANG

YAB TUAN CHOW KON YEOW
Ketua Menlen Pulau Pinang

S5 CASTING YARD

Pre gL R7Msluan Mutiara

Chow in a group photo in front of one of the segments in the casting yard area.

[——— (Aﬂ
e AL APRN ‘l

ol e ANAAA R

’x'v.n: R,

Among those in the picture are Zairil (second row, third from left), Zulkifli (second
row, third from right) and other key figures from SRS LRT and MRT Corp.

highlighted that the SBG method was
chosen to minimise disruption to road
users, as installation is carried out
above the piers rather than using long
scaffolding along roads.

“This method will significantly reduce

traffic impact. Most installation works
will take place at night to avoid conges-
tion,” he said, urging the public to co-
operate with traffic management plans
when work begins.

* Turn to pg 2
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ANDOWNERS in Pen-
Lang will benefit from the

state government’s new-
ly announced revision to the
2026 Land Tax mechanism.

“Under the revision, First
Grade land without planning ap-
proval, as well as land with Nil
category and unspecified land
use conditions (NIL), will be re-
classified as 'Building Use' for
tax purposes,” Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow said at a press
conference in Komtar recently.

He added that the move is
aimed at reducing the financial
burden on landowners, particu-
larly those with commercial and
industrial land that did not ob-
tain proper planning approval.

Under the new mechanism,
he said urban land will be
taxed at RMO.70 per sq metre,
and rural land at RM0.50 per
sq metre, compared with the
previously proposed RM3.25
per sq metre for commercial
or industry.

“However, landowners in this
category will no longer be eligi-
ble for the existing 50 per cent
rebate, as they are already en-
joying a significant reduction in
land tax rates,” he said.

Also present were Penang
Land and Mines director Datuk
Dr Faizal Kamarudin and North-
east district officer Isma Su-
haimi Shariff.

Chow said the adjustment
was a refinement of the 2026
land tax review, designed to help
landowners while ensuring a fair
and people-centric approach.

He also urged landowners to
proactively develop their land
through proper legal channels
to support Penang’s growth and
development.

“As of 31 March 2026, the
state’s District Land Offices re-

ebate Mechanism

Helps landowners adapt to tax rate
adjustments gradually over a period of
three years, starting with 50% rebate
in the first year.
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ceived 4,001 appeals and feed-
back submissions,” Chow said.

“Of these, 2,885 involved
significant increases in land
taxes, including First Grade
land deeds, rural-to-urban re-
classifications, durian agricul-
tural land, hillside properties,
and rate adjustments. The re-
maining 1,116 cases involved
technical issues like buildings
spanning multiple lots, finan-
cial difficulties, abandoned
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Abandoned or Unstarted

Housing Schemes

« Landowners may apply for a tax
reduction for the current year with the
Land Administrator

Durian Plantation
Tax Reduction

¢ Durian tax rate reduced from
RM800/hectare —» RM80/hectare
covering 730 lots with a total area of
2,265 hectares

g Business and Industrial
Category/Use

* Not subject to the minimum tax rate
« Taxis calculated based on actual land
area
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projects, non-profit organisa-
tions, and idle land.”

Currently, 3,043 cases are
being actively processed by Dis-
trict Land Offices and the Pen-
ang Land and Mines Office.

At the press conference,
Chow also announced several
tax relief measures and incen-
tives (see accompanying info-
graphic).

Chow noted that these mea-
sures have been widely accept-

at the Northeast District counter at Komtar.

MAY 1-15,2026 DU

Land tax rates cut
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2026 LAND TAX REVIEW: REBATES AND INCENTIVES

Chow speaking with a rather happy taxpayer . \L / d

ed by stakeholders and stressed
the importance of following
proper planning procedures for
future land development.

As of March 31, 2026, over
163,000 landowners, repre-
senting more than 54% of active
taxpayers in 2025, had complet-
ed their land tax payments.

Chow urged landowners to
submit any remaining appeals
to the District Land Offices be-
fore the April 30 deadline, al-
though late submissions will
still be considered on a case-by-
case basis.

The revised mechanism,
he said, reflects careful delib-
eration by the State Executive
Council (Exco), taking into ac-
count feedback from landown-
ers, comparisons with other
states, and the need to miti-
gate the impact of tax rate in-
creases while promoting devel-
opment in Penang.

On April 3, Chow visited the
Northeast District payment
counter at Komtar to see its

operations.

During his visit, he reiterated
that all schools across the state
need to pay a nominal RM50
rate per lot, and advised respec-
tive schools to check their tax
bills via the PgLand portal and
make payment either online or
at counters statewide.

The following day, Chow
handed over the revised land
tax bills to SRJK(C) Sin Ya and
SMJK(C) Jit Sin in Seberang
Perai in a symbolic handover
during his visit.

Chow said the visit was aimed
at delivering the revised bills fol-
lowing the state government’s
earlier decision to grant a nomi-
nal land tax rate to 398 schools
statewide, covering about 522
land lots in total.

He reiterated that the RM50
rate applies regardless of land
ownership, including cases
where school land is held by
companies or trustees, ensur-
ing all schools benefit from the
latest land tax review.

Better safety, quality, construction

* From pg 1

SRS LRT Sdn Bhd project
director Adil Putra Ahmad
said producing segments
in a controlled environment
improves safety, quality and
construction speed.

“With this method, we im-
prove worker safety and ac-
celerate construction. Pro-
ducing segments in a con-
trolled environment makes
the process safer and more
efficient,” he said.

The 38-acre yard is now

about 90 per cent ready,
complete with a dedicated
batching plant to ensure con-
tinuous concrete supply.

At peak capacity, the fa-
cility will produce up to 350
segments per month.

Adil explained that the
hollow reinforced concrete
segments are designed to
reduce weight while main-
taining strength, and that the
technology is widely used in
rail projects worldwide.

“This is proven technology

used globally, cast, transport
to site and launch,” he added.

Also present were State
Secretary Datuk Seri Zulkifli
Long and state Infrastruc-
ture, Transport and Digital
Committee chairman Zairil
Khir Johari.

The SBG casting yard sup-
ports the Civil Main Contrac-
tor 1 (CMC1) package award-
ed to SRS LRT Sdn Bhd, cov-
ering a 23.7-kilometre align-
ment from Silicon Island to
Komtar.

B
A

et

= e 3 ‘(‘ T e
drone shot of the 38-acre SBG casting yard

S W

in Kulim.




I \ VL

MBPP’s milestone.i:
with Al chatbot &

HE Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) created

history recently with the
launch of Malaysia’s first gen-
erative artificial intelligence (Al)
chatbot by a government agency.

This marks a key step in en-
hancing digital public services.

Mayor Datuk A. Rajendran
said the initiative was developed
to bring residents closer to local
council services while improving
the council’s efficiency in deliver-
ing urban management services
to locals and visitors.

The chatbot, he added, was
developed over two years, with
the team overcoming multiple
technical challenges to ensure a
stable and reliable system.

“Technology evolves very
rapidly, and the systems we
used earlier were not stable.
We tried several times to devel-
op a stable model, and finally,
based on the current version of
generative Al, we can provide
this service," he said.

Rajendran added that while
some private sector organisa
tions have adopted Al chatbots,
MBPP is ahead among govern-
ment agencies.

“I believe this is the first chat-
bot by a government agency in
Malaysia,” he said when met by
reporters after the launch of MB-
PP’s GenAl Chatbot, ChatMBPP,
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at Queensbay Mall.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow, who officiated the launch,
said the state’s high expecta-
tions of the chatbot were closely
linked to Penang’s position as a
leading economic powerhouse.

“Statistics as of January
2026 show that Penang re-
mains Malaysia's most vibrant
economic engine, contributing
44.2 per cent or RM65 billion
to the nation’s total exports.
We are economic champions,
but this title comes with great
responsibility.

“As a global giant in the Elec-
trical and Electronics (E&E) sec-
tor, we can no longer rely on tra-
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Chow (right) places his palm on the laun

ditional administrative methods.

“When our industries are
moving towards Industry 4.0
and using artificial intelligence
in factories, government service
delivery must be equally fast,
accurate and free from bureau-
cracy,” he said.

The launch of ChatMBPP,
Chow added, demonstrates
Penang’s ambition to be more
than a global hardware hub.

“We want to prove that Pen-
ang is not just the world’s hard-
ware assembly centre, but also
a leading software and Al innova-
tion hub in the region.

“If the world sees us as the

.

left) are Azman, Rajendran, H'ng, and Bigar.
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MBPP staff checking out the brochure, while one of them tries to
operate the chatbot using a handphone.

we handle public complaints and
business licensing must also be
world-class,” he said.
“ChatMBPP uses generative
Al technology to learn and re-
spond to public queries naturally,
becoming a key to the ‘Ease of
Doing Business’ we aspire to
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chpad to officiate the launch of ChatMBPP. With him (from

achieve,” Chow added.

Looking ahead, Chow said Al
integration would play a crucial
role in Penang’s physical devel-
opment, especially in the Silicon
Island project.

“Through this MBPP initiative,
we are laying the foundation for
a Penang Al City. We want a city
where data is used inclusively to
improve the quality of life for our
people.

“ChatMBPP is the public’s
gateway into this smart ecosys-
tem,” he said.

The public is able to use the
ChatMBPP via the hotline num-
ber, +60 4-263 7000.

Among those present at the
event were the state Local Gov-
ernment, Town and Country Plan-
ning Committee chairman Jason
H'ng Mooi Lye, Digital Ministry
secretarygeneral Fabian Bigar,
and Digital Nasional Berhad
chief executive officer Datuk
Azman Ismail.

THE Northern Corridor Eco-
nomic Region (NCER) has in-
troduced a pilot initiative called
Central Kitchen in the
Northeast District to
strengthen Penang’s
halal ecosystem.

The move is also ex-
pected to empower mi-
cro, small and medium
enterprises (MSMEs).

According to NCER
Penang branch execu-
tive Mohamad Zuhairi
Mat Isa (pix), the ini-
tiative is specifically designed
to uplift entrepreneurs from the
B40 group, particularly home-
based businesses that lack ac-
cess to proper facilities.

“We are targeting entrepre-
neurs who do not have a physi-
cal store or business premises.

“In the Northeast District,
rental costs are high, while home-

Central kitchen boost for halal economy

based operations of
ten face limitations
in space and equip-
ment.

“Through  this
pilot project, we
provide them with
access to a fully
equipped  Central
Kitchen, enabling
them to produce
their products ef-
ficiently and generate sustain-
able income,” he said during
an interview at Penang Times
Square recently.

Located at Penang Times
Square, the Central Kitchen pro-
gramme spans 18 months and
currently supports 40 MSME
entrepreneurs.

Throughout the programme,

Mohamad Zuhairi said partici-
pants undergo structured phases
beginning with foundational expo-
sure, including technical guidance
from industry experts, as well as
hands-on training in food prepara-
tion and production.

“Beyond manufacturing, en-
trepreneurs are also guided in
branding, marketing, and essen-
tial soft skills to help them scale
their businesses.

“Importantly, the initiative
places a strong emphasis on
helping participants obtain halal
certification, an essential step
in unlocking both local and inter-
national market opportunities.

“We want these products not
only to penetrate local markets
but also to reach international
destinations.

“At the end of the pro-
gramme, we will identify high-
potential entrepreneurs and
support them in expanding their
products overseas,” Mohamad
Zuhairi added.

Among the participants is
40yearold Muhammad Azri
Sobri, founder of the “Kupang”
brand, who produces a ready-to-
eat ayam percik paste using the
retort method.

“This paste is very simple to
use - just open, marinate with
chicken and bake. It's based
on a family recipe passed down
from my parents,” he said.

With a background as a hotel
chef, Azri has long aspired to com-
mercialise his heritage recipe.

Fellow participant Siti Hajar
Mohd Ishak, 48, is making

her mark with a frozen chicken
dumpling set, complete with
chilli oil and soup.

Her product has already
reached customers in Kuala Lum-
pur, and she is now in the process
of obtaining halal certification.

“The dumplings are easy to
prepare, you just reheat and
enjoy. | focus on quality rather
than quantity, aiming to main-
tain two or three core prod-
ucts,” she said.

Through initiatives like the
Central Kitchen, NCER is not only
equipping entrepreneurs with the
tools and knowledge needed to
succeed, but also opening doors
to broader markets and trans-
forming small, homegrown ideas
into scalable, competitive brands
within the global halal economy.
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Solar power for greener future
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ENANG took another
P significant step towards

a sustainable energy
future with the recent ground-
breaking of its fifth large-scale
solar (LSS5) programme in
Byram, Nibong Tebal.

Spanning 82 acres, the LSS5
project is a strategic collabora-
tion between Penang Develop-
ment Corporation (PDC), via its
subsidiary Solar Voltech Sdn
Bhd, and Solarvest.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Ye-
ow described the project as a
major milestone in the state’s
clean energy transition.

“With a capacity of 29.99
megawatt-peak (MWp) and an
investment value of RM103
million, LSS5 is expected to
deliver a substantial impact on
Penang’s evolving energy land-
scape.

“The primary objective of
this project is to accelerate the
adoption of clean energy while
strengthening the state’s en-

Nabilah

ergy security and sustainability,”
he said during the ceremony.

The availability of stable and
green energy, Chow added, re-
mains a key factor in reinforcing
Penang’s position as a global
hub for high-tech investments.

“The LSS5 development will
further enhance the state’s
growing renewable energy port-
folio, complementing existing
and planned initiatives such as
LSS4 in Central Seberang Perai,
solar installations at Penang
Hill, as well as upcoming float-
ing solar projects at Mengkuang
Dam and Teluk Bahang Dam,”
he said.

Also present at the event
were Deputy Chief Minister
Il Jagdeep Singh Deo, exco
members Jason H'ng Mooi
Lye (Local Government and
Town & Country Planning Com-
mittee chairman), Goh Choon
Aik (Trade and National Unity
Committee chairman), Zairil
Khir Johari (Infrastructure,
Transport and Digital Com-
mittee chairman), Datuk Seri
Sundarajoo Somu (Housing
and Environment Committee

(From left) Goh, H’'ng, Rashidi, Jagdeep, Chow, Aziz, Zairil, Sundarajoo and Baderul at the LSS5

groundbreaking ceremony.

chairman) and Datuk Rashidi
Zinol (Rural, Agrotechnology
& Food Security and Entrepre-
neurship Development Com-
mittee chairman), PDC chief
executive officer Datuk Aziz
Bakar and Seberang Perai City
Council (MBSP) mayor Datuk
Baderul Amin Abdul Hamid.
Chow emphasised that the
importance of such initiatives
has grown following the enforce-
ment of the Energy Efficiency

and Conservation Act (EECA),
which came into effect on Jan
1, 2025.

“The Act mandates large en-
ergy users in industrial and com-
mercial sectors to adopt stricter
energy-saving measures.

“LSS5 will serve as a key en-
abler in helping these sectors
achieve Malaysia’s more am-
bitious national energy-saving
target of up to 22% by 2040,”
he said.

Amid rising climate chal-
lenges, Chow stressed that
the transition to solar ener-
gy is crucial in reducing the
state’s carbon intensity.

“Once operational by July
2027, the project is expected
not only to supply clean en-
ergy but also to create skilled
job opportunities and en-
hance grid stability in Nibong
Tebal and its surrounding ar-
eas,” he said.
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Rumah Berkembar Dua Tingkat: RM995,000 - RM1,507,400 (44unit) | Rumah Sesebuah Dua Tingkat: RM1,350,000 (1unit)
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Teaching as
a vocation

=Story by Kevin Vimal
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OR Emmanuel Gerard
F Dorai, teaching was more

than a career—it was a
lifelong calling that shaped
his purpose and touched gen-
erations of students.

“Some people treat their
job like a light switch; you turn
it on when you go to work and
turn it off when you leave. But
a vocation stays with you,” he
reflected.

The 66-yearold retired
educator devoted over four
decades to the profes-
sion, touching countless
lives across rural and urban
schools before concluding his
career at St. Xavier's Institu-
tion (SXI) in 2020, ending a
15 year run there.

Born and bred in Penang, Em-
manuel’s educational roots mir-
ror his lifelong connection to La
Sallian and Xavierian values.

He began his schooling at SK
La Salle, continued at La Salle
for lower secondary, and com-
pleted his Form Four and Five at
St. Xavier’s Institution as part of
the 1977 batch.

It was during his early school
years, however, that the seed of

teaching was planted.

A kind yet firm Standard
One teacher at La Salle, Ooi
Saw Tin, left an indelible im-
pression on the young Em-
manuel through her patience,
discipline, and compassion.

“That memory never left
me,” he said during an exclu-
sive interview with Buletin Mu-
tiara at his residence in Island
Glades recently.

After his teacher training, his
first posting in 1982 took him
to Jengka, Pahang, a place that
tested resilience and strength-
ened character.

There was no electricity, no
piped water and nights were lit
by oil lamps.

“It was difficult, but it was life.
And we, the teachers, learned to
live it together,” he recalled.

It was in those early years
that Emmanuel discovered the
power of unity and community.

As the only non-Malay teach-
er in the school for two years, he
was embraced by settler fami-
lies (who were mostly Malays)
and treated as “orang kita”.

Education, for him, extended
beyond textbooks.

He coached hockey, building
a team from scratch.

Within three years, several
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of his students represented the
district and state, achievements
he credits to collective effort
rather than individual glory.

After brief stints in Bagan Se-
rai and Project INSPIRE at Uni-
versiti Sains Malaysia (USM),
Emmanuel returned to teaching
in Penang, serving at SK Min-
den Heights and SK Seri Permai
before pursuing his long-held
passion for literature.

At the age of 41, he enrolled
in USM’s English Language
and Literature Studies Degree
Programme, earning his degree
in 2005.

A year later, he returned to
St. Xavier's Institution, his al-
ma mater.

His classrooms were safe
spaces for questions, especially
the difficult ones.

One of his most memorable
lessons revolved around a sim-

ple yet powerful idea: colour-
blindness.

“If I cut my hand, what colour
is my blood?” he would ask his
students.

After playful guesses, he
would answer: “Green — the co-
lour of St. Xavier's.”

“To you, the boy beside you
is not Malay, Chinese or Indian.
He is your brother,” he would tell
them.

That philosophy left lasting im-
pressions.

Beyond academics, Em-
manuel devoted himself to co-
curricular life, serving as a band
teacher for a decade despite
openly admitting he could not
play a single musical note.

Outside school, his commit-
ment to service extended into
church and community work and
helping organise the charitable
“Ho Ciak” food fairs in support

of Mount Miriam Cancer Hospital
for a few years.

Today, Emmanuel prefers not
to call himself “retired”.

“I'm retreaded, like a retread-
ed tyre, still useful, still moving,
just in a different way,” he said
with a smile.

Though he no longer teaches
in classrooms, he continues to
mentor, motivate and maintain
bonds with former students, col
leagues and his own 1977 SXI|
classmates.

“Life does not stop when work
ends. It continues, and it deep-
ens,” he added.

For Emmanuel Gerard Dorai,
teaching was never about pro-
ducing students; it was about
shaping human beings. And
that lesson, quietly lived, contin-
ues well beyond the classroom
walls, “Touching Hearts, Chang-
ing Lives”.

Fresh new
look for SK
Wellesley

ONE of Penang’s oldest and
most storied institutions, SK
Wellesley in Jalan Sultan Ah-
mad Shah, has been given a
vibrant new lease on life fol-
lowing the completion of a
major repainting project.

The project was made possi-
ble by the Tanjong parliamentary
constituency office.

The refreshed look was offi-
cially unveiled during a brief cere-
mony held at the school recently.

The event was attended by
Women, Family and Community
Development Deputy Minister
Lim Hui Ying, who is also the
Tanjong MP.

Also present were Penang
Education Department director
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Mohamad Dziauddin Mat Saad,
Northeast District Education of-
ficer Baharuddin Hashim, SK
Wellesley headmaster Sarava-
nan Krishnan and the school’s
Parent-Teacher Association (Pl
BG) chairman Mohamed Rizwan
Abdul Ghafoor Khan.

RM 199,000.00

In his speech, Saravanan ex-
pressed deep appreciation for
the RM199,000 allocation from
Lim's office and described the
project as a meaningful transfor-
mation for the school.

“With its fresh coat of paint,
SK Wellesley now stands more

e B

vibrant and welcoming, admired
by the surrounding community.
“The contribution also came
at a meaningful time, comple-
menting our 100th anniversary
celebration last year. It reflects
YB Lim’s unwavering commit-
ment to education and the well-

being of our students,” he said.

Meanwhile, Lim congratulated
the school on reaching its historic
100year milestone last year, de-
scribing it as a proud testament
to enduring excellence.

“The centenary celebration
was not just a milestone, but a
recoghition of a legacy that has
shaped generations.

“It proves that with strong
commitment and close collabora-
tion between the school, parents,
community and alumni, we can
nurture capable and competitive
future leaders,” she said.

Following the ceremony, Lim
visited the nearby Northeast Dis-
trict Education Office, where she
officiated the opening of the mod-
ern Mutiara Gemilang meeting
room and a newly constructed
school management counter.

Her office allocated
RM220,000 for the construc-
tion of this modern meeting facil-
ity, along with RM22,000 for the
school management counter.
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N.09 BAGAN DALAM

N.01 PENAGA

ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

YB Dato’ Dr. Mohamad Abdul Hamid
mohdhamid@penang.gov.my

N.26 PADANG KOTA

YAB Chow Kon Yeow tT; 04-2260218
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 226 0218
N.37 BATU MAUNG

T) 04 - 626 1442
F) 04 - 626 1442

N.29 DATO’ KERAMAT
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 226 2464
F) 04-2618715

N.15 PADANG LALANG
YB Gooi Zi Sen

gooizisen@penang.gov.my

(T) 012 - 500 1571

N.16 PERAI
YB Dato’ Seri Sundarajoo A/L Somu

nlé.kadunperai@gmail.com

(T) 04 - 397 3600

N.19 JAWI
YB H'ng Mooi Lye
nl2dunjawi@gmail.com

T) 04-594 1163
F) 04 -594 3163

N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH
YB Rashidi Bin Zinol

n21sgachehpk@gmail.com

é'll;; 04 - 593 2408

N.22 TANJONG BUNGA
YB Zairil Khir Johari

tanjongbunga@bukitbendera.org

T) 04 - 818 3866
F) 04 - 262 5952

N.30 SUNGAI PINANG
YB Lim Siew Khim
limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 657 6630
F) 04 - 658 6630

YB Kumaran Krishnan @ Calvin {T; 04-313 1002 YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah U]
bagandalamn09@gmail.com [

N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
N.13 BERAPIT YB Bukhori Ghazali M
YB Heng Lee Lee {T; 017 - 813 3509
berapit@dappg.org F) 04 - 540 0006 N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
N.14 MACHANG BUBOK YB Mohd Sobri Salleh M
YB Lee Khai Loon T) 013 - 399 0519

i _ N.05 SUNGAI DUA

Kllee/8@gmail.com ]
kllee78@gmail.com E 04 - 551 1442 VB Muhammad Fauzi Yusoff M
N.17 BUKIT TENGAH
YB Gooi Hsiao-Leung T) 04 - 507 5001 I
gooihsiaoleung@penang.gov.my E 04 - 507 5001 $'B°ngqﬁiﬁﬁ;ER TAWAR M
N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
YB Fahmi Zainol Eg 04 - 262 0862 N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
fahmizainol@penang.gov.my YB Izhar Shah Arif Shah (T)
N.23 AIR PUTIH
YB Lim Guan En T) 04 - 829 0614 N.11 PERMATANG PASIR =~
B S earaai.com () YB Amir Hamzah Abdul Hashim m
N.24 KEBUN BUNGA N.12 PENANTI
YB Lee Boon Hen (T) 011 - 2773 6684 YB Zulkefli Bakar m
leeboonheng24@gmail.com

N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
N.25 PULAU TIKUS YB Abidin Ismail m
YB Woo Sze Zeng (H) 016 - 417 2548
joshuawoosz@gmail.com N.39 PULAU BETONG
yé2\ZVPEN(§KALA|:I KOTA 1) 04 999 9574 YB Mohamad Shukor Zakariah m

ong Yuee Harng -

pengkalankota@dappg.org {F{ N.40 TELOK BAHANG

YB Muhamad Kasim M

N.34 PAYA TERUBONG
YB Wong Hon Wai
wonghonwail973@gmail.com

&T:% 04 -826 1898

N.28 KOMTAR
YB Teh Lai Heng
komtar@dappg.org

T) 016 - 270 6808
F) 04 - 227 7068

N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN

N.31 BATU LANCANG
YB Ong Ah Teong
ongahteong@penang.gov.my

T) 04 - 280 4411
F) 04 - 280 4422

PENANG CARE SOCIETY

NAMA No Tel/ No Faks

SHo’rIine
T) 04-291 0123

DAP PENANG HQ

YB Datuk Seri Reezal Merican Naina
Merican

dsrmpusatkhidmat@gmail.com

YB Goh Choon Aik éT; 04 - 650 5386
gohchoonaik@penang.gov.my [
N.02 BERTAM

A

N.32 SERI DELIMA
YB Tan Hooi Peng

n32seridelima@gmail.com

{B 04 - 659 5611

ET 04 - 228 8482

dappenang@dapmalaysia.org 04 -228 8514
PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-397 0115

N.07 SUNGAI PUYU
YB Phee Syn Tze

n07sungaipuyu@gmail.com

m 04-3137987
) 012 - 248 5938

N.33 AIR ITAM
YB Joseph Ng Soon Siang
airitamdap@gmail.com

T) 016 - 421 9143
04 -829 9143

N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam

kumar.harapan35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Chee Yeeh Keen

cheeyeehkeen@gmail.com

{Il;; 018-388 6317

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Dato’ Azrul Mahathir Aziz
ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976

Pertandingan Melukis Poster - 2/202é 1

= B B RS

Berumur '3 tahun dan ke atas.
. Peraduan dibuka dari 1 April 2024 hingga 30 Jun 2026.

. Bebas menggunakan sebarang jenis bahan mewarna.

. Saiz kertas lukisan adalah A3 (29.7 cm x 42 cm).

. Lukisan grafik dan adaptasi menggunakan kemputer adalah tidak dibenarkan.
. Lukisan dan idea adalah hasil ciptaan sendiri.

. Karya perlu bertemakan “Sukan Gaya Hidup Sihat".

Diwajlbkan untuk sertakan logo Penang2030 dan Buletin Mutlara dalam karya.
8. Borang butiran peribadi peserta perlu ditampal di bahagian belakang karya

9. Penyerlaan ahli keluarga terdekat barisan penganjur adalah tidak sah.
10. Hasil karya adalah hak milik penganjur.
1. Sebarang pertanyaan, sila hubungi 04-6505704 f 5705.

12. Alamatkan semua borang penyertaan ke:
Pertandingan Melukis Poster - 2/2026,

Tingkat 47 KOMTAR, 10502 Pulau Pinang.

Tarikh peraduan:

| —

Hadiah:

Pertama: RM700
Kedua: RM500
Ketiga: RM300

..

Nama:

Kad Pengenalan:

Alamat:

No. Telefon :

(Pastikan semua butiran diisi dengan lengkap).

1 April - 30 Jun 2026

{R“mam

(Bimbit)
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SENARAI NAMA AHLIMAJLIS SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWNARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MBSP 2026
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MBSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
ﬁgm%d Rizal Abd. 019 - 464 6696 1. Yeap Choon Keong Seberang Perai Penyelia 013 - 449 0366
Utara Bahagian
Anuar Yussoff 016 -461 6390 Kewarganegaraan
2. K. Velan Seberang Perai 018 -394 4537
Chang Kim Joo 016 - 436 9268 (Pegawai Pembantu) Selatan . )
Pejabat Bahagian
Chong Wei Hoong 012 - 484 9693 3. Joseph Tan Seberang Perai Kewa;garfgaiza%glﬁ?:;{nang, 012 - 470 3880
(Pegawai Pembantu) Tengah ingkat 44,
Ratuk Mohd Noor 019 -4731172 4. | K. Dasirani Timur Laut N. Vasanthakumari 012 - 412 2375
(Pegawai Pembantu) (Pembantu Tadbir)
- 04 - 650 5105
SD(;:;LUK Mohd Zaidi Hali 019 - 431 3333 5. Alice Ay Yap See Barat Daya 011-5313 6188
(Pegawai Pembantu)
Hasrul Husin 010-379 7729
Nota:

Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.

SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

MBPP 2026

Nama

Telefon

Heng Yeh Shiuan 016 - 261 2460
Lim Chee Chien 012 - 521 9894
Lim Eng Nam 016 - 411 4400

MBPP

04 - 259 2020

Alan Lim Wei Lun

017 - 343 3995

Linda Ng Kerh Wei

011-11448393

Chan Soon Aun

012 - 4850728

Dato’ Haji Abdul Razak Abdul 012 - 464 6277
Rahman
David Chen Wooi Teong 012-492 1114

Linggeswaran a/l 013 - 419 9071
Charmar
Muhamad Suzuki 011-1119 4419

Ahmad

Deenadayalan a/l Kandiah

019 - 473 9895

Ngoh Cheng Hai

017 -979 0933

Dr. Mohd Suhairi Arumugam
Abdullah

016 - 521 3369

Foo Yu Keong 012 - 455 0074
Haji Mohamed Yusoff 019-4138114
Mohamed Noor

Koay Gaik Kee 016 - 447 5088

Lee Seng Hwai

016 - 440 6798

Lee Wei Seang

012 - 452 8305

Manimaran a/l Samba Sivam

016 - 438 3437

Mohamad Khairani Abdul
Shukor

019 - 594 4533

Ooi Yong Wooi 016 -421 1196
Ponnudurai a/I 012 - 423 3578
V Anthony Srinvasagam

Predeeb Kumar a/l 016 - 498 5421
Kalidass

Tan Chee Teong 012-4017718
Teh Chuann Yien 010 - 441 7749

Mohd Aidil Fitri lbrahim

019 - 443 2088

Muhammad Khairul Mohd Ali

012 - 542 0520

Yeoh Kim Kim

012 - 428 6438

Muhamad Nayim Othuman
Mydin

017 - 465 4947

Muhammad Adzlan Adzhar

017 - 3350030

Ooi Mei Mei 011 - 1443 8734
Rohaizat Hamid 019 -5100075
Tan May Peng 016 - 461 3511

Tan Soo Siang

012-4752453

Yoganragj Thever a/l 012 - 444 5675
Kathiravelu

Zainuddin Mohamed 012 - 479 4200
Zulkifli Md. Yusop 016 - 432 0789
Zulkiply Ishak 013 - 431 6161

Theng Jie Wey 016-4187108
Visvenathan a/l Tangavello 019 -488 1010
Zuraida Mohamad Arshad 019 - 464 3674
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ITTING in a wheelchair,
S64year—old Tumin beamed

as he met for the first time
the two men who helped save
his life after he suffered a car-
diac arrest.

The Indonesian tourist warm-
ly shook hands with Koay Hean
Wei and hawker Ong Cheong
Pin, who used an automated ex-
ternal defibrillator (AED) to revive
him at Lebuh Cecil Market last
Dec 2, before he was rushed by
ambulance to hospital.

The reunion meeting took
place during a recent press con-
ference by state Youth, Sports
and Health Committee chairman
Daniel Gooi Zi Sen at Komtar.

The event also served as an
AED donation ceremony held un-
der the global “Heroes for Life”
initiative to honour the rescuers
from Lebuh Cecil Market.

On the day of the incident, Tu-
min was at the market for break-
fast with his wife, Erna Lisa, 52,
and their son, Windy Wijaya, 25.

The family had flown in from
Medan for a medical appoint-
ment to check on his pacemaker.

“I'm overjoyed to meet them,
and | want to say a ‘big’ thank you
to them for saving my life,” said
Tumin, his eyes welling with tears.

A third individual, presumably
a doctor, who first performed car-
diopulmonary resuscitation (CPR)

on Tumin, has yet to be identified.

Koay, managing director of
H2H Medicare Group, stepped
forward to assist using an AED
that was quickly brought by Ong,
a koay teow th'ng seller who
knew exactly where it was locat-
ed in the market.

The AED was installed by
the Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) at Lebuh Cecil Market
two years ago, and according to
Shenny Tan, director of Asia Pa-
cific Operations at ZOLL Medical
Malaysia, this was the third time
it had been activated.

For every successful public
rescue using a ZOLL AED, Tan
said the organisation is com-
mitted to giving back through its
“Heroes for Life” initiative by do-
nating an AED to the community.

“This reflects our belief that
greater access leads to more
rescues, and more rescues nur-
ture more heroes,” she said.

In accordance with the wishes
of Tumin and his rescuers, ZOLL,
represented by Tan, donated an
AED unit to St John Ambulance
Malaysia (Penang), represented
by its state commander Datuk

Hugs as card
victim meets

Tumin (in wheelchair) with his rescuers, Koay (left) and Ong
(right), alongside his wife, Erna Lisa, and son, Windy Wijaya, at the

AED handover ceremony.

Seri Dr Yee Thiam Sun, in a cer-
emony witnessed by Gooi.

Gooi commended Koay and
Ong for their actions, describing
them as ordinary individuals ris-
ing to extraordinary occasions.

“Today, we honour not only
the survivor, who stands before
us as a testament to resilience
and recovery, but also the ev-

eryday heroes among us, indi-
viduals who chose to act when it
mattered most,” Gooi said.

He added that the AED hando-
ver ceremony was not merely
symbolic, but represented pre-
paredness, awareness and em-
powerment, underscoring the
importance of making lifesaving
equipment accessible not only

1ac arrest
rescuers

within hospitals, but also in the
community.

Penang, he said, will instal
more AEDs this year, with MB-
PP planning to place 71 units
in public spaces, while the Se-
berang Perai City Council (MB-
SP) is also in the process of
procuring the devices.

Gooi also encouraged more
people to learn CPR and to fa-
miliarise themselves with the
use of AEDs.

“You never know when you
may be in a position to save a
life,” he said.

In a similar incident last Au-
gust, a badminton player in Pa-
ya Terubong was saved by the
quick actions of his friends, who
administered CPR, along with
the availability of an AED and
timely medical intervention at
Island Hospital.

Also present at the AED
handover  ceremony  were
Hashim Johan, who represent-
ed MBPP mayor Datuk A. Ra-
jendran, Penang St John deputy
state commander Karen Lim
and Safetyware Group chief ex-
ecutive officer Wong Kee Wei.

THE new direct flight between
Qingdao and Penang is set
to enhance connectivity with
China, says state Tourism and
Creative Economy Committee
chairman Wong Hon Wai.

“With this direct route, travel
time is now reduced to about
six hours, saving at least four
hours,” he said at a media con-
ference after welcoming the ar-
rival of the flight at Penang In-
ternational Airport (PIA) in Bayan
Lepas recently.

Wong travelled to Qingdao re-
cently to attend the launch and
cooperation matchmaking event
and noted that the journey via
Guangzhou took over 10 hours
due to the lack of a direct flight.

Wong said both governments
and industry players had made
extensive preparations to en-
sure the successful launch,
while tourism stakeholders from
Penang and Qingdao had also
signed cooperation agreements
to deepen collaboration and cre-
ate mutual benefits.

He noted that Qingdao is
now the northernmost Chinese
city with a direct connection to

Direct Qingdao flight strengthens Northeast AS|a link

Penang, and the first such link
between Penang and Shandong
province.

“This route allows Penang to
tap into a wider network, as Qin-
gdao serves as a hub connect-
ing to major cities in Northeast
China like Harbin, Changchun
and Dalian,” he said.

Wong noted that Qingdao
Airlines also operates flights to
other Asian destinations includ-
ing Seoul, Jeju and Daegu in
South Korea, as well as Osaka
and Nagoya in Japan.

“This opens up opportunities
for travellers to fly to Qingdao
and connect onwards to South
Korea and Japan, while also
attracting visitors from these
countries to Penang,” he added.

He said the route strength-
ens Penang’s linkage not only
with Shandong and Northeast
China, but also enhances its po-
sition within the broader North-
east Asian market.

“With this, we are effectively
connecting Northeast Asia with

Wong handing out souvenirs to the passengers on the maugural Qingdao A|rI|nes flight.

Southeast Asia and creating more
opportunities for tourism, trade
and cultural exchanges,” he said.

Qingdao is the seventh Chi-
nese city with scheduled direct
flights to Penang, joining Xiamen,
Shenzhen, Guangzhou, Hong
Kong, Shanghai and Chengdu.

Efforts are ongoing to ex-
pand connectivity further, with
potential routes to cities like
Kunming, Xi'an and Haikou be-
ing explored, Wong added.

He said the growing number
of routes reflects a stronger
and more structured air con-

nectivity network between Pen-
ang and China.

Operated by Qingdao Air-
lines using an Airbus A320neo
aircraft with a capacity of 185
seats, the service runs three
times weekly on Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Saturdays, en-
hancing travel convenience be-
tween China and Malaysia.

Qingdao Airlines Marketing
Committee director Li Yuchuan
said the launch reflects strong
cooperation between both sides
and marks a key step in enhanc-
ing regional connectivity.

“The service will facilitate
tourism flows, business ex-
changes and cultural ties, with
the airline committed to main-
taining safe operations and high
service standards,” he added.

Among those present were as-
semblymen Joseph Ng (Air ltam),
Heng Lee Lee (Berapit), and Wong
Yuee Harng (Pengkalan Kota), Pen-
ang Global Tourism (PGT) chief ex
ecutive officer Ooi Chok Yan, Chief
Minister Incorporated (CMI) gener-
al manager Datin S. Bharathi, and
Tourism Malaysia deputy director-
general Samuel Lee.
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=Pix by Siew Chia En

P ENANG reached an-
other milestone in its
green agenda with the
recent launch of the Penang
Green Hotel Excellence Pro-
gramme.

Organised by Penang Green
Council (PGC), it is an initiative
aimed at guiding hotels in re-
ducing their environmental foot-
print, improving operational ef-
ficiency and enhancing guests’
experience.

PGC chief executive officer
Josephine Tan said while the
programme is meant to recog-
nise industry players in the rel-
evant sector, its broader objec-
tive is also to ensure continued
sustainability and to serve as a
guide in assisting the state in its
green efforts.

“As of now, we have had a
total of 17 hotels that have reg-
istered to participate in this pro-
gramme, a positive sign of inter-
est as every small thing starts
small, somewhere.

“Our target for this year is
40 hotels, and we are optimis-
tic that Penang hoteliers will be
encouraged by the plan we have
under this programme. With
their support, we are sure to
move forward positively towards
achieving our goal of a sustain-
able state with a clear and re-
alistic green agenda,” she said
during the official launch.

For interested hotels, the
Penang Green Hotel Assess-
ment is now open for registra-
tion until June.

Audits will be conducted, with
audit results expected within
one month after the site visit.

Audit and application fees
range from RM1,000 to
RM2,500, depending on the
total number of hotel rooms,
with further details available on
PGC'’s official website.

It was also learned that

THE Penang Green Hotel Excel-
lence Programme will play a cru-
cial role in elevating the state’s
tourism landscape, says Tour-
ism and Creative Economy Com-
mittee chairman Wong Hon Wai.

Commending the initiative by
Penang Green Council, he said
it marks a major step forward
for the tourism industry.

“This state-driven recoghition
scheme is designed to elevate
the hospitality industry’s sustain-
ability journey and position Pen-
ang as a leader in responsible
tourism,” he said at the launch
of the programme recently.

MAY 1-15, 2026
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Uplifting green efforts

itality sector

(Seated, from left) Penang Island City Council mayor Datuk A. Rajendran, Hon Wai, Sundarajoo, Tan and Yuee Harng in a group photo
with key industry players at the event.

each participating hotel is ex-
pected to enjoy several ben-
efits, namely the publication
of their hotel name on PGC’s
website, and the state’s tour-
ism platforms, the right to
use the Penang Green Ho-
tel logo for official and pro-
motional purposes, as well
as the Penang Green Hotel
wall plaque, participation in
awards presentation ceremo-
nies, and lastly, participation
in the Penang Green Badge
Partners Project.

Participating hotels need
to be ranked 3-star and above
to be eligible to join this pro-
gramme.

Meanwhile, state Housing
and Environment Committee
chairman Datuk Seri Sundara-
joo Somu applauded PGC for
introducing such an initiative,
calling it a timely effort in view
of the state’s pursuit of poten-
tially becoming the first state
in Malaysia to go 100% with

Green hotel

“This programme is also a
practical tool for business effi-
ciency. By reducing energy and
water consumption, hotels can
directly protect their bottom line
against rising utility costs.

“At the same time, Environ-
mental, Social and Governance
(ESG) compliance has now be-
come a mandatory requirement
to attract premium global MICE
events to our shores,” he said.

To support this transition,

no use of single-use plastic.

“This year's Merdeka Day will
see the last day for the use of
single-use plastic in Penang, as
from Sept 1 the no single-use
plastic programme will be en
forced across the state.

“We are in the education
phase now, where for the past
two years or more, the public
has constantly been reminded
of this direction of no single-use
plastic mindset, prompting them
to be prepared with recycled
bags or containers, especially
when they visit shopping malls
or hypermarkets.

“The transition is positive
because if not all, most people
are practising placing recycled
bags in their cars, which di-
rectly shows their awareness
and preparedness of adapting
to life without single-use plas-
tics,” Sundarajoo said in his
speech earlier.

The exco man, who is also
PGC'’s vice-chairman, said PGC,

in collaboration with the Pen-
ang Island City Council (MBPP)
and Seberang Perai City Council
(MBSP), has vowed to roll out
100,000 recycled bags to the
public as part of the state gov-
ermment’s efforts to encourage
the going green agenda among
Penangites.

Some 45,000 bags have
been distributed so far, with
Sundarajoo citing a recent event
where a big chunk of bags were
handed out at the Chowrasta
Market in George Town.

Meanwhile, Tan, in a related
development, highlighted an ad-
ditional initiative focused on re-
ducing plastic waste.

She explained that many peo-
ple often accumulate reusable
bags from forums, conferences,
and other events, which some-
times end up unused.

To address this, PGC has in-
troduced a programme called
“Re-Bag Stations”.

“If you have excessive reusable

bags, feel free to donate them.

“These Re-Bag Stations are
designed so that if someone
forgets to bring their own bag
while doing groceries, they do
not have to buy a new one. They
can simply take a free bag from
the station,” she said.

According to her, the initia-
tive has already been rolled out
at three locations, namely Gur-
ney Plaza, Design Village Outlet
Mall, and Gama Hypermarket,
with Queensbay Mall set to join
soon.

“This is a very new initiative
by PGC. We hope it will encour-
age the public to donate extra
reusable bags to the Re-Bag
Stations, and for those who
need them, feel free to take
and reuse them,” she added.

State Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee chair-
man Wong Hon Wai and Peng-
kalan Kota assemblyman
Wong Yuee Harng were also
present at the event.

programme’s pivotal role in tourism

Wong said the state, through
his office, has developed a
One-Stop Platform for hotels to
conduct gap analysis, create
action plans and earn official
recognition.

“l encourage all Penang
hoteliers to become early
adopters through three simple
steps: first, complete a Quick
GREEN CheckIn to find your
current status on the PGC
website; second, discover the

This programme
IS also a
practical tool
for business
efficiency
— WONG

programme requirements; and
third, apply via our official self-
assessment portal.

“The  state  government
stands firmly behind you. Recog-
nised green hotels will receive
priority in Penang Global Tour-
ism’s international marketing
and roadshows.

“Let us work together to en-
sure Penang remains the sus-
tainable tourism leader in the
region,” he added.
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ENANG is targeting
P 60 gold medals at Suk-

ma 2026, with State
Sports Council director Harry
Chai Heng Hua urging ath-
letes and coaches to rise to
the challenge.

Speaking at a Hari Raya Ai-
dilfitri celebration at the Caring
Society Complex recently, Chai
reminded Team Penang that the
journey ahead will not be easy.

Reflecting on the last Sukma
in Sarawak, where Penang ex-
ceeded its 40gold target by

winning 41 golds alongside (

45 silvers and 43 bronzes,
Chai said the new goal rep-
resents more than ambition
- it is a serious pledge to el-
evate performance.

“Bagging 60 gold medals
is not a dream or a

get, a commitment
and a statement,”
he said, urging athletes to em-
brace sacrifices like early morn-
ings, late nights, discipline, and
perseverance through pain.
“Moments of doubt may
creep in, but let me remind
you — greatness never comes
from comfort zones. You are the
heartbeat of this mission. Every
drop of sweat in training, every
second you push beyond your
limits, brings Penang closer to
glory. When you step onto that

[y

Z
wish — it is a tar SUKMA XX

SELANGOR 2026

Gooi (standing, front row, fourth from right), Chai (standing, front row, fifth from right) and Air ltam
assemblyman Joseph Ng (standing, front row, sixth from right), with state sports officials and
athletes in high spirits at the Hari Raya celebration.

field, court, track, or arena,
you carry not just your
name — you carry the
pride of an entire state.”
Describing coaches as
the architects of champi-
ons, he added: “Behind ew-
ery gold medal is
your unseen dedi-
cation.  Champi-
ons are not defined
by talent alone — they are
defined by discipline, resilience
and an unbreakable spirit. Let’'s
make history.”

Chai also acknowledged the
role of administrators and stake-
holders, whose planning, invest-
ment and unwavering support
create an environment where
excellence can thrive.

He believes the 60-gold tar-
get is achievable through collec-
tive effort.

While Team Penang will go to
Selangor not just to compete but
to win, Chai called on Penangites
to stand behind the team and
support it throughout the journey.

Sukma 2026 will be held
from Aug 15 to 24.

State Youth, Sports and
Health Committee chairman
Daniel Gooi Zi Sen said the
state government remains com-
mitted to supporting all sports
associations through incentives
based on management and ad-
ministrative performance.

Besides celebrating Hari Raya
Aidilfitri, the event also featured
the presentation of incentives
under the Sports Management
& Administration Assistance
Scheme (SBPP) 2025, the
awarding of Exemplary Coach
Certificates 2025, and the first
Council Members’ Meeting of

the Penang State Sports Coun-
cil for 2026.

Gooi, who presented the in-
centives and certificates, said
the SBPP, introduced in 2021,
is aimed at strengthening state
sports associations to operate
systematically,  professionally
and competitively.

A total of 52 coaches from
37 sports received certificates.

“We are recognising coaches
who have demonstrated out-
standing performance, dedica
tion, and commitment in train-
ing state athletes. The role of
coaches is crucial — achieve-
ments in the arena depend not
only on athletes’ talents but
also on the guidance, discipline,
and strategies instilled by their
coaches. We hope this recog-
nition motivates all coaches to
continue producing high-quality

THE RECIPIENTS:

CATEGORY A - athletics,
chess, rowing, table tennis,
hockey, silambam, basketball,
cricket, muaythai, wushuion
and dragon dance.

CATEGORY B - gymnastics,

swimming, tenpin bowling,

badminton, cycling, netball,
silat, woodball, boxing.

CATEGORY C - football,
pickleball, squash, stacking,
Masters’ athletics,
taekwondo, kabaddi, sepak
takraw, e-sports, archery,
softball, volleyball, weight-
lifting, bodybuilding, floorball.

athletes,” he said.

Sports associations, Gooi
added, were evaluated by a pan-
el of assessors led by Malay-
sian Sports Commissioner Arri-
fin Mohd Ghani, with incentives
of RM20,000 for Category A,
RM10,000 for B, and RM5,000
for Category C associations.

Taiwan award for Penang scout leaders

TWO Penang scout leaders
have brought pride to the
state after being awarded the
International Friendship Med-
al by the Scouts of Taiwan.

The recipients, Chew Kok
Rui, Assistant State Commis-
sioner (Corporate Communica-
tions & Media), and Lau Wei
Seng, Honorary Major and Bukit
Mertajam District Scout Council
chairman, are involved in the
Penang branch of Persekutuan
Pengakap Malaysia (Scouts As-
sociation of Malaysia).

They were honoured for their
dedication in promoting unity,
service and cross-border coop-
eration within the Asia-Pacific
scouting community.

The award ceremony was
held in Hsinchu and officiated
by Kao Hung-an, president of

the Hsinchu Scout Association.

The honour underscores the
recipients’ significant contribu-
tions to strengthening bilateral
ties, advancing international
exchange programmes, and
fostering deeper cultural under-
standing between Malaysia and
Taiwan’s scouting communities.

In his acceptance speech,
Chew conveyed his heartfelt ap-
preciation for the recognition.

“I am deeply grateful to the
Scouts of Taiwan and the Hsin-
chu Scout Association for the
trust and honour bestowed up-
on us. This recognition serves
as a strong motivation for us
to continue building meaningful
connections through scouting,”
he said.

He added that the collabora-
tion between both parties is ex-

pected to grow further through
initiatives like youth leadership
training programmes, interna-
tional camps, environmental
conservation efforts, and com-
munity service projects.

“We are confident that
this friendship will continue
to flourish, creating more op-
portunities for our youths to
engage, learn, and lead on a
global stage,” he said.

Also present at the ceremony
were Scouts of Taiwan secre-
tary-general Yang Yong-Chin,
Hsinchu City Education Depart-
ment director Lin Li-Sheng, Hsin-
chu Scout Association board
member Cheng Cheng-Chien,
and the Sun Fun Scout Group,
Hsinchu Chief Scout Leader
Chiu Yi-Ching.

The recognition marks yet

Chew (left) and Lau (right) posing with their awards with Kao.

another milestone for Pen-
ang’s scouting fraternity, re-
flecting its continued commit-

ment to nurturing leadership,
unity, and global camaraderie
among youths.
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