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Handover of iconic Tapak Pesta signals

ositive LRT Mutiara Line progress
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=Pix by Law Suun Ting

HE development of the Penang
LRT Mutiara Line project is mov-

ing ahead with another milestone
achieved recently.

The project took a major step for- |

ward with the handover of the Sungai
Nibong Festival Site (Tapak Pesta Pu-
lau Pinang) by the Penang government
to the Malaysia Rapid Transit Corp
Sdn Bhd (MRT Corp).

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow and
Transport Minister Anthony Loke Siew
Fook witnessed the iconic handover
between state Financial Officer Datuk
Zairi Mat Ali and MRT Corp chief exec-
utive officer Datuk Mohd Zarif Hashim
at the site on April 10.

Chow, in his speech, said the site
handover will be completed in phas-
es, starting with the Civil Main Con-
tract 1 (CMC 1), followed by CMC 3,
and carried out concurrently with the
overall project planning.

“CMC 1 involves some 2.9 acres,
while CMC 3 covers around seven
acres. The overall LRT development
at the site is said to include 9.9 acres
out of the total 20.1 acres of land at
the festival site.

“The Sungai Nibong Festival Site ar-
ea will be developed as part of an Inte-
grated Transport Hub, which includes
the construction of an LRT station and
depot to support the overall operations
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Chow and Loke posing inside an LRT model on display during the event.

of the Mutiara Line,” Chow said.

eral government, and valued between

Meanwhile, he reiterated that the RM16 billion and RM17 billion, will

project, which is funded by the fed-

transform and improve the efficiency

and quality of the public transport sys-
tem in the state.

In a related development, through
the Letter of Agreement that has been
formalised, MRT Corp has agreed to
comply with the prescribed methods
for carrying out asset demolition
works in a structured and transparent
manner.

Chow said the agreed measures
include the systematic management
of residual value through the segre-
gation of valuable materials such as
iron and steel, as well as a transpar-
ent joint valuation process involving
the Public Works Department (JKR),
the Valuation and Property Services
Department (JPPH) and MRT Corp.

“Asset disposal will only be carried
out after written approval is obtained,
with the recovered value to be final-
ised and returned to the state govern-
ment,” he said.

Meanwhile, Loke, in his speech,
said the land handover marks a major
milestone for the LRT project, noting
it has evolved from an island-focused
alignment ending at Komtar to a wider
network.

“When the project was refined and
taken over by the federal government,
it became clear that the alignment
needed to be extended to connect the
island with Butterworth and benefit a
wider catchment area of passengers,”
he said.

* Turn to pg 2
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CSI University and
u ViTrox Corporation

Berhad formalised a
Memorandum of Agreement
(MoA) recently to empower
future engineers by deliver-
ing UCSI’'s mechatronics en-
gineering degree at ViTrox’s
industrial campus.

The MoA signing ceremony,
held at ViTrox’s headquarters
in Batu Kawan, was attended
by Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow, who said the partnership
supports Malaysia’s National
Semiconductor Strategy (NSS),
which aims to train 60,000 en-
gineers by 2030.

Chow also highlighted the
potential for Batu Kawan to
host a full-fledged technology
university, subject to approval
by the Penang Development
Corporation (PDC).

“Should this materialise, it
would enable ViTrox and its part-
ners to establish a comprehen-
sive technology university in Pen-
ang, which is an exciting pros-
pect that will further strengthen

our talent pipeline and innova-
tion ecosystem,” he said.

The creation of a new engi-
neering talent pipeline in Pen-
ang, Chow added, is significant
as it represents a partnership
between two  “homegrown
champions”.

“Today’s MoA is more than a
collaboration — it is a strategic
investment in talent and the fu-
ture of our economy,” he said.

He noted that Batu Kawan
has undergone a remarkable
transformation from a develop-
ment corridor into a dynamic
hub of hightech innovation,
supported by a strong indus-
trial base and a growing talent
ecosystem.

“This progress is no coinci-
dence; it is the result of long-
term planning, strong partner-
ships, and a clear focus on
value creation,” he added.

Chow said Malaysia is at
a critical inflexion point, par-
ticularly with the rollout of the
NSS, which aims to move the
country beyond assembly and
testing into higher-value activi-
ties, such as integrated circuit

Chu gesturing while he briefs Chow on the company's operations. Also present are H'ng (back row,
left), Goh (second from right) and Siti Hamisah (right).

design, advanced packaging,
wafer fabrication and research
and development.

He added that as Malaysia’s
leading electrical and electron-
ics (E&E) hub, Penang must con-
tinue evolving beyond manufac-
turing excellence by strengthen-
ing capabilities in design, inno-
vation, and intellectual property
creation to ensure longterm
competitiveness.

He added that the state
government is actively build-
ing a stronger and more inclu-
sive talent ecosystem through
initiatives like the Penang
Chip Design Academy, the
Shared IC Design Lab, the
GBS Industry Academy 2.0,
the Al for Manufacturing Pro-
gramme and the Al Sandbox
for Industries.

“However, the government
can only do so much. Ultimately,

success depends on strong col-
laboration between universities
and industry.

“While the government
plays the role of an enabler,
the real challenge lies in bring-
ing academia and industry
together to drive this shared
agenda forward,” he said.

Meanwhile, ViTrox president
and group chief executive offi-
cer Datuk Chu Jenn Weng ex-
pressed gratitude to the state
government for its unwavering
support.

“We are committed to trans-
forming Batu Kawan into a
vibrant, world-class hub for
education and innovation. We
aim to host more than 5,000
students and produce 2,000
industry-ready graduates.

“We look forward to working
closely with the state in the fu-
ture,” he said.

Chu added that the ViTrox In-
novation Lab reflects the compa-
ny’'s commitment to work-based
learning through a mentor mod-
el, where each student is guided
by an academic mentor.

ViTrox College principal Dr
Janaka Low expressed appre-
ciation for the opportunity to col-
laborate with UCSI University.

UCSI University vice-chancel-
lor Datuk Dr Siti Hamisah Tapsir
also lauded the significance of
the collaboration.

Among the attendees were
state Local Government, Town
and Country Planning Com-
mittee chairman H'ng Mooi
Lye, state Trade and National
Unity Committee chairman Goh
Choon Aik, state Infrastructure,
Transport and Digital Commit-
tee chairman Zairil Khir Johari
and Pulau Tikus assemblyman
Joshua Woo.

Extension to

* From pg 1

He also stressed that the
extension to Penang Sen-
tral was a strategic move to
strengthen connectivity and
reduce congestion.

“It is therefore essential that
the LRT system operates effi-
ciently and consistently along
the entire route, making the
construction of an additional
depot a crucial requirement,”
Loke added.

He highlighted strong federal-
state cooperation and confirmed
that land acquisition is progress-
ing in stages, with physical
works already visible.

“Pier construction has already
started at several locations, and

more than 16,000 public feed-
back responses have been re-
ceived, with 99% supporting the
alignment extension,” he added.

Loke said visible construction
would boost confidence among
the public and investors.

“By 2031, the Mutiara Line
is expected to begin operations,
benefiting public transport and
the well-being of Penangites.”

He added that the project
carries national significance, as
Klang Valley is currently the only
area with a full LRT network.

Also present were Transport
Ministry secretary-general Datuk
Seri Jana Santhiran Muniayan,
state Infrastructure, Transport
and Digjtal Committee chairman

mainland a strateglc move

(Front row, from left) Mohd Zarif and Zairi in a handover ceremony at the Pesta site as (second row,
from left) Jana, Loke, Chow, Zairil and Wong look on.

Zairil Khir Johari, state Tourism
and Creative Economy Commit-
tee chairman Wong Hon Wai,
state Youth, Sports and Health

Committee chairman Daniel
Gooi Zi Sen, state Social De-

velopment, Welfare and Non-

Islamic Religious Affairs Com-

mittee chairman Lim Siew Khim
and state Trade and National
Unity Committee chairman Goh
Choon Aik.
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HE Penang government
Thas increased the number

of boat suppliers from one
to three fabricators to expedite
assistance under the Social Im-
pact Management Plan (SIMP).

This is being done in collabo-
ration with the Silicon Island
project developer, Silicon Island
Development Sdn Bhd (SIDSB).

The measure was taken fol-
lowing suggestions from the
fishermen, demonstrating the
state government’'s attentive-
ness to the needs and concerns
of the local community.

Penang Infrastructure Corpo-
ration Sdn Bhd chief executive
officer Datuk Seri Farizan Darus
said the state government aims
to complete the provision of new
boats and engines to all eligible
Phase 1 boat owners by the sec-
ond half of 2027 .

“To date, a total of 148
fishermen, or 50 per cent of
the 294 active boat owners,

have received the assistance,
involving an allocation of
RM13.32mil,” he said during
the recent Jalinan Aidilfitri Ber-
sama Komuniti Nelayan pro-
gramme organised by SIDSB.

It was attended by more than
200 fishermen and their fami-
lies from the Permatang Tepi
Laut area.

In his speech, Farizan also up-
dated on proactive efforts that
began on March 6 to address
navigation and siltation issues in
the Permatang Damar Laut area.

“Dredging works to deepen
the channel are indeed a re-
quirement under the Environ-
mental Impact Assessment
(EIA) approval.

“However, under the original
plan, our commitment to pro-
vide this navigation channel
was only after the island proj-
ect is fully completed, which
was initially expected around
2030 for Phase 1.

“Nevertheless, after hearing
the concerns and noting that the
siltation has caused difficulties

Mohamad (third from the right) sharmg a Ilght moment with fishermen who recelved replica keys for
boats and engines.

for access to the sea, making it
an urgent need for fishermen in
the Permatang Tepi Laut Unit,
we have decided to prioritise and
commence these works ahead of
the original schedule,” he said.

Farizan also sought the com-
munity’s understanding regard-
ing technical constraints, as
dredging operations are highly
dependent on tidal schedules
due to limitations on the size of
machinery vessels that can be
deployed.

“Despite these constraints, |,
on behalf of the Penang govern-
ment, give assurance of our con-
tinued commitment to prioritising
these works to ensure smooth
passage for fishermen’s boats
so they can head out to sea more
easily and efficiently,” he said.

As an additional proactive
measure, Deputy Chief Minister
| and chairman of the Fishermen
Taskforce Committee Datuk Dr
Mohamad Abdul Hamid said the
contractor is also working with
the Persatuan Komuniti Per-
matang Damar Laut to carry out
manual cleaning three times a
week while awaiting the comple-
tion of a permanent solution.

He emphasised that the state
government’s development phi-
losophy is anchored on the prin-
ciple of “Inclusive Development”
through Silicon Island, which is
expected to generate 220,000
direct and indirect job opportuni-
ties across various high-technol-
ogy sectors.

He also urged fishermen to
prioritise their children’s edu-

cational excellence to become
the state’s future workforce, ca-
pable of competing in the mod-
ern world while staying rooted in
their heritage.

The event also witnessed the
symbolic handover of replica
keys for new boats and engines
to 20 fishermen under the SIMP
scheme.

Also present at the event
were Southwest district offi-
cer Datuk Rosli Halim, SIDSB
strategic communications and
stakeholder management di-
rector Azmi Mohamad, Syarikat
Perniagaan Monza Sdn Bhd proj-
ect director Wan Mohd Izzyddin
Wan Ibrahim and representa-
tives from LKIM Penang and the
Southern Penang Fishermen’s
Association (PNKPPS).

LONG-standing local enterpris-
es remain a vital pillar of Pen-
ang’s identity and economic
resilience, Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow says.

Speaking at the launch of the
book “Heritage Brands of Pen-
ang” recently, Chow said the
publication arrives at a mean-
ingful time as the state posi-
tions itself in a rapidly evolving
regional and global economy.

“When we speak about Pen-
ang, we often refer to its diver-
sity, culture and history. These
are lived realities expressed
through  people, communi-
ties and businesses that have
served generations of Penang-
ites,” he said.

He noted that many of the
brands featured in the book
began as small, family-run en-
terprises and grew through resil-
ience and adaptation.

“What stands out is their abil-
ity to adapt while holding onto a
clear sense of identity. That bal-

Heritage brands continue to shape Penang’s identity, future

ance requires discipline, cour-
age and conviction,” he said,
adding that heritage should not
be viewed as something fixed in
the past but as something ac-
tively carried forward.

Chow stressed that econom-
ic development must go beyond
attracting new investments,
and include strengthening long-
standing local enterprises.

“Heritage brands contribute
quietly but meaningfully to our
economy. They support liveli
hoods, build trust and strengthen
Penang'’s identity as a place with
depth and character,” he said.

He added that the stories
documented in the book also
serve as inspiration, particularly
for young people to explore en-
trepreneurship.

“Be willing to take risks.
Sometimes, you simply have to
take that first step and just do

( From Ieft) Chow, Yeoh, and Sim browsing through the newly
launched book.

it,” he said.

The book’s author, Datuk To-
ny Yeoh, said it celebrates busi-
nesses that began with humble
beginnings and grew into endur-

ing institutions.

“We salute businesses that
have endured for over 50 years
for their resilience, innovation
and commitment to their found-

ers’ values,” he said.

The book documents 59 heri-
tage brands, highlighting their
journeys and contributions to
Penang’s cultural and economic
landscape, while inspiring fu-
ture entrepreneurs to continue
building the state’s legacy.

Meanwhile, Entrepreneur De-
velopment and Cooperatives
Minister Steven Sim Chee Keong
highlighted Penang’s long-stand-
ing role as a commercial hub and
the importance of evolving heri-
tage businesses in today’s chal-
lenging global landscape.

“Heritage businesses
should evolve using modern
technology and value-added
approaches. We invite SMEs
and heritage brand owners to
utilise government financing,
training and programmes to
scale and transition towards
Penang 3.0,” he said.
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ROM a love for baking to
Fbuilding a cookie empire
from home.

At 59, Haziah Isa, affection-
ately known as Kak Za, proves
that resilience, passion and de-
termination can turn humble be-
ginnings into a thriving business.

A single mother with an
unyielding spirit, Haziah has
carved a name for herself in the
world of traditional Hari Raya
cookies, delighting customers
year after year with her home-
made creations.

Speaking to Buletin Mutiara
during a visit to her home in
Bukit Mertajam recently, Kak Za
shared how her journey began
not in a commercial kitchen, but
from her own love for baking.

“l actually learned to make Ra-
ya cookies a long time ago. Back
then, | only baked for my family.

“But in 2010, encouraged
by friends, | decided to take it
seriously and turn it into a busi-
ness,” she recalled.

Single mother’s
cookie empire

Her turning point came when
she joined a programme under
the Women and Family Devel-
opment Committee (JPWK),
which required participants to
produce festive cookies annu-
ally for public sale.

What started as a small ini-
tiative soon blossomed into a
steady and rewarding enterprise.

Today, Kak Za's cookies are
highly sought after not just during
Hari Raya but throughout the year.

Among her bestsellers is the
everpopular biskut makmur, a
melt-inyour-mouth  peanut-illed
cookie dusted generously with
icing sugar.

“Every year, there are agents
who will take large quantities
to resell. It’s always in high de-
mand,” she said.

Close behind are her Aimond
London cookies that are rich in
chocolate-coated delights and
her oat susu (snowy oat cook-
ies), both favourites among cus-
tomers for festive celebrations
and everyday indulgence alike.

Another standout is her
Mazola cookies, a non-seasonal
treat that customers order all
year round.

“These cookies aren’t just for
Hari Raya. People order them
for weddings, kenduri (feasts),
and even as hantaran (wedding
gifts),” she said.

Unlike many small-scale pro-
ducers, she chooses not to sell
her cookies in retail shops, a
decision shaped by experience.

“| have tried that before, but
there is arisk. If the cookies don’t
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Kak Za’s
journey

did not
beginin a
commercial
kitchen but
from her
own love for
baking.

sell, | incur losses.

“They only stay fresh for
about three months. After
that, the quality drops
and the cost of making
them is not cheap,”
she said.

Instead, Kak Za
relies on a trusted
network of agents to
market her products.
These agents distribute sam-
ples to workplaces and commu-
nities, gathering orders before
production begins.

“It works better this way.
They help introduce my cookies
to more people, and once cus-
tomers like them, they will place
orders. During festive seasons,
the demand can be overwhelm-
ing but I'm grateful,” she said.

Despite the growing demand,
one thing remains unchanged -
every single cookie is still hand-
made by Kak Za herself, right
from her home.

Her story is one of persever-
ance and quiet success, a proof
that with dedication and heart,
even a home-based business
can flourish.

THE Walta Centre of Excellence
(WCOE) is equipping SPM leavers
with industryready skills, helping
bridge the talent gap in Penang’s
manufacturing  sector through
hands-on technical training.

For many schoolleavers,
choosing a path after Sijil Pela-
jaran Malaysia (SPM) can shape
their long-term career prospects,
especially in today’s increasingly
competitive job market.

Recognising this challenge,
WCOE offers a practical alterna-
tive by focusing on technical and
vocational training designed to
prepare students for immediate
employment.

Located in Batu Kawan In-
dustrial Park (BKIP), the centre
adopts a “teaching factory” con-
cept, combining real industrial
environments into the learning
process.

Established by Walta Engj-
neering Sdn Bhd, the centre was
designed with a clear mission -
to produce skilled workers who
can immediately contribute to
the industry upon graduation.

Walta Engineering Sdn Bhd
group managing director Goh
Kheng Sneah explained that the
idea behind WCOE is rooted in
solving a critical issue faced by
the state.

“The main reason WCOE was
established is to solve the talent
mismatch issue in Penang.

“I'm using a different ap-
proach by setting up WCOE to
train talent.

Industry-ready traini
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Choon Aik (foreground) being briefed by Moey (standing behind Choon Aik) on the different types of

machinery at the centre, with Chin (left), Farahaida and Kheng Sneah (right) accompanying them.

“The talent that we train here
for six to eight months will be
able to perform or work in facto-
ries in Penang.

“When investors come in,
they need talent and we provide
that talent.

“With the support of the Pen-
ang Development Corporation
(PDC), InvestPenang, Universiti
Malaysia Perlis (UniMAP), and the
Penang government, | dare to say
that today we are one of the best
training centres capable of solving
this issue,” he told reporters dur-
ing a media visit to WCOE’s head-
quarters in BKIP recently.

During the visit, members
of the press were given a com-
prehensive tour of the facility,

witnessing firsthand how the
centre replicates actual manu-
facturing environments to pre-
pare its students.

Also present were Penang
Trade and National Unity Com-
mittee chairman Goh Choon
Aik, who is also the Bukit
Tambun assemblyman, WCOE
chief executive officer Moey
Lip Seng, manager Chin Ting
Foong, assistant manager Fara-
haida Abdul Rahman, business
development director Foong
Sew Kang, business develop-
ment manager Dmitri Lim, and
senior business administrator
Nurul Nadiah Zainol Abidin.

Chin further elaborated that
the centre utilises industry-

grade equipment and machin-
ery, many of which are designed
and built in-house.

“Most of the equipment
and machines here are the
same as those used in the
manufacturing industry.

“This allows students to un-
dergo real hands-on training,
making it easier for them to
apply their skills once they en-
ter the workforce,” he added.

In total, WCOE houses 25
types of machinery, with each
machine capable of accom-
modating up to five students
at a time.

Beyond training, WCOE offers
something many institutions
cannot, a guaranteed pathway

to employment.

Chin revealed that potential
employers within BKIP and Prai
are identified even before stu-
dents complete their training.

“Once they graduate, they can
immediately start work with the
companies.

“The starting salary for a cer-
tified manufacturing specialist
ranges from RM1,900 to over
RM3,500 per month, including
allowances and overtime.

“They also have opportunities
for salary increments and pro-
motions based on their perfor-
mance,” he said.

Chin emphasised that the
demand for such skilled work-
ers remains high, particu-
larly as Penang continues to
strengthen its position as a
manufacturing hub.

Meanwhile, Goh said that
since its establishment in 2020,
WCOE has trained approximately
200 individuals.

“Remarkably, all graduates
have secured employment upon
completion of their training.

“This success underscores
WCOE’s unique position in the
education landscape. Unlike uni-
versities, polytechnics, or private
colleges, the centre focuses
heavily on targeted, hands-on
training tailored to industry
needs,” he said.

ng for SPM leavers
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Key role of creative economy

uStory by Edmund Lee

REATIVE economy will
Cdrive Penang’'s  future

growth as the state looks
beyond its traditional strengths
in manufacturing and heritage
tourism.

State Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee chairman
Wong Hon Wai said sustaining
Penang’s tourism recovery will
require a shift towards integrat-
ing creativity, culture and innova-
tion across sectors.

“The next phase of growth
lies in integrating creativity, cul-
ture and innovation into every
sector of our economy,” he said
in his speech at the Penang Liv-
ing Lab for Advancing the Cre-
ative Economy (PLLACE) Final
Conference at Penang Institute
recently.

Wong said Penang remains
one of Malaysia’s most popular
destinations, with visitor num-
bers steadily rebounding.

Direct connectivity from Chi-
na, he noted, has expanded sig-

nificantly, with eight cities now
linked to Penang compared to
just two in September 2023.

He said the consolidation of
arts, culture and heritage into a
single “creative economy” port-
folio reflects a more strategic
approach to development.

Wong also cited the kebaya’s
recognition as a Unesco Intangible
Cultural Heritage as an example of
both opportunity and challenge.

“The challenge is how to com-
mercialise kebaya,” he said,
noting that overseas markets
such as Xiamen in China have
already developed strong retail
and tourism offerings around
the traditional attire.

He said the state has taken
proactive steps to promote ke-
baya internationally, including
collaborations with Hong Kong
media houses to showcase the
attire globally.

“We are trying to broadcast it
to the world, but others are also
benefiting from our cultural as-
sets,” he said.

On cultural heritage, Wong

Sim (front row, third from left), with Wong (fourth from left), Khai Loon (left), Ooi (fifth from left) and
Syerleena (second from right) in a group photograph after the event.

said moves are under way with
Singapore on a joint Unesco
nomination for Chingay.

Wong said the state govern-
ment is also investing in infra-
structure and public spaces
to support the creative sector,
including upgrades to heritage
sites and the development of
innovation centres in collabora-
tion with the private sector.

He pointed to recent initia-
tives like the launch of galler-
ies and cultural attractions, in-
cluding an archaeology gallery

= —=

featuring artefacts dating back
5,000 years, as part of efforts
to enhance tourism offerings.

Wong stressed that the pub-
lic and private sectors must
work together to strengthen the
creative ecosystem.

“We want to position Penang
not only as a manufacturing hub
but also as a vibrant, creative
and culturally rich destination,”
he said, urging stakeholders to
collaborate and build partner-
ships to advance the sector.

Entrepreneur  Development

3

and Cooperatives Minister Ste-
ven Sim, who was present, em-
phasised the need to balance
culture and business.

“We want a Penang where
culture and livelihood can grow
together,” he said.

Among those present at the
event were Bukit Bendera MP
Syerleena Abd Rashid, Mach-
ang Bubok assemblyman Lee
Khai Loon, Penang Institute
executive director Datuk Dr Ooi
Kee Beng, and Penang Art Dis-
trict adviser Lee Khai.
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Unit Standard

Luas Tanah: Anggaran 36’ x 80’
Luas Binaan : Anggaran 26’ x 42’

Bilik Tidur : 4
Bilik Mandi : 4
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2 TINGKAT - 42 unIT

Unit Standard

Luas Tanah : Anggaran 24' x 70’
Luas Binaan : Anggaran 24’ x 40’
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Bilik Mandi : 4
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No. 71A, Jalan Kampar, 10460 Georgetown, Pulau Pinang.
TEL : 04-593 6205 / 012-423 4211
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MBSP/40/20-71/29(P1) » Pihak Berkuasa Yang Meluluskan : MBSP » Jenis Hartanah : Rumah Berkembar 2 Tingkat + Jumlah Unit : 12 Unit » Harga Jualan :
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ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

N.26 PADANG KOTA N.09 BAGAN DALAM N.01 PENAGA .
YAB Chow Kon Yeow m 04-2260218 YB Kumaran Krishnan @ Calvin {T; 04 - 3131002 YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah U]
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 226 0218 bagandalamn09@gmail.com F
N.13 BERAPIT FeBukhor Ghaza oAt m
N.37 BATU MAUNG 2 ukhori Ghazali
YB Dato’ Dr. Mohamad Abdul Hamid T) 04 - 626 1442 YBHeng lee Lee 1) 017 - 813 3509
mohdhamid@penang.gov.my H 04 - 626 1442 berapit@dappg.org H 04 - 540 0006 N.04 PERMATANG BERANGAN
e D) Ll ) Yo e Rl Lo JBOK T) 013 - 399 0519 e ene !
YB Jagdeep Singh Deo T) 04 - 226 2464 ceNnartoon -
jagdeepsinghdeo@penang.gov.my H 04-2618715 kllee78@gmail.com EF& 04 - 551 1442 yBofAﬁﬂgﬁﬁq'gé’ é\ouzi Yusoff m
$‘é‘<’; oo H TEN(L;AH T) 04 - 507 5001
N.15 PADANG LALANG >00i Hsiao-Leung - N.06 TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Gooi Zi@Sen (T) 012-500 1571 gooihsiaocleung@penang.gov.my EF& 04 - 507 5001 YB Azmi Alang m
gooizisen@penang.gov.my
N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
N.16 PERAI :BhFO.hmi Z?i@nol {3 04 - 262 0862 N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
= y . N . . i
YB Dato’ Seri Sundarajoo A/L Somu (T) 04 - 397 3600 ahmizainol@penang.gov.my YB Izhar Shah Arif Shah (M)
nlé.kadunperai@gmail.com szl? A|5 pu'|1|-é @4 9 N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
im Guan Eng = . : ;
N19 JAWI dapairputih@gmail.com YB Amir Hamzah Abdul Hashim (M)
YB H'ng Mooi Lye T) 04 - 594 1163
S i _ N.24 KEBUN BUNGA N.12 PENANTI
nledunjowi@gmai.com H DR-gpnsles VB Lee Boon Heng (T)011-2773 6684 | | YB Zulkefii Bakar m
N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH leeboonheng24@gmail.com
: MLl N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
S eC IS e m 04 - 593 2408 N.25 PULAU TIKUS YB Abidin Ismail m
D<£15sgachenP2dmai.com YB \f/]Voo Sze Ze@ng . (H) 016 - 417 2548
joshuawoosz@gmail.com
N.22 TANJONG BUNGA N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Zairil Khir Johari }T; 04 - 818 3866 N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA YB Mohamad Shukor Zakariah m
tanjongbunga@bukitbendera.org F) 04 - 262 5952 YB WCI)<n Ylliefe El@%mg {B 04 - 299 2574
pengkalankora@aappg.org N.40 TELOK BAHANG
N.30 SUNGAI PINANG 5 :
4 S - YB Muhamad Kasim M
YB Lim Siew Khim T) 04 - 657 6630
limsiewkhim@penang.gov.my H 04 - 658 6630 N.28 KOMTAR
[ Teh Lai Hong {R 9162706808 NAMA No Tel/ No Faks
omtar@dappg.org -
N.34 PAYA TERUBONG N
e AT [f) 04- 826 187 N.31 BATU LANCANG PENANG CARE SOCIENY (124381 0123
wonghonwail 7/5@gmai.com YB Ong Ah Teong }T; 04 - 280 4411
R A Y ongahteong@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 280 4422
. ! DAP PENANG HQ T) 04 - 228 8482
YB Goh Choon Aik T) 04 - 650 5386 N.32 SERI DELIMA dappenang@dapmalaysia.org H 04-228 8514
gohchoonakd penang.gov.my F YB Tan Hooi Peng [ 04- 657 5611
AL n32seridelima@gmail.com F PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-3970115
;(/I{B Datuk Seri Reezal Merican Naina 'T:; N.33 AIR ITAM
erican : .
G patticmotoma.com 18 Joseph N socn s o e
) _
N.07 SUNGAI PUYU N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Phee Syn Tze ) m 04 -313 7987 YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam T) 04 - 668 1062
n07sungaipuyu@gmail.com ) 012 -248 5938 kumar.harapan35@gmail.com F) 04 - 668 1062
N.08 BAGAN JERMAL N.38 BAYAN LEPAS o
YBOCajheeGYeeé Keen T) 018 - 388 6317 YB Dato’ Azrul Mahathir Aziz ET{ 04 - 649 3976
cheeyeehkeen@gmail.com H ambasegaria.aam@gmail.com F) 04 - 649 3976

Pertama: RM700
Kedua: RM500
Ketiga: RM300

Pertandingan Melukis Poster - 2/2026 | l. Hadiah:

S e S,

=_
1. Berumur 13 tahun dan ke atas. Tarikh peraduan: 1 Aprll -3
. Peraduan dibuka dari 1 April 2026 hingga 30 Jun 2026.

2

3. Bebas menggunakan sebarang jenis bahan mewarna.
4 Saiz kertas lukisan adalah A3 (297 emx 62cm). T e s
5. Lukisan grafik dan adaptasi menggunakan komputer adalah tidak dibenarkan. Kad Pengenalan:

:, Lukisan dan idea adalah hasil ciptaan sendiri. Alamat:

. Karya perlu bertemakan ‘Sukan Gaya Hidup Sihat'.
Diwajibkan untuk sertakan logo Penang2030 dan Buletin Mutiara dalam karya.

=]

. Borang butiran peribadi peserta perlu ditampal di bahagian belakang karya.
. Penyertaan ahli keluarga terdekat barisan penganjur adalah tidak sah. No. Telefon : (Rumah)

. Hasil karya adalah hak milik penganjur. (Bil’l’lbit)

1. Sebarang pertanyaan, sila hubungi 04-6505704 / 5705.

12. Alamatkan semua borang penyertaan ke: Emel:
Pertandingan Melukis Poster - 2/2026,

Tingkat 47 KOMTAR, 10503 Pulau Pinang. (Pastikan semua butiran diisi dengan lengkap).

-0
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SENARAI NAMA AHLIMAJLIS SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KENARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MBSP 2026
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MBSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
ﬁgm%d Rizal Abd. 019 - 464 6696 1. Yeap Choon Keong Seberang Perai Penyelia 013 - 449 0366
Utara Bahagian
Anuar Yussoff 016 -461 6390 Kewarganegaraan
2. K. Velan Seberang Perai 018 -394 4537
Chang Kim Joo 016 - 436 9268 (Pegawai Pembantu) Selatan ) )
Pejabat Bahagian
Chong Wei Hoong 012 - 484 9693 3. Joseph Tan Seberang Perai Kewa;garfgaizar%glﬁ%:énang, 012 - 470 3880
(Pegawai Pembantu) Tengah ingkat 44,
Ratuk Mohd Noor 019 -4731172 4. | K. Dasirani Timur Laut N. Vasanthakumari 012 - 412 2375
(Pegawai Pembantu) (Pembantu Tadbir)
- 04 - 650 5105
SD(;:;LUK Mohd Zaidi Hali 019 - 431 3333 5. Alice Ay Yap See Barat Daya 011-5313 6188
(Pegawai Pembantu)
Hasrul Husin 010-379 7729
Nota:

Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.

SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS

MBPP 2026

Nama

Telefon

Heng Yeh Shivuan 016 - 261 2460
Lim Chee Chien 012 - 521 9894
Lim Eng Nam 016 - 411 4400

MBPP

04 - 259 2020

Alan Lim Wei Lun

017 - 343 3995

Linda Ng Kerh Wei

011-11448393

Chan Soon Aun

012 - 4850728

Dato’ Haji Abdul Razak Abdul 012 - 464 6277
Rahman
David Chen Wooi Teong 012-492 1114

Linggeswaran a/l 013 - 419 9071
Charmar
Muhamad Suzuki 011-1119 4419

Ahmad

Deenadayalan a/l Kandiah

019 - 473 9895

Ngoh Cheng Hai

017 -979 0933

Dr. Mohd Suhairi Arumugam 016 - 521 3369
Abdullah

Foo Yu Keong 012 - 455 0074
Haji Mohamed Yusoff 019-4138114
Mohamed Noor

Koay Gaik Kee 016 - 447 5088

Lee Seng Hwai

016 - 440 6798

Lee Wei Seang

012 - 452 8305

Manimaran a/l Samba Sivam

016 - 438 3437

Mohamad Khairani Abdul
Shukor

019 - 594 4533

Ooi Yong Wooi 016 -421 1196
Ponnudurai a/l 012 - 423 3578
V Anthony Srinvasagam

Predeeb Kumar a/l 016 - 498 5421
Kalidass

Tan Chee Teong 012 - 4017718
Teh Chuann Yien 010 - 441 7749

Mohd Aidil Fitri lbrahim

019 - 443 2088

Muhammad Khairul Mohd Ali

012 - 542 0520

Yeoh Kim Kim

012 - 428 6438

Muhamad Nayim Othuman
Mydin

017 - 465 4947

Muhammad Adzlan Adzhar

017 - 3350030

Ooi Mei Mei 011 - 1443 8734
Rohaizat Hamid 019 -5100075
Tan May Peng 016 -461 3511

Tan Soo Siang

012 - 4752453

Yoganragj Thever a/l 012 - 444 5675
Kathiravelu

Zainuddin Mohamed 012 - 479 4200
Zulkifli Md. Yusop 016 - 432 0789
Zulkiply Ishak 013 - 431 6161

Theng Jie Wey 016-418 7108
Visvenathan a/l Tangavello 019 - 488 1010
Zuraida Mohamad Arshad 019 - 464 3674
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Brewing memol
and music

=Story by Kevin Vimal
=Pix by Siew Chia En

Pulau, a humble Haina-

nese kopitiam serves as
a repository of memories,
friendship, and a living legacy
that has endured since 1947.

For Neill Foo, the kopitiam is
not just a family business; it is a
piece of his grandfather’s dream
that he now carries forward, one
cup at a time.

“The shop was run by my
grandfather, and then passed to
my father. | am the third genera-
tion,” he told Buletin Mutiarain a
recent interview.

Unlike the kopitiam of the
past, Neill has introduced a
unigue twist, with live music and
jamming sessions.

“Last time, they only did food
and drinks. The jamming started
during my time,” he said.

Musicians, retirees and cy-
clists now gather at the shop,
turning it into an informal com-
munity hub.

“One uncle used to play at the
Shangri-La Rasa Sayang Resort
and Hotel. After he retired, he
started cycling here and start-
ed hanging around more often.
Even when the shop is not open,
he still comes here, drinks tea
and chats,” Neill added.

The story of the coffee shop
began when Neill's grandfather
took over the premises nearly
eight decades ago.

What started as a simple food-
anddrinks business has grown
into a nostalgic gathering spot
deeply rooted in community spirit.

“It was in 1947 when my
grandfather took over the shop,
and ever since then, the family
has continued the business,”
Neill said.

Today, the kopitiam still keeps
its traditional charm, while qui-
etly evolving with the times.

Interestingly,  Neill  never
planned to return to the shop
fulltime.

For years, he worked as a
tourist guide until the Covid-19
pandemic changed everything.

“l came back because of Co-
vid. Tourism stopped; there were
no tours to do. So, for two years,
| stayed here and helped at the
shop,” he said.

I N a quiet corner of Balik

What began as a temporary
move slowly turned into some-
thing more meaningful.

“All my friends, especially
cyclists, knew me from cycling
expeditions. Then, they started
coming to the shop. | put some
instruments here for them to
play, and slowly it built up.”

The kopitiam has become
a space where friendships are
brewed as naturally as coffee.

“Most of the customers later
become friends. Some of them
hang around here almost daily,”
he added.

Despite the challenges of run-
ning a smalltown kopitiam, Neill
remains committed to preserv-
ing traditional flavours.

“All the kaya and
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jam are homemade,” he said
proudly.

He even learned a scone rec-
ipe from a British friend’s wife.

“She taught me the recipe.
During the offseason, | had
nothing to do, so now at least |
have something extra to offer.”
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Still, he added that sustaining
the business is not easy.

“Here we have no offices or
factories. We depend mostly on
tourists. Normally, it is quiet, just
barely enough to cover,” he said.

Balik Pulau itself has
changed dramatically over the
years, with younger genera-
tions moving away and tradi-
tional livelihoods fading.

“Most of the fishermen now
do offshore fishing, and many
youngsters have moved out.
From about 200 houses, maybe

only a small percentage are still
occupied,” he said.

As the village evolves, the ko-
pitiam remains one of the few
links to its past.

When asked about the future
of the business, Neill's answer
was simple and heartfelt.

“As long as | can do, | will con-
tinue,” he said.

A selfproclaimed “kampung
boy”, he chooses the quiet life of
Balik Pulau over city living.

“l have another house in
Sungai Ara, but | prefer staying
here,” he said.

In an era where many heri-
tage businesses are disap-
pearing, Neill's kopitiam re-
mains a gentle reminder that
tradition can survive, sus-
tained by passion, resilience,
and the simple joy of sharing
coffee with friends.

And for now, as long as the
kettle keeps boiling and the
guitars keep playing, the story
of this 1947 kopitiam contin-
ues to unfold.
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Dyslexia no
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IAGNOSED with dys-
D lexia and ADHD at the

age of eight, Lim Xin Ru
has triumphed despite challeng-
es, scoring 10As in the SPM re-
sults released recently.

The achievement came as a
surprise to her, as Xin Ru didn’t
do as well as she had hoped dur-
ing her midyear and trial exams.

“So, when | checked my re-
sults online and saw that | had
obtained 10As, | cried. It was
beyond my expectations,” said
Xin Ru, from SMJK Heng Ee
Cawangan Bayan Baru.

Buletin Mutiara interviewed
Xin Ru alongside two other stu-
dents - Salwa Muhd Firdaus Ooi
and Sasiharini Manogaran - in
a meeting arranged by the Pen-
ang Science Cluster (PSC).

Due to dyslexia, Xin Ru

arrier to 10{5)

struggled with reading and un-
derstanding words during her
primary school years.

“Sometimes, | would see let-
ters flying or floating off the page
—the letter B might appear as D,
and P as Q. At that time, | was
too young to explain my difficul-
ties to my parents,” she said.

Concerned about her reading
challenges, her mother created
flashcards with cartoon illustra-
tions and images to help her
learn spelling each week.

Xin Ru later met a dedicated
tuition teacher who patiently
guided her in reading and essay
writing during Year Four and Five.

“l have not completely over-
come my reading problem;
sometimes | still confuse letters
like B and D, or P and Q, or see
letters ‘moving’. What | do is use
a ruler to guide myself, reading
one line at a time,” she said.

To Xin Ru, dyslexia is neither
a major obstacle nor a disadvan-
tage. She noted that notable fig-

(From left) Sasiharini, Salwa and Xin Ru share how Penang Science Cluster has positively influenced
their learning journeys, leading to outstanding SPM results.

ures, like Singapore’s founding
Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew
and inventor Thomas Edison,
were also believed to have had
dyslexia.

When asked what advice
she would give others with dys-
lexia, she replied: “Don’t give
up. When | was diagnosed, my
parents did not give up on me,
my teachers did not give up on
me, and | did not give up on my-
self. In the end, you may achieve
something beyond your expecta-
tions.”

Xin Ru joined PSC@Krystal in
Bayan Lepas, one of the satel-
lite science café locations run
by PSC, in Year One.

Her interest in STEM grew
significantly in Year Five after
participating in Scratch pro-
gramming projects.

She entered her first compe-
tition in Year Six but did not win.

Undeterred, she continued
competing from Form One
through Form Five, eventually
securing several wins, including
in the Virtual Tech Mentor Ro-
botics competition.

Despite the challenges, she
said representing Malaysia at
the FIRST Tech Challenge (FTC)
World Championships in Hous-
ton, Texas, last year made it all
worthwhile.

“It was a great opportunity
provided by PSC. Although we
did not win any awards, we
gained valuable experience,
which we later shared with our
junior teams and students from
other schools,” she said.

Looking ahead, Xin Ru plans
to pursue computer science
and is applying for matricula-
tion and scholarships.

Salwa, of Chinese-Malay
parentage from SMIJK Jit Sin
in Bukit Mertajam, scored 9A+
and a B+ in Chinese in her SPM
examination.

She said she had focused
mainly on academics during
primary school and had little ex-
posure to STEM until Form
One, when she joined
her school's STEM
 club.

She  discovered
PSC through its on-
line “Girls in STEM”
programme during
the pandemic.
“That was

Lee said the
. students’
growth
and success
validate

the work
undertaken
by the Penang
Science Cluster.

my first time learning coding
and truly engaging with technol-
ogy and engineering. PSC offers
many free online courses, allow-
ing students like me, despite fi-
nancial constraints, to continue
exploring STEM,” she said.

“PSC allowed me to truly ex-
perience STEM and helped me
discover a potential future direc-
tion,” she said, describing it as
a turning point that boosted her
confidence.

She is how considering pursu-
ing chemical, electrical or elec-
tronic engineering at university.

Sasiharini from St George’s
Girls’ School, who scored 8As,
aspires to pursue architecture.

She developed an interest in
computer science and ICT as
early as Form Four when she
took up computer science and
participated in PSC’s Girls in
Engineering programme, a Six-
month course covering HTML,
CSS, coding, public speaking
and leadership.

“It allowed me to learn new
things over the weekends, help-
ing me relax and reset. Overall,
it has supported my computer
science exams and course-
work,” she said.

She is applying for A-level
scholarships and encourages
students to look beyond aca-
demic results, noting that schol-
arships also value leadership,
communication skills and co-
curricular involvement.

PSC chief operating officer
Aimy Lee said the organisation
remains committed to deliver-
ing STEM education beyond the
classroom.

“Recognising the limitations
of classroom resources, PSC
plays a crucial role by provid-
ing additional platforms to en-
hance students’ understanding
of STEM and inspire creativity,”
she said.

Also present was PSC pro-
gramme consultant Dr Rebecca
Ow Phui San.
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ENANG has launched its
P120-day countdown to

Sukma 2026, setting a
bold target of 60 golds at the
national games in Selangor this
August.

The countdown was marked
with a lively event at Sunshine
Central in Air Itam recently,
bringing together athletes, offi-
cials and supporters ahead of
the biennial competition.

Sukma 2026, scheduled
from Aug 15 to 24, will fea-
ture 37 sports comprising 30
core sports and seven addi-
tional events, including chess,
e-sports, cricket and kabaddi,
promising a dynamic and com-
petitive sporting spectacle.

State Youth, Sports and
Health Committee chairman
Daniel Gooi Zi Sen said prepara-
tions are already in full swing for
the national games.

“As we approach Sukma

Staying bold <
for =old -

2026, comprehensive and sys-
tematic preparations have been
actively carried out by the Pen-

ang contingent.
“The Penang State Sports
Council  (MSNPP),  together

with various state sports asso-
ciations, has developed struc-
tured and phased training pro-
grammes.

“These include regular per-
formance monitoring, fitness as-
sessments, as well as thorough
technical evaluations to ensure
our athletes are competition-
ready,” he said in his speech.

Penang athletes, he added,
have also been given valuable
exposure through participation
in both national and internation-
al competitions.

“These platforms not only
sharpen their competitive edge
but also build confidence on big-
ger stages,” he said.

Also present at the pro-
gramme were Deputy State Sec-
retary (Management) Muhamad
Ghopran Yeop Hamzah, MSNPP

SELANGOR 2026

SUKMA XXII & PARA SUKMA

director Harry Chai Heng Hua
and Air Itam assemblyman Jo-
seph Ng Soon Siang.

While emphasising perfor-
mance and results, Gooi re-
minded athletes not to lose
sight of the true spirit of sports-
manship.

“In our pursuit of success
and medals, | want to stress
that sportsmanship must re-
main our core foundation.

“Values like discipline, integ-
rity, mutual respect and team-
work must be deeply instilled in
every athlete.

“Victories achieved through
honesty and perseverance car-
ry far greater meaning and will
stand as lasting pride.

“After all, Sukma is not mere-
ly a platform for competition,
it is a stage to build character,
strengthen unity and nurture a
deep sense of love for our state
and nation,” he said.

Gooi also hoped every ath-
lete selected to represent Pen-
ang will rise to the occasion with

F,

historic outing at Sukma 2026.

unwavering determination, cour-
age in the face of challenges
and a commitment to give their
best in every event.

Reaffirming Penang’'s ambi-
tious target, he said the state is
aiming to secure 60 gold med-
als at Sukma 2026.

“This target is not impos-
sible. With careful planning,
strong discipline and an unyield-
ing fighting spirit among our ath-
letes and support teams, | am
confident we can achieve it.

“Our target is high; 60 gold
medals but it is within reach.

—

(From left) Chai, Ng, Gooi and Muhamad Ghopran are aiming for a
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We are placing strong hopes on
combat sports, which we expect
to be a major gold contributor
and a key strength for the Pen-
ang contingent.

“At the same time, we hope
other sports will also contribute
at least one gold medal each to
help turn this target into reality,”
he added.

During the event, Gooi also
announced the appointment of
Ng as chef de mission, with Mu-
hamad Ghopran named as dep-
uty chef de mission for Sukma
2026

Penang honours Paralympic heroes

DETERMINATION, resilience
and unwavering spirit took cen-
tre stage at The TOP Komtar as
Penang celebrated two Paralym-
pic gold medallists recently.

Leading the celebrations was
tandem cyclist Nur Azlia Syafin-
az Mohd Zais, 28, whose jour-
ney from visual impairment to
regional sporting glory captured
hearts at the event.

The Bagan-born athlete, who
has been visually impaired since
birth, clinched two gold medals
and one silver at the 2025 Para
Asean Games in Thailand, tri-
umphing in the Women’s B Road
Race and Individual Pursuit.

She received RM9,000 under
the state’s Sports Excellence
Incentive Scheme (Skimas).

“This recognition motivates
me to train harder and aim for
another gold in 2027,” she said
during an interview.

Nur Azlia, who switched from
athletics to cycling in 2017 fol-
lowing a talent search, trains
daily under MSNPP.

“l enjoy cycling very much,
and winning gold gives me the
motivation to keep improving and
pushing my limits,” she added.

The spotlight then turned to
seasoned parabowler Mohd
Suhairi Abd Kadir, 47, who re-
ceived RM3,000 under Skimas
after winning gold in the men’s
doubles and silver in singles.

Competing under the B1 cat-
egory for totally blind athletes,
Suhairi has been active in the
sport since the early 2000s
while working fulltime as a mas-
sage therapist in Kuala Lumpur.

“This incentive will help sup-
port my training expenses and
preparations for upcoming com-
petitions,” he said.

He also highlighted the
challenges faced by para-ath-
letes, particularly in funding
and support.

“I hope the state government
can continue strengthening sup-
port for para-athletes so we can
keep representing Penang and
Malaysia proudly,” he added.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow said the event brought
together three key agendas,
incentives under the Penang
Athlete, Career & Education
(PACE) programme, recognition
of Para Asean athletes, and the
appointment of the organising
committee for the SEA Games
Malaysia 2027 Penang cluster.

“The PACE programme is
a strategic approach that not
only focuses on achievements
in competition but also empha-
sises academic development,
career planning and the long-
term wellbeing of our athletes,”
he said.

Chow revealed that Penang
has achieved 90% progress in
developing 10 new sports and
recreational facilities.

“This reflects our commit-
ment to  high-performance
sports while also cultivating
an active and inclusive lifestyle
among the people of Penang,”
he added.

As Penang prepares to serve
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Nur Azlia and Mohd Suhairi posing with their mock cheques.

as a host cluster for SEA Games
2027, Chow stressed the impor-
tance of thorough preparations.
State Youth, Sports and
Health Committee chairman
Daniel Gooi Zi Sen described
the incentives as a reflection of
the state’s dedication to athlete
welfare and development.
“Today, 121 athletes are re-
ceiving support under the PACE

programme, covering tuition
incentives, higher education
assistance, SPM incentives,

sports scholarships and athlete

welfare schemes,” he said.

He added that the RM12,000
Skimas incentive awarded to the
two Paralympic athletes recognis-
es their achievements in bringing
pride to Penang and Malaysia.

“Their success proves the ca-
pability and competitiveness of
our athletes on the international
stage and serves as inspiration
for others to excel,” he said.

Also present were State Sec-
retary Datuk Seri Zulkifli Long,
and MSNPP director Harry Chai
Heng Hua.
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