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DVANCED semiconductor
Amaterials leader PEN S J Elec-

ronics Sdn Bhd (PEN S J) is
expanding its global manufacturing
footprint with a new, state-of-the-art
facility at the Batu Kawan Industrial
Park 3 (BKIP 3).

The company has signed an of-
ficial lease agreement with Penang
Development Corporation (PDC) to
develop the site, representing a total
investment exceeding US$70 million
(about RM300 million).

The landmark project marks an-
other major addition to Penang’s rap-
idly growing advanced semiconduc-
tor ecosystem.

The upcoming facility will be de-
veloped in two strategic phases.

Upon completion, it will serve both
domestic and international markets,
reinforce the local supply chain, and
unlock long-term growth opportuni-
ties for the firm.

Chief Minister Chow Kon Yeow
highlighted the project's phased
roadmap, detailing that Phase One
will initiate the production of Ther-
mal Interface Materials, while Phase
Two will focus on expanding capabili-
ties into Integrated Heat Spreaders.

He expressed pride in Penang be-
ing selected for this strategic expan-
sion, calling it a strong vote of confi-
dence in the state's robust industrial
ecosystem and its reputation as a
trusted manufacturing destination.

“This  investment will  further
strengthen Penang's electrical and
electronics (E&E) ecosystem, par-
ticularly in advanced semiconductor
packaging and thermal manage-
ment, and reinforce our position as
the Silicon Valley of the East,” Chow
said in his speech.

He also shared compelling eco-
nomic data showing Penang's mar-

Chow showing the media the exact location of the upcoming PEN S J Electronics

new facility in BKIP 3, while (from left) Goh, Hua and Loo look on.

ket dominance.
In the first half of this year, the state
led Malaysia in approved manufactur-
ing investments, securing RM17.3 bil-
lion, with 74% (RM12.8 billion) coming
from foreign direct investment (FDI).
The E&E sector alone contributed
RMT11 billion (63%) of that total.
Furthermore, Penang recorded
a staggering RM606 bil-
lion in exports between £
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git — a 90% surge compared to the
same period last year — representing
over 74% of the country's total E&E out-
bound trade.

Chow extended an invitation to
PEN SJtojoin the Malaysia ATE Cam-
pus to foster co-growth alongside lo-
cal companies, ensuring that global

\ and domestic players strengthen

_ the supply chain side by
L side.
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Location: Batu Kawan
Industrial Park 3 (BKIP 3)
Job creation: Over 1,000
new jobs, mostly in
specialised engineering.
Phased rollout: Phase 1will
produce Thermal Interface
Materials; Phase 2 moves
into Integrated Heat
Spreaders.

Talent development: PEN
S J will partner with

local colleges for
internships and graduate
training programmes to
scale Penang's engineering
pipeline.

tee chairman Goh Choon Aik, Invest-
Penang CEO Datuk Seri Loo Lee Lian,
PDC deputy CEO Datuk Mohammad
Azhar Hamdan, S J Electronics found-
er Dr Fay Hua, and PEN S J managing
director Ooi Ing Chyuan.

Speaking at the ceremony, Hua
said the investment would create
over 1,000 job opportunities, with the
vast majority allocated to high-value
engineering roles involving cutting-
edge technologies.

“We want to build not just a facil-
ity, but also a strong talent pipeline,”
she said.

“We hope to work together with
local colleges to provide internships
and graduate training so that we can
prepare young engineers for employ-
ment.”




NOVEMBER 1—15, 2026

sStory by Riadz Akmal
=Pix by Siew Chia En

ENANG is set to further
Pstrengthen its position

in high-value manufac-
turing with the establishment
of Malaysia’s first 4N precious
metal refining facility in Batu
Kawan.

This move is aimed at sup-
porting the country's fast-
growing electrical and elec-
tronics (E&E) and semiconduc-
tor industries.

The facility is being devel-
oped by Tanaka MEP Refinery
Sdn Bhd, a joint venture be-
tween Japan-based Tanaka
Precious Metal Technologies
Co Ltd and Penang-based MEP
Enviro Technology Sdn Bhd.

A groundbreaking ceremo-
ny for the new facility at Batu
Kawan Industrial Park (BKIP)
was held recently, marking a
significant milestone in the
partnership and in Penang’s ef-
forts to build a more integrated
precious metal recovery and
refining ecosystem.

The ceremony was graced
by Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun
Ramli Ngah Talib.

Also present were Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow,
Penang Local Government
and Town & Country Plan-
ning Committee chairman
Jason H'ng Mooi Lye, Penang
Trade and National Unity
Committee chairman Goh
Choon Aik, Consul General
of Japan in Penang Shinya
Machida, Malaysian Invest-
ment Development Author-
ity (Mida) Penang director
Muhammad Ghaddaffi Sar-
dar Mohamed, MEP Enviro
Technology Sdn Bhd direc-
tors Sean Ong and Datuk
Ong Joo Ming, Tanaka Pre-
cious Metal Technologies Co.
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(From left) Goh, H'ng, Tada, Chow, Tun Ramli, Joo,
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Wada, Machida and Ong at the groundbreaking ceremony of the new facility.

Boost for high-value
refining operations

Ltd chief operating officer
Tomoyuki Tada and Tanaka
Precious Metal Technologies
Co. Ltd senior general man-
ager (manufacturing depart-
ment) Wataru Wada.

The RM70 million invest-
ment is expected to establish
Malaysia's first 4N precious
metal refining factory, capable
of producing precious metals
with a purity level of 99.99%.

According to Sean, the project
will be developed on approxi-
mately three acres of land, with a
built-up area of 45000 sq ft.

He said the first phase, in-
volving an investment of RM35
million, would focus on the pro-
duction of 4N high-purity gold
and potassium gold cyanide
(PGC), which are essential ma-
terials for the electronics and
semiconductor industries.

“Commercial operations are
expected to begin in the first
quarter of 2029," he said.

Tada said the facility would
strengthen Penang's capa-
bilities in high-value precious
metal recovery and refining
while supporting the region's
E&E and semiconductor in-
dustries.

“The establishment of this
facility is expected to further
strengthen Penang's manu-
facturing ecosystem by add-
ing high-purity precious met-
al refining capabilities that
support the requirements of
the E&E and semiconductor
industries, while contributing
to a more circular industrial
value chain,” he said.

He said the significance
of the refinery went beyond
gold as a precious commod-

ity, highlighting its critical
role in the semiconductor in-
dustry.

“Let me start with a simple
question. Why does a gold re-
finery matter to Penang?

“Because gold is not only
for jewellery. It is a critical in-
put for the semiconductor in-
dustry.

“Gold, and a gold com-
pound, are used to plate and
connect the tiny components
inside the chips that Pen-
ang makes and ships to the
world,” he said.

He said the new refinery
would enable gold recovered
from Penang's own factories
to be refined locally in Batu
Kawan to 99.99% purity be-
fore being returned to the
manufacturing sector.

“That means less mining,

less waste and more value
kept in Penang. This is the
circular economy in practice,
not on paper,” he said.

Chow urged E&E and semi-
conductor companies in Pen-
ang to make greater use of
local capabilities and partners
as the state works towards
building a more complete
manufacturing ecosystem.

“Every E&E and semicon-
ductor company in Penang,
look first to partners here at
home.

“Send your recoverable
materials to be refined here.
Buy back the gold that was
yours to begin with.

“Every gram we recover
and refine in Penang is value
that stays in Penang, with our
workers, our suppliers and
our people,” he said.

Penang positions MedTech as next chapter of manufacturing growth

PENANG has transformed its
niche medical technology sec-
tor into a core pillar of its high-
value manufacturing ecosys-
tem, says Chief Minister Chow
Kon Yeow.

“Clobal innovations like
needle-free diabetic glucose
sensors are now actively pro-
duced in Penang,” he said in
his speech at the recent Ma-
laysia MedTech Industry Sum-
mit 2026.

“Our success is built upon
the five decades of electronics
and semiconductor expertise,”
he added.

By leveraging established
precision manufacturing and
automation capabilities, Pen-
ang has seamlessly transi-
tioned into high-value medical
applications.

Key milestonesinthestate’s
MedTech sector include its
global footprint, with seven of
the world's top 30 MedTech
companies operating in Pen-
ang, including Abbott, Boston
Scientific, Dexcom and Intui-
tive Surgical.

In terms of exports, Pen-
ang recorded RM238 billion
in medical and surgical in-

strument exports between
2021 and mid-2026, ac-
counting for 64% of Malay-
sia's total.

The sector also secured
RM2.3 billion in approved
investments across 40 proj-
ects from 2021 to the first
quarter of 2026, creating

nearly 4,500 jobs.

“Looking ahead, Pen-
ang aims to pivot towards
design, R&D, and rigor-

ous testing capabilities to
drive higher value creation,”
Chow added.

Association of Malaysian

sl

Medical Industries (AMMI)
chairman Samuel Poorana-
karan (pix) said talent devel-
opment remains the indus-

try's backbone.

“Moving forward under
our Strategic Roadmap 2030,
AMMI will continue partner-
ing with government bod-
ies and universities to secure
Malaysia's position as a pre-
mier global MedTech power-
house,” he added.

Also present at the event
were Penang Development
Corporation (PDC) chief ex-
ecutive Datuk Abdul Latiff
Abd Aziz and Medical Device
Authority (MDA) chief execu-
tive Datuk Dr Muralitharan
Paramuasa.
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ENANG warmly invites
PAmerican companies to

work with local firms and
grow together, says Chief Min-
ister Chow Kon Yeow.

Speaking at the eighth
AMCHAM Penang Dialogue
recently, Chow encouraged
American companies to part-
ner local Automated Test
Equipment (ATE) players in
technology development, sup-
plier localisation and supply
chain strengthening.

Themed “The US-Malay-
sia Advantage”, the dialogue
brought together industry and
government  representatives
to discuss opportunities for
deeper collaboration between
Malaysia and the US.

In the 1970s, Chow said, the
Eight Samurai that set up op-
erations in Penang comprised
four American companies—In-
tel, Hewlett-Packard (HP), Texas
Instruments and Advanced Mi-
cro Devices (AMD) — as well as
two from Japan and two from
Germany.

“They took a bet on a small
island with big ambitions,
and that bet has paid off, for
them and us,” Chow said in his
speech.

“Today, let us give the next
generation of companies, on
both sides of the Pacific, the
same reason to believe.”

Among those present at the
event were Deputy Minister of
Investment, Trade and Industry
(Miti) Sim Tze Tzin, US Ambas-
sador to the Republic of Tunisia
Bill Bazzi, Chargé d'Affaires of
the US Embassy in Kuala Lum-
pur David ‘Chip’ Gamble, AM-
CHAM chairman Datuk Timo-
thy Garland and AMCHAM
chief executive officer Datuk
Siobhan Das.

The task ahead, he added, is
to build on more than 50 years
of partnership by creating the
conditions for US companies to
stay, expand and take on high-
er-value activities in Penang.

“This is not a journey we take
alone. Working hand in hand
with our investors, with AM-
CHAM and with our govern-
ment partners, | am confident
the best chapters of the US-
Malaysia story are still ahead of
us,” he said.

Chow said companies to-
day asked harder questions
than cost alone when decid-
ing where to invest, including
whether they could find trust-
worthy partners and a reliable,
long-term ecosystem.

Penang, he highlighted, had
been answering these questions
for more than half a century.

Chow recently returned
from a trade mission to the US
with the InvestPenang team,
where they engaged with 13
stakeholders, including AMD,
Bank of America, Intel, Lam Re-
search and Micron Technology.

It was also a special moment
for him and the delegation to
visit Intel, one of the state’s orig-
inal Eight Samurai, now led by
Malaysian-born chief executive
officer Lip-Bu Tan.

“Their confidence in Penang
remains strong,” he said.

From 2020 to the first half of
2026, Penang attracted RM18.2
billion in approved US manu-
facturing foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI), accounting for 38%
of the national total.

More than 100 American
companies call Penang home.

Sim, in his speech, said the
US has remained one of Malay-
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Chow showing the Penang Dialogue 2026 programme as he poses with (from left) Bazzi, Siob-

han, Sim, Gamble and Garland.

They took a bet on a small
island with big ambitions,
and that bet has paid off, for
themand us - CHOW
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sia's vital trading partners.

He said Malaysia is fully com-
mitted to keeping its relation-
ship with the US strong, pre-
dictable and open, and will do
everything to get the best out-
comes for both nations.

He recalled that among the
visionary companies that built
factories in the Bayan Lepas
Free Trade Zone in the 70s were
iconic American companies
like Intel, Advanced Micro De-
vices (AMD), Hewlett-Packard,
and National Semiconductor,
which later became Fairchild
Semiconductor.

“Malaysia has never forgot-

<.

Part of the crowd attending the eighth AMCHAM Penang Dialogue 2026.

ten that gesture. You trusted
us when we were just getting
started. That early trust planted
the seeds for what Malaysia is
today — a nation that supplies
over 13% of the world's micro-
chip testing and packaging.
For that, we are deeply grate-
ful," he said.

Sim said the US stands out
as one of Malaysia's premier ex-
port destinations.

In 2025 alone, Malaysia's ex-
ports to the US surged by 17.2%
to reach over RM233 billion,
making the American market
its second-largest export desti-
nation globally.
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He noted that over the past
three years, US direct invest-
ment stock in Malaysia stood
above US$10 to US$12 billion.

Every year, he added, those
investments generate bil-
lions of dollars in net profits
that flow back to parent com-
panies in the United States,
supporting American share-
holders and R&D.

“Looking ahead, we want
our bond with American com-
panies to grow even deeper.
We don't want you to view Ma-
laysia merely as an assembly
ling, or a market. We want you
to treat us as a true strategic
partner.

“Help us build local indus-
tries. Connect deeper with
our local small and medium
suppliers. Bring your ad-
vanced design and R&D ac-
tivities to our shores. Help us
train our young engineers
in artificial intelligence and
green technology.

“When you help local indus-
tries grow, you build a stronger,
more reliable supply chain for
yourselves. Let us continue to
work together, innovate to-
gether, and grow together,”
Sim said.

Meanwhile, Garland high-
lighted that the Penang-US
partnership has grown from
strength to strength, adding
that US companies are firmly
committed to Malaysia.

He said the dialogue was to
explore how to build a stronger
and more durable relationship
to advance both Malaysia's and
US businesses.
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OLLOWING his success-
Fful defence of the Kuala

Lumpur Standard Char-
tered Marathon (KLSCM) re-
cently, national marathon runner
Yeow Ni Jia has set his sights on
the next SEA Games.

Ni Jia emerged as the top
Malaysian male finisher at the
KLSCM, clocking a personal
best of 2:33:52.

The Penang Forward Sports
Club (PFSC) runner said that
with the strong competition
this year, his goal was just to se-
cure a place in the top three.

He not only achieved his
goal, but smashed straight
through it, giving his best per-
formance to date.

“There were a lot of strong
runners this year, so the com-
petition was really tough. To
be honest, before the race, my
goal was just to finish in the top
three, and | would have been
happy with that.

“In the end, I'm really happy
that | managed to break the
2:34 mark, especially in Malay-
sia’s hot weather, and success-
fully defended my title,” he told
Buletin Mutiara.

Ni Jia also credited fellow
runners Leo Tan and Lai Yi Hng
for helping him deliver his best
performance.

“l want to thank Tan for shar-
ing his experience with me,
and Yi Hng for pushing me
throughout the race. Having
them there really helped bring
out more of my potential.

“Although we are competi-
tors on the course, we actually
have a very good relationship
off it. We often share and ex-
change our experiences with
each other,” he added.

The race also served as the
official selection trial for the
marathon event at next year's
SEA Games in Kuala Lumpur,
with Ni Jia making the shortlist
for consideration.

For now, the Penangite said
his immediate focus is on train-

ing and recovery while await-
ing further details on the SEA
Games.

“Not all the details about
the SEA Games have been an-
nounced yet, so I'll just focus on
my own training first.

“Hopefully, we can get more
information earlier, so | can ad-
just my training and prepare
specifically for the SEA Games
marathon,” he said.

Should he earn selection, it
would mark Ni Jia's second ap-
pearance for Malaysia at the
Games, following the 2025 event
in Bangkok, Thailand.

*Of course, | hope | can per-
form well and, most importantly,
win a medal for Malaysia,” he said.

Ni Jia revealed that he is
managing an injury and plans
to prioritise recovery over the
coming weeks.

“For the next month, [l
mainly focus on recovery and
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Ni Jia proudly takes his place on the podium alongside Yi Hng (rlght) and Tan (left) as Stan-
dard Chartered Malaysia chief financial officer (Global Business Services) Martin Ong (front
row, left) and Independent Non-Executive director Ong Ai Lin (front row, right) hold the mock

cheques for the winners.

getting my injury fully healed.

“In December, I'm planning
to run an overseas marathon.
I'll see how my body feels and
how my condition is at that
time, and then decide whether
| should try to challenge my
personal best again.

“But for me, the most impor-
tant thing is to finish the race
safely and not push myself too
much,” he said.

With the SEA Games in Kua-
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Ni Jia leading the race ahead of Yi Hng (in orange) and other

runners during the recent KLSCM 2026.

la Lumpur set to be the main
focus next year, Ni Jia hopes to
return stronger and better pre-
pared for the challenge.

“The SEA Games next year
is the main target, so | want to
make sure I'm fully prepared for
it. Hopefully, | can come back
stronger and better than this
year,and performwell at the SEA
Games, especially since they will
be held on home soil,” he added.

Editor’s note: /n the 2025
Bangkok SEA Games, Ni
Jia finished seventh out
of 13 runners with a time
of 2:42:47. His KLSCM per-
sonal best of 2.33:52 places
him close to the Bangkok
bronze medal timing of
2:31:29 by Richard Salano
(Philippines).

Full Marathon
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Time

18:15
35:30

54:00
01:12:28

01:49:09

02:25:45

02:33:50

Pace (minfkm)
03:38
03:32
03:36
03:37
03:38
03:38
03:38
03:38

03:38
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CHILDREN should be en-
couraged to talk about
their feelings and seek
help when needed, says Tan
Lean Kee, wife of Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow.

Tan, who is Befrienders Pen-
ang patron, said children need
to understand that it is normal
to experience different emo-
tions, including fear, sadness,
loneliness and worry, and that
they should not keep such feel-
ings to themselves.

“It takes courage to say, l am
not okay'. It takes courage to say,
I am afraid’. It takes courage to
say, 'l need someone to help me'.

“We must teach our chil-
dren that asking for help is not
a sign of weakness. It is a sign
of courage, self-awareness and
strength,” she said during the
launch of the story book “Coco
the Floating Coconut” recently.

The event was attended by

STUDENTS must embrace
technological advancements
while remaining grounded
in strong values, says Yang di-
Pertua Negeri Tun Ramli Ngah
Talib.

Tun Ramli, accompanied
by his consort Toh Puan Raja
Noora Ashikin Raja Abdullah,
said this in his speech at Pen-
ang Free School's (PFS) 210th
anniversary prize-giving cer-
emony recently.

“For 210 years, this school
has witnessed the evolution of
the nation, gone through vari-
ous phases of change and nur-
tured generations of students
who have gone on to contrib-
ute to society,” he said.

On the theme of the an-
niversary celebration, which
focused on digital transforma-
tion and empowering future
generations, Tun Ramli urged
students to make meaningful
\_

Encouragl
kids to
speakup
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People’s Health & Emotional
Wellbeing (PHEW!) founder
Constance Luk, Mohd Firdaus, a
representative of Bukit Bendera
MP Syerleena Abd Rashid, rep-
resentatives from Befrienders
Penang, teachers, parents and
community partners.

Tan said the children’s sto-
ry book carries an important
message about emotional
well-being, kindness and the
importance of reaching out for
support during difficult times.

use of technology.

“Technology can open new
opportunities and broaden
our horizons, but the human
values that guide how we use
it remain important,” he said.

Following the speeches, Tun
Ramli and other guests pre-
sented certificates and awards
to students from Form One
through Upper Six in recogni-
tion of their achievements.

PFS principal Mohd
Mukhrizam Mohd Mokhtar
thanked and expressed his ap-
preciation to former students
and alumni for their dedica-
tion in making the ceremony
a success, adding such efforts
helped strengthen the bond
between the school and its
alumni.

PFS Foundation president
Ivan Ooi Jieun Vei said the
world faced by students today
was vastly different from that

(Seated, front row, from left) Firdaus, Tan and Luk and those at the event in a group photo-

graph.

Drawing a connection be-
tween the book and the work
of Befrienders Penang, she
said the organisation has long
provided a safe and compas-
sionate space for individuals
facing emotional challenges.

“Sometimes, being heard
can make all the difference.

“Befrienders does not tell
people that they must face
their problems alone. Instead,
it creates a safe and compas-
sionate space where people
can talk, share their feelings
and know that someone is will-
ing to listen,” she said.

Tan also stressed the impor-
tance of teaching children not
only to be successful and inde-
pendent, but also to be kind,

compassionate and emotion-
ally aware.

“We must teach them to no-
tice, when a friend is quiet, to
ask, ‘Are you okay?" and, most
importantly, to listen without
judging,” she added.

She praised the decision
to convey these messages
through a children’s story
book, saying stories can help
start conversations that may
otherwise be difficult for chil-
dren and adults to have.

Meanwhile, Luk said the
book was created to help chil-
dren better understand and
express their emotions from
an early age.

She said emotional well-be-
ing is just as important as phys-

PFS students urged to embrace technology, values
%PA % L!
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Tun Ramli belng glven a warm welcome as he arrives for the

school's prize giving ceremony.

experienced by previous gen-
erations.

“Artificial intelligence, robot-
ics, data science and digital
technologies are transforming
education and the workplace.

While we must preserve the tra-
ditions and character that make
Penang Free School unique, we
must equally ensure that the
next generation is equipped for
the future,” he said.

ical health, yet conversations
about feelings and mental
health are often overlooked, es-
pecially among young children.

“Children experience a wide
range of emotions every day, but
they may not always have the
words to explain how they feel.

“Through Coco’'s journey,
we hope to create opportuni-
ties for children, parents and
educators to talk openly about
emotions and build a healthier
understanding of mental well-
being,” she said.

For more information about
“Coco the Floating Coconut”,
visit the official website at bit.
ly/CocotheFloatingCoconut or
follow Luk on Instagram at @
iamconstancekay.

Haavinesh: 210th anniver-
sary a testament to school's
enduring legacy.

School captainV.Haavinesh
described the 210th anniver-
sary as a testament to the
institution's enduring legacy
of excellence, tradition and
character-building.

“Generations of students have
benefited from the school’s val-
uesand culture,” he said.

Also present was former
school representative  Prof
Danny Quah.
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ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

n07sungaipuyu@gmail.com

$T) 04- 3137987
H) 012 - 248 5938

kumar.har n35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Chee Yeeh Keen
cheeyeehkeen@gmail.com

m 018 -388 6317

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Dato’ Azrul Mahathir Aziz
m ri m@gmail.com

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976

e
=
=
—
C—

_.iﬁ..
Pertandingan Melukis Poster - 4/2026

——

=

Terma & Syarat Peraduan:

@uass  @PENANG

. Penyertaan dibuka dari 10ktober 2026 hingge 31 Disember 2026,

. Paserte mestilsh berumur 13 tehun dan ke atas.

. Bebas menggunakan sebarang jenis bahan mewarna.

5. Lukisan grahk dan adaptazi menggunakan komputer adalah tidak dibenarkan,

1
2
3
4, Saiz kertas lukisan adalah A% (29.7 cm x 42 em)
-
B. Lukizan dan idea adalah hasil ciptaan sendiri.

7

. Karya perlu bertemakan "Penang Kita Punya, We % Penang'.
Diwajibkan untuk sertakan logo Penang2030 dan Buletin Mutiara dalam karya.

B. Borang butiran peribadi peserta periu ditampal di bahagian balakang karya.

9. Penyertaan ahli keluarga terdekat barizan penganjur adalah tidak sah,

Tarikh peraduan: 1 Oktobe

Nama:

R !

Kad Pengenalan:

Alamat:

No. Telefon : (Rumah)

r 2026 - 31 Dise

N.26 PADANG KOTA N.09 BAGAN DALAM N.01 PENAGA )
YAB Chow Kon Yeow m 04-2260218 YB Kumaran Krishnan @ Calvin m 04-313 1002 YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah (T)
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 226 0218 bagandalamn09@gmail.com F
N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
N.37 BATU MAUNG N.13 BERAPIT YB Bukhori Ghazali M
YB Dato’ Dr. Mohamad Abdul Hamid m 04 - 626 1442 Mol B0 oo EB 81] '5%308(5)%9
mohdhamid@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 626 1442 Lerapiredappg.ord - véoc‘ PEIéAgALAtg(}lIBERANGAN
D SO RERA M T tbn ko toon. 2o T) 013 - 399 0519 i i
A _ ee al Loon =
e e e ngaovmy | M0 B3 || MeBagmaicom o ssTa’ | [wossuneaoua 0 0
%‘Z; oo LT 'TEN(L;AH T) 04 - 507 5001
N.15 PADANG LALANG 00i Hsiao-Leung - N.06 TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Gooi Zé@Sen (T) 012 - 500 1571 gooihsiaocleung@penang.gov.my SF% 04 - 507 5001 YB°szi9\|ong M
gooizisen@penang.gov.my.
N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
N.16 PERAI HEDe ! Z?(gol EB 04 - 262 0862 N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
z ) . . - .
Y6 Dato’ Seri Sundarcjoo A/L Somu (T) 04 - 397 3600 Iahmizainofbpenang.gov.my VBTN M
X o gmail. I
nlé.kadunperai@gmai.com eI . (T) 04 - 829 0614 N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
N.19 JAWI dagalrQUf’h@;mO”Com YB Amir Haomzah Abdul Hashim (T)
YB H'ng Mooi Lye T) 04 - 594 1163
i i N.24 KEBUN BUNGA N.12 PENANTI
nl2dunjawi@gmail.com H Ohm Sl YEleeBoonteng (T) 011 -2773 6684 | | YB Zulkefii Bakar m
leeboonheng24@gmail.com
N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH ) N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
e ,RGSh'%' Bin I@é‘o‘ , m 04 - 593 2408 N.25 PULAU TIKUS YB Abidin Ismail m
D215gachenpPgmai.com YB Woo Sze Zeng (H) 016 -417 2548
N.22 TANJONG BUNGA Joshuawooszagmal.com N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Zairil Khir Johari m 04 - 818 3866 N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA YB Mohamad Shukor Zakariah m
tanjongbunga@bukitbendera.org F) 04 - 262 5952 YB Wcl><n Yﬁe,? %%mg ;’T:% 04 - 299 2574
pengKkalankota@dappg.org N.40 TELOK BAHANG
N.30 SUNGAI PINANG d b
vy : _ YB Muhamad Kasim (T)
e LL— (1) 84 626 6630 N.28 KOMTAR
* . YB Teh Lai Heng T) 016 - 270 6808
komfar@dappa.org F) 04 - 227 7068 NAMA No Tel/ No Faks
N.34 PAYA TERUBONG : .
YB Wong Hon Wai _ }T{ 04-826 1898 o LAl e e [P%T”% | G
wonghonwail973@gmail.com F YB Ong Ah Teong )94-289 4411 g%~
N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN ongahteong@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 280 4422
. J DAP PENANG HQ T) 04 - 228 8482
YB Goh Choon Aik m 04 - 650 5386 N.32 SERI DELIMA nan malaysia.or EF{ 04 -228 8514
gohchoonak@penang.gov.my i YB Tan Hooi Peng 0457 561
REIEE T, n32seridelima@gmail.com F PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-3970115
I/\Be?géunk Seri Reezal Merican Naina B yB‘?'? AIR E'?‘\lMS B o6 421 9143
; P oseph Ng Soon Siang -
dempusatkhidmattigmal.com airifamdap@gmail.com (1) 04 %5 9143
N.07 SUNGAI PUYU N.35 BATU UBAN
YB Phee Syn Tze YB Kumaresan A/L Aramugam

mber 2026

(Bimbit)

10. Hasil karya adalah hak milik penganjur.
1. Sebarang pertanyaan. sita hubungl 05-650 5704/5256. Emel:
12. Hantarkan semua penyeriaan ke:

FPertandingan Melukis Paster 472026

Tingkat 47 KOMTAR, 10503 Pulsu Pinang. (Pastikan semua butiran diisi dengan lengkap dan jelas).
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SENARAI NAMA AHLIMAJLIS SENARAIPEGAWAI-PEGAWAI PEMBANTU KEWNARGANEGARAAN PULAU PINANG

MBSP 2026
Nama Telefon
Bil. Nama Daerah Pejabat / Unit No. Telefon
MBSP 04 - 549 7555 Kewarganegaraan
ﬁgm%d Rizal Abd. 019 - 464 6696 1. Yeap Choon Keong Seberang Perai Penyelia 013 - 449 0366
Utara Bahagian
Anuar Yussoff 016 -461 6390 Kewarganegaraan
2. K. Velan Seberang Perai 018 -394 4537
Chang Kim Joo 016 - 436 9268 (Pegawai Pembantu) Selatan . )
Pejabat Bahagian
Chong Wei Hoong 012 - 484 9693 3. Joseph Tan Seberang Perai Kewa;garfgaiza%glﬁ?:;{nang, 012 - 470 3880
(Pegawai Pembantu) Tengah ingkat 44,
Ratuk Mohd Noor 019 -4731172 4. | K. Dasirani Timur Laut N. Vasanthakumari 012 - 412 2375
(Pegawai Pembantu) (Pembantu Tadbir)
T 04 - 650 5105
SD(;:;LUK Mohd Zaidi Hali 019 - 431 3333 5. Alice Ay Yap See Barat Daya 011-5313 6188

(Pegawai Pembantu)

Hasrul Husin 010-379 7729 Not

ota:

Orang awam dipohon menghubungi Pegawai-Pegawai Pembantu Kewarganegaraan untuk menetapkan temujanji masing-masing.
femg e Shlvem OG- 22 SENARAI NAMA AHLI MAJLIS [ | |
MBPP 2026 e e e e .

Lim Chee Chien 012 - 521 9894 Nama Telefon E D ITO R I A I.

MBPP 04 - 259 2020 Editors :
Lim Eng Nam 016 - 411 4400 Ong Kok Hoay (English)

Alan Lim Wei Lun

017 - 343 3995

Linda Ng Kerh Wei

011-11448393

Chan Soon Aun

012 - 4850728

Dato’ Haji Abdul Razak Abdul 012 - 464 6277
Rahman
David Chen Wooi Teong 012-492 1114

Linggeswaran a/l 013 - 419 9071
Charmar
Muhamad Suzuki 011-1119 4419

Ahmad

Deenadayalan a/l Kandiah

019 - 473 9895

Ngoh Cheng Hai

017 -979 0933

Dr. Mohd Suhairi Arumugam
Abdullah

016 - 521 3369

Foo Yu Keong 012 - 455 0074
Haji Mohamed Yusoff 019-4138114
Mohamed Noor

Koay Gaik Kee 016 - 447 5088

Lee Seng Hwai

016 - 440 6798

Lee Wei Seang

012 - 452 8305

Manimaran a/l Samba Sivam

016 - 438 3437

Mohamad Khairani Abdul
Shukor

019 - 594 4533

Ooi Yong Wooi 016 -421 1196
Ponnudurai a/I 012 - 423 3578
V Anthony Srinvasagam

Predeeb Kumar a/l 016 - 498 5421
Kalidass

Tan Chee Teong 012-4017718
Teh Chuann Yien 010 - 441 7749

Mohd Aidil Fitri lbrahim

019 - 443 2088

Muhammad Khairul Mohd Ali

012 - 542 0520

Yeoh Kim Kim

012 - 428 6438

Muhamad Nayim Othuman
Mydin

017 - 465 4947

Muhammad Adzlan Adzhar

017 - 3350030

Ooi Mei Mei 011 - 1443 8734
Rohaizat Hamid 019 -5100075
Tan May Peng 016 - 461 3511

Tan Soo Siang

012-4752453

Yoganragj Thever a/l 012 - 444 5675
Kathiravelu
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MAGINE going five hours
without checking your notifi-
cations!

That's exactly what 220 peo-
ple did at the Methodist Boys
School Penang during the re-
cent Offline 16 initiative.

After tucking their hand-
phones safely into white pouch-
es, they disconnected from the
web to reconnect with the real
world — proving that a little dig-
ital break is just what the doctor
ordered for mental wellness.

While the initiative is named
Offline 16 as some editions have
seen participants stay offline for
16 hours, this year's Penang edi-
tion was held for five hours with
the theme “Play like the Good
Old Days".

Now in its 12th edition, Offline
16 has attracted 2155 partici-
pants and clocked a cumulative
64 offline hours.

Air ltam assemblyman Jo-
seph Ng, who officiated the
event, said before the days of
WiFi, smartphones, TikTok and
social media, young people
simply went outside to play
with friends, run around, laugh
together and create memories.

He then asked the attendees
whether they could remember
the last time they went for a few
hours without touching their
phones.

“Today, our phones help us
stay connected to the world.
But sometimes, while we are
becoming more connected on-
line, we may be becoming less

connected to the people sitting
beside us. That is why initiatives
like Offline 16 are meaningful,”
he said.

Ng encouraged participants
to look up from their screens,
talk with one another, play to-
gether, laugh together and,

most importantly, be present in
the moment.
He highlighted that good

(From left) Lim, Ng, Beh, Chai and Tay slipping their handphones into the pouches before tak-
ing part in the Offline 16 programme.

Smiling faces at the Offline 16 event, holding the signature
white pouches used to safely lock away their digital distrac-
tions for a morning of real-world connection.

health is not only about be-
ing physically healthy, but that
mental well-being, emotional
health and social connections
were equally important.

He hoped that through the
various activities lined up, par-
ticipants would laugh louder
and rediscover the child within

them.

‘Let us take home new
memories, more laughter and
stronger connections with the
people around us. And most
importantly, let's enjoy the good
old days together!” he said.

Ng commended Vita Health,
together with Tropicana Cor-

poration, CARING Pharma-
cy, Georgetown Pharmacy,
Wellings Pharmacy and all the
supporting partners for coming
together to promote a healthier,
happier and more meaningful
lifestyle.

Among those present were
Vita Life Sciences (Malaysia &
Singapore) chief executive offi-
cer Dr KS Beh, Tropicana Group
Corporate Communications se-
nior general manager Serena
Lim, Penang State Sports Coun-
cil (MSNPP) director Harry Chai
Heng Hua, BIG CARING Group
Health & Rehab business unit
director Tay Li Yen and Penang
State Sports Council IMPACT
Committee chairman and Pen-
ang Chess Association presi-
dent See Swee Sie.

Beh started the Offline 16
initiative after experiencing “a
bit of a peaceful moment” on a
flight home from Dubai while
her phone was on flight mode.

She said in the days before
YouTube, Facebook and Insta-
gram, young people would play
“pakuli” (marbles) or simply go
to the field and run around, and
would feel happy.

“People are now so hooked

Organisers, sponsors, and participants celebrate a successful five hours of real-world connection, proving that the best notifica-
tions come from the people right in front of us.

on their phones or cameras.
When they are at a café, they
don't really talk to the people at
the same table.

“You see families in a restau-
rant or café, with the children
busy looking at their phones
and the parents busy talking
on the phone, texting or even
watching YouTube, while their
mother or grandmother sits
alone, very lonely.

“That is why Offline 16 is here
to tell you to put down your
phone - let's look at each other
eye to eye. We only restrict it to
such a small crowd because we
want you to really enjoy the mo-
ments together with people.
Share the love with the people
around you and be more car-
ing,” she said.

Lim said Tropicana was
proud to be part of the mean-
ingful journey that brought
communities together while
supporting healthier and more
connected lifestyles.

“What began as a simple
idea has grown into what we
believe is Malaysia's largest
offline  wellness movement.
These numbers represent more
than 2,000 people choosing to
pause, choosing to talk, choos-
ing to laugh, choosing to move,
choosing to spend meaningful
time with family, friends and
even new people they have just
met.

“As a community builder, we
believe we have a responsibil-
ity to help create stronger rela-
tionships and more connected
communities,” she said.

A group of young wushu ex-
ponents then gave a skilful per-
formance before various games
and classic trishaw rides began,
allowing participants to play
and enjoy themselves like in the
good old days.
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HERE is a popular say-

I ing that “you can't teach

an old dog new tricks,”
but origami aircraft creator Ee
Choo Teck has set out to prove
it wrong.

The 90-year-old former
teacher has dedicated his re-
tirement to mastering his art
of creating detailed aircraft
models through the simple
task of folding paper, and now
has over two decades of ex-
perience and 600 original de-
signs under his belt.

These are not the simple pa-
per darts from school days, but
realistic fighter jet models.

As Ee himself puts it: “These
are not ordinary paper planes.
Children may see them as
toys, but | see them as decora-
tive art pieces. Some can still
fly, but they are meant to be
displayed and appreciated.”

Ee's interest in paper air-
craft was first sparked in 1999
while staying in Singapore to
help take care of his grand-
children.

While there, he visited an
aircraft exhibition organised
by Singapore's  Education
Ministry.

“When | first saw the air-
craft exhibition, | was fasci-
nated. After | returned home,
| kept trying and experiment-

i o

A soaring passion

Morethan

Lo 500,000~

A collage highlighting Ee's achievements, including folding
more than 500,000 paper planes in 15 years.

ing with paper aircraft de-
signs until | eventually created
my own models,” he said dur-
ing an interview at Penang
Retirement Resort recently.

This spark led to a flaming
passion for aircraft design,
which hasn't been extin-
guished to this day.

Ee, who hails from Yong
Peng,Johor,movedto Penang
atthe age of 65 and worked as
a temporary teacher at SIK(C)
Kwang Hwa, where he intro-
duced paper aircraft making
to his students.

“My colleagues told me |
should sell them, but | said
no. To me, they were just toys
and |l didn't think they had any
commercial value,” he hum-

bly recalled.

However, they managed
to convince him to contrib-
ute them to charity sales, and
from there he gained serious
attention for his work, as his
skill was immediately appar-
ent to anyone who saw it.

The growing interest soon
attracted media attention,
with newspapers and other
media organisations featur-
ing his work.

After leaving SJK(C) Kwang
Hwa, Ee continued teaching
at several schools, including
Chung Ling High School, while
continuing to share his know-
how with students and staff.

When he retired at 70, Ee
began showcasing his cre-

)
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Yippeee, my paper airplane can fly!

ations in cultural and com-
munity events over the next
18 years, including the former
Upper Penang Road Cultural
Market.

Ee later operated a stall in
Armenian Street, where his
paper aircraft became popu-
lar among local visitors and
tourists from across the world.

A particularly memorable
experience for him was when
a Thai tourist visited, and was
completely taken by the craft.

“He liked my paper aircraft so
much that he stayed in Penang
for another two days and came
to my house to learn. Later, his
family invited me to Thailand to
teach students and teachers at
a school there,” he said.

Ee's designs have evolved
over time with his increasing
mastery in his craft.

Learning from over 600 de-
signs, he has gone from simple

A collection of a few of Ee’s colourful paper airplanes laid out on a table and some of the tools of his trade (right).

planes to detailed models in-
spired by real aircraft.

His work has been featured
at many exhibitions and charity
events, including at the Penang
International Trade and Exhibi-
tion Centre, where proceeds
were donated to a school for
children with disabilities.

Ee no longer conducts formal
classes, but he is still more than
happy to share his skills with
anyone interested in learning.

He discarded most of his de-
signs when he moved into the
senior citizens' home, but Ee
continues designing new mod-
els to make up for it.

More than two decades after
folding his first paper aircraft,
Ee remains dedicated to a craft
that has become a defining
part of his life.

He has not only learned new
tricks, but continues to master
them.
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TALENTED  storyteller
Afrom Penang, Yashica
Vijayakumar, recently

had her skills recognised when
she won first prize at the Grand
International Talent Festival in
Beijing, China.

In the finals, where she was
up against participants from
Thailand, Indonesia, Singapore,
China, India, and Vietnam, she
performed “The Lion Who Lost
His Roar".

While the lion may have lost
his roar, Yashica has now been
recognised for her powerful voice.

She received an RMBI1,000
(about RM700) cash prize and
the popularity award, which she
won through a Facebook poll
voted on by the general public.

The 12-year-old girl also won
the gold award in the festival's
preliminary round back in early
June, in Genting Highlands,
under the Speech Perfor-
mance Storytelling category

The medals, trophies and cer-
tificates Yashica has won over
the years in various competi-
tions.

for the 11-12 age group.

She has competed in several
competitions since Year Two in
school, and this year has been
her biggest achievement so far,
after securing second runner-
up at the district-level STEM tal-
ent show and participating in
the Central Seberang Perai Dis-
trict Storytelling Competition.

Now, Yashica has gone on to
compete internationally, which
she says requires more effort
than local competitions.

As a student at SK Convent
Bukit Mertajam, she also de-
scribed what it is like to balance
her studies with competitions.

“| study for one and a half
hours, an hour maximum pre-
paring for any competition,
then | have my free time to
play, study again, and before |
gotosleep, | practise one more
time,” Yashica told Buletin Mu-
tiara during an exclusive inter-
view at her home in Simpang
Ampat.

When asked for advice for
children interested in public
speaking, the young lion re-
flected on how she was initially
shy behind the microphone
but gradually gained courage

Yashica (cen-
tre) with the
judgeson
stage, holding
the RMB1,000
cheque. .

through participating in more
competitions.

“I would like to tell them to
try before they are afraid. Try at
least one competition.

“The important lesson is
you should have confidence in
yourself, always trust yourself,
and do not give up,” she said.

Her mother, Latha Parda-
pan, said her daughter's talent
came entirely from her passion
for storytelling.

“Storytelling is her passion.
| know when she goes up on
that stage, she will transform

herself; thus there is no pres-
sure, just passion,” Latha said.

Besides storytelling, Yashica
also participated in the Kedah
ITF — MTF Closed Taekwon-do
Championship 2026, district-
level uniformed body march-
ing competition (TKRS), and
the Kids Contest and Talent
Show 2025 in conjunction with
Columbia Asia Kawan Anda
Day, among others.

Yashica is just one example
of the many bright young
sparks who will ensure Pen-
ang's future.

THE Penang Fire and Rescue
Department (JBPM) emerged
as a big winner at the recent
KPKT Minister's  Innovation
Competition.

The department won first
prize and RM5,000 for its Check
Point Tracker, developed by the
Bukit Mertajam Fire and Res-
cue Station, while the Water
Curtain Adapter (Wacad), de-
veloped by the Sungai Bakap
Fire and Rescue Station, took
second prize and RM3,000.

At the state Fire and Res-
cue Department headquar-
ters in Batu Kawan, firefighters
showcased the two innova-
tions, which were developed
to enhance search-and-rescue
operations and improve safety
when tackling fires involving
large flames.

The Check Point Tracker
is an application designed to
help hikers navigate trekking
routes and hills.

Inthe event a hiker goes miss-

Penang Fire and Rescue teams take top two prizes

RMS5,000
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Penang Fire and Rescue Department personnel displaying
their innovations, along with two mock cheques, trophies and

certificates.

ing, the system can alert the
nearest Fire and Rescue Depart-
ment team and help rescuers
identify the person’s location.
The innovation was devel-
oped following statistics show-
ing that 21 people were report-

ed missing in forests in Penang
last year, including tourists from
Europe, Asia and Australia.

This year, another 13 peo-
ple have been reported miss-
ing so far.

State JBPM director Senior

Assistant  Commissioner Mo-
hamad Shoki Hamzah said
the system had made search-
and-rescue operations more
efficient by reducing the time
and resources needed to locate
missing hikers.

“Using a lot of energy and
resources, including helicop-
ters, can be costly and require a
large rescue team.

“Because we do not know
where the victim is, this tool
allows us to immediately iden-
tify the victim'’s location and go
straight to the point,” Moham-
ad Shoki said.

He also advised hikers who
lose cellular connectivity while
trekking to download the of-
fline map integrated into the
system.

This would allow them to lo-
cate nearby designated check-
points, which could then be

used by rescuers to locate them
more easily.

Meanwhile, Wacad, devel-
oped by the Sungai Bakap Fire
and Rescue Station, is a special
device designed to help fire-
fighters tackle fires involving
large flames by creating a pro-
tective barrier between them
and the heat.

Using a standard water hose
at a higher water pressure of
seven, the device produces
a wall, or curtain, of water to
shield firefighters and mem-
bers of the public from the
spread of thefire.

Mohamad Shoki said fire-
fighters faced various danger-
ous situations in the course
of their duties, making it im-
portant for the department to
keep pace with technological
developments and continuous-
ly explore innovative solutions.
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