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future when Chief Minister Chow Kon

Yeow officially opened the Silicon Is-
land Experience Centre recently.

This marks a massive step forward
for the 2,300-acre project, which has
already seen 500 acres successfully re-
claimed since September 2023.

Far more than just a reclamation
project, Silicon Island is set to be a
50-year economic powerhouse for
Penang, driving high-value invest-
ments and boosting the state’s thriv-
ing E&E and semiconductor hubs in
Bayan Lepas.

“Fifty years ago, Penang took a bold
leap into semiconductors. Today, Sili-
con Island marks our next chapter of
ambition, creating new room for high-
value technology, advanced packag-
ing, research and development (R&D),
and Al-driven innovation,” Chow said in
his speech.

He added the development would
feature an integrated ecosystem com-
prising high-tech industrial areas,
residential and commercial develop-
ments, and green spaces, including a
700-acre Green Tech Park, in line with
the state's Penang2030 vision.

Chow added that sustainability
remained a key priority, with Silicon
Island holding five-diamond ac-
creditation under the Low Carbon
Cities framework and targeting a
45% reduction in carbon emissions
compared with conventional urban
development.

The state government would also
continue supporting affected local
communities, particularly fishermen,
through livelihood assistance, skills
training, financial aid and educational
opportunities, alongside coastal and
marine conservation efforts.

Chow also said Silicon Island was
projected to contribute significantly to

I T was a huge milestone for Penang's

SILICON ISLAND

Come, see it,ana
build
Penang's
future with us
- Chow

(inviting international
partners and investors
to explore the develop-

ment’s potential).

o

the national gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) and generate more than
220,000 jobs across high-tech indus-
tries, the creative economy and mod-
ern services.

Reflecting on the project’s journey,

CENTREUNVEILED

EXPERIENCE
CENTRE

(From left) Yeap, Muhammad Ghaddaffi, Faizal, Wong, Farizan, Szeto, Mo-

hamed, Chow, Zairil, Rashidi, Zairi, Azmi and Tan posing for a group photo-
graph at the launch of the Silicon Island Experience Centre.

Chow described the latest milestone
as a proud moment for everyone, re-
calling the environmental, social and
legal challenges encountered along
the way.

He said the state remained commit-
ted to the project because of its poten-
tial benefits not only for Penang but
also for the country.

Chow also shared that this was his
first time travelling to Silicon Island by
car, having previously visited the site
several times by boat.

“With the opening of the Silicon Is-
land Experience Centre, our doors are
now open. Come, see it, and build Pen-
ang's future with us," he said, inviting
international partners and investors to
explore the development's potential.

Meanwhile, state Infrastructure,
Transport and Digital Committee
chairman Zairil Khir Johari said the ex-
perience centre would bridge the gap
between the project's master plan and
its physical development, providing
investors, industry leaders, local stake-
holders and the public with clear and
transparent information.

He said the facility brought to-
gether the project's long-term vi-
sion, infrastructure plans and pub-
lic mobility framework, allowing
visitors to better understand how
its industrial, residential, commer-
cial and recreational components
would be integrated.
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70-YEAR wait is finally
coming to an end for
the community of Kam-

pung Manis in Perai.

Moving a major step closer
to better living conditions, 174
residents have signed consent
agreements with the Railway
Asset Corporation (RAC) and
the Penang Housing Board
(LPNPP) on a redevelopment
project for the area.

Under the agreed terms of the
project, residents will vacate their
current premises and transition
into brand-new homes through
the state's Rumah Mutiaraku
(RMKu) housing initiative.

This successful joint effort
by the Penang government
and RAC marks a historic turn-
ing point, replacing decades
of housing insecurity with a
structured, bright future for the
neighborhood.

The proposed RMKu devel-
opment will be undertaken
on RAC-owned land covering
parts of Lots 286, 65 and 67
in Bandar Perai, Central Se-
berang Perai district, spanning
a total of 3.970 acres.

The consent documentswere
presented at a special ceremony
at the Chai Leng Park multipur-
pose hall in Perai recently.

Also present were Chief Min-
ister Chow Kon Yeow, Penang
Housing and Environment
Committee chairman Datuk Seri
Sundarajoo Somu, Seberang Pe-
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Chow, together with Azhar (in light blue Iong-sleeved shirt), Sundarajoo (in white long-sleeved shirt), and Tee (standing behind
Chow), celebrating with the delighted residents after the document handover ceremony.

rai City Council (MBSP) council-
lor Rachel Teh ChuannYien, RAC
chief executive officer Datuk
Azhar Ahmad, LPNPP general
manager Khairulnizam Hashim,
Central Seberang Perai district
officer Datuk Kamarul Haizal
Koderat, Kerjaya Prospek Group
Bhd executive director Datuk
Tee Eng Ho and Aspen Group
managing director Anilrasu Am-
aranazan.

In his speech, Sundarajoo de-
scribed the occasion as a histor-
ic moment for Kampung Manis
residents, who had waited 70
years for a resolution to their
housing situation.

He said the initiative would
provide affected families with
new homes free of charge, with
the replacement units offering
more space than the typical
replacement housing provided
under similar schemes.

“These are not ordinary

homes. Usually, replacement
homes provided under such
schemes are low-cost units
measuring 650 sq ft.

“But for Kampung Manis, the
replacement units will measure
850 sq ft," he said.

For Kampung Manis prop-
erty owners who have historical
ties to the settlement but are
not permanent residents, the
state government would offer
similar units at RM150,000 un-
der a rent-to-own scheme.

Sundarajoo said the appoint-
ed developer was expected to
begin construction towards the
end of this year or early next year,
subject to the necessary approv-
als for the development plans.

He added that a ground-
breaking ceremony would be
held once preparations were
completed, with Chow expect-
ed to officiate the event.

In another welcome devel-

opment, Sundarajoo said resi-
dents required to temporarily
vacate the site during construc-
tion would receive RM700 in
monthly rental assistance from
the developer until their new
homes were completed.

“This is to ensure construc-
tion proceeds smoothly and to
prevent accidents or other un-
toward incidents,” he said, add-
ing the project was expected to
take approximately 24 months
from the date the development
plans were approved.

Meanwhile, Chow expressed
his appreciation to all parties in-
volved in turning the redevelop-
ment project into reality.

He noted that the parties
had signed a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) and a
Memorandum of Agreement
(MoA) on Nov T1, 2024, before
spending nearly two years re-
solving outstanding issues and

securing a developer to under-
take the project.

“Since Nov 11, 2024, when we
witnessed the signing of the
MoU and MoA, we have waited
almost two years to resolve all
the outstanding issues.

“Now, we have secured a
developer to implement the
project, and all the details con-
cerning the agreement, the
letters of offer for the rent-to-
own scheme, and the RM700
monthly rental assistance dur-
ing construction have been
communicated to the Kam-
pung Manis residents,” he said.

The Kampung Manis redevel-
opment project is a mixed-use
development named Rivanis.

Under the relocation arrange-
ment, 174 households will each
receive an 850 sq ft replacement
unit valued at approximately
RM400,000, in exchange for
their existing homes.

PENANG's tourism connectiv-
ity with China received a boost
recently with the launch of a di-
rect air route to Haikou..

This move opens up further
opportunities for tourism, trade
and economic cooperation be-
tween the two destinations.

State Tourism and Creative
Economy Committee chair-
man Wong Hon Wai said the
new route, operated by Hainan
Airlines, made Haikou the ninth
city in China with scheduled di-
rect flights to Penang.

“The launch of the Haikou-
Penang route extends Pen-
ang's air connectivity to Hain-
an, China's southernmost
province, further strength-
ening links between Penang
and South China," he said ina
statement.

Wong said China was cur-

Direct Haikou fllghts to boost tourlsm trade ties

rently Penang's second-largest
tourism source market, with
considerable potential for fur-
ther growth.

The inaugural flight, HU477,
departed Haikou Meilan Inter-
national Airport at 530pm on
Oct M and arrived at Penang
International Airport at 8.28pm
the same day, bringing 110 pas-
sengers to Penang.

The return flight, HU478, de-
parted Penang at 945pm and
arrived in Haikou at Tam the fol-
lowing day.

The route operates twice
weekly, on Wednesdays and
Sundays.

Beyond tourism, Wong said
both destinations could le-
verage their complementary
economic strengths to explore

(Seated, third from left) Wong, Komtar assemblyman Teh Lai Heng, Bagan Jermal assembly-
man Chee Yeeh Keen, and representatives from various associations at the welcome reception
for the inaugural direct flight from Haikou to Penang.

new areas of trade and indus-
trial collaboration.

“The Hainan Free Trade Port
is an important platform for
China's opening-up. Penang,
meanwhile, is a major elec-
tronics manufacturing centre,
semiconductor hub and re-

gional logistics gateway in Ma-
laysia,” he said.

“The Penang government
will continue to work closely
with airlines to expand interna-
tional routes serving Penang
and enhance the state's air
connectivity and accessibility.

“More  importantly, we
must plan and prepare for
the increased capacity and
long-term development op-
portunities that will follow the
completion of the Penang In-
ternational Airport expansion
project,” he added.
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77% complete

HE new RMT17.79 million
I barrage project at Rantau
Panjang in Sungai Muda

is roughly 77% complete.

“Upon completion, it is set to
significantly bolster raw water
supply security for both Pen-
ang and Kedah," Chief Minister
Chow Kon Yeow said.

Implemented by the Energy
Transition and Water Transfor-
mation Ministry, the project in-
volves replacing the existing bar-
rage on the Penang side with a
new structure engineered to be
about 300mm higher.

Speaking to Buletin Mutiara
during a site visit in North Se-
berang Perai, Chow said the en-
hanced barrage will optimise
water storage, especially during
dry seasons.

“This ensures a reliable vol-
ume of water can be channeled
upstream for critical water treat-
ment abstraction and agricultur-
al irrigation across both states.”

Chow said Sungai Muda was
an important source of raw wa-
ter for both states, making the
project crucial to ensuring long-
term water supply security.

He said raising the water lev-
el was important to improving
raw water intake capacity, re-
ducing the loss of potential wa-
ter resources and strengthen-
ing the resilience of the water
supply system in the long term.

"The ministry is also studying
several other potential projects
to ensure a sustainable and se-
cure water supply for Penang
and Kedah," he added.

He said the project was
ahead of schedule and was
expected to be completed by
mid-2027, about six months
earlier than originally planned.

Chow said the Penang gov-
ernment had long been aware
that the project formed part
of the related works under the
Mengkuang Dam expansion
project.

“There are other compo-
nents and projects that need
to be implemented as well,
and we hope all of them can be
completed to achieve our ob-
jective of ensuring water supply
security for both Penang and
Kedah,” he said.

Chow also emphasised that
the initiative also supported the
Penang2030 vision of building
a greener and smarter state
while ensuring that basic infra-
structure continued to support
the people’s well-being and the
state's economic growth.

“l would like to express my
appreciation to the ministry for
funding this project, as well as to
the consultants and contractors
involved in delivering the project
ahead of schedule,” he said.

Earlier, Chow was briefed by
officials from the relevant au-
thorities on the project’s prog-
ress, scope of work and imple-
mentation, including efforts to
strengthen raw water intake
capacity and ensure a more re-
liable water supply for Penang
and Kedah.

Also present were Deputy
State Secretary (Development)
Datuk Mohamed Abdul Rah-
man, Water Regulatory Division
secretary Najwa Juaini Azmi,
the ministry's Water Supply
Department Project Design
and Management Division di-
rector Nor Halim Aludin and
Penang Water Supply Corpora-
tion (PBAPP) chief executive of-
ficer Datuk K. Pathmanathan.
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Work in progress at the Sungai Muda site.
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The discussion on the ongoing progress of the barrage project in Sur;gai Muda involving Chow

and other state officials.
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Vital role of Pan Is

« From Pgl

Zairil also highlighted the
importance of the Pan Island
Link 2A (PIL2A) project, particu-
larly the bridge connecting Per-
matang Damar Laut directly to
Silicon Island, as a key compo-
nent of the development's con-
nectivity and logistics network.

Following a recent working
visit to the PIL2A construction
site, he said the project was
progressing well, with the foun-
dations of Silicon Island's trans-
port network taking shape.

He added that the develop-
ment was being planned with
sustainable transport networks,
intelligent traffic management
systems, integrated pedestrian
and cycling paths, and resilient
digital infrastructure.

Zairil stressed that the state
government would continue
working with Penang Infra-
structure Corporation Sdn Bhd
(PICSB), Silicon Island Devel-
opment Sdn Bhd and project
partners to uphold high stan-
dards of safety, environmental
monitoring and construction-
site management, while main-
taining dialogue with local
communities.

In his address, PICSB chief
executive officer Datuk Seri
Farizan Darussaid the 2,500-sg-
ft, single-storey Silicon Island
Experience Centre was com-
pleted within four months for
RM2.5 million.

He said the facility was de-
signed to transform complex
technical blueprints into an
interactive presentation of the
master plan, featuring an ad-
vanced LED scale model con-
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(From left) Zairi, Rashidi, Goh, Farizan, Chow, Zairil, Szeto, Wong
and Faizal touching the crystal ball to mark the launch of the
Silicon Island Experience Centre.

trolled through an iPad.

The model allows visitors
to explore the development’s
various components, includ-
ing the 700-acre Green Tech
Park, commercial and residen-
tial areas, more than 110km
of planned dedicated cycling
and pedestrian paths, and
402 acres of designated green
spaces, coastal parks and ma-
rine conservation zones.

Farizan said the centre
would serve as an authoritative
and regularly updated source
of information for government
agencies, investors, local com-
munities and the media as
construction progresses.

He also reported that the
RM420 million first phase of
PIL2A was progressing, with the
first section of the bridge target-
ed to open in December 2028
and the full project expected to
be completed in June 2029.

On community  support,
Farizan said more than RM30
million had been channelled
towards assistance for local fish-
ermen, including ex-gratia pay-

ments, boats and engines, and
improvements to modern fish-
ing facilities.

Also present were state
Trade, Entrepreneurial Devel-
opment and Rural Develop-
ment Committee chairman
Rashidi Zinol, state Tourism and
Creative Economy Committee
chairman Wong Hon Wai, state
Trade and National Unity Com-
mittee chairman Goh Choon
Aik, state Financial Officer Da-
tuk Zairi Mat, Deputy State
Secretary (Development) Da-
tuk Mohamed Abdul Rahman,
Silicon Island Development Sdn
Bhd (SIDSB) chief executive of-
ficer Datuk Szeto Wai Loong,
Malaysian Investment Develop-
ment Authority (Mida) invest-
ment promotion executive di-
rector Faizal Jalaludin, SRS TC
Sdn Bhd project director Julian
Yeap, Mida Penang director Mu-
hammad Ghaddaffi Sardar Mo-
hamed, SIDSB Corporate Com-
munications and Stakeholder
Management director Azmi
Mohamad and SIDSB deputy
project director Tan Jun Jing.
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cancer, knowing your body

can save your life.

In giving this reminder, Na-
tional Cancer Society of Malay-
sia (NCSM) Penang patron Tan
Lean Kee is encouraging all
women to check their breasts
regularly for any unusual
changes.

Tan, who is the wife of Chief
Minister Chow Kon Yeow, high-
lighted that key warning signs
include new lumps, changes to
the skin or nipple, or unexpect-
ed discharge.

She strongly urged women
not to delay care or wait until
they feel pain, reminding the
public that any unusual shift
warrants a quick visit to a doctor
for early, life-saving detection.

“As women, we often care for
our families, manage respon-
sibilities at work and look after
those around us.

‘Our own needs can eas-
ily come last. Today, | encour-
age you to make time for your
health and extend that same
care to women who may need
your support,” she said.

Tan was speaking before of-

IN the fight against breast

ficiating the recent “Pink Heart,
Strong Soul” event held in con-
junction with Breast Cancer
Awareness Month.

Also present were Court-
yard by Marriott Penang gen-
eral manager Yvonne Wan, Gle-
neagles Hospital Penang and
Island Hospital Penang chief
executive officer Lim Kooi Ling,
WomanBizSense  chairman
Mily Goh and Gleneagles Hos-
pital Penang representative Dr
Kirubakaran Malapan.

The event was jointly organ-
ised by Gleneagles Hospital
Penang, Courtyard by Marriott
Penang and WomanBizSense
to raise awareness of breast
cancer, encourage early detec-
tion and empower women to
take a more proactive approach
to their health.

The programme featured
sharing sessions led by special-
ist surgeons and healthcare
professionals, who provided
insights into breast cancer, its
early warning signs, the im-
portance of screening, and the
latest approaches to treatment
and care.

Participants also had the op-
portunity to explore wellness
booths, take part in interactive

Call to prioritise breast
health ot

(From left) Goh, Wan, Tan, Lim and Kirubakaran with the participants at the event held in con-
junction with Breast Cancer Awareness Month.

activities and connect with oth-
ers in an environment that en-
couraged knowledge-sharing,
mutual support and open con-
versations about breast health.

Tan said the occasion was
also an opportunity to honour
women living with breast can-
cer, survivors who had under-
gone treatment, and the fami-
lies and caregivers who stood
beside them throughout their
journeys.

“Every story is unique, every
journey matters.

“Everyone deserves compas-
sion, no one should face breast
cancer alone and should be sup-
ported throughout their journey.

“‘Our theme, ‘Pink Heart,
Strong Soul, reminds us that
strength can also mean asking
for help and accepting it when
it is offered,” she said.

She emphasised that the
message of Pink October
should extend beyond aware-
ness campaigns and serve as a
lasting reminder for women to
make their health a priority.

“Let the Pink October mes-
sage continue beyond today.

“Know your breasts, get
changes checked promptly and
follow the screening advice rec-
ommended for you,” she said.

Meanwhile, Lim said breast
cancer remained the most

common cancer among Wom-
en in Malaysia, underscoring
the need for greater awareness,
regular screening and timely
medical intervention.

“While awareness has im-
proved, we know that some
women still delay screening
or seeking medical attention,
whether due to fear, uncertain-
ty or simply putting their own
needs aside.

“That is why initiatives like
today's are important. We hope
the knowledge and conversa-
tions shared here will encour-
age more women to take that
first step towards looking after
their breast health,” she said.

BEHIND 2 casual "I'm fine" or
a quick smile, many students
are silently battling deep emo-
tional pain.

Befrienders Penang chair-
man Saras Pillay highlighted
this hidden struggle during
the recent Penang Youth Men-

tal Health Convention 2026

held in conjunction with
World Mental Health Day. 4

Speaking directly to
the students, Saras (pix)
reassured them that
feeling lost, sad, or emo-
tionally overwhelmed is
not a sign of weak- '
ness.

"If you are
feeling  this |
way, please
hear me: |
you are not |
broken, |
you are not
weak, and
you are not

alone" she said, emphasis-
ing that it is entirely normal to
struggle sometimes and that
support is always within reach.
Saras acknowledged that
student life, while often asso-
ciated with excitement and
opportunities, could also feel
like a pressure cooker, with
young people facing
numerous challenges
and expectations.
“Among these are
examination  stress,
¥ peer pressure, fear of
_ disappointing parents,
relationship
.. problemsand

. uncertainty
~about the
. future,”she
&
- said.
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‘It Is okay not to be okay’

es could become emotionally
exhausting, particularly when
students felt they had to cope
with everything on their own.

“This morning, we are here
to say something that is of-
ten left unsaid: it is okay not to
be okay,” she said, emphasis-
ing the importance of creat-
ing a supportive environment
where young people felt safe to
acknowledge their struggles.

Drawing on Befrienders
Penang's experience in sup-
porting people during their
most difficult moments, Saras
said many individuals felt over-
whelmed by expectations,
experienced loneliness even
when surrounded by friends,
or struggled to open up about
what was troubling them.

She stressed that having
someone willing to listen could

make a meaningful difference
to those experiencing emo-
tional distress.

“At Befrienders Penang, as
listening ears, we have actually
learned something very simple
yet very powerful.

‘When someone feels
heard, he or she begins to feel
hopeful,” she said.

Saras also acknowledged
that seeking professional
support or reaching out to a
helpline could be intimidating
for some students.

However, she urged them
not to let fear or uncertainty
prevent them from seeking
the support they need.

“Reaching out for help is
perfectly okay. It is a sign of
strength, a sign of courage and
a sign of recovery,” she said.

She also encouraged stu-

dents to look out for their
friends, offer support when
someone appeared to be
struggling and remember that
they did not have to face their
difficulties alone.

Saras reminded them that
even during their darkest mo-
ments, hope remained, and
there were people willing to lis-
ten without judging.

“There are people out there
who are willing to listen to
you. They are called the Be-
frienders,” she said.

Concluding her speech,
Saras urged the students to
recognise the importance of
their emotional well-being and
never dismiss their feelings or
struggles.

“Your feelings are valid. Your
struggles are real. And life mat-
ters,” she said.



Penangvaluesits heritage

sStory by K.H. Ong
=Pix by Siew Chia En

N a rapidly changing world,
IChief Minister Chow Kon

Yeow asserts that Penang
can achieve economic progress
without losing its soul.

Attending the Second State
Heritage Declaration Ceremo-
ny in George Town recently,
Chow reminded everyone that
the state’s heritage — ranging
from historic religious sites and
cultural landscapes to its iconic
street food and performing arts
—is a living asset that fuels lo-
cal tourism and the creative
economy.

"Penang is truly a unique 'liv-
ing museum," Chow said, not-
ing that preserving these ele-
ments shapes the state's very
face and future.

Heritage, he added, is less
about static history and more
about the active identity we
keep alive for the generations
to come.

At the ceremony, seven addi-
tional items of intangible cultur-
al heritage were declared State

NOVEMBER 16 — 30, 2026

Heritage, while six more sites
were designated Heritage Sites.
The seven items are the Teo-
ng Guan Phor Thor Festival, Bo-
ria, Ghazal Parti, Penang Bang-
sawan, Silat Pelaga: Siku 12,
Penang Dondang Sayang and
the Penang Hokkien dialect.
The six sites are Loo Pun
Hong Temple; the upper sta-
tion, lower station and funicular
railway tracks of Penang Hill;
Dato Koyah's Tomb; Thai Pak
Koong (Ng Suk) Temple in King
Street; the Fooi Chew Associa-
tion Building; and Kwangtung
and Tengchow No.1Cemetery.
Chow said the declarations
followed an earlier ceremony
held in Kampung Mengkuang
Titi, Central Seberang Perai, on
May 9, when 35 heritage items
and 15 sites were recognised.
He said the recognition of
heritage should extend beyond
George Town, as Seberang Pe-
rai also possessed its own his-
tory and cultural treasures that
deserved to be highlighted.
Chow said Penang's tourism
performance also demonstrat-
ed the potential of combining
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Some recipients of the intangible heritage items and heritage sites posing for a group photo-
graph with Chow (centre), Wong (fifth from left) and Zalena (fifth from right).

heritage, culture, gastronomy,
healthcare and community
experiences to strengthen its
appeal as an international des-
tination.

Meanwhile, state Tourism
and Creative Economy Com-
mittee chairman Wong Hon
Wai said the Office of the Pen-
ang State Heritage Commis-
sioner had, as of September
2026, declared 35 heritage
items, including 28 heritage
food items and seven other

items of intangible cultural her-
itage, while 15 sites had been
designated Heritage Sites.

With the latest declarations
and designations, Penang
now has 63 state-level heritage
items, comprising 28 heritage
food items, 14 other items of in-
tangible cultural heritage and
21 Heritage Sites.

Wong said the state gov-
ernment was continuing to
identify more cultural and
natural heritage treasures

with the potential to be rec-
ognised in the future.

“Our heritage is our iden-
tity," he said.

Also present at the cer-
emony were state Legal Ad-
viser Datuk Wan Nor Sakina
Saad, state Financial Officer
Datuk Zairi Mat Ali, National
Heritage Department direc-
tor-general Mohamad Muda
Bahadin and Penang State
Heritage commissioner Za-
lena Abdul Aziz.
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IDEAL BUSINESS HUB

@ PENANG TECHNOLOGY PARK
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utiliti
IDEAL

IDEAL BUSINESS HUB yang terletak di Penang
Technology Park @
pembangunan perindustrian premier yang direka
untuk memacu
pertumbuhan mampan. Projek ini merangkumi
88 unit kilang banglo, berkembar dan kluster
semi-D yang eksklusif.

Bertam merupakan

inovasi, kecekapan dan

Dengan susun atur ruang yang fleksibel, ia
menawarkan penyelesaian ideal untuk pelbagai
jenis perniagaan. Disokong dengan kemudahan
bertaraf industri serta ciri-ciri lestari,

BUSINESS

HUB menyediakan

persekitaran yang kondusif untuk perniagaan

4 berkembang dan mencapai kejayaan.

() +604 643 0988

WWW.PENANGTECHNOLOGYPARK.COM.MY
Mujur Sinarjaya Sdn. Bhd. 202101041592 (1441892-D)
71, Ideal @ The One, Jalan Mahsuri, Bayan Lepas, 11950 Penang, Malaysia.
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NOVEMBER 16 — 30, 2026

ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ADUN No Tel/ No Faks ADUN No Tel/ No Faks

n07sungaipuyu@gmail.com

$T) 04- 3137987
H) 012 - 248 5938

kumar.har n35@gmail.com

T) 04 - 668 1062
F) 04 - 668 1062

N.08 BAGAN JERMAL
YB Chee Yeeh Keen
cheeyeehkeen@gmail.com

m 018 -388 6317

N.38 BAYAN LEPAS
YB Dato’ Azrul Mahathir Aziz
m ri m@gmail.com

T) 04 - 649 3976
F) 04 - 649 3976

e
=
=
—
C—

_.iﬁ..
Pertandingan Melukis Poster - 4/2026

——

=

Terma & Syarat Peraduan:

@uass  @PENANG

. Penyertaan dibuka dari 10ktober 2026 hingge 31 Disember 2026,

. Paserte mestilsh berumur 13 tehun dan ke atas.

. Bebas menggunakan sebarang jenis bahan mewarna.

5. Lukisan grahk dan adaptazi menggunakan komputer adalah tidak dibenarkan,

1
2
3
4, Saiz kertas lukisan adalah A% (29.7 cm x 42 em)
-
B. Lukizan dan idea adalah hasil ciptaan sendiri.

7

. Karya perlu bertemakan "Penang Kita Punya, We % Penang'.
Diwajibkan untuk sertakan logo Penang2030 dan Buletin Mutiara dalam karya.

B. Borang butiran peribadi peserta periu ditampal di bahagian balakang karya.

9. Penyertaan ahli keluarga terdekat barizan penganjur adalah tidak sah,

Tarikh peraduan: 1 Oktobe

Nama:

R !

Kad Pengenalan:

Alamat:

No. Telefon : (Rumah)

r 2026 - 31 Dise

N.26 PADANG KOTA N.09 BAGAN DALAM N.01 PENAGA )
YAB Chow Kon Yeow m 04-2260218 YB Kumaran Krishnan @ Calvin m 04-313 1002 YB Ustaz Yusni Mat Piah (T)
chowkonyeow@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 226 0218 bagandalamn09@gmail.com F
N.03 PINANG TUNGGAL
N.37 BATU MAUNG N.13 BERAPIT YB Bukhori Ghazali M
YB Dato’ Dr. Mohamad Abdul Hamid m 04 - 626 1442 Mol B0 oo EB 81] '5%308(5)%9
mohdhamid@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 626 1442 Lerapiredappg.ord - véoc‘ PEIéAgALAtg(}lIBERANGAN
D SO RERA M T tbn ko toon. 2o T) 013 - 399 0519 i i
A _ ee al Loon =
e e e ngaovmy | M0 B3 || MeBagmaicom o ssTa’ | [wossuneaoua 0 0
%‘Z; oo LT 'TEN(L;AH T) 04 - 507 5001
N.15 PADANG LALANG 00i Hsiao-Leung - N.06 TELOK AYER TAWAR
YB Gooi Zé@Sen (T) 012 - 500 1571 gooihsiaocleung@penang.gov.my SF% 04 - 507 5001 YB°szi9\|ong M
gooizisen@penang.gov.my.
N.36 PANTAI JEREJAK
N.16 PERAI HEDe ! Z?(gol EB 04 - 262 0862 N.10 SEBERANG JAYA
z ) . . - .
Y6 Dato’ Seri Sundarcjoo A/L Somu (T) 04 - 397 3600 Iahmizainofbpenang.gov.my VBTN M
X o gmail. I
nlé.kadunperai@gmai.com eI . (T) 04 - 829 0614 N.11 PERMATANG PASIR
N.19 JAWI dagalrQUf’h@;mO”Com YB Amir Haomzah Abdul Hashim (T)
YB H'ng Mooi Lye T) 04 - 594 1163
i i N.24 KEBUN BUNGA N.12 PENANTI
nl2dunjawi@gmail.com H Ohm Sl YEleeBoonteng (T) 011 -2773 6684 | | YB Zulkefii Bakar m
leeboonheng24@gmail.com
N.21 SUNGAI ACHEH ) N.20 SUNGAI BAKAP
e ,RGSh'%' Bin I@é‘o‘ , m 04 - 593 2408 N.25 PULAU TIKUS YB Abidin Ismail m
D215gachenpPgmai.com YB Woo Sze Zeng (H) 016 -417 2548
N.22 TANJONG BUNGA Joshuawooszagmal.com N.39 PULAU BETONG
YB Zairil Khir Johari m 04 - 818 3866 N.27 PENGKALAN KOTA YB Mohamad Shukor Zakariah m
tanjongbunga@bukitbendera.org F) 04 - 262 5952 YB Wcl><n Yﬁe,? %%mg ;’T:% 04 - 299 2574
pengKkalankota@dappg.org N.40 TELOK BAHANG
N.30 SUNGAI PINANG d b
vy : _ YB Muhamad Kasim (T)
e LL— (1) 84 626 6630 N.28 KOMTAR
* . YB Teh Lai Heng T) 016 - 270 6808
komfar@dappa.org F) 04 - 227 7068 NAMA No Tel/ No Faks
N.34 PAYA TERUBONG : .
YB Wong Hon Wai _ }T{ 04-826 1898 o LAl e e [P%T”% | G
wonghonwail973@gmail.com F YB Ong Ah Teong )94-289 4411 g%~
N.18 BUKIT TAMBUN ongahteong@penang.gov.my F) 04 - 280 4422
. J DAP PENANG HQ T) 04 - 228 8482
YB Goh Choon Aik m 04 - 650 5386 N.32 SERI DELIMA nan malaysia.or EF{ 04 -228 8514
gohchoonak@penang.gov.my i YB Tan Hooi Peng 0457 561
REIEE T, n32seridelima@gmail.com F PKR PENANG HQ (T) 04-3970115
I/\Be?géunk Seri Reezal Merican Naina B yB‘?'? AIR E'?‘\lMS B o6 421 9143
; P oseph Ng Soon Siang -
dempusatkhidmattigmal.com airifamdap@gmail.com (1) 04 %5 9143
N.07 SUNGAI PUYU N.35 BATU UBAN
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A trader
displaying
traditional Indian
snacks for the
celebrations.

s LITTERING mall displays and deli-
- Gcious sweet offerings defined the
Deepavali celebrations across
| Penang.
il While the historical lanes of George 4
. Town's Little India kept up their usual cha- Shoppers
otic, festive charm, the island's shopping browsing
N scenestepped upitsgamewithsomese- ERENEORIE NS
&% riously stunning transformations. at a shop.

Penang's Festival of Lights fiesta was

another example of the harmony and

£ unity Penangites cherish so much, with

& people from all walks of life and back-

grounds making a beeline for shopping

malls and Little India for clothes and tra-

- ditional Deepavali treats like jelabi, laddu

and, of course, everyone's perennial fa-
vourite - murukku! ;

Penang definitely proved that we know  SRVIIE TR 1o (55
exactly how to celebrate the Festival of brighten up
Lights—with great style, air-conditioned the scene.
comfort and incredible camaraderie.
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Young and
old embracing
the festive spirit.
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Mall adorned
with colourful
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MBPP rolls
outdish- |
return drlve

=Story by Kevin Vimal
=Pix by Siew Chia En

CLEANLINESS starts
with us!

With that concept in
mind, the Penang Island City
Council (MBPP) has introduced
a brand-new self-service dish-
return initiative at the Tanjung
Bungah food complex to en-
courage better civic habits and
food-waste management.

Rolled out on Oct 14, this is
the very first MBPP-managed
food hub to implement the
system, uniting all 56 local stalls
in the effort. Tanjung Bungah
assemblyman  Zairil Khir Jo-
hari highlighted that the initia-
tive will make daily operations
smoother, keep dining areas
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pristine and give Penang’s fa-
mous food culture a fresh, tour-
ist-friendly look.

“Besides improving waste
segregation, this initiative pro-
motes civic consciousness, as
people learn to think about oth-
ers rather than just themselves.

“When diners return their
dishes after eating, the tables
can be cleaned and made avail-
able for other customers more
quickly,” he told a press confer-
ence at the food complex.

Zairil said MBPP had re-
ceived complaints about used
crockery being left on the floor
or tables for extended periods,
attracting flies and affecting the
cleanliness of food premises.

He hoped the initiative
would eventually be expanded
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to other food complexes across
Penang if it proved successful.

MBPP mayor Datuk A. Ra-
jendran said the council hoped
to assess the initiative's effec-
tiveness within 30 days before
extending it to other food com-
plexes and hawker centres.

“All 56 stalls will participate in
the initiative, which has already
begun. We hope to receive the
cooperation of everyone, es-
pecially the stall operators and
customers, to ensure its sUCCess.

“We will provide advice rath-
er than impose penalties, as

o |2

¥

the objective is to cultivate civic
consciousness and encourage
people to consider the needs of
others,” he said.

Rajendran said about 47%
of municipal solid waste con-
sists of food waste, so there is
a pressing need to take mea-
sures to address this problem.

“We must first prevent and
reduce waste, followed by prop-
er segregation and recycling.
This initiative is part of a wider
effort to improve waste man-
agement at its source,” he said.

MBPP councillor Lee Seng
Hwai said the initiative followed
a dialogue with food stall oper-
ators several months ago, dur-
ing which concerns over used
crockery being left on the floor
were raised.

‘| spent RM1742 from my
MBPP councillor allocation on
purchasing 112 buckets and a
360-litre bin to support the ini-
tiative," he added.

Meanwhile, feedback from
stall operators was mixed, with
some welcoming the initiative as
awaytoease theirworkload while
others expressed concerns about
its practical implementation.

Za|r|I returnlng thel|plate
| tothe food stall by,placing
itlinfa buclket.

Surina Shamsuri, who has
been selling “cucur udang”and
other breakfast items at the
complex since 2017, welcomed
the initiative, saying it could
ease the burden on operators
who work alone.

“When we run a stall by our-
selves, it is difficult to manage
everything. Sometimes, we
have to leave our stalls to collect
plates from customers who eat
at other tables.

“With this arrangement, it
will be more convenient be-
cause customers can return the
dishes themselves. It will help
reduce our workload,” she said.

However, soup noodle op-
erators Lee Bee Lan and Ang
Chin Hock were more cautious,
expressing concern that elderly
customers might accidentally
spill soup while returning their
dishes, potentially creating ad-
ditional mess.

They nevertheless hoped
the initiative would be given a
chance to demonstrate wheth-
er it could work effectively.

Another operator, C. Vallema,
who sells fried noodles, was op-
timistic about the initiative.

LOCAL company Pentam-
aster Group has donated 10
"MyHeart P Series" automated
external defibrillators (AEDs)
to the Penang government to
enhance public safety and sup-
port the state’s health aware-
ness campaign.

The devices, manufactured
by Pentamaster's partner Per-
tiwi Medik Sdn Bhd, will be
strategically deployed in high-
traffic  community  spaces
across the state.

The 10 new units bring Pen-
ang's total AED count to 283.
They will be installed in key pub-
lic venues, including the Tasek
Gelugor Public Market, Pauh
Jaya Food Complex, Taman Eko
Rimba Bukit Mertajam, and the

Local firm donates AEDs to boost Penang's health awareness campaign

Penang RTM office.

State executive councillor
Daniel Gooi Zi Sen highlight-
ed past success stories, in-
cluding an 82-year-old wom-
an saved in August 2025 and
a 25-year-old man revived in
December 2025 using public
AEDs and CPR.

Over 32,000 Penang resi-
dents (approx. 1.8% of the pop-
ulation) have been trained to
use AEDs through ongoing
initiatives like the "Future He-
roes" CPR-AED Training Pro-
gramme.

The state aims to expand
this training to teachers and
students.

Pentamaster Corporation Berhad executive chairman Datuk Chuah Choon Bin (third from left)
and Pertiwi Medik director Prof Datuk Haron Ahmad (fifth from left) presenting an AED device
to Gooi (fourth from left) at the handover ceremony. Also present were representatives from the
state Health Department, Penang Heart Safe Society and Pertiwi Medik.

In 2025, Penang recorded
3,416 out-of-hospital cardiac ar-
rest (OHCA) calls, with 17.6% re-

ceiving bystander CPR, result-
ing in 12 successful revivals.
From January to March 2026,

three individuals were success-
fully revived out of 1275 emer-
gency calls.



HE federal govern-

I ment's plan to set up a
National Integrated Care
Centre of Excellence (NICE)
in Penang has drawn strong
support from the state gov-
ernment, academics, and se-
nior citizens' advocacy groups.

Chief Minister Chow Kon
Yeow had earlier said the state
government would provide
full cooperation to ensure the
centre is established.

He said the state govern-
ment would seek further in-
formation from the federal
government through the rel-
evant agencies.

Universiti  Sains Malaysia
(USM) Centre for Education
Studies senior lecturer and
population aging expert Dr
Nik Norliati Fitri Md Nor said
the establishment of NICE in
Penang would strengthen
professional care training, re-
search and services, enhanc-
ing the state's ability to ad-
dress the challenges of an ag-
ing population.

Citing the Department of
Statistics Malaysia's 2026 pop-
ulation estimates, she said
Penang had about 1.81 million
residents, with those aged
65 and above accounting for
8.8% of the population, up
from 8.4% in 2025.

This represented about
159,000 senior citizens, she
said.

Although 73.1% of Penang's
population remains within
the working-age group, she
said the proportion of senior
citizens had exceeded the na-
tional average.

“There is a need for early
planning for long-term care,
healthcare and community
support services,” she said.

Nik Norliati noted that the
Penang Island City Council
(MBPP) and the Seberang Pe-
rai City Council (MBSP) had
joined the World Health Or-
ganisation’s Global Network
for Age-friendly Cities and
Communities.

State Social Development,
Welfare and Non-Islamic Re-
ligious Affairs Committee
chairman Lim Siew Khim said
the establishment of NICE
presents an important oppor-
tunity to strengthen Penang's
elderly care system.

In a statement, she said the
centre could help promote
professional nursing care, re-
habilitation, psychological
support and long-term care
services.

She also welcomed the fed-

eral government's move un-
der Budget 2027 to increase
assistance for senior citizens
to RM1.3bil and its plan to in-
troduce a Senior Citizens Care
Act to provide greater protec-
tion for the elderly.

Lim said the government
should also address the pres-
sures faced by family caregivers
by providing caregiving guid-
ance, emotional support and
referrals to relevant services.

She proposed that the
Health Ministry and the
Women, Family and Com-
munity Development Ministry
strengthen coordination and
clarify the registration, licens-
ing and operational require-
ments for different elderly
care facilities to ensure service
quality and the safety of se-
nior citizens.

“Social welfare should not
focus solely on financial assis-

THE Penang State Christmas
Celebration 2026 will be held at
the Minor Basilica of St Anne in
Bukit Mertajam on Dec 12.

In a statement issued by
the Penang Harmony Corpo-
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NICE plan

tance. It must also address the
challenges of an aging popu-
lation and the pressures faced
by family caregivers, ensuring
that those in need receive ap-
propriate support in a timely
manner,” she said.

Prime Minister and Finance
Minister Datuk Seri Anwar
lbrahim had announced in
Budget 2027 that NICE cen-
tres would be established in
Penang and Sarawak to pro-
mote training, research and
the development of elderly
care services.

The establishment of NICE
is seen as an opportunity for
Penang to better integrate
healthcare, professional care
services, caregiver training
and community support.

The Penang Senior Citizens
Activity Centre (PAWE) Jelu-
tong branch also supported
the NICE plan.

State Christmas celebration on Dec 12

ration (Harmonico), the event
is organised by the state gov-
ernment through Harmonico,
together with the Christian
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STATE

EVENT DETAILS

12 DEC 2026

MINOR DASILICA OF
3:00PM - 10:00PM vty

5T.

Spaces are limited, and subjected to
verification from the organizers.

SO At Nurﬂn & @l ma'nsa.. el &
naikp Ehis

oefabration Eruw r'||I1.|

\

Cheah: Encouraging senior
citizens to interact with peers.

lts chairman, Datuk Seri
Lawrence Cheah, said the
center is working with MBPP
to establish a day care centre
for senior citizens by the end
of this year - a move he hopes
will complement NICE.

The centre, which has more
than 900 members, hopes
to initially accommmodate be-
tween 10 and 20 senior citi-
zens who remain mobile and
can participate in activities in-
dependently.

“The centre is expected to

Federation Malaysia Penang
Liaison Committee and local
churches.

The celebration will be held
from 3pm to 10pm.

Among the highlights of the
event is the Christmas parade,
which returned last year after a
gap of nearly 20 years.

It will feature floats from
churches and Christian or-
ganisations along a 3km route
through Bukit Mertajam.

Themed “Peace and Good-
will", the celebration aims to
bring together churches of dif-
ferent denominations, families,
community organisations and
memibers of the public.

Other activities include an
open house, Christmas mar-
ket, live performances and
food trucks.

The statement stated the
celebration reflects the state
government's commitment
to respecting the diversity of
faiths and cultures in Pen-
ang, while encouraging un-
derstanding and friendship
among different communi-
ties.

Registration is now open

Nik Norliati: Need for early
planning for long-term care.

operate from 8.30am to 2pm,
offering hydroponic garden-
ing, indoor and outdoor rec-
reational activities, as well as
exercise classes to encourage
senior citizens to leave their
homes and interact with their
peers,” he told Buletin Mutiara.

Cheah said the centre cur-
rently charges an annual
membership fee of RM35 and
hopes to offer day care servic-
esatalow cost in the future to
ease the financial burden on
families.

for churches and Christian or-
ganisations interested in join-
ing the parade.

FOR DETAILS:

BThose interested may
contact Pastor Sam Hari at
012-4293130 or Father Des-
mond at 017-4430156;
mPerformers from the
Christian community and
churches may contact Eric
Lim at 013-4808670;
mVendors from the Chris-
tian community or church-
es can contact Ooi Hooi Kin
at 012-4953393;

EMembers of the public
interested in joining the

Christmas market as ven-
dors may contact Ain at 011-
18878539 or apply through
the Google Form available
on event posters and Har-
monico website, and

mfurther programme de-

tails will be announced
through Harmonico's In-
stagram social media ac-
count, @harmonico.my
BFor more information,
visit harmonico.my/Christ-
mas202.
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